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PRETFACE

HAVING mentioned, in my fecond Commu-
nication, my intention of laying before the
Faculty the new method of treating Eryfipelatous
Affeétions, which I have found fo fingularly

efficacious in my own practice, I now fit down
to fulfil my promife.

Having infinuated, in the tra@l alluded to,
that the mode of treatment I am now going to
make public appears to me to be fpecific in thefe
diforders, I think it not improper to repeat what
I then advanced ; but at the fame time to remind
my reader, that although its effets have been
fo conftantly and powerfully efficacious in
every cafe in which I have adminiftered it, as to
make me efieem it Jpecific in eryfipelatous dif~
orders, yet I by no means affert 74at it is fo: that
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ing the praftice of medicine, and of alleviating
~ the affli¢tions to which human nature is liable,
make trial of this new remedy for the meafles,
which I recommend from its firiking effedts in
the few cafes in which it has been tried, 1 fhall
think myfelf obliged by his communicating the
refult. Indeed it would give me pleafure to hear
that any of the peculiar modes of treatment
which I already have laid down, or may propofe,
are found to be cfﬁ;:aciuus; as fuch communi-
cations would not only prove that what have
appeared to be valuable improvements in my
own practice, are found to be equally fo in the
hands of others, but alfo that they are not by all
thought unworthy of attention; an attention,
indeed, which the importance of the fubjeéts,
and the motive which brings them before the
public, muft and ought to excite in every libe-
ral-minded pra&itioner ; who, confcious of the
weighty charge committed to his care, feels it an
indifpenfable duty to negle¢t no means what-
foever, which may even poflibly be conducive
to the eafe, the fafety, and happinefs of his
patients.

PRACTICAL






PRACTICAL INFORMATION,

Se.

A fm general Remarks on Eryfipelas, and on
Erythematous Affettions in general.

I AM not going to give a formal defcription of
thefe two diforders—that would be unneceffary ;
fince I am addrefling myfelf to thofe who are
fuppofed to be well acquainted with them.
~ Indeed were that not the cafe, I fhould feel very
little inclination to enter upon a defcription of
what has already been defcribed myriads of times,
without adding one iota of information, either
with refpeét to the diforder itfelf, or its mode of

cure.

2 Erythema
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As fometimes great danger may arife from
miftaking eryfipelas for inflammation of a very
different nature, particularly when it fixes on
the legs or arms, I fhall take the liberty of
making a remark or two which may be worth
confidering before the judgment is fixed.

It 1s commonly obferved, that in eryfipelatous
inflammation, if the finger be prefled upon the
part, and then fuddenly removed, the compreffed
part appears white, but inftantly refumes the
general rednefs. I have, however, met with
fevere cafes where the diforder has been exten-
five, the colour deep red, and the part greatly
fwelled, in which no preffure that I have thought
prudent to make, or my patient has been willing
to fuffer, has produced any thing like whitenefs,
or any very fenfible alteration in the colour of
the part the finger was preffed upon. Another
remark which I wifh to make is, that in fuch
very fevere attacks the lymphatics and the glands
they pafs into generally become extremely pain-
ful ; and their courfe from the feat of the com-
plaint to the gland they enter into, may be readily

B 2 traced
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The {kin wasred ; a number of minute veficles
diftended with ichor foon became perceptible:
that ichor was difcharged with great itching, and

defquammation and recovery fucceeded.

The heat, rednefs, and itching at fome times
were almofi infupportable.

This complaint, however, was not always
confined to the face or eyes; fometimes the
hands, feet, and particularly the genitals, were
fubject to its attacks.

When the difeafe was more fevere than ufual,
the inflammation was very confiderable, attended
with pain and tendernefs, and generally produc-

tive of fome degree of feverifhnefs and refilefi-
nefs, which continued till the minute vefications
appeared, when the pain was converted into
itching, and exudation and defquammation ter-
minated the difeafe.

At the time he confulted me he had a fmart
attack of the diforder, which had completely
clofed
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more {peedy removal in fo fmart an attack ; and
I was fatisfied that every thing I had done for
him had not been of one farthing’s worth of

advantage fo kim, neither had any one article
fhewn the leaft power over the difeafe.

_ Soon after this I was confulted on a wviolent
eryfipelas, uthered in by a cold fit and fever,

which had fixed upon the leg of a gentleman
never before fubject to this difeafc; one who
had lived freely : aged about fifty.

The leg was of a dark red, much fwelled and
painful : he had fever and great refileffnefs. On
the fecond day of the inflammation, vefications
were formed with that appearance which indi-
cates a tendency to {phacelation.

A long tedious attention, various changes of
medicine, opium, camphor, the bark, &ec. &ec.
at length enabled the conflitution to overcome the
difeafe ; for moft certainly none of thofe articles
acted in any other manner.

This
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- A cafe of St. Anthony’s fire foon occurred.

- - The face greatly fivelled and inflamed, with an
intolerable heat, and a fenfation between pain

- and itching : this fudden]y came on in the morn-
ing; I faw the patient in the evening, as the
fwelling :_'apidly- increafed. 1 inftantly gave /fix
grains of volatile alkali in a little water, ordering
it to be repeated every two or three hours; and
called again in the morning, when, to my
aftonifhment, the face was nearly fettled to its
ufual appearance, and the diforder almoft vanifh-
ed |—A little of the folution confiderably diluted
was alfo ufed externally.

Great as were my expectations from the re-
medy, 1 did not expec fo fudden an amend-
ment, and therefore was not by any means
affured that the difappearance of the complaint
was entirely in confequence of the patient having
taken the volatile alkali.

Several fimilar cafes of erythema, or of flighter

degrees of eryfipelas, foon offered, and put me

out of doubt, as they readily gave way to the
c remedy.
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A medical géntleman had been immediately
called in, who had recourfe to the ufual modes
of treatment—falines, purgatives, opiates, dia-
phoretics, antimonials, &c. with various external

applications of the cooling kind.

The patient had been three days under this
mode of treatment when I was confulted. He
had been taking mercury, with febrifuges, till
the bowels were confiderably purged; and opium
was then given to moderate that effe¢t. I found
him with confiderable fever, the pulfe one hun-
dred, great thirft, and great debility. The in-
flammation, pain, and fwelling, were now ra-
pidly increafing. Several large blifters had ap-
peared during the laft twelve hours, and were
furrounded by a livid but deep red. Some purg-
ing fill continued.

I ordered an opiate to be given, as often as it
~ was found neceflary, to moderate the purging,

or to remove great anxiety, pain, or refileflnefs.

c2 Iim-
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In a few hours my patient was fenfibly re-
lieved: the mext day he walked acrofs the
floor : the following day he went into his gar-
den; and, in a few days more, was completely
well ; excepting that debility, which fo long
and fo violent a diforder had neceffarily induced;
and which, by continuing the volatile alkali two
or three times a day, with a little tinture of
bark, was very foon removed.

It is aftonifthing how rapidly the inflammation,
pain, fwelling, and fever abated, almoft imme-
diately after the volatile alkali was given; and,
although the vefications were broken into large
black fores, and threatened to become trouble--
fome ulcers, yet, in a few days, they were com-
pletely healed, without any other application
than the lotion and the ointment at firft ordered.

I fhall but {lightly mention one cafe more,
which was a violent eryfipelas of the face: the
eyes were {welled up, and covered with large
vefications, which very foon formed ulcers; with
evident marks of f{phacelation commencing,

when
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Many cafes of greater or lefs importance have,
fince then, occurred; in all of which the vola-

tile alkali has been my chief refource, and in no
one cafe has it failed me.

In thefe diforders, as well as in the fcarlet
fever, whether common or malignant, I gene-
rally give about fix grains at a dofe, either ina
ftate of folution or made into pills; ordering
that dofe to be repeated every two, four, fix, or
eight hours, as the degree of diforder or the
urgency of fymptoms may {eem to require.

It muft naturally be fuppofed, however, that
in fome cafes, fome patients, and fome conflitu-
tions, that dofe may be increafed or diminifhed
with advantage.

- In thefe diforders too, as well as in fcarlatina,
I depend chiefly upon the volatile alkali till the
diforder is in fome degree fubdued, before I have
recourfe to other medicines as auxiliaries. But
eryfipelas will fooner bear opium with advantage
than the fcarlet fever will ; and, in cafes attend-
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powerfully to incline me to think it fo; and to
excite me to hope it will be found fo.

Be that, however, as it may, the firiking fuc-
cefs of this remedy in my own practice is at leaft
a prefumptive argument in favour of its real
efficiency and power; and it is a motive fuffi-
ciently ftrong to induce me thus to bring it
before the public, that it probably may be pro-
duflive of general good: for whether it be
found to poflefs a {pecific power over thefe dif-
orders or not, moft certainly it is a valuable
remedy in cafes fimilar to thofe in which I have
given it; and is, therefore, an ufeful addition
to the methodus medendi in fimilar diforders,
which muft render it deferving of attention.

D A few
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left to nature alone, commonly do at leaft as

well, and recover fully as foon, as thofe who
are under the management of the faculty.

This being, at leaft in the country where I
refide, the general opinion, it is very feldom in-
deed that I, in a retired village, have been con-
fulted upon the diforder. Of courfe my practi-
cal information is not-extenfive.

When I had occafion to confider the nature
of fcarlatina and eryfipelas, I was led to pay
fome attention to rubeola alfo, as a branch which,
I fuppofed, arofe from the fame radix; and it
was then that I wifhed for opportunities to refer
to experience, to decide how far the fuppofition
was correct.

The refemblance between rubeola and fcarla-

tina is certainly confiderable ; both being attend-
ed with fever, followed by an eruption not very
diffimilar; and in all thefe diforders, whether

erythema, eryfipelas, f{carlatina, or rubeola,
D 2 after
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On the evening before I faw her, the eruption
had flightly appeared; but a feverith reftlefs
night had brought it forward fo completely, that
the was univerfally covered with it on the fol-

lowing morning, when I firft faw her.

She at that time had ‘much fever, her pulfe
very quick, her {kin hot, and {welled with the
eruption and general inflammation. Her nofe
was alfo confiderably fwelled and fiuffed, or
clofed by the thickening of the inflamed mem-
brane, which covers the internal furfaces; and
her eyes were highly inflamed, watery, and
nearly clofed by the tumid flate of the eyelids.

As the fever was high, the pulfe quick and
firm, and the eruption fcarcely completed, I

thought this a fair opportunity for trying the
effe@ls of the volatile alkali.

I accordingly diffolved eighteen grains of it

in one ounce of water, and defired that one tea-

fpoonful might be given in a little cold water,
with fugar, every three or four hours; and as

0y
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“medicine in other cafes; not only as a cure but
as a preventive; being determined, on the firft
opportunity, ‘to give the volatile alkali imme-
diately on the commencement of the fever; and
likewife to preferibe fmall dofes to fome who were

likely to take the infecion, asa prophyladic.

Another cafe or two occurred, much the fame
‘as that T have already defcribed. They were
‘treated in the fame manner, with the fame fimple
‘remedy, and with the fame rapid difappearance
~of the diforder: when, unfortunately for my ex-
perience, the difeafe entirely difappeared.

Another cafe, however, foon after was laid
before me, refpecling a girl, about fix years of
age, refiding feveral miles difiant from me, and
whom I did not fee. She had had the meafles
very feverely ; the eruptions, at the time when I
was confulted, were nearly gone, but the fever
remained, with frequent delirium; cough fe-
verely troublefome ; her eyes inflamed, and the
parotids confiderably enlarged and painful, with
' fome difficulty in fwallowing; and her breath

highly
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HAVING thus communicated the informa-
tion I at prefent have to give on thefe difeafes,
I thall lay down my pen.

It is my intention, however, immediately to
refume it, for the purpofe defcribing the man-
ner of treating acute rheumatifm, ophthalmia,
and inflammations of that kind in general,
which has been fo conftantly fuccefsful, as to
have gained my utmoft confidence; at the fame
time propofing a new method of treating the
gout. |

The feverity of fome of thefe diforders; the
obftinacy of others; and the danger, or diftrefs,
which arifes too frequently from their not being
fpeedily removed, added to their extreme fre-
quency, muft render a prompt and effectual
mode of treating them greatly to be wifhed for;
and I have a pleafure in indulging the hope that
the method I propofe to bring before the public
will be found deferving not only of attention,

but of confidence.

THE END.
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