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| HEN the expences of every arti-
cle of fubfiftence in this country,
affords a theme of very general complaint,
itis furprifing that an induftriousand fen-
fible people fhould negle&t fo many evi-
dent fources of producét, and confequent-
ly of fubfiftence, which are varioufly af-
forded. For a feries of years much has
been expended in colonizing and improv-
ing diftant pofleflions, whilft our own
immediate foil has been ftrangely neg-
le&ed ; and even at this period, nearly a

fourth of the whole kingdom is in com-
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moft humble plant, as well as the lofty
tree, expands its flower, and diftils its
honey, to invite another community of
induftrious labourers, which has hitherto
been too much difregarded, and whofe
produét, when accepted by the hand of
man, is pure gain. The BeE, whole ac-
tive exertion 1s pleafling to contemplate,
and the produdt of it profitable to enjoy,
is by no means duly encouraged, With-
in twenty miles of the metropolis, horti-
culture has molt extenfively increafed ;
the gardens are enriched with plants of
every kind—but the neétarium of the
flowers iflues in vain, whillt the hive 1s
excluded from a {tation, where it might be
rendered no lefs an object of ornament
than of profit. In the fpace I have men-
tioned, 50,000 bee-hives at leaft might
be maintained, which, upon an average,
would produce as many guineas annually
in honey and wax, two articles of lingu-
lar ufe in every family 1n the kingdom.

Viewing, therefore, the fubject as truly

profitable and entertaining, I wifh to turn
the
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- ments, and increafing horticulture, it
may be prefumed that a Bee Society
will not be deemed the leaft important in-
ftitution of the prefent period.

After the eftablithment of fuch a fo-
ciety, premiums might be offered for af-
certaining the food moft fuitable to the
bee, the beft mode of taking the honey,
as well as of conftrutting the hive, and
preferving its denizens.

Where ornament and pleafure have
been particularly ftudied, neat mahogany
and glafs hives have been conftrutted in
the windows of dwelling-houfes; by
which means company in a {itting room
may fee into the glafs hive, and be
amufed by the activity and labour of the
induftrious community every moment of
the day, and learn a leflon of employing
their own moments to the moft ufeful
purpofes.

Some bee-hives are {o conftructed with
glafs, of various fizes, as to reprefenta py-
ramid; which, atthe fame time, are high-
ly produtive. This is done by placing
A \ over
























