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Leavis]
ftanding, 1 had at firft afked permiffion to make
fuch additions, as to me appeared requifite, on find-
ing they would be infinitely too diffufive for a work
of this nature, and as I could claim proteéion only
by adhering ftriétly to thofe {fentiments and opinions
which were to them delivered, and upon which
they could alone found a with for my making them
more public ; in that ftate I now offer them with-
out alteration, referving the elucidation of feveral
parts for fome future occafion, as they formr the
bafis of a larger work, which I have an intention

of cnmpleting as I can find opportunity.

Should therefore the following fheets, which now
make their appearance to the weorld, in compliance
with the defire of the Medical Society, fortunately
add the {lighteft ray of confequence to that colleétive
Body, and afford the candid Reader fatisfaction, my

labor will be amply compenfated ; particularly as,

at
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tive powers, as any of which Greece or Rome could
ever boaft; and as it muft be allowed, that opi-
nions in any art ought to be delivered in modes
divelted of all ambiguity and embarraflment, cer-
tainly, confidering our own vernacular language pof=
fefled of thefe advantages, as being the moft fami-
liar to a very great majority of this audience, zbough
learned, before which I have the honor to prefent
myfelf, and perfeétly underftood by all —it wall
not, I hope, be conftrued want of refpe&, or a
carelefs nattention to the confequence and dignity
ever annexed to profeflional bodies thus affociated,
that I have prefumed to deviate from fome of my
predeceflors, dropping the tinfelled trappings of
Roman grace, for the plain, but more ufeful orna-
ment of Englith perfpicuity ; and making ufe of a
vehicle, eafy, as common, to communicate my ob-
fervations, in order that I might, through the whole
of them, be readily followed, and not in anyupart

mifunderftood.

For
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For however familiar may be the Latin idiom

to readers converfant in that language — however

ealy to comprehend in its niceft points— to au-
ditors, not conftantly habituated to that ftyle of
delivery, the famiharity, and ready comprehenfion,
would be defe&ive.

el chlie i e lons T Toutid fottie Bnall claim
to your approbation ; and, confidering the arduouf-
nefs of the prefent undertaking, I flatter myfelf,
I fhall ftill farther experience your indulgence.
Unimprefled with this idea, infurmountable indeed
would have been the' difficulties which prefented
themfelves to my refle&tion; but confcious that
liberality of fentiment, with men of erudition,
dire&s the judgement, and foftens the feverity of
criticifm, every obftacle vanifhed, and diffidence
gaveg way to duty. For it has ever been, with mie,
a fixed principle, and laid down as a law immutable;
That, as every individual in the medical hemif-
phere is fo clofely, and fo neceffarily united to the
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welfare of mankind, he is bound by the ftrongeft
ties, natural and focial, to exert his abilities, how-:
ever weak, when called to promote any laudable:

purpofe.

Conneé&ed therefore as I am with the members
of this medical inftitution — with you, who a&uated
by philanthropy, make {cience the pleafurable labour
of your lives —and that part of {cience your parti~
cular ftudy, the moft noble which can engage the.
purfuit of man — framed by Divine Wifdom for
the relief and prefervation of the human {pecies —
preventing, mitigating, and fubduing many of their
corporal calamities — your withes I confidered as a
mandate — and, as you have thought proper to
ele& me to this office of honor — an office, which
‘would have been far better fupplied by many of

your affociates —— It became me, therefore, to re-
fle&, what there was in my power to offer, which

might in fome, though perhaps too fmall a degree,

compenfate for your lofs of time and attention ta

the
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the confequential avocation of your profeflions,
which candour would fubje& you to on this occa-

fion.

Converfant as you are with, afiduoufly engaged
in, the acquifition of medical knowledge, and happy
in the promulgation, zwo points fell only to my elec-
tion; either to furnith fomething new, for the im-

provement : or ﬁmar&:'ﬂg to clear what might retard

and clog the progrefs of the healing art.

Of the former, I fear, I have little to lay before
you worthy of your attention ; even vanity cannot
uggeft to, or perfuade, me, that any thing has oc-
fuggett to, perfuade, , that any thing |

curred to my obfervation, with which you may not,

perhaps, have been long acquainted My ani-
madverfions muft therefore, in a great meafure, be
confined to the latter ; wherein I fhall only prefume
to offer fome hints, which taken into the confidera-
tion of fuperior abilities, may affift, fo am I led to

hope, in extending our particular art to that goal
of
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fancy of his art — and happy had it been for ]aterl- |

times, had his plan, fimple and eafy as it was, been
religioufly obferved. But, alas! Man, as if uncon-
fcious of his own weaknefs, vain enough to fuppofe
be could difcover the arcana nature — imvettigate firft
caufes — and carry his curious eye into the darkeft
labyrinths, began to prefer ingenuity to obferva-
tion ; and mounted on the wings of falfe fame, dif-
regarded the humble paths of modeft inquiry, and
built on vain and conjeéural hypothefis ;—and what
the refult? Theory arofe after theory; and each
fucceeding one, though it correéted the grrors of
that which had been before adopted, {till, like its
predeceflor, funk into oblivion ;- leaving behind few

remains worthy of pradical purfuit,.—

Nor is it difliult to account for the caufe, why fuch

different confequences awaited thefe different modes.

‘HirrrocraTEs, 1t is faid, by the moft rigid obfer-

vation of every aétion and motion of nature, of things

which
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which did in reality exift, acquired a wonderful know-
ledge of the genuine difpofition of Difeafes; and
by carefully comparing the fame fort of diftempers,
and their various minute motions in different Pa-
tients, and 4/ the circumftances and accidents,
which ufually preceded, and attended them; he
could readily foretel an approaching malady, and
after its invafion give a right judgement of its pro-

grefs and event.

As Nature terminated difeafes, when left to her-
felf, he obferved her mode, f/ tracing the manner
in which the fymptoms, in thofe that were acute,
fucceeded one another ; hence arofe his art of pre-
faging, and thus he formed his method of curing
them, by imitating Nature when fhe proved herfelf
defe@ive.—From thefe obfervations, he difcovered
the ufe of Bleeding —Scarifications—IjJues—=Setons,
where, in fimilar complaints, Nature fupplied Hz-
MﬂRRH:AGEs, and Asscesses—.Artificial Diarrbeas,
—-Sudorifics--Emetics-- Diaphoretics--Diuretics, &c. be-

C caufe








































































[+83]]

the firft obfervers of thefe difeafes ?—~=Virus, which
might be examined, if any could, from the copi-
oufnefs of the matter produced: but we, like them,

form our judgement only from the effe@s.

It will' be more to our purpofe to examine how

much greater benefit will be derived to mankind,
by paying attention to that, upon which, to be of
any fervice, our applications muft a&; for certainly
the buman machine itfelf is the grand obje& of the
Phyfician’s confideration ; and the moving powers of
that inftrument, with what I fhall, for the prefent,
call their dﬁﬁﬁﬂdfﬁﬂ!&ﬁ; the things which require his
attention, and which being too much negleéted in
our defcriptions of cafes, has retarded, and ftill re-

tards the progrefs of the healing art.

By tHE Movine Powkrs, I mean zhe mufcular
Fibres and vafcular Syflem poffelléd of  Irritability—
e nervous Syflem of Incitability — and the fangui-

F nary
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nary mafs of | Fluids, of the Vis animans & fervans
Naturam.

By the AprrENDICULE, the Lungs, Stomach, Inte/~
tines, Uterus, Kidneys, &c. parts which, affeéed, have
fome influence on the moving powers, with refpe&
to their a&ion. The Brasn, and Heart 1 include in

the nervous and vafcular {yftem.

By the incitability, as applied to the nerves, I

would be underftood that power which is capable

of being put into a&ion by immateriality, fuch as

mental affeGion—{ympathy ; though it may be put.

into motion by material {ftimulus; to which Irrita-
bility, st/elf abfiractedly confidered, is only obedient;

though that may be alfo rouzed by the conneéion '

of parts, wherein it refides, with the nervous fyf-

tem, and by means of the nerves thus put into ac-

tion, and fupported.

But,
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But, in order to form a proper idea of what I
mean for your confideration, I muft beg leave to
take a furvey of the machine, according to my di-
vifion, in the enjoyment of perfe& health.

Now in this cafe, the principles of which it is
formed, muft be in a ftate exa&tly, or pretty nearly
proportioned to each other; fo that one may affift
in promoting and fupporting the vigor of the other,
and producing thofe effe&ts with eafe, and conftancy
for which they were ordained.

The moving folids of the human machine muit
have fuch firmnefs, pliability, and elafticity, as to
enable them to anfwer to the impulfe of the given

Trritability.

The Irritability of fuch a nature as to be kept

in a&ion by the nervous incitability.

F2 The
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The nerves to be fo formed, as perpetually to

fupply their power, when and where wanted, with
regularity.

The blood and fluids in fuch quantity, and of
fuch confiftency, as to receive the vis animans, re-
tain and transfufe it through the whole fyftem in
an invariable current—and fo bland, that they may
produce no defeé& in the fecretory or excretory or=

gans, fo as to impede them in their duty.

And the Appendicule, fo complete in their pow-
ers, that they may perform their a&ions to which

they are allotted, with conftancy and freedom.

‘While matters are thus condué&ed, the machine
remains in perfe& health ; but iF a defe& arifes in
one or more of thefe particulars, difeafes fucceed in
proportion to the magnitude of the defet—and of
different natures, agreeable to the parts affe&ed,
and their conneétions, and the changes brought on

in
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in them, which may be either partial or general, or
idiopathic or fymptomatic ; and the caufe of fuch
defe& will arife from the imperfe&ions, in fome of
the fources, from whence the a&ive powers deduce
their origin, immediately or fecondarily. And as

we conclude, that the fources of all a&ivity, are

‘either the brain, medulla fpinalis, heart, or blood—

{o in fome of thefe we fhall find fomething contrary
to a {tate of nature, in its moft perfe& form; or a
derangement in fome of the appendiculz, by which

thefe fources are difordered.

But that I may be more perfeétly underftood, I
fhall trefpafs only a very little on your patience, to
fupply two or three fhort, though common, cafes,

by way of elucidation.

Suppofe @ man of flrong famina—great vafcular

irritability—/frong equable nervous incitability, abound-

ing with blood, copious and tenacious, has perfpiration

obftruéted by what is called carcHiNG coLp. We

dare
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are all acquainted with the general refult. The mat-

ter which ought to pafs off by the perfpirable pores,

is retained in the habit ; the vafcular fyﬁem expe-

riences a plenitude—a quick circulation is produced—
Irritabili:cy increafed—and febrile fymptoms fucceed:
here the immediate fource lies in the heart, and
vafcular fyftem, excited by a ftimulus from the oc-
cafional caufe, confiri@tion of the cuticular pores;
and that by the more remote, the application of
cold ;—and if there thould be in fuch a conftitution,
any defe& in the brain, lungs, &c. or any other in-
ternal organ, or part, a topical affetion will be the
confequence of the inflammatory kind, which will
increafe and fupport the fever; or fhould any of
the organs be affe&ed in the firft inftance, that af-
fe&ion will occafion the fame effe& ; and this arifes

alfo from the fource above fpecified.

But thould the remote caufe operate on one, of @

weak—relaxed babit—polfefed of quick nervous incita-
bility, but a fmall portion of vafcular irritability, and
a thin
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a thin flate of fluids, with a paucity of blood 5 the

confequences will not be fo violent—The febrile af-
fe&ions will be of the flow kind, attended with
more nervous {fymptoms, the pulfe will be quick,
but languid ; the heat in a {mall degree increafed,
but not fo permanent, accompanied by fpafms of
various parts ; depreflion or finking of the fpirits,
and {eldom any topical inflammation—here then the
nervous {yftem will be more affe@ed, difcovered by
the languor of the moving powers, load, and hea-
vinefs of the head, coldnefs of the extremities, and
fuch other fymptoms, as indicate THE SOURCE oF

MOTION, ?he nervous Syftem, the part opprefled.

But fuppofe, lattly, & Man of good flamina, with
a weak vafcular Irritability, tho’ fleady, nervous Inci-
tability, and Blood of a tolerable denfity, and in mode-
rate quantity, under the prefent circumftances—what

will from thence occur ?

The
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The circulation of the Blood will not be fo
greatly accelerated, as in the firft inftance—the ex-
tremities will be’ cold—the perfpiration obftru&ed,
though not in fo great a degree—uneafy fenfations
of coldnefs, and heavinefs of the head—difturbed
and reftlefs nights—oppreflions on the precordia—
chillnefs, and flufthings of heat not continued, or
regular—deje&ion of {pirits—and affe&ions, fome-

what approaching to delirium.

Thus we find, from the fame immediate caufe,
different effe&s will be produced ; and they may be
varied, as the different combinations in the confti-
tution happen—and we muft to this add, as the
blood and fluids are in fuch a particular ftate to re-
ceive the vis animans more or lefs copioully, or to
transfufe it more or lefs freely, the effeés may be
increafed or diminifhed in a proportionate degree—
or as it may be, more or lefs acrimonious, for acri-
mony always adds a ftimulus, particularly to the
vafcular fyftem. Though fome may exert at the

{ame


























































