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THE experience of more than a century has
fully evinced the great utility of literary focieties, in
promoting the improvement of {cience ; the eftab-
lithment of them has therefore been adopted with
fuccefs, wherever fuch improvement has been con-
fidered as an important obje&. The progrefs of
numbers when conneéted in fociety, and earneftly
engaged in the fame purfuit, muft be far more rapid
and more {ure, than among an equal number of de-
tached individuals; as the ardor and emulation
which the ftate of fociety excites, and the mutual
communication and corre&ion of ideas for which it
gives opportunity among the former, are entirely
wanting with the latter.

1T is therefore to be hoped that the Majfachufetis
Medical Society may produce happy effeéts, in pro-
moting among ourfelves, the improvement of med-
icine, a fcience of the greatefl importance to the

public, but which unhappily, in this country, has
hitherto been too little cultivated.

HAVING this improvement in view, the Society
early called upon its members and others, to com-
municate fuch medical oblervations of every kind,
as might occur in the courfe of their ftudies or prac-
tice ; and flill requefls not only members, but gen-
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ry has been inflituted, confifting of ufeful and im-
portant books in the various branches of the pro-
feflion ; they are now ready to be loaned to the
 members of the Society, under certain regulations :
This eftablifhment, it is not doubted, will greatly
ferve to diffufe medical knowledge through the
Commonwealth,

racts and praétical obfervations, made with ac-
curacy and fidelity, are the ground work upon whici
all theory and praétice can fafely and fecurely be
founded : Therefore, all accounts of the appear-
ances of new or unufual difeales, or new and un-
- ulual appearances and variations attending fuch as
are already known ; of difeafes pecuiiar to particu-
lar fituations ; of epidemics, as they appear from
year to year ; of new methods of treatment, wheth-
er {fuccefsful or unfuccefsful ; of new medicines, e{-
pecially of any fimples; whether vegetable, animal
or mineral, of our own growth ; all improvements
or difcoveries in ‘pharmacy, medical chymiftry, or
botany ; morbid appearances, found in difletting
dead bodies, efpecially when accompanied, as they
always ought to be, with as exa& a defcription of
the fymptoms and appearances of the previous dif-
cafe as can be obtained : In fhort, all new and juit
oblervations, connetted with medicine or furgery,
candidly, clearly and plainly related, will be gratg-

fullfr received.






R K A G E vii

as it is propofed to continue the publication at
no very diftant periods, feveral papers now on hand
may {oon be expetted in a future number,

THE Society’s principal aim, in this publication,
is to make it as ufeful as poflible.

mANY praltitioners, may, from their local fitua-
tion or other caufes, be precluded the advantages of
an early accefs to European publications, in the
feveral branches of their profeffion: It has there-
fore been thought expedient to fubjoin, as an Ap-
~pendix, a number of extratts from {uch books as
have made their appearance here ; which, as they
may anfwer the purpofe of communicating a variety
of uleful improvements and interefting obfervations
in the healing art, it is hoped will not be wholly
unacceptable to thofe who may have already pe-
uled them,

COMMONWEALTH
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pmpower their prefident or fome other officer to adminifier fuch
paths to fuch officers, as they, the fellows of faid fociety, fhall appoint
and determine for the well ordering and good government of faid fo-
ciety, provided the fame be not repugnant to the laws of this com-
monwealth.

And be it enalled by the authority aforefaid, That the fellows of faid
fociety fhall have one common feal, and power to break, change and
renew the fame at their pleafure.

 And be it enalled by the authority aforefaid, That they, the fellows of
faid fociety, may fue and be fued in all ations, real, perfonal or mix-
ed, and profecute and defend the fame unto final judgment and exe-
cution, by the name of The Maflachufetts Medical Society.

Jﬂn‘.’ be it m.:rﬁﬂi &y the authority aforefaid, That the fellows of faid
foﬂmty may frum time to time elect fuch perfons to be fellows there-
of, as they fhall judge proper ; and that they, the fellows of faid fo-
ciety, fhall have power to fufpend, expel or disfranchife any fellows
oEGud facietyy -5 Wil '

And be it enalled by the authority aforgfaid, That the fellows of faid
fociety fhall have full power and authority to make and enatt fuch
rules and bye laws for the better government of {zid fociety, as are
not repugnant to the laws of this commonwealth ; and to annex rea-
fpnalil!e: ﬁnlrlzs and penalties to the breach of them, not exceeding the
fum of twenty pounds, to be fued for and recovered by faid fociety,
and to their own ufe, in any court of record within this common-
wealth proper to try the fame ; and alfo to eftablith the time and
manner of convening t'he fellows of faid feciety ; and alfo to deter-
mine the number of fellows that fhall be prelent to conftitute a meet-
ing of faid fociety ; and alfo, that the number of faid fociety, who are
inhabitants of this commonwealth, fhall not at any one time be more
than feventy, nor lefs than ten ; and that their meetings fhall be held
in the town of Befton, or fuch other place within this commonwealth,
asa majnrit;.r of the members prefent in a legal meeting, fhall judge
moft fit and convenient.

And avhereas it is clearly of importance, that a jult difcrimination fhowld
be made betveen fuch as are duly educated and properly qualfied for the
dutics
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An Account of the WeaTHER and of the EP1pEM-
ics, at Savewm, i the Counly of Effex, for the
Year 1786. To which is added,a BiLr of Mor=
TALITY, for the fame Year. Communicated by
EDWARD AUGUSTUS HOLYOKE, M. D.
A. A. S. and Fellow of the Maffachufetts Medical
Society.

SALEM, juNe, 1787,

To the MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
CIETY.:

GENTLEMEN,

VERY foon after its inflitution, the Maffa-
chufetts Medical Society called upon its members, to
communicate their obfetrvations on the difleafes, el-
pecially the epidemics, which fell under their no-
tice.

B 1IN
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tiety ; which, though doubtlefs it would be at-
tended with fome labor, yet this labor would be
amply rewarded by the benefit which would accrue
to themfelves, their patients, and the art they profefs.
The obfervations of many, made at the {ame time,
and in different parts of the country, and continued
for a courfe of years, muft, when colleéted and com-
pared together, throw a great deal of light upon
many points, which are now involved in much ob-
feurity, and would doubtlefs be the readieft and moft
effeGtual method of furnifhing materials for a hif-
tory of thofe difeales which are either epidemical or
endemical in ouf country. Indeed the jointefforts
of many engaged in the fame defign, may accom-
plifh, in a few years, what would be impraticable to
a few individuals, though employed for ages.

1 HAVE only now to add, thatin enumerating the
difeafes which occurred in each month, I have re-
cited them in the order of their frequency ; and that
all fuch are left out of this account, as happened
lels than three times in the month, unlefs here and
there a fingle inftance of a difeafe 1s noted, on ac«
count of its fingularity. So that this is not to be
looked upon as an enumeration of all the difeales
which appeared among us in the courfe of the year,
(perhaps not above the half or two thirds of them)
but only an account of thofe which did moft com-

monly occur,

B2 M,DCC,LXXXVI.
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TaE moft common diforders this month, which
was a healthy one, were bad coughs, fevers, chiefly
ephemeras, and thofe of a mild moderate kind ; ab-
{ceffes, fcrophulz fugaces, odontalgiz, dylpephz,
rheumatifims, dolores fecundarize ; befides a few
inftances of cynanchz malignz, colic, fupprefled
menfes, hylteria, diarrhza, and cutancous erup-
tions.

FEBRUARY.

SN O W ftorms on the sth, 6th, and 14th, at N,
E. and on the 20oth at S. E. in which very large
quantities of fnow fell, and another on the 24th at
N. E. Two appearances of aurora borealis. Winds
about two thirds of the month between N. W, and
S. W. none remarkably high. About feven or
eight days clear, fair, dry, dephlogifticated air; a
good proportion of agreeable weather ; no rain, ex-
cept a little on the gth. No very cold weather
through the month. The greateft variation of the
thermometer was on the ixth, viz, 15° warmer a-

broad in nine hours,

: Abroad. In houfe.
‘Thermom, higheft on 10th, 47° 45°

Iﬂweﬁ on lﬁ, 22? lﬂth EF?}ﬂt noon,

MEAN heat of the month, (at three obfervations)
28 6, abroad,

N o remarkable variations in the barometer ; the
greateft on the 20th, from 2gin. gsdec. to 2gin,
47dec,

EAROMETER
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_ Abroad. In houfe,
Thermom. highelt on 26th, 787  64°

loweft on 11th, 31° 33?}31: HHaL

meAN heat of the month (at three obfervations)
39- 7, abroad.

tuE changes in the barometer were not remarka-
ble ; the greateft on 16th, from 2gin. godec. to 2gin.
45dec. from morning to night.

BaroMETER higheft on 14th, 30in. 15dec,—low-
eft on 3d, 2gin. ojdec, ,

DYSPEPSI E, coughs, odontalgiz, and worms very
frequent ; next in frequency were febrile diforders,
- chiefly pleuritic, pleurodynz, colics, and rheumatic
complaints ; then fcrophula, mild cynanchae malig-
nz, cephalalgiz, diarrhze, convulfions and gal-
trodynz ; feveral hamoptofes, hyfterie and cuta-
neous eruptions. About the middle of this month,
the chin cough made its appearance ; one inftance
of nyétalopia, in a lad of 16, The month rather
fickly, '

AR T L.

ON the 1ft and 2d a moft violent ftorm at N. E.
in which twelve or fourteen inches of fnow fell ; an-
other of rain on the 18th and 1gth, from the fame
quarter ; befide which, rain on {ix other days. Au-
rora borealis on five evenings; fog on two days;
very few tolerably pleafant days: From the 17th

to
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| ¢ MY,

ON the 6th and 7th a ftorm at N. E. with much
rain, and thowers on four days befide ; two days
fogay ; two aurorz boreales; very few pleafant days,
but much raw, cold, cloudy, difagreeable eafterly
weathér_; almoft conftantly eafterly winds ; [pring
rather backward ; greateft variation of heat on 26th,
17° colder from noon to night.

Abrnad In houfe.

Thermom. highefl on 27th, 717 31it 63
loweft  6th, 48° 52.}3‘* noon.

mMeAN heat of the month abroad (by three ob-
fervations) 57° 2.

sMALL variations in the barometer ; the greateft
in 24 hours, from 6th to 7th, oin. godec.

BARoMETER higheft on 30th, 29in, ggdec.—low-
eﬁ 7th, 29in, godec;,

tuE chin cough, which firft appeared in March
- was now highly epidemical ; feveral of the younger
patients were feized with convulfions, and a few
carried off by them ; the method which I found '
moft fucceflsful, after trying feveral, was to exhibit
firlt an emetic of turp. mineral. (when the patient
was able to bear the operation) joined with a few
grs. of pulv. ipecac. and foon after fmall dofes of
kermes min. with a {mall addition of flor. benzoin,
every fix or eight hours ; and in the intervals one,,
two or three tea fpoonfuls of a moderately firong
folution






MEDICAL COMMUNICATIONS. =27

THE ¥ in barometer very flationary ; greateft
change in 24h. oin. 28dec.

B AROMETER higheft on 16th, 29in. godec,—low-
eft on 12th, 29in. 33dec.

cuin cough flill continues to be the prevailing
diforder ; dylpepfia was more frequent than I ever
recollect it to have been. After the exhibition of
fuch evacuants as were thought proper, I found the
columbo root given in fubflance, to be extremely
beneficial in numerous inftances. Various {pecies
of pyrexiz, among which were a few {ynochi, fome
flow fevers, feveral pleurifies and rheumatic fevers s
Diarrhzas, vomitings and purgings, and colicy
complaints, common : Hectical cales and bad
coughs, numerous: Then abfcefles, menorrhagize,
opthalmiz, and hemoptoles ; next [crophulz vul-
gares and amenorrhee®. One inftance of hydro-
phobia in a boy of three years old, who had been
bit in the right cheek about five months before, by
a dog, who in a few days after died with all the
marks of rabies ; this child died in great diftrefs a-
bout twenty fix or twenty ecight hours after its aver~
fion to water was difcovered.

B UL LYY
RAIN on 18th and 27th, Several thowers be-
fide, attended with a little thunder and lightning on
four other days ; fogs on two days ; aurora borealis
pn feven evenings ; mofl prevalent winds from the
weft,
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and appeared to be almoft recovered, had the cnugh :
return upon them again with great violence ; but
thefe relapfes feldom proved very lengthy, com-
monly continuing bad, but about a week or ten
days. Diforders of the alimentary tube, viz. diarr-
hea, dylpepfia, and gafirodynz were very rife;
fome dyfenteriz, cholere dyfentericz, naufez, and
vomitings ; pleurodynz, bad coughs and hettical
complaints. Abfcefles, ulcufculz oris in children,
vertigos, fcrophule and odontalgiz. Rather fickly.
P SRR LD TS T,

- RAIN on five days, and a few {light thowers be-
fide; two days foggy ; four appearances of aurora bo-
realis ; many eafterly winds, though more frequently
from the weltern quarter, and none high, nor any
fiorm through the month ; much damp weather, and
fcarcely one third of the month pleafant, although
we had but four or five dog days; no very hot
weather, and on the whole a very cool Augufl ; a
little thunder and lightning on 23d. The greateft
change in the thermometer on the 6th, 17°in 10h.
from warm to cool, in the open air.

Ahroad. In houfe.

- Thermom. higheft on 6th, 837  84°
loweft  31ft, 62° ﬁcﬁ}at At

MEAN heat of the month (by 2 mean of three ob-
fervations) 69°, '

THE
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SEPTEMBER.

NO ftorms this month ; on 12th a good deal of
* Yain, and on 18th and 1gth a little ; a fmall thunder
fhower on 5th ; fog on 19th ; two auror® boreales ;
winds moft commonly from the weftern board,
though frequently interrupted by eafterly breezes,
but no brifk gales ; much dry agreeable weather ;
but two or three dog days, and a very few hot, and
not a third of the time damp ; the greatelt change
from cool to warm on the goth, 18° in 7 hours.

! , Abrozad. 1n houfe.
Ther. higheft on 2d & goth, 807 goth, 74°
o o fat noon.
lowelt 2 4th, 59° 59.}

meAN heat of the month, (at three oblervations)
61° 5.

tue variations of the barometer, for fix months
paft, but fmall ; the greateft in any 24 hours this
month, oin. 48dec.

s AROMETER higheft on 8th, 30in. o6dec.—low-
eft on 11th, 2gin. 18dec.

rEVERS, for the molt part, of a mild low kind,
very numerous ; none of which however, ended fa-
tally ; a few pleurifies ; cholere dyfenterice rife ;
diarrhzas, ablcelles, and dyfenteri@ frequent ; per-
tuffis ftill continues, and very frequent relapfes into
it ; when this difeale proved mortal, the child was
commonly carried off with convulfions: Of all the

patients
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PYREXI1ZE were numerous, fome of which were
very muld, and ran a courle of one or two weeks
only ; fome were fynochi, many others began with
a pleuritic type, but degenerated into a long, tedious
{flow fever, of three, four or five weeks continuance :
the event, however, was very favourable : Dyfen-
teries were common and happy in their termina-

tion ; cholera dyfenterica ftill frequent, and much
more fatal this month than the laft ; worms in
children, vomitings, dyfpepfiz, diarrhzz, abfcefles,
and gaftrodynz were next in frequency ; then
odontalgiz, head achs, cutaneous eruptions, ulcuf-
cula oris, and fore throats ; a very few cynancha
malignz, and tonfillares ; one patient with nyéta-
lopia ; pertaflis difappeared, after a continuance of
feven or eight months.

NOVEMBER.

NO ftorms or high winds, which is remarkable,
as there are generally more in this month than in
any other ; rain on five days, but the {prings were
remarkably low, and there was great complaint for
want of water in wells and ponds. Some fnow on
four days; four aurorz boreales : Winds from
SW.W. and N W. above two thirds-of the month :
Weather very variable, though more than a third
was fair and dry ; no hot weather, but fome un-
commonly cold, and the winter fet in early : The
greateft variation in the thermometer was on the
28th, from 34°to 6° in 7 hours, abroad.

G Thermom.
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8th and 13th, and a little rain on four other days ;
one foggy day ; two aurorz boreales ; winds from the
weltward much the greateft part of the month, and
not very high ; about ten days of clear dry weath-
er, though but about five or fix pleafant days;
much fevere cold, and two or three ftormy turns ;
prodigious quantities of fnow on the ground, which
made travelling difficult, the roads being almoft im-
paflable ; the greateft variation of thermometer
from 12th to 13th, 31° warmer in 24 hours.

Eoa Abroad. In houfe.

Thermom. highelt on gift, 45° 43° i
loweft  12th, 178 200 2 1oOms

MmEAN heat of the month, (by a mean of three ob=

vations) 267 7,

BAROMETER more vanable than for feveral
months paft ; greateft change in one day, ¢’ 61.

BAROMETER higheft on 10th, 30in. 34dec.—low=
eft on 24th, 29in. g6dec.

T11s month remarkably healthy ; few, or no febrile
diforders ; the moft common complaints were ab-
fceffes, coughs and cutaneous eruptions ; then vom-
itings and purgings, and {crophule amongit child-
ten ; a few opthalmiz, pleurodyne, cephalalgiz,
and ulcufculz oris: Alfo, feveral lienteries brought
from the Weft Indies.

2 THE
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ty years paft, particularly from 1702 to 1717, (a pe-
riod of fifteen years) there died of the rickets 3916;
- and that from 1762 to 1777, (another period of the
fame length) there died only 104. All thefe ob-
fervations feem to indicate an utter extinttion of
this {courge of infants.

ANOTHER 18 the colica pillonum, or dry belly
ach, as it was commonly called. This painful and
diftrefling complaint, till about twenty four or twen-
ty fix years ago, was {0 frequent, that it was no un-
common thing to have fix or eight, or more patients,
ill of it in the courle of a winter; (the {eafon in
which it moftly prevailed, though it was not confin-
ed to cold weather:) But now for thefe twelve or fif«
teen years back, I imagine there has not been five
perfons ill of it in this town, if we.except a very few
who dealt in lead, and who it was evident, derived
their difeafe from that fource, fuch as painters, &ec.
This {pecies of colic was formerly attributed to hard
drinking ; and it 1s certain that perfons addited to
{pirituous liquors were generally the fubjeéts of it ;
but its prefent f{carcity cannot be owing to an in-
creafe of temperance ; for it is a melancholy truth I
fear, that intemperance is as prevalent at this peri-
od, as it has been thele forty years. Query—Can
this difference be accounted for, from the very gen-
eral difufe of pewter ? Pewter is a fatitious com-
pound metal, containing a large proportion of lead,
and lead 1s univerfally allowed to be one very com-

mon






MEDICAL COMMUNICATIONS. 39

scurvy isa difeale we very feldom meet with :
Hailors fometimes return from f{ea with it, and for
the moft part recover very foon: ; but I have never
met with more than a very few inftances of it gen-
erated here at home, in the courfe of my praétice.

PUERPERAL FEVER very feldom occurs here ; it
has not fhown itfelf perhaps more than twice or
three times thefe ten years paft.

1 siaLL conclude with obferving, whatI fup-
pole mult have been obferved by all the elder prac-
titioners among us, that acute difeafes are much lefs
frequent as well as lefs fatal than formerly ; and that
chronic difeales, particularly Phihifis pulmonalis,
have taken their place ; and that although our {pe-
cies defcend to the grave by paths, a little different
from the old ones, yet they arrive at it no fafter thah
formerly, as our bills of mortality, in proportion to
our numbers, are by no means increafed.

BILL of MORTALITY, for the Town of
8aLewy, for the year 1786,

BEATHS,

January, 7 | Auguft, 12
February, 12 | September, 12
March, . 13 | October, 10
April, 13} November, 6
May, 17 | December, 13
June, 13

July, 12 139

DISEASES,
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An Account of the ULcEraTED SorE THROAT, a5
it appeared in the Town of Dicuton,*in the
Years 1785 and 1786. Communicated by Hon.
WILLIAM BAYLIES, 4. 4. S. and Fellow of
the Maffachufetts Medical Society.

DIGHTON, Juxg, 1487.

To the MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
CIETY.

GENTLEMEN,

T H E ulcerated fore throat came amongft
us in the month of Auguft, 1785, and continued
through the enfuing winter till the autumn of 1786.
It did not fpread with rapidity, but commonly feiz-
ed three or four families in a neighbourhood, and
then leaped over into a very different one, return-
ing back again perhaps in the {pace of two or three
months. It ufually invaded children, but adults
did not wholly efcape. Women were more fubjeét
to itthan men. The{feizure was, for the moft part,
very fudden : The patient, from a complete ftate
of health, would be reduced in a few minutes to an
inability of fitting up. A pain in the head, back,
and joints, faintnels, naufea, vomiting, forenefs of
throat, and rigors, would often make their affault at
the fame inftant. The pulfe foon becomes acceler-
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tion turns pale, the cuticle falls off in {cales, and,
pot feldam, that of the hands and feet cohering :
The pulfe regains its eafe and f{lownels, though
flightly embarrafled towards night for a day or two :
‘The fwellings of the glands gradually fubfide, but
may not entirely difappear in a fortnight : Refpira-
tion is performed without labour: The tongue is
clean and moift ; expectoration of a thick matter
enfues ; the ulcers in the throat caft off their floughs,
and appear almoft healed ; the appetite returns, and
the patient, by the feventh or eighth day from the
firft attack, recovers his ufual health. Sometimes
a loofenefs, inftead of the {weat, forms the crifis, and
a few inftances occurred, where they jointly con
tributed to the folution of the fever,

As to the cure, I always found an emetic given as
foon as poflible, to be of great fervice. The difeafe
ran its courfe with more eale, regularity, and fewer
alarming {ymptoms than when omitted. In one
inftance of a youth of fourteen, a vomit of tart,
emet, putan entireend to thefever, the eruption, not-
withftanding, fucceeding at the ufual time. Ipecac
was the emetic generally exhibited, affifted by a free
ule of warm water, |

an emollient clyfler, fharpened at times with fea
falt, was daily adminiftered. A cathartic was fel-
dom given, unlefs an urgent diarrha made a dofe
ar two of rhubarb neceflary,
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wHEN this difeafe was amonglt us, about four«
teen years ago, mercurials and antimonials were
given with a fuccefs truly aftonifhing : But at this
time, the quick, weak and hurried pulfe, the rapid
progrefs of the complaint, and the great irritability
of the nervous {yftem, deterred me from the ufe of
them, efpecially mercurials. And finding the above
method anfwer extremely well, I confined myfelf
to 1t

oxn the third or fourth day of the difeafe, fhould
the pulfc grow weaker and fofter, the face and neck
put on a very bloated appearance, refpiration grow
more laborious, with a peculiar kind of catching the
breath or double breathing; and an anxiety of five
or fix minutes continuance, come on three or four
times in an hour, fuch as induces the patient to bite
his hands and arms, death may be expeéted on the
fifth day. This alteration in the diforder is fud-
den, and not to be forefeen, and, when taken place,
I was never {o fortunate as to find a medicine that
would prevent, or even retard the fatal cataftrophe.
The fkin, after death, would immediately turn very
black, and fometimes, previous thereto, would be
{potted in many places with green.

1r on the fifth day the crifis is not complete, and
the feverand quicknefs of pulfe, though moderated,
flill keep on to'a certain degree, we may then ex-
pe€t a fuppuration of the tumid glands under the
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fcurvy grafs, and the branches of fever wood,
would often rout this enemy in twenty four hours.
It operated by fweat.

many of the fick were alfo fubjet, in a day or
two after the crifis, to an univerfal tumefation :
From head to foot the cellular membrane would be
puffed up like a bladder. At this time they made
but little water. Thofe who had been flightly af-
fe&ted with the ulcerous fore throat, were as hable
to this complaint, as thofe who had been ever fo
roughly treated by it. Neither could I perceive
that any irregularity in their condutt could be af«
figned as the caufe. Though its appearance was
alarming, it never proved fatal. A powdet of crude
fal ammomniac and {quills exterminated it in four«
teen days.

tu1s difeafe, within the compals of my obferva
tion, never attacked the fame perfon twice. Al-
though it was evidently contagious, yet many were
feized who had not been in the way of infetion. I
could not determine, though particularly attentive
to that matter, the length of time the infetion re«
quired to manifelt its effeél.

amonG the many medicines in high eftimation
with the common people, and ufed by them with-
out the advice of the phyfician, I know of none
worth the leaft confideration, excepting the marfh
_ fofemary, or, as it is commonly called, marfh root.
This
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always announced a fit at hand, though he was
fometimes feized without a moment of warning :
His ftrength and fpirits returned ; his faculties be-
came brighter ; and, unlefs after great fatigue, or
long fafting, (as he works hard, and is not of the
firmeft habit) he has never fuffered a fingle return.
For five or fix years he has been perfettly free, ex-
cepting that he is liable to giddinels and trembling ;
but by returning to his medicine, finds infallible re-
lief. I faw him only afew days fince ; he complained
then of “ the fits working in him,” to ufe his own
phrafe ; faid he muft take his medicine foon, and
feemed to depend on its efficacy with the fecureft
and moft implicit confidence.

| CASE IL—1y73.
W. R. aged eighteen years, of that habit which

has been denominated phlegmatic ; pale, and of lax
fibres, after labor in the field in a hot day, and
drinking immoderately of fmall beer, was fuddenl 4
ftruck down with a fit, which, from the defcription,
I believed to be of the epileptic kind. 1 {faw him
- afterwards in feveral paroxy{ms, and they were tru-
ly fuch. I bled this patient, and vomited him re-
peatedly ; gave him quinquina, eleuthertum, ftom-
achics of every kind, fleel in various forms, direéi-
ed the cold bath, and inoculated him with the fmall
pox, which produced a long paufe ; I therefore cut
two iflues foon after, and to clofe the whole, he took
Da the












MEDICAL COMMUNICATIONS. 55

day for a great length of time, and a ftrong infufion
of the leaves and tops to be drank at bed time,
The patient in the fourth cale chewed it, inftead of
‘tobacco, conftantly,

on reading this plain narrative of five epileptic
patients, three of whom feem to have derived eflen-
tial relief from the medicine here recommended,
while two others received not the fmalleft advan-
tage, it is obvious to remark, that in different {ub-
jeéts the difeafe may be {pecifically different. But
although it has been in my way to have feen the
trial of the cow parfnip oftener than any phyfician
of my acquaintance ; and as matter of novelty, and
curiofity, I have minutely attended to its effets in
all thefe cafes, yet I cannot point out any of thofe
pathological diftin&tions which are to determine
when it may be moft expedient to advife it ; unlefls
we may be guided in the prefcription, by this cir-
cumftance, which I well remember, that in the three
fortunate cafes the patients were remarkably hable
to flatulence, with {ymptoms of morbid fenfibility
of the ftomach ;: and date their firfl relief from the
fenfation of a more firm and healthful tone of that
- organ, and the camianative cffells of the medicine,
If what is here related fhall induce any gentleman
to make trial of it, I fhall be happy to be confirmed
in the opinion that it is a medicine of great efficacy,
and will perhaps not unfrequently be found to pro-

duce very agrecable effetts.
ARTICLE
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into contact ; I found it might eafily be done. I
now thought this a good cafe, in which to try what
might be effeted, in attempting to cover {o large a
cavity with the fkin, and effect a reunion by the firlt
intention, without the interpofition of any forcign
body whatever. I accordingly retained the oppo-
fite fides of the fkin, and cellular membrane, by
feveral ftiches at about an inch diftance from each
other, the edges fortunately fitted very exaétly ; I
left the moft depending corner open as a drain ; the
wound was then covered with dry lint, over thata
comprefs, and the whole fecured by the common
{piral bandage. b 6 o

tuE next day I found my patient walking in the
yard, without the leaft pain. I immediately order-
ed her to bed, and enjoined perfect reft, fearing the
flitches might be broke out by motion. As the
dreflings remained as I left them the day before, 1
made no attempt to remove them. On the day
following, I found the dreflings moifiened with a
difcharge ; I now removed them, and found the
edges of thé¢ wound in perfect contact; not the leaft
- fwelling or inflammation ; no fever, nor any one
unpleafant {ymptom. I applied a {mall pledgit of
wax and oil, and left her in bed, but was told at
my vifit the next day, that fhe was too well
to be confined. I drefled her as before: Judge
what muft have been the fatisfaétion I felt, upon
handling the part, to find that the cavity {eemed in

4
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tHAT granulation proceeds moft rapidly whcraﬂ
there is leafl irritation, is a fa& generally admitted.

tuar the quantity of pus depends upon that
particular configuration of vellels, which inflamma-
tion _pruduces,- all allow.

AND, that the inflammation will depend upon
the degree of irratibility of the parts, and the de-
gree of ftimulus applied to them; is extremely ob-
vious:

Tt cotichifionis I would draw from the above
partitulars, are, that in every inftance where the
fkin can any way be brought to cover parts lately
expoled, the confequences will be, the faving the
patient much pain and inflammation ; and if the
part is extremely irritable, perhaps frequent fpafms,
~ and confiderable fever. The granulation by which
the lofs of fubftance will be reftored, will be much
more rapid, and all or mofl of the difagreeable con
fequences of large difcharges, floughing of the
neighbouring parts, &c. will by this method of
drefling be in a great meafure prevented. To fup~
port thefle conclufions, I think the cafe I have re-
lated might with propriety be quoted; but every
gentleman who has been in the habit of {eeing much
bufinefs, muft be convinced of the {fuperior advan-
tages of the method I followed in this cafle to thole
commenly uled in fimilar inftances.

B 17
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June: He then went to his parentsat Lexington,and
continued there about fourteen days, in which time
he grew much worfe. June 27th, late in the even~
ing, I was defired to vifit him, and was informed that
two days before, when his brother was helping him
from his horfe, fomething had broken within him,
but had no difcharge by the mouth ; I was much fur-
prifed to find his thorax fo largely diftended, and
attended with vaft difficulty of refpiration, which
threatened fuffocation ; upon preffure from fide to
fide, or from the back to the breaft, there was an ev-
ident fluuation of a great quantity of fluid, and no
expeQoration. I propofed, as the only method of
relief (the operation for the empyema) which I could
~ {uggeft. He was very averfe to it ; but after a little
refle€tion, as he was conlcious that he was in ex-
treme danger, he confented. Being called fo late in
the evening, and not being provided for the opera-
tion, as I was then three miles from home, deferred
it until the next morning. I faw him early, and
nothing having occured to prohibit the evacuation
of the fluid, I made an opening of three quarters of
an inch, at the ufual place on the left fide, as his
complaints had been moft fevere there, (no one part
ipeing more prominent than the Dthﬂ;} and difcharged
about five pints of thick pus. As he began to faint,
I ftopped the orifice, and fecured the dreffings with
proper bandage. On the {fecond morning the dil-
charge was about the {ame quantity ; on the third
i 2 merning
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VR T I 0 1. % . VIL

Obfervations on the HyprocepuaLus INTERNUS,
Communicated by ISAAC RAND, jun. A. M.
Fellow of the Maffachufetts Medical Society, and

Phyfician at Bofton.
BOSTON, Arrit, 1739.

To the MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
CIETY,

GENTLEMEN,

THE hydrocephalus internus is a difeafe,
fo infidious in its attack, often rapid in its progrefs,
and fatal in its tgrmination, that any hints arifing
from the infpeftion of the parts difeafed, that may
tend to point it out in its accels, and contribute to
a more fuccefsful mode of praétice than the prel-
ent, I doubt not will be candidly received by phy-
ficians, |

1 Hork to throw fome light upon the difeafe, 1n

the following obfervations, upon the appearances of

the internal parts of the head of S. W. who died of
an acute hydrocephalus internus, the 20th of janu-
ary, 1789, whom I firft faw in the fecond ftage of
the difeafe, the 1oth of the month. The 21ft [ in-
ipefted the head in prefence of Dr, Kall.

AFTER
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" rrowm the rather florid appearance of the exter-
nal and internal parts of the bones of the cranium,
the plethoric ftate of the veflels of the meninges of
the brain, is it not probable that the effufion of
water into the ventricles of the brain, was the effe&
of inflammation or plethora of the veffels of the
brain ; than that the preflure of the water in the
ventricles was the caufe of inflammation of the
meninges ? In fupport of this opinion, I would ob-.
ferve® the plexus choroides is a valcular web, con-
filting of a great number of arterial and venal ram-
ifications, partly ‘colle@éd in two loofe fafciculi,
which lie one in each lateral ventricle, and partly
e:x?panded over the neighbouring parts ; and contin-
ued in part inio the third ventricle ; from which
ftrufture any inflammation or plethora of the
veflels' of the brain in young fubjelis, eor adults
of alax 1rritable habit, will' more probably pro-
duce an effufion of water into the ventricles, than
any other parts of the brain : For by the great dil-
tenfion of the fanguiferous arteries, the lymph will
be exhaled in too great quantities for the lymphat-
ics to abforb ; the confequence of which will be a
droply of the ventricles of the brain, May we not
thence infer that the hydrocephalus internusis a
confequence of, and not an idiopathic dileafe ?
‘f‘IWEpff:ri hiftorize apdplc&i?‘nrum {urnifhinftances
of the ventricles being partly filled with lymph, and

the
* Winflow’s Anatomy of the Brain.

+ Hiftoria apoplec. hift. fecunda, tertia et quarta, :

w
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are an increafed ation of the veflels in the fyftem
in general ; an inflammatory diathefis ; fupprefled
excretions ; violent exercife ; unnatural pofitions of
the body and head ; a fpafim upon the fuperficial vef.
fels ; the expofure of the naked head to the fun, and
whatever may direftly ftimulate the membranes of

the brain,

THE diagnoftic is of the utmoft importance, efpec-
ially in the firflt ftage ; as we may infer from the
many hiftories of unfuccefsful cafes, although at-
tended by the moft eminent of the profeffion in Eu-
rope and America; and I fear ever will be, unlefs we
can difcover the difeafe before it arrives at the fec-
ond flage, when the pulfe begins to be flower than
natural, and irregular : Then every effort will prove
abortive, as the effufion of the lymph then begins
to take place in the ventricles of the brain.

cuiLpreN, and fome adults of irritable habits,
are the fubjeéls of it, g

1~ the firlt ftage the pulle is quick, fometimes
hard and feverifh ; the head 1s always hot from the
firft accefs, as are the pracordia.

THE fever is irregular in its acceflions and remil..
fions ; of no certain type, but increafing towards e-
vening. Molt complain of a pain in fome part be-
low the head ; moft commonly about the nape of .,

the neck and thoulders,

THE
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brain, a'ic'cnmpa;n}r this difeafe.* Inthe fecond ftage
the pulfe is flow ; very irregular ; often not exceed-
ing forty in a minute ; the pupils are dilated ; fome-
times there is an extreme vigilance ; oftener a fom-
nolency.

pR. Cullen defines it in his nolelogy, apoplexia
hydrocephalica paulatim adoriens ; infantes et impu-
beres, primum laflitudine, febricula et dolore cap-
itis, dein pulfu tardiore, pupille dilatatione ; et fom-
nolentia afficiens : And fubjoinsin a hme, in opere
nofologico, morbos qui fub fuo decurfu, variam indu-
ant formam, rite collocare,1deoque apoplexiz hydro-
t:[epha]i:a;: locum maxime idoneum aflignare, diffici-
le eft, Hunc morbum autem fub apoplexiz potius
quam hydrocephali titulo ponere vellem : Primo,
quia hydrocephalus, qui hic {ubeft, nequaquam
fenfibus evidens efl ; dein quia hic morbus fymp-
tomatis ab hydrocephalo evidente plurimum differt.
Denique, quia caufa proxima et tandem f ymptoma-
tis, apoplexiz quam maxime affinis efl.

MetrHOD of CURE,

IN the firft flage the moft allive remedies are to
be ufed, fuch as venz{etlion at the arm or jugular
vein.

* Vide, Whytt on hydraceph. intern. Fothergill and Watfon, in
London Medical Obfervations and Inquiries, vol. 4th. Motherby’s
Medical Ditionary, voce, hydroceph. int. Ree'sedition of Cham-
bers’ Cyclopaedia, voce, hydroceph. intern.  Percival, and Daw- y
fon, in Duncan’s Medical Commentaries ; and Symmans, in ditto.
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rEruArs {ome from timidity may be reftrained
from bleeding fuch young fubjeéls, to whom this
difeafe is moft incident. The great Sydenham*
long fince has combated this prejudice, and proved
the great utility of venzfettion in many difeafes of
infants,

in the fecond ftage, nothing has been propofed
that I know of, that is adequate to the cure or re-
lief. There is therefore every flimulus to induce
phyficians to mark with precifion the {ymptoms de«
“noting the difeafe in the firft or inflammatory ftage.

meRcURY has been propofed by the véry inge-
nious Percival and Dawfon, * and much has been
faid in favour of exciting a falivation by mercury,
at leaft of ufing it fo as to reftore the neceflary ab-
forption of the fluids in the ventricles of the brain ;
‘but it is objefted that when mercury has been ufe-
ful, the difeale has been miftaken, and that it was
not the hydrocephalus internus.”t

to this obfervation it may be added, that the dil.
eafe would probably be increafed by mercury, when
~ uled to excite a falivation in the firft’ flage, as it
would

# Sydenham Hiftor. Morbil. epid. Anno. 1674, et Mead de
Morbillis,

+ London Medical Tranfactions, Vol. II. Edinburgh Medical
Comment. Vols. V. VIL. VIII, Motherby’s Medical Dictionary,

voce, hydroceph. int. and Medical Oblervations and Inquiries,
Veol. VI.
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ahd obferved that this child’s complaints were {o
fimilar to thofe of the other daughter, who had died
the year before, that fhe was much alarmed ; and
therefore afked my advice.

1 THOUGHT it was an incipient hydrocephalus in~
ternus. ‘I bled her largely at the arm, gave her cool-
ing faline cathartics ; hauftus falinus ; ufed warm
. pediluvia,and a ftrictly antiphlogiflic courfe of med-
icines and diet, by which fhe was reftored to health.

since I wrote the above, I have feen an inaugu-
ral thefis in the thefaurus medicus novus Edenfis, by
_Dr. Quin, de hydrocephalo interno, publifhed 1786.
When I'read it, I was furprifed that Dr, Quin, fo
long fince as 1779, thould have hinted, and brought
fome diffeéions of fubjeéts who had died of this dif~
eale in proof of the hydrocephalus internus, being a
confequence of inflammation of the meninges of the
brain ; and propofed a method of cure, fo very dif-
ferent from every author I have feen upon the fub-
ject before him: And that no author who had fince
written upon the fubjeét, that I know of, fhould
have mentioned it.*

THE

* The following detached Effays on this difeafe have been pub-
. lithed fince 1779 :——Manning’s improvements in the medern
praétice of phyfic, laft edition.—Lee Perkins, vel. I, of fecond de-
cad Med. Commentaries, 1786.—Motherby’s Medical Ditionary,
fecond edition, 1785.—Doétor Ree’s edition of Chambers” Cyclo-
peedia, 1786.—Hooper and Lettfom in memoirs of the London
Mfﬂii::al Society, vol. I, 1786. None of which take any notice ef
Quih’s thefis,
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procured eafe, and a better night than fhe had had
~ for aweek. As foon asthe ficknels was fupprefled,;
fhe took an ounce of foda phofphorica, and an ounce

of manna, diffolved in two tea cupsof water, at
three dofes.

rue 29th, he was fenfible, the pulle flow, hard,
and irregular, the tongue a little furred in the
middle ; fhe faid her head ached ; prefled the fides
of it, and often moaned, O, my kead ! through the
day. The light was not offenfive to her eyes, and
the pupils contraéted in the ufual light of the cham~
bér, and immediately dilated upon excluding it.

as fhe had been long coftive, and the foda phof-
phorica, &c. had not operated, fhe took a fecond
dofe, and was directed to receive glyfters until fhe
had difcharges from the bowels. The cathartic
gave her two ftools, and fhe vomited once ; the feem-
ed to be refrefhed by the fleep of laft night ; fhe
took liquid nourifhment greedily. I now fufpefted -
there might be a tendency to hydrocephalus inter-
nus t: Her cheeks were flufhed, but the upper lip
had that fwelling which Dr. Home, in his clinical
obfervations fays, conflantly accompanies worms in
the bowels ; but the ala nafi were in a natural fate.
1 was dubious until I had thoroughly cleanfed the
primz via, whether the flownefs and irregularity of
the pulfe depended upon the affeftion of the prima
viz, worms, or an inflammation of the meninges of

F the
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to rub into the thighs twenty four grs. ung. mere.
fort. every night and morning, till the breath and
" gums fhould be affeGted with this medicine; interpof-
ing glyfters to keep the prima vizlax., I had tried
this method in two cafes before, but never perceiv-
ed any advantage ; I rather fuppofed it accelerated
the fatal cataftrophe.

1 mavi before given my opinion upon the ufe
of this mineral in hydrocephalus internus; but as
Celfus fays, “ f{atius eft enim anceps remedium ex-
periri quam nullum;”” e perfifted in its ufe till
the gd of February, when the glands of the thouth
were inflamed; the gums turgid, and the faliva driv~
elled and wet the pillow on which fhe lay. She -
had taken thirty two grains of calomel ; but I dif-
covered they had rubbed into the legs and thighs
but forty eight grains of the ointment, one third
mercury. She difcharged a large humber of afca=
rides with the faces, which were now very green
and feetid. Notwithftanding the mercury had evi-
dently affeted the fyftem, every fatal fymptom in=
creafed; till death clofed the fcene early on the
morning of the 11th of February,

THE 12th, the head was infpeéted by Dr. Will-
1am Jackfon, in prefence of a young medical gen-
tleman and myfelf. I fhall give the relation in the
Doftor’s woids, as his defcription agreed with
mine. “ Upon removing a fufficient portion of

F 2 the
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ndkidBE Tl @-L E  VIIL

An Account of a preternatural OssTRUCTION 11 Lhe
Vacina, Communicated by Dr. JOSEPH
OSGOOD, Fellow of the Maffachufetts Medi-
cal Society, and Phyfician at Andover, in the
County of Effex,

ANDOVER, May, 1586.

To the MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
 CIETY. |

GENTLEMEN,

I TAKE the liberty of tranfmitting to you,
a cale which happened nine years fince.

A. B. being twenty eight years old, became preg-
‘nant, and during the time of geftation had no un-
common complaints ; at the expiration of nine
months, labor camhé on, the pains were fevere, and
after continuing forty eight hours, by examination
there appeared a membrane at the entrance of the
vagina, which extended to the urethra, and when
preffed downward by the pains, was three inches in
diameter, and impeded the difcharge of urine, and
occafioned the neceffity of the catheter. As this
membrane appeared manifeftly different from the
common membranes, and of an unnatural growth,
I made patticular inquiry, and was informed, that

the
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Curious Falls refpeiling Worms, Communicated by
THOMAS WELSH, 4. M. Fellow of the

' Maffachufetts Medical Society, and Phyfician at
Bofton,

BOSTON, ArriL, 1789,

To the MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
| CIETY.

GENTLEMEN,

I NOW tranfmit you certain facts reflpeéi-
ing worms, which have occurred to my obferya-
tion,

* 1~ the month of O&ober, 1775, I was called to
H. C. a lad of about twelve years of age, who had
previoufly enjoyed good health ; but his appetite
was now impaired : He was coltive ; his pulfe were
quick, and irregular, attended with uncertain re-
turns of fever, and his fkin was dry : His eyes were
conftantly open ; the pupils dilated, with ftrabils
mus, and he was entirely blind,

THis laft faét T afcertained, by feveral cxperi-
ments. I placed various objefls in fucceflion be-
fore his eyes, and inquired of him, whether he
could fee either of them ? to which he anlwered in

the negative. I held a dollar up, and told him he
fhould
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1T is well known that worms often exift in the
human body ; and that they remain, for a length of
time, harmlefs inhabitants ; But is it not probable,
that many of the difeafes, which we find difficult to
account for, owe their caufes to worms ? And 1s 1t
not to be apprehended, that phyflicians have taken
that to be the hydrocephalus internus, which was in
fat to be alcribed to worms € elpecially as calomel,
a well known vermifuge, has had the credit of cur-
ing that difeafe,

AND does not the hiftory of the preceding cafe
further confirm the doirine (which feems, howev-
er, to be well eftablifhed) of the intimate connexion
which fubfifts between the ftomach, the firlt great
organ of digeftion, and the common fenfory ?

Iy

UPON opening the thorax of a healthy, full
grown cat, I found the lungs in a found flate : And
on examining the contents of the cheft, I perceived
(before any incifion had been made into the lungs)
a live worm, crawling between the convex f{urface
of the lungs and the pleura. This membrane was
likewife entire and healthy : The worm meafured
near nine inches. I then examined the furface of
the lungs and pleura more accurately, but could
not dilcover any apertyre by which it could have
infinuated,

I HAVE
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diftended ; and told him there was no need of hav-
ing recourfe to the inftrument, as I was confident
his bladder was deftitute of water. He was in ex-
treme pain, which could be traced from the right
kidney along the ureter, until it entered the coats of
the bladder. This plainly pointed out, that a cal-
culus impeded the flow of urine through that ureter;
but as he did not complain of his left fide, it was ftill
a queflion, what prevented his bladder being filled
with urine from his left kidney ? As many phyfi-
cians had advanced, that an jrritation of one kind-
ney would often produce fuch a convullive con-
ftri€tion in the other as to render it unable to fepa-
rate any urine, I knew not but an opportunity now
prelented of confirming what I had hitherto doubt-
ed. I therefore requefted his friends, that, in cafe
of death, they would permit his body to be opened :
His death happened in a few days, and his friends
confented. His bladder was in a very collapled
flate, and not containing a drop of water ; a calcu-
lus, about as big as an hazle nut, was wedged into
the right ureter at its termination, one third of 1t
being projefted into the cavity of the bladder, and
the other part being fo clofely embraced that it re-
quired confiderable force to difengage it, This
ureter, between the bladder and kidney, was dilated

fufficient to admit one’s little finger. The kidney
~ to which it belonged, was alfo greatly enlarged.
Upon preffing it, the bladder was immediately filled

| with
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was taken from him a ftone which weighed nine
drams. The ftalk formed the bafis, round which
the concrelcible matter cohered with confiderable
.force. The parts of the flone, contiguous to the
ftalk, were very hard ; the other parts brittle and
fandy.

A B e T rr—
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An ExperIMENT for determining the Expediency
qftﬁt S1cAULTIAN OPERATION. Communical-

ed by the late JOSEPH ORNE, 4. M. 4. A. S.
Fellow of the Maffachufetis Medical Society, and
Pﬁyﬁfﬁgﬂj Salem.

o S ALEM, OCTOBER, 1733.

To the MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SO-
CIETY.
CENTLEMEN,

THE utility of the operation of dividing
the fymphyfis pubis in a certain fpecies of difficult
labors, being flill a fubjeét of queftion, I conceived
that every opportunity of determining it by experi-
ment, might be worthy of attention, efpecially as
this operation if brought to the perfeflion of which
fome have fuppofed it fulceptible, may be a com«
paratively gentle {ubftitute to a terrible procefs, that

could be fuggefled only by the profpect of imme-
diate
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of a few moments prefented, it was propofed to cut
the {ymphyfis pubis, as the patient died nearly at
that time, when we fuppofe the offa pubis, if divid-
ed, will admit the greateft feparation from each
other. I accordingly performed the operation with
a biftoury, and without any difficulty, as the thighs
were previoufly feparated to fome diflance from
each other, and confequently the conneéting liga-
ments of the {ymphyfis in a {tate of violence. The
inftant the divifion was effeted, the parts flew afun-
der nearly two inches, with the violence of a bow
fuddenly cut in two, when very forcibly bent. By
{feparating the thighs ftill further, the ends of the
bones were made to recede at leall 2 3 inches ; and
1 think, if ne Hary, another 1 mch might have
been obtained, R hich 1 prefum:, would have been
quite fuﬂit:ltnt to remove any fuch dlfﬁculty as
might make this operation on a living {ubjeét eligi-
ble. A fmall veffel was divided, which might have
demanded a ligature ; this however could have
been eafily uled. On bringing the knees together,
the ends of the bones were again brought into per-
fe@ conta&. The caution inculcated by Mr.
Sigault, not to feparate the thighs too far, previous
to the operation, feems very neceflary, as from the
fudden feparation of the bones while the knife is
prefled down, in the att of dividing it, might forci-

bly flip through, and do mifchief in the vagina,

ARTICLE
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and lint, and applied a tight bandage, which ftop-
ped the hemorrhage. He was then carefully put
to bed, kept very flill, and put on a low diet. Soon
after it was drefled, he complained of the tightnels

of the bandage, which was loofened a little the next
day.

turEE days after, the thigh began to fwell, at-
tended with great pain. On the 2gth, a pulfation
being now plainly to be both feen and felt through
the dreffings, I concluded it was an aneurifm, and
requefted a confultation ; and in one held upon the
cafe, it was determined that the operation for the
aneurifm was neceflary, which was performed in
the following manner :

@ having fecured the crural artery above by
the tourniquet, I made an incifion upon the tumor,
about eight inches in length, down to the artery :
Upon removing the coagulated blood, and flacken-
ing the tourniquet, the blood immediately guthed
out, and difcovered the wound in the crural artery.
The tourniquet being inftantly made tight, I paffed
a ligature above, and another below the orifice of
the wound in the artery, and fecured them, Then
loofening the tourniquet, and feecing no hamort-
hage, I drefled up the wound in the ufual manner,
placed him in bed, with the limb upon a pillow, in
a relaxed pofition, and gave him an anodyne.

G GPON
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ExTrACTS frnm an Essay on the UTERINE
HAMORRHAGE, which precedes the DELiva
trY of the FULL GROWN F@ETUS. S
irated with CASES. By EDWARD RIGBY,
Member of the Corporation of Surgeons in Lotdon.

ND circumftance that attends parturition, expofes women
. to fo much danger, as profufe heemorrhages from the uterus, to-
wards the latter end of pregnancy, and in the time of labor ; the art
of midwifery is likewife, in no. inftance, more at a lofs in the ufe of
means for the relief of the patient ; an inquiry into the caofes of them,
and an attempt to improve the practice in fuch cafles, cannot; there-
fore, be ufelefs.

THE tréatment of flaodings, that come on before the uterus has
acquired any confiderable fize, muit be very obvious; and the confe-
quences of them, at that early period of pregnancy, are feldom to be
dreaded, as, if the patient lofe blood from the arm, be kept cool, and
in an horizontal pofture, and fuch mild, aftringent, and anodyne
medicines be adminiftered to her; as have been found, by experi-
ence, to reftrain difcharges of blood, they will very frequently flop
entirely, and the woman go on to her full time ; and if this fhould
not be the cafe; but the hemorrhage fhould ftill increafe, it will fel-
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_ ix thiscafe, ther, when a flooding comes on before the delivery
of the child, it is obvious, that the feparation of the placenta muft be
owing to fome-accidental circumflance, to violence done to the uterus
. by blows or falls, to fome peculiar laxity of the uterine veflels from
badnefs of habit or fever, or to the influence of the Eal’ﬁnus of the
mind fuddenly excited, fuch as fear, anger, &c.

BuT from the uncertainty, with which {as before obferved) na-
ture fixes the placenta to the uterus, it may happen to be {o fituated,
that when the full term of pregnancy is arrived, and labor begins, a
flooding neceffarily accompanies it, and without the intervention of
any of the above accidental circumftances ; that is, when it is fixed to
that part of the womb which always dilates as labor advances, name-
ly, the collum and os uteri, in which cafe, it is very certain that the
pla::t:ﬁta cannet, as before deferibed, remain fecure until the expul-
fion of the child, but muft, of neceflity, be feparated from it, in pro-
portion as the uterus opens, and, by that means, an haemorrhage
muft unavoidably be produced.

THAT floodifigs, which arife from thefe two different caufes, which
I will diftinguifh by the names of accidental and unavoidable, though
they may appfa‘r'exaltﬂly fimilar in their firft fymptoms, thould ter-
minate very differently, if left to nature, aflifted only by the palliat-
ing means, cannot feem flrange ; nor can it be a doubt that of thefe
two kinds of floodings, only one of them, namely, that which is pro-
duced by an accidenzal {eparation of the placenta, can be relieved by
the wle of thefe palliatives ; and that the other, in which the placenta
is fixed to the os uteri, and the flooding 1s therefore wmawoidable,
cannot poffibly be fupprefled by any other method whatever, than
the timely removal of the contents of the womb.

ruaT this attachment of the placenta to the os uteri, is much
oftener a caufe of floodings than authors and praflitioners are aware
';ni', I am from experience fully fatisfied ; and fo far am I convinced
of its frequent occurrence, that I am ready to believe that moft, if
not all, of thofe cafes which require turning the child, are produced
‘by this unfortunate original fituation of it ; and, moreover, {which
is perhaps of as much pratical importance to know) when the pla-
centa is not fo fituated, the eveats of the annexed cafes authorize me
g0 fay, that if the patient'be properly managed, nature will, fer the

' : mof
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~ FoR this purpole, however, the ufual method with one finger will
aot always fuffice, but the hand muft be introduced into the vagina,
and one finger infinuated into the uterus. 1f the placenta be at the
mouth of the uterus, it will be immediately felt by the finger, and
may be diftinguithed from the membranes, by its greater thicknefs,
and from coagula of blood, by the irregularity and roughnefs of its
interior furface, which will then prefent to the finger.

SUPPOSING, then, that the placenta fhould, from this inquiry, be
found at the mouth of the womb, the furgeon will be at once con-
vinced of the danger that muft unavoidably attend delay, from the
inipoflibility theye will be of affording the woman relief by any other
;1lr1f.;ans than the timely removal of the child, and will, on that ac-
count, not hefitate to deliver before too great a lofs has been fuf-
tained.

ix recommending early delivery, I think it right, however, to ex-
prefs a caution againft the premature introduétion of the hand, and
the too forcible dilation of the os uteri, before it is fufliciently re-
laxed by pain ‘or difcharge; for it is, undoubtedly, very certain,
that the turning may be performed too foon as well as too late, and
that the confequences of the one may be as deftructive to the pa-
tient as the other. I am particularly led to obferve this, as I have
lately been informed, from very good authority, (namely, a gentle-

-man to whom one%f the cafes occurred) of three unhappy inftances
of an error of this fort, which happened, fome years ago, to three
furgeans of eftablifhed reputation, who, from the fuccefs they had
met with in delivering feveral who were reduced to the laft extrem-
ity, were encouraged to attr:mpi it where but very lirtle blood fiad
been lo, in hnpés that their p'dl.tient"s conftitutions woyld fuffer lefs
injury, and their recovery be more fpeedy ; which, till the experi-
ment was made, was a very reafonable fuppofition ; the women died,
and they feemed convinced that their deaths were owing to the vio-
lence of being delivered too foon, and not to the lofs of bloed, or
ény other caufe. ,

1T becomes, then, neceffary to endeavor to afcertzin, with a de-
gree of accuracy, the precife time when we may proceed to deliver,
without fear of incurring the ill effcis either of precipitancy or de-

453']’? | ’
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' -I‘E, on the contrary, it be clear from this careful examination of
.the uterus, that the placenta is not at the mouth of it, and that the
coming on, or increafe of labor, will not of neceflity increafe the dif-
charge, provided it be not very profufe, - (for let it be remembered,
that I am fuppofing the examination to be made early, and before
any confiderable quantity of blood has been loft) it certainly will be
proper to wait for the natural pains, and, in the mean time, to ufc
fuch methods as are likely to reftrain the flooding, which are, the
admitting a free circulation of cool air into the room, keeping the
patient in an horizontal pofture, giving her anodyne, with tinctur.
rofar. &c. and fupplying her frequently with fuch cool and fimple
nutritious drinks as will fupport her without quickening the circula-
tion ; from purfuing this method, it will often happen, that the dif-
charge goes off entirely, and if the woman be not arrived at her full
term, and fhe be kept very ftill and calm, that it does not return be-
fore labor comes on. But if it fhould ftill continue, or return fre-
quently, it will be right, if pofiible, to bring the uterus into a ftate of
'pnntraﬂ'mn, by exciting fome pain, which may often be done by
gently irritating the os uteri with the finger ; if this fucceed, and the
mouth of the uterus be thereby fo far dilated, that the diftended
membranes may be felt, they muft be immediately pierced by pafling
a probe along the finger, as upon the difcharge of water thus pro-
duced, the womb necellarily eontracts to a certain degree, and the
flooding proportionably abates ; this is, for the moft part, foon fuc-
geeded by flight pains, which if the child prefent fair, have very
foon an effet upon it, and pufh it down.

suT if, notwithflanding, this mode of treatment, the difcharge
fhould not leflen, if the evacuating the waters fhould not abate it,
and if, moreover, labor pains, fufficient for expelling the child,
fhould not fucceed, and the flooding fhould flill increafe, fo as to en-
danger the life of the patient, I (hould imagine it hardly neceffary to
fay, that even in this cafe, as well as when the placenta is fixed to
the os uteri, the only certain method of ftopping it fhould be ufed,
namely, the delivery of the child by turning; for though I have
never yet met with a cafe that under fuch circumflances has requir-
ed ity and believe fuch very rarely happens, vet 1 would not be
fuppofed to fay fuch an one cannot occur, as the feparation of the
F}ac;ntl may, for inftance, be produced by fuch viclence done to the

abdomen,
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ing ; that when it is not fo fituated, nature will, for the moft part,
expel it fafely herfelf ; that an early knowledge of this circumitance
is of the utmoft importance ; that it may be cbtained with eafe and
{afety ; and that therefore it thould, in every cale, h&inquired into
before much blood has been loft ; that the information, procured by
:ﬂaking fuch an inquiry, hould govern our management of the cafe;
if we find the placenta at the mouth of the womb, that we fhould
proceed to delivery ; that, if it be not fo fituated, if the difcharge be
not very profufe, and a very large quantity of blood have not been
already loft, we fhould endeavor to reftrain it by the means com-
monly diveted for that purpofe, and wait for nature’s affiftance ia
the expulfion of the child : And it is thence evident, that this prac-.
tice will have an advantage over the uncertain one hitherto adopted,
becaufe our determination about what we do, will ever be mure fafe
and fatisfattory ; for if, on the one hand, we wait, we fhall have the
I&L‘ﬁfafﬁﬂn of knowing that, in all probability, nature will be able to
expel the feetus ; and if, on the other hand, we inmmediately turn_ the
child, we fhall, alfo, have the fatisfaction of knowing that nothing
but turning can relieve the woman, and that, therefore, we do not
give her unneceffary pain : And finally, that our doing it before the
patient has fuftained too great a lofs of blood, will make the chance
of fuccefs more probable, and thereby be the means of preventing,
in fome meafure, the fatality whichi has hitherto fo frequently at-
tended thefe cafes, and which has, perhaps, been more owing to a ra-
tional methed of treatment not being known, than is commonly im-
agined. '

e A T I.

DECEMBER 29, 1769, I was fent for, in the afternoon, to the
wife of Balls. She was at the latter end of the eighth month
of pregnancy, and had been feized the preceding evening, with a dif-
charge of blood from the uterus; it begain without pain, and in
fmall quantity, but increafed by degrees, and was confiderable when
. I f{aw her ; the had now, howevér, finall pains, by which the os uteri
was already fomewhat dilated. I admitted as much cold air as 1
could into the room, fupplied her frequently with ceol and nourithi-
ing drinks, and as the pains {till continued, waited uatil the mem-
ilaranfs were {o far diftended and pullied down, that I could fcratch

them
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dutiger, T was very defirous of attempting to relieve her by turning
the child ; but judging it right to have the opinion of another fur-
geon, 1 fent for ohe who has had confiderable praétice in this city.
He feemed to think my patient too far gone to receive relief fromi
any attempt whatever to ftop the flooding ; and as he added, that it
was his opinion, fhe would fink during the operation, as one or two
had before done on whom he had made the like attempt, he advifed
ine not to turn the child. His advice prevented my doing it imme-
diately, though tefore his arrival it was my defign to attempt it, if
he juftified it : I was determined, however, not to leave the bed fide;
that if there came on the lealt degree of pain, fo as to allow me to
feel the membranes, T might, as I had before done, pierce them with
a probe, or if the flooding increafed, and I found it practicable to
introduce my hand, I fiill refolved to attempt the removal of the
child.

By carefully attending to keep the room very cool, by preventing
my patient from being the leaft ftirred, and being myfelf her nurfe,
in giving here very few minutes fmall quantities of the cooleft drinks,
¥ prevented the difcharge from increafing, and at the fame time fup-
Plied, as far as I could, the wafte of what fhe did lofe, by the drinks
ihe took, being as nutritious as I could venture to give them, with-
out their being irritating : After attending her in this manner abont
two hours, frequently examining and gently ftimulating the os inter-
fium, there came on at length a flight pain, and foon after, I could
juft feel the membranes with the end of my finger ; I immediately
introduced a prebe, in the manner I had before done, and broke
them ; it had the fame good effect as before, for the difcharge im-
mediately flopped, and pain coming on, the uterns opened, the head
of the child was puthed down, and, notwithitanding the very alarm-
_ing ftate the had, but juft before been in, fhe was foon eafily, and
faicly delivered, by the natural pains, of a dead child.

5 A S E VI.

DECEMBER 1, 1972, about midnight, I was fent for to
Welden, another pauper, She had a midwife with her, who inform-
ed me, the woman had bheen flooding a confiderable time, and had
loft a large quantity of bloed, which feemed to be true, from the

ftate
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© Hig made feveral fimilar but unfuccefsful attempts ; we there:
therefore concluded, that nothing but leflening the fize of the head,
by evacuating the brain, would allow it to pafs ; but to effe¢t this
was no eafy matter ; he thouglhit it poffible to pafs the fciffars through
the os palati into the head, and attempted it ; when the fciffars had
pierced the bones, I. endeavored to enlarge the opening, but could
not do it ; in tracing with my finger round the head, as far as T was
able, T thought there was a poffibility of pufthing in fome curved in-
{trument behind the ear, at the lower end of the temporal bone ; but
the fciffars being ftrait, I could not ufe them ; however, from the
loofenefs of the fealp, (for it ought to be obferved, that the child was
dead, and almoft putrid, which was certainly the reafon why tlie ver-
tebra of the neck feparated fo eafily, when I attempted to pull the
head) I thought I could pufh in the curved end of a blunt hook,
which, with a good deal of difficulty, I effected, and by degrées in-
finuated it under the temporal bone ; the opening I eafily enlarged
by my finger, and with one blade of the forceps, fo that at length
fome of the brain came away, the head was thereby comprefled into
a {maller compafs, and fhe was delivered : But the extreme fatigue
fie had undergone by this unlucky difficulty, joined to the immoder-
ate lofs of blogd fhe had previoufly fuftained, was more than flie was
able to fupport, and fhe died the following morning.

siNcE the above cafe happened, I have procured a pair of ftifTars
curved at the points, (fomewhat like tonfil fciffars) which may
cafii‘.y be ufed where it is found neceflary to open the head, after de-
livering the reft of the child.

s el i R . X.

FEBRUARY 12, 1773, I was fent for to —— Mayyball, a poor
woman in the workhoufe, who was in her laft month of pregnancy,
and had been fleoding about two hours ; fhe had, in that time, loft a
very great quantity of blood, and was fo much funk by it, that fhe
died foon after I came into the room.

I HAD an opportunity of opening the body, the following morn.
ing: The membranes adhered univerfally to the uterus, by the
fpongy chorion ; I carefully meafured the water contained in the
bag, and there were three pints of it : The child laid, with the head

ebliquely
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the placenta fixed to the os uteri; I endeavored to pafs my finger
through the fubftance of it; but was not able, though I tried fome
time ; I therefore feparated it on one fide, and got my hand com-
* pletely into the uterus ; the head of the child prefented, but I foon
got hold of the feet, brought them down, and delivered with the
fame eafe as in the laft cafe of turning : The woman remained very
languid a long while, and feemed hardly alive for many hours ; but
by fupplying her frequently with cool and nutritious drinks, and
carefully managing her in other refpects, fhe recovered entirely.

R E M. A R _E.

- THIS café appéars much o have refembled that of Mar/ball, who' |
died undelivered ; as the difcharge was very profufe, and the uterus
very little open, the difference in the event being produced merely
by my being fortunately called fooner to this woman. The eale
with which the turning was effected, and the fuccefs which attended
it, confirm the remark made to that cafe, thatit is fometimes jutti-
fiable to deliver where the os uteri is not dilated to the fize of a
fhilling, or a half crown.

ey 9. E XXII.

DECEMBER 16, 1774, —— Smith, a healthy, ftrong voung
woman, in the laft month of pregnancy, fent for me in the evening,
having had, for feveral hours, a difcharge of blood from the nterus.
I immediately introduced my hand into the vagina, and with one
finger in the os uteri, which was foft and yielding, I imagined I
found the placenta ; but, upon further examination, was fatisfied
that it was nothing more than a coagulum of blood, as T very evi-
dently felt the membranes, with the head of the child behind them.
The dilatation produced by this examination, was fufficient to have

- rendered the introduétion of the hand into the uterus, to turn tle
feetus, if it had been neceffary, very practicable ; but being confi-
dent of the great probability, not to fay certainty, there was of na«
ture’s being able to expel the child in due time, I thought it right to
endeavor to reftrain the prefent difcharge, and wait for pain. This
was foon effected, by the ufual means, and there feemed a probabil-
ity of her going to her full time, if kept ftill and cool, for it flopped
entirely for two days.

. H 1T
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['WIE are indebted for the three following Extrafts* to our inge=
nious countryman, the celebrated Dr. Benjamin RusH, Profefs
for of Chymiftry at the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, and Honorary
Member of the Maffichufetts Medical Society. ]

.dn Account of the DisorDER occafioned by drink-
ing CoLp Water in warm Weather, and the
Method of curing it.

: FEW fummers elapfe in Philadelphia, in which there are
not inftances of many perfons being affected by drinking cold water.
In fome feafons four or five perfons have died fuddenly from this
c.tu{:-. in one day.

THis mortality falls chiefly upon the laboring part of the coms
munity, who feek to allay their thirft by drinking the water from the
purtips in the ftreets, and who are too impatient or too ignorant to
ufe the neceffary precautions for preventing its morbid or deadly ef-
fe€ts upon them. Thefe accidents feldom happen, except when the
4 rifes above 55“ in Fahrenheit’s thermometer.

THREE circumftances generally concur to producc difeafe or death
from drmk:;ng cold water. 1. The patient is extremely warm.—
2. The water is extremely cold.—And 3. A large quantity of itis
fuddenly taken into the body. The danger from drinking the cold
water is always in proportion to the degrees of combination which
occur in the three circumftances that have been mentioned.

THE following fymptoms generally follow, where cold water has
been taken, under the above circumitances, into the body.

1% a few minutes after the patient has fwallowed the water, he is
affeCted by a dimnefls of fight ; he ftaggers in attémpting to walk,
and unlefs fupperted, falls to the ground; he breathes with diffi
culty ; a rattling is heard in his threat ; his noftrils and cheeks ex-
pand and contraét in every act of refpiration ; kis face appears fuf-
fufed with blood, and of a livid color ; his extremities become cold,

and

* Vide Medical Inguiries and Obfervations. By Benjamin Rufh, M. D.

Profelfor of Chymiftry in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania. 8vo.=—Lend. 1789,
H a
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-~ x. GrasP the veflel out of which you are about to drink, fora

miinute or longer with both your hands. This will abfira& a por-

. tion of heat from the body, and impart it at the fame time to the
. celd liquor, provided the veflel is made of metal, glafs, or earth ;

for heat follows the fame laws in many inftances, in pafling through
bodies' with regard to its relative velocity, which we obferve to take

~ place in eleétricity.

2. IF you are not furnifhed with a cup, and are obliged to drink

‘ by bringing your mouth in contaét with the ftream which iffues from
- a pump or a {pring, always wafh your hands and face previoufly to

. your drinking, with a little of the cold water. By receiving the

~ fhock of the water firft upon thofe parts of the body, a portion of its

heat is conveyed away, and the vital parts are thereby defended from

~ the aftion of the cold.

An Account of the external Ufe of ArseNic in the
| Cure of CANCERS.

A.IFEW years ago a certain Dr. Hugh Martin, a furgeon
of one of the Pennfylvania regiments ftationed at Pittfburg, during
the latter part of the late war, came to this city, and advertifed to
cure cancers with a medicine which he faid he had difcovered in the
woods, in the neighbourhood of the garrifon. As Dr. Martin had
once been my pupil, I took the liberty of waiting upon him, and
afked him fome queftions refpecting his difcovery. His anfwers

'_wgrc calculated to make me believe, that his medicine was of a vege-
‘table nature, and that it was originally an Indian remedy. He
~ fhewed me fome of the medicine, which appeared to be the powder
of a well dried root of fome kind, Anxious to fee the fuccefs of
" this medicine in cancerous fores, I prevailed upon the dotor to ad-

mit me to fee him apply it in two or three cafes. 1 obferved in

fome inftances, he applied a powder to the parts affefted, and in

others only touched them with a feather dipped in a liquid which
had a white fediment, and which he made me believe was the vege-
table root diffufed in water. It gave me great plealure to witnels

the efficacy of the doftor’s applications. In feveral cancerous ulcers
the

o
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grains of the white powder, and bound them between two pieces of
copper, which I threw into the fire. After the copper pieces be-
came red hot, 1 took them out of the fire, and when they had cool-
ed, difcovered an evident whitenels imparted to both of themn. One
of the pieces afterwards looked like dull filver. Thefe two tefts
have generally been thought fufficient to diftinguith the prefence of
arfenic in any bodies ; but I made ufe of a third, which has lately
been communicated to the world by Mr. Bergman, and which is
fuppofed to be in a/f cafes infallible.

1 INFUSED a [mall quantity of the powder in a folution of a vege-
table alkali in water for a few hours, and then poured it upon a fo-
lution of blue vitriol in water. The color of the vitriol was imme-
diately changed to a beautiful green, and afterwards precipitated.

1 sHALL clofe this paper with a few remarks upon this powder,
and upon the cure of cancers and foul ulcers of all kinds.

1. THE ufe of cauftics in cancers and foul ulcers is very ancient,
and univerfal. But I believe arfenic to be the moft efficacious of
any that has ever been ufed. It is the bafis of Plunket’s and prob-
ably of Guy’s well known cancer powders. The great art of apply-
ing it fuccefsfully, is to dilute and mix itin fuch a manaer as to
mitigate the violence of its attion. Dr. Martin’s compofition was
happily calculated for this purpofe. It gave lefs pain than the com-
mon or lunar cauftic. It excited a moderate inflammation, which
{eparated the morbid from the found parts, and promoted a plentiful
aflux of humors to the fore during its application. It feldom pro-
duced an efcar ; hence it infinuated itfelf into the deapelt recefles of
the cancers, and frequently feparated thofe fibres in an unbroken
ftate which are generally called the roots of the cancer. Upon this
account, I think, ip an ulcerated cancer it is tp be preferred to the
knife. It has no aftion upon the found fkin. This Ds. Hall prov-
ed by confining a fmall quantity of it upon his arm for many hours.
In thofe ‘' cafes where Dr. Martin uled it to extract cancerous or
fchirrhous tumors that were not ulcerated, I have reafon to believe
that he always broke the (kin with Spanifh flies.

2. THE arfenic ufed by the dottor was the pure white arfenic. I
fhould fuppofe from the examination I made of the powder with the
A4
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T. T HAVE never known the common falt perform a cure, where
the hamorrhage from the lungs has been a fymptom of a confump-
tion. But even in this cafe it gives a certain temporary relief.

2. THE exhibition of common falt in the h®2moptyfis, fhould by
no means {upercede the ufe of occafional bleeding when indicated by
plethora, nor of that diet which the ftate of the pulie or of the {tom-~
ach, may require.

3. I HAVE given the common falt in one cafe with fuccefs, in an
hemorrhage from the ftomach, accompanied by a vomiting ; and
have heard of feveral cafes in which it has been fuppofed to have
checked a difcharge of blood from the nofe and uterus, but I can
fay nothing further in its favor in thefe laft hzmorrhages, from my
@WN experience,

—nrrand RO MotETrecTa—

A Cafe of Hxemorrysis, related in a Letter Sfrom
Mr. WILLIAM JONES, Surgeon at Bir-

MINGHAM,G. B. to Dr. Duxcan at Edinburgh,
dated September, 17806.*

"M

YARS. S. of this town, had had a violent cough, dur-
ing the greatelt part of laft winter, attended, when I firlt faw her,
with an alarming degree of bemopryfis, plethora, the ufual {fymptoms
of fever, and frequent profufe cold fweats. She was thus circum-
ftanced on the evening of May 26, 1786, when I took away fome
blood ; and as fhe was coftive, prefcribed an opening mixture to be
taken at ftated intervals, until her bowels were opened. The next
day, I direted a grain of the fox glove (digitalis purpurea. Linnaei)
in pills, to be taken every morning and night. Four dofes were fuf-
ficient to remove the bemoptyfis. And fhe recovered in a few days,
to the degree of health fhe had before its appearance. Other inftan-
ces of fimilar fuccefs, have occurred, both to my friend Mr. Mynors,
and myfelf, and that without the ufe of venzfeftion, in certain res

dyced, fcrophulous, and leucophlegmatic habits. L

* Vide Duncan’s Medical Commentaries, Decad, II. Vol, I,—Edinb.
gnd Lond. 1787,
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necellary to add opium, in order to relieve that diftrefling concomi-
tant of inflammation, the pain, which happily anfwered that purpofe
molt effectually. o

ﬂmnmatury- ath , muft be the fame, whe r-"_'-':._::__l e
feated in the meninges, pleura, lungs, liver, diaphrag
internal membranous part ; and therefore, the circumitance of local-
ity could make little or no alteration n{% general intention of cure.
Frem thefe premifes, the following dedu&inn-'m:lly arofe.

> inflammation is
or any other

As mercury had proved fo fucceflsful an agcn't in removing in-
flammation in the feveral inftances above mentioned, it was reafona-
ble, from analogy, to conclude, that it would prove equally fo in ev-
ery kind of inflammatory difeafe. Wherefore I was determined to
give it a fair trial in every one, as opportunities offered for that pur-
pofe, m@ﬂattcmi myfelf, from the data before me, that my experi-
ments would be attended with fuccefs.

THE peripneumony was the firft difeafe that fell under my care,
after this refolution was taken. The fuccefs attending the adminif~
tration of calomel and opium here, filled me with aftonithment., I
was fuccefsful in a great number of cafes, and under a variety of
circumitances. I have had .-%lisfa&ion to fee women far ad-
vanced in pregnancy, in a manner refcued from death, in the laft
ftage of the peripneumony, by calomel and opium, after every other
means, which had been tried, had failed in relieving the patients. I
had the pleafure afterwards of feeing them go their full time, be fafe-
ly delivered of living children, and enjoy the happinefs of bearing
feveral others fince that period. I have known many a life faved in
the fymptomatic, variolous and morbillous peripneumony, by thefe
medicines ; and I never faw any remedies afford fo certain and fpee-
dy rclief in obilinate dry catarrhous coughs, as thofe, particularly
whea continued until the mouth became affeted by the mercury.
The fame means have proved equally efficacious in pleurifies. But
the moft extraordinary and early relief I ever faw calomel and opi-
um give, was in the phrenitis and paraphrenitis, which has been re-
peatedly experienced in a great number of cafes. Inflammations of
the inteftines, and other parts within the abdomen, have moft readily
yielded to this treatment. I have, in the 66th velume of the Philo-

. fopohical
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