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Sy o 0L 1T QL TIEN T

OF THE

FIRST AERIAL VOYAGE
m ENGL AN D.

17 S TR L i TR k.
My Honourep Fr1END,  London, j‘mﬁ; 15, 1784.

HE innumerable inftances of kindnefs I have re
T ceived from you, and the refpectful affection it has
imprefled on my mind, have infenfibly led me into the
habit of giving all my interefting thoughts and actions,
fome reference to you, and making your opinion and fa-
tisfaction neceflary to my happinefs.

You are well apprized of the general effet which the
attempts to perform Agrial Voyages in France, have had in
Europe ; but you may not know, that the Philefophers in
England haveattended to them with 2 filence, and zpparent

indifference, not eafily to be accounted for,
B Thefe
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T'hele two nations emulate each other in all circum-
ftances, And the progrefs and advantage of manufactures
are not watched on either fide with greater anxiety and jea-
loufy, than a difcovery in {cience, or an improvement in
fine arts. This has the happieft effect, as it is accompanied
with a liberality and candour that do honour to human
nature.

The firft rumours of Aérial Voyages were fo fwollen by
the breath of fame, and the imaginary advantages to at-
tend them, fo rapidly and plaufibly multiplied, that the
genius of Englifh philofophy, which, fince the days of
Newton, has born the palm of fcience, clouded her brows
with a kind of fullennefs, and perhaps feared for a mo-
ment, the afcendency of her fifter.

The glory of a difcovery is indivifible as the atoms of
Epicurus ; and in refpet to aéroftation, it remains,
and muft remain with France. It is fuppofed, and I
ipeak it on better authority than rumour, that {fome of the
moft attentive and penetrating obfervers in England,
meditate fuch improvements of Aéroftatic Balloons, and
fuch modes of appljring them to ufe, as may give
them an equal claim to glory with their philofophical
rivalsin France. But this has not hitherto been attended
with any remarkable effects.

You will poflibly wonder, that in fuch circumftances,
at my age, with the numerous engagements and occupa-
tions of my office, not yet diftinguifhed in the records of
fcience, and but little known in a country fo enlightened
as England, I fhould have the ambition to be the firt
man who vifited its atmofphere.

I have already acquainted you with the proje&t of our
friend Zambecari, and the reafons of its failure. Little

difappointments
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difappointments and errors are often the means of inftruc-
tion. I proceeded in a different method, and conceived
the defign of interefting generofity and humanity, in the
patronage of an experiment of fome hazard, particularly
in the hands of a foreigner,

At the diftance of two miles from this metropolis,
ftands a monument of liberal and prudent charity, firft
fuggefted (as it is faid) to Charles II. by a licentious wo-
man. It is the hofpital of military invalids at Chelfea ; an
obje€l of national attention ; and managed with a refpect to
the intentions of the {ucceffive Princes who have patro-
nized it, and to the health and comfort of the meritorious
veterans who inhabit it, which are not common in fa-
tional inflitutions.

T'his building confifts of three fides of a fpacious qua-
drangle: a garden floping before it to the fhore of the
Thames ; the vale extenfive and fertile, and bounded by
hiils gently rifing, highly cultivated, and beautifully
marked with villas, churches and villages, all indicating
the opulence and felicity of the inhabitants,

This I have fixed upon, in my mind, as a picturefque
and propitious fpot ; and I wifh, as it were from the altar
of humanity, to afcend the fkies.

I have, therefore, addrellcd the following requeft to
Sir George Howard, governor of the hofpital.

¢ Mr. Lu~varpr has the honour to acquaint Sir
¢ (George Howard, that he intends to conftru& an Air
¢t Balloon, in which he will' alcend for the purpofe of
“ making fome interefting experiments. But previous to
“ his engaging in fo expenfive an undertaking, he withes

¢ to beaflured of a place for launching it, to which none
B2 ¢ but
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“¢ but fubfcribers can be admitted. If Sir George How-

¢ ard will indulge him with his permiffion to launch it

“ from Chelfea gardens, Mr. Lunardi purpofes to devote

¢¢ whatever may exceed the expence of the undertaking to

¢ be divided among the Invalids of the hofpital. Mr, -
¢ Lunardi requefts the favour of an anfwer from Sir

¢¢ George Howard.”

The King of England is diftinguifhed for an attention
to the minuteft variations in the ftate of {cience or the
arts, as he is for an unblemifhed charalter, and the moft
ferupulous practice of all moral and religious obligations,
The innumerable concerns of an empire, to which ex-
tent and unweildinels alone have been an inconvenience,
do not prevent his perfonal notice of any remarkable
charaCler, or his corre examination of any fcientific
event,

He has had the condefcenfion to attend to the firft pro-
bable intimations of a fuccefsful experiment with Bal-
loons, and the governor, with his Majefty’s approbation,
has granted my requett.

1 know your friendly and parental bofom will have fome
emotions at the opening of a defign, by a youth whom
you have fo long cherifhed and loved, which leads to glory,
through {fome uncertainty and fome danger. But my refo-
lution is taken, and you know, within the bounds of life,
nothing can fhake it,

When I write to you, though at fuch a diftance, I
difcharge a duty: It feems to have the effe® of my
ufual methods of confulting you, I obtain my own ap-
probation, and collect firmnefs and refolution, where per-
haps I had my difficulties and doubts, and I take you

with
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My DEear FRrienp,

Know your anxiety to learn the progrefs of my un-
l dertaking.

Neither my fortune nor my ceconomy have ever allow- -
ed me to be in affluence, I therefore enter on any bufinefs
requiring cxpence, with fome difadvantage. In Italy
1 tfhould have fought the patropage and genero-
fity of my Sovercign, or of fome liberal and opulent
nobleman, to enable me to fuftain the expence of my
prefent undertaking, Here wealth is more equally dif-
fufed ; and by any contrivance that can gratify the curio-
fity of the people, fums of money are immediately col-
lefted, without the anxiety and mortification of peti-
tioning the great. This has, in fome meafure, banithed
patronage from England ; but ingenious men are perhaps
the better rewarded, and are not rendered flaves to the pur-
pofes and caprices of patrons. Hence are innumerable ex-
hibitions, which are always open in Londen, and which
are means of circulation, convenience, information and
utility, almoit unknown in every cther country,

To proceed inmy defign, I have been obliged to adopt
this cuftom. You will not be offended that a fecretary to
an embafly exhibits his Balloon, when you know that
the firft artifts in the nation, under the immediate protec-
tion of the King, and incorporated into an academy, ex-
hibit their pictures yearly, and that the price of admif-
fion is one fhilling. This expedient adds two or three
thoufand a year to the income of the academy, and is nei-
ther an inconvenience or a difhonour, where the diffufion

of
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of wealth through the Joweft ranks renders the whole na-
tion the general patron of ufeful defigns.

In the centre of London, and in a flreet called the
Strand, becaufe it runs by the edge of the Thames, there
is a large room conlrucled for the exhibition of pictures,
by the firlt fociety formed in England for the encourage-
ment of painting and feulpture,

- Italians viewed this fociety, and every other of a fimilar
kind, as the Europeans do the eftablithment of manufac-
tories in America. The Englith had been accuftomed to
fend their youth to Italy to learn juft fo much of the fine
arts as would enable them to purchafe and imitate its pro-
duétions. At this time there are names in England,
which are equal in reputation toany in the world, This,
however, is greatly owing to the patronage afforded by his
Majefty, who has inftituted an academy for fculpture and
painting, and who is himfelf the beft judge in his domis |
nions of the produétions of his artifts.

The Inftitution of the academy, gradually weakened
and deftroyed the focicty, and their room has fince been
fitted up, for a fpecies of entertainment which no coun-
try ever produced but England ; that is, a debate on polis
tical fubjréts, continued at random by any man who would
pay ﬁdr his admiflion, and fpeak fo as toamufe the aflem«
bly. Inreference to this entertainment, it was called the
Lyceum; and in that Lycezm 1 exhibit my Balloon,

As the minutett ftep [ take is interefting to you, I fhall
fend you fome of my propofals and advertifements jult as
they appear.

ADVERTISE-
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ADYERTISEMEWNT

I Take the liberty to acquaint ‘that I have
undertaken the conftruction of a Globe of 32 feetin diame=
ter, with which lintend toafcend, asfoon as compleated,
to make the moft interefting experiments, efpecially that of
going many miles before the wind, and keeping the Globe
conftantly not higher than a gun-fhot; previous te-my
conftru&ing the great Machine for direétions

Being already involved in greatkexpences attending the
conftruétion of fo large a Globe, made with the beft oiled
filk—the nlling it with inflammable air—the Machinery
for the experiments, &c.—am obliged to folicit the affift-
ance of theliberal promoters of ingenuity, in an underta-
king of fo curious a nature; by the improvements I flatter
myfelf to have invented, I hope to render the difcovery
of great public utility ; and prefume to requeft you will .
have the goodnefs to honour me with your fupport and
fubfcription : as approbation of my
fcheme may have weight with others, and induce them
to conceive the practicability of it.

The gallery, oars, and wings are already made, and
to be {een at the Lyceum, Era;‘er-ﬂﬁange, Strand, where
the Balloon is now conftruéting, and will be finifhed in
about a fortnight. 'With which, when compleated, 1 in-
tend to fet off from Chelfea-Hofpital Garden, having al-
ready obtained his Majefty’s patronage, and Sir George
Howard’s permififion.

Subfecriptions are takenin at Mr. Debret’s, Bookfeller, oppo-
fte Burlington-FHoufe, Piccadilly 3 Mr. Booker, Stationer,
No. 56, New Bond-Street; Mr. Barnes, Engravers Co-

ventry=
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wentry-Street, Hay-Market ; My, Adams, Mathematician
1o his Majefly, No. 60, Ficet-Street; and at Moffis. Nairne
and Blunt, Mathematical and Philofophical Infirumente
makers, No. 20, Cornbill, oppofite the Royal- Exchange.
Which Mr. LUNARD/{ will give bis Receipt for.

The guinea fubfcribers will be admitted into C;Ere{/éa—
Hofpital Garden, and have a chair near the Globe the day
of afcending, and may view the conftruction at the Lyceum
four different times,

A half guinea fubfcriber will likewife be admitted into
the Garden on the above day, and alfo be accommodated
with a feat on benches, next tothe chairs, and admitted
twice to fee the conftrution of the Machine,

e T T P S T e st

The probability that my defign would be cxecuted, pro-,
duced, what hardly any recominendatory lctters, or other
common means of introduction will de in England, I mean
an acquaintance with perfons of merit and confequence,
England is open toall the world, either in war or peace;
and a man of talents whether liberal or mechanic, cannot
fail of fupport and encouragement in proportion to his me-
rit. Butit would be wholly ufelefs to bring to London
fuch letters of recommendation as would in any city on
the continent enable a man torun through almoft all the
houfes init. Here the prodigious refort of ftrangers has
nearly deftroyed that indifcrimniate {pecies of hoipitality,
which prevails on the continent ; and which while it may
be agreeable to thofe who travel to get rid of time, has not
fufficient utility to attone for its inconvenience, But

C when
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when onee a circumftance in the fituation or charaltey
of a ftranger has attracted the notice of an Englithman;
and he has declared himfelf his proteftor and friend,it is
worth a thoufand of the civilities of general hofpitality:
2 reliance may be had on its fincerity; and the friendfhip is
permanént in duration, as it is flow in growth,

Sir Jofeph Banks is among the firft perfons who have
taken notice of my defign ; and he has honoured my fub-
i"miption with his name. The reputation he has acquired
as the firft botanic collector in the world ; as the friend and
companion of Captain Cook, in one of his voyages round
the globe; as the prefident of the Royal Society ; and the

general patron of knowledge and merit, renders any ac-

count of him to you unneceflary.

My fubfecription however comes in but flowly; nor has
the Balloon, though larger, conftructed of better materials
and on better principles than any that has yet appeared in
England, excited the curiofity I expefted. This is partly
owing to fome ridiculous exhibitions of the kind which
have been had at the fame place, and which have diffufed
a difpofition to incredulity and {ufpicion.

My Balloon is compefed of oiled filks, of which 520
yards are inferted in alternate ftripes of blue and red,
which give it a very lively and pleafing appearance, Its
form is fpherical. The horizontal dimenfion of it is 33
feet ; its circumference 102. It is kept {ufpended, and
at prefent is filled with common air only, which T inject
with bellows, through tubes of oiled filk that pafs through:
its fides. More than two thirds of the Globe are co-
vered with a flrong net, from which depend forty.five
cords, forming equal fections on itslower part, and uni-
ting at the bottom, Thefe will be faftened to a circular

frame,

= ¥
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.‘ -fmme, that forms the upper part of the vehicle in which

Imean to perform my Aérial Voyage. It will be furnifhed
likewife with wings and oars ; the ufe of the former is to
excite air when the globe is becalmed, and thereby to
move it horizontally : they have the form of large rackets,
and are covered with a loofe flounces of oiled filk., The
oars which differ from the wings only in fize, will be
worked with a vertical Motion, and are intended to effeét
a depreflion of the machine ; by which I hope to be ena-
bled either to check its afcenfion, or to defcend without
the neceflity of letting out the inflammable air,

I exhibit thefe, not only as matters of curiofity to per-
fons who have not fecn or underftoed the French experi-
ments ; but to point out to thofe who have, the pecaliar
object of my enterprize. For I have the ambition to be
the firft, not only to vifit the Englifh atmofphere, but to
afcertain the practicability of rendering the Balloon fta-
tionary, or defcending at pleafure by means of oars, alting
vertically ; and fuperceding the ufe and neceflity of valves.
In this enly circumftance I aim to deviate into originality,
fram the fplendid and fuccefsful track of the French phi-
lofophers,

"T'here are two methods of filling a Balloon for afcenfion;
and it is remarkable, that the method firft difcovered and
executed by Mellis. Montgolfier, is the moft hzzardous
and difficult to apply to ufe. It is effeted, asa chimney
is heated, by a common fire; and a Balloon of this kind
is a moving chimney, clofed at the top, made of light ma-
terials, and raifed by the clafticity which is always given
to air by fire, .

This requires a conftant application of fire to the con-
gents of the Balloon, which is a difficult operation'; and

C2 thg
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the leaft error in the application may be the occafion of
confuming the apparatus, and endangering the lives of
thofe who truft to it.

I have chofen inflammable rather than elaftic air for my
guide, It is a fubflance produced by the adion of
vitriolic acid on metals or femi-metals, and is fimilar to
that vapour which takes fire in mines, and carries terror
and deftruction wherever it approaches. This you will
fay is changing one hazardous inftrument for another,
but the chances of fetting fire to the elaftic Balloon, or
of not applying the heat {o equally as to an(wer the pur-
pofes of afcenfion, are numerous ; thofe of exploding an
inflammable Balloon, arife only from thunder clouds ; and
if proper attention be paid to the weather, they are not
numerous or difficult to be avoided : befides, inflammable
air being feven times lighter than atmofpherical air, and
rarified air not more than #hree times lighter, the Ma-
chine muft of courfe be proportionably larger in the ufe of
the lacter than in that of the former,

My delign to ufe inflammable air, has been the occa-
fion of my acquaintance with Dotor George Fordyce,
a2 phyfician of eminence, a lecturer in chemiftry, and pro-
bably the firft chemift in the ifland. I confider this as a
‘very fortunate circumftance ; for befides the improve-
ment and fatisfaction I derive from his friendfhip, he has
offcred in the kindeft manner to fill the Balloon, in a
method which is an improvement on that of the French
philofophers, as he contrives the tubes for conveying the
inflammable fo as to prevent the admiffion of an y atmof-
pheric air.  He is alfo of opinion, that air produced by
the vitriolic acid and zinc alone, is the lighteft of any
that has been yet ufed, -

But
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But, in the leading incidents of this =ra of my life, I
muft reckon among the happieft, my introduction to Mr,
Biggin, a young gentleman, diftinguifhed by his birth,
education, and fortune; of improved and elegant accom-
plithments, a ftrong lover of fcience, and of a liberal and
affelionate heart. This young gentleman, in the firft
days of our acquaintance, exprefled a with to accompany
me in my afcent, And as the regions I intended to vifit
are unknown, and Mr. Biggin’s talents fo uieful and en-
gaging, I have accepted his offer.  The voyage will, by
this circumftance, be rendered more interefting, we fhall
direct our particular attention to different objets; and
in any of thofe incidents which novelty may render afto-
nithing, we thall communicate and multiply our joy, or
leflen and remove our apprehenfions,

I am, Sir,
with great regard,

your much obliged, and moft humble fervant,

Londan, Augsft 2, 1784. VINCENT LUNARDI

LETTER



F i)

: b D A B R i s

My Dear FriEnD,

HE events of this extraordinary ifland, are as vari-
T able as its climate. You here experience the ex-
tremes of elevation and dejection, as you do of heat and
cold in a fhorter time, and in a greater number of oc-
currences, than in any country I know in the world.
When I wrote you laft, every thing relative to my under-
taking wore a favourable and pleafing appearance. I am
at this moment overwhelmed with anxiety, vexation and
defpair. ,

On advertifing my intention to go up with my Balloon,
it was natural to fuppofe that any latent ambition of
the fame kind would fhew itfelf, and perhaps fpring for-
wird to feize the applaufe attending the execution of fuch
an enterprize. 1 do not fay, that this would not have dif-
appointed me; but it would not have left me in any fituae
tion of diftrefs like the prefent.

A Frenchman whofe name is Moret; and who may
poflibly have aflilted at {ome trials at Paris to launch Bal-
lcons in the manner of Montgolfier, advertifed as it were
in competition with me; and fixed on a day for afcending
with his Balloon, previous to that, on which I had the
permiffion of Sir George Howard to make my excurfion
from Chelfea-Hofpital,

To haften my own undertaking would have been enter-
ing into a ridiculous race with Moret; and if I had been
inclined to fuch a meafure, it was probable, that the day

appointed
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appointed for me would not have been chanced, without 2
better reafon than could have been afligned from the com-
petition, [ therefore waited, with as much patience as I
could command, the event of Moret’s experiment; ima-
gining, however it would fail; from a view of the Bal-
loon ; but having no apprehenfion of fuch confequences as
might involve my difappointment, or my ruin.

On the 11th of Auguft, his advertifements aflembled
a company of three or four hundred perfons in a Garden at
Chelfea ; and unfortunately for me, at a fmall diftance from
the Hofpital where I was permitted to exhibit. The gar-
dens and ficlds around the place were erouded with fifty or
fixty thoufand people, not fo much from (Econcmy, as
incredulity, and fufpicion, of the undertaking. That was
greatly owing to his manner of anticipating my defign,
which threw on him and me, undefervingly, the imputation
of impofture,

From one to four o’clock the company waited with pa-
tience, the filling and afcenfion of the Balloon ; and when
every effort was feen to fail, and the Balloon funk into the

fire which expanded it, the mob rufhed in; tore it in a
thoufand pieces; robbed many of the company; levelled
with the ground all the fences of the place and neighbour-
hood; and fpread defolation and terror through the whole
diftriét.

I faw into many of the confequences which would af-
fet my own undertaking, Though the people of Eng-
land are comparatively well informed and enlightened; yet
the multitude in all nations is nearly alike. The misfor-
tune of Moret was attributed to impofture; and a fufpicion
of a fimilar nature was extended tome, I felt all the imme-

diate
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diate inconveniences of guilt ; as you will fee by the fol-
lowing copies of letters : though nothing could be farther
from my thoughts than any intention to be concerned in
an impofition,

Choelfea- Hofpital, Auguft 14, 1784,
SIR,

T having been reprefented to the governor of this place,
that a riot was occafioned by an attempt to raife an
Air Balloon in this neighbourhood on Wednefday laft ;
I have his orders to acquaint you, that it is impoffible
he can on any confideratign, fubject this College, to the
infults of a mob, and at the {ame time, he dire&ts me to
fay how difagreeable it is to him to refufe his confent, but
that his determination is unalterably fixed. I have the
honour to be

SIR,
Your moft obedient,

And moit humble fervant,

Wwn. BULKELEY.

i e g T ST T PRI L (7, T LR o e

On the receipt of this letter [ waited on Major Bulkeley
and defcribing the hardfhip of being involved in the con-
{cquences of the faults or misfortunes of another, I pre-
vailed on him to reprefent my fituation to the governor.

In confequence of which I received this final refolution of
Sir George Howard.

SIR,
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SIR, Chelfea College, Augnft 17th, 1784.

“ 1 have this moment received a letter from Sir George
¢ Howard, in anfwer to one I wrote to him on Monday
< Jaft, after I had the honour of feeing you, and he de-
< {ires me to acquaint you, that he muft again repeat the
< impoffibility of his confenting to the exhibition of
““ your Air Balloon in any place belonging to Chelfea
¢t College; his duty abfolutely forbids it, and no confi-
¢¢ deration fhall make him do it after what happened laft
¢ week. That he is very forry youfhould meet with any
‘¢ difappointment, but that nothing fhall make him do
<t what he canﬁﬂtjuﬁif}', and that, at all events, it cannot
¢ take place at Chelfea College, and, therefore, that it

¢ is abfolutely neceflary you fhould look out for fome
¢¢ other place, and give notice of it in the public papers.

¢ ] have the honour to be, Sir,

¢¢ Your moft obedient humble fervant,

““ W.BULKELEY.”

e e LD PPET  Dm

I am now funk into the utmoft depth of diftrefs, Though °
I may be faid to have no reputation to lofe in a kingdom
where I am fcarcely known, 1 yet experience themoft poig-
nant mortification at feeing my hopes deltroyed, and my-
felf, in the flighteft degree, fufpected of any thing incon-
{iftent with honour, and an ardent love of fcience.

You will fay, it is‘an imputation on the charalter of
an enlightened kingdom, to pre-judge an experiment
which has not been made, efpecially as | propofe to do
only what has been proved to be practicable in France,

1 have already told you that every thing refpecting Air
D Balloons
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Balloons has been admitted here with reluétance; the
pompous accounts of French voyages are credited, aftep
making large allowances for Gallic vanity ; and all hy-
pothefes refpecting a certain and ufeful application of thg
difcovery are confidered as romantic vifions, This pre-
pofleflion, however, does not prevent philofophers and
men of letters bere from dilcerning the praticability
of every thing that has been effected in France, But
they are not much more numerous in this than in other
nations ; they do not always regulate the opinions of
the people, and, in this cafe, they are not very defirous of
undeceiving them, The national prejudice of the Eng-
lith againft France is fuffered to have its full effe, on a
fubject from which the literati of England expect to de-
rive but little honour ; an unfuccefsful attempt has been
made by 2 Frenchman ; .j,md my name being that of a fo-
reigner, a very excufable ignorance in the prople may
place me among the adventurers of that nation, which
are faid to have fometimes dii’cingui{hed.'themfe]ves here
by ingenious impofitions,

I am apprehenfive, therefore, I muft relinquith my un-
dertaking, after an expcﬁce which my circumitan-es can
ill bear, and when the fatisfaCtion and glory of accom-
plifhing it are jult within my reach,

Adien, my dear friend, 1 regret the neceffity of leavng
on your mind, the mﬁ']:mchuly imprtfﬁ_nns which this
letter muft make, You may depend onit I fhull condu&
myfelf in every event with a proper recollection of your
folicitude and regard for me, For 1 fhall ever remain,
moft fincerély your’s,

Lma’m, _/f::g. 13, 1'}'84. VI_NCENT LUNARDI,
LETTER
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ki BTk B R o IV,

My Honourep FriEND,

Still have hopes: for what philofophers dare not at-

tempt, the ladies eafily accomplith. They can fmile
Into acquiefcence that uncouth monfter, public prejudice ;
and they regulate theopinions and manners of a nation at
pleafure.

My perfeverance, amidft the difficulties and fuppofed
dangers which furround me, in confequence of the failure
of Moret, has given me an air of heroifm which you'
know interefts the fair fex, The Lyceum therefore is
crouded with company, and particularly Ladies, who take
for granted I am to afcend; many of them wifh [ were not
engaged to Mr. Biggin, that they might accompany me ;
and, with that bewitching air of fincerity which is almoft

_peculiar to the women of this country, and which I think
more difficult to refift than the coquetry of my own, they
exprefs a tender concern for my fafety, which fixes my
determination : and I will afcend, if Idoit from the ftreet,

1 have a profpeét of being accommodated with an in-
clofed piece of ground, which is appropriated for the
exercife of a body of armed citizens, viz. the Hon,
Artillery Company. This corps is compofed of all
the officers of the fix regiments of the London Militia,
and other gentlemen to the amount of five hundred.
It is a collection or affemblage of officers, all inde-
pendant, in officers uniforms, who in cafe of emergency
might exercife, in a month, twenty thoufand men.
His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales is Captain-ge-
neral, and Sir Watkin Lewis, one of the reprefentatives

D2 in
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in Parliament for the city of London is their colonel.
To this gentleman I have made application, and the Rev.
Mr. Kirwan, chaplain to the embafly, whofe friendfhip
upon this, and every other occafion, I fhall ever remember
with gratitude, did me the honour to wait upon him, and
reprefented the confequence of my difappointment of
Chelfea-garden, and the very great expences I have been
at, and that unlefs the Honourable Artillery Company
would take me under their protettion, I could get ne
proper place for the experiment, from the apprehenfion of
riots and difturbances. Sir Watkin heard his reprefentation
with candour, and after enquiring into the principles on
which my Balloon was conftructed, thereafons of the failure
of Monfieur De Moret,and attending to every information
on the fubjet which could be given by Doctor Fordyce,
Mr. Biggin and me, he promifed to lay my application be-
fore the Court of Afliltants of the Artillery Cnmpan}r.
The honourable mention he was pleafed to make of me,
and of my endeavours to promote fcience by executing the
experiment ; the fupport he gave my application, and the
liberality with which he aéted, and which diftinguifh bis
charater, demand my warmelft thanks, You would be
aftonifhed at the apprehenfions and prejudices excited, even
in this refpetable body, by the failure of De Moret, In
vain.did Sir Watkin recommend to them to exercife their
own judgment; a violent debate took place; and the
conceflion was carried only by his calting vote, I had
been led by policy as well as inclination, to connect charity
with the other motives, which might induce the Englith
to favour my enterprize. I engaged to give a Hundred
Guineas to the family of the late Sir Bernard Turner; as

an
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an inducement to the Court of Afiftants, to grant me
the Artillery Ground to-reccive my company, and to
Jaunch my Machine. Another Court was called, which |
was neceflary to confirm the proceedings of the former ;
that was numeroufly attended, and the propofal again car-
ried by the cafting vote of Sir Watkin Lewis.

In confequence of this grant from the Honourable the
Artillery Company, I publifhed the following advertife-

ment.

GRAND AIR BALLOON,

With which Mr. Lunarpr, and an Excrisn GENTLE-,
MAN, are to afcend into the Atmofphere,

MR. LUNARDI is extremely happy to have it in

his power to inform. the public, that in confe-
quence of an application made to the honourable Artillery
Company, they have been fo kind as to accomedate him
with the ufe of their ground, for the purpofe of executing
the experiment he has undertaken, with this condition an-
nexed, that he fhall pay one bundred guineas to be added
to the fubfcription for the children of the late Sir Bernard
Turner: The very laudable and benevolent motive which
influenced the honourable company to make this demand,
was of itfelf fufficiently operative on the feelingsy tore-
move every objection on the part of Mr. Lunardi to a pro-
pofal that flowed from the impulfe of philanthropy and the
caufe of humanity, Mor, Lunardi withes to teltify his gra-

titude
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titude in the warmeft manner to the public, and will feel a
pleafure inexpreffible in being able, by their means, to
contribute to the relief of diftrefs, and in particular, that of
the family of fo refpectable an individual as Sir Bernard
Turner. He defires toreturn his fincere thanks to the Ho-
nourable Artillery Company, for the great civility he has
received from them, and particularly for the favour of re-
folving to appear under arms, for the purpole of prefer-
ving order and regularity on the day of his Balloon being
launched. He has the higheft fenfe of the honour they
intend him, and the additional fatisfation of acquaint-
ing the public, that the three avenues leading to and from'
the Ground, as well as the outfide of the gates, will be
guarded by the ferjeants of the City Militia and the Peace-
' Officers, in order to render the accefs to the Artillery
Ground eafy and convenient to his fublcribers, and to all
others who may be led to favour him with their prefence
on that day, which is determined to be Wednefday the
15th inftant, between Twelve and One o’clock, if the
weather permits,

As Mr. Lunardi is defirous to prevent confufion, he has
determined that no money fhall be taken at the gates of the
Artillery Ground, or any perfon admitted without tickets
which are now ifluing at the office adjoining to the Lyceum
at one guinea, half a guinea, and five fhillings,

Tickets, which have already been delivered for Chellea
Hofpital Garden, will admit the bearers into the Artillery

Ground,

At
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At this time upwards of twenty thoufand perfons had
attended the exhibition of the Balloon and apparatus at
the Lyceum ; and I had no doubt the proprietor of the
room, who had received the money, and who had made
fuch a bargain that the pecuniary advantage was to be his,
and the hazard and lofs to be mine, would immediately
enable me to fulfhll my agreement with the Artillery Com-
pany, and remove the Ballcon and apparatus to the
ground. But [ was miftaken, There are men like fharks,
who, by devouring, feem only to be rendered infatiable;
and thofe men are not peculiar to the Jewifh nation,

Jf there were not a probability that thefe letters may
appear in England, I would lay open the whole of this
tran’aétion, and the charalter of the man with whom [
unfortunately becdme conneéted. But though the Eng-
lith bozft of the liberty of the prefs, theyenjoy it with fuch
exceptions, as are difficult to be underftood by a ftranger.
Indeed it 1s not underftood by themfelves, for they are
ever debating the fubject. One of the exceptions to the
liberty of writing and fpeaking, and which nearly annihi-
lates it, is, thattruth conflitutes, or is at leaft an agpravation
of alibel. Satirifts therefore in this country, are {trictly
confined to falfchiod ; and in this, it is very poflible they
may yield obedience to a learned judge’s opinion of the
Jaw. It is poflible, however, that this celebrated law-
yer, being at the head of the King’s Bench, may only aim
to wrelt from the prefs the adjudication and punifhment
of every {pecies of delinquency 5 and that he confiders re-
ciprocal defamation and injury in the public papers, like
duelling, an appeal from the laws to the paflions of indivi
duals. Be this as it may, [ fhall err on the beft fide, if [

grrat all, by avoiding expreflions of refentment againft a
charaéter
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charaéler too infignificant for public notice, and too fixed
in its habits to be amended by reprehenfion, It will be
fufficient to fay, that he attempted to take cruel advantages
of my fituation, and propofed fuch conditions of affift-
ance as I muft have been infane to accept.

What to co in thefe circumflances1 was ata lofs to
imagine, Fatigue, agitation of mind, and that kind of
fhame which attendsa breach of promife, however invo-
luntary, induced meto {end an apology to the committee
of the Artillery Company, inflead of waiting on them
myfelf,” Conceiving this an attempt to deceive them, they
refcinded their former refolution refpecting the appearance
of the men under arins, and ordered the materials for fix-
ing and preparing the balloon which had been fent, to
be thrown out; unlefs I paid the hundred guineas the next
morning, and found fecurities in five hundred pounds to
indemnify the Artillery Company for any injury that might
be done to the premifes,

Difficulties generate difficulties. The man at the Ly-
ceum, apprized of the refolutions of the Artillery Com-
lian}r, lotked up my Balloon and apparatus, and declared
they fhould never be removed until I configned to bim a
moiety of all the poflible advantages which my prefentand
fz._r:zirg enterprizes of a fimilar kind might produce.——
Moderate oppreflion might have ruined me, Enormous
iz;juﬁicc_ roufes and interefts the generous and humane.
My cafe was foon known; I was enabled to fend the
money ; Sir Watkin Lewis and Mr: Kirwan were kind
enough to become fecurities to the Artillery Company.
“The magiftrates of the police took me under their protec-
tion; warranted me in forcibly wrefting my Balloon
out of the Lyceum, and alfo protected me in conveying

it
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it to the Artillery Ground on Tuefday, the 14th, under
a guard, which was ordered by Sir Sampfon Wright and
William Addington, Efq. in a manner that did honour
to_their perfonal as well as official charaéters,

Behold me—1 was going to fay—but I fhould be ex-
tremely forry you were to fee me, exhaulted with fatigue,
anxiety and diftr=fs, at the eve of an undertaking thart re-
quires my being collefted, cool, and eafy in mind. The
difficulties threwn in my way, have poliponed all my
preparations ; and indifpofed and exhaufted as 1 am, I
cannot avoid paving fuch attention to the opcrations of
this night, as will allow me but little fleep, De&lor
Fordyce is applying hisingenious apparatus to fill the Bals
loon. The procefs is admirable though flow; but, I
hope by attending to it all night, Ifhall keep my appoint-
ment with the public to-morrow.

Adicu, my honoured and refpe@able friend; my
health and fpirits are injured by a feries of unfortunate and
cruel incidents ; but if L fucceed 1 fhall be abundantly

rewarded.

I am fincerely and affectionately your’s,

Londen, Sept, 14, 1784. VINCENT LUNARDL

E LETTER
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My Dear Friewp, London, Wednefday, 15.

HE aufpicious morning is arrived; and I will write
T the occurrences of it as they arife, left any of thofe
fuppofed imp:fitilities over-take me, which have lately
haunted my defigns. I have no apprehenfion, but of the
populace ; which is here, as it is every where, an impetu-
ous, impatient and cruel tyrant. A difappointment is an
offence, whatever be the occafion; and offenders, in every
degree, are punithed with the fame fpecies of injuftice.
The prallicability of the experiment, though perfeétly
known to philofophers and men of letters, is not believed
by the populace; and I have their prejudices to remove at
the rifque of that refentment and violence, which Sir
George Howard did not chufe to encnunt&r, even at the
head of the veterans of the Britith army; which have made
the Artillery Company doubt, hefitate, refolve and re-
re-folve; and which will prevent thofe who would wifth
to encourage me from entering the ground.

Twelve o’Clock.

The view from the upper-appartments of the Artillery
Houfe, into which I fometimes retire, is ftriking and ex-
traordinary; and ferves to animate my imagination, for
fcenes more extenfive and picturefque which I fhall foon
furvey. :

The fear of the populace, in cafe of a difappointment,
has, as I expected, prevented my having much company in
the Artillery Ground. But the windows and roofs of the

fue-
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furrounding houfes ; fcaffoldings of various forms and con-
trivances, are crouded with well-drefled people; and form
a fingular, and to me very interefting fpectacle. They
have viewed for hours with fixed and filent attention, the
buftle around the apparatus and the gradual expanfion of
the Balloon. On my left, in a fquare, or rather parallelo-
gram, the largelt [ know in Europe, a part of the populace
of thisimmenfe place, is colleéled into one comprefled and
impenetrable mafs. 'The whole would {uggeft to a tyrant
the idea of a pavement of human heads; but I conceive
the rifque of going up in my Balloon trifling, compared
with that of attempting to walk on the living furface I
now contemplate, One hundred and fifty thoufand coun-
tenances have all one diretion; but I have reafon to be
anxious not to difappoint {uch a multitude, every one
of which has been wedged in a painful fituation the whole
morning. You will think me whimfical, perhaps, in
fixing my imagination, at this time, on a public inftitu-
tion of any kind, The principal area which contains
the populace, is bounded by an extenfive and noble build-
ing, devoted to the moft compaflionate and affedting of
all the offices of benevolence. It is a retreat for the in-
{ane, who are not judged incurable ; and it is called
Bedlam. The arrangement, extent and wholefomenefs
of the apartments, the afiiduity and care of the gover-
nors, phyficians and apothecaries, and the unabating li=
berality with which it is fupparted, render it an object of
univerfal refpect,  The figures of frenzy and melancholy
at its gate are celebrated throughout Europe, and are
deemed barely inferior to the admired produltions of
Greek {culpture.  'Which of thefe allegorical beings the
people have affigned as my patron, 1 have not learned. I
» i fuppofe
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fuppofe they may be divided ; but they agree in the
propriety of making my attempt near Bedlam, as the
event, in their opinion, will render it neceflary to convey
me there. How happy thould I be, 1f fome kind (pirit
would inftruét me, to emulate Aftolpho* on his flying
harl'e, and to explore thofe regions where the f{traying
wits of mortals betake themlclves | But this isn ta time
for even benevolent reveries, and [ indulge them in any
degree, to repel unwelmme appnh“nunns.

Half after One.

The time fixed for my departure is elapfed; but the
Balloon is not fuffi-i-n‘lv filled for the purpafe.  The po-
pulace have given fome intimations of mipaticnee; and T
may yet be pre-judged before T make my attempt.  The
prefence of the Prince of Wales; and the cbvious fatis-
faltion with which he views the progrefs of the preparations
may remove the fafpicion of deceit, and reftrain the im-
petucfity of the pcople. The condefcending affability
of the Prince, and the intereft he deigns to cxprefs, by re=
peated wifhes for the fafety of Mr. Biggin and me, are
pleaﬁng alleviations of my prefent anxiety. Hi: Royal
HIFIHJLH remains near the Apparatus, without going
to the company in the houfe. Thoie who attend him,
pay their court, and I dare fay, exprefs their real feati-
ments by anxietics for his fafety. They apprehend dan-
gers from the apparatus and from tumults—his Royal
Highnef: apprehends none, for he is really better informed,

* Vide drioffo’s Orlando Furisfo, where the Fnglifth Knight
s faid to have mounted to the moon, to bring back the wits of
Orlands—Query, Are not the fables of flying herfes, dragons,

&c. prefumptions that the Prmciple of Arr Balloons is not a
mudem difcovery ?

afks
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afks queftions with more judgment, and direftshis curio-
fity in a better manner than is ufual to perfons of his high
rank and his early years. He feems, now and then to ex~
‘prcfsl his withes for our fafety, as if not deftitute of doubt.
Indeed the whole company view us with a kind of regret,
as devoted perfons, whofe return is at leaft problematical,
This is pleafing to us, only as it is a proof of polite huma-
nity. We are not under the flighteft apprehenfions of dan-
ger, when once committed to the Balloon. I muit own, the
concern betrayed by the looks of my friends, though I know
it to be without reafon, has a confiderable effeét on me,
Prince Caramanico, my kind patron and benefaétor, is
evidently under fome apprehenfion; and I fhall remember
my whole life this unequivocal proof of his friendthip,
As thofe who intereft themfelves in my fate, bid me adieu,
in the moit expreflive, though filent manner, I thus take
my leave of you, Whatever becomes of me, I know this
teftimony of my refpectful regard will be affectionately
received by you. Adieu, my honoured friend, I will
anclud_e my letter on my return.

Friday Evening, 24th Septembens
I was this morning to have been prefented to the King,
but the anxiety and fatigue [ had endured, exhaufted my
ftrength and fpirits, in fuch a manner, as to occafion
a violent fit of ficknefs, which confined me to my bed, and
deprived me of the honour and fausfaction I had promifed
Lln}rfelf on the occafion.
~ This is the firlt moment fince my excurfion, T have
been able to take up my pen with the probability of
giving you an account of it; and I am determined -the
‘pott thall not go out this evening without it,
Gt A
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A little before two o'clock on Wednefday, Mr, Big-
gin and myfelf were prepared for our expedition. His
attention was allotted to the philofophical experiments and
obfervations, mine to the conduét of the Machine, and
the ufe of the vertical oars, in deprefling the Balloon at
pleafure,

T he impatience of the multitude made it unadvifeable
to proceed in fil'ing the Balloon, fo as to give it the force
it was intended to have. On ballancing that force with
weig'ts, it was fuppofed incapable of taking us up.
When the gallery was annexed, and Mr. Biggin and I
got into it, the matter was beyond doubt ; and whether
Mr. Biggin felt the moft regret in relinquifhing his defign,
or I in being deprived of his company, it may be difficult
to determine. But we were before a Tribunal, where an
inftantaneous decifion was neceflary ; for hefitation and
delay, would have been conftrued into guilt ; and the dif-
pleafure impending over us would have been fatal, if in one
moment he had not had the heroifm to relinquifh, and I
the refolution to go alone,

‘This event agitated my mind greatly ; a{maller galiery
was fubftituted ; and the whole undertaking being devolved
on me, I was preparing accordingly, when a fervant
brought me word, that an accident had befallen the Bal-
loon, which would prevent my intended voyage. I
haftened down, almoft deprived of my fenfes; and though
I was inftantly convinced, that the injury was trifling, I
could not recover the fhock in time, to recollect that I
fhould fupply myfelf with thofe inftruments for obferva-
tion which had been appointed to Mr. Biggin. 1 threw
myfelf into the gallery, determined to hazard no further
_ accidents that might confign me and the Balloon to the

fury
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fury of the populace, which I faw was on the point of
burfting. An affeting, becaufle unpremeditated teftimony
of approbation and intereft in my fate, was here givens
The Prince of Wales, and the whole furrounding affem-
bly, almoft at one inftant, took oft their hats, hailed my
refolution, and exprefled the kindeft and moft cordial
wifhes for my fafety and {uccefs.

At five minutes after two, the laft gun was fired, the
cords divided, and the Balloon rofe, the company returning
my fignals of adieu with the moft unfeigned acclama-
tions and applaufes. The effect was, that of a miracle,
on the multitudes which furrounded the place; and
they pafled from incredulity and menace, into the moft
extravagant expreflions of approbation and joy.

At the height of twenty yards, the Balloon was a little
deprefled by the wind, which had a fine effe& ; it held
me over the ground for a few feconds, and feemed to pauﬁ:
majeftically before its departure,

On difcharging a part of the ballaft, it afcended to the
height of two hundred yards, As a multitude lay before me
of a hundred and fifty thoufand people, who had not feen my
' afcent from the ground, 1 had recourfe to every ftratagem
to let them know I was in the gallery, and they literally rent
the air with their acclamations and applaufe. In thefe
ftratagems 1 devoted my flag, and worked with my oars,
one of which was immediately broken, and fell from me.
A pidgeon too efcaped, which, with a dog, and cat, were
the only companions of my excurfion.

When the thermometer had fallen from 68° to 6121
perceived a great difference in the temperature of the air.
1 became very cold, and found it neceflary to take a few
glafles of wine, I likewile eat the leg of a chicken, but

m}'
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my bread and other provifions had been rendered ulelefs,
by being mixed with the fand, which | carried as ballaft.

When the thermometer was at fifty, the effect of the
atmofphere, and the combination of circumftances around,
produced a calm delight, which is inexpreflible, and which
no fituation on earth could give. The ftillnefs, extent,
and magnificence of the fcene, rendered it highly awful.
My horizon feemed a perfect circle ; the terminating line
feveral hundred miles in circumference. This [ conjec-
turcd from the view of London; the extreme points of -
which, formed an angle of only a few degrees. It was fo
reduced on the great fcale before me, that I can find no
fimile to convey an idea of it. I could diftinguifh Saint
Paul’s, and other churches, from the houfes. I faw the
ftreets as lines, all animated with beings, whom [ knew
to be men and women, but which I fhould otherwife have
had a difficulty in defcribing. It was an enormous bee-
hive, but the induftry of it was fufpended. All the moving
mafs feemed to have no object but myfelf, and the tran-
fition from the fufpicion, and perhaps contempt of the
preceding hour, to the affctionate tranfport, admiration
and glory of the prefent moment, was not without its
effect on my mind, I recollecled the puns* on my name,
and was glad to find myfelf calm. I had foared from the
apprehenfions and anxieties of the Artillery Ground, and
felt as if I had left behind me all the cares and paffions
that moleft mankind.

Indeed, the whole fcene before me filled the mind with
a fublime pleafure, of which 1 never had a conception,

* In fome of the papers, witticifms appeared on the affinity
of, Lunatic & Lunardi,

The
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The critics imagine, for they feldom fpeak from expesi-
ence, that terror is an ingredient in every fublime fenfa-
tion. It was not poffible for me to be on earth, in 2 fitn-
tion fo free from apprehenfion. 1} had not she flightkell
fenfe of motion from the Machine, | knew not whether
it went fwiftly or flowly, whether it afcended or delcen-
ded, whether it was agitated or tranquil, but by the ap-
pearance or difappearance of obje&s on the earth, I mowed
to different parts of the gallery, | adjufted the furniture,
and apparatus. I uncorked my bottle, eat, drank, ard wrote,
juft as in my ftudy. “Fhe height had not th= effeét, which
a much lefler degree of it has near the earth, that of pro-
ducing giddinefs. The broom-fticks of the witches,
Arioftos’s flying-horfe, and even Milton’s fon-beam, con-
veying the angel to the earth, have all an idea of effort,
difficulty, and reftraint, which do not affect a voyage in
the Balloon.

Thus tranquil, and thus fituated, how fhall [ deferibe
to }'du a view, fuch as the antients fuppofed Jupiter to
have of the earth, and to copy which there are ne terms
in any language. The gradual diminution of objeéls,
and the mafles of light and fhade are intelligible in oblique
and common profpects. Buthere every thing wore a new
appearance, and had anew effect. The face of the coun-
try had a nii‘ld and permanent verdure, to which Italy is
a ftranger.  Thc variety of cultivation, and the accyracy
with which property is divided, give the idea ever prefent
to a ftranger in England, of goad civil laws and ap equi-
table adminiftration = the rivers meandering ; the fea glifj~
ning with the rays of the fun; the immenfe diftrict beneath

me Ipotted with cities, towns, villages and heufes, pouring
k et
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out their inhabitants to hail my appearance: you will
allow me fome merit at not having been exceedingly in=
toxicated with my fituation,

To prolong the enjoyment of it, and to try the
effe@ of my only oar, I kept myfelf in the fame pa-
rallel refpeting the earth, for nearly half an hour, But
the exercife having fatigued, and the experiment having
fatisfied me, I laid afide my oar, and again had recourfe
to my bottle ; this [ emptied to the health of my friends
and benefadtors in the lower world, All my affections
were alive, in a manner not eafily to be conceived,
and you may be affured that the fentiment which feemed
to me moft congenial to that happy fituation was grati-
tude and friendfhip. I will not refer to any fofter
paffion. I fat down and wrote four pages of defultory
ﬁbfervatiuns, and pinning them to a napkin, committed
them to the mild winds of the region, to be conveyed to
my honoured friend and patron, Prince Caramanico.

During this bufinefs I had afcended rapidly ; for,
on hearing the report of a“gun, fired in the Artil-
lery Ground, 1 was induced to examine the ther=
mometer, and found it had fallen to 32% The Bal-
loon was fo much inflated as to afflume the form of an
oblong fpheroid, the fhorteft diameter of which wasin a
line with me, though I had afcended with it in the fhape
of an inverted cone, and wanting nearly Qe third of
its full compliment of air. Having no valve, 1 could
only open the neck of the Balloon ; thinking it barely
pofible that the ftrong rarefalion might force out fome
of the inflammable air. The condenfed vapour around
its neck was frozen, though I found no inconve-

' nience
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ticnce from the cold. The earth, at this point, ap-
peared like a boundlefs plain, whofe furface had va-
riegated fhades, but on which no objeét could be ac-
curately diftinguifhed,

I then bad recourfe to the utmoft ufe of my fingle oar;
by hard and perfevering labour I brought myfelf within
three hundred yardsof the earthi, and moving horizontally,
fpoke threugh my trumpct to fome country people, from
whom I heard a confufed noife in reply,

At half after three o’clock, I defcended in a corn field,
on the common of South Mimms, where I landed the
cat ¥, The poor animal had been fenfibly affected by the
cold, during the greateft part of the voyage. Here I might
have terminated my excurfion with fatisfaction and ho-
nour to myfelf; for though I was not deftitute of ambition,
to be the firft to afcend the Englith atmofphere, my great
oltject was to alcertain the effet of oars, acting verti-
cally on the air. I had loft one of my oars, but by the
ufe of the other I had breught myfelf down; and was per-
fectly convinced my invention would anfwer. This,
though a fingle, was animportant objeét, and my fatisfac-
tion was very great in baving proved its utility, The
fatigues and anxiety 1 have endured, might have induced
me to be content with what I had done, and the people
_about me were very reacy to aflilt at my difembarkation ¢
but my affections were afloat, and im unifon with the
whole country, whole tranfport and admiration feemed

® Atieflations of particular circumflances in this litter bawve
been received fince it was awritten, which the reader may fee an-
nexed, in the manner of au Appendix.
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toundlefs. T bid them therefore keep clear, and T would
gratify them by afcending direftly in their view.

My general courfe to this place, was {fomething more
than one point to the weftward of the north. A gentle.
man on horfeback approached me, but I could not (peak
to him, being intent on my re-afcenfion, which I effedt-
ed, after moving horizontally about forty yards. As I
‘afcended, one of the balluftrades of the pallery gave
way ; but the circumftance excited no apprehenfion of
danger. [ threw out the remainder of my ballaft and
provifions, and agsin refumed my pen. My afeenfion was
fo rapid, that before I had written half a page, the ther-
‘mometer had fallen to 2g° The drops of water that
adhered to the neck of the bailoon were become like
cheyftals. At this point of elevation, which was the
higheft I attained, I finifhed my letter, and faftening it
with a cork-fcrew to my handkerchief, threw it down,
I likewife threw down the plates, knives and forks, the
little fand ;that remained, and an empty bottle, which
took fome time in difappearing. I now wiote the laft of
my difpatches from the clouds, which I fixed to a leathern
belt, and fent towards the earth. It was vilible to me
on igs paflage, for feveral minutes, but I was myfelf in~
fenfible of motion from.the Machine itfelf, during the
whole voyage. T'he earth appeared as before, like an ex-
tenfive plain, with the fame vamagated furface ; but the
objelts rather lefs diftinguifhable. The ciouds to the
ealtward rolled beneath me, in malles immenfely larger
than the waves of the ocean. ] therefore did not miftake
them for the fea. Contrafted with the effe@s of the fun
on the earth and water beneath, they gave a grandeur to
the whole fcene which no fancy can deferibe, | again be

Ly took
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ook mylelf to my oar, in order to deicend; and 'b}:; the
hawd labour of fifteen or tuenty minutes 1 accomplithed
my dfign, when my firength was nearly exhaufted. My
principal care was to avoid a violent concuffion at land-
ing, and in this my good fortune was my friend.
‘Attwenty minutes paft four ldefcended in a fpacious
meadow, #n the parith of Stendon, near Ware, in Hert-
fordfhire. Some labourers were at work init., I requeft-
ed their efliftance ; they exclaimed, they would have no-
thing to do with one who came in the Devil’s houfe, or
on the Devil’s horfe (I could noi diftinguith which of
the phrafes they uled) and no intreaties could prevail on
them to approach me. [ at!laft owed my deliverance to
the {pitit and generofity of a female. A young woman, :
who was likewife in the field, took hold of a cord which
1 had thrown cut, and calling to the men, they yielded
that affiftance to her requeft which they had refufed to
wmine. A croud of people from the neighbourhood foon af-
fembled, who very obligingly affified me to difembark,
General Smith was the firft gentleman who overtook me—
i am much indebted to his politenels—he kindly affilted in
fecuring the Balloon, haviag folloewed me on horfeback
from London, as did feveral other gentlemen, amongft
whom were Mr. Crane, Capt. Connor, and Mr, Wright,
The inflammable air was let out by an incifion, and pro-
duced a2 moll offenfive ftench, which is faid to have affedi-
ed the atmofphere of the neighbourhcod. The apparatus
was committed to the care of Mr. Hollingfworth, who ob-
ligingly offered his fervice, Ithen procceded with General
Smith, and feveral other gentlemen to the Bull Inn at
Ware. On my arrival, [ had the honour to be introduced
to William Baker, Efg. Member for Hertford in the laft
parliament,
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My Dear Frienp,

Should, atthis time, have as much difficulty in de.

feribing the effe& of my fuccefs, on the whole Eng-
lith nation, as I had in conveying to you an idea of the
apprehenfion and diftrefs 1 fel, left any untoward circum-
ftances fhould prevent or defeat my undertaking,

The intereft which the fpe&tators took in my vc:n}ragﬁ
was fo great, that the things I threw down were divided
and preferved, as our people would relicks of the moft cele-
brated faints. ~And a gentlewoman, miftaking the oar for
my perfon, was fo affeCied with my fuppofed deftruétion,
that the died in a few days, T his circum{tance being men-
tioned on Saturday, when I had the honour of dining with
the Judges, Lord Mayor, Recorder and Sheriffs of London,
I was very politely requelted by one of the Judges, not
to be concerned at the involuntary lofs I had occafioned ;
that I had certainly faved the life of a young man who
might poffibly be reformed, and be to the public a com-
penfation for the death of the lady. For thejury was de-
liberating on the fate of a criminal whom after the ut-
moft allowance for fome favourable circumftances, they
muft have condemned, when the Balloon appeared, and
a general inattention and confufion enfued. The jury
was perplexed with confiderations on the cafe, which their
curiofity would not {uffer them to weigh, and being under
a neceflity to determine before they departed, they tosk
the favourable fide, and acquitted the criminal immediate.
ly ¢ on which the court was adjourned to indulge itfelf in
ebierving fo novel a fpectade,

1 men-
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I mention thefe things as they may prepare you for the
reception I was honoured with on my return to Londom,
No voyager from the moft interefling and extenfive difco-
veries ; no conqueror from the moft important victories,
was ever enquired for with more folicitude, or welcomed
with gn‘:atf:r joy. The houfe of Prince Caramanico, had
been befieged by multitudes early and late to have fome
account of my fafety, or to applaud my return.

You may fuppofe when I came to town, I haftened te
Prince Caramanico, who received me with every mark of
affection and condefcending friendfhip.

Here circumitances of gratulation and joy crouded om
me every hour, I was flattered by learning that whilel
hovered over London, his Majefty was in conference with
his principal minifters, On being informed that I was
pafling, the King faid, * We may refume our deliberations
» on the fubject before us at pleafure, but we may never
¢ fee poor Lunardi again.” The conference broke up, and
his Majefty attended by Mr, Pitt and other great officers
of ftate, viewed me through telefcopes while I remained
in their horizon,

I had received infults which I thought cruel by perfons
whofe houfes over-looked the ground, who erected feaf-
folds and let out their rooms, fo as to deprive me of a
chance of having my expences defrayed. 1 was no fooner
returned, but fome of thefe people haftened to attone for
their mif-apprehenfions of me. They had confulered and
treated me as an impoftor., My afcenfion, as a charm,
diffipated their ill opinion, and gave them an enthufiafm
in my favour. 1 am offered the houfes and fcaffoldings
for my own ufe, if I chufe to exhibit again. Thefe

things
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things thew the importance of fuccefs in all undertakings

which are not thoroughly underftood by the multitude. [
am introduced, not only into private families, but into pub=
lic inflitutions with the moft advantageous and flattering
diftinflions. The civilities of the Lord Mayor, the Judges,
and other Magiftrates, led me into the Courts of Law;
and though I had made them objeéts of curiofity, I had
never attended trials in circumftances fo favourableto. ins
formation. Every precaution which the wildom of maa
can devife, feems to be taken here, to adminifter equal
Juftice between all contending parties, The Judges are
appointed by the King, but rendered independent by an
ample provifion for their fupport, and by the tenure of
their places, for life, DBut the peculiar bappinefs of
Englifh jurifprudence, is the appointment of juries from
the neighbourhood of every offender to adjudge his parti_
cular cafe. The hint is taken from the appointment of
judges in the courts of the Praztors, in the Roman re-
public: but thofe judges were chofen wholly from the ci-
tizens of Rome, In England every difpute is decided bY¥.
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who are obliged té
attend the parties to the affizes, becaufe they alone are ca-
pable of determining the nature of their actions, from a
knowledge of their circumitances and characters. It is
extraordinary, that Rome, who gave the firft hints of
this admirable mode of trial, fhould be infenfible to its
advantages, and perhaps ignorant of its exiftence.

My fame has not been fparingly diffufed by the news=
papers, which in England are the barometers of publie
opinion ; often erroneous, as otherinftruments are, in theip
particular informations, but yielding the beft that can be

G obtained
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obtained. You will imagine the importance of thefe ve«
hicles of knowledge, when you learn, that in London alone,
there are printed no lefs than a hundred and fixty thoufand
papers weekly, which by a ftamp on each paper, and a
duty on advertifements, bring into the treafury of the na-
tion upwards of eighty thoufand pounds a year. T hey
are to the Englith conftitution, what the cenfors were to
that of ancient Rome. Minifters of ftate are checked
and kept in awe by them; and they freely, and often
judicioufly, expofe the pretenfions of thofe who would
harrafs government, meerly to be taken into its fervice,
But the principal reafon of their extenfive circulation
is, the information and entertainment they afford an opu-
lent people, who have leifure and inclination to intereft
themfelves in all pwblic occurrences. On this account,
the conductors of news-papers feize every opportunity of
conveying the earlieft information of all the events that
take place in the kingdom, and though they muft be often
miftaken, yet the dexterity with which they trace all
fources of Intelligence is fuch, that they are generally
right.

I have reafon to thank the managers of all the papers, for
their candour and partiality to me, I {end you an account
from one of them, written and publifhed within a few hours
after my defcent, founded only on immediate obfervation
and conjecture, You will, thereby, form your opinion,
of the attention and induftry employed in thefe prints,
on all fimilar, and indeed on all interefting occafions, and
you may amufe yourflelf by comparing their conjectures
with facts,

MORNING
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Thur[day, September 161h, 1784.

L,UNARDI’s AERIAL EXCURSION.

e T T ——

To combat the prejudices of a nation, and the in-
credulity of mankind, efpecially when deterred by exam-
ples of refentment in confequence of deception or mif=
fortune; when awed by the danger incurred in experi-
ment, and the uncertaiirty of fuccefs in the proje&, muft
certainly require the greateft effort of human refolution.
Whilft we are recolleting the occafion, which colleéted
one-tenth of the inhabitants of the metropolis within the
optical powers of an individual, we cannot help indulging
ourfelves in thefe eccentric refleCtions. The aérial voy-
age which has long been propofed by Mr. Lunardi, was
appointed for yefterday, and perhaps the Englith nation
never witnefled upon any occafion whatever, fuch a num-
ber of perfons collelted together, and fo /ftily difplayed as
were to be feen in the envirens of Moorfields ; not a plain,
or aneminence, a window or a roof, a chimney or a ftee-
ple, within the view of Bedlam, but were prodigioufly
thronged——About half paft one o’clock, the Prince of
Woales arrived in the Artillery Ground, and after receiving
the falusations of the Gentlemen of the Artillery, though
not a la militaire but en obeiffance cap-a-pée, his Royal
Highnefs having exprefled a with to difpenfe with military
attentions ; he viewed the apparatus of the Balloon and re-
tired to the Armory Houfe, which was occupied by par-
fons who had liberally paid the adventurer for their

; Ga admiffion ;
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admiffion ; we were forry indeed to obferve that fuch
gén::ral advantages had been taken by the neighbour-
hood, of farming their windows, and for benchts
which were due only to the novelty and fpirit of the en-
terprize. About a quarter before two o’clock the Balloon
was fufficiently filled and clofed, and the gallery and other
apparatus prepared to be fufpended; buton Mr. Lunardi,
and his intended companion, whom we underftand to be
Mr. Biggin, a young gentleman of fortune and enter-
prize, having taken their fituations, and finding that the
Machine was unequal to their weight, it was determined
that Mr. Lunardi thould afcend alone. A cannon having
been fired as a preparotary fignal, Mr. Lunardi haying
embraced his friends, and all matters being adjufted, a
fecond cannon was fired as the fignal of alcenfion. In-
fenfible muft that heart be which did not feel itfelf anxi-
ous and interefted at that moment for the fate of him, who

intrepidly flepped into his feat, and, Phzton-like, feized

the reins which were to guide the Chariot of the Sun.
About five minutes after two o’clock, the Machine was
launched ; and as if dreading the courfe it had to run, and
unwilling to proceed, after having mounted about twelve
yards; it reclined to its native earth; but roufed by ama
bition, and. the fpirit of philefophical refearches, Mr, Lu-
nardi rebuked its fear, and gave its fwiftnefs to its airy
flight. He took his feat in the gallery with great com«
pofure and confidence on the Balloon’s being launched ;
but finding himfelf too equally poized, he readily difchar-
ged part of his ballaft, which confifted of fmall bags of
white dry fand, and by that means relieved his weight,
and caufed a regular and moft beautiful afcenfion. After.
e had cleared the buildings, fubje@ to the direction of
e geadn the

= =,
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the eafterly wind, he faluted the populace with great ele-
gance and gallantry, by waving a blue flag, which he had
taken for that purpofe, and feemingly bidding them a friendly
adieu, The gallery was formed of an upright four-feet
fquare, and netted with a ftrong cord, about breaft high,
but quite open at the top. After this falutation, for the
fpace of five minutes he dropt his flag with an air of fecu-
rity, and having feated himfelf, tock to his oars; but as we
fince learn, finding they comprefled the wind too much, he
difengaged one, which was taken up about Smithfield;
at that time his friends were alarmed for the confequence.
Steering at this moment due weft, he fuddenly tacked to-
wards the north, and with little variations, according to
the altitude he obtained, till he feemed by degrees to eftab-
lifh that direétion, his progrels feemed excesdingly eleva-
ted and fwift, although the Balloon appeared under maf-
terly management; we viewed this object, neverthelefs,
diftin&tly for one hour and twenty minutes, with a mixture
of anxiety and delight, not unallayed, however, by a
friendly dread for the ultimate effet, until we were this
moment relieved by the following intelligence from very
good authority, viz. That Mr. Lunardi lowered himfelf
towards the earth near Barnet, but not approving the fitu-
ation, and finding he had the command of his machine, he
difcharged a part of his ballaft, and purfued his courle
until he arrived over Collier’s-hill, five miles beyond
Ware in Hertfordfhire, at twenty-five minutes paft four
o’clock; there he alighted, and was received by the neigh-
bourhood with tefiimonies of admiration; he afterwards
returned to town, where no doubt, his friends, andlevei-y
true lover of courage and merit will receive him with
friendfhip and refpect. His companions in this advena

trous
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trous voyage were a dog and cat, the.latter was defkroyed,
and the dog was almoft fpent by the feverity of cli-
mates thro’ which they paffed, Mr, Lunardi himfelf was,
of courfe, affected by the change of elements, as may be
readily conceived by thofe who are told, that Icicles were
hanging on his cloaths,

Such were the incidents of yefterday, and we heartly
wifh that the effe€ts may be valuable to the projeclor; every
Eoglifhman fhould feel an emulation to reward him ; for
uncertain as the good to be derived from fuch an excurfion
may be thought, yet it becomes the noblenefs of our na-
ture to encourage them. Difcoveries beyond the reach of
human comprehenfion at prefent, may by perfeverance be
accomplifliid. Emulation and induflry are a debt which
isdue to pofterity, and he who thrinks from innovation is
not his country’s friend, Encouragement is the {pur to
eiculation, and emulation the parent frequently of excel-
lence; let Mr. Lunardi therefore be refcued by a generous,
public out of the hands of a Villain, who has emphatically.
been defcribed, as being indultrious only in matters where-
in honeft men would be athamed, but to whom Mr,
Lunardi has been a dupe in this undertaking, and injured

inftead of being benefited by the danger he has encouns
tered.

B L e e R R e T MR s

On #he Sunday immediately after my return, I had the
honor of waiting on Sir James Wright, who had been
politely folicitous to give me teftimonies of his approbaticn..
He had the goodnefs to reprefent to his Majefly that I
wifhed to lay an account of my voyageat his Majefty’s feet;
who appointed Fridey for my attendance at St. James’se

On
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- On Wednefday Sir James Wright took me. te court,
The drawing-room was very crouded, it being the Anni-
verfary of the King’s Coronation. I was furrounded with
the minifters of {tate, and the nobility, when the Prince of
Woales entered the drawing-room, my perfon was pointed

out to him by one of the fecretaries of ftate, on which he faid
in the lively and familiar manner which is peculiar to him,
“ O Mr. Lunardi, | am very glad to fee youalive,” Asa
proof of the attention of this amiable prince, I muft let
you know he did me the honour to fend his Equerry to fay,
he obferyed at my afcenfion, I had not a watch delcribing
feconds of time, as I was under a neceflity of borrowing
one from Mr, Aubert, who has fince honoured me with his
friendly attention, and that his Royal Highne's had ordered
his watch-maker to take my directions for fuch a one as
might be ufeful to me another time. On mentioning this
circumftance to Prince Caramanico, he immediately faid,
I might want fuch a watch before that which was ordered
by the Prince of Wales could be ready; and taking out his
own, prefented it to mein the kindeft manner imaginable,
‘The rumour that I bad funk a confiderable fum of mo-
ney by the adventure was foon circulated, and fubfcrip-
tions have been opened in feveral parts of London for my ad-
vantage, but with what effect I mult not yet prefume to
judge.

But you will wonder, perhaps, that I fhould think it ne-
ceflary en this occafion to become an author. Spurious ace

counts, and mifreprefentations of my excurfion, have been
publifhed by bookfellers of fome confideration here, They
have been reprebended freely and perhaps feverely by my
publifher; who is very warm and zealous for my intereft;
and who fuggefted to me the plan of revifing and publithing
my letters to you, as neceflary to the reputation of my un-

dertaking;



[ 48 ]

dertaking; and likely to be conducive to my advantage,
He is a man of fpirit and judgment in his profeflion, whofe
name is already familiar to you and all the world, by his
compleat and beautiful edition of the Englith poets. I
have yielded to his advice, and entertain the fulleft cunfi-
dence that under his direCtion—my enterprize will not be
dithonoured. He is now foliciting the attention of the
public towards a new edition of Shak{pere’s works, which,
by the elegance of the fpecimen ke has produced, promifes
to render an author, whofe cenius is here deemed only
fhort of infpiration, celebrated in all parts of the world,
not exempting thole where his native language is not un-
derftood, Permit me, as a mark of gratitude, to re-
commend that work, in its infant ftate, to your protection
and encouragement. I have taken the liberty of entering
your name as a fubfcriber, and hope foon to have the
pleafure of adding many more by your means.

Moft of my time is now taken up with the exhibitien of
the Balloon, and indeed of myfelf, for the principal curio-
fity is to fee me, at the Pantheon, which is one of the largeft
and moft fplendid rooms in Europe. It is difficult to ima-
gine any thing more pleafing than the folicitude which mul
titudes of beautiful women exprefs concerning dangers that
are paft, and the heroifm of others who wifh to accompany
me in my fecond tour. I receive the compliments and
congratulations of two or three thoufand perfons in a day.
You muft not wonder if I conceive an opinion of my own
confequence and become vain. I have been made an ho-
norary member of the Artillery Company, in whofe uni-
form 1 accompanied Sir James Wright this morning,
to lay before his Majefty a fhort account of my Excurfion,

I was received in the moft gracious manner. The
King took my account talked to me about five minuteson
the fubject of my afcenfion, I have -



£ 40 1

I have led you, my dear friend, through my apprehen-
fions, difficulties and anxieties, to the completion of al-
moft all my wifhes refpeting the firft attempt I made to
place myfelf on the records of fame,

It has been no fmall affiftance to me that I bave ever
withed not to dithonour your care, advice and friendfhip;
and it heightens every gratification that 1 can always fub=
join,

1 am, your fincere and affeGtionzte friend,
VINCENT LUNARDI

I wrote three letters, while on my excurfion in the at-
mofphere, and I had feveral inducements to employ myfelf im
that manner. R proved the aflonifbing evennefs and _{mmtb?
nefs of the motion; and, by throwing dowm any information of
anyfelfs there was a chance of its falling into the hands of my
friends, and relieving their anxiety concerning my fafety, and
the flate of my [pirits and mind. '

The following is the fubflance of my fecond letter, wbicb was
very obligingly conveyed to me by Caf~
maijors Efg; whe found ity not wvery far from the wmile
Jlone an Northaw Commen, while out a jbooting, and I now
infert it in this account as an additional proof of the felicity with
which I perfarmed the whole voyage.

A"D'D R E S 8 E D
To any perfon or perfons who may pick up this letter,
- My Degr Friend or Friends.

THE anxiety which my acquaintance fhewed at my
departure, makes it neceflary to aflure them, that
my fituation is, at this moment, the happieft of my life,

H The
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The relief of my mind, and the accomplifhment of my
purpofe,which I now fee is praticable in all relpe&ts,concur
with the temperature of the air, and the magnificence of
profpe&, to footh and gratify my mind with the higheft
delight. The thermometer is at go?; and I will keep
myfelf in this ftation till three o’clock, I fhall then alcend
higher, to try the effect of a different aérial climate, as
well as to put my oar to a fair trial,

I beg the perfon or perfons who may take up this letter,
to take notice of the time and place, and to convey either
the letter or the contents of it to my kind friend and pa-
tron, Prince Caramanico, No. 56, in New Bond .Street;
to Sir Jofeph Banks, Soho-Square, or to Do&or For-
dyce, Eflex-Street, to whom I have many and great obli-
gations, and who may have the goodnefs to be concerned,
if they thould foon learn I am chearful and well.,

I am particularly anxious, that the eariieft infurmatilon
of me fhould be given to George Biggin, Efg. Effex-
Street, the lofs of whofe company is the only abatement
of my prefent joy ; but I hope for that pleafure another
time. (s

My defire to convey fome news of me is from an opi-
nion, that my deflcent may not be effected immediately,
or within the diftance of forty or fifty miles. In that
cafe I might not be able to convey them any letter or
meflage in time to fave them uneafinefs on my account,
It is now exaclltly three o’clock, the air has a mildnefs apd
fweetnefs I never experienced, and the view before me is
heavenly. Happy England ! I fee reafons to hail thy

peculiar felicity !
: Farewell,

VINCENT LUNARDI.
APPENDIX,

©
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To VINCENT LUNARDI, Ej.
1

Send you this by my fervant, that I may learn from '
I yourfelf what 1 am extremely anxious to hear, that
your health has not fuffered by your late fatigues, that
your Balloon arrived in London without injury, and at
the fame time te acquaint you with the further fteps I
have taken in your bufinefs.

Yefterday morning I made to the very fpot where your
Balloon in its paflage touched the ground, and where your
cat was landed, and with the afliftance of feveral people
who were witnefles, particularly of a perfon whom you
may recollect to have been near the Balloon at the time
on horfeback, and of the very girl who picked up the cat,
have afcertained the place with a fufficient precifion,
They pointed out the part allo where your grapple drag-
ged, and mentioned fome other circumftances, the moft
of which I propofe to collet into a formal depofition,
and fhall attend them again to-day to obtain their morg
folemn confirmation of the facts,

Yefterday, at my requeft, five of the harveft-men,
mentioned in the depofition of Elizabeth Brett (which
you have with you) attended me here, and have in the
fame formal mode depoled to the time, manner, and place
of your laft defcent, and to the faét of their coming ta
the affiftance of Elizabcth Brett, as ftated by her. This
depofition fhall accompany the other, which I am to take

H2 to-day,
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to-day, and you will make fuch ufe of them as you may
find meceflary, 1 cannot, however, avoid faying, that
admiration 2nd affonithment feem fo theroughly to have
taken pofleflion of all ranks of people inftead of that
facredulity which your friend, Mr. Sheldon, apprehended,
that thefe fupplemental proofs are hardly required, I€
finally they fhould, however, be thought requifite, it
will give me particular pleafure in having procured them.
Whatever you may be advifed by your Friends in London
to give to the public, will, I have nodoubt, be well con-
fidered, It cannot be detailed in terms too plain and fim-
ple. You muft be fenfible that the facor de parier here
and in France are extremely different, and that truth has
never received advantage from unneceflary ornament.
You will recollect too, that the account will be read by
thoufands, who were not witnefles of the fadts. You
will make fuch ufe of the fubjoined memorandum as you
think neccflary.

Your general courfe from the fpot of your departurey
in the Artillery Ground, to that of your firft defcent,
was fomething more than one point on the compafs to the
weftward of the north, and the general courfe of your
fecond voyage was thrce points on the campafls to-the
eaftward of the north from the place of your firft depar-
ture, or fomething more than four points on the compafs
to the ealtward of the north from the place of your firft
defcent ; oblerve, 1 fpeak of your general courfe, with a
reference to the beft maps which 1 have by me. What
deviations or traverfes you might make from time to time
in both voyages, as you certainly muft have made manyy
you will beft judge. As a proof of this, you will recols

iedk that the feld in which the laft letter with the bele
annexed
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annexed was found, lies about one mile and a half to the
eaftward, being a point to the fouth of the fpot where
you finally landed : if, therefore, the belt and letter
dropped in any thing like a perpendicular direction, the
courfe you took after the dropping of this letter muft
have been weft with a point to the north., I mention this
by the bye for your coniideration.

With refpect to the identical fpots on which you made
the two defcents you may wifh to know the literal fact,

That where you made your firft defcent, that is, where
your galiery came to the ground, and where, or near to
which, you put out the cat, is alarge ploughed ficld,

belonging to John Hunter, Efq. of Gubbins, in the
county. of Hertford. The field itfelf is part of the
lately inclofed common of North Mimms, in the manor
of the Duke of Leeds. The ficld is about half a mile to
the eaftward ot the fixteen-mile flone, on the road lead= -
ing from London to Hatfield, and adjoining to the road
Jeadinz from the faid turnpike-road, to the northward on
the left. The particular fpot in the field is on the eaft fide,
very near to the boundary line between the manors of
Northaw and North Mimms. For the prefent 2 common

hedge-ftike only marks the fpot, but with your leave and
the permiflion of Mr, Hunter, I propofe to eret a flone
there, with a fuitable infcription to record the fadt; as 1
fhall likewife do on the fpot of your laft defcent, if, asl
have rio doubt, I can obtain permiffion of the proprictor,
It is remarkable that the field where you made your firlk
defcent iscalled Etna, from the circumitance which attend-
ed the late inclofure, of a large quantity of roots, rubbifh,
&:c. having been collected there, and having continued
burning for many days. The common people having

heard
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heard of a burning mountain in Italy, gave the field that
name, You hardly conceived, when you dropped, thag
you was fo near to any thing that had connexion with
Naples.

The place of your final defcent is imperfe@ly defcribed
in Elizabeth Brett’s depofition, but is in faét as there
ftated, in the parith of Stondon, about half a mile to the
northward of the twenty-four mile ftone, on the road
that leads from London to Cambridge, through Ware

and Puckeredge.
- If you wifh to have any further converfation with me,

on thefe matters, I can come to London conveniently
after Wednefday next, and will attend you with pleafure,
if you give me notice.

. The inclofed fcraps of paper were found in the field
where you firft defcended, near the part where your grap-
ple took up the corn. Whether you threw them from

the Balloon you wi!l recollect. |
. I have no tidings of the two firft letters—probably

to-day 1 may hear fomething of them, as [ fhall meet
many perfons aflembled from different parts of the

country
Adieu,

Moft fincerely yours,
W. BAKER.

Bayford, near Hertford, Scptember 18, 1784.

The
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The voluntary declaration and depofition on oath, of
NAaTHANIEL WHITBREAD of Swanley Bar, farmer, in
the parifh of Nerth Mimms, in the County of Hertford,
Yeoman,

THIS Deponent, on his oath, faith, that being on
Wednefday the 15th day of September inftant, between
the hours of three and four in the afternoon, in a certain
field called Etna, in the parifh of North Mimms aforefaid,
he perceived a large Machine failing in the air, near
the place where he was on horfeback ; that the Ma-
chine continuing to approach the earth, the part of itin
which this Deponent perceived a gentleman ftanding, came
to the ground, and" dragged a fhort way on the ground
in a {flanting direction ; that the time when the Machine
thus touched the earth, was, as near as this Deponent
could judge, about a quarter before four in the afternoon,
That this Deponent being on horfeback, and his horfe
reftive, he could not approach nearer to the Machine than
about four poles, but that he could plaiﬁ!y perceive therein
a gentleman drefled in light coloured cloaths, holding in
his hand a trumpet, which had the appearance of filver or
bright Tin. That by this time {everal harveft men coming
vp from the other part of the field, to the number of
twelve men and thirtcen women, this Deponent called
to them to endeavour to ftop the Machine, which the
men attempted, but the gentleman in the Machine defiring
them to defift, and the Machine moving with confiderable
rapidity, and clearing the earth, went off in a North
direion, and continued in fight at a very great height
for near an hour afterwards. And this Deponent fur-
¢her faith, that the part of the Machine in which the gen-

tleman
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tleman ftood, did not actually touch the ground for more
than half a minute, during which time the gentleman
threw out a parcel of what appeared to this deponent as
dry fand. That after the Machine, had afcended again
from the earth, this Deponent perceived a grapple with
four hooks, which hung from the bottom of the Machine,
dragging along the ground, which carried up with it into
the air a fmall parcel of loofe oats, which the women
were raking in the field. And this Deponent further ony
his oath faith, that when the Machine had rifen clear
from the ground about twenty yards, the gentleman fpoke
to this deponent and the reft of the people with his trum-=
pet, withing them good bye, and faying that he fhould
foon go out of fight, And this deponent further on his
oath faith, that the Machine in which the gentleman
came down to the earth, appeared to confift of two diftinck
parts connected together by ropes, namely, that in which
the gentleman appeared to be, a ftage boarded at the bot=
tom, and covered with netting and ropes on the fides,
about four feet and a half high, and the other part of the
Machine appeared in the fhape of an urn, about thirty feet
high, and of the fame diameter, made of canvafs, like oi}
fkin, with green, red, and yellow ftripes,

NATHANIEL WHITBREAD,

Sworn before me this twwentseth
day of Septembery 1784. .
WILLIAM BAKER,

The
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_ The voluntary declaration and depofitions on oath, of
Witriam HARPER, of the Parith of Hatfield, in the
tﬁunty of Hertford, Labfrqrcr_, and of Mary BurTER-
FIELD, of Parith of North Mimms, in the County of Herta
ford, Spihn{tﬁr,

THIS Deponent William Harper, on his oath, faith,
- that as he was mowing oats in a certain ficld, called Etna,
in the Parith of North Mimms, in the County of Hertford,
on Wednefday the 15th of this inftant September, be-
tween three and four o’clock in the afternoon, in com-

pany with Thomas Blackwell, Thomas Moore, John'
Richardfon, and feveral others, he perceived a large Ma-

chine hovering in the air, and gradually approaching the
ground, near the boundary line of the Manors of Northaw
and North Mimms ; that on his approaching the Machine,
in company of the perfons aforementioned, the Machine

which had then pafled the faid boundary line, touched the
earth in the faid field, called Etna, And this Deponent
being then at the diftance of four or five poles from the
~{ame, -plainly perceived a gentleman in the lower part
of the faid Machine, drefled in light coloured cloaths, and
a cocked up hat, who, on the Machine tcuching the
ground, threw out a parcel of duft, or white {fand ; that
immediately the Machine mounted again into the air, and
went off in a North direétion, that while the Machine
continued touching the ground, Mr, Nathaniel Whit-
" bread, who was likewife prefent on horfeback, defired
this Deponent, and the reft who were prefent to ftop the
faid Machine, which fome of them, and in particular
‘Thomas Blackwell attempted to do, but the gentleman

1 defiring

- .
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defiring them not to ftop the Machine, they defifted.
And this Deponent Mary Butterfield, on her oath, faith,
that (he ‘was raking oats in the faid ficld called Ftna, on

Wednefday the 15th of September, inftant, between three
and four o’clock in the afternoon, in company with Mary
Crawley, Sarah Day, and others, and perceived a large Ma-
chine hovering over Northaw Common, and appreaching
the earth in the field where this Deponent was at work,
which at length it touched in the faid field called Etna,
and during the time that it fo touched the ground, a kitten
which was in the lower part of the faid Machine, came
out on the field, which this Deponent picked up, and foon
afterwards fold to a gentleman who came up to the hedge
{ide, enquiring after the Machine, which he called an Air
Balloon. That this Deponent plainly perceived a gen-
tleman in the lower part of the Machine, drefled in light
coloured cloaths, who, on the Machine afcending again,
{poke through his trumpet,and wifhed them good bye. And
thefe Deponants, William Harper and Mary Butterfield,
feverally, on their aaths, fay that the Machine which
came down to the earth, appeared to confift of two parts
eonnedled together, namely that in which the gentleman
was, appeared to be a frame-work of wood and netting,
from which there ftuck out a fort of wing, and the other
part of the Machine appeared in the fhape of a large pear
with the ftalk downwards, and appeared to be made of
filk or canvas, in ftripes of green and red; and this De-
ponent, Mary Butterfield, further, on her oath, faith, that
when the Machine was afcending from the ground, fhe,

this Deponent perceived an anchor or grapple drag along
the
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the ground, which took with it a fmall parcel of the oats
from the ficld, where they were raking.
| his
WILLTAM > HARPER,
mark.
her

MARY 4 BUTTERFIELD.
mark.

Sworn before me this 20th day of _Seepm':'m!;'eav,~ 1784,

The voluntary declaration and depofition on oath of
ErizaseTH BreTT, Spinfter, fervant to Mr. THoMAS
REeap, farmer, in the parifh of Standon, in the county of
Herts,
THIS Deponent on her oath faith, that on Wednefday,
the 15th day of September, inftant, between four and five
o’clock in the afternoon, fhe, this Deponent, being then
at work in her mafter’s brew-houfe, heard an uncommon
and loud noife, which, on attending to it, fhe conceived
to be the found of men finging, as they returned from
harvelt home, That upon going to the door of the houfe
fhe perceived a ftrange large body in the air, and on ap-
proaching it in a meadow-field near the houfe, called
Longz Mead, fhe perceived a man in it ; that the perfon in
the machine, which fthe knew not what to make of, but
which the perfon in it called an Air Balloon, called to
her to take hold of the rope, which fhe did accordingly ;
“that John Mills and George Phillips, labourers with
faid Mr, Thomas Read, came up foon after, and belﬁg

likewife requefted to aflift in holding the rope, both made
| I2 their
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their excufes, one of them, George Phillips, faying he
was too fhort, and John Mills faying that he did not like
it; thatthis deponent continued to hold the rope till fome
other harveft men of Mr. Benjamin Robinfon, of High
Crofs came up, by whofe affiftance the machine was held
down till the perfon got out of the machine; and this
Deponent, furtheron her oath faith, that the perfon now
prefeit, and thewn to her by William Baker, Efq the
juftice of peace before whom this Depofition 1s taken, as
Mzr. Vincent Lunardi, and in her prefence de:lares him-
felf to be Mr. Vincent Lunardi, was the perfon who
called to me from the Machine, as above ftated, and who
defcended therefrom in the faid ﬁ:ld called Long Mea—
dnw. v
o ane her
ELIZABETH » BRETT.

mark,

Sworn before me this 16th day of September, 1?84, at
.E'mfﬁn::’ Bury, in the Cﬁrmzry of Hertford, ﬂfar.-y&:d

The voluntary declaration and depofitions on oath of
Jowas LANGTON, JouN CHIVEN, JamEs CRAMPLAN,
Epwarp BENTLEY, WiLLIAM WALLER, feverally madeé
this 17th day of " September, 1784, before WiLrLiam BA-
KER, Efq. one of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for
the county of Hertford.

" “T'HE faid Deponents, on their oath, feverally declare,
that on the 15th of this inftant, September, between
four and five o’clock in the afternoon, being then at work,
fumc uf them in the harv::{% ﬁe]ds, and others in the

farm-
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farm-yard of Meflrss Benjamin Robinfén and James
Snow, in the parith of Stondon, in the county of Hert-
ford, they faw a large and uncommon Machine hovering
inthe air, which they feverally followed till it arrived at a
certain mead, called Long Mead, in the occupation of
Thomas Read, yeoman, of Stondon aforefaid, where the
fame touched the ground, and on their feverally arriving at
the fame place, they found Elizabeth Brett, Spinfter,
maid fervant with Thomas Read aforefaid, holding a rope
which was fixed to the faid Machine ; that on their feve-
rally approaching the faid Machine, they perceived a gen-
tleman in one part of it, who defired them to affift Eliza-
beth Brett the fervant, who ‘'was then holding the rope,
which they did accordingly ; that by this afliftance the
Machine being ftopped, the gentleman who wasin it came
out, and to thefe Deponents declared, that he had fet out
from the Artillery Ground in London, a little after
two o’'clock, in the afternoon of the faid day, in the Ma-

chine, and had travelled through the air to the place where
.thl!}" found him.

Sworn before me, this 17th day of September, 1784, at
,Farﬁfd Bury, in the county of Hertford. |

A Gene
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A Gentleman aell knoawn in the Literary World bavwing fent *
Mr. LUNARDI :be folloaving Epiftle as a compliment to his
Genius and enterprizing Spirit, Mr, Luxarot’s Friends have

Serongly expreffed their awifbes to BRve it annexed to thefe Letters, -

and the Author bas obligingly given permiffion to bawve it priuted
wvith them. |

AN .EPRPES TLE
€L

Stc. VINCENZO LUNARDI,

E XCUSE it, bold Youth, if a firanger fhould dare
To addrefs thus Yeur Highnefs as Kine of the Air,

For I was a witnefs, a charmed one, I own,

When you fprung to the fkies, and afcended your throne
Amid two hundred thoufand goed people affembled,
Who felt for your fame, for your fafety too trembled ;
Whilft you, a true Hero, of nothing afraid

Took leave of the world, and mankind, undifmay’d ;
Determin’d to bid every danger defiance

For the nobleft of conquelts, the conqueft of SciencE.

When you bid us adieu, and firft quitted the earth,
To what varied fentiments gave you quick birth ?
Each mind was brim full of unnumber’d firange notions,

Each eye all attention, to watch all your motions,

The
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The multitade fearcely believ’d that 2 man

With his fenfes about him could form fuch a plan,

And thought that as Benr.am was fo very nigh

You had better been there, than turned loofe in the &ky !
But when they perceiv’d you rofe higher and higher,
O’ertop’d every building, each charch, and each fpire,
‘They extoll’d with one voice your fuperlative merit,
Who could hazard your life with fo dauntlefs a fpirit,
With benevolent withes each bofom now burns,

And dwe and dmazement both fill it by turns.—

¢ Where’s he going ? cries one,—¢ Why he fhrinks from

[our fight !
¢ And where’s this poor fellow to quarter to night 2

¢ If he foars at this rate in his filken balloon,

¢ He’ll furely by Sunfet be up with the Moon !** %
Whilt God fave his Sox/, was the prayer of moft,

As they took it for granted your Body was loft—

The lovers of fcience who belt of all knew

How much might be hop’d from a Genius like you, -

In filence purfu’d you, unwilling to {peak,

For the tear of anxiety ftole down their cheek.—

In their own way of thinking, all felt, and all reafon’d,
Greedy ALpermeN judg’d that your flight was ill feafon’d,
That you’d better have taken a good dinner firfk,

Nor have pinch’d your poor ftomach by hunger, or thirft.

In perfe@ indiff’rence the Beav yawn’d a blefling, '
And fear’d before night that your hair would want dreﬂing:
But the Lapies, all zeal, fent their withes in air,

For a man of fuch fpiric is ever their care!

ATTORNIES
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ATTORNIES were puzzled how now they could fue }"t.:rﬂ,l

UnperwriTERs what premium they’d now take to Do you,

Whilft the fallow-fac’d Jew of Ais Monies fo fond
Thank’d Mofes, he never had taken your Bond.

Amid thefc fenfations which mov’d us below

Through the realms of pure Ether triumphant you go,

A courfe which no mortal had here before dar’d ;

For You, was the rifk, and the glory prepar’d;

Though depriv’d of that Fr1exp who had urg’d the fond claim
To partake all your dangers, and fhare in your fame,

From all haman aid though cut off, and alone,

When mounting thus fingly, vou fill greater fhone! ~—

Ah! tell me LUNARDI,—hereafter you may !

‘What new fcenes of wonder your flight muft difplay ?

How awlul the feel, when through new regions gliding,
Through corrents untry’d, and from cloud to cloud fliding #
With what new ideas your mind muft o’erflow !

With what new fenfations your bofom muft glow !—

How little, how trifling, muft then in your eyes

Have feem’d what &eloav we look up to, and prize!

No more than a mDIt;!ile, the Tow:er’s old walls,

A Hop-pole the MoxvmenT,~—DBandbox, Sv. Pavwis.

The vaft Loft of people you quitred fo lately,

Which fpread to each prefent a fcene the moit flately,

To cne who fo diftant on all of us gazes

Muit look like a meadow embioider’v with daifies;
Nay,

W g gl s .
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Explanation of the Plate of the Ballson.

Crown, to which the Rope was faftened
Net-work
Ropes, forty-five in Number, a Rope every four Mefhes

4}Nucies, thmugh which the Atmofpherical Air was con-

veyed into the Balloon, when exhibited at the Lyceum

5
6 Wheel, to which all the Ropes were faftened

7

Ropes, which faften the Gallery to the Wheel
QOars, by means of which I could keep the Balloon at a
certain Level, and defcend without lonﬁng Inﬂamma-

3
'
: ble Air for that Purpofe

10
11
12

?3

b oge~1 O s B

10
i1
12
i3
14

Gallery

Grapple, or Anchor, tofecure it when it touched the ground

EngIF{h F]ag, which I threw down, to affure the incre uluus,
that there was an Individual in the Gallery

Cat, Dog, and a Pidgeon

Explanation of the Apparatus,
Net .
Balloon
Crown to {fufpend the Balloon
Barrels of Zinc
Oal of Vitnol
Backs, in which the Water and Qil of Vitriol was mmd
Recipient of Oil of Vitriol and Water
Pipes, which contain Zinc, Water, and Oil of Vitriol
Recipient of the Inflammable Air, full of Soap Lees
Recipient for the Refiduals
Fipes full of Water

Blocks to raife the Balloon

Blocks to fufpend the Stilliards to weigh the Balloon, Gal-
lery, Machinery, &c

15 Blocks to raife the Flatks of Vitriol
16 A Stage to fupport the lower Part of the Balloon

17

'T'ube, which conveys the Inflammable Air into the Balleon






