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h.
TO THE

RIGHT HON. SPENCER HORATIO WALPOLE, M.P,,
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home Departinent.

SII'h

We have the honour to transmit to you the
accompanying observations of the General Committee for
conducting the affairs of the Royal Hospitals of Bridewell
and Bethlem, both upon the Report which was laid before
the Secretary of State, by the Commissioners in Lunacy,
with reference to Bethlem Hospital, and upon the Evidence
on which such Report purports to be founded.

With a view of facilitating your consideration of the whole
of the subject matter of such Report and Evidence, the
General Committee have directed that Copies of all Cor-
respondence, of all Resolutions that have been passed, and
of all Directions which have been given relating, in any way,
to matters which have engaged the notice of the Commis-
sioners in Lunacy, should be appended to this Communi-
cation; and the General Committee desire, through us, to
express their confident belief that, upon that eareful and 1m-
partial examination which the whole case will now receive
from you, embracing those important changes in the Medical
Staff of the Hospital which were made concurrently with

the suggestions of the Commissioners, the result will be
satisfactory.
We have the honour to be,
With great respect,
SIR,
Your most obedient Servants,

P. LAURIE, President.
J. E. JOHNSON, Treasurer,

By Order of the General Committee,
B. Werron, Clerk.






OBSERVATIONAS.

As a considerable period has elapsed since the 21st of February
last, when the Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy, on the
Condition and Management of Bethlem Hospital, was transmitted
to the Governors of that Institution by the Secretary of State ; from
which a disinclination on the part of the Governors to enter on
the consideration of that document may be erroneously inferred,
it is necessary to premise, that any delay which has occurred is not
attributable to the Governors, but to circumstances over which
they had no control.

On receipt of the Report and Evidence, the latter forming, in
manuscript, a very bulky document, the Governors, it will be seen,
directed it to be printed for the use of the General Committee in the
first instance, * it being manifestly impossible for the members of that
Committee to make themselves acquainted with the subject matter
of the Report in the form in which it was forwarded. The Com-
missioners in Lunacy (as the Governors have reason to believe)
hearing of this resolution, thought proper, for some reason, to
communicate with the Secretary of State, who, on the 27th March,
prohibited the Governors from printing the document without his
sanction ; and it was not until the 2nd April, after further cor-
respondence, that the Governors received permission from Mr.
Secretary Walpole to distribute copies of it, on the condition
that they should only be ¢ transmitted, in the strictest confidence,
to the Members of the Committee.”

Even when circulated in this limited way, the Governors were
not in a condition to enter upon the consideration of it. The
Report reflected, in strong terms, upon the Physicians, the
resident Apothecary, and the Matron, as to the discharge of their
respective duties ; and until the Governors were furnished
with such explanations as these Officers might think fit to offer,

* Five hundred copies were printed for circulation, when requisite, amongst the
Governors, to whom indeed the Report was addressed.
b
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Governors notice this, for the purpose of guarding against their being
supposed to admit the authority of the Commissioners in Lunacy
beyond the limits expressed in the statute.

The scope of the material part of the evidence is to impute cruel
and improper usage on the part of the attendants towards the patients,
and neglect on the part of the medical and other Oificers of the
Establishment ; which the Commissioners support by reference to
five cases out of an Institution containing, on an average, as stated
by the Commissioners, nearly four hundred patients ; and admitting
about three hundred and forty annually, of whom nearly half are
discharged cured.

Few things are more easy than to excite a cry of cruelty against the
management of a lanatic asylum, and few more difficult to disprove,
even where no real cause exists. No one who has ever visited a
lunatie asylum can be ignorant of this fact. The first and eager com-
plaint of a large proportion of lunatics, especially those labouring
under acute mania, and recently disordered (which is the case with
the majority of patients in Bethlem Hospital) is of their removal
from their homes, and unjust detention, as they call it, “in a mad-
house.” In full pessession often of bodily strength, and with per-
ceptions sharpened by their disorder which incapacitates them
from appreciating, like ordinary invalids, the means adopted for
their benefit, their irritation is sometimes excited against the officers
entrusted with their care; hence the varions means which science
and kindness can dictate for alleviating their melancholy condition,
are frequently resented and resisted as exhibitions of cruelty and
malevolence. These complaints are detailed to their relations and
friends when they visit the Hospital, and it is, therefore, not sur-
prising, if some of them, unable, from want of knowledge and educa-
tion, to discriminate the prepriety of the treatment, and worked upon
by their own excited feelings, lend a ready ear to statements which,
though often destitute of foundation, are detailed with all that
apparent truth and minuteness which is yet consistent with lunacy.

Postponing the particular application of these remarks to the
specific evidence of the principal witnesses in the five cases of com-
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should have been excluded, but merely that it had been scrutinized
with somewhat of that caution and doubt which the Commissioners
bestowed on all evidence of a different tendency.

It is also to be borne in mind, that a very large proportion of the
evidence reflecting upon the Hospital is obtained by the Commis-
sioners by the unsparing use of leading questions, and by even
suggesting to the witnesses the very form and expression of the
answer, to which an assent is the almost necessary consequence;
as every one knows the tendency of witnesses, even without any bad
motive, to colour the recital of their presumed grievances to sympa-
thizing and undoubting listeners.*

The Governors would now draw attention to the unusual, and
as they consider, the objectionable manner in which the Com-
missioners in Lunacy have conducted this inquiry.

The Commissioners commence their Report by stating that the
result of their enquiries on the occasion of their first visit to Bethlem
Hospital, was to ““disclose facts that appeared to the Commissioners
“ to deserve a more minute scrutiny :>> that such visit arose out of
information which had been laid before them, together with certain
matter of complaint, and that in consequence they instituted their
enquiry,—summoned witnesses, and required the production of
several documents, for the purpose of ascertaining, * not only the
‘“ gpecial treatment adopted in reference to particular patients, but
““also the character of the general arrangements and supervision
““ of the Hospital.”

# Evidence of William Marson, formerly employed at Bethlem Hospital :— -

2430. Why did you leave 2—.4. The money was so small ; and the treatment [
received was very bad indeed.

2431. From whom did you receive bad treatment ?—.4. I received bad treat-
ment from Dr. Wood, and also several others—Mrs. Hunter, for instance.

2432. Whar kind of treatment do you refer to ?—.. Nasty-like. 1 was
abused every opportunity they could get.

2718. If you were asked the question, where should you say the fault was to
be found, principally ; in what department >—.. The faull is {o be found with
Dr. Wood.

2719. You think that he is indolent and careless '—.A. Yes.

2720. And he does not take sufficient trouble, you think ’—.A4. No.

2721. He does not keep the Attendants in sufficient order ’—.4, Yes, that is
what it is.

b 2
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XV

- The Governors confidently submit, that on a careful and impartial
consideration of the evidence, many of the most important of the
conclusions arrived at by the Commissioners are not borne out.

That of the five cases reported upon by the Commissioners, two
were cases of patients who were restored to reason by means of the
treatment received in the Hospital ; and that with respect to the
third, which terminated fatally, the testimony of five medical men
(of whom two were the medical attendants of the patient and her
family) prove, beyond all reasonable doubt, that her death was ocea-
sioned by disease of the brain, which had commenced before, and was
the cause of her admission into Bethlem.

That the allegations of ill-treatment and neglect of this pa-
tient are not supported by any direct or trustworthy evidence,
and that the Commissioners themselves admit that there is much
conflict of testimony ‘‘ as to her condition on admission into the
““ Hospital and on her discharge, and also as to the origin and
“¢ character of the various wounds and abrasions on her body.”

That of the two remaining cases there is so much doubt thrown
over one of them as to induce the belief that, if the investigation
had been conducted openly, a complete refutation of the charge
might have been established; and with regard to the last, there
1s no evidence whatever to show that the mode of ill treatment
alleged had, at any time, existed as a practice in the Hospital: and
under all the peculiar circumstances of the case, the charge, that it
had been resorted to at ‘all, would not be entertained by an im-
partial tribunal.

That the Treasurer did not deprive the resident medical Officer
of the power of classifying and employing the female patients, inas-
much as these duties remained vested in the Physicians, and subject
to their absolute control. That the course adopted by the Treasurer
was proper and judicious, and had the immediate beneficial effect of
increasing the employment and promoting the comfort of the female
patients.

That as the duties of the Physicians, as the responsible Me-
dical Authorities of the Hospital, have now ceased, the Governors
abstain from any lengthened comment on the manner in which
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It is not to be credited that this patient had not at night the
usual supply of bedding seen in these bed-rooms every day, and
there neither is, nor ever was, in any bed-room any covering of oil-
skin or India-rubber.* Her sister, Miss F. M., states, that at the
time of Miss A. M.’s admission, * she was in weak bodily health,”
and for ten days previously * sbe had refused her food;” and with
regard to the night clothing, she makes it part of her complaint,
that she (the patient) had on one occasion been obliged to
get up and wash her own linen, which she had dirtied,
which is inconsistent with the patient’s own statement, that
she had no night clothing. Miss F. M. states to the Com-
missioners, that it was “in consequence of my sister’s com-
“ plaints of treatment, added to her personal appearance, and the
“fact of her being placed on the basement floor, that decided me
““ to remove her,” but nothing is stated in Miss F. M.’s evidence of
her having applied (several times it is believed) for permission to ob-
tain the signature of the patient to some document,{ which per-
mission was not granted. It is to this refusal, the Bethlem Sub-
Committee imputed the removal of the patient, as no complaint was
ever made to them, or to any of the Officers of her treatment; and,
indeed, on the contrary, Miss I, M. ina note to Dr. Monro, speaks
of a recommendation from him, thatshe should pause before remov-
ing Miss A. M. from Bethlem Hospital, as an act of “kindness and
“wisdom.” These facts, in conjunction with the denial of the
purses, the absence of corroborative testimony, and the medical

* If any of the witnesses have said there are such coverings in the Hospi-
tal, it has been in assent to leading guestions, and shows to what inaccuracies
questions in such form frequently conduce,

+ Evipexce oF TREASURER.

116. Do you recollect whether any complaint was made at any time of her
(Miss A. M.'s) ill-treatment 7—Certainly not, while she was in the Institution.
The case of M., as it appeared to us, was this :—She was brought into the Insti-
tution, and shortly after a request was made that she should be permitted to sign
a legal document, to which I objected. 1 would not consent, on any considera-
tion, to allow her to sign any document, the object being to obtain woney for her
through such signature, and I would not consent to it ; and her friends suggested
it wonld be better to remove her, and take apartments, and obtain her signature.
I said T would have nothing whatever to do with it—if they removed her, they
might do so; but I would not permit her to sign any paper while she was there.
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only instances of harsh treatment attempted to be established are,
a rap on the knuckles with a broom for climbing up a window, and
the use of an offensive expression, though she never complained of
either to the matron, when she informed that officer of the ill-treat-
ment she alleged she had witnessed in regard to the other patients.
This patient is described (341) as ““violent, abusive, dirty, and mischie-
* vous:”’ and although either striking a patient, or the use of offensive
language by a nurse or attendant, isavery graveoffence, and invariably
visited severely, the instances quoted are not sufficiently established
to require further comment; and this case would be at once dismissed,
but for the fact that it is upon the evidence of this solitary witness
that the Commissioners affect to believe in the practice of washing
some female patients with mops. This witness asserts, that the “ dirty
‘ patients were daily laid down naked on the stones and washed with
““a mop;” butshe does not state she herself waséver used in that way;
on the contrary, she states that she washed herself and had the
usual quantity and description of cloths to dry herself with, although
she was a “dirty patient.” Not only also is there no corro-
borative testimony of the existence of this offensive practice, but
the evidence of Miss A. M., the subject of the first case, tends
to discredit this (Mrs. Elinor W.'s) remarkable statement. Miss
A. M. says, ‘““the bathing and washing was very coarse; I was
“taken to a sink and washed with a wet towel.”* This statement,
coupled with the positive denial of the nurses, and the absence
of any other testimony whatever in support of the assertion,
disentitle it, we submit, to credit. It should be noticed, that
the Commissioners do not commit themselves to a belief in this
singular narrative, but deal with it as a practice a/leged to have
been resorted to, which they say there is much reason to fear had
prevailed.

The evidence of this witness is, upon the face of it, in many in-
stances of a nature which shows with what caution it ought to be
received. In one part she swears positively that the head nurses

* All the galleries are provided with proper lavatories, consisting of metal
washing basins inserted in slate slabs.
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““ and that she slept naked on loose straw in the same manner as is

** set forth in the cases of A. M. and H. H. The truth of the
“ mother’s statement, as to this patient’s complaints of ill-usage, is

“ strengthened by the evidence of E. W., to whom M. E. W. made
~ “ the same complaints whilst in the_HﬂspitnI; and it is remarkable

‘¢ that both these last named witnesses concur in stating that M. E.
“W., whilst in the Hospital, expressed her intention of complaining
““ to the Governors of the ill-treatment she had been subjected to,
““ and that she was dissnaded from, or counteracted in her intention
‘ by the matron.”

“ On examining this patient herself, it must be observed, that the
““ answers given by her’ to our questions did not bear out the state-
“ ments of her mother and of Elinor W. M. E.W.’s recollection and
L g&nEi‘E'I' intellect were, however, in so feeble and imperfect a state
“at the time of her appearing before us, that we did not think it
““ proper to question her to the extent we should have done had she
“ appeared more competent to give evidence on the subjects of our
“ inquiry.”

Tae EviDENcCE.

In forming a conclusion on this case, the important fact should be
remembered, although it is unnoticed by the Commissioners, that
this patient was cured in the Hospital; and it is admitted by the
mother was very kindly treated by Sir A. Morison, the Physi-
eian. The evidence of the mother, the Commissioners admit, was
not ““borne out” by the daughter, and it is of so contradictory a
character that it is impossible it could be ** borne out.”

In the first place, the mother positively states that some
bruises which were on her danghter's person were “done by the
nurses,”’ although it is not pretended that there is any evidence
whatever of such conduct on their part. She afterwards asserts
that her belief rested on the fact that she had no bruises when
admitted, and that the nurses * might pull her about ; and another

‘“ thing, she was going to take a bath on one occasion while she was
C
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tion, ““tell us all about it.” The Governors have to regret that
this competent and accessible witness, of whose existence the
Commissioners were previously aware, was mnot examined, as
they presume that the Commissioners would have been willing to
receive any testimdbny which could serve to elucidate the truth.
The Governors therefore submit that this case by no means warrants
the conclusions of the Commissicners.

The wound on the finger, alleged to have beén made by the
keys, there is reason to believe was a whitlow. (2792.)

Mrs. Elinor W. the Commissioners’ ° trustworthy witness,”
“ does not recollect ever having seen eny nurse strike any patient
with the keys,”” and the patient herself makes no such charge ; while
the bruises which the mother saw (and which the Commissioners
convert into a statement by the mother, that she was  all black and
blue’) might, and probably were, occasioned by the patient falling,
from the feeble state of her hip joint, which the mother states would
“* come out when she exerted herself.” At the same time, it is also
possible, and not improbable, that these bruises, if any, were pro-
duced in the struggles made by the patient when resisting the neces-
sary operation of bathing, which, in such case, is not incon-
sistent with humane and proper treatment.

Another proof of the unsatisfactory evidence of this witness, is
with reference to the abusive language she asserted to have been
used to her daughter; but, notwithstanding the Commissioners
unfairly, we submit, suggested to her that it was the nurses who
abused her daughter, she admits, *she does not know whether it
was the nurses or the poor creatures.” (1956.)

The inference drawn by the mother, that the matron ** counterac-
ted” the intention of her daughter to complain of the conduct which
she had experienced, is erroneous. She states that the matron stood
beside her daunghter while she was being examined, upon which
the highly-suggestive question is put to her “To prevent it?”
which she natually adopts, and answers “Yes.” The daughter has
no recollection of any such interference, nor is it likely she should,
as it is difficult to see how the matron eould prevent the complaint

of a person who was a free agent, and only introduced, on her
c 2
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¢ she expressed her willingness to swear to the truth of what she had
““stated, and was sworn accordingly. She, however, declined having
““ her evidence read over to her.”” The Governors can conceive no
reason why the same prominence was not given in the Report to
this most important limitation of the competence of this witness
against the IMospital which is attempted to be cast upon the not
unfavourable evidence of Miss M. E. W. The Commissioners, in
their Report, suppress all reference to this peculiar feature of their
proceedings.

H.s Cask.

This patient was admitted into the Hospital on the 26th Sept.,
1851, and removed by his friends on the 5th Nov. following. This
case is entered in the Case Book as follows : —

“ Restless, unsettled, and exceedingly obstinate, with only just
“ enough consciousness to offer all the resistance in his power to
“ whatever was done for him. When not interfered with, he would
“ remain constantly in the same place, without speaking a word or
““ taking any notice of anything, excepting when the gallery-door
“* was opened, when he would endeavour to press his way out, still
““ without saying a word; if asked a question he would stare
““about as if he did not understand he was spoken to; and has
“ never been heard to speak a rational word since his admission.
“He not only refuses his food, but resists when the attendants
“give it him. When put to bed he was very noisy and knocked
““loudly at the door, and as he continued to be noisy at night he
“ was removed to the basement the fourth day after his admission.

¢ 27th October.—He continues extremely obstinate, resisting, as
““far as he is able, everything that is done for him. For the last
““two days he has refused his food more determinedly than ever.
““ This morning, asthe attendant was carrying him out of his room,
“ another patient, who wasin the gallery, suddenly banged the door,
“ out of which this patient was at the moment being carried, and
“ecaught his head between the edge of the door and the door-post
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¢ pbviously required for that class of patients, a very numerous one
“in many Lunatic Asylums, whose state or conduct is such as to
¢ render them disgusting and offensive to others. Fatuous persons,
“ or those who have sunk into the last stage of dementia, and who
 are insensible to the calls of nature, ave of this description.” The
Governors likewise learn from one of their members, Dr. Webster,
who has visited most of the foreign asylums, that in France, for in-
stance, (where the treatment of lunacy is of the highest order) the
various attempts to find a substitute for straw as bedding for those
patients who are ““insensible to the calls of nature,’”” have often proved
unsuccessful, and they have consequently reverted to straw as being
the most cleanly, easily renewed, and therefore the most comfortable
material for bedding, when properly arranged and provided with
adequate covering. The Governors are thus fortified in their
opinion, that for such patients, (and it must be recollected that
all the female inmates reported on were in this unhappy condition)
fresh straw, with a sufficiency of warm clothing, constitutes
a suitable bedding, notwithstanding the misrepresentation, by the
ill-informed, to which the use of such a material is liable,

The beds in the portion of the building having slate floors, were
always prepared in the following manner :*—A large supply of clean
straw was first put into a crib, or trough, upon a frame some dis-
tance from the ground.t This straw was covered with a large thick
blanket, well tucked in all round, on which the patient slept, and
for covering there was as many blankets as were required to secure
sufficient warmth. In order that the rooms in which these beds
were, might be freed from all offensive smells, the doors were
kept wide open during the day, every visitor to the Hospital had
therefore the opportunity of seeing them; and indeed they have been
pointed out as efficient beds and readily kept clean, to thousands
of visitors, including numerous Magistrates and medical Super-
intendents of other Asylums, as well as medical men generally,

* The straw of the beds have recently been inclosed in cases, with questionable
advantage.

T The only exceptions are a few padded rooms, padded throughout for the
safety and security of the patient.
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afterwards, and was attended with no unfavourable results, it is
obvious that the practice with those patients with whom it then
prevailed was unnecessary, and consequently to be regretted.

Visiting AT NiGguT.

This is so unusual an exercise of supervision, and so far beyond
the ordinary rules of visitation, that it required the direct sanction
of the Legislature to authorize the Commissioners themselves and
the Magistrates appointed at Quarter Sessions, to visit and inspect
any lunatic asylum, within their jurisdiction, at night ; and their
very sparing use of this delicate part of their authority is shown by
the General Reporr of the Commissioners to the Lord Chancellor,
in June, 1847, when, although they inspected above four hun-
dred asylums, and saw seventeen thousand, seven hundred and forty-
nine patients, they state that they have only exercised their power
of visiting at night in one instance. The Governors are of opinion,
liable as all systems of supervision to defects must be, that the
general comfort of the patients may be effectually secured by the
vigilance and care of the resident officers, and a well regulated system
of night-watching ; while visiting by Governors in the night is
not only open to great abuse, but might expose those who should
attempt to carry it into execution to accusations by patients on
their discharge, or by their friends and relations, of unwarrant-
able and indecorous intrusion into the sleeping-rooms of lunatic pa-
tients (especially females), if not to more serious imputations. The
Report of the Commissioners admits that regulations have been made
by the Governors for securing this supervision, and for the record
of such visits ; and if the observance of this rule appears  rare,” and
not so frequent as it ought to have been, the Governors believe they
have taken such measures as will prevent such omissions in future.
It is however certain that, unless the Governors assume the actual
duties of the officers and servants, and live themselves in the wards
of the Hospital, that it is not possible to ensure, in every instance,

Page 20.
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the importﬁnt point is, whether or not there is separate and
suitable accommodation for the sick, and the evidence shows that
there are large airy separate rooms which are made available in
case of unusual sickness or epidemic. The Commissioners do
not perceive the obvions distinction, that in most lunatic asy-
lums the patients generally sleep in considerable numbers in
dormitories, and in such cases the necessity for a distinet in-
firmary is obvious, but this applies in only a minor degree to
Bethlem Hospital, where almost every patient is provided with a se-
parate sleeping apartment, and if ill, is therefore treated in his own
room. Many insane persons, however infirm, cannot be admitted
into an infirmary—such as the noisy and violent. That there are not
any particular portions of the building especially appropriated to
infirmaries is, however, to be attributed rather to circumstances
than to any deliberate wish or intention of the Governors. When
the building was enlarged, in 1838, a place was set apart in each
wing as an Infirmary, namely, one for each sex ; but as these rooms
were somewhat inconvenient for such purposes, and have been dif-
ferently appropriated, (there being indeed more suitable rooms in
other parts of the Hospital for such cases) the Governors resolved to
construct additional accommodation for the sick, and the necessary
measures for that purpose were commenced long before the Report
of the Commissioners was received, and the buildings are now
nearly completed.

The Commissioners say in their Report —“ Among the extensive
“additions to the building, which were commenced so long ago as
‘““the year 1838, a distinct infirmary or sick ward for each sex,
“ with nurses’ rooms attached, formed part of the plan publicly
“announced, although, for what reason does not appear, this has
‘ not, to the present time, been carried out.”

This is inaccurate. Every part of the plans for the enlargement
of the Hospital, proposed in 1838 by Mr. Sydney Smirke, the
Hospital Architect, including sick wards for each sex, were carried
cut. This, as well as the numerous other errors which pervade the
Report, is, no doubt, attributable to the mode in which they have
obtained their information and conducted the inquiry. 3
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ATTENDANTS.

The charge of cruelty, as already stated, is one to which hospitals
and asylums for the insane are peculiarly exposed,—easily made,
and hard to disprove. Relatives, especially if inexperienced in this
disorder, and from their habits and education not very competent to
estimate the value of treatment which does not exhibit the usual
means and appliances of sick rooms and ordinary indisposition,
may occasionally conceive, that a lunatic once within the walls
of an asylum, requires no further control, and that every degree of
freedom ought to be permitted, and mistake those controlling
or precautionary measures which sometimes constitute the main
elements of cure, for cruelty and coercion. Any act of harshness in an
attendant is a very great offence, and which, if proved, is invariably
visited at Bethlem with dismissal. At the same time, due regard
must be made for the trying and dangerous nature of their duties,
and for the lives of the patients themselves, as well as of the
attendants, which requires that provision must be made against
those violent out-breaks to which some lunatics are peculiarly liable.
This is truly described by the Commissioners in their General Report
(1844). < Wherever a considerable number of lunatics are assem-
‘ bled, there are found some who are subject to paroxysms of
“ violent excitement, during which they are apt to assault other
‘¢ patients, or any persons within their reach. Others, who are more
“ dangerous, suddenly, or without any previous sign of mischievous
““ intention, inflict serious injuries on slight provocation or without
 any apparent motive; or they are prone to set fire to houses,
“and display various destructive and malicious propensities.”
““Those persons would be sources of perpetual danger and alarm, and
“ would, sometimes ocecasion serious calamities if they were left at
“large in the midst of other patients, unless carefully watched. It
““is desirable for the complete security of therest to keep such dan-
‘“ gerous patients, as far as practicable, in one or more separate divi-
“ sions, where they may be surrounded by a number of vigilant and
““ experienced attendants.”” The Commissioners then proceed to
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sional members of the Commission. ‘A Physician’” has the entire
charge of a patient, preseribes for him, and is solely responsible for his
treatment from the time of admission to discharge ; devolving upon
others, whether apothecary or nurse, those minor details only which
serve to carry his orders into execution. *“A Visiting Physician,”
on the contrary, is not, and cannot be expected to be wholly re-
sponsible for the treatment of a patient; his duty is to supervise
the general condition of the establishment, and when necessary,
to direct the resident medical Officer, who under such a system is
primarily charged with and responsible for the medical treatment.

There never was any such Officer as Visiting Physician at Bethlem
Hospital.

This distinetion, broad and clear, is entirely ignored by the Com-
missioners, who proceed to draw erroneous conciusions from
erroneous premises.

TREASURER.

With a pertinacity of reiteration, which would be objectionable
even if accurate, they repeat no fewer than seven times a charge
against the Treasurer, that he has of his own authority transferred
the classification and employment of the female patients from the
resident medical Officer to the Matron.

The Rules show that this view is not correct, and the evidence dis-
proves the report.

The Rules show that the classification and employment of patients
are amongst the most important duties of the Physicians, who in their
evidence state distinctly and positively that their authority on these
subjects is unquestionable and paramount. The Apothecary, un-
doubtedly in the intervals of the Physician’s daily visits (““in their
absence,” as the Rule states,) is to regulate the classification
and employment, but this is always subject and subordinate to
the confirmation of the Physicians, The propriety of a Matron regu-
lating the employment and amusements of the female patients can
hardly be doubted by any impartial person, who would at once
admit that a medical Officer could hardly be less usefully or properly
employed thanin the superintending the laundry, or the cutting out
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“To a casual visitor, unaccustomed to the sight of lunatics, and
¢ perhaps impressed with an idea that great personal coercion is
“ indispensable in an asylum, few sights can be more gratifying than
“ the present condition of the interior of Bethlem. The scrupulous
“ cleanliness which prevails throughout the house, the decent attire
‘¢ of the patients, and the unexpectedlysmall number of patients under
““ restraint (sometimes not one person throughout the building) lead
* him, not unnaturally ; to conclude that the management of lunatics
“ had here attained perfection, while the quiet and decent demeancur
“ of the inmates might almost make him doubt that he is really within
““ the walls of a madhouse. However, on an attentive consideration
“ of the subject, and on comparison of Bethlem with other institutions
‘¢ of the kind, it is submitted that there is still room for considerable
“ improvement.”’

While the Governors refer to the highly favourable opinion
expressed in the first part of the above extract, they at once
admit the justice of the concluding remark of the Commis-
sioner ; indeed, there are very few establishments which do not in
time present room for improvement. The learned Commissioner
makes due allowance for many of the defects he points out as
attributable to the site and construction of the building, and then
proceeds with a degree of discrimination, calmness, and im-
partiality which should be exhibited on such occasions, to
point out those defects which presented themselves to his atten-
tion. It is a proof of the anxiety of the Governors to profit
by any suggestions, that not only have most of the improvements
suggested by Mr. Commissioner Martin been adopted, but many
other ameliorations introduced of a very important and costly
character, :

ResrrainT.

Although Mr. Commissioner Martin speaks with approbation
of the small number of patients under restraint at the time of
his investigation (1836), being between three and four per
cent., that amount has, by the unceasing attention of the Governors,
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the Governors are quite prepared to encounter both rather than
revert to those means of coercion which, while it might conduce to
convenience, would at the same time impose great hardship on
so many of the patients confided to their protection.

EMPLOYMENT,

In proportion as restraint has been diminished at Bethlem, so have
the means of employment been increased,—a large range of comme-
dions workshops were constructed several years ago, and the last
Annual Report attests the great extent and variety of the employments
for the amusement and occupation of the patients. For the males,there
are full and well-devised means of occupation,—as Gardeners, Car-
penters, Engineers, Smiths, Masons, Bricklayers, Plumbers, Tailors,
and Shoemakers, and many others : while the females are occupied
in household work, the laundry, dress-making, lace-making, and
faney-work, such as crochet and worsted work. Ample provision
for amusement is also made,—a well-selected library, with various
periodicals, a piano and other instruments, a billiard table, baga-
telle boards, chess, and draughts, are provided for the men ; while
the females have also a separate library, a piano, chess and draught
boards, materials for writing and drawing, as well as for different
descriptions of fancy-work ; and the last annual return, already
referred to, exhibited the gratifying statement that no less than
72 per cent. of the patients were employed by the means above
specified.

With reference to the religious exercises and instruction of the
patients, the chapel has been enlarged to double its former ex-
tent—an organ has been provided, and above one-third of the
patients regularly attend the services, which, when the peculiar
and recent character of their disorder is considered, must be ad-
mitted to be an unusually large proportion, as well as satisfactory
evidence of the generally tranquil state in which so large a number
is maintained.

At the period Mr. Commissioner Martin wrote, the incurable
satients were only partly maintained at the expense of the Hospital,
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Mepicarn PupiLs.

The Governors have long been desirous of rendering Bethlem
Hospital more extensively useful as a means of imparting information
respecting the nature of Insanity, and the means of curing mental
diseases, Ly inducing Pupils to attend and form a Medical School.
The Physicians were at liberty to introduce into Bethlem Hospital
a limited number of Pupils; and, in 1813, the Governors agreed to
pay to the Physicians the fees ¢f four additional Pupils, which pay-
ments were continued during several years.

In 1848 the Hospital was made available for Puplls almost with-
out limitation, by the adoption of the following Rules, which are

still in force—

Ist. That Pupils be admitted to attend the Hospital practice at
Bethlem, during two separate terms in every year—the first
commencing in October, and terminating in March ; the
second commencing in April, and terminating in July.

2nd. That, as soon as practicable, a course of Lectures be given in
the second term, prineipally having reference to, and being
illustrated by, the cases under consideration at the time.

3rd. That Pupils be permitted to enter for both Terms, or either of
them, or for attendance on Lectures only.

4th. That each Pupil be required to pay a Fee, not exceeding Three
Guineas, for attendance during each Term, or not exceeding

One Guinea for attendance on Lectures only.

5th. That each Pupil be entitled to attend, and as far as possible
have previous notice of all Post-Mortem Examinations made
in the Hospital during his pupilage.

6th. That the attendance of Pupils be at such hours daily as shall
be convenient to the Medical Officers of the Establishment,
and at the same time least likely to interfere with the duties
of those who are students in other Hospitals.

7th. That the Lectures be given from time to time, as shall
hereafter be arranged.
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I am sure he never thought the system so bad, or he never would
have wished to put off the rehearing for three weeks, seeing that in
that time I might have lost my witnesses (they being entire strangers
to me); consequently, my communicating to the Commission in Lu-
nacy a system of treatment I am sure no one Governor of Bethlem
Hospital would tolerate for one moment.

“ The perusal of the ¢ Report’ must convince you, Gentlemen, the
great trouble and expense I have been put to in furnishing my share
of it—beside of an expenditure of upwards of £30 0s. 0d. in money,
1 was, through anxiety and broken rest, thrown on a bed of sickness
for 7 weeks--and being only a poor man it has nearly ruined me.

 Having, Gentlemen, with reluctance on my own part—but by
the persuasion of several Gentlemen, laid the bare facts before your
¢ Honourable Board’ (and which can be verified), I beg to throw
myself and my case into your hands, hoping you may deem me
worthy your kind consideration, and deserving some remuneration in
bringing to your knowledge many facts which never would have come
out had it not been for my untiring perseverance.

 Hoping, Gentlemen, you may deem this worthy your favourable
answer, allow me to subseribe myself,

“ Your
“ Very Humble Servant,
“ Taos. Josern Hyson.”

¢« 22, Lower Kennington Green, Aug, 28, 1852.

“ To the Governors of Bridewell and Bethlem Hospitals.”

« Aug. 30, 1852.
“ Bir,

“ I am requested by the Committee of Governors of Beth-
lem Hospital to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th
instant, and to inform you that they are at all times thankful for any
information that may assist them in placing the Hospital in the most






It was further complained, that the nurses generally used her very
harshly, and called her “Black Sall,”” and that whenshewas taken from
the Hospital she was exceedingly weak, very much emaciated, was sore
about her back and seat, and suffered from prolapsus of the intestines.
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““ The Commissioners examined the Case Book, and read the report
of her case; they also requested me to state anything that I remem-
bered of the patient. Mrs. Hunter, and the nurse, under whose
charge the patient was, also stated what they knew of her, and from
these statements, it appeared, what indeed was admitted, that the
patient was always dirty. It was well known to all that her general
health was very much impaired,—that she was weak and emaciated,
and the nurse stated that the prolapsus was reported to me,—that I
directed her what to do for it,—that the treatment was successful,
and that the patient did not suffer from it again. One of the Com-
missioners remarked, that this was a malady that was not cured,
and could only be alleviated from time to time. It was therefore
quite possible that the patient arrived at Northampton, after so long
a journey, with a return of the symptoms. The nurse denied that
the patient was treated harshly, but believed some of the other
patients had called her ** Black Sall:”* She also denied that she was
ever put to bed without proper covering, or that she was ever made
to wash her own linen,—she admitted that the patient’s skin was
very red at the bottom of the back and seat, from her being con-
tinually wet and dirty, but denied that the skin was broken. The
statement about the black eye was believed to be true, but by what
accident it oceured could not be remembered.

“The Commissioners proceeded to make some enquiries into the

- general management of the Hospital, and the Rules for the various
officers and servants, and said they would make an official applica-
tion to be furnished with copies of the Rules, and of the case of the
patient, A. M., as it appeared in the Case Book, and any other
records of the Hospital.” “ W. Woop.”

On Friday, the 4th July, 1851, the President laid before the
Bethlem Sub-Committee a letter from the Commissioners in Lunacy,
of which the following is a copy:—
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each hip, and her back extensively excoriated, apparently caused by
lying on the straw, added to which, her bowels were almost un-
ceasingly in action.

““¢QOn the day after her removal from Bethlehem Hospital the
patient was admitted into the Northampton Hospital, where the
treatment adopted was so successful that her bodily, as well as
mental health speedily began to improve, and was eventually
re-established. She has since been restored to her friends quite
recovered.’

“ The foregoing charge, or statement, so far as respects the bodily
condition of the patient on her admission into the- Northampton
Lunatic Hospital, was corroborated by Dr. Nesbitt, the resident
medical officer of that institution, who stated as follows, viz. :—

¢ Her state upon admission was most deplorable, with an at-
tennated frame; her system was so enfeebled that she was unable to
sit up. She had prolapsus of the ulferus and anus, with great
mucous discharges, and suffered severely from fenesmus. Her lower
extremities were livid and eedematous, and their motion paralysed.
On the hips and nafes were a great many abrasions of the surface,
varying in size from a millet-seed to a split-pea. She had also on
different parts of the body copper-coloured eruptions. She was
guite unconscious of the calls of nature, and her urine and feeces
passed under her.

“¢The treatment pursued was in the first place to give her a
comfortable bed, and to attend to her infirmities by frequent change
of linen. Morphia, the hydriodate of potass, and the local appli-
cation of oak bark decoction, with generous diet, enabled her to get
up in the course of three weeks, and from that time to this her
course has been one of progressive improvement,

“¢She was always quiet, patient, and grateful for attention; and
after one month’s residence all her faulty habits entirely left her.’

“Dr. Nesbitt having been asked for his opinion, as to the cause
of the abrasions and sores on the body of the patient, replied—that
he had ‘no hesitation in stating that such appearances were refer-

B






“3. The Rules and Regulations for the guidance of the At-
tendants.

“ Together with any recent Alterations, Resolutions, or Directions
in reference to any of the above.

“I am instructed to say that the Commissioners will be very glad
to receive any suggestions, or assistance which the Board of
Governors may do them the favour to afford to them on the subject
of this enquiry,

19

I have the honor to be,
¢ Sir,
“ Your very obedient Servant,
“R. W. 8. LurwibGE,
“ Secretary."”

“P.S. The Commissioners direct me to add, that other cases
have been brought before them in reference to the treatment of
patients in Bethlehem Hospital, and that one of them is now under
the consideration of the Board.

*To

« 8ir Peter Laurie,

* &e. &e. &e’

Whereupon it was resolved and ordered,—

“* That the several documents required by the Commissioners in
“ Lunacy be transmitted to them forthwith, and that the Commis-
“ sioners be informed that the Governors will most readily co-operate
“ with them, and afford every assistance in the investigation of any
* case relating to the treatment of any Patient in the Hospital.”

On the same day the Secretary of the Commissioners in Lunacy
attended at Bethlem Hospital and served on the Treasurer a sum-
mons, of which the following is a copy: —

“8 & 9 Vicr. Car, 100, SEcTION 100,

“We, the Commissioners in Lunacy, appointed under or by virtue
of an Act passed in the Ninth Year of the Reign of Her present
B 2
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that you will favour the Commissioners by causing the accompany-
ing summons to be delivered to her.
: ““] am,
S Rir,
** Your obedient Servant,
“R. W. 8. LurwibGe,
* J. E. Johnson, Esq." “ Secretary.”

This letter, contained a summons for an attendant, named Sarah
Burrows, which was given to her.

The Treasurers and the Officers and Attendants, as above stated,
were examined at the office of the Commissioners in I::uﬂﬂ.ﬂj' on the
7th of July, and various others were examined afterwards, during
a period of many weeks.

On the 1st of August, 1851, the President received from the
Commissioners in Lunacy a letter as follows: —

“Office of Commissioners of Lunacy,
“ 19, New Street,
““ Spring Gardens,
¢ 1st August, 1851,
¢ Sir,

“I am directed by the Commissioners in Lunacy, with
reference to the pending inquiry relative to the Royal Hospital of
Bethlehem, and the treatment of Patients therein, to apprise you,

“as President of the Hospital, that, in making their Report to Secretary

Sir George Grey (which they are about immediately to do,) the Com-
missioners will probably feel it their duty to offer some observations,
and submit some suggestions upon the subject, with a view to the
improvement of its system of management.

“¢ Before, however, so doing, the Commissioners desire to afford
the Committee of Governors and yourself an opportunity of making
any statements or communications which you, or any other Member
of the Committee, may be disposed to submit for the consideration
of this Board,
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““I am to add, that the inquiries of the Commissioners are spe-
¢ially directed to the system of management, and the arrangements,
medical and otherwise, bearing upon the care and treatment of the
Patients.

““You will oblige the Commissioners by a reply at your earliest
convenience, with a view to the prosecution of the inquiry and ex-

amination of witnesses on Thursday next, the day of weekly meet-
ing of the Board,

] remain,
¢ Dear Sir,
“Yours truly,
“R. W. S. LurwibDGe,

“ Secretary.”
1 Tﬂ

* Sir Peter Laurie,
“« &e. &e”

~ On the 9th August, the Treasurer addressed the President as
follows, in reply: —

“ Bridewell Hospital,

“ August 9, 1851.
“ My dear Sir Peter,

I found your letter of yesterday inclosing that of the
Commissioners in Lunaey of the preceding day, on my return last
evening from the Surrey Assizes. 1 have no one to propose for
examination before the Commissioners on Thursday next. I feelit
to be quite impossible for any Governor to offer, on behalf of the
Hospital, any defence against charges, the particulars of which have
not been communicated to him, especially when (presuming that his
examination will be conducted as mine was) he will not be at liberty
to make the statements he may be most desirous of making, but will
be confined to the answering of such questions as may be put to him.

It is only just that any charge made against the Hospital should
be communicated to the Governors, that the investigation of such
charge should be conducted in their presence, and that they should
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instant, intimating the desire of Mr. Secretary Walpole that the
Evidence annexed to the Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy on
Bethlem Hospital may not be printed without his sanction; and I

‘am to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Walpole,

that the reason which actuated the Committee of Governors in di-
recting the Reportand Evidence to be printed was the great difficulty
of the several Members forming an opinion upon the Report of the
Commissioners in Lunacy without having the opportunity of carefully
and leisurely examining the Evidence upon which such Report is
founded ; at the same time they directed that, with a copy of the
Report and Evidence, a Letter should be sent to each Member of the
Committee, stating the confidential nature of the document.

“¢ The printing of the Report and Evidence was completed before
the receipt of your note of the 27th instant, and a copy is sent here-
with. No other copy has, been issned, and the President and Trea-
surer will of course suspend the transmission of a copy to any Mem-
ber of the Committee until they have the sanction of the Secretary
of State for so doing.

¢ I have the honour to be,
(1 Sil‘,
“ Your obedient servant,
“ B. WeLTon, Clerk.”
“ Sir Wm, G. Hylton Jolliffe, Bart.,
* Home Office, Whitehall.”

On the 2nd April the following was received: —

¢ Whitehall,
 2d April, 1852.
“ Sir,
“ I have laid your letter of the 31st ult. before Mr. Secre-
tary Walpole, and I have to inform you that it would have been
more regular for the Committee of Governors of Bethlem Hospital












On the 26th April the Committee of Governors determined on the
appointment of a Resident Physician of eminence to be the Chief
Medical Superintendent of the Iospital, in accordance with a recom-

' mendation to that effect from the General Committee, and on the

59

12th July such an appointment was made in the election of Dr. Hood. Page 111.
On the 28th May the following was received, containing further
examinations, which are appended.

“ (Confidential.) ¢ Whitehall,

¢ 28th May, 1852.
“ Gentlemen,

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Walpole to transmit to
you, with reference to my Letter of the 21st February last, the
- enclosed Copies of the Examinations, taken upon oath, of Miss
A. M., and her sister Miss F. M., relative to the treatment of the

- former as a patient in Bethlem Hospital.
“T am at the same time to request that you will furnish Mr.
Walpole with your observations on the Report of the Commissioners
in Lunacy, as soon as you have completed your investigation into

the subject.
¢ I have the honor to be,

¢ (Gentlemen,
“Your obedient Servant,
“The Governors “ H. WappINGTON.”
“*Of Bethlem Hospital.”

The receipt of these was immediately acknowledged, and on the 9th
June the General Committee directed the following replyto be sent:—

¢ Bridewell Hospital,
“0th June, 1852,
< Sir,

“T am directed to inform you that your Letter of the
28th ult., addressed to the Governors of Bethlem Hospital, with
enclosed Copies of the Examinations of Miss A. M., and her sister
Miss F. M., taken on oath, on the 30th July, 1851, were laid before
the General Committee of Governors on the 7th instant; and I am

instructed to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary
C
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Reply—*‘ 24th March, 1852,

“ Offices of Commissioners in Lunacy,
¢ 19, New Street,

“ Spring Gardens.
= Eir

““I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yes-
terday’s date, objecting to certain statements and observations
contained in the Report recently made by the Commissioners in
Lunacy to Secretary Sir George Grey, relative to Bethlem Hospital,
and to say that I will lay the same before this Board at their meeting
to-morrow. In the meantime, I think it right to state that the
evidence upon which the Report was founded was sent with the
Report to the Home Office, and, by direction of Sir George Grey,
transmitted to the President and Governors of the Hospital.

“ As a matter of convenience, the Report, instead of being copied
in manuscript, was privately printed at the Government press, and
in that form sent, marked * Confidential,” to Bethlem Hospital,

‘It was accompanied, as I have since been informed, by the copy
of the short-hand writer’s notes of the evidence.

I remain, Sir, yours faithfully,
‘¢ Signed, “R. W. 8. LurwipGs,

“ Secretary.
~ ““Bir A. Morison, M.D.”

The following letter from Dr. Monro, the other Physician of the
Hospital, addressed to the Treasurer, with the Treasurer’s reply,
was laid before the General Committee of the Governors on the 7th
May, 1852 : —

“ Dear Mr. Johnson,
I hear many rumours and I reeeive no official intimation.
I should, therefore, feel obliged to you, if you will inform me as
to my true position, that I may neither neglect the interests of the
Hospital, nor compromise my own honour and dignity.
““The approach of a course of lectures makes it the more necessary
to see my way clearly before me,












pital, were laid before them and read at their meeting this day; and
I am directed to acquaint you in reply, that the Committee are very
desirous of removing (so far as lies in their power) any impression
on your minds that the proceedings which they have taken with
reference to the appointment of a Resident Physician are the result
of an acquiescence on their part with the Report of the Commis-
sioners in Lunacy to the Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment.

‘¢ The appointment of a Resident Physician and Medical Super-
intendent, which was unanimously agreed to by the Committee, and
unanimously confirmed by the last Court, had long been felt by the
President and Treasurer, and many Governors, who have devoted
much attention to the administration of Bethlem Hospital, and who
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possessed considerable experience in the direction of similar Esta-
blishments, to be a necessary and desirable alteration in the system
pursued at BDethlem Hospital, where, in consequence of the number
of Patients having doubled since the appointment of the present
Physicians, the introduction of employments on an extended scale,
the classification of the Patients under the charge of numerous sub-
ordinate officers, and the increased duties involved in the improved
and daily improving treatment of lunatics, a degree of constant su-
pervision at all hours, direct control, and undivided responsibility
was imperatively demanded, which was not in the power of any non-
resident Physician under the present system to secure.

“¢ It is both the duty and the desire of the Governors to afford
any officer who may feel himself aggrieved the fullest opportunity of
explanation and defence, and had the Report and Evidence com-
plained of by the Physicians been a document under the control of
the Committee, they would most readily furnish them with copies,
but the Physicians are aware that the investigation originated with
the Commissioners in Lunacy, and that by the express and positive
direction of the present Secretary of State the evidence must be con-
fined in the strictest confidence to the Members of the Committee.

“ As the Secretary of State is alone empowered to furnish the
Physicians with copies of the Report and Evidence, the Committee
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APPENDIX B.

Bemarks on the Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy, by the
Physicians and Matron,

1. REmMaArks BY Dr. MonRro.

“To the Governors of Bridewell and Bethlem Hospitals.

““ My Lords and Gentlemen,

“ Being requested to make any observations I may think
proper on the Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy respecting
Bethlem, and the Evidence which accompanies it, I would first
observe, that it appears to me that the leading fallacy of the whole
matter, so far as the Physicians are concerned, is an impression that
they have been remiss in the execution of duties, which, in fact,
they never undertook, and which belong rather to some medical
officer of a very different grade.

“The recognized duty of the physicians of Bethlem hitherto, has
been to pay certain periodical visits (four times each in the course
of the week), and to exercise a large and superintending control
over the medical treatment and general management of the Hospital,
and they by no means ever contemplated the regulation of details
which must attach to subaltern officers; and which, involving ques-
tions of management and practice at all hours of the day and
night, could never by possibility come under their cognizance ;
indeed such points as these I now refer to, never have constituted
any part of a physician’s duty, who, as a sort of general officer,
has taken a large view of all the leading points of the case, and
leaves the details and all the minutiee to the regulation of officers
working under him.  Such an attention to minute details has been
manifestly out of the question and wholly impracticable: each
physician having, on an average, 200 patients under his charge, if
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€ If truly stated, which it is very difficult to believe, coming
as it does from discarded servants who had misdemeaned them-
selves, and who never mentioned the circumstance at the time, they
are most reprehensible ; but unless a supervisor possess something

- like ubiquity, it will be very difficult to prevent the coarse, and
heartless treatment of some attendants.

““The evidence of Eleanor W.*, respecting the application of a
mop, as a part of a process of washing a patient, does not appear to
be borne out by any other witness of any denomination. We have,
therefore, great reason to complain of the prominence given to this
supposed treatment in the Report. If there were any truth in this
statement, I should be among the foremost to express my abhorrence
of any such system.

* I regret that the evidence of Miss A, M. and Miss F. M. does
not appear: if it refers to the M.*’s, I must believe, from the
friendly intercourse I held with the sane sister, and from her letter

- of gratitude, that all she said would be of the same character,—any-
~ thing else must involve inconsistency on her part.

“What is really wanted, more than anything else, is the constant

- presence in the wards, especially the basements, of thoroughly
~ trustworthy and respectable supervising inspectors, analogous to
those among the police; who, being of a superior grade to the
‘ordinary attendants, would exercise a control over them; and not
‘being exposed to the petty excitement to which their subordinates
~ are subject while dressing, washing, or feeding their patients, would
~ ealmly direct, and sedulously observe all their procedure.

“ ] must repeat, that according to the tenour of the system
hitherto adopted, it has been absolutely impossible that the Phy-
sicians should be cognizant of anything which may take place in
their absence. Their prescribed duties were quite of another charac-

| ter, and their standing in society did not admit of so large an
“apportionment of time as seems to have been contemplated by
some. I am sure it'must be evident to every Governor who care-

* In the original these names are stated in full.
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to the Hospital long before the attention of the Governors was drawn

to the subject; and my recommendation, of nearly thirty years’
. standing (viz., in 1823), that practical knowledge of mental diseases
::-'-’!"nht.mld be acquired by every medical student is now being acted
- upon—the East India Company rejuiring it in all their medical offi-
cers.—Nee Appendix, No. 1.

“ I also carefully consider all the cases under my charge for the
purpose of classifying them in the Case Book; and I enter the same
for the benefit of the pupils. I sign all the Discharges in that book,
and I assist in making an Annual Report. It was my wish to make
a separate Report of the patients under my own immediate care, being
more fully acquainted with them, and in 1838, with this view, I pre-
sented a detailed Report to the Governors.

-« In 1841 Lalso presented to them a Report of the result of the
preceding five years, which I presume contains much practical infor-
mation.—See Appendix, No. 2.

“ This was printed at my own expense, and sent to the Governors
and others. :

“* I merely allude to this circumstance, as the Reports of the Phy-
sicians are referred to by one of the witnesses.

¢ ] may also mention that Mr. Martin, in his Report of the Com-
missioners of Enquiry concerning Charities in 1838, states—

¢ ¢ The duration of Dr. Morison’s visits is from one to four hours

or upwards. The curable, incurable, and criminals re-
ceive an equal share of attention, depending on the circum-
stances of each individual case ; the patients are visited by
him individually, every one of them being considered under
his own peculiar care, without reference to any other officer
of the establishment.’

““Since that period my attendance has very considerably in-
creased.

¢ I shall now proceed to notice and to refute some of the erro-
neous statements of the Commissioners in Lunacy, in order to vin-
dicate myself as one of the Visiting or Joint Physicians of Bethlem
Hospital.


















' ] . =]
s . . - Te10IGS R kb
Ll .
1 - iR 4 Ji3l At -
LB gl - ] i ] = AL J S B B .
=T | - 3 i TIAanin ML !
: 1 N E L s T S
L % 10 B [*{ )| i
¥ AN L - . - =
- L ) 3
e S L : | r
: : z TOLUNLS LO OILE







1 Mg -
s =tarir] ¥
L | . | I
3 VT I













i
b E
" . - ] T . B

8 | L

1 ¥ " T4 b8

1 T 1
o 9 e 1 o o { A1
BB INE L | BEC













H i ool
i o R i
il i b 'it- - 4
4 &3 iy
ST TP iR
el FiL
SCHARGED CURED IN 1840,
e
Term |Month Month
: of of Re- REMEDIES AND OBSERVATIONS.
Treatment |Attack|covery
-« ..|Yes| 6 weeks | Oct. | Dec, | General Remedies.* Hyosciamus. camphor,
- ’ has hiad several attacks,
- ++ +.|Yea| 7 months | March! Nov. | G. R.
former attack | No (14 months | April | July | G. K. Leaches repeatedly applied on the head,
3 warm baths.
i .|Yes | 7 months | Sept. | April | G. Ii‘.
v «o| Mo| ! month | March Aprit G. I
ve .. |Yes| 5 months | Dee | April | (. H Tartrate of antimony.
«s  +«| No| G months | Cet. ay | G. H. Tartrate of antimony.
.- ..|No| 5months | Nov.| May | G. R. Unguent sulphur; deaf and dumb.
ss  +a|Yes| 8 months | Nov. | July | G. R. Croton oil, morphia, worm baths, fed
by stomach pump.
. «s  «|No| 8 months| Aug. | April | G. R. Cold lotions applleﬂ on the head.
of her father .. |Yes | 3 months | Sept. | Jan. | G. .
bt 5 months | Jan. | July | G R. .
AF .|¥es | 6 months | Jan. | July | G. R. Camphor, cinchona, generous diet.
iy : .| No| 4 months (Mareh| July | G. R Hyosciamus,digitalis,camphor, gen.diet.
s sa sx  +«|Yes | 2 months | March! June | G. R.
L 'Iurinmnpmé Wo | 6 monthe | May | Oct. | G. IL.
o e .ol Mo | 6 months | June| Dee. | G. B, A course of mild laxatives with bitters,
ElbRiE @ e YEI ﬁmﬂ'ﬂ‘lihﬂ J“]F D'Eﬂq "-'l H
.+ ss e+ .| No| 2 months | Aug. | Nov. | G. R. Generous diet.
enses obstructed.. | No | 2 months | Aug. | Nov. | G. R. Warm baths,camphor,aloctic medicines,
! «s ..|No| 2 months | Sept. | Dee. | . K. Warm baths, hyosciamus,
es +o| No| 6 weeks ¢ | Dee. | G. H. Warm baths.
v+ a.|Yes [10 months | Dee. | Oct. | G. R. A course of mild laxatives with bitters ;
: " a second attack.
i '_41 | 'mhi,p- o Nﬂ Qmunthu Feh. | Dee G. it
.« .| No| 9months | April March| G. . Showerbaths,camphor,aloeticmedicines.
wa ..|Yes |1l months | July | Aug. | G. L. Blister to the occiput. 5
; .+ ..| Mo |10 months | De¢, | Nov. | G. R. Warm baths,camphor,aloctic medicines.
ditch of water..| No | 2 months | Feb, | May | G. R.
vr .x|¥es | Oweeks (March! June | G. It.
.. +.1¥es| 7 months | April | Dee. | G. R.
ws +.|Yes | 2 months | April | Aug. | G, R. A second attack.
Ei .. | Mo | 4 months | June | Nov. | G. B. Warm baths, cinchona, eamphor, aloetic
medicines.
v ..|No| 2 months| July | Nov. | G. R, A second attack.
F ..|¥es | 4 months | Aug. | Feb. | G. R.
v ..|No| 3 months | Oct. |[March| G. R. A course of mild Jaxatfves,
ws  ..| Mo |12 months | May | Aug. | G. R. Blister to the napz of the neck, ointment
with tartrate of antimony.
v+ ..|Yes (11 months | Sept. | Nov. | G. R. Warm baths, wine, cure preceded by
. carbuncles,
++ +s|No| 4 months | July | Feh, G R Tartrate of antimeny, hyoseiamus.
ee o Mo | 8 months | Feh, | Dec,
.« |Yes | 2 months | Feb, | July G 11 Had menorrhagia.
t g [Yes | 2 months |[March| Aug, | %, K. A second attack.
X meh,mdln
ug No | 4 months | April| Oect. | G. R,
#Mu’” .| No | 8 months | June | Nov. | G. R,
.. ..|Yex| 7months | Aug. | Sept. | G. R. Blisters to shaved head.
ve ..|No |12 months| Oct | May | G. R. Course of mild laxatives, shower baths,
hyoscinmus, camphor, ammonia, aloetic mae-
llgninn:, hip baths.
vr »s| Mo | 4 months | Dee. | SBept. | G. R. . E A,
ve  ..|No| 2 months | April| Oct. | G. R. Hyosciamus, digitalis, campher.
«:  s++|Yes | O months | Sept. | Dee.
.. ..|Yes| 6 months | Sept. | Jan. | G. B, Warm haths, douche, valerian, blister
and issue on the neck.
.. ..|¥o |15 months | Feb. | Dec. | G. R, Leeches on the head, seton in the neck,
a course of mercury,
vs +.|MNo| 4 momihs | Ju'y | Aug. | G. R. Shower haths.
.. ..|No| 2months| Jan, | Sept. | G. R.
o . |Wer | 2 months | Dee. | Oet. | G. R.

Remedies (G, R.) are describied at the end of these Tables.
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DISCHARGED CURED IN 1840.

Term  Month
of of
Treatment Attack

Month
of Re-
COVEry

REMEDIES AND OBSERVATIONS.

|
Yes 4 months

- sy i
o i sk ws|No 7 months
o B ST v Hol 5 months
ER - . LR Nn Ilﬁmﬂ]lthﬂ
I.. .+ «.|No' 4 months
S v« .| No 15 months
- e «o | Mo 4 months
AL = oo | Mo ' 4 months
- i e ..|Yes Smonths
i ambmulmr.ntnflfaml Na! 3 months
L e M No | Bmionths
o b s ose e s, x:1¥es } month
ion in business and drinking No 3 months
head, and drunkenness .. Hﬂ-i 5 months
ofabrother .. .. .. No 4 months
e 3L S AR .| No | Gweeks
'mode of religious worship . . i months
B T 0 mionths
S aleih et e, o +s | Mo 10 paomths
during an election .. .. |3m¢nths
for having drowned a favourite| No | i months
L i = St TS 1 month
 acct. of his wife’s insanity 10 weeks

“suppression of an habitual

w8 L N L

1 t o - L =%
in convalescence from fever
e e

=

Yes 5 months
Mo 16 months

No 10 months
No | & months

Mo Gmonths
No | 3 months

.| WNo 1 month

Mo | 3months
No | 2 months

.| No 6 months
.| Yes G months
.| No 2 months

No 13months

.| Noe 0months
.| No Dmonths

The regulation
Of the visits of friends.
Of religious worship.

|

Qct.
April

Nov.
et
Dae.

June
May
Dee.

Dec.

March
July

|
April
Oect. |
April |

Em;tml Hemedies.® Warm baths.

;. . Warm baths, a course of mild lazatives;
n second attack.

G. R. Lecches to the head, blister on nape,
seton in ditto, a eourse of Mercury.

G. R. A third attack.

. B, Head shaved, leeches to head, blisters,
two blisters to nape, warm baths, douche, a
course of mereury ;3 a third attack.

. . Has had several attacks.

G, Ik, A second attack.

GG R. A third attack. Tartrate of antimony,
hyoseinmus, a course of mild laxatives.

Sg]it,. Jan, | G. R&. Generons diet, and wine.
Feb. | Apiil | G. R. A second attack.
April | June | G. R. !
June | Sept. | G- R,
Aprii | Oct. | G- R. Warm baths.
July | Nov, | G. R.
Jan. BMarch| G. H.
July | Feb. | G. R. Warm baths and douche.
Mov. | Qct. | G. R.
Dee. | Dee. | G. R. A course of mild laxatives.
Dee. | May | G. R.
Feb. | Oct, | G. E
March| July | G. R.
Jan. | May | G. R. A second attack.
Sept. March| G. R.
Sept. (March G. R. Blister to the nape, a course of mild
laxatives.
Nov. | Sept. | G. k. Warm baths, douche, a course of mild
laxatives and bitters.
Dee. | Aug. | G. R. Warm baths.
Des. | Sept. | G. K. Shower baths, warm baths, douche.
June | Dee. | G. RR.
Oct. |March| G. R. Warm baths.
Mov. | June | G. R, Warm baths.
Nov. | May . K.
Dec. | Oct. | . R. Warm baths, douche,
Jan. | Dee. | G. ®. Waorm baths.
Dee. | May | G. R.
Oct. | April | G. R. Croton oil, warm baths.
Oct. | June | G. R.
Jan. | Aug. | G. B, Warm baths, issue on course of the sa-
gittal suture, a course of mild laxatives.

» General Remedies are those employed in every case: they include—
Removal from exciting causes.
Attention to thf)genemi health, in particular to the

employment, useful or amusing.

state of the digestive organs.
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* MORBID AFPPEARANCES.

~ %1, No deviation from the normal condition of the brain and
- membranes observed except congestion of the blood-vessels, both
~ external and internal ; the cerebral substance, the ventricles, and
the arachnoid, were perfectly healthy. The left lung was hepa-
~ tized, and marks of disease were observed in the chest and abdo-
men.

“7. The blood-vessels of the brain and membranes turgid; the
- cellular texture of the pia mater on the convexities of the cerebral
~hemispheres largely infiltrated ; the fluid in the lateral ventricles
~increased in quantity ; there was much fluid in the cranium after
~ the brain had been removed.
- “8. The convolutions of the cerebral hemispheres were partially
- flattened ; the blood-vessels of the brain and membranes were
- loaded ; when the dura mater was divided and detached, the sub-
~ jacent membranes exhibited three or four small patches of a bright
~ yellow discolouration, but no fluid could be squeezed out of them ;
~ the cut surfaces of the cerebral substance everywhere exhibited
numerous bloody points; the lateral ventricles were distended with
about two ounces of turbid fluid in each; there was thick yellow
- pus, about one or two tea-spoonfuls, in the bottom of the reflected
horns of each ventricle ; the lining membrane of the ventricles ex-
hibited vascular ramifications and minute ecchymoses, and the
arachnoid coat covering the pons varolii and neighbouring parts
of the brain was thickened and opake, and of a light yellow colour
from purulent infiltration ; the substance of the brain was soft,
~ particularly around the ventricles and at the basis. The cause of
these appearances is conceived by Mr. Lawrence, to whom I am
indebted for the description of the morbid appearances, to have
~ been acute inflammation of the lining membrane of the ventricles
- and of the arachnoid coat.
- “15. Much blood escaped on dividing the integuments and
- sawing the skull, and the vessels of the brain and membranes were
- enlarged. Five or six quarts of fluid of a reddish colour were
~ contained in the chest.
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stance of the pia mater in the hemispheres considerably infiltrated.
5'!I!I:nar structure of the brain appeared natural.

" “The mucous membrane of the trachea and bronchii of a bright
and covered with a thick yellow secretion ; the lungs adhered
: P;o the sides in several places; contained an abscess and an en-
__ tlﬂ.rge& bronchial gland containing a substance like putty.

| %10, The blood-vessels of the brain and membranes were turgid;
' arachnoid coat on the cerebral hemispheres was considerably
] I'rt_hekene-ﬂ and opake ; there was great infiltration of the pia mater,
- and an increased quantity of fluid in the ventricles.”

35
3.—Remarks BY Mgrs. HunteEr, THE MaTRON.

:'-"“ To the President, Treasurer, and Governors of Bethlehem
A ; Hospital. —August, 1852.

%My Lords and Gentlemen,

£ “ Permit me to express the satisfaction I feel at the op-
~ portunity afforded me of laying before your Committee such obser-
vations as may, I trust, remove any unfavourable impression which
 certain statements in the Commissioners’ Report are calculated to
~ create.
" Extract.—Page 7

~ “<“The power of classifying and employing the female patients,
lately transferred to her (the Matron) by the Treasurer, as already
- referred to, and which she now exercises, quite independent of the
- medical officers of the Institution.’

% As this statement is reiterated in different forms, no fewer than
‘seven times in the Report, it is evidently one to which the Com-
~missioners attach very great importance. It is, therefore, the more
- remarkable that in this instance the Commissioners have entirely
~misapprehended the duties of the officers they reflect upon, as well
~ as the Rules of the Hospital with which they were furnished in the
~ “The duty of classification is erroneously assumed by them to
- have been taken from the Resident Medical Officer, and fransferred
to the Matron.
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- % To a question put to Sir A. Morison—

 %¢1.236—A4. Whenever I saw a patient wrongly placed, I
‘should alter it.’

~ « The foregoing evidence clearly demonstrates that the Physi-
cians were perfectly aware of their paramount authority in this
res upon which they invariably acted, whenever they saw ﬁt

. “I‘I: would not be decorous in me to presume to defend the di
rections given to me by the Treasurer ; but it must be within the
knowledge of the professional members of the Commission that,
g;;_ uthuriaing a Matron, in the absence of the Physicians, to take
measures occasionally for the order of the female wards, and the
ployment and classification of the female patients, the Treasurer
s merely doing that which is the practice in every well-regulated
lum within their jurisdiction.

fﬁé ‘Without dwelling longer on this point, I submit but two ob-
rations—1st, that this charge, if a matter of complaint, is not
::g..u for which I ought to be reflected on, as in discharging this
difficult and important duty, I was acting in obedience to the au-
' thorities of the Hospital ; and, 2dly, that it is somewhat inconsis-
--,-s to blame me both for discharging additional duties and for a
‘general neglect of duty.

Extract—Page 8.

% ‘Either from some misapprehension on her (the Matron’s) part
;‘ from some alteration in the Rules of which we are not cogni-
zant, she does not make any report on the subject of restraint,
1;44 at report being now made by the nurses directly to the Resident

Apothecary.’

- “No female patient is ever placed under restraint except by the
;‘2.... ediate direction of a Medical Officer. Every patient becoming
;ﬂ'u gerous or annoying to others, and not to be soothed or con-
trolled, is removed, as directed by the Rules, into a bedroom, or,
nmeaaa.ry into a padded room. This is done for temporary se-
L,iu- y, and the circumstance is immediately communicated to the
Medical Officer who visits the patient and gives such ovders as he
_-;-J..J.- nks proper. I consequently cannot report to the Medical Officer

b
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my as fifteen female patients sleeping naked in the female
must have become known to her.’
Those patients only who were dirty, and were also considered
be dangerous, slept without night-dresses, but they always had
' m blanket to cover the straw on which they slept, and as
any ‘blankets over them ‘as were requisite to secure ample warmth.
« ‘!Eina according to the testimony of the head attendant, Cliffin,
0 had lived in the Hospital previously to my becoming Matron,
-'T': : alwaj'a beeptha rule’ (855); and, again, in 858, she says, ¢ It
was a rule when I went.there, and T have had no fresh rule.” This
=m is corroborated by the testimony of three nurses who
> in ‘thHOSPItﬂ]. several years prior to my appointment.
',T'he'plea. of long practice would, however, have availed nothing
h me, had I been aware of it; and s> strong was my feeling
inst so objeetionable a custom, thnt my knowledge of it, and its
“discor tinuance were almost simultancous. As stated in my evi-
*"} ence, I was ignorant of the practice, which I deeply regret; but
- mus ﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂﬂ.‘lﬂl}" confess that, without some suspicion of its existence,
t Bhﬂuld have hesitated to strip the bed-clothing from the patients,
m -~- of whom might have resented the act as an indignity.
“ With respect to the inference that the practice mentioned must
]mva become known to me,” I beg to state that the opinion has
been founded upon erroneous impressions, caused, I presume, by
| e following evidence :—
: e 859—@. Would Mrs. Hunter know whether the shifts were
‘f sed by the number supplied h}r her to the ward.’
1' “ € _A YE‘E
; Er 860— Q. She names the number ?’
i ll [ A 'E'EE
'. “ ¢861—@Q. And takes care of the clothes ’
b ~ “¢ 4, Yes.
 “These answers are at variance with the fact. The clothing of

By =
mﬂl t]:le pa.henta except such as are ‘incurable’ or ‘criminal,’ is

; &edby their friends, and is kept in the wards, under the
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s far as regards myself, I can only affirm, that no complaint,
er frivial, made to me at any time by a patient, has been
garded ; and from the friendly and affectionate terms which
‘been maintained between the female patients and myself, 1
fairly conclude, that had any serious cause for complaint ex-
sted, I should have been informed of it.

% With respect to the alleged practice of mopping the patients,
I appeal to this charge as an evidence of the unfairness and pre-
judice which pervades the whole Report. Only one witness speaks
~one who had been a patient and confined in the same depart-
t where this alleged practice prevailed. She does not pretend
y she was ever subjected to it. There is not one tittle of cor-
oration of this statement by any other witness; it is, on the
rary, distinetly denied by several; and yet, with this weight of
ence against an unsupported statement, the Commissioners
erly adopt it, and rely upon it in their Report.
o« “ Had the practice referred to existed, it must have come to my
"1 oV hdgﬁ, because I frequently visited the basement-gallery
uu ing the operation of washing and bathing the patients, and I
i variably found the Attendants kind and considerate in the per-
fo :«u of their duty on these occasions, nor did any patient ever
complain to me of having been washed in the manner alluded to.

- “That the process of bathing or washing a mischievous or vio-
_patient, is not always a very peaceable operation, will be duly
owledged by the experienced, and admitted by the reasonable ;
ay therefore be expected that occasional resistance on the part
r_];l_.!I-1$_it?.lfltt,,, and perseverance on the part of an attendant, may

cfﬂl are at liberty to wash themselves during the summer






fE - - ' o1
e il ] & | :
T I i Led BRI
| ] ] ! s -







95

friends, such articles being very liable to be destroyed ; but no ar-
ticle of needful or desirable apparel has ever, with my sanction,
‘been refused for the use af any patient.

- “ EXTRACTS FROM THE STATEMENT oF THE Casg or Miss H. H.

- “ “This lady appears to have been admitted into Bethlem Hos-
pital on the 4th of April last, to have been discharged on the 18th
- of the same month (after a residence therein of fourteen days only),
-~ and to have died in three days after her discharge.
- “¢ At the time of her admission, it is stated by the Medical
practitioner, who had previously attended her, that her limbs were
 firm, and that although thin, she had the average amount of flesh
" and strength for an invalid; but she oceasionally refused her food,
- had two or three times been subjected to mechanical restraint, and
~ for two or three days previously to her admission had fallen into
- dirty habits. Her father also states, that on her admission her
- health was ¢ pretty good, and that she was gaining flesh.” ¢ On her
-~ discharge, her condition, according to her father’s account, was ex-
ceedingly changed for the worse ;” and according to the statement
tﬁ' his medical attendant, Mr. Taylor, ¢ her appearance was much
- altered, being very emaciated, her bones almost protruding through
her skin, and on her body were various wounds and bruises. ”
- The statement subsequently continues—
“ After her death, in consequence of some complaints made by
the father, her person was inspected on the following day by Mr.
~ Lawrence and Sir Alexander Morison (two of the Medical Officers
of Bethlem Hospital) and a post morfem examination was after-
wards made by two surgeons, who, together with Dr. Wood, who
- came in before the examination was completed, signed a medical
~ certificate, stating, ¢ that there was no evidence to show that she
' had sustained any injury which could in any way have hastened her
death.”
~ “In consequence of some complaints made by the father of this
pﬁhent, as to his daughter’s treatment whilst in the Hospital, an
inquiry into the case was instituted, before a Committee of
- Governors.’
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ud could see nothing leading to the conclusion, or even the sus-
5 '. cion, that she had met with ill-usage before death ; there had
been no open sore at the time of death ; the buttocks were red and
slightly excoriated from having been wetted with urine, as gene-
rally happens in dirty patients, and the hips were in a nearly similar
state, the bones having become very prominent, in consequence of
‘the patient’s considerable emaciation, and the skin having conse-
q .u been fretted by the position of the body, and probably by
e restlessness of the patient ; there were four or five brownish
*.: nd quite dry marks where the skin had been probably excoriated,
principally on the legs; and there was a very faint bruise mark
near one of these. The surrounding skin in all these situations
“was of its natural pale colour. Such appearances, and probably to
~ a greater extent, would almost inevitably be found on the body of
“a patient who had been in a violent state for two or three weeks
before death.
- “¢T remain, my dear Sir,

“¢ Yours very faithfully,
~ “<J.E. Johnson, Esq. ” “ ¢ Wy, LAwRENCE.”

«< April 23, 1851.
¢ ¢ Examination of the Body of Hannah Hyson,

~ “ Body emaciated ; some superficial abrasions on the surface of
the lower extremifies, probably owing to the scratching or the
f1, icking of the skin; slight ecchymosis under back part of scalp ;
B Emall chronic abscess in the integument of the right side of head,
j:*- parently connected with an old wound, the scar of which was
. rious, but must have healed some months. :
% QOn removing the calvarium the arachnoid was found univer-
_" opaque, the pia mater loaded with serum, the ventricles con-
siderably distended with fluid, capable of holding from two to three
< ounces each. Nothing further morbid observed in the brain, which
s of average firmness. Some fluid remained in the case of the
skull after the brain was removed ; the lungs were healthy ; some
adhemnn existed in the left pleura; heart rather flabby ; abdo-
viscera healthy. G
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allowed time to consider the Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy,
and the Evidence on which they have founded that Report, which I
am informed does not bear out the inferences which they have
drawn. Or, if the Report and Evidence are not before the Governors,

~ that they would order the strict enquiry earnestly requested by me

in my letter to the President and to the Treasurer on the 25th of
February.

““In consequence of my Letter of that date having been passed
over at the Meeting of the General Court on the 26th of April, I
addressed a few lines to the President, the Treasurer, and the General
Committee of 3rd May instant, begging their earnest consideration
of the same.

* On Saturday last, the 8th instant, a letter was addressed to the
Physicians of Bethlem Hospital, referring them to the Home Secre-
tary of State for copies of the Report, and Evidence of the Com-
missioners in Lunacy, ¢ the chief recommendation in which it is pro-
proposed to give effect to by the Resolution above quoted:” at the
same time expressing their desire to receive any statement the Phy-
sicians may wish to submit to them, to which they will give their
best consideration.

1 therefore respectfully and earnestly request that I may, in
conjunction with my colleague, Dr. Monro, have a reasonable time
to consider the subject, and be allowed an opportunity of answering
whatever evidence may have been given, and statements to our
prejudice.

I have the honour to be,
““ My Lords and Gentlemen,
“ Your most obedient Servant,
¢t 26, Cavendish Square, ¢« ALEx. Morison.”
¢ 10th May, 1852,






i
]
E.‘
i

105

“¢5. That the Treasurer has, without due authority, taken from
the Resident Medical Officer the duties of classifying the female
patients, of regulating.their employment, and determining in what
wards they shall be placed, and has injudiciously invested the
Matron with this power.’

“ No one, in my opinion, can read these statements without
coming to the immediate conclusion, that an important duty pre-
viously belonging entirely to the Resident Apothecary, has been -
recently transferred from him to the Matron, who, prior to the date
of the transfer, had no authority of the kind. |

“Such a conclusion, I submit, however, would be exceedingly
erroneous.
~ «Tn the Rules of the Hospital, a copy of which I placed in your
hands, you will find (page 114, No. 12,) that the Apothecary is ‘ to
regulate, in the absence of the Physicians, the classification, em-
ployment, amusement, and general management of the patients.’

It is obvious, therefore, that these duties, primarily and sub-
stantially belong to the Physicians, and not to the Apothecary; and
the latter can have, therefore, no greater authority on this subject,
in the absence of the former than they themselves have by the
Rules, which is (page 110, No. 11) that they are ‘to recommend
Patients for employment, occupation, and amusement, either in the
Hospital garden, airing-courts, or work-rooms.’

“The Rule (page 114, No. 13) immediately following that which
gives the Apothecary power to regulate, in the absence of the
Physicians, the classification, &c., provides tbat he shall ¢ direct, in
conjunction with the Steward, that every male patient, and in con-
junction with the Matron, that every female patient, for whom
employment would be beneficial, be supplied with suitable means of
occupation.’

¢ This qualifies very materially the power, given in the preceding
Rule, to the Apothecary, and, I doubt not, was intended to have
that effect.

“By Rule 7, p. 123, the Matron is required ‘to distribute
the patients in their sleeping apartments, so that each female
attendant may have a proper number of those who are fit to work to
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-« Much of this statement is too general to admit of a reply. So
far as it is specifie, it is incorrect. The provisions of the Hospital
are inspected weekly by the Sub-committee ; and the diet of the
healthy patients is regulated by the diet-table, which was prepared

- gome time gince, and considered by the Sub-Committee, the Com-
~ mittee, and many of the Officers of the Hospital, after which it

was approved and adopted by the General Court of Governors,
The diet of the sick patients is entirely at the discretion of the
Medical Officers.

Extract :—

¢ < He (the Steward) formerly had control over the male Attend-
ants, who are mow, however, properly placed, by some verbal
regulation of the Treasurer, under the management of the Resident
Medical Officer.’

“] beg to state, that I never made any verbal regulation on
this subject. The power of the Steward to control male Attendants
was terminated by the introduction, a short time since, of new
Rules, having reference to the duties of all the subordinate
Officers.

““These Rules were carefully considered by the Sub-Committee,
the Committee, and the Officers of the Hospital, before they were
adopted by the General Court. They confirm to the Matron the
control over the female Attendants. A Copy of them I placed in
your hands.

Extract :—

“ ¢ This practice (referring to the bedding of some of the Patients)
which has prevailed for years, has gone on without challenge from,
and even (as is stated) without the knowledge of the Treasurer,
the Physicians, the Resident Apothecary, &e.’

“T am mentioned here, I submit, very gratuitously. In my ex-
amination before you, I was not asked a single question, and did
not make a single statement respecting the bedding ; indeed, I had
no opportunity of doing more than answering the questions you
put to me. I cheerfully attended at your office, to render the
best assistance in my power, in the investigation of a charge made
against the female attendants at Bethlem of having treated some
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