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| THE followmg obfervations
treat of difeafes that require an
exertion of thofe abilities,which
eminently characterife a good
furgeon : this alone would have
been a fufficient motive for my
addrefling them to you, who
have juftly acquired the higheft
profeflional reputation. But I
muit own I had a much ftronger
inducement ; for I was anxious
to embrace the firft opportunity
of ‘giving a public teftimony of
the efteem, in which I, in com-
mon with every practitioner
who withes the advancement of
furgery in Ireland, muft necef-
farily hold you. To you, fir,
the
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the profeflion’ muft be ever in-
debted for the diftinguifhed zeal
with which you embraced the
meafures that were propofed to
raife it from the ftate of obfcu-
rity, in which it was hitherto in-
volved ; and for the unremitted
attention, however as yet inef-
tectual, you have fince given to
carry thofe meafures into exe-
cution, by obtamlng a patent for
the incorporation of furgeons
mto a Royal colleget ' '

i an unfortunate circum-
ftance, and a humlhatmg reflec-
tion, that the beft inftitutions,
even thofe that have contribut-
ed moft to the publick welfare,
have been f{o flow in their pro-
grefs, that the age, in which
they commenced, has rarely

- - {een
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feen their full eftablithment.
Mankind, 1n general, look with
frigid indifference, and even
with contempt, on all new infti-
tutions : This 1s ftrongly evine-
ed by the many oppofitions the
Royal Society of London met
with, in the beginning, from
fome of the firft literary cha-
racters of the age; and the
prefent {tate of phyfick in Ire-
land may ferve to juftify this
refle¢tion.

The number of ftudents in
phyfick and furgery, that are
neceflary to fupply a fucceflion
of praétitioners to Ireland, may
be moderately computed at
about three hundred : they are
generally indebted either for
the whole, or the finifhing,

of
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of their medical education to
foreign univerfities ; and this at
a very confiderable expence.
It naturally occurs to enquire
why, at this enlightened period
throughout Europe,we, in par-
ticular, fhould labour under fo
great a national difadvantage.

It 1s evident that, in attaining
all the ftudies preparatory to
that of phyfick, we poflefs more
advantages than moft other
kingdoms: Our Univerfity is
jultly confidered as holding a
diftinguifhed rank among the
hrft in Europe : there is a pro-
feflor of anatomys chemiftry,
and botany on the Univerfity
foundation; and Sir Patrick
Dun, a phyfician, in the begin-
ning of this century, left his for-

tune,
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tune, which 1s an increafing ef-
tate, and at prefent exceeds {ix
hundred pounds a year, for the
purpofe of inftituting lectures *
on all the branches of phyfick,
to be given regularly at proper
{tated times to all f{tudents of
phyfick. So that in Dublin, if
a young man can but maintain
himfelf, he ought,at noexpence,

fo

* By the will of Sir Patrick Dun, thofe
le&tures were to be given in Latin, which cir-
cumitance I have heard fometimes mentioned
as an apology for not giving them at all ; but
{urely this pretext is {fo foolifthly abfurd, that
it is impofiible it thould ever have been {eri-
oufly urged. Is not the benevolent intention
of the teftator fufficiently clear in the whole
difpofition of the will ? Does there not exift
a tribunal, which power may authorize, and
common fenfe dire&, to give operation to
thofe intentions in the moft effe¢tual manner?
Or fhall an incidental phrafe, that has no-
thing to do with the general purpofes of the
will, be confidered as the only part of it,
endued with the facred charater of the Me-
dian Laws, though the deftrution of the
whole is the neceflary refult ?
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to pafs through a courfe of me-
dical ftudies under the moft emi-
nent pra@[itioners But, unfor-
tunately for this country, what
an Ingenious writer * has re-
marked of Umverﬁtles, in gene-
ral, has been hitherto but too
apphcable to our own, with re-
{pect to this branch. . He fays,
¢ The endowments of fechools
¢and colleges have neceflarily
¢ diminifhed more or lefs the ne-
¢ ceflity of apphcatmn in the
¢ teachers. Their fubfiftence, fo
¢far as it arifes from their fala-
¢ ries, 1s evidently derived from
L | fund altogether mdependent
¢ of their fuccefs and reputatlon

¢1n their partlcular profeflions.’
And again, ¢ In other univerf:-
¢ties the teacher is prohibited
¢from

* Smith, Wealth of Nations.
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¢ from receiving any honorary
¢ or fee from his pupils; and his
¢ falary conftitutes the whole of
¢ the revenue which he derives
¢ from his office. His intereftis,
¢ in this cafe, fet as direétly in
¢ oppofition to his duty as it 1s
¢ poflible to fetit. It 1sthe in-
¢ tereft of every man to live as
¢ much at his eafe as he can;
¢and if his emoluments are to
‘be precifely the fame whe-
¢ ther he does or does not per-
¢ form fome very laborious du-
¢ ty, 1t 1s certainly his intereft,
¢ at leaft as intereft 1s vulgarly
¢ underftood, either to neglect
‘it altogether, or, if he is {ub-
¢ ject to fome authority which
¢ will not fuffer him to do this,
¢to perform 1t in fo carelefs
¢and flovenly a manner as that
| « authority
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authority will permit. If he
¢is naturally ative and a lov-
“er of labour, it is his intereft
‘to employ that altivity 1n

¢ any way, from which he can
- ¢derive fome advantage, ra-
‘ ther than 1n the performance
¢of his duty, from which he

¢ can derive none.’

The college of Edinburgh,
which has drawn fuch an afflux
of ftudents from other parts of
the world, derives 1t’s celebri-
ty from comparatively appa-
rent difadvantages. The pro-
feflors there have but a fmall
ftipend ; but this excites their
induftry, which 1s amply re-
warded by the number of pu-
pils that attends them ; and
to which the city of Edinburgh

1S
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1s much indebted, for 1t 1s cal-
culated that they expcnd there

above feventy thoufand pounds
a year.

In Dublin, the want of re-
gular lectures on the different
branches of furgery has the
worft 1nfluence on the profef-
fion, which muft ultimately
prove extremely injurious to

the publick,

It 1s evident that the prefent
mode of furgical education 1s
very defetive ; and the con-
fequence 15, that, when a
young man 1s out of his ap-
prenticefhip, he 1s generally
obllged to go abroad, ata cer-
~ tain expence, to perfect him-
felf. 'This very often does

not
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not turn out much to his ad-
vantage, and that for want of
acquiring an early habit of ap-
Pllcatlon.

To remove all thofe impedi-
ments, and to form as refpect-
able a {yftem of medical edu-
cation as any in Europe, re-
quires but that a becoming
{pirit fhould pervade the two
profeflions of phyfick and fur-
gery, to co-operate in their
{eparate departments, and re-
gularly difcharge their refpec-
tive duties. Should the fur-
oeons of Dublin obtain the
king’s patent to incorporate
them into a Royal College,
I make no doubt but they
would firenuouily endeavour
laudably to emulate their bre-

| thren
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thren on the Continent. Then
our young men will find i
their own country, and, what
1s very important, under the
infpection of their friends, and
at much lefs expence, all the
advantages that well regulated
le€tures, and the attendance
on our numerous hofpitals muft
afford ; and the nation will be
faved a confiderable expence.

To you, Sir, I willingly
fubmit thefe few thoughts on
the prefent ftate of furgery
here, confident of approbation,
as however imperfect, they are
not altogether unworthy the
patronageof a gentleman,who,
in promoting the advancement
of the profeflion, approves

| himfelf
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Of the Hydrocele in Children, with the
Method of Cure.

HERE are many difeafes, which, al-
though they do not immediately en-
danger life, yet render it extremely uncom-
fortable, if not perfectly unhappy; and fuch,
among others, 1s that which 1s the object
of our prefent enquiry. Thofe infirmities,
which a miftaken delicacy obliges the patient
A to
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to conceal, are not only peculiarly diftrefl-
ing to the mind, but often prove fatal in
their confequences. How many local com-
plaints are rendered incurable, or become
fuddenly mortal, by the patients imprudent-
ly concealing them? There are few who do
not reluctantly own their having a rupture:
the confequence generally is, that the intef-
tine not being early returned, and {upport-
ed by a well adapted trufs, the patient is
continually 1n imminent danger of miferably
lofing his life; or from the length of time,
volume of the inteftine down, and the ad-
hefion it may contract with the furrounding
parts, it becomes incapable of being reduc-
ed ; the unhappy fufferer drags out a painful
exiftence, and at laft falls a vi¢tim to his
falfe delicacy.

In like manner, in general, do thofe att
who have the misfortune to labour under
an hydrocele: In the beginning, if they ap-
ply for relief, the delicacy of the part in-
timidates them from {ubmitting to any me-
thod that may be propofed for the radical
removal of the difeafe: They are content
with the palliative one of tapping; by which
they believe neither their life or tefticle are

brought
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brought into danger. The confequence 1s,
that, by the long continuance of the dif-
order, the tunica vaginalis becomes prodi-
gioufly thickened, and the tefticle, by the
conftant maceration in the water, 1s either
morbidly enlarged, or its texture totally
fpoiled. Some unlucky accident, or the pa-
tient’s being fatigued with the complaiit,
obliges him, at laft, to fubmit to the radi-
cal cure; when he muift often, under thoie

circumftances, run the double rifk of life
and tefticle.

This is not the cafe with thofe, who have
fortitude and prudence enough' to fubmit
early to the radical cure: For, if the dif-
eafe has not proceeded from a fcirrhous tef-
ticle, and cancerous virus, the operation of
the cauftick totally deftroys the power of the
inhaling veffels of the tunica vaginalis, and
radically rids the patient of a moft difagree-
able complaint, without his undergoing ma-
ny painful or dangerous confequences.

As this fubject has engaged the attention
of the firft furgical characters, I {hall here,
for the moft part, only offer the refult of my
own experience.

Az It
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IT is evident, that a fine lymph is conti-
nually inhaled into the cavity of the tunica
vaginalis teftis, and occafionally abforbed,
in the fame manner as in all other mem-
branous cavities. Whether an hydrocele pro-
ceeds from a morbid ftate of the inhaling or

abforbing veflels, or from a rupture of the
Iymphaticks, 1s of no great confequence to the

practitioner to be informed of: he muft con-
fider it, in general, as a local affection, de-
pending on fome of the caufes before men-
tioned; and his attention muft be to procure |
fuch a fuppuration, in the cavity of the tu-
- mica vaginalis, as will effectually deftroy both
the inhaling and abforbent fyftem: an event
which, I believe, no practitioner will deny
to take place where a radical cure has been
effected.

We have now fo enquire, what pe-
riod of the difeafe is the moft proper, to un-

dertake the radical cure of an hydrocele, and
- in which we are moft likely to fucceed.

SeconpLy, what are the more elegible
means to procure the fuppuration that will
be neceffary to effect a cure.

THIRDLY
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TairpLy, what fhould be the objections

to our undertaking any method of radically
curing this difeafe.

And firft, in order to confider, as to the
moft favourable period of this diforder to
attempt a radical cure, we muft diftin-
guith = hydroceles,  into thofe that arife
from accidental caufes; and into thofe
that are the effe¢t of a previous mor-
bid ftate of the parts, arifing from fome par-
ticular difpofition in the habit of body: In
fhort, into fuch hydroceles as may be term-
ed fimply local, where the difeafe is limited
to a collettion of water in the tunica vagi-
nalis teftis, in a patient of an otherwife
healthy habit of body; and into fuch as
proceed from, or are attended with, painful
enlargements of the tefticle, i fubjects who
labour under wvifceral obftructions, or have
any. acrimony or ¢ancerous tendency in their
fyftémyis ow | | “

ALTHOUGH 'no “age is exempt from this
diforder, yet we more commonly meet with
it in children, or'in thofe who are about or
after forty ; except where an accident, or fome

A 3 veneral
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lation of water, in the tunica vaginalis, feems
to arife from a local defett in the conftrictive
faculty of the inhalents; otherwife, why
thould we fo frequently experience the good

effect of aftringent fomentations in curing this
diforder.

TuaT an inflammation may caufe an ad-
hefion of the tunica vaginalis with the tefticle,
15 what, although I have not fatisfactorily feen,
yet I will not deny: But that a gentle general
fuppuration of this membrane is capable of an-
fwering every intention, of radically curing
this difeafe, by deftroying or obliterating the
fyftem of inhalents, 'and fo preventing a re-
turn-of the difeafe, ' is what all the experience
I have had confirms. For, during the pro-
grefs of the cure, I have attentively watched
the coming away of any floughs; but could
not difcern any thing, which bore' the leaft
refemblance to the tunica vaginalis teftis:
And after the cure was effected, except
in the point where the cauftick was applied,
there appeared no adhefion of this mem-
brana .mund the tefticle. '

As, at thlﬁ permd of life, there is {'Eldmn
any- ¢onftitutional objection to undertaking
the
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the radical cure; and as it is a difeafe that
fhould not, by any means, be fufferéd to
grow with the child; what will be the beft
method, of radically curing it, prefents itfelf
next to our confideration,

I mave frequently remarked that grofs hea-
vy children, fubjeét to breakings out and run-
ning of the head, - and behind the ears, when
they are imprudently dried up, often fall in-
to an hydrocephalus internus ; of which fome
recent cafes and diflfections of this kind*, in
which I was engaged, gave me the moft con-
vincing proof ; nor do I believe there is a
more powerful means of preventing an in-
creafe of the difeafe, than direfting our chief

indication to procure an abundant dlfchargf;
from the head

Ir we fhould judge from analogy, I would,
in every child of {uch an habit of body affect-
ed with an hydrocele, previous to putting in
practice any of the methods hereafter to be
mentioned, try firft the effet of fimple: punc-
ture with a lancet ; procuring a large difcharge
from the head ; gentle purging; alteratives,

and corroborating local applications, If thefe
thould

* Vide Note II.
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fhould not fucceed, we muft have recourfe
either to theincifion, feton, or cauftick.

* WuaTever method we adopt, we muft
previoufly confider that the part engaged is a
very important gland, enveloped in a mem-
branous fack, the tunica vaginalis teftis. Ex-
perience fhews that the worft confequences
fucceed the fuddenly expofing, by incifion,
membranous cavities, in which parts fo ex-
quifitely fenfible are lodged, particularly if
they are not morbidly aﬂb&'ed

Now in children, who are much more
{fenfible of pain than adults, if we thould, by
incifion, lay open the cavity of the tunica va-
ginalis teftis, and fuddenly expofe the tefti-
cle both to the air and rude contalt of
dreflings, we muft expect, in general, many
fevere and painful confequences, and the hap-
py event will be very doubtful : For although
I never faw a child die in confequence of put~
ting this method in practice ; yet I have ever
feen it attended with high inflammatory
fymptoms ; and in one cafe, the particulars
of which I do not recollect, after a year the
difeafe returned.

Tur
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Tue feton is liable to much the fame ob-
jections : 'Toleave an extraneous body in con-
tinual contact with a part fo exquifitely {fen-
fible, muft be produétive of much more pain
and inflammation, than is neceffary to per-
form a cure. This I will cunﬁder more at
large in another place.

Tur cauftick is not liable to thofe objecti-
ons, as far as I have experienced; and I
will briefly lay down thie method I have adopt-
ed, fince I read Mr, Elfe’s ingenious Effay on
the Hydrocele.

IN boys, under the age of fifteen, the inte~
guments of the {crotum are generally thin ;
nor does the tunica vagmahs teftis ever ac-
quire that callous thicknefs, as it does in thofe
advanced in years, from a continuance of the
diforder. I therefore, in general, dlfpen{'e
with letting the cauftick he on the part; and
only take a piece of pipe lapls 11"1ﬂe1*11:.-11.115,L and
having wet the end of it, rub the anterior
and inferior part of the tumour to about half
the breadth of a ﬁx—pancc, and. cantmuf:
rabbing until’the part’ is thrown into an
efchar : This is attended with very little pain :
i then apply a pledgit of foft fpermaceti oint-

ment,
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ment, and plafter over; and order the fcro-
tum to be wrapped in the flax feed pultice, to

be occafionally repeated, and {fupported with
a bag trufs,

It muft be confefled that, in this method,
the operation of the cauftick is flow, and
may feem rather tedious : But then the pati-
ent 1s amply recompenfed by the little pain
he {uffers, and the abfence of all thofe high
local and general inflammatory fymptoms,
that attend the other methods.

+In thecourfe of the cure, the tefticle will
become more or lefs enlarged ; and we fhould
be careful to have it fomented, three or four
times a day, and the emollient pultice con-
{tantly applied, {fupported by the bag trufs;

and the patient purged every third or fourth
day. |

ArTER the tunica vaginalis appears, the
fpot intended to be perforated, if thin, may
~bel punctured with a lancet; but if we flight-
ly rub 1t with the cauftick, it generally
{loughs off: The water drips gradually away,
in‘which a few f{loughs commonly appear
from time to time; Thofe feem to be de-

tached
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tached only from the parts immediately ad-
jacent, and are not the entire tunica vagi-
nalis flung off. A f{uppuration foon takes
place from the infide of the fack: All en-

largement gradually fubfides; the difcharge
daily leflens; and a cicatrix 1s foon after

formed, which adheres to the teftis, at the
fpot where we applied the cauftick; and a
radical cure 1s the confequem ¥,

In this method, there i1s no fear of the
caufticks {preading to a greater extent, than
we defign it fhould ; but where the integu,
ments are thick, we may apply the cauftick,
as we do in adults. o

I A G i II.

Of the Hydrocele in Men, and the different Me-
thods propofed for its radical Cure con-
Sfidered.

N Hybrocerr, in men, is a very fe- !
rious complaint, and requires, in the
Surgeon, the moft attentive confideration of
the general ftate of the patient’s conftituti-
on,

¢ Vide Note III.
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on, and the caufe that gave rife to the dif~
order, previous to his adopting any method
of treatment ; as otherwife it frequently hap-
pens that the patient, in any method, is
made to run the moft imminent danger of
lofing his tefticle, and perhaps his life.

INn young healthy men, it is feldom an
hydrocele appears, but from the patient’s
having met with fome accident, or in con-
fequence of a venereal fwelled tefticle.

I nave feen fome cafes, where the pati=
ent very juftly imputed the difeafe to his
having had the tefticle hurt by a jolt on the
pommel of the faddle, in riding: Othersto
fome bruife or hurt. After the pain, and
any inflammation, which immediately at-
tended the accident, had fubfided, a fullnefs
in that fide ftill remained more or lefs : the
patient, very often, not beftowing any atten-
tion in the beginning of the difeafe: And
it often happens, that thofe accidents are
only produétive of a temporary pain, which
foon paffes ; and the fullnefs of the fide of
the {fcrotum affected is not noticed for fome
time.

WHETHER
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WaueTHeR thofe accidents, and the irritd-
tion they are productive of, occafion a greater
{fecretion of lymph into the cavity of the tuni-
ca vaginalis teftis, at the fame time that the
functions of the abforbents are f{ufpended
by the injury, is a queftion hard to deter-
mine; and really of no material confequence,
as to the cure of the difeafe: certain it is,
that from fuch accidents arife hydroceles.

Wuen the patient is of a vigorous habit
of body, poffefling great firmnefs of folids,
we find the diftenfion of the tunica vagina-
lis both quick and painful ; whereas in thofe
who are of a relaxed weak fibre, or grofs and
phlegmatic, the diftenfion, for the moft part,
is unattended with any pain, and the pro-
grefs of the difeafe rendered imperceptible. In
either of thofe cafes, the difeafe being mere-
ly local, the tefticle not being, in general,
materially engaged, there can lie no objec-
tion againft our undertaking the radical cure.

- A sweLLING of the tefticle, in confequence
of venereal affections, often proves painful, te-
dious and obftinate : Thofe enlargements are
feldom or never fo completely difcufled, but
what the epididymis remains larger than ufu-

i
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al. It is very reafonable to fuppofe, that the
texture and funcétions of the tefticle, and ¢y
nica vaginalis, may, from repeated inflam-
mations, be confiderably altered, and injured,

{o as to occafion an hydrocele; and in fact,
fuch cafes are not unfrequent. *

In an hydrocele, the confequence of a ve-
nereal enlargement of the tefhicle, it is ex-

tremely neceffary, previous to our putting
i practice any method of treatment, that

we fhould get every pofiible information, as
to the exiftence of any of the venereal virus:
This we will be enabled to judge of, by
confidering the virulence of the difeafe, and
the treatment the patient underwent to get
rid of it. -

Ir any probable doubts fhould arife, and
that it 1s reafonable to imagine the patient to
be ftill infected, before we have recourfe to
either the palliative, or radical cure, I'would
advife a courfe of the faponaceous mercurial

* The day in which I write this, I tapped a man of thirty for
an hydrocele, which he faid proceeded from a vencreal {welled
tefticle he had about nine months ago. After tapping, I could
fcarcely perceive the teflicle was enlarged ; but he had a flight
running, which he faid he never got clear of from the time he
contraéted the clap.
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pill ; or frictions of a drachm of mercurial
ointment, applied to the legs, and fo regu-
lated as not to take to the mouth much;

fomentations of the hemlock ledves, and a
pultice of the fame, applied to the part.

WHEN, by thofe means, any remaining
virus 1s fubdued, and the enlargement lef-
fens, if a reabforption of the water in thé
tunica vaginalis does not take place, thr-;‘
puricture, with a courfe of tonicks after, will
bid fair for radically curing this diforder.

In thofe cafes, althougl no ftrong fufpi-
cion, of the exiftence of the venereal virus
in the fyftem, can be entertamed; yet, at all
events, as the patient cannot be materially
injured by the treatment, I think we may
make a prudent trial of mercurials.

We will now enter into a more full
difcuffion of the proper means to be put in

pratice, for the radical cure of an hydro-
cele affeCting men in the full vigour of life,

fuppofing there lies none of the objettions
I have already mentioned : And therefore;
we muft re-enter on our remarks on the me-
thods by incifion,. feton, and cauftick.

But
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But it will be neceffary, firft, to confi-
der the confequence of performing any ope-
ration on men in full vigorous health, or that

are very little removed from fuch a ftate,
for local complaints.

ALL operations, where tenfe membranous
parts are divided, cavities fuddenly laid
open, and fome important vifcus expofed to
the air, muft be ever followed by acute in-
* flammatory {ymptoms, and many nervous
affeGtions ; the intenfenefs of which will,
in general, appear in a {uperior degree in
thofe, who are the leaft removed from per-
fect health, and whofe folids poffefs their
natural irritability, neither blunted by pain
or familiarity with preceding ficknefs. This
difpofition 1is certainly very unfavourable
for performing an operation, where we fud-
denly expofe one of the moft fenfible
glands of the body to the air, and con-
ftant contadt of dreflings.

IN every cafe I have feen, or where I
performed myfelf the operation for an hy-
drocele, either by fimple incifion, or by
taking away as much as we can of the
thickened tunica vaginalis teftis, the con-
{equences, in general, were as follows :

B Ir
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previous to the undertaking of thé radical
cure, repeatedly tapped, the tunica vagi-
nalis is generally more or lefs thickened,
and a {uppuration effe@ted with great dif-
ficulty. :

WueN a fuppuration at length takes
place, the general inflammatory {ymptoms,
pain, &c¢. fubfide more or lefs. On the
removal of all the lint, the tefticle, and
‘infide of the tunica wvaginalis, remain ex-
pofed throughout their furface, and the
dreflings are m conftant contact with the
firft. 'The tunica albuginea muft fuppurate
more or lefs: And an abfcefs in the body
of the tefticle fometimes occurs, which
may totally {poil its texture, and deftroy
it’s fundtions.

SuouLp the tefticle be morbidly enlarged,
we may judge what dangerous effeCts may
be the confequence of expofing it to be
inflamed, and perhaps to fuppurate. In
this cafe, we will be obliged to have re-
courfe to caftration: An operation immi-
nently dangerous to the patient’s life, and
at beft, rendering it ever after rather un-
comfortable.

B 2 Ir
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Ir an oval piece of the teguments is
removed, with as much of the tunica va-
ginalis as the Surgeon can conveniently
come at, the operation is painful and te-
dious beyond expreflion, and the fubfe-
quent {ymptoms run, in general, much
higher *: And after all the patient muft
{fuffer in either method, and the rifk he
muft run, the radical cure will remain
doubtful ; and there are inftances where
the difeafe has returned +-.

TraT many of thofe painful and dan-
gerous confequences are the effe& of ex-
pofing, by the operation, to the air and
conta& of dreflings, in a large extent of
furface, parts fo exquifitely fenfible, will
appear from experience: For it often hap-
pens that, on a pun&ure being made fim-
ply to evacuate the water of an hydro-
cele, in one, two, or three days after, the

fack

* Vide note 1V,

+ Mr Douglas has adopted this method ona very erroneous
principle ; for he confiders the cyft of an iucylted tumour, and
the tunica vaginalis, in the fame light ; and from thence de-
duces the neceflity of extirpating it: But when we confider that
one is an adventitious morbid part, the other the natural enve-
lope of the teflicle, I prefame that this infererice will be rejeé-
ed : a Jocked jaw being fometimes the confequence of this opera-
tion, of which I have known a recent inftance.
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fack appears as much, or more diftended
than before the pun&ure, more or lefs
painful and inflamed, particularly in young
people : A more obfcure flutuation is felt,
than when only water fills the fack; as
it is generally an extravafation of blood, from
the divifion of fome artery in the operation.

WHEN, in this cafe, we lay open the
fack by incifion, and difcharge the extra-
vafated blood, the tenfion, &c. fubfides;
and the fubfequent fymptoms never, as far
as I have feen, run near fo high, as in
thofe cafes we juft mentioned ; although
the operation is the very fame. We mulft
therefore, attribute the difference, in the
f}rmpmmé being infinitely more mild, to
the cavity of the fack, and the tefticle,
not being immediately expofed to the air,
or rude conta& of dreflings: For, on our
dividing the fack, we find it’s cavity fill-
ed with blood, fome of it coagulated into
clots ; and the teflicle, except where we

are too officious to remove them, is not to
be feen.

THINGs remain much in this way, un-
til after the fuppuratory fever is over, when
the inflammatory erithifm is abated ; and

B2 neither
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on; as this is done in an inftant; while
Mr. Pott employs three inftruments. to in~
troduce the feton. The continual:centact
of fuch an extraneous fubﬁancé, as a {kein
of cotton . or filk,  with fo delicate, a, part
as . the teflicle, is; i very, unfavoyrable
circumflance ; and if the tefticle fhould be
morbidly enlarged, -the worft: confequences
may be. juftly apprehended.. . Nor . will, the
cure, . aftm all,. be certainy, as there are in-
ﬂamms of | 3 -relapfe s part}pularl)f rwhﬁrﬂ
the tunlca vaginalis has been morbidly
‘thickened, which is the more general cafe:

For_ here, 1 a, coalelognee between the tunica
wglqalw -andy albuginea; caufed. by  the
mﬂama}ﬁthqx -excited,, mufl not be ﬂx.pe&ed
as it.is 3 circumftance -very rare; except m
very young .fubjeds, ; that a -radical cure
of an hydrocele has been effected fimply
by an inflammation, without any f{uppu-
i‘ﬁﬁéﬁ“ﬁ@vi;}ﬁﬂbq&ﬂ' ;fﬁfﬂiﬂﬁ in the fack.

To fuppofe that, in ancient hydroceles,
where the fack of the tunica vaginalis will
often-contain from a pint to near a quart of
water, and is fome lines thickened, it will
contra&, and uniformly adhere, by the firft
intention, as we may fay, rounda body not
much bigger than a walnut, although Mr.

Pott
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Of the radical Cure of the Hydrocele by
Cauflick.

NTIL within thefe few years, there

were not many furgeons, who recom-
mended, any way warmly, the radical cure
to their patients: And, from the reprefen-
tations of the confequences, laid down by
the beft authors ¥, they had juft reafon to
be intimidated. Befides, there were few that
would fubmit to have their {crotum {lit up,
and the tefticle expofed, or a f{lring run
through it, for the cure of a difeafe, the con-
tinuance of which did not immediately en-
danger life. So that, except fome accident
happened in confequence of tapping, and
an extravafation of blood was formed in
the fack, which made an incifion indifpen-
fably neceflary, few fubmitted to it other-
wife. ko

Mr. Pott’s judicious treatife on this {fub-
Jc& in fome meafure, gave furgeons more
conﬁdenrc

* Vide Sharp, Chefelden, &c.
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rily, by feeling towards the pofterior and in-
ferior part of the fcrotum, judge of the
ftate of the tefticle, on account of the dif-
tenfion, of the tunica vaginalis ; -yet, we have
good reafon to lookion the difcafe as a local
&fﬁ-ﬁ’ttﬂﬂ, enj;l may apply the eauﬁlek
E!i!; ﬂmld Lthe pat:ent be advanced 'in
Y@afﬁaahe&'ﬁ_ a leaden: fallow complexion, or
labour funder any ‘vifceral obftru&ions; if
the-hydrocele was . preceded by an enlarge-
ment: of! the tefticle, pmnful at times; and
thatthe complains of 'pains in his baek; it
will sbe -but-prudent to! content ourfelves
with the - palliative tréatment, at firft, and
lay afide the radical; at leaft until thofe
conftitutional complaints are removed, if the.
pat;ent fheuld be fn fnrtunate '
’:'Fhet&lme aﬂtenmon we fhould pay to thofe,
whop labour: under any {corbutick’ or’ fero-
phulous complaint : And in fhort, every pa-
t1ent thould underge a preparater}r treat-

'ment ﬁ:uted to 'hje Partleuler temperament
“and ﬁ:r dlre"'ted as to prevent the future

cffedts of a neceflary inflammation and {up-

“puration,  which  muft take. place in parts
fo., delicate,. from rtifing too highs or from

bemg productive of fo many painful and

dan gerous



P 28]

dangerous confequences, as the patient would
be otherwife liable to.

Tue local attentions we fhould have are,
that, if the hydrocele has been of ‘a long
ftanding, is large, and that the water has
been frequently drawn off, we may be fure
that the tunica vaginalis is confiderably
thickened ; and it may be prudent to defer
the operation, and for the prefent; ‘draw off
the water hy tapping *; and take the oppor-
tunity of applying  the cauftick; ‘when the
fack is not fo much diftended. = ‘The fame
method we fhould follow, fuppofing the hy-

drocele large, and that the pa,tlent never
fuffered a pundcture. "

As to the manner of applying the cauf-
tick, Mr. Elfe’s dire&ions are fully fufficient :
But I have always ufed the lapis infernalis,
beat up with fome fnap, and a proper quan-

B tltr

* The flat tmthar, reprefented in plate I, T. Brgfume WI“ be

found lnﬁnitel}r pr:ferable to any other Inﬂrument for perfn;mlng
this operation.

1 Inall cafes wher: the integuments are not much lhlckened
_ particularly in fnung fubjeéts, I find that rubbing the Iap:s infer-

nalis on the part will, in g{:nﬂra] be fufﬁment, and is m‘llch
preferable to letting it lie on. pit:
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 tity of opium. ‘This cauftick, when right-
ly managed, never {preads farther than is in-
tended : a very defirable circumftance. Ha-
ving applied it, I generally give twenty drops
of tinGure thebaic in an ounce of cinna-
mon water immediately after, which renders
the action of the cauftick a great deal lefs
painful.

I NevER found that the cauftick, though
it fhould lie on for twenty four hours, pene-
trated farther than the tunica vaginalis, the
firft application.

THE efchar thould be dreflfed with a pled-
git, fpread with foft ointment; and the
whole fcrotum wrapped in the flaxfeed pul-
tice, and properly fufpended by a well made
bag trufs. The dreflings, pultices, and emol-
lient fomentations fhould be continued.
The efchar may be removed in three or four
days, when a fuppuration is formed round
the edges, and it becomes loofe.

Ir we find that, from the thicknefs of the
teguments, the cauftick has net penetrated,
we mufl repeat it, with the fame precautions;
and when the tunica vaginalis appears, if
thin, we may pundlure it, or by touching

1t
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removal of an hydrocele it only remains
that we juft mention, in what cafes we
ought not to propofe it to the patient, but

advife him to be content with having the
water occafionaly evacuated by tapping.

BRIV

Cafes, in wbhich the radical Cure of the Hydro-
cele fhould not be undertaken.

N all cafes, where the hydrocele is the

confequence of a {cirrhous enlargement
of the tefticle; that it is painful at times;
the {permatick chord too full, and knotty ;
that the patient has a fickly yellow caft,
and is troubled, on the change of weather,
with flying rheumatick pains: In all thofe
cafes,- the cauftick fhould never be pro-
pofed, nor even the punflure, except
where the fack is vaftly diftended, unlefs
we inform the patient that he will, in ve-
ry unfavourable circumftances, be obliged
in all probability to fubmit to caftration.

Men
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Men in an advanced period of life, fick-
ly, and troubled with afthmatick affe&i-
ons, or labouring under vifceral obftructi-
ons ¥, &c. who have an hydrocele, fhould,
in general, be contented with having the
water occafionally evacuated by tapping: |
And as, in many of thofe cafes, the fack™
takes a confiderable time to fill, the dif-
order is rendered more eafy to he borne;
nor in fuch does it curtail the patient’s life.

In all cafes, where a {cirrhous or can-
cerous difpofition of the tefticle 1is pre-
fumed to exift, the cauftick muft be laid
afide ; and if the patient is refolved to get
rid of the difeafe, and that we think it
prudent, we muft, in thofe cafes, adopt
the method by incifion: For, if our fuf-
picions are real, there will be a neceflity
for immediately removing the tefticle. - Aggd
in fthort, the treatment of an hydrocele, un-
der different circumftances, requires in the

furgeon a great deal of difcernment and
prudence.

*® Vide Nate VI,

SECT.
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Of the Hydrocele of the Tunica wvaginalis of
the [permatic Chord, with the Method of
treating it.

T does, not unfrequently, happen that
water is colleGted along the tragit of
the cellular membrane, that envelops the
{permatick chord. 'This is totally diftin&
from the hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis
teftis, and is not very difficult to diftin-
guifh, except from an hernia. ‘However,
the fln&uation, and the impoffibility of
reducing the tumour into the belly, pret-
ty well charaterize it. Should there be
any doubt, if we delay, the flu&uation will,
in enf;ra], be rendered unequivocal.

For the cure of this complaint, we muft
give the preference to incifion: For, in
this cafe, no tenfe membranous cavity is
‘laid open, but what is formed of the loofe
cellular membrane, and the thin mufcular
fibres that form the cremafter; nor do we
expofe any fenfible part to the air, or con-

tact of dreflings.
C , I HAVE
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three inches, or fo: In fhort, the incifior
thould be in proportion to the extent of the
tumour. After the integuments are divided,
the fack will appear, and the fluQtuation be
rendered more fenfiblee. We may make, at
the inferior part, in the fame cautious man-
ner as in opening-an hernial fack, a fmall
perforation. When the evacuation of the
water gives us a certainty of the difeafe, we
muft introduce the probe-pointed . biftory,
and lay open the fack to the full extent of the
incifion of the integuments. Soft dry lint
laid in the wound, a plafter and proper com-

prefles over, with a flannel tailed bandage,
complete ‘the dreflings.

A pousLk flannel, wrung out of oil
and camphorated brandy, fhould be applied
to the patient’s belly, and occafionally re-
newed ; an opiate given at night; his bowels
always kept free; and the antiphlogiftick re-
gimen enjoined.

THE treatment after requires no particu-
lar attention, as the wound generally fup-
purates kindly, and a cicatrix {oon after 1s
formed. If pain, tenfion, or any unufual
inflammatory {ymptoms, fhould appear in
the courfe of the treatment, they muft be

Caz2 combated
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never happens: Whereas that of the feir-
rhous tefticle often occurs.

So capital a miftake muft have been of the
utmoft bad confequence in practice: For,
thofe who held, that a flethy or fungous
excrefcence could arife on the furface of the
tefticle, without impairing or fpoiling the
integrity of its vafcular texture, ftrove to
confume the excrefcence by fuppuration,
and preferve the tefticle: And many inftan-

ces of the fuccefs of this pradice are recorded
in their {feveral works.

AirL the modern authors, that I have read,
totally explode this opinion ; and infift that no
fuch fungous excrefcences ever arife on the {ur-
face of the tefticle, but in confequence of the
cancerous {tate of this gland; that all mif-
taken enlargements proceed, cither from a
morbid ftate of the vafcular body of the tef-
ticle, or the epididymis; and are to be
looked on as fuch: Therefore, all applica-
tions to confume excrefcences, which can-
not exift, and the vafcular firu@ure of the
tefticle remain unchanged, muft be highly
detrimental ; as we muft, by this method,
precipitate, or convert, occult cancers into
open ones; and often, by this fruitlefs and

Croa painful
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painful delay, we give both time and occa-
fion to the {permatic chord becoming fo
:enlargﬁd, as to preclude the patient from
all chance of being relieved, by the operation
of caftration, the only refource in thofe cafes ;
and refign him a vi¢tim to one of the moft
painful and loathfome difeafes.

As it is almoft impoffible, in a confiderable
enlargement of the tefticle, precifely to de-
termine its true nature, we have every rea-
fon to prefume, that many real {eirrhufes,
of the body of the tefticle, have been mif-
taken for flethy excrefcences grown on it;
and much danger has from thence refulted to
the patient. At the fame time, diffe&ion
has evidently proved, that fuch excrefcences
do exift, and the vafcular texture of the tef-
ticle remain unchanged: And that many
fuch cafes do occur, which have been deem-
ed a real fchirrus of the body of the tef-
ticle, I have no doubt of; and where caf-
tration has been performed: an operation
that, in fome of thofe cafes, mlght be dif-
penfed with.

I wiLr briefly confider all enlargements
of the tefticle, under three dlfferent points
nf View.

FIrsT,
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FirsT, a {fcirrhous enlargement of the
epididymis.

SECONDLY, a {cirrhous enlargement of the
body, or vafcular texture, of the tefticle.

THirRDLY, fungous excrefcences of the
tunica albuginea teftis,

A vENEREAL fwelled tefticle is but fel-
dom fo completely difcuffed, but what the
epididymis will remain more or lefs enlarged
and knotty. ‘This complaint, if not meddled
too much with, is feldom or ever productive of
any alarming confequence. But, in hypo-
chondriack patients, it becomes a matter of
more ferious confideration: They, for the
moft part, are conftantly feeling the part;
anxioufly thinking of any poflible bad event;
continually making fome application or ano-
ther, generally of the mercurial kind; by
which means it often occurs, that inconfi-
derable complaints of this fort, which would
have never proved troublefome, or of any
moment, become enlarged, painful, and
fometimes, although but very feldom, can-
CErous.

In
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becomes enlarged and {cirrhous, our utmoft

attention fhould be dire&ted to the patient’s

conftitution ; the apparent caufe of the com-

plaint; and the actual ftate of the parts

engaged : For, a due confideration of thofe

objects will point out to us the proper me-
thod of treating fuch cafes.

As the tefticles are liable to various acci-
dental injuries, and inflaimmations in con-
fequence, it fometimes occurs, that we meet
young men, healthy, and of vigourous con-
{titutions, who have an indurated enlarge-
ment of the tefticle: In all thofe cafes, the

difeafe is purely local, and the conftitution
unaltered.

Ir the enlargement is recent, and is the
effe of an inflammation caufed by an acci-
dent, as a kick or fall, &c. in thofe cafes,
we fhould apply fomentations and pultices of
hemlock ; and put the patient on a courfe of
the extra&, purging him occafionally: And
although -all the hardnefs fhould not difap-
pear, after fome time; yet, by leaving it to
time, and having the tefticle fufpended by
a bag trufs, it imperceptibly difappears.
Even although the difeafe fhould be of a
Jong ftanding, and cludes the efficacy of de-

obfiruent
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obftruent medicines; yet while the difeafe
is not painful, and that neither the looks’
or health are affeted, I would never pro-
pofe caftration: For, by time, the human
conftitution undergoes various changes, which
may be favourable to naturally difperfing or
leflening thofe enlargements, and to the ad-
miniftration of deobftruents. And if the
mind of the patient be kept eafy, and not
filled with apprechenfions of a cancer, the
difeafe may lie for ever dormant; nor can
it, in the ftate we have mentioned, ever injure,
or taint the {yftem with any cancerous vi-
rus,

Bur it often happens that the tefticle
becomes really feirrhous, it’s furface rugged,
and painful to the touch: In the increafe of
the difeafe, the patient’s general ftate of
health begins to be affe&ted ; he gradually lofes
his healthy look ; his countenance appears
fallow ; his appetite and fleep become impair-
ed; on the change of weather, he is affe@®-
ed with flying pains, particularly in the
tefticle and back. In this fituation, if the
difeafe does not give way to a prudent courfe
of the extra& of hemlock, we muft have re-
courfe to a very difagreeable operation. But

previous to the propofing caftration; it will
: | be
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be neceflary to be particularly informed of
the actnal ftate of the {furrounding parts.

In every patient affeted with a {cirrhus,
which has a cancerous tendency, however lo-
cal the difeafe may appear, and that it has
originated from an accident, yet, a cancerous

virus in the general {yftem is ftrongly to be
{ufpelted.

I HAVE, on feveral occafions, frequently
experienced the development of fome latent
conftitutional virus, from apparently inconfi-
derable accidents.

How often does it occur in prattice to {ee
patients, that have been decemed in perfect
health, and in the prime of life, if they re-
ceive an accident attended with much con-
finement, inflammation, {uppuration, or
where the general {yftem 1s much engaged,
that, in the progrefs of the treatment of
fuch cafes, we find a {corbutick, {crofulous,
cancerous, or a degenerated venereal virus,
unexpedtedly developed ?

I uave met fome inftances, where a pa-
tient had been long confined, as for a
hroken leg, that painful, charallerized, fcro-

fulous
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down ; when the folids become f{tiff and ri-
gid; and the fluids tend more ftrongly to an
acrid or alkalefcent ftate; in fuch patients,
we find the cancerous virus fix on different

parts, without the patient’s meeting any
previous accident.

IT 1s of the utmoft confequence to the pa-
tient, that the Surgeon fhould have a pro-
per attention to the general ftate of his health :
For, thofe, who look on a cancer to be a lo-
_cal difeafe, after they have extirpated it,
think every thing done for the patient;
whereas there are many neceflary attentions

requifite ever after, to fecure him from the
danger of a relapfe.

WHEeN _the tefticle is affected with a real
{cirthus, which, from the {ymptoms attend-
ing,» we have every reafon to believe will
terminate in a cancer, we fhould, if the fur-
rounding ‘parts are in fuch a ftate as will
juftify it, - propofe caftration to the patient,
as the only refource left for his relief. The
objections to this operation are :

First. An enlarged, f{cirrhous, knotty,
painful ftate of the {permatick chord. 'This
certainly precludes all operation: For, in

aeneral,
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-gene:ral, this morbid difpofition extends up’

into the abdomen, the whole length of the

fpermatick procefs; and it would not, in this
cafe, relieve the patient, to have only one
part of the difeafe, viz. the tefticle, extir-
pated ; when we fhould be obliged to leave
the {permatick procefs in a {cirrhous {tate;
which the irritation, cenfequent on the ope-
ration, would foon precipitate into 4 cance-
rous one, and miferably deftroy the patient.
But, all enlargements of the fpf:rmaﬁckfchﬂrd-

are not of this nature: For, if the procefs;

although enlarged, fhould have a foft feel,
and not painful to the touch; and the pa-
tient not complain much of pains in his back,
or cholick ones ; it will not be an objeiion
to the operation. For, there feldom can be
a confiderable enlargement of the teflicle,
without the {permatick chord being increafed
in fize, more or lefs ; and if it proceeds only
from a varicous {tate of it’s veflels, and a
thickening of the cellular membrane, < the
operation may fucceed very well: For, by
the fuppuration, all this diftenfion gene=
rally {fubfides. WliteTt st

SeconpLy. If the inguinal glands are en-
larged, and that we have reafon to appre-
hend, that fome of the abdominal vifcera

arc
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are in the fame ftate, the operation fhould
not be performed.

Tuirpry. If, from the patient’s looks,
and general ftate of his health, we have
every reafon to be convinced the cancerous
virus is diffufed throughout the general {y{-
tem; and that the patient is advanced in
years; the operation will feldom be of any
permanent advantage.

WHEeN it is determined to extirpate a tef-
ticle, the method of performing the ope-
ration is, either by a fimple incifion, or by
fuch as that we may leave an oval piece of
the integuments on the tefticle: The firft
may ferve well enough, where the tefticle is
but fmall; but where it is large, or, which
is often the cafe, that the integuments ad-
here to the anterior part of the tefticle, the
latter method muft be adopted : And, in ge-
neral, in every cafe, as it creates very little,
if any, additional pain; that it both expe-
dites and facilitates the extration of the tef-
ticle, and is of advantage in the future
drefling ; it will; I prefume, be found on
experience to be the more eligible.

for






[ 49 1]
rhage, and are {fecure of it’s not rﬁthningf
In doing this, fome include the whole chord ;
while others * carefully diffe&t theartery from

the cellular membrane, and only include 1t
alone in the ligature.

Trose who adopt the latter method, and
fo ftrongly enforce this pra&lice, alledge, that
by including the whole chord, we create a
great deal of unneceflary pain to the pa-
tient; add much to the hazard of the ope-
ration ; and that it muft be deemed totally

unneceflary. ‘Thofe who include the whole
chord, do it in order to expedite the opera-

tion; and on the prefumption that no dan-
ger can arife from this practice.

I THiNK a medium can be taken between
thofe two opinions, Where the chord is
large, it unneceffarily prolongs the operati-
on to be too circumfpe& in diffe&ting the
artery clear from the other parts; nor isit
eafy todo. On the contrary, to include the
whole chord is imprudent ; although I have
feen it often done: And notwithftanding the
patient, in this cafe, always complains in
tying the ligature; yet I never faw any

D alarmin

* White, Gooch and Bromfield.
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ligature ; befides the fright of an hemorrhage
fUCceeding the operation ; and being nbligﬂd
to take off the dreffing, when the patient,
fhould expe& fome reft, after what he fuf-
fered. And after all, the ligature muft often
be made ufe of, fo that I think it is better

do that at firft, which we may be obliged to
do at laft.

WHaEN the {permatick chord is fecured,
we have nothing to impede our cautioufly
diffe&ting, and detaching the tefticle, from
the cellular membrane that futrounds it. A
great deal has been faid againit the practice,
which fome authors recommend to opera-
tors, of detaching, with their fingers, the
tefticle from the loofe cellular membrane,
and not ufing the knife more. 'There is more
faid of this than it merits : No prudent epe-
rator will rudely tear out the tefticle; and
none but a trifling one will make unnecef-
fary ufe of the knife, where the finger can,
without any fort of violence, effectually an-
{wer the fame purpofe, without running the
rifk of unneceffarily dividing the artery of
the feptum fcroti. When the tefticle 1s ex-
trated, if any artery is opened, that we
may expe& would give us trouble, it will be
proper to take it up.

1B Ir



fooige ol

IF the tefticle to be extracted is very large,
it will be beft if the operator leaves an oval
piece of the integuments on the tefticle. For
this purpofe, having begun his incifion above
the ring, as in the firft cafe, when he has
come on the tefticle, let him proceed, fo as to
leave an oval piece of the integuments on the
tefticle, proportioned to it’s bulk. He then.
lays bare the chord ; and having fecured the
{permatick artery, he will eafily detach the
tefticle, at each fide of the oval piece.

THE operation being over, fome loofe dry
lint may be foftly laid in the wound ; a large
pledgit fpread with the {permaceti ointment
over; and over all, a plafter, comprefs, &c.
fecured by a flannel tailed bandage. A
large doubled piece of flannel, wrung out of
fome warm oil and camphorated brandy,
fhould be applied to the abdomen, and oeca-
fionally renewed.

SoMme time after the operation, the patient
thould take the antimonial paregorick * ; and
if he complains much of pains and twitching
in the abdomen, it may be repeated at due

| intervals,

* Twenty drops of tin&ure thebaic, and fifteen of antimonial
wine, in an ounce of cinnamon water.
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intervals, until he becomes quiet. I gene-
rally order him a fpoonful of the oil of {weet
almonds, to be taken two or three times a
day. He fhould have a pleafant faline ju-
. lep, two fpoonfuls to be taken every three
hours ; his bowels kept free by clyfters ; and
the antiphlogiftick regimen ftriGly enjoined
until the fuppuration is completed. ‘The
dreflings fhould be of the lighteft kind:
Pledgits {pread with. {permaceti ointment will
fulfil every intention. The firft dreflings
fhould not be removed, until the fuppurati-
on eafily detaches them.

3

WHEN the wound is in full fuppuratmn a
“deco@ion of the bark thould be given through
the day ; and a gentle laxative, whenever
the patient is coftive.

Waen the wound is near cicatrization, in
thofe who may be fufpefted to have any can-
cerous virus in their {yftem; I always open
one or two iflues, and enjoin them to have
a conftant attention to their regimen, &c.
If this is negle&ed, they often derive but ve-
ry little advantage from the operation ; as the
cancerous virus foon after feizes on fome
other part, perhaps nor fo immediately in the
power of furgery to relieve.

D3 I sHALL
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ternally? - Various fungufes arife from the
membranes of the eye; and we muft not
imagine the tunica albuginea particulerly ex-

empt from being fo difeafed : 'That it is not,
- T will produce undoubted proof.

I musT confefs that, until within thefe
. two years, I looked on the more ancient
idea of a farcocele to be entirely hypothe-
tical; and that no fungus or excrefcence
could arife on the furface of the tefticle,
without its vafcular texture being engaged :
And therefore, I thought the practice recom-
mended of confuming thofe excrefcences by
fuppuration, and preferving the tefticle at
the fame time, founded in abfurdity, and
produllive of the worft confequence to the
patient, '

It happened, that, about two years ago,

I extirpated a tefticle, which I thought to
be in a cancerous ftate *. On examining
it -after, it appeared uniformly enlarged, and
bigger than a man’s fit. As there was a
hollow ulcer, from which a large difcharge
proceeded, it induced me to divide the whole
mafs into two. I was very much f{urprized
to

* Vide note IX.
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fulfil two very defirable intentions: the radi-
cally curing the hydrocele, and leflening thofe
enlargements, which feem to melt away in
the courfe of the fuppuration.

IT may be afked, can thofe excrefcences
of the tunica albuginea be fo far charaGer-
ifed, before any operation takes place, as to
be diftinguithed from a real f{cirrhus, or
cancerous difpefition of the tefticle. I be-
lieve - an attentive obferver will gain much
information in this, by paying a proper at-
tention to the patient’s general habit of body ;
whether there be any reafon to fufpe& him
tainted with a cancerous virus; by handling
the enlargement of the tefticle; if it is not
painful to the touch; and the patient does
‘not ‘complain of thofe lancelating pains at
times, in the part, or in his back, which we
find he does where the tefticle 1s cancerous
and that his venereal defires and {eminal
emiflions are not leflfened; for, where the
vafcular texture of the tefticle is engaged,
they muft: I never met a cafe of this kind,
but what was attended with an hydrocele.
Perhaps fome future opportunities may en-
‘able us to give more diftin@ive marks of
this affe@ion, which the cafes we have pro-
duced will fufficiently authenticate.

NOTES
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anterior part of the fcrotum was touched
with the lapis infernalis, as already directed,
and the fcrotum wrapped in the flax-feed

pultice. The child fuffered very little un-
eafinefs, and never was a minute in any

danger. The tunica vaginals was bare in
about ten days, and then burft. A fuppu-
ration {ucceeded, and the difcharge continued
for about ten days, when it gradually lefl-
ened. An indented cicatrix, which adhered

to the teflticle, was formed in four weeks,
and the child was radically cured of the hy-

drocele.

E RO T o En: I 1page:.

i e Dy V
| April, 1779

_ CH IL D, of four years old, had been
| ~generally healthy ; but fubject to erup-
tions, that broke out, from time to time,
all over her head, and from which there
was a conftant difcharge. 'This, by fome
application, was dried up rather fuddenly.
Some time after, the was feized with a vio-
lent pain, as it feemed, in her bowels; cof-

tivenels
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tivenefs, and conftant crying ; the pupils of
her eyes dilated : It was very hard to pro-

cure ftools, Blifters were applied, but fhe
died in the courfe of a week,

D1 8. BB

N opening her head, and fhaving off the

fuperior lobes of the brain, the centrum
ovale appeared vaftly elevated and convex ;
which was occafioned by more than half a
pint of water, contained in the ventricles.

I saw feveral children this year with an
hydrocephalus internus. ‘Their complaints
were generally miftaken for worms, or mefen-
teric he&icks, &c. except in fome chronick
cafes, where the head was vaftly enlarged.
An inability to bear the light, dilatation of
the pupils, and irregular fever, are the cha-
ralterifticks of the difeafe; and generally, a
a day or two before they die, they fudden-
ly become fenfelefs, and lie in a fort of
continued ftupor.

Wuen the bones of the cranium eafily
yield to the diftenfion of the water, the head
v, fometimes

. S
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fometimes is amazingly enlarged, and the
difeafe genmerally becomes chronick ; as
we find in thofe children, whofe heads con-
tinue gradually to increafe, almoft from the
time they were born. But when this difeafe
happens to children of three or four years old,
or upwards, we find it, in general, of the
acute kind; as the bones of the cranium
are more capable of refifting the diftenfion
of the water, and the brain is more immedi-
ately injured in its funcions by it.

@ T TR 16 EEER ) B €-

THE following cafe will fufficiently illuf-
trate the praltice recommended, and it might
be deemed rather too prolix to add more.

TR D £ 6

November, 1779.

‘N healthy boy, between three and four
years of age, had an hydrocele of the

left fide, for about three months before I
faw him. On pun&uring it with a lancet,
about four ounces of water were evacuated.
It filled again, in about three weeks after. 1

then
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rubbed the anterior and inferior part, to about

half the breadth of fixpence, with lapis in- ':

fernalis, fo as to form an efchar, and after

applied the flaxfeed pultice. This was re-

peated occafionally until the tunica vaginalis
appeared diftended with the water. I flight-
ly rubbed that part until it floughed away,
and the water drained off. 'The fcrotum and
teftis, that fide, were inflamed and painful
up to the ring. ‘The pultice was continued,
and the child purged occafionally. A fup-

LSNPS P
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puration fucceded, but I did not perceive |

any floughs from the tunica vaginalis. 'The
inflammation fubfided, and the fuppuration
leflened gradually, and a radical cure was
compléted in about four weeks. The cicatrix
remained indented,, and griped to the tefticle.
The child never was in the leaft danger, al-
though he was, by no means, taken the pro-
per care of by his parents.

N O T '‘E_.dV. page o

THE following cafe is an inftance of an

-
- B R L T — e S ——

hydrocele returning, after the patient un-
derwent the radical method of cure remm-i

mended by Douglas.

CASEj
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B W D

May, 1779.

MAN, aged thirty, confulted me on

an hydrocele, which, he faid, he
had been cut for, nine months before, but
without effe&t. I examined the {crotum,
and found that an oval piece had been
removed : The cicatrix adhered to the teftis,
but water colleted at each fide. 1 advifed
him to let the cauftick be applied, but he
would not confent. I was after informed,
that the operation had been performed ac-
cording to Douglas’s method, and .as much
as poflible of the tunica vaginalis taken
away : the whole procefs proving extreme-
ly painful and tedious; which frightened the
man from undergoing any more radical cures.

PG T V. . page a2

RN S H etV

November, 1771.

YOUNG man, an apothecary, whom
I ufed occafionally to tap for an hy-

drocele,
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drocele, which he laboured under for fome
years, ventured to perform the operation him~
felf, by puncturing it with a lancet. The
next day, he found the fcrotum rather fuller
than before the operation.

On the third day, he fent for me. I found
him in great pain, and full of apprehenfions
of it’s proving fatal. On examining the
fcrotum, it appeared monftroufly diftended,
and of a duiky black colour; which made
him imagine the part gangrened. But, on
affuring him that it was a general attendant
on thofe cafes, and proceeded from an ex-
travafation of blood, he became more fettled,
and readily confented to my laying open the
fack; which I immediately performed, ex-
tending the incifion the whole length of the
tumour. I difcharged a great quantity of
blood, fome fluid, and fome clotted. ‘The
tefticle was not to be {een, nor the infide of

the fack, being covered with the extrava-
{fated blood.

THe f{ubfequent {ymptoms were extreme-
ly mild. An abundant fuppuration fucceed-
ed; the parts became clear; a cicatrix was
formed in about two months; and the pati-

ent
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ent was radically cured, and remains fo, it
being now eight years ago.

NSO AN E = VL “hdage' 32

THE following is an inftance of the
good effets of internal medicines in thofe
cafes, for preventing the teturn of an hy-
drocele after tapping.

GeAntS E VL
November 1779.

A MAN, aged forty-five, had, for fome

months before he applied to me, both
tefticles much enlarged, and knotty tumours
up the fpermatick chord. The right was
moft engaged, and an obfcure fluGtuation
was perceptible. 1t gradually increafed, and
the diftenfion of the tunica vaginalis was at-
tended with much pain. It was of a globu-
lar form, which is rather unufual. He {feem-
ed to have his liver affeéted, and was of a
corpulent fallow habit of body..

I evacuaTED the water of the right fide;
put him on a courfe of deobftruent pillg,
chiefly compofed of foap and extradt of hemr

E lock,
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getting up: ‘This he did not tell, until a few
days before he came to the hofpital.

ON examination, there was an uniform
{welling from the abdominal ring to the bot-
tom of the fcrotum, that fide, like a large
hernia; but I found a plain fluQuation in it,
and made a pun&ure as in the hydrocele,
and evacuated a naggin of water: 'The {cro-
tum was immediately leflened, but the tuni-

ca vaginalis of the {permatick chord appeared
il full.

THREE days after, I perceived a flnctua-
tion in the abdomen; and, by the patient’s
keeping in bed, the fwelling on the tragit of
the {permatic chord difappeared ; but on his
getting up, was as large as ever. | now per-
ceived that the water returned into the ab-
domen, when he lay down, and into the {per-
matick procefs, when up. I made a longi-
tudinal incifion on the procefs, and laid bare
what, to appearance, refembled an hydatide,
as big as an egg; which, on pundturing,
difcharged much water : Its coats, although
pretty thick, were tran{parent. Introducing
my finger, I found the abdominal ring much
dilated ; and, on prefling the belly, the water
always gufhed out. Near three pints might be

E z evacuated.
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evacuated. He was lightly drefled, and &

{oft emollient pultice applied over the fcro-
tum, &c.

SoME time after, the tunica vaginalis teftis
{feemed to be much diftended with water ;
and, on puncturing, it difcharged better than
a naggin of clear water. The incifion over
the fpermatick chord digefted well; but the
coats of the hydatide were raifed up into a
hard fort of fungus, which, by the {fuppu-
ration, gradually fubfided.

THE tunica vaginalis teftis filling foon
agam, I applied the cauftick. The {crotum-
was, in confequence, puffed for fome days,
attended with a flight degree of fever, which
foon fubfided, and a plentiful fuppuratiomn
fucceeded. Water came out now and again
from the incifion over the fpermatick chord.
Nothing particular intervened during the
treatment; and the boy was difcharged,
about the middle of June, radically cured of
an hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis of the
{permatick chord by incifion, and that of the
tunica vaginalis teftis by the cauftick, and I
{fent him down to the country. Towards
the clofe of the treatment, I put him on a

courfe
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courfe of deobftruent pills, with the bitter
infufion.

NO T E o VAL, p;. 44.

R Hill *, in the courfe of thirty years
pradtice, extirpated eighty-eight can-
cers, and fays he fucceeded in feventy-five;
fo that only thirteen, out of the whole num-
ber, fuffered a relapfe. From which he con-
cludes, that by far the greater number of
cancers are local, occafioned by fome acci-
dental hurt; and that, on removing the dif-
eafed parts, the conftitution remains found ;
except when, by long delay, the blood is
infe&ted by the ichor of cancerous ulcers ab-
forbed into the circulation. He therefore
ftrongly advifes us never to allow a cancer to
continue till it be ulcerated.

MRgR. Monro 4, on the contrary, aflerts,
that, of near fixty cancers, which he had
been prefent at the extirpation of, only four
patieiits remained free of the difeafe for two
years. ‘Three of thefe lucky people had

- occult

* Vide his Cafes in Surgery, p. 73.
+ Vide the Edinburgh Medical Effays, vol. V,
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men, of a fallow countenance, fubje& to
erratick pains, and of an irritable habit of
body : And women, who have been irregu-
lar, as to the menfirual difcharge, hyfterick,
and, if married, remain without having
any children. Whether, in thofe, what the
ancients called an atra bilis, or the moderns
a lentor, or tenacity, in the fluids, ever takes
place in the general mafs of humours, which
might incline them to ftagnate in the moft
mtricate and vafcular texture of the glands,
is a very doubtful queftion.

THE manner, in which thofe tumours ge-
nerally make their appearance, leaves us no
room to judge, that they are the effect of a
flow acoumulation of tenacious fluids in the
vafeular texture of the glands: For, on en-
quiry, we find, by the general account of the
patients, that they have appeared fuddenly ;
fo as, in" fome, to make them imagine they
were ftruck with fﬁmethiﬁg; and, on apply-
ing their hand to the part, they feel a tumour
completely formed.  'This would rather lead
us to imagine that a pre-exifting cancerous
virus, determined to a gland, a&ts as a ftimu-
lus, to excite fuch an increafed contraétility
in the furrounding veffels, as fo rapidly to

form the tumour.
WHEN
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WaeN this event takes place, from the

peculiar intricate vafcular firu@ure of the
- glands, which fo readily admits a ftagnation
of the fluids, and where the general circula-
tion has fo little influence, we will not be

furprized that a complete difcuffion is fo dif-
ficult to attain.

ExTernAL ftimuli, fuch as proceed from
different injuries, as blows, &e. may be faid
to produce fimilar effe@s : But with this dif-
ference, that, as the fluids are not vitiated,
of courfe our apprehenfions are lefs alarming.

WueN a {cirrhous tumout: is formed, it
often lies for years, without either increafing
or diminithing ; or if it does, it is in fo gra-
dual a manner,  as that .it’s progrefs is almoft
imperceptible to the patient, and is attended
with little or no pain, except a.i;.uerf,ajp' pe-
riods : as that which precedes the menfes in
women, or hemorrhoides in men ; change of
weather, or fome intemperance in point of
regimen. In this cafe, it {eems as if nature,
after depofiting on fome gland, rids the gene-
ral mafs of humours of the cancerous virus ;
until, by a new accumulation,. or fome ac-
cidental intemperance, either more or lefs is
thrown on the gland, or the ftagmant hu-

' mout
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mour becomes a principle of irritation. Of
this we find the moft frequent examples in
fcirrhufes, that appear in thofe who are in
the prime of lite, or little removed from thir-
ty. After the firflt effects of the {cirrhus fub-
fide, if inquietude of mind does not prompt
the patient to tamper much with the com-
plaint, the fcirrhus very often lies inoffenfive ;
until after that period, the ceflation of the
menfes, fo critical in women, takes place; or,
in men, until the natural vigour of their con-
ftitution gives way.

Tais period is but too often accelerated,
either by intemperance, a fedentary life, or
continued melancholy caft of mind : As here,
the digeftive and concocting faculties become
gradually impaired ; and that energy in the
circulatory {yftem, fo neceflary to maintain
a due tonus in the folids, is of courfe daily
decreafing ; the fluids, for want of a proper
renovation, by degrees become vitiated, and
tainted with different f{pecies of acrimony ;
which will excite the cancerous ferment, al-
ready depofited in the glands, to action.

But thofe fcirrhous tumours, which ap-
pear in women on the decline of life, after
the menfes have quit them, or who have large

hemorrhages
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{o much inquietude to the mind, particular-
ly in the female fex, as {cirrhous tumours :
Every enlarged gland, if feated in the breaft,
threatens a cancer, they think: And thofe
melancholy apprehenfions beget that conftant
follicitude, we find in thofe patients, to try
- every application, that, on enquiry, they
may hear, has been productive of any good
effe@ in fimilar cafes. 'This difpofition of
mind, joined to conftantly feeling, or irri-
tating the tumour by a variety of applicati-
ons, often changes, into a real {cirrhus, a
tumour, that otherwife would have remained
inoffenfive, during the patient’s life, or
would have gradually difperfed. Of this,
ther'éi a_i'r;_' but too many melancholy exam-

ples.c

“In all thofe cafes, it will contribute much
to the fuccefs, of whatever method of treat-
mEfi_t"wéj’may adopt, to ufe every endeavour
in ‘otif ‘power to banifh from the patient’s
mind everyided, that may incline him or her
to believe the tumour to be of a cancerous
nature s ‘Our real fentiments we may difclofe
to the patient’s friends.

I'HAVE ‘béen imperceptibly led ‘into this
l_;f_jﬂg}laiglreﬁnn'; but, ‘as it is conne@ed with
R ol ot ' the
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of the Lucan Spa *. 'This he drank for fix
weeks, and the {corbutick eruptions difap-
peared. I now took him into the hofpital,

the tumour being nine inches and an half in
length, and thirteen round.

I applied the cauftick, according to MTr.
Elfe’s dire@ions, on the anterior and rather
middle part of the tumour; as the tegu-
ments were there thinner, and more pro-
minent : befides, to apply it more inferiorly
was too near the fcirrhus. In three or four
days, the floughs feparatad‘ ; and the tunica
vaginalis appeared, which was much increafed
in thicknefs: When it feemed very thin, I
punctured it with a lancet, and difcharged
much water. A fuppuration took place. He
had no pain or tenfion of the belly or back,
or fever of any confequence. After eight
days, he got up every day, the fcrotum be-
ing fupported by a fufpenfory, and pulticed.
A plentiful difcharge of matter fucceeded,
and a gradual diminution of the tumour.

The efchar had been {fomething more than
the breadth of a fhilling.

THE parts now appeared florid, and were
contracting, and an adhefion took place be-

tween

¢ A cold fulphureous Spa near Dublin.
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I found, at it’s inferior part, the tefticle
found in every refpe&, and no way increafed
by it. ‘The whole tumour was {fo compadi,
as to feem fomewhat grifly. In the middle
of it’s fuperior part, correfponding to the
fmall aperture, where the cauftick was ap-
- plied, there was a cavity, like where an al-

mond had lodged, containing an acrid green
matter,

SomEe hours after the operation, there was
an hemorrhage, pretty confiderable; and I
was obliged to take up two fmall arteries.
After this, he had not the leaft difagreeable
{ymptom, pain of the back or belly, or in-
deed any fever to fpeak of; and in about
a month, the wound was but a fimple line,
and nearly cicatrized. From his bad habit of
body, that fcorbutick f{caly eruption again
covered his thighs, and made the fore have
a foul appearance near the abdominal ring ;
but, by the mercurial pill, and decottion of
farfaparilla, he foon got well, and left the
hofpital, in eight weeks from the operation,
a robufit fellow.

CASE



[ 8 ]

C A Mg YRR

June, 1798

A M AN, aged forty-five, tﬁree months
before he came into the hofpital, got a
{welling in the left tefticle; which gradually
increafed, and became hard, and exceedingly
painful. On examining it, I found it of the

fize of a large turkey egg, very hard back-
wards, but a {mall collection of matter on

it’s anterior part. He complained of a pain
in his back, and had much declined in flefh :
his appetite and fleep were indifferent. I let
out the fmall colleGion with a lancet; and,
on introducing my finger, found the parts
underneath very hard. 'The edges of the
opening, in fome days, became inflamed and
very painful; fo as, in fome time, to de-
generate into an ill conditioned ulcer.

He was put on a mercurial alterative
courfe of calomel, purged off every three
days. When the inflammatory diathefis was
over, he got the bark in decoftion; and
Goulard’s lotion and pultice were applied.
This not fucceeding, the hemlock juice was
given, to the quantity of four fpoonfuls a

da}';
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day; he was drefled and pulticed with it:
And certainly the appearances foon changed
, for the better, and the ulcer became clean,
and, in the courfe of {ix weeks, healed:
but the fcirrhous tefticle remained little dimi-
nithed, attended with acute pziiﬁé_ at times.

FINDING every mode ineffe@tual in dimi-
nifhing the bulk of the teflicle, and fearing
things would change for the worfe, I propofed
caftration, to which he readily agreed.

Having laid him on the operating table,
his legs hanging over the end, 1 made an
incifion above the ring; and continued
it; fo'as to' leave an oval piece of the
integuments on the teftis. Having cleared
the fpermatick chord, and divided it, I took
up the {permatick artery. I then feparated
the tefticle, and diffeéted it out. Having
drefled him, I applied a" flannel dipped in
oil and fpirits to his belly, which was to be
occafionally renewed. When he was put to
bed, I gave him the antimonial paregorick.
He complained all that day of a great pain in
his belly and back *. The embrocations were
| K repeated,
* This complaint is a frequent attendant on this operation,

let the mode of operating be what it may ; although it has been
imputed to the including the entire chord in the ligature,
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were confounded the convolutions of the vas
deferens and epididymis. I defigned to have
had a drawing of it, but it was imprudently
thrown away.  Neither of thofe tumours
feemed of the cancerous kind.

N =07 THEL «X. ' paged ¢b.

CRNARSE N b " X

Augult, 1779

MAN, aged fifty-nine, perceived a

{welling of his left tefticle, which cons
tinued flowly to increafe for five years, un-
attended with pain. After hard labour, the
{crotum, which before was in a natural ftate,
became confiderably diftended, and continu-
ed to increafe until I faw him, which was
pine years after the firft commencement of
the complaint. He had the largeft hydrocele
I ever faw. Having pun&ured it with the
{mall flat trochar, which anfwered much bet-
ter than the common one, or lancet, I drew
off more than three pints of water, applied

a fufpenfory, &c. The tefticle feemed much
enlarged.

F2 THREE
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Turee days after, he came to me with
- the tumour near as large as before he was
tapped. 1. took him into the hofpital ; ‘and
after ftuping and pulticing, and {uch evacu-
ations as were neceflary to abate any inflam-.
matory diathefis, when the pain fubfided, the
tunica vaginalis being vaftly diftended, 1 ap-
plied the canftick as ufual. The fcrotum
was wrapped in the flax-feed pultice, and a
paregorick givéh him.

IT took me up ten days, occafionally ap-
plying a frefth cauftick during the time, be-
fore the tunica vaginalis became thin and
bare: For, as this membrane was prodigiouf-
ly increafed in thicknefs, feveral laminae of
it came off, before the water was percaptible.
After this, I juft made a pun&ure with a lan-
cet. Half a pint of water might have been
then evacuated, and it continued to drain off
for three days; after which an abundant
{uppuration took place. 'The parts gradual-
ly contralled to about the fize of a turkey

cga.

THE man, during the whole procefs, fuf-
fered but very little pain: no fever or in-
flammatory tenfion attended. When the {up-
puration was eftablifhed, pills of extra& of

hemlock
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hemlock, and a deco&ion of the bark, were
given him. A colleClion of matter appeared,
above where the cauftick was applied, to
which I gave exit. After this, the enlarge-
ment confiderably diminithed, and the pain
abated. He left the hofpital radically cured
of the hydrocele ; and although the enlarge-
ment has not entirely. fubfided, yet it does
not ' trouble him ; and he is perfectly eafy,
free from pain, and .able to- earn his bread.
I l&tﬂl}f faw him, and, find the {fcrotum has
an healthy look ; the cicatrix is funk, and
ﬂ.dhf:rﬂs to the enlargemem which I find
has fo diminithed by the fuppuration, that I
think. there is very little danger of it's ever
tmubhng him *,

I uave every reafon to think that the
vaféular'ﬁrﬂ&uré'df the tefticle was not
engaged any more than in the two precedmg
cafes; and that the enlargement confifted in
a fungous excrefcence of the tunica albuginea;
which, I believe, has not, in - general, a
cancerous tendency. Iad not the two pre-
ceding - cafes occurred to me, I certainly
would have caflrated this man, if he would
{fubmit to the eperation.

F1 SINCE

* The telticle at prefent is nearly reduced to it’s natural fize.
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THE next da,y, | & aﬁ’ed thc fetc:n in Mr
Pntt s methbd The nperdtmn was eaﬂy and
E‘Epﬁdltlﬂllﬂ}" perfnrmeﬂ the patlent fuﬁ'er-
&d” ver}r little pain.. ~ After he was put to bed
I gave him fwe,nt}f dfﬁps of thﬁbalc tin&ure,
in fumc mnnanmn ‘water. 111 about three
hﬂ'l.ll'.:, after- the opei*ﬁiﬁn was pt:rf'ormed he
had a violent redchlng, and was | in gredt

pELIIl Whmh ﬂb]lﬂ’ﬁd me tu:} rcpeat th::: parea
gﬂrlc J- aa -

! oy -r'rl—|

THE..; fullawmg ii&y, I fﬂﬂﬂd he pqﬂ"ed
the ‘night | indifferently; but the redching
fubfided, on viewing the tefticle,”T' found
it enlarg\ed and very painful: the pain, cx-
tendeﬂ up the fpermatlcl-i chord. | I ordered
him td hé"fblf:d aal cfﬂolllent ﬂyﬁ,’&‘tn be
injected,’ ‘and the feﬁlcie to be wrapped 1n
the ﬂax—feéd pu‘ltlce Ht. had a 'ﬁfme julep,
'Wlth fo mé tin&. ‘thbbam m (Biey tl;il-lC thmurr]l
the ‘day, and a parﬁgor;c: at. night. Th{t
teﬁ:cle remalned ftill very large anﬁ p'uﬂful
at. buth egdsr (}f the. fe:t'giﬁ ; Thc antqphlﬂgtf.-
tic rgglmen was can.tmued, ;md his . bowels
-‘kf:pt free by caﬁor oil, or. clyﬁcr

ALTHDUGH the fuppuratmn mcreaﬁ:d yet
the fwclﬁng of ‘the tefticlé was not materially

leflened,
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matter was colletted in the tunica vaginalis
pofteriorly. After this, all enlargement con-
fiderably fubfided, as well as the pain.  From
the fuperior aperture of the feton, there was
a confiderable difcharge of matter.

Waen the difcharge helow began to de-
creafe, the beginning of the fifth week, an-
other colletion of matter formed, fuperiorly,
towards the feptum fcroti. = After I gave this
exit, the cafe became very favourable: The
{welling gradually fubfided, the fuppuration
diminithed, and the patient was difcharged
the hafpltal cured the eighth week

ALTHOUGH the- fnoetfisof this npf:ratmn
does not correfpond with the cafes Mr. Pott
has produced ; yet the effe@ts have been very
{imilar in all thofc cafes, in general, where
the feton’ has been paffed, in which I have
been either concerned, or have had an oppor-
tunity of hearing from other praQitioners.

THF npe:ratmn, and treatment after, is ex-
trcmcl}f ﬁmpl&, and obvious to every pradi-
tioner, that no unfavourable {ymptems can
well be imputed to an etror in thofe refpeQs :
But, I prefume, both reafon and experience
will convinge us,: that, where we.immediate-

ly
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being full* again: He had, befides, a diffi-

culty in making water, and was in immi-
nent danger, fince I {faw him laft, from a re-
tention of urine. He was willing to under-
go the radical cure by cauftick, and T took
him into the hofpital. 'The fack was not as
full as when 1 firft tapped him. After or-
dering him a dofe of phyfick, I applied the
cauftick, compofed of lapis infernalis beat up
~with foap, and gave him twenty drops of
tin€ure thebaic after,

On taking off the cauftick, I found it
had run to mere than the breadth of a
crown *: the man felt a good deal of. pain.
‘The tefticle, next day, became confiderably
enlarged, and painful.” The whole fcrotum
‘was wrapped in the flax-feed pultili;fﬂ., and
the paregorick repeated at night: A faline ju-
lep given through the day. 'The third day,
the enlargement of the {fcrotum, and up the
{permatick chord, was very painful; and he
had a pain in his back. T ordered him to be-
bled, an emollient clyfter to be given him,
with fome {poonfuls of a laxative mixture,
{o as to procure four or five ftools, and the pa-

regorick

* This accident happened by ufing part of a caunftick, that was
prepared for-another man the day before, g that it was wet,
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regorick as ufual. 'The fourth day the pain
of his back fubfided; but the ferotum was
very painful, inflamed, and the tunica vagi-
nalis appeared black and tenfe; round the
circumference the ﬂn_ughs began to {eparate.
Fomentations, the emollient pultice, faline
mixture, paregorick at night, and a loofe belly,
was the treatment.

Although the tunica vaginalis was engaged
in the flough, yet I did not punéture it until
the eighth day. ‘The water gradually drained
off: the whole fcrotum was wvery painful,
and the fore floughy, His beliy was kcpt
loofe, and I gave him the bark. |

- ApouTt the ﬁxteenth'dﬂy ;hc entire tunica
vaginalis feparated; and came away : It was
fome lines thick.. From this time the pain
fubfided, and a large fuppuration took place;
the tefticle appeared, with the tunica albugi-
nea, entirely covered with granulations; the
{ore began rapidly to contract; all pain fub-
fided; and, at the end of four weeks, the
f{crotum was nearly of its natural fize, and
the fore not the breadth of a fhilling; and
at the end of fix weeks, he was entirely
well, |

~ "ACCIDENT
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‘Accident here thewed me the effeGs of a
large cauftick; for 1 did not intend that the
elchar thould be more than the breadth of a
fixpence: However, 1 was agreeably fur-
prized to find the {ymptoms, although pain-
tul, by no means hazardous; as the man was

not a moment in danger, and the radical
cure 1s certain.

In Elfe’s method, I never could obferve
the tunica wvaginalis entirely flough away,
nor do I believe it generally happens *. But,
in this cafe, one fphere of it was expofed
by the cauftick, and feparated entire; for,
by gently pulling with my forceps, it came
away. From this cafe, I am inclined to be-
lieve that the cauftick may, without danger,
and even to advantage perhaps, be applied
to a larger extent.

CASE

* Mr. George Stewart, furgeon to the Royal Infirmary,
who has an extenfive practice in this line, has been fo ob-
liging as to inform me, that he has radically cured twenty-one
patients of the hydrocele by the cauftick of lapis infernalis, 1in
Elfe’s manner, without any difagreeable accident intervening ;
nor has he perceived, that the tunica vaginalis has floughed away
in any, as mentioned by Mr. Elfe vfvally to happen; and they
all got well from four to fix weeks.
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ture, and the fuppuration had detached the
efchar, the tunica vaginalis appeared crude
and thickened, and feparated intirely in fome
days, and came away. 'The fore rapidly con-
tracted, and the young man was perfectly
cured of his double hydrocele in two months.
He never was in the leaft danger, nor was
the whole procefs of the cure attended with
fever, or any confiderable pain. His bowels
were kept free, and the bark was given after

the fuppuration was formed. An opiate was
feldom requifite.

I have generally obferved that, on difcharg-

ing the water, the patient’s ftomach turns,
and he inclines to faint. 'This is a nervous

affe@ion, which a few drops of tin¢ture the-

baic given will prevent. The flax-feed pul-
tice, &c. may be difpenfed with, in a great

meafure, and comprefles dipped in oil and
{pirits {fubftituted.

LR ASES VK XV,

July, 1:81.

M AN aged fifty, had the cauftick

applied to an hydrocele of the right
‘fide. ‘The inflammation ran very high, the

fuppuration



[> g8 P

_ fuppurat'inn was 1ll c.qnd}tinncd, an_d'_'f:_he whole
tumour, at the end of five weeks, put on
the appearance of a large farcocele. - In this
condition he came to the hofpltal as caftra-
tion had - been prnpnfed to him, in another,
as the only refource: And I really, on exa-'
mining the tumour, which was as big as a

large melon, advifed him to {ubmit to it, but
he refufed it.

I ordered him to ftupe with a {ftrong decoc-
tion of hemlock, and pultice with the leaves ;
and gave him fome calomel, which was purg-
ed off occafionally. In about a week’s time,
there was a remarkable change for the better.
A large fuppuration fucceeded; the tumour
gradually leflened; and in about a month’s
time he got radically cured of the hydrocele,
and the enlargement gradually fubfided.

In all thofe cafes, we fhould be very
cautious in propofing caftration ; for if we
have but patience, and follow this line of
condud, an happy termination of the difeafe
frequently fucceeds. I have feen fimilar
cafes, in which caftration was performed, and
on examination, found the tefticle not mate-
rially engaged, the whole tumour being form-
ed by the thickening and inflammation of the

tunica
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tunica vaginalis teftis: One in particular oc-
curred to me in prafice : The tumour was
amazingly large ; the teftis was entirely dif-
engaged, being rather lefs than natural ; but
the tunica vaginalis formed a thick fack,
much like a fcooped melon ; and where it
is thickened we cannot expe it will fudden-
ly contract, as that muft be in confequence
of an abundant fuppuration.

Bien 5 ok XV.

Augult, 1781.

AN healthy lad, aged eighteen, had, for
two vyears before he applied to me, an
hydrocele of the left fide, every way well
circumftanced. After the ufual preparation,
1 paffed the feton in Mr. Pott’s method : No
particular circumftance attended the opera-
tion. He got the antimonial paregorick a
little after. In the evening he was very
reftlefs, complained much of pain in the
~ tefticle. He was bled, aclyfter inje&ed, and
the paregorick repeated at night. He paffed
the night extremely ill.

THE next day, the tefticle and fcrotum
G were
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the bark was given. However, he conti-
nued for three weeks in {fuch a ftate, that I
thought every day would be his laft. A
large quantity of matter formed in the tuni-
ca vaginalis, to which I gave exit by a pretty
large opening: ‘The tefticle appeared cover-
ed with the albuginea in a ftate of incarnati-
on. Things now began to wear a more fa-
vourable afpect, but the tefticle ftill conti-
nued extremely enlarged; fo that I thought
there was a colle@ion of matter formed in
it, and punctured it with a lancet: 1 was
miftaken, but no bad confequence enfued.
He had a very flow recovery, and was not
quite well to be difcharged until nine weeks
were expired; and the tefticle remains fiill
large, but I believe it will gradually come
down.

THIs man ran a {evere rifk of his life, as he
was in continued danger for three weeks.
The feafon of the year indeed, it being the
dog days, was againft the operation ; but ftill
the inflammatory {fymptoms ran vaftly higher
than I ever faw before; and the general
erithifm was much greater, although the fe-
ton was fo foon withdrawn. I am more and

more convinced of the danger attending the
3 2 {cton,
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On the gth, I pierced the tunic on the
right fide with a trochar, and drew off about
three pints of bilious water, and ‘paffed a
feton, according to Mr. Pott’s method, on
that fide, in preference to the other, upon
a fuppofition that, that tunic would be found
thicker and lefs irritable. 1 then paffed a
trochar into the left fide, which difcharged.
about the fame quantity of the like kind of

~fluid ; but I did not pafs a feton on that
fide, from an apprehenfion that the inflam-
mation, arifing from two fetons, might not
be fufficiently under control; and from an
hope that the inflammation, caufed by the
introduction of a feton on one fide, would
(by confent of parts) be communicated in a
fufficient degree to the other, fo as to pro-
duce a radical cure of both. 'The tefticles,
together with their procefles, were found in
a natural ftate; and I ordered him an c_:upiatf:,
to be taken at night.

10oth, I found the fcrotum much fwollen,
and the tefticle, on the right fide, confider-
ably enlarged, and very painful. He had
. fpent a reftlefs night, owing, in fome mea-
{ure, to the nurfe-tender’s having neglefed
to give him the paregorick draught.

< 11th. He
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well. He continued nearly in the fame ftate
till the 23d.

24th. Matter forming on the right fide.
March 8th. The feton was withdrawn. The
inflammation immediately fubfided, and for
feveral days a confiderable quantity of pus
continued to be difcharged, from the cavity
of the tunica vaginalis, through both the
orifices ; on the ceafing of which he was dif-

miffed radically cured of his hydrocele, on
the right fide only.

April, 1781, he came again to the hofpi-
tal, with the vaginal tunic, on the left fide,
as full of water as it ever had been; and on
the 3d of that month, I pafled a feton. For
two or three days, there was fcarcely any in-
flammation. I then moved the feton up and
down, fo as to irritate the parts, and give
him confiderable pain. A very {mart inflam-
mation fucceeded, fufficient to produce a
{mall colle&ion of matter in the dartos, on the
left fide; notwithftanding which, I did not
withdraw the feton for twenty days; and he
was difcharged the hofpital on the 22d of
May ; but notradically cured.

ROBERT MAXWELL, aged fixty-four,
DE wak
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2d. 'TuaT the feton is not infallible ; that
it fometimes caufes more, and f{ometimes
lefs, inflammation than is neceflary; and
{fometimes, although the inflammatory {ymp-
toms run high, does not effect a radical cure.

3d. THAT an entire cohefion of the tuni-
ca vaginalis and albuginea does not always
take place, when a radical cure is produced.

From the numerous opportunities I have
had of paffing the feton, in the Houfe of
Induftry, where the average number of peo-
ple, communibus annis, exceeds one thou-
fand, and this difeafe very frequently oc-
curs, I hope I may affert, without the im-
putation of prefumption, that a total cohe-
fion of the tunics does not always exift,
when a radical cure of the hydrocele is ef-
feted, either by a feton, cauftick or tent:
Nor is it, in my opinion, necefiary, (in .
order to account for the diforders not re-

turning) to fuppofe fuch an wunion to
have taken place.

I BeLIEVE it is generally admitted, that
this difeafe is occafioned by an obftru&ti-
on of the abforbent veflels of the tunica

vaginalis :
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cluded the regular furgeon from the advan-
tage of experience, and confequently the
operation from being improved ; and threw
the operative part of furgery into the hands
of the moft illiterate quacks, who, as their
bread depended on operating, often operated
without any kind of neceffity, and were in-
capacitated by their ignorance, and general
want of condud, from deriving any advan-
tage from experience, or from improving the
operation, by which they gained a livelihood.
The difeafe, which makes the fubje& of thofe
obfervations, ftrongly evinces the truth of
what is here advanced.

It is very evident, that Hippocrates did
not confider the difeafes of the bladder, with
that degree of attention, he ufually confi-
dered other diforders ; and that he relinquith-
ed this part of praflice to thofe who con-
fined themfelves to cutting for the flone;
the more particular inveftigation, of thofe

diforders, being referved to the time of
Celfus.

Cersus confiders blood, or pus, in the
urine as fure {ymptoms of either the blad-
der or kidneys being ulcerated. If the urine
be thick, and fomething like hairs or ca-

runcles






ey 1

any perfon, under the age of nine years, or
above fourteen, yet it was generally adopt-
ed, without fuch limitation, and pra&ifed
until the middle of the fixteenth century;
when the apparatus major, introduced to the
publick by Marianus Sanc¢tus, although in-
vented by De Romanis of Cremona, was
juftly preferred to it; fo that the regular
pradtitioners abandoned it, and cutting on
the gripe was only practifed by itinerant li-
thotomifts.

Tue fimplicity of the apparatus minor
feems to have ftrongly recommended it to
Heifter ; and he fays that, in many cafes,
it may be pra&ifed with great advantage;
as in all thofe where the {tone can be eafily
brought down, by the finger in ano, and
made protuberant in perineo: This 15 not
hard to effet in young children; and I have
been fometimes, on the authority of Heiiter,

- tempted to cut in this manner; but never
did but twice, and that where the flone had
been fixed in the entrance of the urethra:
Both patients recovered extremely well from
the operation.

GRoENEVELT *, in his Difiertatio Litholo-
gica, fays cutting on the gripe was common-
ly pra&tifed in England ; and our eldeft fur-

geon
[* ; & Haissote in. 1684
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neral ufe, until Chefelden publifhed his la-
teral method of cutting for the ftone.

Waorver will look over thée-__feveral trea-
tifes on this fubje&, by Colot,  Tollet, and
Mery, will find that, by the direction of
their incifion, which was made parallel to
the raphe, and extended, from under the
{crotum, for two or three inches downwards,
will be convinced, that they only opened the
urethra, and that in the moft ineligible part ;
‘and’ that it was impoffible, even' with all
their dexterity, to cut entirely the bulbous
part of the urethra, without injuring the
reGtum. The confequence was, that, in the
dilatation, and extra&lion of the ftone, the
membranous part of the urethra, proftate
-gland, . 'and neck of the bladder, were mi-
{erably torn *; fo that only two, out of
five, generally furvived the operation, and it
is to be fuppofed that hardly any, if the
ftone happened to be large.

Bnﬁnnu, of the Hotel Dieu,and Marechal,
both improved this operation, by inclining
the ftaff towards the right groin; fo as to

give their incifion a fort of lateral direction ;
H and

* Vide Le Dran’s Parallele des differentes Manieres de tirer la
Pierre.
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times burft; befides, the peritoneum was li-
able to be cut, and the cavity of the abdo-
men expofed to the influence of the air;
there was danger of the protrufion of the in-
teftines, and of a putrid fuppuration to fuc-
ceed, from the urine lying continually in the
wound : Thefe are the difadvantages that
feemed of fo great confequence to Mr. Che-
{elden, as to induce him to: relinguith this
operation ; nor fhould it ever be performed,
except on the principles that obliged Francus
to undertake it, which was an abfolute im-
pofiibility of extralting the ftone by .the la-
teral method, and a probability of fucceed-
iﬂg bg,c cutting ‘above the pubis..,’This isa

from many circumitances,  that mu.{’c
very fddam occur in:practice. . 1 .

We are now Ied to confder thf: adm antage:.
of the lateral mﬁthod of cutting for the
flone, which is the chmf obje& -:Jf' th-: pre-
A{ent enquiry.

RAU'*‘, profeflor of anatomy at’ Leyden
o % ENEE i

* Heifter impeaches the conduét of Rau with unwarrantable
malignity ; for, he fays he was difcharged the public profefior-
fhip for mifcondué, or ill behaviour: This by no means coin-
cides with the charafter Albinus has drawn of him in his funeral
oration; for, the concludes his charalter by one of the greatett
elogiums-that can be conferred on any man; faying, he fulfilled
all the duties of a good citizen.
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was the firft, after Frere Jacques, that gave
celebrity to the lateral method of cutting for
the ftorie: He 1s faid to have cut, with the
moft remarkable fuccefs, one thoufand five
hundred and forty patients. Notwithftand-
ing ‘that he made a fecret of the particular
manner in which he cut, as his fuceeflor
and pupil, Denys, has done ; yet, he pretend-
ed that he made his mmﬁon direétly into the
-bladdcr, without materially mtereﬁmg the
urethra, or proftate; ‘and, Mr. Chefelden
feems to have been convinced that the fa&
‘was fo.. But Sharp has ﬁxtremcly well re-
'marke& that 'it' is almoft lmpra&h‘:abff: to
cut into the' bladder, in this way; without
‘touching the proftate gland; and it is very
likely that Rau himfelf was deceived in this
point. However, Chefelden, in endeavouring
to improve Rau’s method, met With"'iré'ry' bad
Tuccefs ;. for, he loft four, out of' ten paﬂents,
whom he cut in this manner, by a ‘putrid
fuppuration that fucceeded ; which was cauf-
‘ed, ashe him{elf relates, b}' the urine con-
tinually Iodgmg on the cellular membrane,
outfide the re&um

HUWEvER, thls dld riot 1nt1mtdate Mr
Foubert from ddnptm'r the idea of Rau’s cut-

ting dlreﬁ}y into thc b]adder, -and he is of
' opmmn,

j"
4
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opinion, that the utmoft point of perfe&ion,
lithotomy can receive, confifts in not inte-
refting the urethra, or neck of the bladder,
in the operation. ‘Therefore, after diftend-
ing the bladder with water, he plungesalong
trochar, juft by the tuberofity of the ifchium;
when he has got into the bladder, he intro-
duces his lithotome on the groove of the ca-
nula, and makes a fufficient opening into the
bladder, above the urethra, and one fide of
the neck of the bladder, or between the in-
fertion of the ureter and proftate gland.

TH1s operation was attempted to be im-
proved by Mr, Thomas *, However, I pre-
{ume 1t will appear, that it muft be attended
with all the difadvantages of Mr. Chefelden’s
firft method, and fome additional defets;
for, it has happened, that the operator has
miffed getting into the bladder with the tro-
char. Mr. Foubert himfelf was fully con-
vinced of this, from the bad fuccefs he had
in fome cafes ; and although he endeavour-
ed, by placing a flexible canula in the wound,
to obviate the gangrenous fuppurations, that
arife in confequence of the infinuation of the

H 3 . urine

» Pallucci has alfo endeavoured, but to little purpofe, to im-
prove this method, which he looks on to be one of the finelt ia-
yentions in lithotomy, Vide his Remarks on Lithotomy.
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and frequently, the gland was net at all
touched, the bulbous and membranous parts
of the urethra, being the only parts incifed :
The confequence was, that flones, any way
large, were extralled with great difficulty,
and the patient’s generally died.

Ir we confider that the proftate gland,
which we often find confiderably enlarged in
calculous patients, is of itfelf a folid whitifth
mafs, as large asa cheftnut, incapable of
giving way, without being reat afunder ; and
the impoffibility of extrading a ftone, with-
out it’s being either divided with a knife, or
torn from the urethra, and lacerated in the
effort; we may well judge how painfully
laborious the extraction of a large flone muft
be, where this gland is not divided, and the
imminently dangerous confequence of being
obliged, otherwife, rudely- to lacerate it. 1
therefore prefume that the method, in which
thofe parts are fairly divided with the knife,
will contribute confiderably to leflen the dan-
ger, attendant on cutting for the ftone.

As cutting for the flene, in the methods
already deferibed, has been always efteemed
‘a difficult operation, and.in which, the Sur-
geon’s operative abilities are put to the {>ve-

' reft
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farily divides the anterior part of the urethra,
as far, he fays, as the incifion in the fkin;
and neither his dire&or or knife are well
calculated, afterwards, to give a proper de-
gree of {teadinefs to the operator, or to exe-
cute the intention of the operation.

IN the year 1750 *, 1 believe, Frere
Come contrived his biftouri caché. 'The fim-
plicity of the inftrument was fuch, and the
method of ufing it appeared fo extremely
eafy, as to recommend it to many furgeons;
as it was affirmed, that the leaft dextrous
furgeon could, with eafe and fafety, perform
the operation, as well as the moft experienced :
However, the fuccefs was various, and did
not, in general, correfpond to this charaGer.
Mzr. Louis 4 has, in 2 memoir, thewn the de-
fects of this operation, and the dangerous
confequences attending it, the chief of which
feem to be as follows:

Frere Come’s biftouri caché 1s very far
from being an inftrument, whofe ufe requires
little or no dexterity in the operator; for, a

great

* Mr. Pouteau, and Le Cat, both invented lithotomes, but
they never were generally adopted into pradiice.

+ Vide Memoires "de L’Academie Royale dec Chirurgie,
Tom, IIL
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great deal of the fuccefs of the operation will

depend on the proper management of the bif-

touri caché, after we have introduced it in-

to the bladder; and, as Mr. Bromfield 4 has

well obferved, there is great nicety in mak-
ing the drawing cut; for, if the blade of the
- inftrument is not placed with fome obliquity
downwards, it will wound the ereCtor penis,
and that branch of the hypogaftric artery,
called pudica externa; if placed quite perpen-
dicular, it will wound the veflcula feminales,
and inteftine; and, if you draw it in a
{traight line towards you, the bladder will
be wounded beyond it’s neck. From this it
will appear, that the biftouri caché is not
well adapted to the general dexterity of fur-
geons. I have operated on the dead fubje&t
with this inftrument, very frequpntl_y, and I
find Mr. Bromfield’s account of it to be a
very fair reprefentation ; for, if we fet the
inftrument at any of the higher degrees, af-
ter withdrawing it, we will find the tragit
of it marked on the fundus of the bladder :
This muft, and really does, fometimes fub-
je&t the operation to fatal hemorrhages, par-
ticularly where the veflels about the neck

of

+ Vide his Obfervations in Surgery. Vol. IL p. 240,

- .
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of the bladder are varicous, which 1s not un-
frequent in thofe cafes.

Besiprs, all that certainty of dividing
the parts intended, when we fet the in-
ftrument to a certain degree, is found to be
fallacious; as it will vary, and depend very
much on the operative abilities of the fur-
geon ; fo that, although it may be an ufeful
inftrument in good hands, it is, by no means,
calculated for the generality of operators *.

Mr. HAwkINs's cutting gorgeret appears,
at firft view, extremely fimple, and well cal-
culated to render the operation of lithotomy
quite ealy. Howeyer, thereis a good deal
of dexterity required in the management of
it; for, after introducing the beak of the
gorgeret into the groqve of the ftaff, if the
operator does not properly incline the ftaff
towards himfelf, at the fame time that he
lowers the handle of the gorgeret, {fo that it’s
beak may be puthed onward along the groove
of the ftaff, the gorgerct may {lip between
the re@um aud the bladder, and the intenti-
on of the operation be defeated .

| HOWwWEVER

* Mr. Caque, Surgeon at Rheims, has improved the biftouri

caché, by fhortening the cutting blade, and making it blunt ag
the point.

+ An accident which has fometimes™ happened.
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However, I muft confefs, this does not
appear to be the ftrongeft obje&tion againft
the ufing this inftrument in preference to
others; but that, in all the trials I have
made with the gorgeret, on the dead fubje&,
I never found the opening into the bladder
fufficiently large, for the extraltion of a flone
of a middling fize, without a confiderable
laceration of the parts. I have frequently
taken the largeft fized gorgeret, and could
not find that, in the adult fubje&, I ever
entirely divided the proftate gland, if it was
any way large: And, in the operations that
were performed here on the living fubjed, if
the ftone was large, the extraGtion was pain-‘-
fully tedious, and effected with great difficul-
ty, and ‘in fome cafes not at all.

In this curfory review, of the different
methods and inftruments, propofed for per-
forming the lateral operation, I prefume it
will appear, that many of them are rather
too complex, and require fo much dexterity
in the operator, as to render the event of
the operation additionally precarious : Befides,
the entire divifion of the proftate gland is
very uncertain in all, except we ufe Frere
Come’s inftrument; and then, we run the

contrary
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contrary rifk of cutting into parts which
thould remain untouched.

'To obviate, in fome degree, all thofe dif-
advantages, and to fecure, to the operator,
a certainty of dividing the membranous part
of the urethra, proftate gland, and neck of
the bladder, without putting his dexterity
to any f{evere trial, Mr. Daunt,. a furgeon of
the firft eminence in this city, contrived,
in 1750, a condulor and lithotome *, which
have been found extremely well calculated

for the purpofe. The method of ufing them
15 as follows:

'THE patient being properly fecured on the
‘table, and the ftaff introduced, and held by
an afliftant, the ﬂpcratnr makes his external
incifion, as defcribed by Sharp and Brom-
field, or as if he was to ufe the cutting gor-
geret. - Having opened the membranous part
‘of the urethra, the operator introduces the
condudtor, along the groove of the flaff, in-
to the bladder; he then withdraws the ftaff,
and takes the condu@or in his left hand.
Having introduced his two fore-fingers into
the handle, A, he places his thumb over the
bow of the mf‘rument B, which gives him

dan

* Vide plate II.
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ceux de la taille laterale. J'ai montré vos in-
firumens a I'’Academie de Chirurgie, et jai
- €té nommé Commiffaire, avec deux autres de
nos Meflieurs, pour en faire des experiences
fur le cadavre. Je vous ferai part, avec
grand plaifir, du jugement qui en fera porté.
Je lui ai montré aufli votre bandage uniflant
pour le bec de lievre, et elle I'a fort approve.
Je fuis chargé de {a part de vous dire, qu’elle
recevra trés volontiers tout ce que vous lui
communiquerez de vos travaux, Pour moi,
Monfieur, je vous priec d’etre bien per{fuadé
la parfaite confideration avec laquelle je fuis,

Votre tres humble et tres
obeiffant ferviteur,
MORAND.

Paris, the 14th of February, 1754.

SIR, -

HAVE received, with great pleafure,
and return you thanks for, the ac-
count and inftruments, which you have fent
me, for the improvement of the lateral me-
thod. I have given up to the Academy of
Sciences what regards the account of your

{uccefs, in order to be inferted in their tran-
faltions,
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MONSIEUR,

N a fait plufieurs experiences avec leg
inftrumens que vous avez communiqué

a I’Academie pour loperation de la taille.
I’Academie en a eté fatisfaite: On coupe
tres bien la proftate et le col de la veflie: Le
biftour1 de Mr. Le Dran, dont le tranchant fe
trouve a la convexit¢ du demi croiffant qu’il
reprefente, produit le méme effet: Comme la
plupart des lithotomiftes fe propofent de cou-
per ces parties, il y en a beaucoup qui ont ima-
giné differens moyens pour y parvenir, et ils
ont eté prefenté a ’Academi¢ ; mais la forme
particuliere que vous avez donné au condu&teur
male eft plus fure et plus commode, par rap-
port a 'anfe qui eft fous le manche, et qui,
a votre imitation, feroit trés bien approprice
an gorgeret dont on fe fert ordinairement
dans cette operation: Le fecond inftrument,
qui eft conducteur femelle et litotome en
meifme tems, eft conduit invariablement dans
la veflic au moyen de la tige echancrée, qui
eft a fon extremité, et coupe lateralement
le col et la proftate: Il a paru aux Commif-
faires, qui ont fait I'epreuve de ce litotome,
qu’il feroit plus convenable que la lame tran-
chante fit faite {ur le modele de celui de Mr.
Chefelden, ceft a dire, qu'elle fit un peu
plus large et convexe vers la pointe, pour
1 couper
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SIR,

HERE have been feveral trials made
with the inftruments you have tranf-
mitted to the Academy for the laterdl ope-
ration : The Academy has been fatisfied with
them : They cut the proftate and the neck
of the bladder very well: Mr. Le Dran’s bif-
tory, the cutting edge of which is on the
convexity of the half crefcent it reprefents,
produces the fame effet. As moit lithoto-
mifts have it in view to cut thofe parts, many
of them have devifed different infiruments
to effet it, and they have been prefented
to the Academy ; but the particular form you
have given the male conductor, is more fure
and commodious, on account of the bow on
the handle, which, according to your man-
ner, might well be adapted to the gorge-
ret ufually employed in this operation. 'The
fecond inftrument, which is both a fe-
male conducor and lithotome, is invariably
introduced into the bladder, by means of the
curve teeth at its extremity, and cuts late-

rally the neck of the bladder and proftate.

The committee, who have made the trials
of this lithotome, have thought it more ex-
kg pedient
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readily undertake to difplay their merit, were
it necefary.

I am,; with perfect e{’cecm;
S1R,
Your moft humble,l and
Moft obedient féﬁraﬁt,

| MOR AND.
February 27, 1755: '

|. T#E Tﬁpériof facility of performing the
later:_;ll gpcr_*ation. with thofe. inftruments, the
fteadinefs they give the operator, and the cer-
tainty of his dividing laterally the proftate
gland and neck of the bladder; are evident,
I prefume, from the refult of the repeated
trials made on the dead {ubject; by order of
the A&;ademy

Itas remarked b)r the gentlemen of the
ﬁcademy, that, if the blade of the lithotome
was fumewhat larger, and convex, at the
pomt and narrower at the bafe, it would
be be_tter adapted more exactly to divide the
préﬂate; &c. With this view,_ I gave the
lithotome the form that is thewn in the plate,
and altered the conduétor,; fo as to be much

. | more
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the creft of the condu&or, and the reft of
the operation, is fo fimple and obvious, as to
require no farther directions.” I think that
introducing the fore-finger on the conduQor,
previous to introducing the forceps, 1s very
proper; as by it we may, at once, afcertain
what opening we have made.

Tue ealy or difficult extra&ion of the
ftone generally decides the fuccefs of the ope-
ration. If it is large, in whatever manner
we operate, the extraction will prove more
or lefs painful, tedious and difficult, attend-
ed with contufion and laceration of parts.
The caufe of death, in thofe who have un-
dergone the operation, where the kidneys,
bladder, &c. were not in a morbid ftate, will
be found either to be from the exquifite-pain,
attending the frequent introdu&ion of the
forceps, flipping of the ftone, and laborious
extraClion, by which the patient is exhauft-
ed, and expires fthortly after the operation :
In this cafe the patient may be faid to die
of fatigue ; for, his exit is too rapid, to ad-
-mit of being imputed to inflammation or
gangrene. Or, if this does not happen, we
find all the fymptoms, that after intervene,
ftrongly denote the violence done to the

parts : Rapid fever, pukings, tenfion of the
| | - belly,
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prefume, it will be found very advifable, in
all cafes, where the flone is large, or; from
any other circumftance,; the extraltion is
likely to prove difficult, to wait the period
of fuppuration, and by no means to fatigue
the patient with any attempts immediately
to extra& the flone: And where there are
more ftones than ene in the bladder, I be-
Keve, it will be the fafeft method, to extract
them at different times.

TrE: treatment of the patient, after the
operation, chas. been {fo ably laid down by
different authors, that to give a detail of it
here - wnnic[ be fuperfluous.

-~

,,,,,

I* SHALL CIfo: ‘thefe obfervations by a few
semarks on the unfrequency of the ftone in

Imla:ﬂd aud on the futility of l}Ehﬂntr;ptlcks
- I+ algds

| AL:FHmUGH Dublin is reckoned the third
].a.rgf:ﬁ city, in Enrqpe, and it’s inhabitants
may be computed at about two  hundred
thoufand, yet, calculous patients are rarely
met | with ¥ In the different provinces of
dreland, the ftone is flill lefs frequent. By
| ~ what

* It'may feemlextraordinary that, in fo large a city, there has
not been one operation for the ftone, very near thefe two years.

This traét was written in the latter end of 1779, fince which
time, four patients only have been cut in Dublin.
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cnt in the Worwich Hofpital, which was on-
ly opened in 1772.

IT is very difficult even to form a plaufi-
ble conjeture, why the people of Ireland
thould be fo exempt from calculous difeafes.
I have read many ingenious, but few fatis-
faCtory reafons, why the ftone fhould be
more prevalent in one country than another,
as in fome provinces of France, different
counties of England, the Highlands of Scot-
land, where, I am informed, the ftone is
a yery common diforder,

Ir we confider that the greater number of
calculous patients are to be found among the
children, particularly thofe of the poor*;
and that it frequently happens that they are
affeted with gravelly fymptoms, fo early as
to leave little room to attribute them to the
influence of regimen, it will not be eafy to
find the canfe in the non-naturals.

WERE the crudenefs, tenacity, and gene-
ral

¥ Van Swieten's reafon, why the children of the poor fhould be
fo frequently aflifted with the ftone, is, that the parents leave
them a long while together in cradles, and give them diacodion,
to keep them eafy: But this reafon may be deemed Jocal; for
although that cuftom does not prevail in Irelgnd, fill the greater

pumber of calculoys patients are children.
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IT has been computed that the fixed air,
contained in the human calculus, confti-
tutes more than one half of it’s bulk; and
this fixed air has been looked on, as the
vinculum of cohefion between it’s terreftri-
ous parts ¥,

O~ thofe principles, phyficians have been
induced to adminifter, as folvents of the flone,
{fuch medicines as are known to be abforbents,
as I may fay, of this fixed air; or, on the
contrary, fuch as abound with it, and com-
municate to the ftone more than it’s natural
proportion of fixed air. In either way, it was
expedted the folution of the ftone would
equally happen, by the extrication of the
fixed air.

IT is much to be regretted, that this inge-
nious theory, when applied to practice, has
not, in any meafure, an{fwered the great ex-
pectations entertained of it ; which ferves to
prove the uncertainty of all theory, that is
not corroborated by facts, and how cautious
we fhould be of forming precipitate conclu-
fions.

SINCE

* However, this has been denied by Macquer, one of the molt
celebrated Chemifts in Europe. Vide the laft edition of his Dic-
tion. de Chym. Art. Gas.
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Since the time Mors. Stephen’s medicing
was purchafed by parliament, and that Dr.
Whyt publithed his Effay on the virtues of
lime water ; lime water and foap have been
éfteemed the moft effeGtual lithontripticks,
and, as fuch, have been given in every
form; and, what 1s a rare occurrence, they
have had a longer and a fairer trial given
them, than, perhaps, any other medicine ;
and that from the patients being wound up, -
by the plaufibility of the theory, into the ab-
folute belief that they were certain folvents
of the ftone.

However, thofe, who have perfevered
the longeft, and moft regularly, in the ufe
of thofe medicines, have, notwithftanding,
died with ftones in their bladders; as was
the cafe of Lord Walpole, and the Earl of
Orford: ‘The firft took lime water and foap,
in large quantities, for eight years, and then
died of a lingering fever, with three ftones
in his bladder. 'The Earl of Orford took Dr.
Jurin’s lixivinm, or the capital foap lees,
and died of an hemorrhage from the bladder *.

Ir

* His Lordfhip’s expreflions to Dr. Jurin, a few days before he
died, are too remarkable to be pafled over. Doétor, fays he, till

now I could never believe, that your medicine wouald diffolve, or
break,
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IT cannot well be conceived, that medi-
cines, fo highly alkalefcent, can be continu-
ed for a length of time, without introducing
a {eptick tendency into the whole {yftem.
T'wo years ago, I cut a gentleman’s fon, who,
for fifteen months before, had been on a
courfe of lime water and foap: He was pale
and bloated, his gums were loofe and {pungy,
his breath was very offenfive, his humours
feemed ftrongly to tend to a ftate of putref-
cency ; and it was with difficulty he recover-
ed, even with the liberal ufe of the bark, nor
did the ftone bear any impreffion of the fol-
vent. We fhould, therefore, be extremely
cautious how we perfift, for a length of time,
in the ufe of medicines, that eventually may
be productive of the worft confequences, and
that never yet were known, in any inftance,
to anfwer the intention with which they
were given, that is, entirely to diffolve the
ftone. THE

break, a ftone in the bladder : You have gained that point upon
me. I find it is a thing of great efficacy, and I heartily wifh
good fuccefs to it, both for your fake, and for the good of man-
kind. But don’t you think, added he, prefling the Doftor’s hand
gently with his own, it has almoft blown me up? Should not
that make you very cautious in the ufe of it for the future ? Vide
Ranby’s Narrative. However, his Lordthip was miftaken, as to
the lithontriptick qualities of the lixivium ; for there were many
ftones found in his bladder, after his death. The late Mr. Gars
rick alfo fell a vitim to his confidence, and long continuance,
in the ufe of folvents,
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bladder; for, he was prefent at many of thofe
experiments ; and it is very difficult to con-
ceive, that a medicine, which does not exerta -
{folvent quality, when immediately applied in
it’s full force to the ftone, can pofiefs, after
pafling through the circulation, fuch power-
ful lithontriptick qualities as are afcribed to
it. However, if it does no good, it can do
no harm, which is more than may be faid
of moft other medicines.

NoTwITHSTANDING the variety of lithon-
tripticks every day propofed -, a man, who
has a ftone once formed in his bladder, will

have but a very poor chance for being relieved,
except by ‘the hand of the furgeon.

+ The uva urfi, a {pecies of the arbutus, which De Haen re-
commends as a lithontriptick, was never tried here, as far as
I can learn; but, even by his own account of it, it’s virtues
‘muft be very doubtful.

K EXPLANATION
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IG. 1. Shews the fteatomatous excre-
{cence, A, furrounding the vafcular
texture of the tefticle, C, which is perfectly
found. B, is the ulcer mentioned. Through
the part correfponding to the opening in the
integument, the probe, A, is paffed. The
Epididymis, which 1s eafily to be difcerned in
the tumour, is not exprefled in the drawing.
I mention this, left the excrefcence, which
evidently arifes from the albuginea, fhould
he miftaken for an enlargement of the Epidi-
dymis.

Fi1c. 2. The flat trochar for tapping an
hydrocele, and which will be found much
preferable to either the common trochar or
lancet. -
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FiGc. 1. The ftaff. 'To this inftrument I #

have given a greater convexity, and fhorten-
ed its neck, fo as to adapt it the better to
the operator’s holding it himfelf.

- F1e.2.. The knife, with which T make
the external incifion. QYD

Fié. 3. The c_ondﬁ&nr.~ This inftrument

is longer than Mr. Daunt’s: I have formed

it curved; and made the creft run along the "

fide: This precludes the neceflity of the ope-
rator’s lateralizing his hand, as the inftru-
ment, on 1its introdué&ion into the bladder,
will lie in the direétion it fhould be held in.
The form .I have given the handle enfures a
greater firmnefs to the operator.

FiG. 4. The lithotome. The difference
_ between it and Mr. Daunt’s may be eafily
- perceived: I have given it a gentle curve,
‘adapted to the condudtor.

- T HAVE fréquently tried thefe inftruments
~ on the dead fubje&, and find that they ren-
der the operation extremely {imple, and that
the operator may be certain of invariably di-

viding the proftate gland and neck of the
bladder.
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