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But it is the object of a Science, and not the
flate of it, from which we are to eftimate its im-

portance. The latter depends on a variety of cir-

cumftances, which are fubject to great uncertainty.
The Spirit of the times, and the patronage of the
public muft concur with the genius and induftry
of individuals, or few advances can be made in a
profeflion like Surgery, which, however contempti-
ble it may appear to thofe who do not underftand
it, opens on every path of human enquiry, and
calls for the clofe and perfevering reflection of a
vigorous and comprehenfive mind.

But the {pirit of the times, in this and the neigh-
bouring countries, was long bcfore it looked with a
foftering eye on any part of medical Science. For
many centuries Phylic was almoft entirely in the
hands of the clergy, who by involving it in [uper-
ﬂltmn, found it a very profitable employ, and
in many inftances an introduction to preferment*,
Surgery lay under greater difadvantages; a prin-
cipal part of it, the care of the wounded and
lame, - being commonly entrufted to womeén, and
ignorant pretenderst. We are told indeed that
when Galen came from Pergamos to Rome, near
the clofe of the fecond century, he found it practifed

there as a feparate branch of the medical arti.
C But

# See Rymer’s Fredera, Tom. IL. p. 103 r—mgﬁ Tom,
X. p. 263, &c. Pafqmer, Recherches de la France,

p. 862. 1 Bernier, p. 2. c.iii
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mundanas, permittatur exire. St vero exierint, et
ad claufirum fuwm intra duorum menfium fpatiun
non redierint, ficut excommunicati ab ommibus evi-
tentur*, This was afterwards repeated by Honorius
I1I, about the year 12167,

In confequence of this reftrition, a few laymen
were encouraged to apply to the ftudy of phyfic;
but as the Univerfity would not receive them with-

out a vow of celibacy, moft of them became priefts
when they had finifhed their ftudies?.

The ‘priefts being now forbidden to leave their
cloifters, were for the moft part confulted at home.
The fervants or friends of the fick ufed to carry their
urine and other excrements to them§, with as good
an account as they could give of the indifpofition;
the Phyficians of courfe direfted what medicines

Ce were

* Pafquier ut fupra, + Bulzi Hift. Univ. Par, Tom,

I v 575 iz g

V. Recherches fur 1'Origine, &c. de la Chirurgie
en France—and Du Boulay, paflim.

§ In allufion to this cuftom Hugues de Berci, who
lived, according to Moreri, about 1250, thus pays off
- the Phyficians, who began to allume the name ot Phyficz
and Fificiens at that time,

“ Fificiens font appellez,
“ Sans fy ne font ils point nommez ;
“ De fy doit toute ordure naitre,
“ Et de fy Fifique doit eftre.
“ De fy Fifique me defhe,
“ Fol eft qui en tel art {e fie,
“ Quiln’a rien quin'y ait fy,
‘* Donc {uis je fol fi jem’y fy.”
Pafquier, p. 722,
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fourteenth, Surgery was formally feparated from
Phyfic; the prielts were ablolutely forbidden to
prattife it; and the Univerfity of Paris, in con-
fequence, refufed to admit any fludent into the
Faculty of Medicine who did not abjure it.

It is evident that Surgery was diftinguifhed from
Phyflic, long before Surgeons were diftinguifhed
from Phyficians. After the Mandate of Pope
Alexander IIL. it began to be cultivated with fome
degree of attention at the famous {chool of Saler-

‘num, and perhaps at Naples and Montpellier. By

one of the flatutes of the Emperor Frederick II.
the founder of the academy at Vienna, the former
fchool obtained the power of granting degrees in
medicine about the middle of the thirteenth century;
and one claufe in that {ftatute particularly relates to
Surgeons*. concerning whom a better and ‘more
juft opinion feems to have been there entertained,
than at Paris. The Italian univerfities admitted
lay ftudents to equal privileges with the clerical;
fome of them became phyficians of note, and the
clergy left the performance of Surgical operations

entirely

# ¢« Salubr1 etiam conllitutione fancimus, ut zwllus
Chirurgicus ad pratiicam admittatur, nifi teftimoniales
literas afferat Magiftrorum in Medicinali facultate le-
* gentium, quod per annum {altem in ea parte Medicina
4 ﬁuduerit, quz Chirurgi inftruit Facuitatem; et pra-
“ fertim anatomiam humanorum corporum in Scholis
* didicerit, et fitin ea parte medicinz perfettus, {ine qua
* mnec incifiones {alubriter fieri poterunt, nec fraéta frac-
* tura curarl,” Bulei Hilt, Univ, Par, Tom, I1I. p. 158,
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to thofe faints they for feveral centuries after were
obliged to attend, the firt Monday in every month,
after divine fervice, to drefs the wounded and lame

poor, gratis¥.

Thus then arofe the two claffes of Surgeons in
France. Thofe who had a regular, though a - de-
fettive education, in the School of Phyfic, and
occafionally praétifed as Phyficians; and thofe who
were originally employed as the fervants of the
priefts, being in fatt Barbers. Some of the latter
on leaving their employers began to encroach on
the former, and it appears that in the year 1301,
there were twenty-fix of this defcription fettled in
Paris,. The former clals had confiderably ‘mul-
tiplied towards the time when Clement V. removed
the papal See from Rome to Avignon, but as they
were {till comparatively few in number, the Barbers
were of neceffity tolerated as inferior Praétitioners.
However in the year 1301, they were fummoned
before the Procureur du Roy, at the Chatelet of
Paris, and forbidden to praétife till they had been

™ “g.‘._{,:amiued by the Maitres Chirurgienst. This pro-

hibition was of little avail. The Maitres Chirurgiens

~ had no fpecific authority. The number of ignorant
pretenders was daily increafing ; till at length John
Pitard, who had been Surgeon fucceflively to St.
Louis,

* Palquier ut fupra, p. 862, Mem. de I"Acad. de
Chir. Tom, IV. Introd. p. 2. 1 Pafquier, p. 874.
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* None of thefe obftacles now exifted in France,
except the laft; and that was daily diminifhing,

The abilities of Petit, Duverney, Garengeot, Fe-

lix, Mery, Le Dran, and others, made their way

~ through all oppofition, and fupported the pro-

feflion in its true charatter : and the intereft of La
Peyronie, Marelchal, and La Martiniere, pro-
cured it aliberal patronage from the throne, which
at length iflued in the eftablifhment of the Royal

Academy of Surgery atParis,by LouisX V.in1731.

The labours of this famous Society need no en-
comium : Thé}r are before the public in five
quarto volumes, replete with proofs of the ability
of their authors.

Neverthelefs much was left to be done; and it
may be queftioned whether the laboursof Mr. Pott
H alone

Medicorum Edinburgenfium, conceptarum, curam morbo-
rum omnium ab origine internorum, AD $SOLOS MEDICOS
privatim pertinere ; at vero, morbos omnes et languores
ab externa caufa provenientes, ET EORUM ACCIDEN-
TIA,SIVE MEDICAMENTIS INTERNE MINISTRATIS
SIVE EXTERNE APPLICATIS CURENTUR, prajbrfum
effe et verum Chyrurgorum 'aézerafr‘am;m Jubjeéta, et
ad Chyrurgos, et Chyrurgos-Pharmacop=zos, tanquam
megolit fur et artis PARTES NECESSARIAS ET NA-
TURALES proprie pertinere. Et volumus et delinimus
hos veros, refios et fixos, inter utramque artem futuros

erpetuo limites ; et ut omnes judices noflr1 atque
Fub iti, heee in commodum Chyrurgorum et Chyrurgo-
rum-Pharmacopeorum cUM OMNI FAVORE, TANs=
QUAM ADMITTI POTEST Interpretentur.”
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Added to all this, the number of Surgeons in
the livery was but one hundred and fourteen,
while that of the Barbers was three times as great.

The feparation was therefore determined on.
An application was made to Parliament in the
eighteenth year ofhis late Majefty King George I1.
(A.D. 1745) and an act was pafled, making them
two diftinct corporations, and confirming to the
Surgeons all the privileges allowed in the Royal
Charters given to the united company, fo far as
they related to Surgery only,

The Hall, and all the property, except the
amount of two legacies for Anatomical Lectures,
which will hereafter be noticed, were left in pof-
feflion of the Barbers, who would cenfent to the
feparation on no other terms. They even kept
the anatomical preparations, and fome excellent
paintings of the mufcles, as proofs of the dignity
of their origin. The former, I underftand, are
now difpofed of, or deftroyed; and the theatre
which contained them has been pulled down: The
latter {till remain.

The government of the Surgeons Company, and
the management of all their affairs, were vefted
in the Court of Afliftants, who were to be twenty-
oneinnumber, ten of whom were tobe Examiners,
and each to hold their refpective offices for life.

They
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¢ nihil fere ad ejus magnitudinem conferre videntur;
% omnes vero, omnibus congeftis aquis, flumen
% tandem efliciunt, quale jam fpeflamus, vaftum,
4 amcenum, felicia qua preaterfluit arva irrigans
& atqur: feecundans,”

It fhould be IEmEmbered that the benefit of
thole improvements in Surgery which have been
made in this country, are by no means confined
within our own borders. They have extended to
foreign climes, and have attrated pupils hither
from all parts of Europe: And what is of more
importance for an Englifh Legiflature to confider,
is, that they have reached the fifter kingdom, and
all the immenfe colonies of this extenfive empire. In
all of thefe are to be found crouds of fufferers,
from the cafualties of life and the ravages of war,
receiving folace, relief, and reftoration, through
the affiftance of men, who owe their ability to im-
part thefe bleffings, to the labours, the inftruttions,
and the example, of the Surgeons of London,

Who would have thought that England, the
center of this favoured kingdom, where Surgery
" has been cultivated with fuch eminent advantage to
mankind, fhould have been marked out as the
precife fpot, where its profeflors mult be held up to
mockery and derifion ?

Are the talents, the learning, the charallers, of
_ thofe great and able men who have juft been enu-
12 merated
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¢ maitre inftruit dans la pratique. L’etude donne
¢ a fciénce ; mais on ne peut acquérir l'art, ou 'ha-
% bitude de I'application des regles, qu'envoyant et
¢ revoyant les objets: c’eft une habitude des fens
% qu'il faut acquérir; et ce neft que par 'habitude
¢ de ces mémes fens qu'elle peut étre acquife,”*

I beg leave to add that while there are peculiari-
ties belonging to the ftudy of Phyfic, which make
it in fome refpects fuperior to Surgery ; there are
alfo peculiarities belonging to Surgery, which make
it in other refpects fuperior to Phyfic.

A comparatively general knowledge of the
anatomy of the human body may be fufficient for a
Phyfician, (the Vifcera excepted, which he muft
thoroughly and minutely underfland,) The reft it
will be enough for him to have feen repeatedly dif-
fected. But the hands of the Surgeon muft be
conftantly employed in this work: He ought to
bear every part of this complicated machine, and all
the relative fituations of each, as accurately in his
mind, as the painter or the fculptor fhould its
outline, and general proportions. For be is often
to wound, in order that he may heal ; and to employ
his knife on a living body, endued with acute

fenfation, generally under the influence of terror

K 2 and

* Encyclopédie, Tom. I1L. p. 351. Art, CHIRURGIE.
- (Edit. .Genev, 1722.)
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hundred pounds per annum. Its income, how-

‘ever, is very uncertain; depending almoft entirely

on the fees paid by perfons who receive the diploma.

The quarterage of two fhillings and fixpence, paid

by the members refident within the metropolis and

feven miles round it, brings in but about 1€0l

or 170l. per annum; and Mr. Gunning had pro-
pofed to Mr. Chandler, tomove, if the bill had

paffed, that it might be entirely abolifhed. For if,
the Company were once at liberty to employ the
furplus of their receipts toward realizing an in-
‘come equal to their expences, a way would be open
to free its members of all {tated contributions, and
in time, to leffen the amount of the fees that are
paid on admiffion, and form feveral eftablifhments
for the advancement of {cience, which it would be
improper to attempt till this objeft be attained.
For without it, the Company might by fo doing be-
come again infolvent; its officers of courfe would
be fettered and degraded in all their proceedings,
and no inflitutions they could fct on foot would have
that profpeét of perpetuity, without which it would
hardly be defirable to eftablifh them.

That claufe in the a&t which appointed the Chi-
rurgical Leétures to be given by the members of
the council only, feems to have been very ill re-

~ceived; I apprehend, only becaufe it has not been
rightly underflood. Let it be confidered that the
L2 le€tures
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an toto. To commit the whole management of the
Company’s concerns to twenty-one perfons, appears
to fome Gentlemen to partake too much of that
ariftocracy, which has been of late fo fuccefsfully
blown up with revolutionary gunpowder in feveral
parts of Europe. To exorcife this frightful fiend
from ¢ the affairs of this extenfive and increafing
% corporation,” various expedients have been {ug-
gefted: Expedients indeed fo various, that it is
plain the fubjeét had been very imperfeétly con.®
fidered by the parties who brought them forward.

One was, to make the officers of the Company
annually eletive; and then every body would have
a chance of getting in fome time or other,

The annual eleétion of the Prefident and Council
of the Royal Society furnifhed a pretext for this
propofal. But the cafe 1s not parallel. The Royal
Society is a literary body merely, having no civil
duty to dilcharge; but the Surgeons Company is,
as has been already oblerved, primarily and eflen-
tially a civil inftitution; compofed indeed of perfons
who are, or ought to be, literary men; but a civil
inftitution notwithftanding—in which nothing can
be of greater importance, than that thofe who are
entrufted with the governing power, thould be per-
fons of tried ability and 1NDEPENDENCE.

But












( 83 )

« ward, and leet offices, and from being put into, or
« ferving upon, any jury or inqueft.” The money
paid for this diploma therefore ceafes to be his, in
every fenfe of the word, as foon as he has paid it;
and becomes a part of that revenue by which the
inftitution is fupperted, from whence he derives

his grant.

The great plea for the neceffity of an alteration
in the conftitution of the Company has been
founded on a very able ftatement, or review, of
their affairs, which was drawn up and read to the
Court of Affiftants by Mr. Gunning, when he
quitted the office of Malter in July 17g0. In this
ftatement feveral inftances of negle@t and mif-
management were pointed out, and regulations pro-
poled for preventing them in future. But as it was
addrefled ‘to the Court of Affiltants only, without

_the moft diftant idea of being ever made public,

the errors which had been committed were fimply
detailed, without being traced to their original
caufes. Had this been the objeét in view, feveral
circumf{tances would have been adduced to account

‘for them, and to exculpate the Governors from

a part of the blame they may appear to have
deferved.

The mifmanagements alluded to, as far as they
can refpeét the prefent fubjeét, are reducible to
three heads—Inattention to their minutes and

Mg ACCOUNES——
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reputation.  In thefe, not only the whole ftruéture
of the human body was explained, but the arts of
1diﬁ'eaing and making anatomical preparations were
taught, and attratted a great number of pupils. The
teachers were enabled to form very large and in-
terefting colleftions, which both made their le€tures
more inviting, and increaled their own repute with
the public. Others were therefore roufed to
follow the fame example, and met with a good
fhare of fuccefs. Meanwhile the lettures at the
hall fell, of courfe, into negle&, were ill-attended,
and at length feemed hardly werth attending to,
either by the Company, or the public.

That they have not more regularly given Chirur-
gical le€tures, is an omiffion for which there is no
fufficient excufe. Several of the members have in-
deed, at different periods, read leétures of this de-
fcription ; particularly Mr. Pott and Mr."Hunter;
fo that no chafm in the fyftem of education has been
the confequence of this neglect: But a negleét it is,
and no proof can be given of the wifh of the prefens
Governors to atone for it, more convincing, than
their having folicited that a courle of fuch lettures
might be required by the propofed Att of Parliament,
and thus made a condition of the College’s exiftence,

As to the unneceflary expences, there is only
one article which can be juftly complained of—
namely, the dinners, which it muft be confclled had

been
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