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conformation may have already taken place,
between the ruptured and lacerated vessels,
and the organ may be irreparably injured.
That such an adhesive inflammation may take
place in less than twenty-four hours, by the
mere contact of recently lacerated vessels, is
known to every Surgeon. Doubtless the same
iua}r take place in aftections of the eyes, as
well as in other parts of the body.

- I am well aware that many preparations
made from subjects who may have died in
consequence of inflammation in any part of the
body, will be held universally to militate against
my present opinion. But we ought to make a

distinction between the primary disease of any

- part, and'the disease of the constitution re-acting

|

E

~ upon that part, as well as the whole system,

thereby causing the death of the patient. And
as for the injections of arteries, they are made
to penetrate into the diseased parts and others,
with more or less force, merely to ascertain
inflamed vessels ; but in my opinion, they shew

the elon cation and enlargement of some arteries
I
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much dilated as to prevent them from returning
to their former dimensions, and thereby ter-
minating in a chronic affection.

§ 16. On ophthalmia. An inflammation of
the eye may be produced by exposure to cold,
n two different ways; first by its propelling
the blood from the surface of the body and the
lungs themselves during inspiration, to that
organ ; and secondly, also from the cold acting
powerfully on the parts by abstracting the heat
from the circulating fluids on the surface of the
eyes, supposing them to have been previously
exposed to a greater degree of heat, or otherwise
weakened by fatigue. The membranes and
vessels will contract, but the blood cannot
contract in the same proportion, and therefore
must soon make its way to the contiguous
parts ; elongating and distending other arterial
branches, by which several of them will be
-necessarily broken by extreme distension™. 'This
will occasion a great deal of irritation, and

increase the existing inflammation.

* Ware on Ophthalmia, page 20.
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parts of the former to one of pure extract of
opluin.

The daily applications are repeated three or
four times in the day, the eyes being ever
exposed to a moderate light, and always wunco-
vered. These topical applications should be
made to agree with the period or stage of the
mflammation ; in the first stage, they should
be very mild, such as pure distilled water, mild
preparations of any tonic applications ; keeping
in mind to increase daily and very gradually
the strength of these applications, as the
complaint recedes from its most active state.
In this manner almost any inflammation of
the eyes from cold only, may be successfully

treated.

. These medical treatments and applications
are absolutely necessary, when the inflammation
runs high; and as 1 conceive, act in this
manner. The abstraction of blood from the
part inflamed or from the system, when taken
in time, prevents the distension and laceration
of many of the vessels of this very delicate
organ, which may otherwise mmjure or destroy
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cathartics prevent the accumulation of chyle,
its absorption, and the conveyance of it into
the blood. 'The gentle but general and constant
perspiration, has its share in preventing or
abating the inflammation of the whole system.
The nightly applications to the eyes (which are
not to be long continued) tend to remove
tension, and of course the pain and the throbbing
sensation, by their moisture and moderate heat
assisting the neighbouring vessels to become
vicarious, thereby removing or diminishing the
tension in the most diseased parts. The daily
applications, as they increase in strength gra-
dually, act by their tonic and astringent power,
to enable the vicarious vessels to contract to
their former dimensions.

Let this remark once for all be remembered,
that whoever has his eye or eyes covered up
day and night, for a short time only, may have
the transparent cornea destroyed, by the matter
confined between the eyelids, and corroding it,
so as to form a thick speck. This observation
alone, I am confident, if duly attended to, will

prevent the blindness of thousands.
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the punctum, and secured as above directed,
which may be sufficient for the full enlargement
of the punctum. The next object will be to
produce a discharge * from that side of the
nose, which will diminish the turgescence of the
vessels, pro tempore, and allow the lachrymal
sac more freedom in its functions. 'Then the
repeated injections may have a fair trial ; but
should there remain any impediment in the
lachrymal « sac, to prevent the water from
making its way into the nose, a proper dry
cupping glass syringe should be applied over
the lachrymal sac only, and when 1t is sufli-
ciently swelled, at that moment it should be
syringed, which may fill the inside of the
lachrymal sac, and then with a little attention
in pressing upwards and downwards with a
finger, the fluid may be made to pass into the
nose, after a few trials.

The syringe should be peculiarly adapted to
the operation, by having its extremity which is
to enter into the punctum, curved; the point

* By errhina.

R
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‘This complaint is very troublesome to the
* patient, from the continual irritation occasioned
by the constant discharge down the cheek ;
which 1s of an excoriating nature, creating an
erys!:pelatous kind of affection on the part;
and thus proving very disfiguring.

This complaint should be treated if possible
before the fistula lachrymalis is' completely
formed. Many cures have been performed by
removing in time the obstruction of the nasal
duct ; by the use of medicated injections, ac-
cording to the causes of the disease.

‘When the fistula is already formed, the mode
of cure indicated, is by enlarging the wound
through the whole length of the sac; and then
by trying to find the opening of the nasal duct,
which liesin agroove in the os unguis, by means
of a piece of cat-gut, bougie, or a piece of
flexible metal of a proper diameter and lengtl.
If we succeed in introducing either of these, it
must be left in the nasal duct, for a few weeks,
in general. We must also inject frequently with
a syringe into the nasal duct, and without re-

moving the bougie mserted, till every obstruc-
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~cation and vessels of the os unguis, rendering

- the passage of the nasal duct completely im-

pervious to the tears.  The perforation through
the os unguis in the direction of the nasal duct,

with a trocar, is to restore the above channel.

Now 1n this operation, several vessels are sepa-
rated ; which separation must necessarily alter
the arterial circulating eﬁluilibrimn. Hence
an inflammation must succeed, from the above
mtercepted circulation in the injured part, and
an attempt to produce an increased circulation

in the neighbouring vessels, which increased

circulation, is become vicarious, pro tempore.

'The bougie is now introduced into this arti-
ficial nasal duct, to remain till the cure is per-
fected. Suppuration and granulations must
take place on the external surface of this new
nasal duct, for the purpose of restoring the
parts to their natural circulation, and also of
reducing the vicarious vessels to their former

healthy dimensions. The bougie remaining

permanently in the said nasal duct, will prevent

the above granulations from taking place ; and

the suppuration, by its continual discharge,
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pressed downinto the form of a membrane. After
the completion of the above actions the bougie
may be removed altogether, and a cure of the
‘external wound brought on, as before mentioned,
by adhesive inflammation.

From the above considerations, we shall be
‘able to judge of the probable success of am
operation for the fistula lachrymalis; which
operation will be successful if the patient is
young, and no very great malconformation has
taken place in the nasal bones beyond the nasal
duct. The state of the parts in elderly persons,
‘as well as from malconformation from injury,
' would absolutely prevent the cure, or the full
' play of the actions, above explained.

. The tonic and escharotic lotions and powders
are composed of the well known metallic salts
contained in the materia medica; but which
for the treatment of the diseases of the eye
ought always, if possible, to be composed from
their radicals, and in large quantities, so as to
leave  no doubt respecting their degrecs of
strength, which may often be required to be

varied during the progress of the same cure.
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