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OBSERVATIONS, &ec.

THERE is no class of diseases more trouble-
some than those of the ear, or which occasion
more inconvenience ; and yet it is singular
to remark, that no diseases, incident to the
human frame, have received so little at-
tention, or have been subjected so rarely to
the investigation of science, and the correct
application of the principles of the healing
art in attempting their cure. Many of the
ancients, it appears, have set a laudable ex-
amplé on this subject, which has not been
followed up of late years with the same suc-
cess, as these early prospects gave reason to
hope. Hippocrates, the father of medicine,
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‘ticular attention to the construction of the
organ, and the use of its different minute

parts.

I have the further satisfaction to find,
from different foreign correspondents, that
my treatment has not only been success-
fully employed in Germany, but on other
parts of the Continent; and that some
respectable practitioners of late have paid
some attention to this neglected branch of
practice; yet it is to be observed with re-
gret, that others have attempted it, who are
not of the profession, and consequently
wholly ignorant of the subject; and that
these pretenders have had the effrontery to
condemn that practice, of which they could
form no correct idea: such intrusions are
met with in every department of science,
and are attended with much injury to the
interests of society.
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- conspicuous in the bold and successful prac-
tice in Internal inflammations, and even in
typhus fever, where venesection is émplt}ycd
to an extent, which would have astonished
and even frightened the practitioners of a
former day. This last improvement has
been chiefly owing to the experience ac-
quired during the late war by those in the
service. This fact I had the fullest op-
portunity of remarking, while employed,
during six years, at his Majesty’s Royal
Naval Hospital at Haslar, and at the most
interesting period of the war, when the
troops returned from Corunna, Walche-

ren, &e. *

* A memoir of the author will be found in the Fu-
ropean Magazine for April, 1819, which wili show he
enjoyed the most ample opportunities of medical improve-
ment, First, under his father, an eminent physician in
the country, and brother to the late celebrated botanist
- Mr. W. Curtis, and next under the different lecturers of the
metropolis; after which he obtained his qualifications as
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- If; then, medical science has arrived at
such an acmé of perfection on most of its
~ leading and important subjects, the same
success may be expected to follow in others,
which have either hitherto been overlooked,
or considered as not claiming an equal share
of regard : of these I may particularly men-
tionwhat respects the pathologyand diseases
of the ear. Impressed with the great con-
sequence of this subject to society, and that
the number of deaf persons greatly exceeded
what could be supposed on a casual inquiry.
I thought it would be a most important
step, and would bring this point to in-
disputable certainty, the establishment of
a Dispensary solely appropriated for this
class of diseases. The effect of it has been,
that although a former institution of the
kind was given up, from the plan then
pursued not being complete; yet the pre-

sent one, after some difficulties at its com-
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done me the honour of consulting me, as

well as many of the middling ranks, it is
“evident that the actual number of deaf
persons must have considerably diminished
since the period alluded to. If the prejudice
so long entertained in this country that dis-
eases of the ear are incurable, could be re-
moved, and persons labouring under this
defect would at an early period of the ma-
lady apply for relief with the same alacrity
as for other diseases, there cannot be a
- doubt but that the greater number of cases
would be cured, by yielding to proper treat-
ment ; but one great source of error is, that
patients are not sufficiently aware of the
danger which is often connected with deaf-
ness.

Every accumulation of blood in the head
at a certain period of life is marked by a
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system at large, and not limited to the
idea of merely removing the imperfection
of the ear.

As 1t is an admitted fact that the stomach
is the grand centre, with which every
organ sympathises, so every derangement
of this organ will necessarily extend its
influence to distant parts, particularly those
of acute sensibility; hence the deafness, and
often dimness of sight which accompanies
the morbid state of system we term hy-
pochondriasis. How vain, therefore, would
be the attempt to remove these partial
symptoms of imperfect hearing, without at-
tention to the general derangement of the
constitution, and without restoring the sto-
mach and bowels to their natural and active
condition, and giving a full play to the
circulating and secreting powers of the
system.
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is also particularly preserved by the presence
of fluids, every where surrounding them;
and it is the loss or diminution of these
fluids in extreme old age, that blunts their
sensibility, and occasions a dulness of the
organ.

One circumstance which has tended much
to retard our knowledge of diseases of the
ear, is the few opportunities that have been
afforded of examining the morbid changes,
that have taken place in it. This arises
from such diseases not being the subject of
anatomical investigation, like the affections
of the other organs; for the profession for
the most part has attended only to the
examination of the more important parts,
essentially connected with the functions of
life and health, while those of inferior con-

sequence have been passed over without
notice.
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not aware of his own infirmity, and so
gradual is its progress, that his friends
often notice it before he does himself
From these remarks it is evident, that the
principal morbid changes of the ear are
confined to the labyrinth or internal part,
and as this is so difficult to be reached by
local means, it points out an early attention
to check the progress of this state as soon
as the first appearance of disease takes place.
Indeed, I can affirm from the experience
that I have had in the various species of
deafness, produced from different causes,
that where the patient has early applied,
and submitted to the regulated system of
treatment laid down for him, I have rarely
failed in procuring him relief; at the same
time, I must also observe, much depends on
the patient himself, and his attentively

conforming to my instructions.
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applied, are the certain means of cure. My
mode of treating this disease I published
for the benefit of the profession, in the
London Medical Journal, and also in the
London Medical Repository, which was
afterwards copied into the American and
other foreign journals ; and I have the satis-
faction to find the plan I detailed, has
been followed up with success by those,
who have had occasion to employ it.

It may be here proper, in order that the
annexed Cases may be better understood,
to give a short history of the disease. Its
progress is always uncertain: at one time
in a few months it passes through its dif-
ferent stages, while at another time it re-
quires years to reach the same state. The
degree of deafness that attends it is equally
varied as its progress; neither does the

C
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the progress of ulceration, has affected the
stapes, the most important bone of the ear
to the perfection of hearing.

From this short view of the nature of the
disease, no decided opinion can be given on
the result, or to the degree of perfection, to
which the hearing may be restored ; for the
parts being situated beyond our inspection,
we cannot always determine the exact stage
to which the disease has arrived. But what-
ever the stage may be, in checking the dis-
charge much caution is required ; for where
it iscontinued long, it forms, as it were, a me-
dium for the transmission of sound, and if
suddenly suppressed in this last stage, the
hearing is still more diminished ; for it is a
curious fact in this stage, that even the
syringing of the ears gives a temporary re-
storation of hearing.

c2
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local treatment. This subject 1 have con-
sidered atlarge in my work on the Physiology
and Diseases of the Ear, and pointed out
the means of cure ; it is only necessary here
to recapitulate the leading circumstances of

the disease, in order that the subsequent
Cases may be more fully elucidated.

- Next to the disease termed the puriform
discharge of the ear, comes to be remarked
that species of deafness which arises from an
obstruction of the Fustachian tube: and it
is often difficult to distinguish, whether the
imperfection arises from this cause, or from
the internal ear ; and in order to its success-
ful relief, it is necessary, in such cases, that
a proper distinction should be made. Itis
ingeniously observed by that late celebrated
physician, Dr. James Sims, in the Memoirs
of the Medical Society of London, that the
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liable to this species of deafness than men ;
and perhaps it may be extended farther,
that there are more females suffer from
deafness in general, than those of the other
sex; itis also not unworthy of remark, that
the same consent seems to exist between the
two ears as between the two eyes; for
if we stop the hearing of one ear, we do
not hear with the other in the same perfect
state as before; and in cases of deafness,
where one ear only is affected, the other
generally suffers in a short time, and be-
comes less acute in its transmission of sound.

The svmptoms, that peculiarly mark this
species of deafness from obstruction of the
Eustachian tube, are, that it is preceded by
some of the causes enumerated as affecting
thethroat. Secondly,on expiring, andretain-
ing the breath by stopping the mouth and
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means of my new instrurﬁent; but a still
more simple method has been adopted by
Dr. James Sims, and that with considerable
success.

AN important subject, very much
overlooked in cases of young persons, is the
connexion found to exist between the sense
of hearing and the exercise of speech. In
most cases of deaf and dumb, a defect of
hearing prevails ; and it is this defect which
is for the most part the sole cause of the
want of speech. Hence it would be most
advisable, wherever a case of deaf and dumb
is presented, the state of the ear should be
particularly examined; and there is little
doubt, if hearing can be obtained, which I
have found it can in some instances, that
speech will naturally follow.
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that no less than sixty-seven children were
unable to obtain admission into that esta-
blishment, according to the last report, it
is clear the importance of the measure I
proposed cannot be too much appreciated.
Out of such a number, no one, but will
allow, that by a careful examination, some
of these unfortunate individuals might be
found to possess some small sense of hear-
ing, and consequently some chance of ac-
quiring speech; for this last defect, as I

opportunity would be given of trying such methods as
appear best calculated to give relief; and by this plan, I
conceive many of the objects of your laudable charity
might probably be found curable, restored to society,
and rendered useful; by which the bounds of your hu-
mane establishment would be extended, and greater
scope given to your highly benevolent views.
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
With great respect,
Your most obedient humble servant,

Joun Harrison CurTtis.
- BSoho-square, Jan. 11, 1817. ;
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a few insulated cases that this structural
deficiency occurs. That it is not more
frequent, is surprising, when we consider
the very intricate structure of the ear in
the human subject ; and that there is no
part of it, even the smallest bone, but has
its particular and important use : nay, when
we farther attend to the delicacy of its
structure, and to the numerous windings
and sinuosities it every where displays, our
wonder and admiration are excited at the
extreme nicety of its mechanism, and that
so intricate a structure should not oftener
deviate from the healthy state: nor is our
astonishment less when we consider how
much this organization is varied in the
different tribes of animals; and the more it
is examined, the more we are struck that in
each it is admirably fitted for the different
situation and character of the individual.
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fits them for the particular impression they
are to convey to the mind.

But although I have observed there is
rarely a defect of organization in the senses
of hearing or speech, yet we often find the
exercise of the former impeded by casual cir-
cumstances.- In this species of early deafness,
it 1s difficult to know whether the child has
been born deaf, or become so at an early age ;
or, in other words, whether the deafness is
the effect of malconformation or casual dis-
ease : and this difficulty has led to more un-
certainty and confusion in the disorders of
the ear, than in any other organ.

In all cases the previous history of the
child should be inquired into, and examina-
tion then made to ascertain the real cause,
so far as it can be detected ; and if the child

shows no weakness of intellect, I should re-
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It is clear the actual state of the organ is
beyond our inspection; but so peculiar are
the affections of the ear, that in cases of poor
persons at the Dispensary, when I had en-
tirely despaired, I have often by perseverance
succeeded : one instance of which it may
be proper here to notice. An old woman,
who had been fifty years deaf, applied to
me at the dispensary; from her great age,
and other eircumstances, I considered the
case a hopeless one: this opinion I ex-
pressed to the patient, who was much dis-
satisfied ; and urged by her importunities,
1 immediately commenced a very active
treatment, whieh, in a short time, I was asto-
nished to find enabled her to hear with ease.

From this, and a great variety of cases
equally unpromising, I am induced to urge
- that a trial should always be made; and so

convinced am I from experience of the ad-

D
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whose funds are adequate to every purpose,
should not have a surgeon appointed, as
is the case in every institution in the me-
tropolis, which will appear by examining the
list of their officers ; there is indeed a con-
sulting surgeon*, who is called in, in cases
of emergency.

When the number of applicants every
day soliciting is considered, it is singular
to remark, that some steps are not taken
to select the candidates for admission :
which could only be done by the examina-
tion I have proposed, and the chance of
ascertaining the nature of the defect. In-
stead of which, without regard to the actual
circumstances, the candidate is admitted
solely by the number of votes, and the in-

fluence his friends can use to procure them.

* A consulting surgeon to an institution, is generally
considered as a nominal appointment.

D 2






37

Of what consequence then would it be, if
by a careful and early examination, and by
the use of means adapted to the apparent
defect, a part of the unfortunate objects of
the Institution might be prevented from
becoming burdensome to the charity ? And
on this subject 1 cannot fail to be san-
guine, from what [ have occasion every day
to observe in the cases of young children
labouring under such defects. By this plan
the cause of humanity would be highly
benefited, and the charity form only an
asylum for forlorn cases ; which is the more
necessary, as the last report, July 9, 1821,
proves, that out of eighty-seven candidates,
only twenty were admitted. What is to
become of the sixty-seven who had not in-
terest sufficient to gain admission ? Ought
not something to have been attempted to
see how far some of their cases admitted of
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charity for this period, have been confined
to six hundred individuals.

In perusing this statement, I am inelined
to think, without wishing to give any offence
to the officers of this excellent establish-
ment, that were my suggestions to be adopt-
ed, the number of pupils would gradually
lessen, and a considerable saving to the
funds of the charity ensue: indeed there
can be little doubt that the removing the
defects in a comparatively small number of
individuals, is of more importance to society

than instructing double the amount.

I perfectly agree with the instructor of
the children of the Asylum, in many of the
observations he has made in his work; but
at the same time I must object to the opinion
he inculcates, of the impossibility of detect-
ing the causes of congenital deafness, or of


















- CASES.

CASE 1.

Mrs. W. applied to me, under a violent in-
flammation of both ears, attended with much
pain and fever.

After taking a few ounces of blood from the
vicinity of the parts, and applying warm fo-
mentations, the symptoms gradually subsided.
It may be remarked, that her hearing was not
much affected, although she could not hear
sounds distinctly. By the use of laxative me-
dicines, at the same time adopting an anti-

phlogistic plan, she is now perfectly recovered.

CASE II.

Georce Rosinson, a man of colour, was ad-
mitted at the Royal Dispensary on the 10th of
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an astringent injection, which was continued for

the space of ten days.

CASE 1V.

Miss L. complained of an ulcer which covered
the whole of her left ear. It was not attended
with a puriform discharge from the tympanum,
but merely the external part was diseased. As
the ulcer had been of long standing, I was
fearful that she would lose her ear, as she ap-
peared of a scrofulous habit. After continuing
the use of an alterative medicine for near a
month, and applying the ointment of zinc to
the parts affected night and morning, they
began to put on a better appearance. But in
order to hasten the cure, I found it necessary
to substitute the nitrated mercurial ointment,
mixed with hog’s lard ; which, in the course of
a month from her first application, completely
restored her.

The ulcer, however, left a slight scar; but
was not very observable.
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more or less, for several years. The discharge,
when he first applied to me, was very consider-
able, and was extremely offensive ; it was occa-
sionally mixed with blood; and such was its
acrimony, that the ear and neck were excoriated
by it.
-Observing my usual plan of not stopping the
discharge hastily by the use of astringent in-
jections, for fear of producing an inflammation
of the brain, a caution necessary to be attended
to in the treatment of diseases of this nature,
and on which too much stress cannot be laid,
I prescribed, for some few weeks, small doses
of the submuriate of mercury, and twice a week
some purgative medicine. After following this
plan for about ten days, and having blisters ap-
-plied behind the ears, I ordered him an injection
of the nitrated silver, which he used night and
morning for a month ; at the expiration of which
time the discharge was suppressed, and the
hearing restored.
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CASE X.

Mz. D., aged thirty-two, had been deaf of
the left ear from his childhood. On inspection,
I found it perfectly sound. The fault evidently
lay in a deficiency of the natural secretion: by
restoring this, by means of proper applications,
and by observing for some little time a strict
antiphlogistic regimen, so perfectly has his hear-
ing been restored, that he can hear the tick of
a watch at the distance of four yards; which
before he could not do unless held in direct
contact with the ear.

CASE XI.

Mkgs. N. applied to me in consequence of a
large polypus which came out of the meatus.
It appeared after a puriform discharge from the
tympanum. For some time air had passed out
of the meatus, on blowing the nose: this sym-
ptom had ceased about the time the excrescence

EY
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Saunders. But I found it necessary afterwards
to order an astringent injection, which, being
used for some little time, succeeded in suppress-
ing the discharge. As she was a girl of a de-
licate constitution, I administered the bark,
joined with a-chal}rbeate. Her hearing is not
only restored, but her general health also con-

siderably improved.

CASE XIII.

Capr. D. applied to me with a considerable
polypus of the left ear, which had troubled him
for several years : it was attended with a profuse
discharge. As he had a great dislike to any
operation, I had recourse to the ligature, as
recommended in my former work; and by
passing the ligature with a probe to the bottom
of the fungus, I succeeded in tying it, thereby
stopping the circulation of the vessels. In a
short time the polypus came entirely away,
but as there was still a discharge, I had recourse






CASE XVI.

Perer OLivEr was recommended as a patient

to the Royal Dispensary. He had been deaf
nearly four years when he was admitted. As I

found it was a nervous affection, I applied blisters
behind both ears, put him on an antiphlogistic
plan, gave him small doses of submuriate of
mercury, and occasionally a brisk dose of the
vitriolated magnesia. In the space of five weeks

he was perfectly well.

CASE XVII.

Davip Voir, a lad nine years of age, was
admitted a patient of the Royal Dispensary on
the 21st of March, 1817. He was a very de-
licate boy, and laboured under great difficulty
of hearing. I treated this case in a similar
manner to the former. The blisters behind his
ears were kept open for a fortnight, and it was
ten days before he found any considerable relief.
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~ his hearing, I took twelve ounces of blood from
his arm, put a seton in the nape of his neck, and
applied a blister behind each ear, which was
kept open for a fortnight: he took five grains
of the submuriate of mercury every night, and
an ounce and a half of the sulphate of magnesia
twice a week ; at the same time adopting a strict
antiphlogistic regimen. He persevered in the
use of his medicines for a short time. As he
was reduced, I ordered him the bark. He was
discharged on the 6th of May. Ihave seen him
since the seton has healed, which it had not
when he was discharged. He continues quite
well, having his perfect hearing, and is not

troubled with any noise whatever in his head.

CASE XIX.

Mgz. T. applied to me; his case was similar
to the preceding one. I pursued the same
plan, only in a milder degree. The blisters
were applied ; and not having the desired effect,
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CASE XXI.

AMELIA STUBBS, aged eighteen years, had
been troubled with an obstinate nervous deaf-
ness for twelve years, without having obtained
any relief. She applied at the Royal Dispensary
on the 22d of September, and in about six
weeks was discharged perfectly cured, by the
method I have so repeatedly laid down, and so
successfully adopted.

CASE XXII

WirLiam HiLr was admitted a patient at the
Royal Dispensary on the 12th of June. His
case is rather singular, having been born in the
open air, as his mother was passing a common
in coming from an entertainment. He informed
me he had been deaf from his birth. By the
usual means employed, he has perfectly ob-
tained his hearing.
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CASE XXVII.

Mr. M., a clerk in a public office, from want
of sufficient exercise, and consequent constipa-
tion, had impaired his health, and become deaf,
with a perpetual noise in his head; which he
compared, to the singing of a tea-kettle. By
the administration of bark, bitters, aloetics, and

by gently stimulating the ear, he was cured.

CASE XXVIII.

Mgs. G., a widow lady, was troubled with a
violent noise in her head, attended with total
deafness, from great nervous irritability and
domestic circumstances. When I was called in
she was completely insane. With the concur-
rence of her physician, I bled helr profusely, and
gave her brisk purgatives, and applied a blister
to the head, also a seton to the nape of the neck.
The noises which she complained of in her head,

which, according to her account, were extra-
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generous diet, I have the pleasure to state the
young lady is now perfectly recovered in her
health and hearing.

CASE XXX.

Mgs. D., a married lady, consulted me; whose
case was similar to the preceding one, only that
she complained of violent noises in the head and
ears. What made this case the more distress-
ing was, that being possessed of all the luxuries
of life, her spirits were so depressed she was
rarely free from shedding tears, even at church,
the theatre, or elsewhere: she had two fine
children, an indulgent husband, and, as she often
expressed herselfi was perfectly happy; I must
remark here, her deafness was not considerable ;
but by the usual means I employ in this species
of nervous deafness, I was successrul in obtain-
ing her hearing, and getting rid of the noise in
her head and ears. She recovered her spirits

F
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the happiest effect, as the lady has now returned
to her own country perfectly relieved.

CASE XXXII.

Mg. Q. had consulted most of the profession
in London and Edinburgh, when he applied to
me. He complained -of great pain in his head,
especially at night, which disturbed his rest.
This gentleman had been a long while in the
West Indies, and had formerly lived a very free
life. He had no appetite, and his bowels were
at one time costive, at another time lax. By at-
tending to the regulation of the constitutional
symptoms, and thus giving tone to the nervous
system, by passing a seton through the nape of
the neck, and throwing warm injections into the
ear, he became perfectly well.

CASE XXXIII.

Mgrs. N., a case similar to the preceding one,
had been electrified regularly every day for

F 2
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8d day of May. The child appeared very deaf,
and of'a listless aspect; by her mother’s account
she passed restless nights, gnashed her teeth
during sleep ; appetite various, at one time in-
different, at another time voracious. The child’s
appearance was sickly, the eye languid and
heavy, countenance pale, and the upper lip
somewhat tumified ; the bowels were irregular,
and the stools dark and offensive.

Suspecting, from the'deranged state of the
digestive functions, that the deafness might be
sympathetic of this affection, I felt inclined to
try the effect of gentle emetics, repeated twice
a week, with doses of calomel intervening. I
shortly had the satisfaction to find the stools
become less fetid, the appetite more natural,
and the general health and appearance of the
child to improve ; as these changes for the better
took place, a corresponding alteration in the
local affection of the ear accompanied them.
In short, with a restoration to good health,
there was also a complete recovery of the
sense of hearing. No worms were observed
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too was of a pale complexion and languid ap-
pearance, ground his teeth when asleep, and
often when awake picked his nose; his bowels
and appetite were irregular, stools fetid and
dark-coloured, belly hard and tumid, and fre-
quently he complained of griping pains about
the umbilicus.

Emetics were had recourse to without effect ;

but as the symptoms of worms were unequivocal,

he was put on a course of strong anthelmintics,

and vermes of the lumbrici kind were passed in
abundance. The general health shortly after
this improved daily ; and what proves that the
hearing was affected sympathetically, was the
restoration of this sense on the other complaints
being got rid of.

No topical means were applied in these cases,
but the cure was wholly effected by having de-
tected and remedied the remote, yet indubitable
source of the deafness.
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any relief. During the campaigns from 1811
to 1814, the constant exposure to cold, damps,
and night air, completely confirmed his deaf-
ness, which continued obstinate on that side.

About two years ago, when in America, Mr.
F. began to be affected with deafness in his left
ear, which daily increased, attended with vio-
lent headaches, dyspepsia, constipation, &c. He
went to Scotland for his health, and there
remained nine months; at the end of which he
found his deafness in that ear so great, at-
tended with a copious discharge, that he could
only hear when one person was speaking with a
loud voice, very indifferently. He is now per-
fectly cured on that side, and considerably re-
lieved on the other.

By adopting local remedies, combined with
a constitutional treatment, I have to attribute
the success of the case.
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‘However, I do not wish to be understood
that epilepsy always proceeds from this cause;
on the contrary, it frequently proceeds from
blows, tumors, polypi, violent affections of the
nervous system, fits of passion, sudden frights,
great emotions of the mind, frequent intoxica-
tions, &c.; I merely wish to observe, before pre-
scribing any remedy for the relief of a disease,
it is essentially necessary to endeavour to find

out the cause.

CASE XLYV.

Miss P., aged five years, being left to the
care of a servant of a thoughtless disposition,
~ during the absence of her mother, in consequence
of her fretting, the servant carried her into the
cellar, by way of frightening her. This had
instantly such an effectupon her, that she became
entirely deaf and dumb, in which state she was
brought tome. After an inquiry into the cause

of these defects, I considered it as a case of
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CASE XLVIIL

Mgz. Y. applied to me with a most obstinate
case of nervous deafness, as he expressed him-
self, for which he had tried a variety of means
to obtain relief; and being also a medical man,
he had consulted most of his acquaintance. As
I considered it a good case for the new mode of
practice I mentioned in my former work, I
began by excluding the external air from the
meatus, which was continued for some days; at
the expiration of a month he lost the violent
noise in his head, which had so much distressed
him, and in a fortnight after this, by continuing
the plan, his hearing returned.

A considerable number of cases of nervous
deafnessoflongstanding, connected with hysteria
and hypocondriasis, might be recorded, that
have yielded to proper treatment ; indeed these
complaints most frequently attend patients af-

fected with nervous deafness.
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same time having his perfect hearing. One
thing I recommended to him, and which, I am
persuaded, tended much to the recovery of his
health, was taking constant exercise on horse-

back, instead of riding in a carriage.

Hypochondriasis frequently attends nervous
deafness, and by removing the latter, you cure
the former. The disease seems to depend on a
loss of energy in the brain, or a torpid state of
the nervous system, induced by various remote
causes, such as close and intense study, long and
serious attention to abstruse subjects, the con-
stant remembrance of some material loss or dis-
appointment which has occurred, great anxiety
of mind, leading an inactive, indolen.t, or se-
dentary life, immoderate indulgencies, or the
- use of crude, flatulent, or unwholesome food,
being guilty of great irregularity and intemper-
ance, as likewise from a variety of other causes.
As to its prognostic, the disease, if recent, is

G
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have found a slight stimulating gargle of the
greatest service, and in my opinion it deserves a
trial in cases that are supposed to proceed from
this cause ; as the remedy is simple, its appli-
cation cannot be attended with any unpleasant
effect. It may, indeed, make the throat a little
sore, but that soon goes off.

An obstruction may proceed from various
causes, as I mentioned in my former work ; but
the most frequent one is a cold, when the ori-
fice of the tube becomes swollen: in that case
a gargle is of great service.

CASE L.

Mgr. W. came to me with an unusual sensation
of both ears, which he had laboured under for
some years. On inspection, I perceived there
was a quantity of cerumen in a very hard state,
collected at the bottom of the meatus. By con-
tinuing to syringe the ears, the whole was re-
moved. On the first application of the syringe,

G 2
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part, and that the secretion itself accumulated
in this way may act as an additional mechanical

cause in increasing the obstruction of hearing.

et ——.

CASE LL

Tromas Hamirron, a boy seven years of age,
was brought by his mother to the Royal Dis-
pensary. She informed me he had been both
deaf and dumb from his birth. Although I did
not give her any considerable hopes of cure, I
was desirous of attempting relief. I accord-
ingly employed the same mode of treatment as I
have recommended in cases of nervous deaf-
ness; having, however, previously ordered the
- ears to be well syringed. He was admitted on
the 22d of April, 1817; and since that time his
hearing has been regularly improving, and he
has also acquired the faculty of speech.
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he was deaf and dumb, and that he had been
four years in the Deaf and Dumb Asylum in
the Kent-road. As I was desirous of attempt-
ing relief, I employed the same means as in the
preceding case, and not without considerable
effect ; for in the course of a short time he was
able to hear sounds distiﬁct]}'. I regret that I
had not an opportunity of following up the
plan I had laid down, and which was pursued
with so much apparent advantage, as he went to
Scotland to superintend his brother’s business,
he being an excellent mechanic, content with,
and grateful for, the benefit he had already
received.

CASE LIV.

Miss W., a very interesting young lady, was
brought to me by her mother, who informed me
that she had been deaf and dumb from birth.
By adopting local remedies and constitutional
treatment, I have the satisfaction to find that
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From the perusal of the Cases enumerated in
the different species of deafness, and the suc-
cess which has attended my practice, it cannot
be inculcated too strongly, that in all diseases
of the ear, arising from whatsoever cause, per-
severance is an essential point, and one on which
I consider the favourable issue of these cases
chiefly depended.

Although no visible alteration should take
place for some weeks, still the patient is not to
be abandoned, and some further changes made,
so as to modify the treatment to the apparent
circumstances. From no remedy have I found
greater effect in cases of deaf and dumb, than
from blisters applied behind the ears, and con-
tinued gently open in the form of an issue. The
period of continuing this issue must be regulated
by the appearance and progress of the amend-
ment.

In very young children, backwardness of












Aopal Dispensary
FOR DISEASES OF THE EAR,

FOR THE RELIEF OF THE FOOR,

DEAN STREET, SOHO SQUARE.
INSTITUTED 1816.

Patrons

HIS MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY,
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF YORK,
AND HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND.

: IPresident:
THE MOST NOBLE MARQUESS CAMDEN, K.G.

¥ice-pregidents :
The Duke of Norfolk, |- The Bishop of Durham,
The Duke of Devonshire, The Rishop of Chichester,
The Duke of Northumberland, Sir Samuel Shepherd,
The Marquess of Hertford, Sir William Adams,
The Marquess of Anglesey, George Watson Taylor, Esq., M. P.
The Earl of Egremont, Wilbraham Egerton, Esq., M. P.
The Earl of Ashburnham, Matthew Wood, Ezq., Alderman, M. P.
The Earl of Fitzwilliam, George Smith, Esq., M. P.
The Right Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, William Babington, M. D. F. R. 5.
Yiscount Dudley and Ward, Henry Cline, Ezq., F. R. 8.

Consulting Physician, John Sims, M.D. F.R.S.
Surgeon, J. H. Curtis, Esq—T'reasurer, W. Cobbe, Esq.
Secretary, Mr. G. Whiting.—Collector, Mr. Davies.

Tue Diseases of the Ear affect every rank of society ;
and to the lower classes, engaged in a variety of domestic
occupations, Deafness is a most serious misfortune, as it






DONATIONS LATELY RECEIVED.
George Watson Taylor, Esq. M. P.
George Smith, Esq., Upper Harley-street .
John Cardale, Esq. Bedford-row :
Thomas Snodgrass, Esq. 5, Cheaterﬁel[l-street
Matthew Baillie, M.D. 25, Cavendish-square
Miss Clements, Lower Grosvenor-street
Sir William Adams
The Marquis of Anglesey
Sir Samuel Shepherd y
William Babington, M. D. A]dermanhur}r
Henry Cline, Esq. Lincoln’s-inn-fields .
Sir Astley Cooper, Bart, Spring-gardens . i
Lewis Leese, Esq. South-street, Finsbury-square
Mr. A. Sterry, Blackman-street, Borough
Mr. Shepherd, 412, Oxford-street
Mr. Newbury, Dulwich :
John Julius Angerstein, Esg. Pall M.ill .
Mrs. Cradock, Enfield 3
Sir Isaac Heard :
Fuller Maitland, Esq. Gmavenﬂr-square
Myr. Davies, 31, Frith-street
Mr. Curtis, 11, Old Fish-street
Lady Dartmouth \
The Rev. R. P. Beacheroft, EE Gm]dfnrr!-strent
Mr. Wright, Percy-street
Carew Elers, Esq. 45, Gower-street
The Marquis of Hertford
William Cobbe, Esq. 31, Regenb—street
F. Willis, Esq. 9, Portman-square
Mr. Samuel Hull, Uxbridge
Robert Pope, M. D. Staines
Captain Blagrove, 16, Queen .ﬁ.nne—street
The Earl of Egremunt -
Miss Finch
Mr. Peter Dawson, 'iB Gmu]ge-street
Thomas Prower, Esq. 35, Piccadilly . : ]
Right Hon. J. C. Villiers, North Audley-street
Miss Smith, Blackheath : .

X 1.

EMHE

—_

—_
=)

PO e e e Oy D e e e e e T e b e B el e el e

L3
—

e
DD = OO WD = D

—
=

o

T R - = T I el =T e e = = B T T e T

1

=

=== e P = B 0 = I = = - e = - [ = = - = i e i Y e T i o = i = B = B = I = O = I = I = = T = D == I = A o B






|

TP
o -

Colonel Salmond, 40, Montague-square

DONATIONS LATELY RECEIVED.

William Lowndes, Esq. Somerset-house

Rev. Dr. Milles 2

Mrs. Goodwin, 30, Bnnd-street

Captain Blanchard, 8, Harpur-street

Lady Style, Hammersmith .
Samuel Smith, Esq. M. P. Berkelw—square

G. H. D. Pennant, Esq. 56, Portland-place ;
John Holmes, Esq. Court of Requests, Guildhall
Mr. Pritchett, 37, Chambers-street, Goodman’s-fields
Nicholas Brown, Esq. Somerset place '
Mr. Summers, 15, Montague-street

William Lewis Newman, Esq. Guildhall

Mrs. Davies, Newecastle . : :

Right Hon. Lord Clifton, M. P.

Sir James Langham, Langham-place

S. C. Whitbread, Esq. M. P.

H. Ball Hughes, Esq.

Sir James Mansfield . .

J. C. Reeve, Esq. 19, Russell-square .

Mrs. Charles Bosanquet, Lower Grnsvennr—street
Francis Read, Esq. Canterbury : . ;
The Duke of Northumberland . ] b 5 A1
Mr. Wilson, Bermondsey ;

Rev. Dr. Robert Price, Pnrf,laud-plcue
W. W. Pepys, Esq. 11, Gloucester-place
William Lettsom, Esq. 24, Russell-square
Mrs. Hartley, Seymour-place : ]
James Putman, Esq. 45, Margaret-street. . . 1
Thomas Metcalfe, Esq. 25, Queen-square

Lambert Fowler, Esq. 72, Gloucester-place

J. M. Leake, Esq. Old Windsor

P. H. Roper, Esq. Brandenburg House

Mr. Thomas Walker, Hart-street; Bloomsbury .
Lady H. Ashburnham, 20, Upper Grosvenor-street

t

5

Thomas Wills, Esq. Brighton .
Mr. Gilby, Knightsbridge X
Mr. John Veal, Norwood .

-
et e e e el B b B T e e e e e N el e i e D P e e P e B e e b PO B R e e [y e

—

—
el e b e e e e T e e e e b T e e e e B P e et P e B e et bl 3 R e b e £y e

~oc OO0 CcCOCCOoOO0OCCcCCcCOoOOOcO000O0O0C0ccoc0ccc00Ccon &






il e SR S L L
-

This order will comprehend, first, the Affections of
the Meatus Auditorius, or external Ear; secondly,
those of the Tympanum, wiz. its puriform discharge, and
the Obstruction of the Eustachian Tube, with the ope-
ration ; thirdly, the Diseases of the Labyrinth, whether

- constitutional, as nervous, scrofulous, syphilitic, &e.; or
. local, as Paralysis of the Auditory Nerve, defective Or-
- gamzation, &c.

The Subject will conclude with general Remarks,
applicable to this class of Diseases; and on the little
{)hmgrﬁs fornterly made to improve the knowledge of

en.

A Crumvican Lecrvre will be given during each
Course on the most important Cases that occur at the
Royal Dispensary.,

TERMS OF THE LECTURES.

Single Course . ; . Two Guineas.
Two Courses . . . Three Guineas,
Perpetual . : ' . Five Guineas.

TERMS FOR ATTENDING THE PRACTICE
OF THE DISPENSARY.

Three Months . . . Five Guineas,
Six Months : : . Eight Guineas,
Perpetual . . . . Ten Guineas.

For Particulars apply to Mr. Curris, at his House,
No. 2, Soho-square, or at the following Hospitals ; St.
Thomas's, Guy's, St. Bartholomew's, St. George's, the
Middlesex, aud the Westminster.

The Lecrures will be continued regularly, the same
as the five preceding Seasons; namely, from the first of

October until the latter end of May.
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