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Dr. Lever's Cases of Puerperal Convulsions. 9

- This woman was talking to a friend in her room five minutes
before she was attacked with the convulsion which left her in that
comatose state in which she was found by Mr. Cotton and myself,
and from which state of insensibility she never rallied. When did
the cerebral effusion take place ! Was there any effusion before the
convulsion ? Did all these evidences of cerebral disease display
themselves in three hours ?

Case 11.
Primipara— Convulsions — Delivered by Forceps— Emphysema—
Death—Child alive—Urine albuminous.

To JurLia C——, a short stout Irishwoman, of sanguine temperament,
plethoric habits, married, and about eight months advanced in preg-
nancy, Mr. Hewitt was suddenly called on June 23rd. The account
he received from the mother was, that for some days the patient’s
bowels had been constipated ; that for 48 hours she had complained
of considerable pain in the head, and her face had been alternately
flushed and pale. At 4 A.m. she had taken a dose of salts and senna,
but soon vomited it: at 9 A.m. she was seized with a convulsion: her
lips were livid ; eyes fixed; mouth distorted, and covered with foam.
Although much alarmed, her friends did not send for Mr. Hewitt
for three hours ; during which time she had several returns of the fits,
and had been perfectly insensible during the intervals. Mr. Hewitt
found her comatose : her skin was cool; her countenance placid ;
breathing tranquil ; the pupils slightly dilated, but obedient to light ;
the pulse was 100, full, and bounding : she was perfectly unconscious,
all attempts to rouse her being ineffectual. V.S. ad 3xxv. was
practised, when the pulse became rapid and fluttering. As the arm
was being tied up, she had another most violent fit, during which the
pupils became dilated. The hair was removed from the scalp; an
aperient glyster immediately administered; and liq. ant. pot. tart. 3 1.
was given every half hour. On vaginal examination, the os uteri
was found dilated to the size of a shilling, with a thin sharp edge; and
the head presenting. From this time until half-past 2 p.m. the fits
continued at intervals of about half-an-hour. Twenty ounces more
blood were abstracted from the arm, and she continued the tartar
emetic. The os uteri became soft and dilated; and labour was evi-
dently progressing. Between the fits the patient rolled about the bed
and moaned : this was apparently caused by the uterine efforts. At
half- past 3 the fits still recurred, and more frequently: 3viij. of blood
were taken from the temporal artery. At 5 o’clock p.m. I delivered
her with the short forceps; but previous to their introduction, the
bladder was emptied by the catheter: the urine, when examined,
proved to be highly albuminous, of the sp. grav. 1010. The uterus
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