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INJURIOUS PROCEEDINGS

OF THE MANAGERS OF THE ROYAL INFIRMARY, AGAINST THE STU-

DENTS OF MEDICINE IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

[PUBLISHED BY THE STUDENTS]

tOR more than thirty years, the Univerfity of Edinburgh has been cele-
‘brated over Furope as a School of Medicine. The fame of its Profef-

{ors drew a vaft concourfe of Students to attend Le&ures that were foon diftins
guifhed - for uncommon excellence. Of thofe who thus contributed to extend
its early reputation, the refpe@able names of GrRecory and WuyTT ought
chiefly to be mentioned ; though to none a higher praife is due than to that
of the late Dr ALEXANDER MoNRO, who indeed may be juftly confidered as
the great parent of this medical {feminary. Since his time, its fame has been
rapidly and invariably increafing ; and the number of ftrangers who reforted
to it for inftruétion has continually augmented.  Fortunately for the inftitution,
the fame merit which diftinguifhed the founders defcended to their fucceflors ;
and the lofs which otherwife might have arifen from their death, tended but
Jittle to retard that progrefs towards celebrity which their laudable exertions
had fo happily begun. The friends of the Univerfity perceived with pleafure,-

' that under the prefent Profeffors its chara@er has not been diminifhed.  Stu-

dents artive not only from all parts of the Britifh iflands, the Weft Indies, and

Anmierica, but the theatres are crowded with pupils from every nation in Lo-

i.h—-.ﬂ.l...__._._—-._
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have attended the Infirmary.  Thé confection that fubfifted between them and
the Gentlerhen who prefided over its bufmefs, was an intercourfe of mutual
benefits. Their ample and aniform contributions * afforded a convenient aid to
fcanty and precarions revenues, which every art of folicitation had for a fe. _
ries of years been employed to extort from the generofity or oftentation of
the public. -~ The piudence of the Managets did not yet refufe every equita
ble effort that eould render attendance in the Houfe defirable, and as fubfervi-
ent to inftrution as was confiftent with the great ends of its inftitution. The
regular condué of the Students merited and obtained from them politenefs and
refpedt ; and thus the welfare of the Holpital, and the benefi¢ of its pupils,
were equally promoted. At fuch a period, it could not eafily have been fore-
feen, that a body of men, fo much interefted in the profperity of the city,
~ and the reputation of the Univerfity, fhould have departed all at once from
the ufual juftice of their condud, and, by any ungenerous mnovation, fhould
have deprived the Students of advantages they had fo long enjoyeds - Suchan
event, however, was not far diftant. In the month of June 1785, under pre-
text of fome irregularities fuppofed to have been committed by individuals,
the Managers thought proper to mvolve the whole body in the punifhment, -
and, by the following regulations, to render attendance on the Hofpital entirely
ulelefs. ba Tor Bawh

e

* For the Taft hirty years, the Students of Medicine have nof contributed Tefs than goo L.
annually to the funds of the Infirmary.  The Managers at prefent talk loudly of the flourifhing
{tate of its revenue, and their toral independence of any farther afliftance from the Students.
The time has been, when they did not difdain to have plays adted. for its maintenance, nor ta
purchafe, by the ufe of jts long room, the profits of a fubfeription-ball,  (See Hiftary of the
R@-gf fp,ﬁ;-?!;afj.} :
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Rovar INFIRMARY, Fune 15. 1785,

& THE Managers finding that much abufe and diforder has been introduced
into the Houfe, by the Students being admitted into the Wards at irregu-
lar hours, and almoft at all times,

¢« Do HEREBY RESOLVE,

That this bufinefs, hereafter, be put under certain regulations.—And,
therefore,

O R D E R,

s¢ 3. TuaT no Student (except in company with the Phyficians, or Surge-
ons in charge, or Clinical Erof’eﬂbrs) during the time of their attendance,
be admitted into the Hofpital before twelve o’clock noon.

¢ 5. TuarT the doors of the Hofpital be locked every day at two o’clock
in the evening, and that no Student be allowed to remain in the houfe after

that hour.

s 5, Trat the Dreflers fhall come every day to do their refpetive pieces
of bufinefs enjoined them by the Phyficians or Surgeons, exadtly at four
o’clock ; and, that they fhall finith the fame before five ; fo that there be
10 pretence for opening the doors of the Hofpital before the firft, or keep-
ing them open after the fecond hour mentioned.—And the Managers order,
that no Student whatever be allowed to enter with the Dreflers, or to"re-

main with them while they are doing their bufinefs.

¢ 4. TuAT no Student be admitted into any of the Wards of the Hofpital
to vifit any of the patients, before {feven o’clock in the evening ; and that
when admitted, then it thall be only in company with the Phyficians or Surge
ons Clerks, who are alfo ordered to put cvery queftion to the patients thit
any Student may defire, as the Managers judge it proper, that queftiors be

put to the p;a.tients by the Clerks only.
A y e
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tions lately formed by the Managers. Thefe repulations contain a genéral
charge againft them, of introducing much diforder and abufe into the In-
firmary ; which they conceive not only to be injurious, but unjuft. Inju-

rious, becaufe they will imprefs a bad opinion of the Students in general,

upon every perfon under whofe notice they mays; fall, without knowing the
manner in which they originated. Unjuft, becaufe they involve a great
number of Gentlemen, who have never committed either abufe or difor-
der, as the regulations {tate.

« Trat they will be deprived of many of the benefits that may be deri-
ved from the Infirmary, by the reftriftions refpe@ing the time of vifiting pa-

tients, becaufe thefe reftrictions render it impoflible for the Students to at-
tend to the patients themfelves.

¢ TyE great objeck of a Student’s attendance at an Infirmary, is to exa-

13
(44
13
11

(14

phxnemena -::rf_, difcﬁfes' for himfelf, and . to {ee the method of

treating the fick. *Th;fa: regulatli-bns have a dire& tendency to.prevent
this. They are calculated to divert the Student’s attention from the pa-
tient to the Phyficians and Clerks of the Infirmary ; and, therefore, will
be of the. highef} dewiment to the Student who wifhes to become acquaint-
ed with difeafes. '

A

-_'fI.TrHIAf:[‘ the I. reftrictions from attending the Dreflers, are equally excep-
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tionable, A knoxvledge of the fmall operations which are performed by
the Dreflers, and of the method of applying, eleétricity, &c..is fo neceflary
for every Medical Gentleman, ‘that it would be fhameful to be ignorant of
them. Many Gentlemen have no other way of acquiring this knowledge,,

‘but by attending in afternoons, and this regulation deprives them. of  that

important Opportunity.. .

« Tgat the Students are prevented from attending to the accidents that
may be brought into the Infirmary ; to diffe@tions, and to many other ob~
je&s 'that may occur at thofe times when they are not permitted to enter

—
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the faid privileges are reftored.
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¢ TaT, unlefs the Managers will reftore to the Students the right of at-
tending the Hofpital, and examining the patients, at leaft from nine in the
| ¢ morning to eight in the evening, or grant fuch redrefs as to the Com-
| s mittee fhall appear equivalent to this, before the 6th day of September
| ¢ 1785, two thoufand copies of the whole proceedings be printed at the
| « expence of the meeting, and diftributed among the Students, in order
:I_ ¢ that they may be difperfed as widely as poflible ; and that a fhort account
| ¢ of the proccedings be publifhed in the Britifh, Irifh, and American pa-
W S, pers; and the periodical publications at home and abroad.”

By thefe refolutions the attention of the Managers was roufed.—An ai-
{wer was pafted up on the walls of the Infirmary, containing a fpecious pa-
rade of regulations, moft of which had never been difputed ; and of concef-
fions, at once trifling in themfelves, and clogged with a difgraceful condition
—The clerks of the houfe were appointed to watch over the Students in their

vifits.

WEeARrIED with an intercourfe which, on the part of the Managers, confift-
ed only of a repetition of indignity and evafion, they folicited the interpofition
of a learned and refpedtable body, to whofe proteétion they had a natural
claim. In the reprefentation which they gave in to the Faculty of Medicine

| in this Univerfity, they propofed an alternative ; either to reftore that eafy ac-
" cefs to the Infirmary they had fo long enjoyed; or, to repeal that ftatute
which rendered neceflary to graduation an attendance no longer profitable.

W have fubjoined their anfwer, as a fpecimen of the candour and urbanity

of an illuftrions body ; and as a proof, that Students of Medicine receive from

* fume perfons with whom they are conneéted, other language than that of
derifion and infult.

T
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ANSWER from the PROFESSORS, fathe ADDRESS of the STUDENTS of MEDICINE, |

“ Tug Profeflors of Medicine are very f;rry to find, that there has been
“ any mifunder(tanding between the Students and the Managers of the Royal |
“ Infirmary, and thould be happy to do every thing in their power to remove

bt 1

“ As the Profeffors conceive, that fome of the regulations lately made by
the Managers of the Royal Infirmary, may not have the good effeés which
* were expeted from them, and that others of them may be attended with
* inconveniencies which were not thought of at firft, they mention the follow-
* ing heads of regulation, as appearing to them more cligible, not likely to be
*“ prejudicial to the patients, and fufficient to afford the Students ample op-
¢ portunity for inftru&ion.

{19

11

1. THaT the Students be allowed a morping hour, viz. between eleven
and twelve o’clock, befides the hour from twelve to two, and the evening
hours from fix to eight, for vifiting the patients.

=g

1]

.-

* Tue Profeflors confider the hour from eleven to twelye as the propereft
morning hour that can be allowed the Students for vifiting the patients, as
* itis conneted with the hour of the public vifit of the Phyficians and Sur-
“ geons, and therefore will not give the Students any additional trouble in
" going to and from the Hofpital ; as the patients will be difturbed but once,
“ inftead of twice in the forenoon ; and as, the Wards may be al ways, well
cleaned, and thoroughly ventilated, before tlie Students enter them. The
expediency of. this caution, and the bad confequences that proceed from

the negle& of ir, are as well known to the Students as they are to, the, L
*“ Profeflors.

(11
14

117

“ 2. Tuar,at thefe vifits, the Students have the liberty of examining the

* patients direétly, and not through the igtervention of a Clerk.. |




i i A )

"« Tug Profeffors need fcarce {ay, that if the Managers grant this, it mufk
¢ bhe in confidence that the Students will ufe the liberty allowed them with
¢ caution and prudence, and due attention to the infirm condition of many
¢ of the patients.

¢ 5, TuaT the Studenis have admiffion to the Infirmary from four to five
¢ o’clock, to fee the lefler operations performed by the Dreflers, as formerly.

« 4, TuaT the Students have admiffion to the Infirmary at all times when
< patients arc brought in, in confequence of fudden accidents, as well as to
s 3]l diffe&ions ; of which laft due notice is to be given, as formerly.

“ ¢, Taar the journals of the Phyficians and Surgeons pradtice be open
% to the Students at all hours, from nine in the morning till eight at night,
« excepting only from twelve to three, and the time that the Clerks go their
« evening rounds 3 at which-times the books muft neceflarily be in the hands

« of the Phyficians and Surgeons Clerks, -and of the Apothecary.

<« Tue Profeflors with to know if there be any thing further which the
-« Srudents think neceffary for their inftruction ; as they will gladly recom-
« mend to the Managers the preceding regulations, and any othets that may
« be ufeful to the Students, and not hurtful to the patients. ’

« Tus Profeflors muft mention, however, that far from having any right
« to dire® the management of the Hofpital, they are not even entitled to
« fuggeft any thing to the Managers relating to it; and when they take this
« liberty, it muft be confiding in the candour of the Managers, and their
¢ readinefs to liften to any fuggeftions that are meant for the good. of the in-
¢ ftitution over which they prefide. And it would be unreafonable ta expect,
¢ that they fhould grant any indulgence that was not plainly neceflary for
¢ the inftrudtion of Students, or that was inconfittent with the welfare of the
< patients,”

« Tae Students muft confider too, that none: can' have any right, or oughs

| & o have any privilege, about the Infirmary,- that is inconfiftent . with the



¥ good of the patients, If the accommodation of the Profeffors, :-md the in-
“ {truction of the Students, fhould ever be found in any refpedt mcumpatible
“ with the immiediate interefts of humanity, there can be no doubt whlch-
¢ muft be preferred. And in that cafe, which the Profeflors hope will ne-
* ver occur, they and the Students muft be content to have accefs to the
* Hofpital on fuch terms as the Managers could with propriety allow them.

“ Tae praftice of the Students having accefs to the Hofpital at all hours,
¢ which had gradually crept in, was neceflarily attended with much inconve.
‘¢ nience to the patients, This being more and more felt and complained of,
* fome regulations concerning the attendance of the Studerts became abfo-

 lutely 11-:3-:eﬂ'ary

~  Tue Profeflors have no doubt that regulations may be framed, allowing
“ every opportunity of inftrudion to the Students, that is confi ftent with the
“ good of the patients ; which they are perfuaded is all that the Students ean
¢ defire. It would be needlefs and improper to requeft of the Managers
“ completely to refcind their late regulations, and to place things exa&ly on
“ the former footing; as it would be injurious to them to fuppofe, that, at
¢ the requeft of any fet of men, they fhould either do what they judged to
¢ be wrong, or negle€t what they judged to be right, in the d!ﬁ:harge of

& tht:u' important truft.

“ WitH ?efpe& to the manner in which the late regulations of the Mana.
¢ gers of the Infirmary were firft exprefled, and which the Students have con-
¢ fidered as fo unjuft and injurious to them; as the Profeflors are fure that
“ the Managers did not mean to give any offence to the Students, or to throw
¢ any refieltion on them, they are perfuaded that any expreflion in thofe re-
¢ gulations, which the Students could complain of, muft have proacedcd

bt mtTI'E.]}" from hafte and inadvertency.

“¢ Wit refpet to the requelt of the Students to the College, ¢ nulongcr
* to confider attendance at the Infirmary as neceflary to graduation,” they
i muft rﬂmllt& that fuch attendance, and clinical inftruction, which Eﬂﬂlﬂt .;'

f& be obtained without it, have long been regarded as very important parts
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medical education. This opinion-has been fully confirmed by many years
experience 1o this Univerfity; and the truth of it is now univerfally acknow-
ledged. In confequence of this, it was enated by the Univerfity, T hat no
Srudent fhould be admitted to examination till he firt had had the epportu-
nity of fuch inftrudion.  The Profeffors cannot alter either their own upi-'
nion, or thiat of the public atlarge, on this point.  If they were to fay, that
fuch inftruéion is not neceffary to a Phyfician, or that it is lefs neceflary
now than it was a year ago, they would gain no credit with any body, and

the Students themfelves could not fail to know that they would deferve

nonc,

By order of the Profeffors of Medicine,

(Signed) ~ JAMES GREGORY, F. M. D. 2. %

Edfnéurgﬁ, Auguft 30. 1785+

%

sz Committee of Students returned the following reply =

T, the Learned and Refpeclable PROFESSORS of MEDICINE,

¢ (GENTLEMEN,
« FOR your offer of doing every thing in your power t0 obtain a redrefs
of the injury and infult which they lately received from the Managers of the
Infirmary, the Students muft certainly be very thankful. The re&itude of
your intentions is abundantly manifeft in the regulations you propofe. They
contain almoft every.thing which the Students, in their laft refolutions, re-
quire. We truft, therefore, that if the Managers; comply, the Students

will be fatisfied.

« Bur {hould experience difcover; ‘hat the time allotted for vifiting pa-
tients, during the clinical lectures, is not fufficient, we hope another hour
(from 5 to 6 in the afternioon) will be added to thofe you propofe. You
well know, that, during the winter, different Students arc engaged at very
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“ Or the regulations of June the sth, the alterations made by the Mana«
¢ gers diminifh the injury, but encreafe the infult. Ifthe feelings of a liberal
“ mind had been confulted, to watch the Students the Clerks of the Infirmary
% would never have been appointed. You view the fubjet in its’ proper
 light ; and your regulations, if they are adopted, will reftore the Students
“ to the level which they have never forfeited. :

“ Tuar the Students, when they requefted the College to confider attend-
* ance at the Infirmary not neceflary to graduation, were convinced of the
* important utility of clinical inftrution, cannot be doubted. They were
“ determined, however, to forego advantages, rather than fubmit to infults.
“ They would be forry to leave their old and refpecled mafiers ; but, if your
“ laws render fubmiffion to indignities neceffary to graduation, what muft be
““ the confequence ? Let us not, by refleftion, anticipate evils.  Your media-
“¢ tion may fettle our differences: It will, at leaft, add to the obligations we
% already owe. '

By order of the Committee,

(Signed)  THOMAS BEDDOES.”

On the fuggeftion of the Profeffors, the obnoxious regulations were at
length repealed ; and the final determination of the Managers to that effe& was
communicated to our Prefident by the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, with
a requeft that he would lay it before the Committee. |

To MrR BEDDOES. 1418

“ Dr Grrcory offers beft compliments to Mr Beddoes informs: him,
* That he has this moment received a letter from the Managers of the Roy-
“ al Infirmary, mentioning, that at their meeting to-day they agreed to make
 the alterations and additions, with refpe& to the attendance of Students at
“ the Infirmary, which were propofed by the Faculty of Medicine, and ap-
 proved by the Commitiee of Students ; and defiring him to communicate this
“ intelligence to the Students.” bl kb

o St Fobn's Street, Monday Sestombor wilh D i IR iy




' as
~ Tre deliberations of the Students having thus happily and honourably tera
'minated, their views were not limited to the prefent moment.—It was propo-
{ed, that the union which injury had, on this occafion, produced, and the ef-
fe@s of whofe exertions had been fo important, fhould be rendered perma-
nent and regular.—The propriety of fuch a fuggeftion was foon difcerned. It
was eafy to recolle&, that in every inftitution swhere power has been entruft-
ed to individuals or bodies, oppreflion had been fometimes pradticed, and
grievances fometimes endured 5 and, as thefe have ever become enormous
where complaint is denied, it feemed expedient, that a mode of intercourfe
{hould exift, that might enable Students to -addrefs thofe who are conneéted
with medical education, by which candour might be informed, and injury re-
pelled. Every individual looked forward, with confidence, to the united ex-
ertions of thofe, with whom he was conneéted by the fame liberal purfuits, to
prote& him from attacks to which, without that affiftance, he muft have yield-
ed. They indulged ncither an unpleafing nor an improper {entiment, when they
hoped, that a Student might, in the affembly of his brethren, difcern the im-
portance of the body of which he was a member,and learn to aflert his own dig-
nity. Befides thefe confiderations, the friends of the union did not fail to
urge the virtual approbation that the Profeflors and Managers of the Infirma-
ry had given to fuch meafures, by correfpondence and recognition. They
could not doubt that, as the reprefentation of the affociated Students had
correted the error of thc*Mauagers in their regulations concerning the pu-
pils of the Hofpital, thefe gentlemen would defire the continuance of the in-
{titution, in order to afford to their fucceflors the fame affiftance in their delibe-
rations. Influenced by thefe reafons, the Students of Medicine in this Uni-
verfity unanimoufly refolved, That a general meeting of their body fhould be
held annnally. They appointed their Prefident and a Committee to watch o«
ver their interefts in the interval between the times of affembling 3 and they
gave thema power to fummon them occafionally, fhould any emergency require
it. The gentlemen whom they honoured by placing in thefe offices, had flat
tered themfelves, that no occafion could have rendered it neceflary for them to
difturb the quiet, or interrupt the purfuits of their fellow-Students, and that they
‘might have again met them with the pleafing reports of profperity and peace.
-~ Infach expeations, however, they have been unfortunately difappointed. An
 e=ent has happened, which, though it has difturbed this tranquillity, yet, ia
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. the end, may not be prejudicial to their body. The bonds of union which

the attack of the Managers had the former year produced, have been drawn

flill clofer by a frefh repetition of injury and infult from the fame hand that in-

flited the laft.

A Summons had been received by one of our number, to attend an extraor-

dinary meeting of the Managers of the Royal Infirmary, held on Monday the .

14th of Auguft, in confequence of an accufation exhibited againft him by the
Corporation of Surgeons. The refentment of that body was, it feems, exci-
ted, by fome altercation which had taken place in the Operating Room of the
Hofpital, between one of their members and this gentleman. As we had heo-
ped, from our union, not only protedtion, but to reprefs irregularity by the
weight of public opinion, the Committee conceived that they would fulfil both
objeds of the inflitution, by inveftigating the circumftances that gave rife to
this complaint. The perfon accufed did not decline the fcrutiny of fo natural
atribunal. They requefted that the Students who had been prefent would

communicate to them every information refpedting this bufinefs neceflary to
guide their judgment. A number of refpectable gentlemen complied with the :

requifition ; and, induced by their accurate and uniform teﬂimuny,.thtﬁ Com-
mittee had no hefitation in unadimoufly approving the condu& of Mr %,
On fuch an occafion, when the enmity of one body was avowed, and that of
another not émbiguauﬂy threatencd, againft an individual whofe behaviour we
had thus aﬁpmved, it was part of our duty, and cannot be deemed premature,
it we afforded him every affiftance in a conteft fo unequal.  To have addrefled’
our fentiments to the public, in the form of refolutions, would at this p*:ﬂﬁii
have been indelicate.  We conceived a reprefentation to the M:{n;{gfﬂ{ the
moft refpe&tful way of conveying to them that information which we had re-
ecived ; and, by thus oppofing to the accufation fadts of unqueftionable attho-
rity, we withed to place ourfelves in the light of counfel for the aecui"e&."' "The
Corporation of Surgeons deemed private difference an objedt of general i‘::fcuf.

ment. - the body of Students claimed an equal right to feel an affront offered -

;. 1

* As everypart of this tranfaQion, which rr.-gar&s the yourig Gentleman urigi:nﬁﬂy‘fundmﬁ'ed;‘a-:‘ ‘

PR = i

bas been amicably terminated, it has been thought proper not to offend his delicacy b
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to one of their number as a public injury. Excited by what they conceived
to be an infult to a Surgeon, the one body appeared at the bar of the Mana-
gers as accufers ; the other thought themfelves equally juftified in appealing
to the fame tribunal in defence. They THEN knew of no title by which the
complaint of the Surgeons deferved to be heard in preference to their repre-
fentation. Under thefe impreflions, the following addrefs was tran{mitted to
the Secretary of the Managers, in order to be laid before them on the day ap-

pointed for confidering this accufation.

Ty the MaNAGERS of the RovaL INFIRMARY,

9)¢ REPRESENTATION of the COMMITTEE of the AsSOCIATED STUDENTS.

|

¢ THE Committee ele&ted by the Students of Medicine, for the purpofe
§ of preferving a regular intercourfe with the refpectable bodies who prefide
¢ over Medical education in this Univerfity, have learned with regret, that
¢ 3 complaint againft one of their number has been prefented by the College
¢ of Surgeons, to the Managers of the Royal Infirmary.

¢« Tgg importance of fuch an accufation feemed to demand an enquiry,
¢ which fhould terminate either in the cenfure of an unworthy member, of
¢ the fupport of one of our brethren, opprefled in an unequal conteft.

¢« Unper thefe impreflions, the Committee have laboured to difcover the
¢ true ftate of this matter, from the teftimony of feveral Gentlemen who
¢ were prefent ; and they now beg leave to lay the refult of their enquiry
¢ before the Managers. They cannot doubt, that they will be acquitted of
« prefumption, for offering a detail of faéts, which they conceive may tend
¢ to obviate mifconception; and they cannot think it neceflary to propofe
% any excufe, for urging whatever appears to them to juftify the conduét of

€ ﬂfhﬁir friend and fellow Student.
3 s L i
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* Tuey therefore reprefent,
® Tuat whatever written ftatutes of the Royal Infirmary might enjoin po~
Pils to be uncovered at operations, it appears from very copious evidence,
that they have been neither generally known nor obeyed. All the Gentle-
men who have been confulted agree, that they have been accuftomed to
confider the Operation Room as a place of public refort, where the fame |
indifference with refpe to this circumftanee of decoram is permitted, as
18 ufual in the Medical Claffes. From the teftimony of feveral Gentlemen,
it appears, that on the day when the tranfa&ion happened, which furnifh- -
cd the grounds of this complaint, the pupils were fitting as they were ac-
cuftomed, fome covered, and fome uncovered, when Mr Wood entered
the Theatre. His firt addrefs to the affembly, was an injunétion to take
off their hats. It was delivered in a tone and manner, which the Students felt
as lietle fuited to that politenefs, with which they had been accuftomed to
be treated as Gentlemen; to that hofpitality, which they might perhaps have
expected as flrangers; or that liberal and equal intercourfe, which they con-
ceive fhould fubfit among men cultivating the fame honourable profeflion,
and deflined to fill a fimilar rank in life. This injunction was generally, but
not univerfally obeyed. He then pointed his finger, with a contemptuous
fide-look to Mr one of the Gentlemen who had refufed ulnedieﬁ;:c;
and, with the fame tone, twice commanded him to take off his hat. Mr

—— replied, in a manner, which we cannot help thinking manly and
proper. “ Sir, I will not; if you had afked me like a Gentleman, 1
would.” Mr Wood then threatened him with confequences, which our

refpect for the equity of the Managers will not permit us even to mention.

“ In behalf of Mr ——, we beg leave to.urge, that, like other Gentlemen,
he was ignorant of the exiftence of the law, and had been a witnefs of its.
negle¢t : That he was not in 2 fituation to interrupt the view of any Gen-
tleman. That thus ignorant of the exiftence of the law, or of any authority in
the perfon who enfnrc?d it, and unacquainted with that Gentleman, there-
fore unable to make allowance for any peculiaritics of manner which his
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friends may have been aceuftomed to indulge; it is not furprifing, that he
fhould have refufed obedience to a command which he muft have regarded
as arbitrary, and perhaps capricious.

¢ Ir we can truft any thing to the re@itude of our own feclings, if we can
conclude any thing from the indignation that was fo warmly exprefled by our
friends who were prefent, we cannot perfuade ourfelves, that thofe ho-
nourable and refpe@able Gentlemen, to whom we addrefs ourfelves, thould
with Mr —— to have been indifferent on this occafion; or would
cenfure a conduc, which only implicd a juft fenfe of what he conceived to
be indignity. We have not, therefore, the leaft rcluctance in committing
our own dignity, and that of our friend, to the honour and equity of the
Managers. Nothing can be a higher proof of our confidence in the im-
partiality and candour of that body, than the freedom with which we de-
liver our fentiments of the condu& of one of its members. We truft that
we have faid nothing inconfiftent with that high and fincere refpeé which we
entertain for the College of Surgeons, which increafes not a little our {ora
row for an accufation from fo refpedtable a body. We profefs our inten-

tion to pay exa& obedience to the regulations of the Royal Infirmary.

¢« WE beg leave, finally, to declare our entire approbation of the conduct of
Mr ——, and cur refolution to fuffer with him.”

(Signed) Fames Mackintofh. obn Dobfon.
Richard Millar. “Yohn Lane. .
Fohn Haflam. T heobald M*Kenna.
Henry Luxmore. T homas Pym Weeks.

Thomas. Burnfide. _
WiLriaM ALEXANDER, Chairman.
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© Ture Students Were abundantly fatisfied with the iffue of this buﬁutfs,"in‘fo :
far as it related to Mr ——, His Judges excufed him from any p‘crﬁ}nél
apology, upon declaring that he meant no infult to them, or the body that ac-
cufed him. It may, perhaps, appear wonderful, how the difavowal of fenti-
ments, which could never have been imputed to him, without abfurdity, thould
have been at one time the only motive of a formal complaint from the College ;
of Surgeons, and an extraordinary meetin g of the Managers of the Royal In-
firmary.

AFTER a decifion fo equitable concerning an individual, the Students could *
hardly have fufpeed that their refentment was again to be excited, and their
avocations difturbed, by a wanton and infolent attack upon their whole body.
It was not, therefore, without aftonifhment, that they heard the following letter
communicated to them by their Prefident :

“8 1R,

* I received your letter, dated this morning ; in confequence of which I
“ produced the letter therein inclofed, addreffed to the Managers of the Roys
¢ al Infirmary, at their extraordinary meeting held here this day. But, as
¢ you were pleafed. to inform me, that, in faid letter, 2 Committee of Aflocia.
¢ ted Students had given their opinion of the conduc of Mr ~—, one of
“ the Students, in the Operation Room,

“ Tue Managers knowing nothing of any body diftinguithed by the name
“ of Adlociated Students ; and prefuming, that they are capable of condug-
“ ing their own affairs, without any opinion from them, they have direéted
* me to return your letter unopened, which I therefore now take the liber-
¢ ty of enclofing, and am refpectfully,

% S Tale
“ Your obedient humble fervant,
(Signed) RO, BOS WELL»

Royal Infirmary, 14th Auguft, 1786.

To wipe off the ftain that had been thus caft upon them, the Committee

P e SR Ry LR PO, LR LD Lt R i



wm‘ur?‘;_' ,}ul;-’ _r::'rr._" e B - » i o SR TA A  ed L o =B L e
}ﬂ’i'-- e} e 80 1 i : :
R lisaleor ( 21 ) 1

 Tuey accordingly fummoned a general meeting of the whole body, to be
held on Saturday the 1gth of Auguft, in which they were gratified with the
moft entire approbation of every meafure that had been taken. At the fame
meeting, after a full difcuflion of the whole tranfation, the Students of Me-
dicine in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, UN.&NI\’.[OUSLY agreed to the
following refolutions :

1. UnanimousLy, That a letter figned, Ro. Bofwell, reccived by |
the Prefident of this meeting, and faid to be written by order of the |
Managers of the Royal Infirmary, contains an unmerited infult upon the
body of Students and their Committee, as well as aflertions injurious to
the privileges of the Students of Medicine in this Univerfity.

2. RESOLVED THEREFORE UNANIMOUSLY, T'hat the Managers having re-
fufed to open the reprefentation of the Committee of Students, under pre-
tence that they < knew nothing of any fuch body,”” did virtvally deny to the
Students of Medicine in this Upiverfity, that right of deliberating and aéting
together, which they themfelves had, on a former occafion, repeatedly recog-

nifed, and which the Students conceive to be the undoubted right of all per-
{ons who may have a common intereft.

3. UnaNnivousLy, That the Managers having refufed to hear our repre- |
fentation, under pretence that the Students had no right to interfere in their
affairs, do evidently confound the peculiar bufinefs of the Infirmary, in which |
no Student ever pretended to intermeddlé, with that part' of it which re-|
lates to the conduét of the Students ; as if the reprefentation of the Students |
could, without the moft glaring abfurdity, be confidered more in the light of |

an interference with their bufinefs, than the complaint of the corporation of |
~ Surgeons.

4. UnaNivousry, That the Managers having thus attempted, both by |
precluding all intercourfe with the Students, and confequently all complaints
in cafe of grievances, to eftablifh a precedent which may countenance future

~ oppreflion, it has become neceflary for the Students publicly to affert thofe’
- rights to deliberate together, as well as to addrefs the different bodies with
whom their education has conneéted them, which they find fo unjuftly and

mgmﬂy denied. 24



warmeft wifhes for its profpenty, and thc higheft reverence for its rcﬁ»e&ab]e
Profefiors. : -

6. REsoLvED uNaNIMOUsLY, That the thanks of this Meeting be gwtn
to the Chazrman and Secretary.

7. Unanimousry, That thefe Refolutions, with 2 narrative of the Whnle
tranfadtions, be 1mmedlat¢]}' publifhed.

Slgucd 1n name, and by appmntment of the Students,

WiLLiaAM ALEXANDER, Chairman.
Ricaarp MiLLAR, Secretary.
However painful the tafk, neceflity impofes ity and the Stadents' of Medi-
cine in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, in juftice both to themfelves, and to thofe
who may fucceed them, have been thus compelled to lay before the public
an account of the injurious treatment they have twice experienced from the
Managers of the Infirmary. The manner in which they behaved to our Com-
mittee was grofs: and indecent. To have excufed that behaviour by fuch
pretexts was infulting to our underftanding. - They affeéted not to recognife
that body with which they had fo lately correfponded, becaufe the Students
happened to apply to themfelves the epithet aficiated, not furely with any
pretence to a nomen juris, but to exprefs a fa&, that they had exerted the
natoral rights of men, in deliberating together concerning their common in-
terelt. How fo paltry an evafion could have crept into the deliberation of a
refpetable body, it is difficult to conceive. -Were conje&ures allowable, we
might perhaps fuppofe it the fuggeftion of an eminent Author, whofe pen has
often foftened, by its elegance, the deformities of oppreflion ; but has ever
recognifed, with reluftance, on more important occafions than the prefent,
the right of oppofition to the ad&s of eftablithed government. Nor has the

condué of the Managers been lefs unreafonable than unjuft. They had heard
an accufation, and litened not to defence. They aflumed the charaéer of a

court of juflice, yet refufed to hear evidence ; and they are not afhamed tn_‘

avow it.




muft eicher filently acquiefce under 'i'ﬂphiﬁrj and infult, or by thus addrefling
‘the Managers as part of the public, convey to them an unanimous diffent a-

. gainft their conduét.

| S

.~ AvtHoucH prudence has concealed the real reafons which produced the
| attacks of this and the preceding year againft the Students, yet the whifper
' of retainers has not been wanting either in their defence, or in propagating

 bafe and difhonourable pretexts.

R

Hap we paﬁ'cd over thefe in filence, their meannefs and ambiguous origin
might perhaps have juftified the omiflion. = Our {fenfe of duty, however, pre-
vails over contempt; and we will not refufe to expofe them, without com-
:i.'-'mcntary or refutation, to complete the picture of the confiftency of thefe
" Gentlemen. Offending againft all diftinétions of language, they refufe to hear
' the complaints of the Students, under pretence that they will not fuffer dic-

tates. They hope to exercife oppreflion, with eafe and: impunity, againft a

fluGuating body, incapable, as they think, of oppofing to them any regular
~ or permanent refiftance. They do not even difdain that inhofpitable viétory,

which power 4nd reputation may readily obtain over defencelefs and unfriend-

| ed ftrangers. But the laft motive of their conduét conveys an impuration of
‘?-a blacker kind. It is equally mean with the others, but it is meannels aggra-
' vated by ingratitude. The funds of the Hofpital are, it feems, at prefent in a
.~ flourifhing condition * : The contributions of the Students, are, on that ac-
" count, lefs neceffary ; and, the prudence of the Managers fuggeﬂ;s, that an e-
quitable attention to their interefts is by no means fo indifpenfible as in for-
mer times. Forgetful, therefore, of the liberal fupport we have long afford-
ed, unmindful of the promifes they have held out to us {, and regardlefs of the
interefts of the Univerfity, (for where gratitude is wanting, it is vain to look

for patriotifin), they are not afhamed to avow the bafe defign of excluding us
p for

:
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% The language of the Managers is extremely different in their own publication formerly allu-

" ded to, where they lament the infufficiency of the funds of the Hofpital, and hold it out to the
f!wur]d as ftill the obje& both of public and private charity. (See Hiffory of Royal Infirmary, p. 32.)
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