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ﬁR.IDEWEL-L_ HOSPITAL.

REPOET

i B

Tne Governors - having, at an early period of the: year,

decided upon the expediency of closing the Prison of Expediency
of Closing

Budewell and of applying the large revenues of the the Prison.

Hﬂspltai to more useful and beneficial purposes, solicited

the concurrence of the Court of Aldermen in that ar-

rangement, and as they practically acquiesced in' the

';'Ji'opc'}sa], by ceasing to commit any prisoners subse-

quently to the month of April, the prison may almost be

said to have been closed from that time, although, at a

later date, two City apprentices, committed by the

Chamberlain, have been received.

.+ The above statement was necessary, in order to ex-

plain the cause of the very small number of committals

in 1854, when compared with those in former years;

but it may likewise be observed, that although the com-

mittals of the past year extend over a period only one-

third of that in previous years, the relative proportion is

by no means the same, but was much less in 1854 than

in any year that preceded it.  In the years 851, 1852,

and 1853, the number of committals, from the 1st of Decrease in

January to the 30th of April, was respectively 394, 278, gﬁ:ﬁﬁ;‘ti

and 418, whereas, in 1854, it was only 65. Unfortu-

nately, we are not warranted in attributing this decrease

to any diminution of crime in the Metropolis, but

rather to the preference evinced by the City magistrates
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HOUSE OF OCCUPATIONS. 13

been expelled for gross insubordination and general
misconduct, one is doing well in service. One unfortu-
nate girl, through disobedience of orders, fell into a
copper of boiling water in the washhouse, and after lin-
gering a few days, in a state of insensibility, expired.
She was perfectly incapacitated from receiving any
religious consolation I lament to say.

- Twenty boys have received from the Committee each
a sovereign, as a reward for one year’s good conduct
and continuance in their situations and trades to which
they had been discharged. Four girls, likewise, having
obtained from their employers very satisfactory testimo-=
nials of good conduct for one year, have been accord-
ingly rewarded each with a sovereign, Eleven boys
have presented themselves before the Committee, each
of them having a handsome recommendation to those
gentlemen, and received from them each a sovereign for
a second year's good conduct and continuance in their
vocations. Two young females have also received a
similar reward for bhaving continued in their situations
a second year with good characters, One male and 2
females having retained their situations a third year,
and having laid before the Committee highly gratifying
letters expressive of the entire approbation of their em-
ployers, have been rewarded with a third sovereign.
Thirty-one boys and forty-one girls have been presented
each with a Bible, Prayer, and Hymn Book, at my
hands, under the authority of the Committee; and I
trust and pray that “ the word in season” with which
they have been accompanied will, together with them,
“ work together for good” to those who have now
renewed their intercourse with the world, and enable
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Immediately he obtained  his ' freedom, he emigrated
to Australia, where his strict integrity, combined with
thorough business habits, obtained for him the notice
and ‘patronage of those who were enabled, eventually
and permanently, to further his interests. After some
years’ probation, he married the daughter of a wealthy
tradesman there; was taken into partnership, and ig
fna'king a rapid fortune. He constantly makes remit-
tances, to a considerable amount, for the support of his
ag&&mnther

No. 2. C. D.—Was admitted from Bridewell Hospital;
and ‘after a 'residence in this House of about five years
was discharged to a situation in a merchant’s counting=
house. This youth, being very talented, became a
thorough man of business. He has, likewise, married
the daughter of his employer, and has been taken into
partnership.

oilNo. 8. E. F.—This very fine youth is gifted with
abilities 1 of ‘@ high order. He was admitted hither
from Bridewell Hospital. His father was a respectable
and flourishing tradesman in the City of London. His
whole stock, and all his property on the premises, were
destroyed by fire, and he was unhappily uninsured. . He
did not long survive these misfortunes, leaving a young
family, together with his widow, totally unprovided for,
After a time, she was compelled, with her family, to go
into the Union. This, her only son, fell into bad
society, which resulted in his confinement in Bridewell.
Thenece he was transferred to this Institution, in which
his conduct 'was most exemplary. In due time he was
apprenticed to the Merchants’ Service, and was wrecked
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BETHLEM HOSPITAL

REPORT.

To the Right Worshipful the PRESIDENT,
the Worshipful the TrEASURER, and
the GoveErNoRs of the Royal Hospital
of Bethlem.

My Lomrps AND GENTLEMEN,

The period having arrived at which it is ordered that
the Resident Physician and Superintendent of this
Hospital shall render an account of the proceedings of
the past year, I have the honor of laying before you
the following remarks on the general management of
this Institution during the year ending 31st of Decem-
ber, 1854 :—

The various alterations in the Building which, through
the liberality of the Governors, had on the last occasion
I addressed you been sanctioned, have, I am happy to
say, progressed steadily and favorably, and now that
they have approached completion it is easy to perceive
that they are undoubted improvements in the economy
of the Hospital ; inasmuch as they have already mate-
rially contributed to the comfort of the Patients.

In reviewing the Tabular Returns accompanying these
remarks, it may be seen, that on the Ist of January,
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“proper to retain ‘the word, not' that they imagine the
'mental disease of these patients is necessarily of so con-
firmed and-hopeless ‘a ‘character as'to render them with-
‘out doubt “incurable,” but beeause large bequests having
“been' made to the Hospital for the eare and maintenance
tof *Incurable Lunatics’™ it ig feared the substitution of

any other term might legally jeopardize the claim to
those IEgaE[EE |

T‘IE past year ha,s not been without severzﬂ cases of
exceeding interest. - abstain, however, from referring
to them in this place; as they may be found on official
record in the Tospital Case Books, and will well repay
a perusal.

1o Fhesadmission of  eriminal - lunatics has: been so
| numerous, and  the accommodation so/inadeqguate, that
twith the sanction and under the warrant of the Secretary
of State three several drafts, amounting to- twenty-nine,
s/have beenmade tolthe Asylum at Salishury.
‘o oThe improvenient ecarried out in the eonstruction. of
«the:windows has 'materially altered the character and
appearance of the wards; imparting to! them an aiv of
-Ifreedom! and - .cheerfulness not: less japparent! to) the
-rpatients (than | visitors.| Large as.the-outlay for:this
wwork must havebeen; it cannot. fail.to be evident toany
wonewisiting  the. wards; that ithe funds.of the, Charity
have been well expended where so muchorealcomfort
shad bbenwhtainetlinvuoni arier adi of aonsisiar i
11 This ulteration has: be-en accompanied by considerable
sadditions! toi - the furniture 1 and. fittings lof the- wards,
‘such: as were deemed likely to conduce to the welfare of
the patients; and judging  from the expressions uttered

by many lofi them, it would appear they are not insensi-
‘ble to the liberal anxiety shown for them,
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female side, and of carpeting to their bedrooms and
sitting rooms ; these, and the sufficient supply of chairs,
couches; and tables, not less than the introduction of
modern wooden bedsteads, to replace the former incon-
venient fixtures against the walls of the bedrooms, have
together completely changed the character of the wards,
and imparted to them an air of domestic comfort which
is 80 keénly appreciated by all classes of the English,
and certainly not the less so by the unfortunate in-
sane. lo A 1)

Tuarning from the interior to the external premises of
the Hospital, I may draw attention to the improvements
which have been earried out in reference to the extensive
airing ' ground for male-patients. It has been re-
arranged upon a new plan, with flower beds and grass
plots, and .the whole well drained and intersected with
broad gravel walks. In addition to this, has been
added a somewhat smaller airing-ground on the north
of the building, where: the male patients have now the
enjoyment derived from a large bowling-green and two
skittle-grounds.

I bave thus briefly enumerated some of the principal
changes and additions that have been brought into
operation during the last few years; and I trust when
any Governor shall have inclination and opportunity
to give them a personal inspection, he will have little
difficulty in deciding that the alterations have been
improvements, and the funds of the Charity judiciously
expended.

It is gratifying 1o be able to state, that during the
entire year the health of the patients has been remarka-
bly good. The number of deaths has been below the
average of former years; whilst in not a few instances it
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guch ‘pursuits and recreations 'as we are able to. place
‘within' their reachy ' -0 .

21 Having thus, so far as I have been able, placed before
you a' brief, but L/ trust mot altogether uninteresting,
account of the proceedings conneeted with the general
management of the Hospital duringthe year 1854, 1
will now venture upon other ground.

J0df T am'mot mistaken, the Report whicl the Resident
‘Physician has'annually the' honor to lay before you lis
expected to be mot less of ‘@ suggestive character than
“statistical ;| to' have reference to the future equally with
“the'past. o Taking this view of my task, I -will add to
-what'I have remarked relative to our past proceedings
sal few observations upon what I conceive might be
caceomplished with | this ' Institution.| -Whether it be, as
‘many assert, that insanity is steadily on the increase,
or as others maintain, that welare simply taking cogni-
zance of and bringing together a large class of patients
.whose existence was in former times ignored amidst. the
‘seclusion and neglect of workhouses, jails; and dwellings
of‘the poor, it is beside my present: purpose to en¢uire.
Qmitting also all notice of the State Lunatics confided
‘to 'our care, D -will lcontent myself with a few: remarks
‘on''the' Non-eriminal Insane: treated for cure in this
Hospital.:! |« ylno | |
sbJ'ThELRh]ES of the Institution expressly state, that it
was established for the reception and cure of, # Insane
‘Poor.” | For a llong  period after /'the foundation, of
the' Hospital) there were no such  places as County
Asylums: ' The cureof the insane, though professed, was
practically lostsight of, and Lunatic: Asylums were con-
“sideved and treated as places for the safe custody’ and
restraint of their unfortunate inmates,
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“none are less able in a pecuniary point of view, to
struggle through the trial of such an affliction, yet none
are less cared for by the many charitable institutions
of our country.

Within the walls of Bethlem many distressing cascs,
such as I have alluded to, may be found ; persons of
good and even superior education, who from their utter
inability to obtain admission into private Asylums are
grateful to accept the means of treatment this Institu-
tion offers them. But you will readily believe, that
when their day of convalescence arrives, thankful as
they feel, they are not a little pained to find their afflic-
tion has associated them with paupers of every grade.
This arises from the fact, that every applicant being
admissible (unless disqualified either by length of illness
or some few other restrictions), parishes are ever willing
to avail themselves of the boon, and by placing their
Insane at Bethlem save the first year’s expense of the
County Asylum, to which place, if not cured at the expi~
ration of the twelvemonth, they are removed. It isa
small charity to relieve a parish of some £25.; but the
agsociation incurred is often a source of sad reflection to
our more educated patients.

- It is certain that such a blending together of the
insane is far from being calculated to promote the cura-
tive treatment of the well educated, though poor and
sensitive, patient of the middle classes ; on the contrary,
it cannot fail to awaken unpleasant emotions, and
frequently produce much mental irritability,

1t requires, I think, but little reflection to assure our-
selves that such persons as curates on £80. or £100.
a-year, or governesses earning less than half of those
sums, cannot be in a pecuniary position to enter a
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such an institution had been felt. A few years ago,
a clergyman, an intellectual man, who spent his time
in going about doing good in a large parish, became
excited and insane.  Until all his means were ex-
hausted he was taken care of at home, if care it
could be called ; he had two attendants, and the cler-
gyman told him, that when the medical man was ex-
pected to pay a visit, which was once or twice a
week, they had him out, and he presented a toler-
able appearance; but, as soon as the medical man
left, they strapped him down, and kept him fastened
down ' 'while they went' drinking ‘and ' carousing.
The-hcnnsﬂqmm‘m' was, ‘that “he became frantic, and
more ‘violent restraint was resorted to. At length he
was ' brought to ‘Hanwell.  He had been fastened
down so long, that he lost the use of his legs; but,
he''was happy to say, that in the course of a few
months he recovered ; and though he was very grateful
for his recovery, he felt deeply that a person in his situ-
ation of life should have been classed with paupers.
There were 'many cases of this kind. ' Only last week
he received ‘a letter from a clergyman who supported
an ‘insane uncle whom he ‘never saw ; a large portion of
his income went in this' way; and, as he could not make
him ‘a' pauper, and could not afford to send him to a
good asylum, he was obliged to send him to a cheap
asylum, where the treatment was not such as one who
wished to ameliorate the malady could' wish.”

My object in bringing the case of the middle class of
the insane before the Governors is, to suggest, with very
great respect, for their consideration, that the rules and
objeets of this Institution might be as effectually carried

out, and a far greater boon conferred on society, than is
' D
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ANNUAL Avmissions, Cunres, and Deatas of CURABLE PATIENTS,
during the last Thirty-four years.

1" Admitted Cured. : Died.

Year, | ————— :
b L ER0 R o3P, F. o R B8 B g g |

|
1821 | 584, 7. 135 | 22 21 431 5 6
1822 | 55| 110| 165 | 22 44 g6l 5| 6] 11
1823 157 0. +88:| 145790 29 51 RoRNE 4 1 5
1824 65 90 | 155 || 23 36 50 1| 5 6
182599 g2l wogt 1707 30 40 g M ATl ] &
1826 67 95 | 162.|| .24, 46 0. 1| & 6
18271 "'64 86 | 149 26 38 64 6| 3 9
133& BT J17.] 2040 ko8 681 111 4= 5| 1 6
1820 781 1171 195 56 70| 126 6| 4| 10
1830 83| 118 | 201 36 741 1000 2| 40 6
1831 B1 | 131 | 212 | 35 63 98 |l 5| 1 G
1832 62 | 101°| 163 23 69 G 21 -8 5
1833 61 | 123 | 1841l .25 55 sl 1 | 4 5
1834 | 102 | 116 | 218 || 49 65| 114 8| 271 10
1835 | 110 | 145 | 256 36 401 11004k 5| 8|13
1836 | 109 | 144 | 253 || 50 g5 | 135 9[11 | 20
1837 | 119 | 177 | 296 || &1 94 | 155 9| 8| 17
1838 | 107 168} 270 58 Y207 {0378 6| 9| 15
1839 | 104 | 181 | 285 || 54 1 ER B A NN T R B e
1840 | 127 | 181 | 308 | 72 108 | 180 4| 8| 12
1841 [ 101 | 165 | 266 | 58 99 | 1567 || 13| 11 | 24
1842 | 127 | 195 | 322 || 57 105 62 || 8 7l 15
1843 | 109 | 175 | 284 || 56 103| 159 8 |11| 9
1844 (. 118 | . 168.| .286 || 58 70| 128 |[. 6 |13 | 19
1845 | 110.( 205 315 | 62 118 180 | 8| 7| 15
1846 | 125 | 168 | 293 | 66 o5 161 | 2| 4 6
1847 | 124 | 190 | 314 | 68 107 | 1751 3| 9| 12
1848 | 118 | 188 | 306 | 74 g2 156 2| 9| 11
1849 | 124 | 192 | 316 | 66 106 | 172 6|12 | 18
1850 | 135 | 209 | 344 || 74 123 | 197 | 20 | 11 [ 81
1851 |y 112 .| . 274 | 286 || 52 69 | 121 | 9|17 | 26
1852 | 101 | 167 | 268 || 49 a4 | 143 1 15.] .12 | 27
853 | 72| 128 | 200 38 | 75| 113 ‘ 9|7 16
1854 77 | 110 187 || 40 i Mg & (18 R S L R R B

| |
3222 | 4891 | 8113 || 1584 | 2620 | 4204 |208 (239 | 447
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No. 16.

Apparent and Assigned Causes of Disease in the Curable Patients
admitted during 1854.

MALES. - FEMALES.
(MORAL.) : (MORAL.)
Anxiety in business .... 8 ANTIBLY usiicuivsiin i 8
Disappointment ........ 2 Reduced circomstances .. 3
Disappointment in love .. 1., . Domestic distress ...... 1
Loss of employment .... 2 Death of relatives -
Reduced circumstances .. 8 . i -Disappointment in love .. 7
Excessive study ........ .4 Religious excitement .... 4
Overwork ............ 2 Mental distress ........ 1
Religious excitement .... 4 | Ill-treatment of husband.. 2
Death of relative.,..4... 1 | Fright ool 8
mgﬁt-lll-li¢lr|!-+i--" 1 :
[ |
!
'i
|
(pEYSICAL.) . (PHYSICAL.)
Fﬁﬂl’ AR A A B R A RN 5 FE'\"ET WE B B @ TE omw BE OB 4
Intemperance .......... 7 Concussion of brain.. .. .. ' 1
Coup de soliel .......... 2 Congestion of brain...... 1
Rheumatiec fever .. ...... 1 Rheumatie fever ........ 2
Fall on head +....cno000 2 Bilious attack .......... 1
Eh_ﬂler& A R TR 1 DYSPEPSIB o s ns s an s 1
Epilepsy .- ...ov0vveenn 1 Hysbanin o oicnaiae o it
Onanism ........ Tl T R R B |
Poerperalciiies coitares 6
Amenorrheea .......... 2
Intemperance ....c..... 2
I
|
Hereditary tendency to in- I Hereditary tendency to in-
sanity was traced in 29 , sanity was traced in 39
cases, of which 3 ap- » 3 | cases, of which 14 ap- >14
peared to be without any peared to be without any
other obvious cause.. .. . other obvious cause. . ..
|
Previous attacks ........ 12 Previous attacks ........ 25
Not ascertained ........ 8 Not ascertained ........ 11

b |
=1
—
—
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