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TO THE RIGHT HON. THE

EARL OF EGREMONT,

LORD LIEUTENANT OF SUSSEX, &ec. §c.

i ——————

MY LORD,

THAr your Lordship’s name should be
found conferring support on any work,
the tendency of which might seem con-
ducive to the public benefit, will surprise
those the least who have the honour of
knowing your Lordship the most,

There are subjects, my Lord, on which
a difference of opinion in the eyes of the
Public will seem justifiable; subjects on
which a doubt may securely rest, and the

many will respect that doubt ; and again,
others, where to doubt would seem so






DEDICATION. v

me, can I claim an Englishman’s right—
a fair hearing. A right, I proudly feel,
that an English monarch, in the true
audi alteram partem spirit of justice has,

by his example, prepared for me.

* It was first intended to publish this Work by
Subscription, as a mode of rendering its passage sure
to the hands of those who, unprejudiced by educa-
tion or professional dogmas, might conclude on its
merits by the standard of common sense. A short
announcement of such intention produced as Sub-
scribers

HIS MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY GEORGE 1V.
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Lorp F. L. Gower, M. P.
Stk CuarcLes M. Burrerr, Bart. M. P.
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INTRODUCTION.

—_—

No disease has perhaps occupied a greater
share of public attention, than that which
forms the subject of the following pages ;—
its importance, therefore, is manifest. The
honorable critic must be aware under what
different auspices a writer appears, as the
opposer of long-established prejudices, to
one, who takes popular tenets as his guide,
and traces his opinions by the laid down
chart of public belief. To the latter, no
subject can be called really difficult, since
the feelings of his readers are readyv to par-
ticipate in and facilitate his labours. Such
a writer will glide smoothly down the stream
The current of general belief wafts him on
his course, and the haven of public opinion
receives him. Not so the man who launches
his little solitary bark against both wind
and tide, and sails forth into an unknown
ocean. . No hand, however friendly, can
effectually assist him in his labours, for all
B






INTRODUCTION, 3

the learned, that occasionally creep forth,
and require only to be a little looked into
to be exploded.*

To many in Brigllfon, perhaps, it will
appear extraordinary that I, a young prac-
titioner, should step forward to the *“ breach,”’
when others, * older in practice, abler than
myself,” have not stirred a foot in advance.
To those who may possess such a feeling, I
plead a matter of local necessity ; a loud, a
lengthened call for something to be done
by somebody, for the common interests of
all. As the opinions of an impartial and
attentive journalist, the following paragraph,
which appeared in connexion with the sub-
ject of this work in the Brighton Herald of
June 4th last, will go farther to make that
local necessity manifest, than whole volumes
from myself.

“ There is no town in this kingdom,—at
least, so the extraordinary precautions taken

* That able barrister, Mr. Scarlett, in a late trial,
mentioned a law in existence, that for 150 years had
been improperly construed.—Why are there not mazes
in physie as well as law?

B 2






INTRODUCTION. 5

to say why they did not obey a public
call, and not for me to excuse my having
done so.

Whatever may be their opinions respect-
ing the nature of Hydrophobia, they must
have known, or they ought to have made
themselves acquainted, with the little dan-
ger that was to be apprehended from it in
this town, though they saw the severest
cautions adopted against it.

By these remarks, I must not for a moment
be thought to call in question the conduct
of the magistrates and the high-constable
respecting their late dog-killing plans. These
officers did their duty, and did that duty in
the best manner, as far as effectiveness against
supposed mischief will acquit them.*

* That a number of useless curs are kept by persons
whose situations in life can afford no excuse for their
services, every one is aware. I must not, therefore, for
a moment be thought the defender of a nuisance that
the interests of all require should be done awayv. 1
see though no necessity why, if we be disposed to hang
dogs, that we should give them * bad names.” Destroy
them, in the name of comfort, but desiroy them as
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We have killed hundreds of dogs without
the possibility of knowing that the fears
which instigated their destruction were
justly or unjustly raised; in fact, without
ascertaining that a single mad animal met a
just death, for that general safety, to which
hecatombs of the tribe were offered up. We
can only argue that we might have been
successful, because we truly were unsparing.

Such undisciplined terror should properly
become the subject of reproof, and it has
been thus justly remarked on:— It is
particularly injurious to a place, circum-
stanced as Brighton is, keeping many per-
sons away and deterring others ; some from
the fear of themselves or their children being
infected, or the dislike of having their dogs
destroyed.”” And again, “ by Kkilling the
dogs immediately, all possibility of under-
standing the real danger is avoided, and it
would be much better to hire a stable with
a good door and lock, and fasten up the
suspected dogs out of reach of one another
with chains, and endeavour so to understand
whether there is danger or not; instead of
proclaiming to all the world that they are












AS A SPECIFIC DISEASE, 11

in the land troops, or of splinters among
those in the naval service. Such wounds,
generally speaking, cannot be fairly classed
with similar injuries received under every-
day feelings and e'vents; inasmuch as the
subjects of them owed, perhaps, to circum-
stances, a considerable portion of their seve-
rity or peculiarity. Many of these injuries
occurred under the influence of the most
controlling and powerful feelings that agi-
tate the minds of men — in the field of
battle, or a corresponding scene of slaughter
on the ocean. They had, perhaps, their seve-
rity heightened by the subjects of them
lying for hours in a helpless state, in the
open air, exposed to the fear of instant
death in almost every dreadful shape, until
the dubious eonflict in which they were such
interested speetators, closed by the defeat of
their friends. They then became prisoners ;
in the hands of Englishmen, it is true, but,
their mental sufferings cannot be quoted
less on that aceount. They, no doubt,
enjoyed all the attentions in the camp of an
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disposition, the offspring of curiosity, about
him. Though thousands of pounds are an-
nually spent in France, from the gad-about
disposition of our countrymen, an English
tradesman seldom hears, in return, even a
solitary Louis d’or ring on his counter.

With this disposition, which seems to be
suited better to ward off sorrows by the
light armour of animal spirits, than to op-
pose their brunt with the shield of cool
unshrinking philosophy, have I seen the
wounded Frenchman a prisoner in Eng-
land.

With such a subject, under such circum-
stances, peculiarities of the most decided
character will sometimes be seen in the ter-
mination of the commonest complaints. In
the mind, I have no doubt, they had their
origin ; the grand model by which half
the rough and smooths of our life are shaped
—circumstance — gave them birth. Many
of these peculiarities, which were developed
in strong hypochondriacal diseases, or, more
properly speaking perhaps, nostalgic, 1






AS A SPECIFIC DISEASE. i5

proof by experiment, that a poison, pro-
dueed either by the corruption of the fluids
or secretions of dogs termed rabid * really

ent. In fact, we may with the like propriety, call the
gout small pox; or, small-pox the gout;—the word
pock, as descriptive of an eruptive process in the com-
plaint, should not prevent us when Hydrophobia thus
establishes a precedent.

* I have had an opportunity of making experiments
on rabbits, cats, and other animals, with the blood and
salivary secretions of two dogs presumed to be mad, but
in no instance was I able to communicate disease, Mr.
John Hunter is said to have made similar experiments,
(even with fish,) with similar results. I have also inserted
a portion of the supposed poison on the point of a lancet
in my own arm, an experiment I would at any time
repeat, but without any effect, not even the slightest irri-
tation succeeding the wound. If at any time it should be
thought necessary to investigate the nature of the Hydro-
phobic peison, let a committee be appointed by the
Royal College of Physicians or Surgeons, and the mode
of. enquiry fixed. Under such circumstances, I pledge
myself to produce one individual, at least, whose person
shall be made the medium of any fair experiments to
disprove the communicable properties of the poison.—
In Constantinople, where the climate is much warmer
than in England, and where dogs run in numbers wild
about the city and its confines, not a solitary case of
Hydrophobia is said ever to have occurred,
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formed by a series of hypothetical doctrines,
that have been broached on the subject by
medical men, many of whom stand high in
professional attainments, and as high in the
estimation of the public. No wonder, there-
fore, that general credence has been given
to opinions so promulgated. No wonder,
that the appearance of a dog, supposed to
be mad, should be hailed with the same
feelings of terror in the minds of the multi-
tude, as the prophecy of an earthquake.
This fear has indeed, for many years, assumed
such a semblance of nationality, that the pen
of the satirist has often quoted it as such.
Goldsmith, in his admirable novel of the
““ Vicar of Wakefield,” evidently assumes
the risible strain, when speaking of Hydro-
phobia, in his ¢ Man and the Dog of Isling-
ton.” It has also, by another writer, whose
name I now forget, been used, with the addi-
tion of a penny rise in the gallon of bread,
and a fleet of flat-bottomed boats from the
Gallic side of the channel, to make up the
maximum of an Englishman’s dreads and
his grievances.
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more than the worst can bring with it. Let
us, at least, be able to say in honesty, as the
health protectors of the public, here possess
confidence ! or—there cherish fear!

The doctrine of the day, as regards the
disease called Hydrophobia, inclines us to
believe, that a specific virus is infused, by
the bite of a rabid animal, into the human
system. For the appearance of this disease
there seems a want of knowledge, on the part
of the medical world, to give any thing like
a definite time, to demonstrate what circum-
stances may hasten, or what delay, its sup-
. posed influence on the constitution ; or, in
fact, to paint the complaint, as a whole, a
decided and established likeness.

That it is not so with other known spe-
cific diseases must be admitted. If we ino-
culate for small-pox, measles, cow-pox, &c.
we expect certain characteristic marks of
complaint to make their appearance, and
we can date a near time for their coming.
When they make their appearance, each
preserves its likeness, each possesses its

“form and pressure,” unaltered in character,
¢ 2
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adduced as instances.* Hasty death ensues
after the infusion of this poison ; and yet its
effects are generally allowed to be employed

* We gain nothing by analogy with the effects of
these poisons to support Hydrophobia, but much to dis-
arm it of specific properties. Men and animals, bitten
by these snakes, have been known to die in half-an-hour
or less after, and have been seldom seen to live, unless
the case terminated favourably, which is rare, beyond
twenty hours. This is what may be called true specific
action ; no one would contend, for a moment, against this
direct application of effect to cause.

How different is the Hydrophobic poison, (so called)
inert, not appearing, as allowed by its defenders, above
once in twenty times—slow—as, according 10 the same,
it has appeared twelve years after the bite.

A Mr. Whitlaw has recommended to notice, lately,
through the public prints, the alisma plantago, as a
specific remedy against the effects of both Hydrophobia
and Tetanus, because it is said to cure the bite of a
rattle-snake. This gentleman says, that a specific disease
(he calls Hydrophobia so,) must require for its cure a
spesific remedy, and this remedy he is equally convinced
will cure Tetanus. What right that gentleman has to
such an assumption, I know not. With opinions of Hy-
drophobia, as a communicable disease, he cannot reason
by analogy. The poison of a rattle-snake may be com-
municated, but Tetanus is not communicable, Whence,






AS A SPECIFIC DISEASE. 23

the hereditary tendency of gout and scro-
fula; who, after having read, and heard it
allowed by the best men of the day, that, in
one generation, these diseases may be latent,
and, in another, shew themselves, and that,
from hereditary influence; who, after this,
will deny that latent Hydrophobia may
not possess the same properties? Here we
produce, like scrofulous and gouty subjects
from the birth, Hydrophobics in swaddling
clothes. Another theory has been given to
the world, from hands that might almost
ensure its reception, its complete and univer-
sal credence. It is this—that, after the bite
of a mad dog, the virus that he has commu-
nicated to the system remains inert, unal-
tered to its substance and attributes, in the
wound where it was placed, after that wound
shall have healed, until certain favourable
peculiarities of the constitution call it into
action. If it remain inert, unaltered in the
wound, the fact may be readily demon-
strated ; and, before the favourable peculi- .
arities occur on the part of the system, the
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our regard, in its incomplete state, than that
it may be readily proved to be incorrect, and
therefore laid at once on the shelf, and dis-
tract our minds no more.

Mr. Blaine, in his “ Canine Pathology,”
at the same time that he gives us a very
excellent practical description of dogs that
are mad, knits together a stranger theory
than any yet adduced on the effects of the
supposed rabid poison on the human sub-
ject.

I shall give both his able remarks, as a
scientific practitioner, and his theoretical
dreams, in a general manner.

After remarking on the symptoms that
demonstrate this disease in dogs, Mr. B,
makes an assertion, that will be by no means
relished by the advocates of Hydrophobia ;
an assertion that would indeed startle myself
in a measure, were I not aware, by the evi-
dence of my own senses, of its correctness.

That gentleman declares, in the first
place, that the disease being called madness
is misnamed, since, in a vast majority of
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on ; or, from a paralytic affection of the jaw,
by no means uncommon; or, again, as I
have observed, from mechanical obstruction,
by a swelling of the parotid and submax-
illary glands. In some cases, again, the
jaw of the dog is completely fixed, and the
saliva runs from the mouth in consequence.
When this is the case, an idea of increased
flow of the juice of the salivary glands is often
incorrectly believed. There may be no in-
crease in the usual quantity of saliva, but by
that fluid escaping from the corners of the
mouth, we are led at first sight, in this par-
ticular, to a wrong conclusion. Let those
who would defend Hydrophobia, as a com-
municable disease to man, first prove the
incorrectness of the allegations Mr. Blaine
has made, and 1 have ventured to second.

I do think that they are bound to do this,
before they speak of the disease at @ll, for,
surely, it will not be for a moment advanced,
that a dread of water shall exist to form the
very denominative symptom of complaint
that a man receives from a brute, when, on
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after.”’—Its date of appearance has nothing
to do with the act of absorption, that I can
see. It is not necessary that a man should
wear grey hairs before he become acquainted
with the generally-admitted functions of the
absorbents ; and reasoning (a faculty that
may be stumbled on at eight or nine and
twenty, as likely as at sixty years,) on the
powers of those vessels, as taught me by men
standing high in their profession, I am per-
mitted to declare, that this, nor any other
poison, can be ‘“ so slowly absorbed.”"—

Mr. Blaine, then, when he says the poison
is immediately absorbed into the system,
reasons, I think, properly; and, as a prac-
titioner should when he does not take upon
himself to impugn what every-day practice
convineces him is correct.

And yet, after this, the same gentleman
conceives that the local treatment of wounds
from a rabid animal may be as safely trusted
in for weeks after they may have been in-
flicted, (at any time before what he calls
““secondary inflammation”’ comes on) as at
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what to call it) "theory can elicit from a
medical reader, I shall anticipate in a few
words. It was said of Lord Byron’s hero in
his Poem of the Corsair, that he  possessed
every virtue under heaven but common
honesty” —a similar remark may apply to
Mr. Blaine’s theory. It has every other
claim to our notice save that it is impossible
to be correct. I, however, respect this virus ;
nay, more, I venerate one good quality it
possesses hugely. There is such a pa-
thetic—

“ And art thou gone! and art thou gone!”

about it, when it comes back to the
place of its insertion, and secks for its
old friend the bite. Unlike “ wordlings,” it
will have no communication with the new
wound which may have usurped the place of
its ancient companion, but retires in disgust,
nobody but Mr. Blaine knows where, unless
it obtain a seat at the Biliary Board, or take
the “ Chiltern Hundreds” in the sanguiferous
system. -
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Butler was certainly wrong, in his ideas of
sympathy, on the subject of the “Tallyaco-
tian Nose ;”’ :

“ For when the date of Nock was out,
Of dropp’d the sympathetic snout,”

either will not apply to the Hydrophobic poi-
son, which is said to lie cooped up in a part of
the human body, like a spider in his web, or
knocking the animal that committed the mis-
chief on the head, would sadly mutilate such
a theory.

All that we really know of Hydrophobia, may
be thus comprised ; we see persons taken ill,
and, suffering under certain symptoms, com-
monly die: these symptoms, it has been cus-
tomary to believe, are attributable to a certain
virus, that may have been a few days before
—a few weeks before—a few months before—
or twelve or fifteen years before, insinuated
into the system by the bite of a mad animal.
Indeed, this insinuating system has been
carried to such lengths, that when all the
symptoms of the complaint have made their

D
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similar to that which appears from neither
of these causes, from nothing at all—or being
born and bred in the constitution, for we
may so translate spontaneous.

As regards the virus being received into
the system by absorption, there exists an
objection, (at least, it appears such to me,)
that has, 1 think, hitherto been unnoticed.
The wound inflicted by a dog’s tooth, is
commonly of the punctured kind. In such
a wound, but little lesion of substance is
produced, though an extravasation of blood
is commonly seen for some distance around
it. 'This happens from the pressure of the
animal’s jaws. It is, indeed, a bruised as well
as punctured wound, and may be regarded,
as similar, to one that would be produced
by a blunted spike stuck in the cheek of
a vice. If such an instrument, thus armed,
were turned sharply on any intermediate
substance, it would, by the application of a
slight tap, or blow, first fix that substance ;
while, additional force applied, would not

only drive the spike farther within it, but
D2
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without a seeming happy object to promote ;
and yet, as arising from sources that have
produced better things, they have been
accepted as truths, without a proper enquiry
into their claims to credence, and placed on
a cheek-by-jowl intimacy, with our common-
est, and best-established facts. While on
‘wounds, it may again be remarked, that they
sometimes bear a relative afiinity to the cir-
cumstances under which they were received ;
plainly evineing, that the mind has no incon-
siderable share in the result, whether fortu-
nate or otherwise. It will be also recollected,
that bruised or punctured wounds, particu-
larly of the extremities, (parts more subject
than any others in the body to injury from a
dog, as undefended or employed in protec-
tion of the person,) are regarded, as a class
of injuries, liable under any circumstances
to produce unpleasant terminations.

It has not uncommonly happened, that a
wound from a needle or a small splinter, in the
hands or feet, has produced death under all
the accompanying horrors of Tetanus ; and
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nating appearances, if there be any, between
these two complaints ?—I will go further ;—
May it not have happened, in this mad-dog-
matical wonder-loving age, that men have
existed who wanted an intention to mark
a distinction, when such distinetion would
interfere with established dogmas, and go
far to spoil the trade of mystery ?

If this disease, this mystifying Bo! catch-
ye! Hydrophobia have indeed a claim to our
credence, as arising from a specific virus, the
claim may be readily shewn. What is this
virus /—where is it to be found ?—and when
procured, will experiment confirm its re-
puted effects? It either was never found,
or experiment has never made that finding
known to the world. I would act fairly in
argument, but I do not feel myself called
upon to dispute (and I assume the strain of
argument only from courtesy to those who
hold different opinions,) on what has never
yet been proved to have existence. I would
rather the onus probandi, in that particular,
lay on the shoulders of its advocates. I
more than doubt, T have, by my conduct,
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Either we are right, in commonly-received
opinions respecting the ordinary functions
of the body, or we are wrong—if the latter,
let it be made manifest, and the doctrine
mended as soon as possible. It amounts
to this: shall the opinions of the ablest
physiologists on the animal economy be
offered up in whole hecatombs, (their cor-
rectness untainted, unimpugned,) to the
strange idol, Hydrophobia? 1 think they
ought not to be, though the greatest men of
the present day officiate as high-priests in
the sacrifice.

Dr. Hunter evidently sneers at Hydropho-
bia, when he relates a case, where “twenty-
one persons were bitten by a mad dog, and
only one of them became affected with
Hydrophobia; he was not the first, nor the
last, nor the most lacerated,”—he continues,
“ little more of this disease is known than
was a thousand years back, and if any medi-
cine had been given to these people, we
should have said we had found a specific,
that succeeded in curing twenty out of the
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Let us for a time drop the knife, which we
know so well how to use, and take up the
pen, which we have in a measure neglected.
Let us renounce the tourniquet, and screw
the powers of thought to the ° sticking
point.”” Let us do something that bespeaks
a desire of improvement, where improve-
ment is so much wanting. Let us think of
Hydrophobia ; let us speak of it as philoso-
phers, (and not confine ourselves to a bare
relation of cases;) lest it hang, as a foul blot,
on the escutcheon of medical philosophy,
that the most dreadful of “ all human cala-
mities”” is not only not understood, but
unsought into.

How unjustly have we treated the doctrine
of Animal Magnetism, (though probably a
bubble) in reference to the tenets we hold of
Hydrophobia. In the former, we have before
us an apparent active and passive agent,—
we have at once a seeming effect, and a
seeming cause for such effect. But we have
not so in Hydrophobia. Effects, from some
cause, we clearly see; but, who can show
that cause to be the bite of a dog? Who,
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may have no proof) and, we have also
seen persons die under similar symptoms,
whom we could never prove to have been
bitten, or injured in any way, by such an
animal.*

It would be surely improper, and unjust,
to imagine that such persons may have been
bitten, when we could gain no intelligence
of it.

If T were willing, for the sake of fair argu-
ment, to admit, that we are able to prove,
that a person, being bitten by a rabid animal,
is liable to be infected with a specific disease ;
that that disease possesses definite symp-
toms, and that death commonly follows these
symptoms—that we have been always able

* I know it may be said that symptoms of secondary
irritation have been noticed in the old wound before an
attack of Hydrophobia; but I regard such appearances
as perfectly accidental. For, if it were part of the
necessary incidents of specific disease, it must ever be
seen in an Hydrophobic case; and, it is reported to have
been observed, in only one or two, and even then, in the
most unsatisfactory manner, in those I have seen.
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way, cause inflammation, individually or
collectively, of the stomach, gullet, wind-
pipe, or brain? Let the believers in Hydro-
phobia say where the torch is first applied,
and means may then be found, to account for
the general conflagration.

That instances of death may have taken
place, at any period after the bite of a dog,
wholly independent of tetanus from the
wound, and, even when it might be fairly
inferred, that no such catastrophe would
have happened, had the infliction of the
wound been by other causes, I will imagine
for the sake of fairness; but, it is equally
fair to argue, that the mind may have had a
principal part to play in the fatal scene.
Persons have been frightened to death.*
And, as I know no greater object of terror
to the many, than the bite of a dog sup-
posed to be mad, I may conclude, that it

* The oft-mentioned and apparently well-authenti-

cated case of the London drayman may here suffice as
an instance,
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disease still lurks within him, which may,
even years after, destroy him in spite of all
art can do to prevent it. Tell him this ;—
and how will the features of the case be
altered? Let him be attacked some time
after with a complaint possessing rather
strange symptoms. “ Have you ever been
bitten by an animal supposed to be mad ?”
Ask him that! Offer him a glass of water,
the dreadful type of the nature of your fears,
and one, that, from report, he well under-
stands. He will shrink from the trial. But
I will allow him to possess more than com-
mon nerve ; he shall take it, with a bold hand,
as the passport to life or death. If degluti-
tion be interrupted by casual circumstances ;
—if slight effort be required to swallow—
what is the consequence? Only a doubt,
perhaps, in the mind of the medical attendant,
but a dreadful eonvietion in that of the
sufferer. Use all your rhetoric, after this, to
persuade him that he is in no danger from
the bite, and you will not succeed. It may

be, again, that the mind of a man who has
E
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bitten, (nobody knows how long before) by
a dog supposed mad, or a strange one,
(which is the same thing, it would seem) and
that that patient died, either with a disability,
a disinclination, or a dread of swallowing
water.

It has been thought that the symptom
Hydrophobia, strictly speaking the dread of
water, may arise from that fluid appearing
like a flame of fire to the patient, and hence
his dread of it. If this opinion were proved
to be correct, no one would wonder that a
person refuses to drink water under such
circumstances. For, swallowing fire, to a
man of common appetite, and whose stomach
may not have been prepared for the recep-
tion of such a warm morsel, by previous
apprenticeship to a juggler, is no joke in-
deed. But, allowing this opinion in spirit,
rather than meaning, we look to the brain as
the cause; and, that false impressions are,
during the stage of excitement, from various
causes, conveyed to the sensorium, none
will deny. D’Israeli, in the 2d Vol. of his

E 2
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a friend and schoolmate, whom 1 knew a
fine, healthy, high-spirited young man. He
had made one of a party, who hired a vessel
for the purpose of shooting puffins, cross-
bills, &c.—birds that frequent, in large quan-
tities, the cliffs on the sea-coast. During
the voyage, some cause, (a wager, 1 think,
with one of his associates) tempted him to
go aloft on the rigging of the vessel. By
some mismanagement while there, he loosed
his hold, and would have fallen, but for a
rope which coiled about his thigh, and held
him suspended from the cross-trees, with his
head downward, until some of the men went
up and liberated him. He was found com-
pletely unhurt, and he descended the shrouds
with safety, and gained the deck. Venturing
thence, to look on the spot, to which, under
stiich dreadful circumstances, he had been so
fortuitously attached, his mind was unable
to bear the impressions the view excited ;
and he fell senseless on the deck, while his
friends were congratulating him on his hurt-
less escape. He was taken exceedingly ill
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that, as we looked towards the railed plat-
form above, and were observing some persons
thereon, one of them suddenly spread up an
umbrella or parasol over the iron-work. The
effect on my poor friend was like an electric
shock—I heard a stifled moan, and in an
instant he was senseless by my side. He
recovered after successive fits, but was ill for
some days. He left town in a week or so
after, and I saw him no more, but I heard of
his death in about a year. Here was mental
excitement beyond a doubt. This young
man had had nothing to worry his mind,
that ever I heard of, beyond the circumstance
I have related. He was in comfortable cir-
cumstances, possessing a little independence,
and had only himself to provide for. Another
case,asmuch in pointastheone I haverelated,
I will likewise mention. 1 was called, a few
months since, to a married woman who is
subject to attacks of hysteria, the most
violent 1 ever beheld, and of the longest con-
tinuance. She dated them from this occur-
rence. She was looking on, with others, to
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the ledge of an up-stairs window, cleaning
the glass. As she came nearly opposite the
house, the girl flapped her dusting cloth.
The poor woman saw the floating drapery,
and it was enough ; she fell on the pavement,
and fainting succeeded fainting, until she
was nearly exhausted.

When I saw her, which was about three
years after the first fright, she was only 27
years of age, but looked as if a half century
of care and trouble had pressed with its
heaviest hand upon her head ; though, I be-
lieve, she had had nothing untoward in the
common affairs of life to perplex her. Her
husband seemed a careful man enough, and
earned sufficient to keep himself and partner
above want. They had no children.

The first time I saw this woman, 1 was
called to her in consequence of a more than
usually severe attack of hysterics. 1 was
about to give her a little hartshorn and
water, when she told me, as well as she could
speak, not to do so, ‘“ as she could not drink
it—it would choke her;” 1 persisted, how-
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had, as the effect of Hysteria. Might I not,
by ill-timed questions, have wound the case
up to a fatal termination ? I think it not at
all unlikely. Offering a sick person water,
unless he ask for it, seems to me truly farci-
cal, if not mischievous. He may dislike it,
or may not want it—there is nothing strange
in this. Persisting in such civilities, however
meant, when one betrays a disposition to
avoid them, puts me much in mind of the
opinions of a certain surly old gentleman.
“ People,” said he, ““have offended me as
much, or more, by outrageous civilily, as
studied neglect. I have dined with a good-
natured but ill-bred couple, who have heaped,
in very kindness, provisions on my plate,
enough to feed a garrison, in spite of all my
entreaties that they would forbear; until 1
could have requited their well-meant, but
officious perseverance, by throwing the plate
and its contents at their heads.”

I have no doubt, that many a, so-called,
Hydrophobie patient, has possessed the same
feeling towards his medical attendants, that
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It is a common opinion, and may be dated
from the remotest periods, that the bite of a
man in a state of rage, as well as of animals,
will produce the most serious results.  Pliny
speaks of it as the worst of wounds ; “ Mor-
sus hominum inter asperrimos quoque nume-
ratur.” 'The bite, or pecks, of some of the
feathered tribe, too, have been said to pro-
duce Hydrophobia !

The following extracts, from Barrow’s
Cochin-China, will be found illustrative of
these opinions, and will also shew, that
Hydrophobia is said to exist in countries
where canine madness is unknown.

““ To this relaxed state of the body,* may
certainly be attributed the fatality attending
many disorders, which, in Europe, are not

* May not Trismus Infantum, of frequent occurrence
in Demerara, be here fairly quoted. This complaint,
sometimes attacking children a few hours after their
birth, would seem to proceed from the division of the
umbilical cord; for, when the wounded part has been,
at the time of cutting it, touched with spirits of turpen-
tine, the cumplaint‘has not appeared.
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tained on the coast of Malabar. 'The bite
of an enraged man is said to be as certain
of producing Hydrophobia as that of a mad
dog, two cases of which had happened not
long before our arrival. One of them being
stated by Dr. Le Dulx, in the 5th Vol. of the
Transactions of the Batavian Society, a work
little known in Europe, I shall use no apo-
logy for inserting a translation of it.

““ On the 17th March, 1789, information
was laid before the court of justice, that the
writer, Balthazar Van Viiet, in a fit of mad-
ness, had plunged a knife into his bowels.
The court proceeded to the place without
delay, attended by the town-surgeon, Lom-
bart, where they found the patient, by direc-
tion of the surgeon attending him, bound,
and in strong convulsions, particularly of
the eyes. The family being interrogated,
as to the origin of his complaint, related,
that four or five days previous to the act,
the patient had a quarrel with a friend,
which proceeded to a furious scuffle, when
his antagonist, finding himself not a match
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whole body, accompanied with such a degree
of terror, that he exclaimed,  Water, oh !
Jesus, have mercy on me!’ His terror in-
creased on wiping his bloody hands with a
wet napkin, when, in convulsive agonies, he
called out, <“ Oh! God, water!” Perceiving
clearly that Hydrophobia had supervened
from the bite received in anger, we resolved
to treat him accordingly ; but he died in the
afternoon of the same day.” *

* Now here, if any belief can be placed in Dr. Le Dulx,
or the Batavian records, all opinions of Hydrophobia, as
originaling from specific virws, must have an end, for a
clearer case than this relasted never can happen. It is
impossible to imagine any thing more fully descriptive
of what its most strenuous defenders call Hydrophobia.
This case, then, crushes all ideas of rabid poisons, or
makes the human subject, like the brute, a generator of
them. If, however, the existence of a virus be perti-
naciously persisted in, how shall we account for the
safety of persons, whose fingers and noses have been
bitten off by enraged antagonists. We have seen
many instances of this sort of amusement practised
in our own enlightened country, and by our ewn en-
lightened countrymen; and with no other injury, that
ever I heard of, than the loss of the parts subjected to

F
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duck, a cock, and lastly, a man, produces, or
is thought to produce, Hydrophobia. We
did right to press the vegetable kingdom
into our service, to bring on this cemplaint,
as in the case of the beech-nuts; for we
should soon have run through the whole
animal tribe. Having begun with man,
according to Pliny, who can tell that eating
a piece of old cheese may not be found as
mighty a canse of this complaint, as the
bite of a man, a dog, a cat, a rat, a cock, or
a duck ? '

It cannot be said that I am an idle caterer
for public gratification, since, with the assist-
ance of Dr. Le Dulx, I have been able to
dress up a popular dish, in so many different
ways. Fﬂn;ign cookery increases in general
estimation, and I have, therefore, the greatest
hopes from these Dutch dishes. Dead, or
alive, the good man, Dr. Le Dulx, shall have
my thanks, and I believe him to be equally
entitled to those of the community at large.

So much are the dog and cat the friends

and companions of man, forming, as they do,
F2
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phobic virus must indeed be very inert, so
much so, that analogy with other poisons
shuts this out from a share of our apprehen-
sion, even allowing it all its reputed attri-
butes. Let us look at small-pox, measles,
cow-pox, yellow fever, plague — let us look
at all we know, or may have heard of, the
mildest and severest, contagious or infectious
diseases, and our research will teach us to
set Hydrophobia at nought. A poison that
is said to be capable of producing the most
dreadful of all human calamities, is the most
inactive. Is it so with small-pox, or the
plague ? Shall we not find diseases of the
most violent nature, the most certain in the
consummation of their effects? 1 think we
shall. What, then, can make [Hydrophobia
an exception from this seeming gencral
rule ?

The more we think on the received opi-
nions of Hydrophobia, the more shall we find
ourselves lost in thought, on their incon-
gruities. This visionary disease is included
in the depth of a huge hiatus in scientific
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proudest vessel in our own proud navy, to
spin a chafer—an operation that every idle
urchin can perform with the aid of a minikin
pin? We have men in the medical profes-
sion, whose minds will bear the strictest
analogy in the world of literary research,
with the powers of that nil-ultra agent in
the field of mechanics. Should then these
powerful mental engines be directed to com-
mon-place purposes alone? to commentation
on established facts, and remarks on tenets,
that all acknowledge incontrovertible ?—
Should not, I would ask, their gigantic
means be employed on nobler objects ?—
and a nobler object than the detection of
fact, than the deduction that reasoning on
palpable effect, and reputed cause, permits
us to draw, can take up no man’s time.

I am not the man, perhaps, whom the
soothsayers of the day would decree as
likely to fill up this chasm in medical science ;
since, I have nothing to throw into it valu-
able enough to excite its closing.* I bring

e SRR

* One of the public journals, speaking of the experi-
ment on Hydrophobia, in which 1 was necessarily in-
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hands ; they pay a debt, that the talent of
their profession owes at once to the com-
mon good, and the ripening mind of the
age.

My very worthy friend, and staunch coad-
jutor, Mr. H. Sutton, surgeon, of this town,
(whose professional talents can receive no
addition from my pen, to the value that
common opinion estimates them at) has
informed me of a case of translated gout,
where the symptom Hydrophobia, exemplified
by a dread of fluids generally, was unequi-
vocally present. 'This symptom, Mr. Sutton
thinks, was connected with the sense of burn-
ing heat the patient felt about the pit of the
stomach, and a high state of inflammation of
the throat, rendering deglutition excessively
difficult.

The case of spontaneous Hydrophobia,
which follows, will bear a few comments,
which I shall make ;—first, earnestly request-
ing, as in all others I may submit to analy-
sis, that the case itself should be read most
attentively—the furtherance of truth requires
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creased, so that he could not suffer it to be brought
near him; at noon complained he could not swallow
his spittle, but was for a while somewhat free from
pain; towards evening, the symptoms of pain, &c.
became more troublesome, attended with extreme
itching all over the surface of the body;—at this
time, I was sent for—he stated his symptoms to me
very distinctly, but could not remain a minute in one
posture. I directly suspected the cause of his ill-
ness, and desired a basin of waler might be
brought ;—the mention of this distressed him, and
he applied both hands to his threat. On the water
being brought into the room, suffocation threatened
him, and he could not contain himself until it was
taken away.

I enquired if any account could be given of his
having been bitten by a dog.—His friends seemed
positive that no such accident had occurred. I suc-
ceeded during the interval of spasm to open a vein
in the arm, and took away eighteen ounces of blood.
This appeared to quiet him for about an hour—a
blister was applied to the pit of the stomach, and
another behind the left ear. He was very uneasy
during the night, walking about the room and
scratching himself.—10th of December, he had two
evacuations from his bowels during the night, and
voided urine several times; his pulse was but little
altered from the natural state, except when the
paroxysms of coughing were present.— Early this
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others. The vessels of the tunica conjunctiva in the
eyes became filled with red blood, which, added to
the way in which his teeth were shewn, and the
foaming at the mouth, gave his mouth a frightful
aspect; in this state he continued till near one
o’clock, p. m. and expired,
~ After his death, I learned that a favourite dog of
his had been sullen for two or three days, refusing
food, and had left the house—was afterwards found
dead on the cliffi. This happened about six weeks
previous to the attack experienced by J. G.—The
dog was in the habit of jumping up into his master’s
lap, and licking his face. Two things, in this case,
are perhaps not unworthy of notice, viz.—1st, that
within a few minutes of his death, while apparently
insensible, he repeated the name of the dog that had
lately lived with him, and said he wished he could
“get at him to bite.”—2dly, the coughing or con-
vulsed motion in the csophagus, throughout the
whole disease, was so loud and remarkable, that
several people in the neighbourhood, (who knew
nothing of the dreadful situation the man was in,)
said he was barking like a dog.—The noise cer-
tainly much resembled it.

On opening the body after death, the only appear-

ance of disease having existed, was inflammation of
the stomach and (gullet) cesophagus.

(A Copy.) G. BATTCOCK.,
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of opinion, as they certainly are meant —
honestly. I am more than commonly anxi-
ous that he should imbibe the true meaning
of my words, since, I have received from him
a favour, that, at the end of sixteen years, (if
I live so long,) I shall not cease to remem-
ber, as an instance of professional courtesy.

Hearing of the case of Grevet, I wrote to
Mr. B., requesting he would favour me with
the particulars, premising that I might see
occasion to make public use of them. Ina
polite reply, he states his perfect readiness
to do so, and thus mentions the case :  The
case of Hydrophobia you allude to, was a sron-
TANEOUS one, without the biting of a dog ;—the
case was very clear and distinct. Mr. Batt-
cock had lost the written account in lending
it, and I was favoured by the annexed copy,
from the minute-book of Mr. Pitt.—It is cor-
rectly given.

After an opinion from the medical gentle-
man attending this case, that it was  spon-
taneous, and without the biting of a dog;”
it ‘would, perhaps, seem unnecessary to
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(however inflammation in those parts may
have been produced,) respiration will be
seen improperly effected, by the parts per-
- forming that prime office participating in
the mischief going on in the stomach and
gullet. This will account, I think, for
the sense of suffocation the poor man
experienced. This sympathetic participa-
tion of one part with another that is in-
Jured, will be readily understood by pro-
fessional men, but not perhaps so clearly
by the general reader. To the latter,
I would address the following remarks.
The brain is argued to be the seat of
all sense, distributing or receiving every
impression that we are capable of feel-
ing, by means of its numerous tentacula,
the nerves. These ramifying feelers are
distributed in all directions about every part
of the body, and particularly, perhaps, as
regards number and magnitude, on those
organs that are more immediately perform-
ing the grander functions of the animal
economy.—Such are the lungs, the heart,
G
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events acting directly on the mind, ¢ to out-
ward and visible signs,”” of as many capable
causes, to produce certain effects on the
nervous system. Joy, grief, fear, anger, all
produce a peculiar, distinct, and immediate
excitement on the brain; and, by mediate
consequences, affection in other organs. In
hysteria, the muscles of the neck and throat
are seen to be convulsively excited; not by
any direct influence of passing events on
them, but through the medium of the brain,
as the direct receiver of the absolute exciting
cause. These muscles are only more violently
affected, as their powers are, in a measure,
involuntary ; and, as they are the untired, and
ever-moving performers, of the grandest duty
alloted to organs of the human body.

The muscles of the body generally, accord-
ing to their effective economy in the human
machine, will be seen to partake of the ef-
fects of over-excitement, made by any cause,
on the brain ; and thus, inordinate strength is
evinced. How often will the extraordinary
efforts of a man in rage, surprise himself in

¢ 2
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from the neck, their ramifications become
wider and more extensive, but they thickly
interlace the windpipe, the gullet, the lungs,
and the stomach, ir: all directions. Directly
between the gullet and the windpipe) im-
bedded in the intermediate substance, are
several nervous branches, and the recurrent
portion of a very large nerve is here likewise
imserted. It follows then, as a matter of
course, that affection in either of these
organs producing’ active inflammation, and
consequent pressure on the intermediate
nerves, that extensive mischief, according to
the violence of the affection, will be pro-
duced. This mischief occurs in no barren
spot, no commonly sensitive portion of the -
machine, but in direct proximity to the
main bodies of almost all the nerves, and
immediately on their leaving their source,
the brain. That source is seen to be
readily susceptible of injuries in important
organs, and more susceptible of none, than
those in the gullet, stomach, windpipe, and
lungs. As, then, the brain will be most
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case, knew well the dreadful excitation that
the attempt to swallow produced; and, in
consequence, he not only rejected fluids, but
every thing else. The only thing, when dis-
ease was fully developed, that he attempted
to eat, is said to have been a piece of bread,
soaked in wine, and it appears he could not
swallow it. We often may observe the diffi-
culty with which fluids are swallowed (more
so, indeed, than solids) in cases of severe
quinsey, a complaint I am myself more than
commonly subject to. I never yet knew a
person with such an affection of the throat
who could, without decided inconvenience,
breathe the cold air. This may occur, in
consequence of a participation of the com-
plaint, by the upper part of the windpipe,
with that going on in the fauces.

When, then, inflammation of vitally im-
portant parts produces effects, in a minor
degree, similar to those that are commonly
represented to take place in cases called
Hydrophobic ; when we observe them, under
any circumstances, assume a more violent
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powerfully-excited feeling, in the poor man’s
mind, than his calling the dog, when in a
state of insanity, and wishing he could get
““ at him to bite,” particularly on allusion to
any events that a dog could be made to par-
ticipate in—the man, when in a state of sanity,
did not say that he had ever been bitten by
such an animal. As to the barking, which, 1
have no doubt, [ correctly translate, by calling
it a severe hard cough, its constancy being
kept up by the effects of the air on the irri-
tated surface of the organs of breathing, I
think it needs no comment ; farther than to
explain that its peculiar sound was given it
by the feelings of those who heard it. As
regards the opinion of °“ several people in
the neighbourhood,” (who knew nothing
of the dreadful situation the man was in,)
and who said he was barking like a dog, it
cannot be for a moment depended upon, for
all those who lived within sound of the sup-
posed bark, could not, 1 think, have failed
to hear of the presumed bite. That almost
every body kunew what was the matter,
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day of September last, close above the upper joint of
the little finger of the left hand, by a strange dog,
which he met running upon the public road between
Barnet and Whetstone. The wound was deep, and
the laceration extensive. He applied to Mr, Lloyd,
a surgeon at Barnet, and no suspicion of madness

speak of the cases of Dr. Bardsley, of Manchester, and Dr.
Pinckard, (the former iwelve years afier a bite from a dog, the
latter only three months,) hut if you would do me the honour
to mention the particulars of any oihers, or draw my attention
to where I might meet with them, I would, in direct conso-
nance with the feelings of justice I hope I cherish, form my
opinions on such cases, rather than the two I mention,”

I had, at this time, made my comments on the above cases,
but was willing to forego them and prepare for others;—my
letter (having escaped, probably, Sir A. Cooper’s nofice,)
received no answer. At the same time, I wrote to Mr. Aber-
nethy, from whom [ received a polite reply, wherein that gen-
tleman says ;—* I am so heartily sick of publicity, that I am un-
willing to do any thing that might bring my name forward in
controversy.,” Finding no diffically to appreciate Mr. Aber-
nethy's feelings, I am content with his politeness, though I
should be most proud to possess his opinions, (valuable on
most poinis) clearly on this subject. Having also been in-
formed by Mr. Sutton, that Mr. Lawrence, of this town, had
seen no less than thirteen cases of Hydrophobia, I wrote to
ihat gentleman ; Mr. L. sent me a reply, stating, that he would
readily have obliged me with any of the cases, but that he
intended to publish them.—Afier this, perhaps, the charge of
unfairmess will not be cast in my feeth.
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suspicion yet arose that it might be Hydrophobia.
During the night, he remained extremely restless,
and groaned so as to disturb the family in the ad-
Joining house; but the pain of the shoulder subsided,
leaving, as he expressed it, “a tightness and choak-
ing about the throat,” which increased to an alarm-
ing degree. Between seven and eight o’clock the
following morning, Mr. Lloyd repeated his visit,
when he found him in a state of extreme agitation,
with a sense of constriction about the throat, and
great uneasiness and oppression at the epigastric
region. His respiration was irregular and convul-
sive, and he had frequent eructations of flatus. In
order to obtain reliet from the difficulty of breathing
and sense of suffocation, he had placed himself upon
his knees and elbows in bed. Some water being
offered him to drink, he suddenly started with terror
and alarm, was thrown into violent convulsive dis-
tortions, looked offended, and said he could not take
it. The nature of the disease being no longer
doubtful, Mr. Lloyd had immediate recourse to mer-
curial friction. About three ounces of the unguen-
tum hydrargyri fortius, mixed with camphire, were
rubbed in by three persons, upon the extensive
surface of the neck and thorax, the patient himself
assisting. This process was continued until he felt
greatly exhausted. He then begged to be left guiet,
saying that he was better. His pulse was at this time
languid and feeble ; after he was a little rested, about
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in bed, it was deemed expedient to have recourse to
a strait-waistcoat. During the violence of the con-
vulsions, one of the persons, who was holding him,
said that he attempted to bite him ; but he imme-
diately apologised, observing, that he did not mean
to hurt him ; and Mr. Lloyd, who witnessed this cir-
cumstance, believed it to be accidental rather than
intentional. The cicatrix produced by the wound
upon the hand was examined, and the nature of the
malady was epenly talked of by the crowd of per-
sons who came into the room ; but, instead of feel-
ing any apprehension upon the subject, he would
not admit that the disease was in any way connected
with the bite he had received. He persisted in call-
ing it “ the wind,” but expressed himself conscious
that he could “never recover.” No change could
be perceived in the part which had been bitten, ex-
cept that the scar appeared slightly livid, as if it were
from cold; it was neither swelled nor inflamed, nor
was there any tumor, inflammation, or soreness in the
glands of the axilla ; but, on being questioned parti-
cularly respecting the state of the limb, ke remarked,
that he had felt a sense of cold or numbness in the
hand and arm, for two or three days previous to liis
being unwell; and that he had covered the bitten
part again with a thumb-stall, which he had used
Jor some time after the wound had healed. 'The
restlessness, terror, extreme agitation, and strong
convulsions continued until noon: the convulsions
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tion, from a peculiar sensibility to currents of air
falling upon his skin, and to the impression of odours
upon the olfactory organs; the senses of feeling and
smelling seemed to be preternaturally increased. He
had no pain, but was extremely distressed with
flatulency. His respiration very much resembled
that of a female in a paroxysm of hysteria. It
was accompanied with frequent irregular sighing,
and almost constant eructations of wind. On my
asking him to describe his feelings, he smd, I am
better, much better, I have no complaint but the
wind and choaking;” and upon my loosening one of
his hands, in order that he might accurately describe
the parts most affected by constriction, he pointed
to the throat and epigastrium. It was distressing to
observe the anxiety and the frequency with which
he now called for water; yet I observed that he
never took it by deliberate drinking, so as to bring
the organs of deglutition into any number of succes-
sive actions. Each time it was given to him, he
seized the cup eagerly, both with his lips and his
hand, made one convulsive swallow, then hastily
pushed away the vessel, saying, if the person who
held it chanced to press it longer to his lips, that he
would give him “too much,” and would ¢ choak
him.” Several loud eructations of air usually fol-
lowed the swallowing of the water, and he remarked,
that he drank it “because it broke the wind, and
eased him.” For a short time after obtaining this
H
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feet and legs; nor, from suddenly sprinkling a few
drops of cold water upon his face or thorax. A
candle was held near to his eyes, but he expressed
no uneasiness from the light of it.  He had a dread of
any person standing near his face; also of any sub-
stance being put in motion near his mouth; and of
any thing strong or volatile being applied to his
nose. He seemed likewise to have a terror respect-
ing the moving, or in any way disturbing his person.
He expressed himself satistied to be fastened in the
waistcoat, and when his hand was released, said that
it gave him no relief. He swallowed the waler
lying on his back, with the head low, and refused
to be raised, when it was proposed to lift him up to
drink it; he complained of the wind produced by a
handkerchief, which was used tc wipe the saliva from
his lips; and he was greatly disturbed by the smell
of a cloth which happened to be placed upon the
bed, after being used by one of the persons who had
been employed to rub in the ointment with cam-
phire. Once, some wine was offered to him, instead
of the wine and water; but, when it approached his
nose, he suddenly refused it, saying, impetuously,
““it is too strong, I cannot drink it.,”” Between nine
and ten o’clock, he requested to see his wife and
child, when he tenderly pressed the hand of the
mother, but anxiously desired her not to put the
child near his mouth, manifestly, not from any ap-
prehension of injuring the child, but from a dread of
H 2
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sired to have cold water applied to his nose; and his
impatience for it increased to such a degree, that two
persons found full employment in wetting his nos-
trils, and giving him water into his mouth. Before
two o’clock, he expressed a similar eagerness and
impatience for air, asked those near the bed to blow
upon him, and desired every person to stand away
from the door, that he might feel the cold current.
He remained perfectly sensible, (as he had been
throughout the whole of the disease,) and without
any return of convulsions, until nearly three o’clock,
when he expired; his last moments being marked
with calmness and composure. Very soon after
death, @ number of dark, red, or livid blotches
appeared about the throat and clavicles ; and the
abdomen became tense, and much enlarged.

APPEARANCES ON DISSECTION.

On opening the head, the dura mater adhered so
strongly to the cranium, that great force was re-
quired to separate them. The whole surface of this
membrane appeared in a state of unusual dryness,
and was more free than is common from small red
points, or exudations of blood. The vessels of the
pia mater were not over-charged with blood., The
brain was remarkably close and firm in its texture.
A peculiar dryness was observed throughout the
whole of its substance. The cerebrum appeared
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phragm, were in a state of dryness similar to the
pleura. The ruge of the inner coat of the stomach
were numerous, large, and very distinct. A few
inches below the cardia was a fullness of the vessels
of the villous coat, which caused a spotted and cir-
cumscribed redness, about three or four inches in
diameter. The liver and spleen were of a light o1
ash-coloured hue; in other respects, of a healthy
appearance. The general dryness which prevailed in
the fibres of the muscles, within the substance of the
brain, and upon the membranous surfaces, extended
likewise to the omentum, which, when pressed in the
hand, felt like a loose net of packthread. It is
proper to remark, that the stomach, the cesophagus,
and the trachea, were not only carefully inspected
by Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Booth, and myself, upon the spot,
but that they were taken from the body and brought
to London, where they were further examined by
Myr. Blair and Mr. Dixon, who are much in the
habit of inspecting bodies by dissection; and that
both these gentlemen, without any communication
with each other upon the subject, favoured me with
a written statement of the appearances they observed,
previous to their receiving any intimation that the
parts were taken from a person who had died of Hy-
drophobia. T'hese parts were also examined several
successive days, after being immersed in water. The
redness of the pharynx was darker and stronger, and
assumed a livid hue, as the membrane became corru-






AS A SPECIFIC DISEASE. 105

inert for a period of eleven weeks; 1 shall
endeavour to account for Dr. Pinckard’s
case, without the intervention of a dog.
Recommending that the progress of disease,
which is cleverly detailed, should be read
with attention to understand the remarks I
am about to make, I shall confine myself to
the appearances on dissection—those appear-
ances enabling me, I think, to account for
every symptom that occurred.

“At the lower part of the wesophagus, (gullet)
about half an inch from the cardiac orifice of the
stomach, was an eroded spot, nearly the size of a shil-
ling, assuming an appearance as if the inner coat
had been separated, and shrivelled up by scorch-

ing,”—

That this ““eroded spot” was the cause
and not the effect of complaint, I have little
hesitation in declaring ; and that a dread of,
or an impossibility to swallow water or
breathe cold ‘air, were its natural conse-
quences. When inflammation is found in
its most virulent colours, affecting organs so
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—Ilet him do this with an impartial eye, and
the case ceases to be mysterious.

The common effects of upprmiching mor-
tification were sufficiently shewn by the
patient’s own words, ““ he was better;”” and to
his own sense, he undoubtedly was :— his
stomach was restored”’—he could swallow
fluids, he could eat, and bear the action of
the cold air; and why could he do this?—
Because, irritation no longer existed—be-
cause the injured parts had become lifeless.
How then was deglutition performed ?—it
may be properly asked. It was not function-
ally performed, as Dr. Pinckard has clearly
deseribed. — The man gulped down the
water, he swallowed it with his head low ;
it was indeed evidently poured into the sto-
mach without any consent on the part of the
deglutitory muscles. The currents of cold
air continued to excite for a time after the
man could drink, until the trachea entered
into the state of general lifelessness.
Though the tone of the ]jarls, immediately
connected with the shrivelled uleer, was
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refusing its office, as well as by post-mortem
evidence. Why shonld we then, in this
case, run back a period of three months for
an explanation? Why look to the bite of a
dog, a dog that we have no proof was rabid,
for the cause? Surely, an easier and fairer
demonstration can be found. Ulceration
was produced in the gullet. How? no one
can tell, perhaps ; but this we do know, that
if it occurred from the communication  of
rabies, it was'the first symptom of that com-
plaint ;' as the inflammation of the gullef and
windpipe were the consequences of it. Visi-
ble complaint did not last long enough to
produce, as its effects, the ulcer in the
gullet. Inflammation could not in the time
have caused such a lesion of substance, but
was itself brought on by 'that lesion, how-
ever produced. The first effect, therefore,
of rabies, if rabies were conuected with this
case, must have been an uleeration of the
man’s gullet! The explanation I shall give,
will not be far-fetched, or have any thing
beyond apparent proximity to homely truth
to recommend it.



110 DOUBTS OF HYDROPHOBIA

The man, perhaps, had eaten a portion of
hasty-pudding, swallowed too hot, or a piece
of some other kind of pudding too hot, swal-
lowed hastily. However produced, mmflam-
mation ended in mortification, and that was,
apparently, the direct cause of death. The
pulse, during the latter stage of complaint,
and the manner in which the man died, as
well as the appearances after death, all seem
to give extreme probability to this near
cause of dissolution. Nothing, it appears,
could persuade the man that his illness pro-
ceeded from the bite of the dog ; though, to
do the medical men and the by-standers
justice, they each used their utmost endea-
vours to make him believe so. Dr. Pinckard
has related the case in a very clear, able
manner—so clear, indeed, that I think the
medical reader will readily come to a proper
conclusion on its claim, as proceeding from
the bite of a dog, and say as I do, and as the
sufferer himself did, it could have no con-
nexion with such an event. As regards
the sense of cold or numbness about the wound
on the finger, which, on being questioned
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particularly, the man recollected, but little
need be said. How often does it happen, in
bruises or cuts, that for a time after they have
healed, we see them highly sensible of atmos-
pherical changes. There was little or none
in this case, it seems, for the appearance of
the recently-healed wound was unaltered.
To assume this, then, as an index to point
from effect to cause, is sheer nonsense. |
know notthat Dr. Pinckard be living—I trust,
however, that if he be still saved to the pro-
fession, he will not hesitate to inform us of
the reasons that led him to his opinion, of the
disease being caused by the bite—that is,
the connexion he can establish between the
presumed cause, and the effects described.
I am sure, I shall read his opinions with
much pleasure, for a man capable of noting
minutely, symptoms, progress, and termina-
tion, as he has done, will, by the pub-
lication of his reasons for belief, go far to
make myself, perhaps, a convert to Hydro-
phobia.

There was not, as the case was published,
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with great exertion got down a small quantity. e
was perfectly rational, and appeared apprehensive
of danger from the least noise or approach of any
person towards him : after being removed from the
examining-room into the hospital, he ate some bread
and cheese, but with much difficulty, and requested
to be permilted to drink some bulter-milk ; he at-
tempted to swallow this liquid, and in part suc-
ceeded, but not without the most violent struggling
efforts, attended with distortions of his countenance,
and which remained slightly convulsed for some time
afterwards. A consultation on this case was called, of
the physicians of the hospital, by Dr. Le Sassier, and
the presence of Dr. Perceval, (physician-extraordi-
nary to the charity) was requested ; the latter gen-
tleman concurring strongly in opinion with Dr. Le
Sassier, (the 1est of the faculty being absent) that
there was not the smallest doubt but that this patient
was affected with genuine Hydrophobia. The fol-
lowing particulars of this man have been collected.
He was industrious, sober, and regular in his living,
but subject to low spirits, from the difficulty he
found, at times, of maintaining a wife and six young
children : his exertions, however, were generally pro-
portionate to his difficulties. But, of late, from the
depreciation of labour, he found that the most rigid
economy, and indefatigable industry, were not suffi-
cient to ward off from himself and family, the cala-
mities of hunger, debt, and most abject poverty; the
i
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1If then the conduct of Dr. Bardsley’s patient
be what he thinks ““ perfectly rational,” how
will that gentleman define insanity? I cer-
tainly think the man was mad, and moreover
‘believe, that nobody would have held a differ-
ent opinion, if he had not mentioned the dog
story. Well! though the man dislikes water,
he asks for butter-milk, without any disgust
and horror, of course. His terror too does not
extend to bread and cheese, for he eats some
as soon as he has got rid of the doctors.
He drinks the butter-milk with great dif-
ficulty. Having asked for butter-milk, does
not betray disgust and horror, nor does a
difficulty in swallowing it constitute Hydro-
phobia.

I shall leave poor Lindsey to his butter-
milk for a little time, and make a call on the.
medical men who are consulting on his case,
and have come to the conclusion,  that there
was not the smallest doubt but that this patient
was affected with genwine Hydrophobia.”

So little did T, when 1 first read this sen-
tence, feel inclined to deny the communica-
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at his heels. This gentleman declared that he had
seen that dog bite four others. (The dog, I learned,
was soon after stopped and struck down with a
sabre).

In securing Fan, which I did myself, as much from
necessity as choice, (since about 60 persons present
were kind enough to allow me that honour, without
the slightest attempt to share it with me) she first
bit me in two places slightly on the fingers, and then
once rather severely through my coat and shirt in
the right arm.* I, however, gained my point, and
having carried her to my own house in my arms, I
chained her in an under-ground kitchen. Determined
to give the experiment every degree of fairness in my
power, I engaged with the woman who owned the

* In this case not even the simplest remedy was in any way
resorted to; and the wounds were permitted to remain un-
washed for some hours alier their infliction. In connexion
with the foregoing, I may be perbaps permitied to say a few
words more. The opinions I have always held of Hydropho-
bia, were kuown to many medical friends, long before the
circunmstance occurred, which induced me to give them a
public eharacter. When bitten by the dog, I can truly aver
that I never felt a fear. Since then I have had an attack of
severe illness, and my spirits suflered with my health ; I, how-
ever, could never cateh myself disposed to trace a connexion
with preceding circumstances, or cherish for a moment the
slightest doubt of the result of my little experiment.
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to Mr. Coleman, who was kind enough, as she told me, -
to do both the one and the other for her. That gentle-
man, however, somehow left untouched the wound on
her face, which probably was the woman’s fault, who,
being neither old nor ill-looking, might not like to
have the caustic “ prey upon her damask cheek.”
Be that as it may, this wound and one or two other
slight touches on the fingers, escaped Mr. Coleman’s
eyes, and, consequently, Mr. Coleman’s knife and
caustic. Here was a complete truce with kindness
towards Fan, and in the evening, hearing that she
was quite still, I put in a basin of food, and one of
water. The next morning, 27th, we had another
alteration in the dog’s manners, but that alteration
was on the score of good behaviour, as she had
become perfectly quiet. Dr. Martin, who had most
assiduously attended to the case, and had called
daily to see the dog, felt now, as well as myself, quite
satisfied that the animal was dying; in fact, her
appearance might have been most truly delineated,
“as a dead dog standing upright.” She took no
notice of passing events, her eyes were glassy and
deathlike, and she seemed much affected about the
organs of breathing, catching her breath hard and
short—the jaw, too, seemed fixed. Again putting in
a basin of food and water, I left her for the night,
about 11 o’clock p. m., and found her dead the next
morning at breakfast-time,

When 1 entered the kitchen, I saw three basins
K
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on dissection. The liver was of a good size, and
apparently healthy. The heart rather large; and,
like the neighbouring vessels, gorged with blood.
The stomach was nearly empty, and bore the
strongest marks of inflammatory action on its inner
coat and general substance. The intestines through
all their convolutions were much thickened, and
marked by the same unequivocal appearance of active
inflammation. There were about twenty live worms
in the éleuwm—the longest of the small intestines.
The lungs, on being inflated, were (with the excep-
tion of traces of inflammation) seen without disease ;
but the stomach being submitted to distention, the
air was found not to pass from the thickened state
of its pyloric (lower) orifice into the intestines.

It is worthy of remark, that this fact (from obser-
vations made on a case of recent dissection of a dog
dying supposed rabid) was thought by Dr. Martin as
likely to occur, and mentioned as such by that gen-
tleman, before the experiment was made that con-
firmed its presence. Traces of inflammation were
discernible about the windpipe and gullet—more
particularly the latter.

The tongue seemed rather swollen at the root;
and the sub-lingual glands were unusually pro-
minent.* The latter remark may be quoted on

* It has struck me that these glands, when inflamed, as I
have described, have been mistaken for the vesications the

52
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but that a bite from a dog dying under those
or any other circumstances, can infuse a
specific poison into the human system—Ilet
it be called by any name—I deny.

By refusing all precautionary measures,
I have, in the minds of my medical friends,
staked my life on my opinions. I have every
confidence, short of bigotry, in their correct-
ness;—and, with (what others have been
pleased to term) ¢ the most dreadful of all
human calamities’” presumed to be hanging
over me, feel competent to declare, that ina-
gination will at least have no share in the
result. I shall die, “ and the worms may eat
me,” but not—as a disease to be communi-

cated by a dog—of Hydrophobia.
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We have given Mercury, without benefit, in
Hydrophobia, so called, and we give it still. We
have given antispasmodics and opium long enough
to know their entire fallacy, and we still give them,
in the face of that knowledge.

We have bled and blistered, with a very litile
prospect of relief, and we bleed and blister stll.

That there has ever been a decided want of con-
gruity between our notions of the powers of the
human machine, and the effects of the supposed
Hydrophobic wirus, is evident, from the many
theories which have been formed to support its
existence, and explain its attributes; yet, strange to
say, these theories are just as opposite to each other,
in what should be their radical similarities, as the
remedies cried up, from time to time, as infallible
preventives, or certain cures of this complaint.
Our theories and notions of practice have ever dif-
fered widely from each other, yet each has found
advocates to insist on its correctness, That they
cannot be all right, is very clear. That no one has
been proved correct, is also certain.

One very clever practitioner will tell you to rub
in mercury, and get the constitution under its influ-
ence, with the hope of curing that succession of
spasms, which forms the strongest feature of an
Hydrophobic case. Ask him why! and he cannot
give you a fair reason; for, he knows that no case
ever succeeded under that mode of treatment.
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an inability to breathe the cold air, and ending in
hasty dissolution.

Let us, then, examine the body of the unfor-
tunate subject of this complaint. If we find inflam-
mation of vitally important organs, (and this has -
been found more or less, in presumed Hydrophobic
subjects) ought not our curative practice to be built
with a view to counteract these visible effects, rather
than to destroy a shadowy cause?

It can be imagined, (according to our ideas of the
action of known specific poisons) that, if a cause be
not destroyed, until certain effects be produced,
those effects will then go on, independant of the
primary cause, and, the destruction of such cause,
if it could be effected, would but ill-serve our pur-
pose. Why then should mercury, or any other
remedy, with a clear specific view to the destruction
of cause, be given in a case of Hydrophobia, when
the effects of the supposed poison are developed ?

It is of little consequence, if a poison has been
introduced, that we take it from the system, in time
to save the patient from any decided mischief it
could perform, if that patient afterwards die of col-
lateral effects, induced by the temporary admission
of the cause,

Much may be said (but here, perhaps, irrelevantly)
of which we commonly call specific remedies. It
will answer my purpose to instance the effects of
mercury in the cure of the venereal disease. That
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violent progress, and hasty conclusion, I think this
opinion is amply borne out; without an appeal to
post mortem evidence, which confirms it. We may
also be led fairly to believe, at the commencement,
that the complaint is principally local. We first
see the muscles of deglutition affected, (exempli-
fied by their spasmodic action when called upon
to perform their office,) and until the muscles of
respiration are, probably from their locality, sub-
jected to complaint, we may have regular paroxysms
of spasm. As soon, however, as the latter muscles
are excited to inordinate, and unintermitting action,
the “hysterical breathing,” ably remarked by Dr.
Pinckard in his case, may come on; and we shall, it
1s likely, have the same dread and difficulty of
breathing, as we had before of swallowing fluids.
We shall then call out with as much eagerness, ¢ the
door, the door!” as we before exclaimed, “ Oh!
God, water !”

There does, indeed, seem every-thing conclusive,
to point out the gullet or stomach as the seat of pri-
mary affection in Hydrophobia; and, from many
proofs, there is not a doubt, in active inflammation
of those parts, that the dread of water symptom may
occur, as its consequence,

To the gullet and stomach, then, would I venture
to propose, with a curative intention, that we should
call the mind. T would have inflammation pre-
sumed in those parts, when the dread of water
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a long time, perfectly sensible; his brain, therefore,
was not then affected. But mark the sequel ; he dies
in delirium, and the subject of his mental aberrations
is a dog—he wishes “he could get at him, to bite.”
A dog, that, in his state of sanity, he would have
declared had never bitten him, and, therefore, could
have no connexion with his sufferings! Can we have
any thing more strongly illustrative of the mischief
that may arise, from a series of such questions,
proposed under such circumstances? I will, with
the same view, turn back to the case which Dr.
Pinckard relates.

That patient would not be persuaded his disease
arose from a dog, though he knew that he had been
bitten by such an animal, and one, which he might
have fairly presumed was mad, or affected in some
extraordinary manner. This man had no disease of
the brain. The inflammation of the upper part of
the windpipe, subjected him to almost suffocation
for a while, and the disease in the stomach ultimately
destroyed him. Had his mind yielded to im-
pressions which might have been excited by the
opinions of those around, he would probably, like
Mr. Battcock’s patient, have been raving mad, and
died from the effects of brain-fever, as that gentle-
man’s patient unquestionably did.

Since, therefore, no prospect in a curative sense is
held out, by our clearly knowing that a patient
labours under disease induced by the bite of a dog,
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That fluids may be poured into the. stomach,
though a dread of, or an inability to swallow them,
exists as in an Hydrophobic case, and even in the
teeth of spasm, (with the aid of a few stout assist-
ants and a hollow bougie) will be perhaps by few
thought impracticable. But anticipating such an
objection, I will allow it, and say that the stomach
might be brought into action by a solution of tarta-
rised antimony injected into a vein. I would then
have a blister laid over the neighbourhood of the
stomach, and one on each side of the neck, as near
the gullet as may be. The action of the heart and
arteries reduced by bleeding, should, in pursuance of
the same plan of treatment, be kept under by the use
of the fox-glove. With the direct intention of alle-
viating spasm, I would have administered a tobacco
enema, or one composed of a strong dose of opium.
After a steady perseverance of remedies with this
tendency, if a fatal result took place, who would feel
that every thing which could be done had not been
done for me, or be prepared to blame a mode of
treatment, justified by the apparent conditions of
the case?

Having fairly laid my opinions before the pub-
lic, I conclude my subject with the hope, that
I shall be treated liberally. It must be remem-
bered, that, by those opinions, I have not endea-
voured to subvert a belief, to which no rational
objection ought to be raised, to compass a result

L






