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that I could not prevail upon any of my me-
dical friends to try this new mode of intro-
ducing it into the habit.

I refolved however not to propofe this
bath to my patient at firft, in order not to
alarm her; but to give a fair trial to the in-
ternal ufe of the extra@ of hemlock, and the
external application of the plant in pultices
and fomentations. She perfifted for a long
time, and the dofe of the extract was gra-
dually increafed as far as it could be borne,
but without any vifible effect, except a trif-
ling alteration for the better upon the firft
trial of it, or upon the firft varying of thefe
applications for fome other, A year and a
~ half or more pafled away in this manner,
during which time fhe tried the extra&t of
hemlock, the bark, the fublimate, the carrot
pultice, and many other things without ob-
taining any relicf. On the contrary, the grew
vifibly worfe. Long continuance of excru-

ciating pain had reduced her to an extreme
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tion of the efchar, before the powder were
applied to the other ulcers, that my patient
might be preferved from any further unne-
ceflary pain, if it fhould be found not to fuc-
ceed in this firft trial, The experiment was
carried on {o flowly and with fo much cau-
tion, that a few days elapfed, before the ef-
char had pervaded the whole furface of the
fore, It was foon thrown off, not being
deep, andin a few days after this, I had the
fatisfaction to find the little ulcer perfectly
cicatrized. In the mean while it was ob-
ferved with pleafure that the cafe continued
mending in every other particular. This
courfe was therefore ftedfaftly perfevered in;
the liquid was ufed outwardly to all the in-
durated parts, the martial flowers were taken
inwardly in as large a dofe as they could be
borne, and the arfenical powder was applied
at different intervals to all the fores, in
greater or lefs quantity, as it was judged
neceffary to make the efchar more or lefs

C'3 deep.
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the part with attention, it appeared however
that the {mall line remaining under the arm-
pit at the period of the healing of the wound,
though nothing had been done to it, was
now entirely diffolved, fo that there was not
the leaft trace of the large induration that
has been defcribed in this part, and it
was even impofiible to diftinguith where it
had formerly been. My patient was defired
to take notice of this favourable circumitance,
which contributed to quiet her fears, and to
convince her that the difeale was now fo ef-
fectually fubdued, that the little accident
would not be attended with any confequen-
ces, No other application was made to the
fcratch, than fome white cerate fpread as
thinly as pofiible upon lint ; with which we
had the fatisfaction to find that it healed in a
few days.
Such was the cafe and the event of it, upon
which my hopes of having difcovered a me-
thod
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pounds. But it may not be improper to
obferve that, when I was obliged to employ
the dried plant, a much {maller quantity of
this was found equivalent, as it may natu-
rally be fuppofed, to a much greater quan-
tity of the recent herb.

Some of the firft cafes of ulcerated cancers
in which I bhad an opportunity of trying the
hemlock bath were in the Weftminfter
hofpital. It will be needlefs to tire the reader
with defcriptions of fimilar cafes ; butI fhall
principally refer to two of thefe patients, be-
caufe they lived the longeft, and thereby
enabled me more particularly to note the
effects of the method. Thele two cafes
were of long ftanding, the patients advanced
in years, and the appearances of fuch a
nature, as not to afford any profpet of fuc-
cefs from the ufe of the knife. In both
thele inftances the firft effects of the hemlock
bath ufed with a large quantity of the plant
were the fame. A high fymptomatic fever
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the acion of the arfenic and fpirit of falt,
the ufe of the mixture was fufpended, and
the mel 2gyptiacum ufed alone. Sometimes
the fore was merely wafhed with my liquid.
When the mixture was ufed, the patient
was directed to take particular care not to
{wallow any of her faliva for feveral hours
after, and to wafh the mouth with fome of
my liquid, lowered with water, before fhe
{fwallowed her faliva, or took any food, The

corrofive fublimate was foon after {fubftituted

to the martial flowers, as_ being judged from
Do&or Akenfide’s obfervations to be a medi-
cine better adapted to this cafe. With this
medicine internally, and the fore-mentioned
applications externally, fome advantages
were"g'ained ;- but the diforder ftill proving
obftinate, I refolved at length to give the
arfenic internally, beginning with the fix-
teenth part of a grain every day, and gradu-
ally and carefully increafing the dofe till my
-patient took a grain in the day. This patient
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height, nor was it near fo much advanced,
nor in fo bad a ftate as when he firft put
himfelf under my care. But he was now
too much harraflfed both in body and mind
with what he had gone through to think of
fubmitting again to painful dreflings; fo that
I now refolved to try the effet of fixed air
upon the part, which I was informed had
been tried with fuccefs in thefe cafes by an
ingenious gentleman in the profefflion. This
application was continued for fome time,
and it appeared to keep the wound clean, and
the part tolerably free from pain. But as he
was again anxious to return into the country,
I furnithed him with the apparatus for con-
tinuing to apply it himfelf. I was informed,
to the beft of my remembrance, that he per-
fevered in it till the time of his death, but

without its producing any particular effet
on the difeafe.

Since I have had occafion to mention the
application of fixed air in thefe complaints,
E 4 and
























! 1
Y







L[ .65 ]

are, that the wounds thus dreffed do not yield
fo great a fhare of matter, that the granula=
tions are not therefore fo likely to rife above
the edges of the fore, that thefe edges them-
felves are more eafily kept clean, and that
the dreflings are not in the lealt offenfive to
the patient.

But to return to the fubject of fixed air.
If I did not apply it to cancers merely with
a defign of correcting their foetid fmell, as
others have done, it may be afked what was
my view in trying it. i acknowledge that
my expectations of {uccefs from it in cance-
fous affections were founded on its mepbitic
qua]itf, rather than on its falutary properties...
I have long fufpected that the cancer was

produced from infeéts or the germina of them —

taken up from the air by the lymphatic
veflels ; and that in the inftances of {chirrhous
tumours, which fometimes continue for a
long time in a ftate of eafe and tranquillity,
thefe germina thus abforbed remain in an in-
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The fecond circumftance which fuggefted
the idea to me of the cancer being generated

by

With refpeé to (chirrhous tumours of the liver,though
they alfo appear to be indurations of a different kind
from the cancer, yet as I fufpe this diforder to be
more frequent than it is generally imagined, it will
not, I hope, be thought intrufive, if I take the op-
portunity of this note to communicate what has oc-
curred to me in the treatment of thefe cafes.

A negro fervant belonging to Do&or Mac Namara
was admitted into the Wefltminfter hofpital under my
care, He had a large prominent tumour on the
right fide of the linea alhz, and immediately under the
margin of the cheft. From the feat of the complaint,
the fymptoms attending, and from an obfcure fluctua-
tion difcerned in the tumor, I fulpeted this to be an
encyfted abfcefs of the liver, a difeafe often met with
among negroes, and therefore refolved upon opening
it. I made an incifion through the whole extent of
the tumour, and after having divided the mufcles of
the belly and the peritonzum, gave vent to a quantity
of matter, which evidently appeared to be contained
in a large cyfl, totally diftinét from the cavity of the
belly as ufual in thefe cafes. The fac ran fo far back
‘towards the fpine that it was not poffible to emptyit at
once, and, indeed, the contents were fo vifcid and te-
pacious, that it was only by repeated injeétions with
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Nothing feems more properly to favour the
notion of infe@s corroding the parts than that

Thofe who are converfant in dilfeftions have fre-
quent opportunities of feeing that large and indurated
livers are commonly found in the abdomen of perfons
who die of a dropfy in that cavity. Thefe indurations
have, indeed, been reckoned by fome as the chief and
perhaps the only caufe of thefe colleétions of water;
which, if it be the cafe, muft be owen to the preflure
of a bard mafs upon fo large a vein as the vena cava;
thus obftruéting the courfe of the blood returning to
the heart; in the fame manner as the preflure of the
gravid uterus occafions an anafarca in the legs of preg-
nant women, Is it not probable then, that this terri-
ble difeafe might be cured if this apparent caufe were
removed ? Accordingly, I remember to have found
(though I cannot recolleét where, having unfortu-
nately loft many of my papers) that it was a practice
ufed with fuécqfs in India, to rub the belly with mer-
curial ointment in the dropfly of that cavity.

Some years ago I tranflated a manufcript paper far
Docélor Fothergill, which had been fent to him in the
German language from a gentleman at Mofcow. The
author mentioned that he had obferved many internal
complaints to proceed from indurations of the liver,
which could not otherwife be accounted for. He ac-
cordingly recommended a more frequent examination
of the ftate of that organ than is generally attended to,
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Every infe& feems to have its particular
bane. Thus in that cutaneous diforder the
itch, which from Lewenhoeck’s microfcopi-
cal obfervations has been thewn to confift in
numerous infets {warming on the furface of
the fkin, fulphur has been found to be the
moft effeCtual poifon. There are, indeed,
other poifons that will deftroy thefe infects,
fuch as hellebore and mercury, but none of
thefe are near fo powerful againft them as
brimftone *, Thus there feems alfo to be a

* Perhaps it may hereafter be found that moft cu-
taneous diforders arife from the fame caufe. At leaft
they feem for the moft part to have a particular poifon
appropriated to them. Thuswe find, befides the in=
ftance of the itch, that in venereal blotches on the fkin,
fublimate is acknowledged to be the moft powerful
preparatinn of mercury. Hellebore has been recoma-
mended by the antients, and is ftill prefcribed in many
cutaneous eruptions, which we know not how to cure
otherwife; and in the tinea or fcald head, I have found
no poifon fo effectual as a firong decoétion of tobacco,

by which I haye cured fome obftinate cafes of this
kind in a very fhort time, after all the ufual methods,
not omitting even the pitch plaifter, had been tried for
3 long continuance without effeét. _
particu-
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: ’ ' the conjeture I have ventured to men-
1 ﬁarwh_e:n the infects find themfelves. ‘
_iﬁ_uxbﬂi_ by an external application they
'-_;Z-.,r make what hafte they can to get out
of the reach of it. Befides, no other cau-
.', . ever acts vpon the cancerous affection
the manner that arfenic does; for,
were we to attempt to extra@ ichirrhous
ands by any other cauftic, we fhould con-
flantly fail in our attempts; which I am
convinced of as well from the teftimony of
others as from my own experience. On
the contrary, though Mr. Guy’s cauftic
[a not fucceeded in every cale, yet it is
no lefs certain that many have been cured
by it, and that he has frequently extracted
ichirrhous glands entire with it. A moft
.; lar effect Whlch I have alfn accoms=
]u‘hcd in one inftance, which {hall be re-
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a given time, This is a material circumf{tance
to attend to; for if we are too free even in
the external appli¢ation of arfenic for any
continuance, it will be apt to bring on pains
in the extremities and other difagreeable
fymptoms. But in this mode it may be con-
tinued for any length of time without danger,
for as I always fpread the ointment as thin
as -poﬂible upon the lint, a drachm weight of
it will lalt for feveral dreflings, and that
drachm contains no miore thanten grainsof the
magnes, in which there are but five of arfe-
nic. It appears to me that the difeafe may
always be palliated and the progrefs of it
checked by this kind of mixture ; and, per-
haps, if it were continued for many months
uninterruptedly to fmall cancerous fores about
the face, it might often effect a cure : but the
grca_t.;length of time fometimes required to
purfue the fame method with advantage, fre-
quently difcourages the patient and furgeon
too from pericvering as they ought. I have
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The fore was fo much mended by this in a
fhort time, and the patient {o evidently re-
lieved, that the fatisfaction experienced from
this change, made us overlook or not pay fuf-
ficient attention to fome apparent trifling
weaknefs in the leg attended with flight
fpafms. But thefe fymptoms continuing and
increafing, I could no longer doubt that they
were owen to the abforption of the arfenic
from fo large a furface as the fore exhibited.
I therefore defifted from the ufe of this ap-
plication, and drefled with nothing more than
flowers of zine and fulphur combined. But
notwithftanding this precaution my patient
did not long furvive this fre(h attack.
From this fa@ we muft conclude, that

is neceffary to abftain entirely from any arfe-
nical application in paralytic habits ; and that
where the furface of the fore is very large, as
it was in this cafe, and confequently-the ab-
forbent power confiderable, we thould ufe it
with extreme caution.
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feated higher up in the loins, and will moft
properly be diftinguithed by the other con-
"comitant fymptoms of thefe affections, and
by their yielding to the ufual remedies pre-
fcribed in thefe cafes. But if the pain be of
that pricking darting kind fo peculiar to the
cancerous affeClion, if it be much aggravated
by motion, and if it be feated lower down
than the fore-mentioned complaints, upon
the os facrum, and particulatlyif it be attended
with a difcharge from the uterus, though
ever fo inoffenfive, we may have reafon to
fufpect an incipient, or perhaps a more ad-
vanced ftate of a fchirrhous of the womb. If
patients were examined in this early ftate; by
a {kilful anatomift and an experienced and
judicious man-midwife, well verfed in the na-
tural feel of the parts, the true nature of the
difeafe might perhaps be afcertained.

Ihave been more particular in endeavour-
ing to trace the beginnings of thefe uterine
affeQions from an expeation that if they
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