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“ ¢ fo.” And thefe expreflions, occafioned by their
unprovoked attack on my charatter, and thus a-
bufed to ferve a party purpole, have been made the
ground and only pretence of thefe violent proceed-
ings againit me : but the following faéts will clearly
demonftrate thatthefe expreflions were well founded.

¢ Through the whole of this tranfaftion no men-
tion was made of the intended motion againft me, of
which the {gcretary wrote me official notice on the
22d, and which was the caufe of my letter of refig-
nation. I am now told, that the fecretary had no
orders to write me that letter; and that the fociety,
as a body, were ignorant of it, and confequently
of any hollile intention againft me. The origin
of this affair therefore, has not been the aét of the
fociety but of the members who form a part of Dr.
Cooxke’s committee. This explains the whole tran-
{attion, and puts their conduét in a moft ungenerous
light indced! It now appears to have been a
contrivance of thefe members of Dr. Cookk’s
committee, that the {ecretary of the fociety fhould
write me the letter I have inferted above, apparently
by order of the fociety, which being a wanton and
unprovoked attack upon me, they conjeftured
might produce a variance between me and the
fociety, of which they hoped to avail themfelves at
the prefent junéare. And if this be not a difpofition
to make the meetings of the fociety a cabal of parties,

I wifh to be informed what is,
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evidently with a view to injure my charatter and
impole on the Governors of the Hofpital, merely
by the found of the word expulfion.—This is a
true ftate of this affair, fo far as I know it, or can
get information of it, and 1 leave every man to

- form his own opinion of this eleftioneering trick,
fo contrary to every principle of honour and
jultice.

“ My moral conduct has been ftampt with the
approbation of twenty years public trial ; and the
prelent proceedings againft me are now fairly and
candidly laid before the public ; and on the good
fenfe, candour, and integrity of the Governors
of the London-Hofpital, I cheerfully reft the
iffue, not doubting but on the day of elettion
they will fhew their difapprobation of fuch nefarious
practtices,

7th month ( July) 22d,

1784. Joux WHIiTEHEAD.

This State of Fafts was not circulated till two
days before the elettion, that is on Monday
July 26; and on Tuefday the 27th it was inferted
in the Gazetteer and New Daily-Advertifer.
The reafon of the delay, it is faid, was this, that
Dr. WaiTeneap having received no official in-
formation of his expulfion, his friends were in
doubt how far he would be juftified in publifhing
it merely upon report. But as he might naturally

expett
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meeiing a cabal of parties than a means of promoting
ufeful knowledge ;" but this is totally different from
{aying, * that a cabal of parties exifls s the focicty.”
You may be aflared 1 was not a little mortified
and provoked ; thinking it better that an indivi-
dual thould be capable of uttering a fallehood, than
that a fociety fhould utter a known deliberate
falfechood, charge an ablent member with it, enter
it on their journals, and expel him for it. I doubt
not, dear Sir, but your honeft zeal is already
kindled againft them, and your compaflion excited
towards 2 man who is expofed to fuch unheard-of
illiberal abufe on the very day of his ele€lion,
when no one had an opportunity of doing him
juftice. But I beg you to fupprels your paffion,
10 c'c:-mpf}ﬁa yourlelf, and confider that this was not
an aft of the whole fociety, but of a party init,
It is true, you fee Dr. LeTTsom’s name figned to
the paper containing this refolution of the fociety,
by which he gives it his fan&ion, and contributed
all in his power to its operation and effett on the
day of elettion. But I can affure you there are
members in that fociety who would fooner have

had their right hand cut off than have figned the

paper you have read above. You muft likewile at-
tribute much to paflion and party zeal in thofe that

did fign it; which certainly ran very high at the

time. Perhaps, likewife, when the above: refolu-
tion was made, the fociety might think they had
accomplilhed what Dr. Wuitenzap had faid

they
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From the papers laid before you it appears, that
this unhappy affair has originated entirely with
Dr. WoobviLLe, whofe conduét has the appear-
ance, at leaft, of a pre-concerted plan. How far
he was aided and countenanced by his companions
on Dr. CooxkEt’s committee 1s uncertain ; but as his
letter was clearly an eleétioneering manceuvre, it
is not very probable that he would have hazarded
fuch a condu&t without the aid and fupport of
others.

It is alfo manifelt that Dr. WaiTEBREAD Wrote
his letter of refignation under a deception ; being
impofed upon by the fecretary’s letter, apparently
official. This was an abule of office which it was
not eafy to believe that any fecretary could be
capable of: and had he not been under the influ-
ence of fuch a deception, it is not probable that
the Dottor would have mentioned the affair of his
eletion to the fociety, in any way whatever.

Molt people here think the conduét of Dr.
Lertsom very extraordinary in this bufinefs. He
had given his folemn word and promife, to Dr.
Waiteneap’s friends, at the beginning of the can-
vals, that he would not oppofe Dr. WHITEHEAD ;
he had given the Dotlor a letter, withliberty to fhew
it to his fiiends, fignifying that he thought they
would aét very preperly in giving him their {upport

- on the occafion ; and he had atied under the ap-
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