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A H E rimrst of the following
~ traéls contains {fome remarks

‘on a difeafe, to which perfons
of every rank and condition are liable ;
and by which they are rendered truly
unhappy.

From an unpardonable indolence,
or an cqually blameable timidity, it
has been too much the cuftom in this
country, to leave the management of
this complaint to pretenders, and iti-
nerants, fome of whom have been, in
fome degree, acquainted with the or-
gan and its difeafes, others moft grofily
ignorant of both ; confequently the
benefits, and the misfortunes, which
have attended their undertakings have
been various. With thefe I have no-
thing to do; but cannot help taking
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the liberty to obferve, that until the
profeflion 1in general have made them-
{felves capable of being effentially fer-
viceable to mankind in this point,
they muft not be furprized that the
unfortunate and unknowing give cre-
dit to fair promifes.

What I fhall, in the following pa-
ges, advance, regarding the catarad,
is not the confequence of a mere defire
to write, but arifes from a conviétion
founded on frequently-repeated expe-
rience, that we have, within a few
years paft, reprobated an operation
which, in proper hands, is capable ot
producing great good, and have fubfti-
tuted in its place another, which
though perhaps right and ufeful, in
fome particular inftances, has, by
being too generally pra&ifed, occa-
{ioned much mifchief.

I fhould be forry to have what I fay
mifunderftood : I do by no means in-
tend either to praife or blame indifcri-

minately :



minately : I think .that each .opera-
tion has its merit: but I alfo think,
and know, that we have almoft laid
afide one, for reafons which are not
founded in truth; and that we have
rather haitily patronized and pra&ifed
the other, without duly attending to
its very frequent ill-confequences.

The seconp tra& regards a difeafe
which is mentioned, indeed, in moit
books of {urgery, but in general not
in fuch manner as to enable a young
pratitioner to form a proper judgment
of it. By {ome, it 1s paflfed over fo
{lightly, that an ignorant reader might
be induced to {fuppofe that it could ne-
ver occafion much trouble or hazard :
by others, it is regarded merely as re-
quiring a chirurgic operation, to the
performance of which their whole at-
tention is paid ; while, both by the
one and the other, the material cir-
cumftances of ‘the difeale are over-
looked, and no rules laid down

A g whezeby
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'ﬁhereby to determine on the propriety

or impropriety of any chirurgic at-
tempt whatever.

The fubje& of. the Tairp has not,
(at leaft to my knowledge) been pub-
lickly noticed.

All who have the care of hofpitals
in this town know, that the chimaey-
fweeper’s . cancér 1s as real, .and as
peculiar ‘a ditemper as any of  the
morbi artificum ; and a very melan-
choly confideration it is to thofe who
are 11eceﬁarllv n the way of bemcr li-
able to at

The FourTH is the refult of a cu-
ftom which 1 have many years prac-
tifed ; that of making mentoranda of
Shatebet appeared to me to be either
unufual in itlelf, or attended with any
ﬁngularlty of c1rcumﬂances

The rirrTH is on a difeafe, which has
fo generally foiled all the attempts of
| : | art,
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art, as to be by many reckoned among
thofe which are out of its reach.
This truth, though fometimes unde-
niable, 1s always acknowledged with
relu@ance ; and reafons, good or bad,
are thercfore always fought for, and
oiven, for our difappointment. In
the prefent cafe, a defe@ of circula-
tion, an offification of veffels, a want
or depravity of the nervous fluid, with
fome other conjectures, equally inge-
nious, whimfical and groundlefs, are
offered. Whatever may be the origi-
nal caufe of the mortification of the
toes and feet, certain 1t is, that acute
pain is one of its firft and moft con-
ftant fymptoms; and as certain it is,
that while fuch pain continues, no
ftop is, or can be, put to the progrefs
of the diftemper. The ideas of de-
fective circulation, want of fenfibility
in the nerves, of malignity, putrefac-
tion, &c. have, in my opinion, mifled
us from a proper confideration of this
deftru&ive malady, and have put uson

a plan
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a plan of pradice, which, as far as it
relates to externals, feems to me to be
oppofite to that which ought to be
purfued, and to render the difeafe
more intra¢table, and more certainly
fatal. Inftead of cooling, we endea-
vour to excite heat; and when the
parts, which yet retain life and fen-
fation, are in fuch ftate as to be moft
liable to, and fulceptible of irritation,
we apply to them hot, pungent oils,
balfams, and tin&ures, and wrap them
up in cataplafms made of {uch ingre-
dients as are more calculated to an-
{wer the purpofe of ftimulating, than
of appeafing.

In fhort, I cannot help thinking,
that we have, in this cafe, done what
our forefathers did in that of wounds
made by gun-fhot; that is, we have
termed conjetures, concerning the na-
ture of the diftemper, which are not
true, and then have built a practice on
thefe erroncous guefles. The ftrange
notions which our anceftors enter-

tained
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tained concerning the effe@s of fire,
the poifon of gun-powder, the ma-
lignity, and the putrifad@ive difpofi-
tion of gun-fhot wounds, led them to
overlook the obvious, and neceffary
effetts of a high degree of contufion
and laceration, and induced them to
have recourfe to fuch means, as‘tho’
perfeétly agreeable to their theory,
neceflarily increafed the pain, the in-
flammation, and the irritation which
they fhould have endeavoured to foothe
and appeafe.

What the confequence of their
treatment too frequently was, them-
felves have told us; what that of at-
tending more to the true nature of the
cafe, and of acting from fuch confide-
ration has been, our {oldiers and failors
have of late years happily experi-
enced.

Perhaps {ome of the cafes which I
have related, in the rourTH tract, may
not appear to others, to be fo worthy
of notice as they did to me. Some of

them,
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them, I cannot help thinking, may
deferve the attention of the younger
part of the profeffion, to whofe infor-
mation I with to contribute.
Difeafes have, it is true, in general,
a fort of regularity and order, a feries
of caufes and events, by which they are
known and diftinguithed, yet we do
now and then meet with fuch odd ir-
regularities, fuch ftrange and unufual
confequences, as puzzle and alarm
even the foundeft judgment, and the
longeft experience; and unlefs thele
be noted, the hiftory of diftempers
will be imperfedt. -
From writers of {yftems and infti-
tutes, (of furgery at leaft) fuch kind
of knowledge is not to be expected.
They are moft frequently mere com-
pilers, and do little more than copy
each other. The information which
they convey, is at beft but fuperficial,
and much more calculated to enable a
man to talk, than either to judge or to
a&t. It muft be from a careful atten-
| tion
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tion to the cafes of individuals, and
from an obfervation of difeafes, in
their irregular and infrequent forms,
as well as their more cuftomary ones,
that true and extenfive judgment can
be acquired.

If, therefore, a faithful relation of
thefe lefs-ufual circumftances and ap-
pearances, both in the living and in
the dead, was more frequertly made,
it might be produ&ive of no {mall
improvement : it would not be con-
fined to the adding a few anomalous,
excentric cafes to our books, tending
to excite our admiration only, but
might be made to ferve a much more
valuable purpofe ; it might guard us
againft too haftily determining in ca-
fes of real, or of {eeming obicurity,
and might prevent us, now and then,
from fuppofing things to be incapable
of being accounted for, merely be-
caufe we have not yet learned how
to account for them; it might per-
haps lefien our faith in general doc-

trines
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trines and theories, but it would ren-
der us more attentive to facts, and
thereby furnith us with a much more
ufeful kind of knowledge.

Peshaps alfo, upon a more clofe
and frequent examination, we might
find, that fome of thefe very cafes are

neither {o rare, nor fo intractable. as ™ .

we have hitherto believed them to be.
But be that as it may, certain it 1s,
that from fuch inquiry, we fhould at
Jeaft get one kind of information---,
we fhould be furnifhed with good and
fatisfa@ory reafons, why our beit at-
tempts {o frequently fail: I fay fatis-
faory, becaufe I cannot help think-
ing, that next to the pleafure of being
able to relieve the diftrefies of man-
kind, is the fausfaction of knowing
that it was not in our power fo to do.
- Many and great are the improve-
ments which the chirurgic art has re-
ceived within thefe laft fifty years ;
and much thanks are due to thofe who

have contributed to them: but when
we
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we refle@ how much ftill remains to
be done, it fhould rather excite our
induftry than inflame our vanity.

Our fathers thought themfielves a
oreat deal nearer to perfeGtion than we
have found them to be; and I am
much miftaken, if our {ucceflors do
. not, in more inftances than one, won-
der both at our inattention, and our
ignorance. Notwithftanding all our
late real improvements, there 1s ftill
ample room to exercife all the powers
of many fuccecding artifts, and to
furnifh them with large opportunity
of acquiring honour to themfelves,
and of doing much praife-worthy
fervice to mankind: the art is fhll
defe&ive, and the words of Seneca
are ftill, in fome degree, as true as
when he wrote them ¢ Multum
¢ adhuc reftat operis, multumque
¢ reftabit; nec ulli nato poft mille
¢« fecula pracludetur occafio aliquid
adhuc adjiciendi.”

™
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H E contents of the following pages
have lain by me Jome time, and it
is moft probable, that I fbould not have
deemned them worthy of a feparate pub-
lication : bur Mell. HAW E S and
Co. my Bookfellers, intending ﬁmn 20
put a'!l that I have hitherto written,
into ome volume, quarto, I thought I
might as well add thefe papers.” For
the accommodation, therefore, of thofe
who are already poffefled of the offavo
edition, I bave ordered them to be
printed in this fize,
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FHEAE AOtwithftanding the variety of
§ N ﬁ ﬂperatiﬁns and proceffes, which
-1 ® for the relief or cure of this
R R difeafe, are to be found in al-
moft all the books of our forefathers, yet
it is very certain that, until within thefe
laft fifty years, neither the ftate, nature,
nor feat of it, were truly known; at leaft
not to the praitioners of furgery.

B wild



Wild and various were the conjeCtures
concerning it : it was by fome faid to be a
diftemper of ' the vitreous humﬂur, by
others of the aquecus; by fome it was
thought to be a condenfation of earthy par-
ticles ; by others a membrannus film: 1t
was faid by fome to be anterior, by others,
pofterior, to the pupil; it was often con-
founded with the gutta ferena, and fome-
times even with an opacity of the cornea.

Accident, one great fource of many an
ufeful difcovery both in phyfic and {furgery,
firft proved it to be a diftemper of the cor-
pus cryftallinum; to be in general abfo-
lutely confined to it, and to confift of a
greater or lefs degree of opacity : and now,
as is ufual in all fuch cafes, we are con-
vinced, that all the attempts, and all the
operations, which ever were made, or
practifed to any good purpofe, either for its
relief, or its cure, could be fuccefsful only
as they affected that body.

From
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From the knowledge of its feat, and of
one of the principal circumflances of its
nature, we have been enabled to dire& our
attempts-more rationally, and to act with a
greater degree of preeifion and fatisfaction ;
but ftill from all I have been able to colle&,
either from books or from practitioners,
there are fome material circumftances rela-
tive to the difeafe, which are not rightly,
at leaft not generally underftood ; fome re-
mains of the old doétrine ftill continue to
influence both our opinion and practice ;
fome things are taken for granted which
are by no means true; and pradtical infe-
rences are drawn from others, which are
not admifiible. Whether an attempt to fet
fome of thefe in a clearer light, will or
ought to be attended with any alteration in
the treatment of the diftemper, muft be
left to others to determine : I {hall content
myﬂ:lf' with relating, as briefly as I can,
fome few particulars which appear to me to
deferve attention.

B 2 One
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One general opinion among our anccftors
was, that every catara@ had its feafons;
was at oné time immature or unripe, at
another mature or ripe; and that the term
unripe, neceffarily implied a foft, that of
ripe, a hard or firm ftate of the cryftal-
line.

The opinion was a neceffary confequence
of the theory then moft frequently embra-
ced, and was therefore generally credited ;
and, as very often happens with regard to
preconceived notions, it was thought to be
confirmed by falts.

This do&rine has, it is true, been con-
tradicted by fome of our beft modern prac-
titioners ; but flill it not only remains the
opinion of many, but has a very confidera-
ble fhare in determining the preference fup-
pofed to be due to one method of operating
over another.

The
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The terms imply, and are generally un-
derftood to mean, that every catarad is at
firft {oft, through its whole {ubftance ; and
that by degrees, in more or lefs time, it
becomes hard and firm, or at leaft harder
and firmer than the natural cryftalline:
which latter circumftance is by no means
true, either neceflarily or even generally.
I will not fay that it never is; but I can
venture to affirm, that it moft frequently
1s not. Some of our remote anceftors bor-
rowed their ideas, on this fubje&, from
the kernels of fruits; to which they have
indeed compared the cataract :_but the no-
tions of ripe, and unripe, have remained
with many who were aware of the exceed-
ing abfurdity of the comparifon.

If this was a merely {peculative point, it
would be a matter of very little impor-
tance; but as a pra&ical inference is drawn
from it, that the early, or {fuppoled unripe
ftate is an improper one for an operation,
and that therefore a patient fhould wait for

| 8 a
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a later or ripe one, it becomes a matter of
confiderable confequence to fuch ‘perfon
whether he fhall, or fhall not continue
blind all that very uncertain {pace of time.
Neither is this all, material as it may {cem,
for the fame do@rine implies, that the firfk
degree or appearance of obfcurity, however
foft the cryftalline may then be, will cer-
tainly be followed by an induration of it;
or, in other words, that the cryftalline is
firlt rendered {oft merely and only to be-
come hard afterwards: that the fame firfl,
or foft, ftate is not proper for an operation,
becaufe it would neceffarily render it un-
fuccefsful ; and that an increafed degree of
opacity, and obfcurity, may, in general, be
regarded as marks of increafed firmnefs:
not one of which is true.

The natural, found, tranfparent cryftal-
line, 1s very far from being uniform in its
confiftence through its whole fubftance:
its external part is much fofter, and more
gelatinous, than its internal : which there-
fore, although equally tranfparent, may be

faid
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faid to form a kind of nucleus, and is al-
ways of much firmer texture.* From this
found and natural ftate, it is capable of fe-
veral morbid alterations: it is capable of
being diffolved, or of becoming fluid with-
out lofing any thing of its tranfparency :+

it

# [f this known difference of -confiftence, between
the external and internal parts of the cryftalline, was
duly attended to, it would folve many of the appear-
ances in catarats ; which, for want of fuch attention,
are either not accounted for, or very abfurdly. Among
other phznomena, it would account for the very dif-
ferent colour which the different parts of the fame ca-
taraét frequently bear; and which has furnifhed the
wildeft conjectures,

+ It has been fuppofed, by very good anatomiils,
that the human cryftalline has fometimes, between its
furface and its capfula, a fmall quantity of fine pellu-
cid lymph ; and confequently that there is no imme-
diate conneltion between that body and its ‘invelting
membrane. In many beafts, as well as fithes, this is
known to be the cafe; but whether it be {o in the hu-
man eye, is not very eafy to be known during life;
but that this is the cafe, fometimes from diitemper, I
have no doubt: I mean that the whole cryftalline is
diffolved into a fluid, ftill preferving its tranfparency.
This kind of alteration, as I take it, forms, what is by

B 4 fome
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it is capable of being diffolved into an ap-
parently uniform fluid of a gelatinous kind
of confiftence, but which will be more or
lefs opake through the whole ; it fometimes
becomes opake while it undergoes a partial
kind of diffolution, which leaves, or renders
the different parts of it, of very different
degrees of confiftence ; and it now and
then, though very rarely, becomes opake
through its whole fubftance, and yet pre-~
ferves its natural degree of firmnefs.*

Whenever the cryitalline becomes fofter
than it thould be, or tends towards fuch
ftate, it is certainly diftempered, and unfit
for perfe&t vifion, whether it be opake or
not, or whatever its degree of opacity may
be: but whoever fuppofes that fuch fof-

tened

fome called, one fpecies of the gutta ferena ; by others,
the black cataradt,

* From this variety of alteration, which the chry-
ftalline is capable of undergoing, proceed that variety of
appearance which our anceftors have called fo many
different kinds of cataraéls,
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tened and opake cryftalline will neceffarily.
or eyen frequently, acquire firmnels, c:
become hard by time, is exceedingly mif
taken. Opacity, ’though now ‘aud then

accompanied ‘by what is called induraiion,

“is no proof of it, nor of ‘any tendency :o-

wards it ; {o far from it that fomeof 'L ¢
moft diffolved or fluid cataraélts, and wi ch
have been fo for the greateft length of tirne,
are found full as opake as the moft firm
ones.

Whoever has an opportunity of obfer-
ﬁng this diftemper, and will embrace it,
will find that catara&s, which have, ina
length of time, gone through all thofe al-
terations of colour, which are faid to indi-
cate unripenefs, and ripenefs, are often as
perfectly foft as they ever could have been ;
and, on the other hand, will fometimes
find them what is called firmn or hard very
{foon after the firft appearance of obfcurity.
That is, to fpeak more truly, as well as more
properly, the former, havingbeen at firft dif-
{olved, have remained in the fame ftate of

diffolution ;
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diffolution ; and the latter, having been at
firft only partially foftened, have been found
in the fame unequal ftate, with a firm nu-
cleus.®

When, therefore, I make ufe of the
term induration, I do it in compliance
with the common method of fpeaking ;
and not becaufe I think that it conveys, by
any means an adequate idea of the real al-
teration made in the ftate of the cryftal-
line ; far from it ; it neither conveys an idea
of the nature, nor of the extent of fuch al-
teration ; with regard to the former, the

term

* For this there is no poffibility of accounting rati-
onally, but by having recourfe to the natural ftate of
the cryftalline, with regard to the different confiftence
of its different parts. ‘This will account for the alter-
ations to which it is liable from time, accident, or di-
ftemper ; this will thow why there is no uniformly
and univerfally hard cataract ; why, in all of them, the
fofteft part is always on the furface ; why, ever in the
hardeft, the central part is always the moft firm ; and
why the external and internal parts of the fame cata-
rat, are fo often fo diffcrent from each other in co-

lour,
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term induration can, with propriety, be
ufed only in oppofition to a perfect or ge-
neral diftempered diffolution, by much
the majority of what are called firm cata-
rats, being much lefs firm than the fame
cryftalline was before fuch alteration; and
with regard to the latter circumftance, the
extent of the mifchief, it is fubject to the
greateft degree of uncertainty; being fel-
dom or never an induration of the whole
body, but moft frequently a firmifh kind of
nucleus, of greater or lefs fize, contained
within more or leis of a gelatinous, or
fofter kind of fubftance: fo that the nu-
cleus is called firm only in oppofition to
what envelopes it. |

In fhort, if we would think and fpeak of
this matter as it really 1s (or as it appears to
me to be) inftead of ufing the terms foft
and hard in oppofition to each other, and
as implying different effe&ts either of time
or of diftemper on the cryftalline, we
fhould fay that diJolution or foftning, in
fome degree, is by much the moft coma

mca
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mon effect : That, except in fome few in-
ftances, where that body retains its natural
firmnefs, while it lofes its tranfparency,
the moft frequent confequence is a {often-
ing of its texture, either partial or total:
and that feven times in nine, when the
cryftalline becomes opake, and tends to-
wards forming a catarad, it is more or lefs
foftned ; fometimes equally through its
whole fubftance, fometimes partially, ha-
ving a greater or lefs portion left undif-

{olved.

This undiflolved part, which always
makes what is called a hard catara®, may
indeed be called firm in oppofiticn to the
{ofter, by which it is furrounded ; but even
this very part is hardly, if ever, fo firm as
the center of the natural and found chry-
{talline.

I beg the reader’s pardon for having been
fomewhat prolix, but the fubje& did not
appear to me to have been properly at-
tended to.

1t
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It would be exceedingly pleafant, as well
as advantageous, if we could, previous to
an operation, know the true ftate of an
opake cryftalline : it would enable a fur-
geon to determine his mode of operating
with more precifion, and to explain what
his intention by fuch method was: it
would give fatisfaction to himf{elf as well as
to ftanders by ; and make that appear to be
judicious and rational, which, under our
prefent uncertainty, has often the appear-
ance of being accidental, and done at ran-
dom. |

It is agreed by all, who have carefully
confidered this fubje&, and who are inge-
nuous enough to fpeak the truth, that the
mere colour of a catara@, furnifhes no
proof, to be by any means depended upon,
relative to its confiftence; and that they
which appear greyifh, or bluifth, or like
whey, are fometimes found to be firm and
refiftent, while the more equally white
ones, are often perfetly foft,
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I do not mean to affert, but merely to
propofe, to the confideration of fuch as
may have leifure and opportunity, whether
when the opake cryftalline is quite dif-
folved, fo as to form a foft catara&, it is
not, at the fame time, fomewhat enlarged ;
and whether when fuch diffolution does not
take place, and what is called a hard cata-
ra& is formed, the cryftalline is not, in
fome degree, leflened or thrunk.

- Among the circumftances which have
concurred to incline me to be of this opi-
nion is this, that when the pupil has been
obferved to be always in a ftate of dilata-
tion, even when expofed to a f’ci'ong light,
and although capable of motion, yet never
to contra¢t in the ufual manner, I have
moft commonly found the catara& to have
been foft; and, on the contrary, when the
pupil has been capable of full and perfet
contraction over the catara&, I think that

it has mott commonly proved firm; and
this difference I have more than once ob-

ferved
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ferved in the different eyes of the fame |
perfon. The greater degree of facility,
with which the firm catara quits its
place, and paffes through the pupil upon
the divifion of the cornea, does not leflen
the probability of this opinion. I could
alfo wifh that they who have opportunity
would inquire, whether the cataracts which
have been found perfectly foft, have not,
in general, become gradually more and
more opake by very flow degrees; and, in
a length of time, the patient feeling little
or no pain; and whether the firm ones do
not, in general, become haftily opake ; and
are not preceded, or accompanied by fevere,
and deeply-feated pain in the head, parti-
cularly in the hinder part of it.

What has hitherto been faid, as it prin-
cipally regards the theory of the diftemper,
may perhaps be thought to be of little im-
portance ; but when the influence which
thefe opinions may produce, and indeed
have produced on practice, is confidered, it

will
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will be found to be matter of fome confe=
quence: while they are confined to a fur-
géon’s imagination only, they are not of
much confideration ; but when they are to
tegulate his judgment, and dire& his hand,
they become rather ferious.

Since the operation of extradting the
cataralt, inftead of deprefling it, has been
introduced into prafice, and made a kind
of fathion, it has been the humour to ex-
aggerate all the objetions to which the
latter has been faid to be liable ; and that
in fuch a manner, that they who have not
had frequent opportunities of feeing bufi-
nefs of this kind, fall, without reflection,
into the prevailing opinion; feem to won-
der, that the operation of couching thould
ever have had any fuccefs at all ; and at the
fame time are, from the accounts given,
inclined to believe, that the extralion is
always fufe, eafy, and fuccefsful,

The objetions, which are made againft

the operation of couching, at leaft thofe
which
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which have any femblance of truth, or
force, are reducible to four:

The firft is, that if the catara& be per-
fectly foft, the operation will not be fuc-
cefsful, from the impoffibility of accom-
plithing the propofed end of it.

The fecond is, that if it be of the
mixed kind, partly foft, and partly hard,
it will alfo moft probably fail of fuccefs,
not only from the impracticability of de-
prefling the fofter parts, but alfo becaufe
the more firm ones will either elude the
point of the needle, and remaining in the
pofterior chamber, ftill form a cataract ; or
getting through the pupil into the anterior
chamber, will there bring on pain and in-
flammation, and induce a neceffity of di=
viding the cornea for their difcharge.

The third is, that if the catara@& be of
the firm, folid, kird, and therefore capable
of being deprefled, yetin whatever part of

the eye it fhall happen to be placed, it will
C there



L. 181

there remain undifiolved, folid, opake
and although removed from the pupil, yet
prove fome hindrance to perfect vifion.

The fourth objection is, that however
fuccefsfully the depreflion may have been
accomplifhed,. yet that the operation will
neceflarily-occafion fuch violation, and de-
rangement of the internal parts of the eye,
as muft caufe very confiderable mifchief,

Thefe objettions, if they have any real’
weight, are of equal force in every fpecies
of catara& ; and therefore are the more
worthy our attention: fince, if they be
founded on truth, they render the opera-
tion unfit for practice; but if they be not,
_mifreprefentation and fathion fhould never
induce us to lay afide any means which
have been, and flill may be, beneficial to
mankind.

The firft, and fecond, I can from fre-
quently-repeated experience, affirm not to
be true. I mean that the operation of

couching
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couching will not neceffarily, or even ge-
nerally, be unfuccelsful, merely becaufs
the catara& fhall happen to be either tos
tally or partially foft : on the contrary, al-
though thefe ftates will prevent perfet de-
preflion, yet, by the judicious ufe of the
needle, a recovery of fight; the trie end
and aim of the operation, will be 4s cer-
tainly and as perfectly obtained, as it could
have been either by depreffion, or by ex-
traction, in the fame fubject; and that ge-
nerally without any of the many and great
inconveniences which moft frequently at-
tend the latter operation.

The third obje&ion is fpecious and,
therefore, very generally credited. That
it never happens I will not take upon me
to fay, becaufe fo ‘many have afferted it;
fome of whom, one would hope, had
fome kind of authority for what they
have fo pofitively affirmed. But, on'the
other hand, when we confider how few
there are” who have written from their
own examination and experience; and

€ 2 how'
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how many, who ‘have taken for granted,
and copied, what others have faid before
them, our faith will not be quite implicit.
Certain I am, from repeated experience
and examination, that this opinion has
not that foundation in truth which it is
geﬁeraily {uppofed to have; and that it has
been embraced and propagated haftily, and
without fufficient inquiry and experiment.

As this fuppofed indiffolubility of the
opake - cryftalline, is not only fo principal
an objection to the operation of couching,
even when it is capable of being perfectly
deprefled, as to be faid to overbalance all
the evils, many. and great as they are,
which frequently attend the extra&ion;
but is alfo fuppofed to be the caufe of the
failure of fuccefs, when the depreflion of
the fofter kinds of cataracts is attempted ;
it may be worth a little ferious examina-
tion.

I thould be forry.ta have it thought, that
I had any predilection or partiality to one
method
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method of operating more than to another ;
or that I would wifh to give to either any
preference, but what its fuperior excel-
lence, or utility might juftly demand ; but,
on the other hand, I cannot poffibly pay
regard to any authority, however otherwife
refpeCtable, when it contradicts what I
know to be faét. Both operations are
equally practicable by any man who has
a hand and an eye, and is capable of per-
forming either ; but it has of late years
been fo much the humour to depreciate
the one, and to extol the other, that it
becomes neceffary to examine the fuppofed
merits of one, and demerits of the other;
and to fee whether they be drawn from
premiffes which are true; if oneis to be
deemed univerfally preferable to the other,
let the circumftances, on which fuch pre-
ference is to be founded, be drawn from
fa&, and not from fi¢tion; let them be
fairly and faithfully inquired into, and let
fuch inquiry determine.

Cg In
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In order to aflift in one part of this in-
quiry, I begleave to lay before the reader,
a few experiments and obfervations, which
I have made; or I believe I fhould more
properly fay, have repeated; they having
been often made and obferved, but not pro-
perly inforced or applied.®

When the opake cryftalline is in a ftate
of diflolution, or the catara® is what ig
called perfectly foft, if the capfula of it be
freely wounded by the couching-needle,
the contents will immediately iffue forth,
and mixing with the aqueous humour, will
render it more or lefs turbid : fometimes fo
much as to conceal the point of the needle,
and the Iris of the eye from the operator.

This

# When I fay experiments and obfervations which I
have made and repeated, I would wifh the reader to
underftand, that I have made them carefully, for the
purpofe, and fo repeatedly, as to be fatisfied of their
general truth,
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This is a circumftance which has been
obferved by moft operators, and has been
mentioned by many writers ; but it has al-
ways been regarded, and mentioned as an
unlucky one ;. and as being, in fome de-
gree, preventative of fuccefs ; which is fo
far from being the fa@, that as far as re-
lates to this circumftance merely, all the
benefit which can be derived from the motft
fuccefsful depreflion, or extraction, moft
frequently attends it; as I have often and

often {een.

The aqueous humour, however turbid it
may become, will, ina very fhort fpace of
time, be again perfectly clear ; and if no
diforder of the capfula of the cryftalline,
previous, or confequential, prevents, the
rays of light* will pafs without obftruc-
tion through the pupil, and the patient

C 4 - will

* The capfula, or invefting membrane of the cry-

fialline, has very often an unfufpected fhare in the ap-
pareng
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will be reftored to as perfect vifion as could
have followed the moft {fuccefsful operation

of

parent opacity of that body; and is thereby the caufe
of difappointments and inconveniences during fome
operations, and after others. This is a circumftance
which, undoubtedly, has been mentioned ; but has
not been, by any means, fufficiently attended to. The
capfula is capable of becoming white and opake, while
its contents fhall be clear and tranfparent ; it becomes
{o fometimes by being wounded by the couching-needle,
ufed either for the depreflion of a firm cataract, or for
the letting out a foft one; and it will not infrequently
be found fo, after the operation of extration, when no
inftrument has touched it.

Whenever this happens, it is an unpleafant circum=
ftance, but {till more fo, if it continues for any length
of time : I have feen it difappear in a week ; I have feen
it continue two, three, or four, and at laft totally dif-
appear ; and I have feen it continue fo long as to re-
quire the re-application of the inftrument. When it
appears after the depreffion of a firm cryftalline, or
after an unfuccefsful attempt to deprefs one which has
proved not firm enough, it may eafily be, and gene-
rally is, miftaken for a portion of the catara&t rifen
again; but from which an attentive obferver will al-
ways be able to diftinguifh it: but when fuch opacity'
follows what is called a fuccefsful extra&ion, in which
the cornea only was divided ; the capfula not touched

by
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of either, or of any kind in the famé {ub~
je&, and under the fame circumfitances.

When the catarac is of the mixed kind,
partly foft, and partly hard, the immediate
effets

by the inftrument, and the catara& came away intire
thro’ the pupil, the cafe is {elf-cvident.

This may truly and properly be called, as it has been
by Monficur Houin, Haller, and others, a membranous
cataract, as it confifts merely of the membranous cap-
fula of the cryftalline.

‘Wrriters of credit have mentioned, that a catara®
may be formed almoft inftantaneoufly, by external vio-
lence. There is no doubt of the faét; I have feen it
four different times.

Whether this be not an affe@tion of the capfula
merely, I much doubt ; or rather am much inclined to
fufpet, that it moft frequently is. In three of the four,
which have fallen under my obfervation, the opacity
has gradually difappeared after the inflammation, in
confequence of the blow, had gone off; and the eyes
were left as clear as ever. A confequence which, I
think, may be accounted for by fuppofing the opacity
in the capfula only ; but cannot, if we fuppofe it to be
in the corpus cryftallinum itfelf.
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effets of the needle are fomewhat dif-
ferent ; the foft part of the cataract, being
Jefs in quantity, as well as generally lefs foft,
the aqueous humour is lefs turbid ; and the
firm part, or parts of the cryftalline will be
very vifible. In this flate, thefe firmer
parts will very frequently elude the at-
tempts made, by the needle, to deprefs
them; and will therefore remain in the
pofterior chamber. This is alfo reckoned
among the unfortunate circumiftances ; but
although to an operator not aware of, nor
acquainted with the confequence, it may
have all the appearance of being [o, yet it
really is not; the true end and aim of the
operation not being thereby neceflarily fru-
ftrated. In this cafe, if the needle has
been fo ufed as to have wounded the cap-
fula very flightly, it will {fometimes hap-
pen, that the firm part of the cryftaline
will remain in its nidus, and ftill form a
catarac ; which may poflibly require a fu-
ture or re-application of the inftrument,
This is the worft that can happen, and

happens indeed very feldom ; for if the
capfula
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capfula be properly wounded, fo that the
aqueous humour be freely let in, the firm
part or parts, though very vifible at firft,
and preventing the paflage of light thro'
the pupil, willin due time, in fome longer,
in others fhorter, gradually diffolve, and at
leaft totally difappear; leaving the eye as
fair, as clear, and as fit for vifion as any,
the moft fuccefsful operation could have
rendered it ; of which I have feen and ex-
hibited many proofs.*

In

¥ ‘The fpace of time, which the accomplifhment of
fuch diffolution will require, is very uncertain : I have
feen the eye perfectly fair, and clear, within a week afs
ter the operation; and I have feen it require twa
months for the diffolution of all the opake parts.

This has been obferved by many, even before the
nature and feat of a catarat were truly known ; among
the reft, by Read, who fpeaking of one of his own
operations, fays: '

¢ At the end of nine days I vifited my patient, and
¢ found both her and her friends highly difcontented 3

 fo that I met with nothing but inveltives, &c.

¢¢ Withia
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In order to render the faé& ftill more
clear, I have fometimes, when I have found
the catara& to be of the mixed kind, not
attempted depreffion : but have contented
myfelf with a free laceration of the cap-
fula; and having turned the needle round
and round between my finger and thumb,

within the body of the cryftalline, have left
all the parts in their natural fituation : in
which cafes I have hardly ever known

* them fail of diffolving fo entirely, as not to
leave

¢¢ Within a fortnight after, when art and nature
¢ having performed their mutual operations, and all
“¢ the cloudy vapours and rags of the cataract were
¢ confumed and difperfed, her eyes grew clear, and
¢ her fight became perfect. &c.”

¢t T would have every patient, though after a catara&t
¢ be couched, and nine or ten days expired, he fee little,
“¢ or nothing at all, or that he cannot endure the light
“¢ for a month or two, or even for a quarter of a year,
% as I have known many, not to be difcouraged ; for
“. their fight may, notwithftanding, become well and
¢ perfet, and continue fo ever after. On the other
¢ hand, fome come to good and perfet fight within a
‘¢ fortnight or three weeks.,” Sir, W. READ, p. 7.
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leave the {malleft veftige of a catara&.* In

a few inftances, where I have had fair op-
portunity,

* The operation of extraltion, though faid in ge-
neral to remove the cryftalline intire, and calculated
for fuch purpofe, does not always do fo ; but when the
catara&t is of the mixed kind, does not infrequently
leave fome of the firmer part behind, which one of the
warmeft patrons of the operation allows, does diflolve
and difappear. ¢¢ Extrahendum ftatim poft opera-
¢ tionem eft quicquid remanet opaci ope Cochlearis
¢ Davielis., Hoc quidem facile, fit aliquando, ali-
¢ quando vero et imprimis ubi membrana cryftallina
¢ non fatis lacerata cochlear in ipfam capfulam lentis,
¢ ubi heret illud opacum corpufculum non admittit,
¢ tantis difficultatibus circumfufum eft, ut quicquid
¢ etiam moliaris extrahere illud non poffis, et ne ocu-
€ lum nimis irrites, defliftere ab opere, et relinquere
¢ illud in oculo cogaris.

¢ Neque tamen tunc etiam fpe optimi fucceffus de-
¢ ftituimur. Scepe enim obfervavi, opacum illud re-
“ manens, five fit mucus, five fruftulum lentis cry-
ftallinz, fenfim, et fponte, citius vel tardius, peni-
“ tus difparuiffie. An reforbetur mucus lateus, an
¢ fruftula lentis cryftalline liquefcant fenfim, et refor-
“¢ bentur, an in fundum oculi fenfim fe pracipitant,
¢ dubium eft. Utrumque tamen fieri credo. Quo-
¢ ties lactea materia poft depreflam catara&am totum
¢ humorem aqueum opacitate fud et albedine inficiens
: ¢ fenfim

[ 11
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portunity, I have pufhed the firm patt
through the pupil into the anterior cham-
ber, where it has always gradually; and pers
fecly diffolved, and difappeared, not pro-=

ducing pain or trouble, while fuch difiolu=
tion was accomplithing.*®

What I have advanced not being matter
of opinion, but matter of fact capable of
being inquired into, and proved by any

who

¢ fenfim penitus evanuit ? Quoties pus in oculo h=z<
¢ rens vel fanguis infigni quantitate in illum effufusy
¢ fenfim reforptus evanuit! Quoties fruftula lentis
¢ cryftallinz, poft deprefionem cataraéla, in pupilld
¢ reliCta, &c ? immo liquefcere aliquando et reforberi
¢¢ hac fruftula me ipfum experientia docuit, &c.
RicuTeR de Cataraltz Extrad.

# T fhould be forry to have it inferred from hencey
that I would recommend the pafling the opake cryftal=
line through the pupil ; far from it; I think it wrongs;
as it is apt to produce one of the moft frequent incon<
veniences attending the operation of extration, an ir=
regularity of the pupil. I only meant to prove the falk
of diffolution of the cataraét in fuch fituation ; and that
it will not caufe that pain and trouble which it is fo
pofitively {aid to do.
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who will take the trouble of fo doing, 1do
not defire any man to give credit to it upon
my mere affertion.  But if, .upon repeated
trial and inquiry, it fhould be found to be
as generally and as frequently true by
others, as it has been by me, may it net
fairly be inferred, that whatever other rea-
fons there may be for preferring- the opera-
tion of extraction to that of depreffion, or
the ufe of the knife to that of the needle,
yet thofe drawn from the fuppofed indifio-
lubility of the cryftalline, are by no means
conclufive; on the contrary, are very in=
conclufive. But this is by no means all ;
for if what I alledged be true, fome other

confequences, nota little interefting to the
afflited, will necefiarily follow :

Firft, if the foft catara& will, when its:
caplula is properly wounded, mix with the
aqueau's humour, and undergo fuch a per-
fect diffolution, and abforption, as to leave
the eye fair, clear, and fit for vifion, and
which I have fo often proved, that I have
not the {malleft doubt about it; it will

then
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then Follow, that the foftnefs of a cataralt,
is fo far from being an unlucky circum-
ftance, that it is rather a fortunate one; as
it enables the patient to receive more eatly
affitance ; and that from an operation at-
tended with lefs pain, and a lefs violation
of parts, than a firmer one would necefia-

rily require.

Secondly, When the cataract is of the
mixed kind, and which therefore fre-
quently foils al! the attempts toward de-
preffion, the firmer parts-may very fafely
be left for diflolution ; and vifion be there~
by reftored.

And, Thirdly, when the catarac fhall
happen to be of the firmer kind, and du-
ring an unfuccefsful attempt to deprefs,
get through the pupil behind the cornea,
difappointment will be fo far from being
the confequence, that if no other injury
has been done to the parts within, than
what fuch attempt neceffarily required, the
difplaced cryftalline will gradually diffolve

and
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arid difappear ; and the patient will fee as
well as any operation could have enabled
him to have done.

| I may perhaps be told, that what I have
hitherto alledged only tends to prove, that
both the foft and thixed cafara&, when
mixed with the aqueous humour by the la-
ceration of the capfula, will diffolve, but
that the firm one will not, and therefore
muft remain, wherever placed, afolid opake

body.

To which T anfwer, in the firlt place;
“that if what has been faid relative to the
foft, and to the mixed catara& be true, 1
cannot help thinking it to be very advan-
tagcous. In the fecond place, that the
opinion concerning the indiffolubility of
the “difplaced cryftalline, has, I think,
been taken up, and propagated, without
proper authority from inquiry and experi-
ment, fairly and deliberately made, and
ftands merely on a few accidental obferva-
tions, which are by no means fatisfactory.

D “And,
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And, in the third place, that, as far as my
own inquiry and obfervation go, I am fa-
tisfied, that it does diffolve wherever pla-
ced, provided it be perfectly freed from its
attachment in its nfltural nidus.®

Both men and books talk of firm,
hard, intire, uniform cataracts, as if they
were as much fo as what are found in
the eye of a boiled fith. Whence they
borrow this idea, I know not, unlefs it be
from boiled fifh ; certain I am that it is not
from nature.

Let

* While ¥ was preparing thefe fheets for the prefs,
an old man was taken into St. Bartholomew's, whe
had a cataract in one eye, and had, by fome accident,
loft the {ight of the other. I couched him; the cata=
raét was as firm as I had ever felt any, and went
down as eafily, as immediately, and as intirely as pof-
fibie. 'Three days after the operation, he was feized
with {o bad a fmall-pox, that he died on the ‘eleventh,
and the next-day I took his eye home and examined it.
The cataract lay juft below and behind the uvea, to-
ward the external canthus. It was become {mall, irre-
gular, and manifeftly in a ftate of diflolution,
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Let any man examine the moft firm;
_bpake cryftalline, taken from the eye of a
living perfon; and which, from its firm=
nefs, pafled out through the pupil and the
divided cornea, with the greateft facility ;
he will generally find it to be in figure, fize,
and confiftence; exceedingly unlike either
to the natural and found cryftallire, or to
one rendered opake by heat; and he will
alfo find, that fuch alteration of fhape and
fize is owing to a partial diflolution of its
furface; particularly its anterior one; in
thort, if he will examine it carefully, and
without prejudice, he will fee; that what
he calls an intire, firm catarac, is moft
frequently little more than the nucleus of
an opake cryftalline.

If 2 man rhight be allowed to argue in a
cafe of this kind, a prioti, he might very
reafonably afk, why fhould the corpus cry=-
ftallinum, which, although opake, is, while
i its natural fituation, and enveloped in
its proper capfula, fo prone to diflolve, as

D2 we
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we muft know that it is, be fuppofed to be
as pione to induration, immediately upon
being removed from its place.

The moft ftrenuous advocates, for ex-
traction, cannot help allowing, that a por-
tion or portions of a firm catara&, which
they have been obliged to leave behind in
the operation, diffolve and difappear in due
time : it is, indeed, a fact not to be con-
tradiGted : but the fame peoplie fay, that
the intire catara@& will not.  What idea
they, who argue thus, have of an intire
catara, I know not; they may poflibly
conceive it to be deprefled, ftill remaining
enveloped in 2 firm capfula, and therefore
to remain indiffoluble: but if they would
refle@ on the extreme finenefs of the cap-
{u'ar membrane ; on the neceflary aflion of
the couching-needle, when applied to it ;
and on the different confiftence of the dif-
ferent parts of every, even the moft opake
and firm catara@®, they muft fee that it is
a portion only of any cataralt, however

* firm, which can in‘general be d-:..preifed

One
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One of the arguments, made ufe of by
fome of the late writers, in favour of ex-
traction, is, that as the cryftalline mu/#? be
deftroyed, it had better be removed. Now
how can it be faid to be deftroyed, if it be
only difplaced, and remain indiffoluble ?
Let them take which fide of this argument
they pleafe, they muft be wrong: for, if
the difeafed cryftalline remain, though
deprefled, afolid body within the eye, how
can it be faid to be deftroyed ? and, on the
other hand, if it be deftroyed in the ope-
ration of couching, it muft be by diffolu-
tien ; and therefore cannot remain.

The laft objeCion to the operation of
couching is, that it muft neceflarily de-
range, and violate, the internal parts of the
eye, particularly the vitreous humour.

If what I have faid on the fubject of the
perfe@tly foft cataract, as well as on that
which is partially fo,,the greateft part, if
not the whole of this {3\3_; eftion, will ceafe,

D 3 with
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with regard to thefe two: and it will be
principally, if not totally confined to that
which is called firm and hard, and which,
by its refiftance to the inftrument, will ad-
mit of being placed in the inferior part of
the eye, '

In the performance of this operation, the
needle may certainly be {o ufed, as to do
confiderable mifchief ; but then it muft be
from the unfkilfulne(s or aukwardnefs of
the operator ; and which may be the cafe
of every operation in furgery. But is an
operation juftly chargeable with ills, dedu-
cible merely from its having been ill-exe-
cuted? I hope not.

I am very fenfible, that much mifchief
has been done by attempts to couch; but,
in the firft place, they have almoft always
been the confequence of want of judgment,
or want of dexterity, in the operator ; and;
in the next place, even under the moft ex- .
aggerated reprefentations, they are by no
means equal to what has frequently been
the conlequence of attempts to extrad,

It



£l 295 ]

It may poffibly be fuppofed, that I have
conceived a prejudice againft the operation
of extraCion. Of this I am not confcious.
1 have fought and embraced every opportu-
nity which a publick hofpital, and many
years practice, have afforded me of opera-
ting in both ways; and of comparing the
confequences. I have feen many of the
patients of others, not only of the gentle-
men of the profeflion, but of moft of the
itinerant operators ; and am thereby con=-
vinced, that the greateft part of the objec-
tions to the operation of couching are in-
valid; have not been the refult of unpre-
judiced experience, or a candid regard for
truth; that only the fair and profperous
fide of the queftion, regarding the opera-
tion of extration, has been induftrioufly
exhibited, while its manifold failures and
1ll-confequences have been as induftrioufly
concealed ; and that upon a fair detail and
comparifon of all the advantages, and dif-
advantages, conveniences, and inconveni-

D4 ences
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ences attending each, the preference will
be found juftly due to the needle.

Inconveniences and difappointments they
are both too liable to : I heartily with they
were not: but, from the moft cpol and
candid attention to fact, I am convinced,
that the former are much greater, and the
latter much more frequent, in the opera-
tion of extraction, than in that of depref-
fion, executed with the fame degree of
judgment,
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FREMAN thele, as in the preceding re-
I § marks on the catara@&, I do.

24 ¥ not mean to enter into a cir-
WEARA  imitantial hiftory of the dif-
eafe, but merely to offer a few practical
obfervations on fuch parts of the dorine
concerning it, as appear to me to have
been
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been either inadvertently or erroncoufly
delivered.

The polypus is a complaint which is al-
ways troublefome, frequently painful, and
fometimes hazardous; the firft of thefe
is, the neceflary confequence of the fitu-
ation of the diftemper; the fecond arifes
from its peculiar nature in the individual ;
and the laft, fometimes from its particular
nature, and fometimes from the manner,
in which it"may have been treated.

Writers tell us, and very truly, that it
is a difeafe of the membrana pituitaria
parium ; that it has difterent feats, ori-
gins, and attachments ; that it {prings
from the ethmoid bone, from the offa
{pongiofa, from the feptum narium, and
even from the antra maxillaria ; that 1t
is hard or foft, pale or deep red, or
fometimes purple; that it is equal in
its furface or unequal, large or {mall,
moveable or fixed, fingle or multiform,
painful or indolent; that it makes its

appearance
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appearance forward in the noftrils, or back=
wards in the fauces behind the uvula;
and that it may be f{trumous, venereal,
or cancerous. When they have given us
thefe general, and merely definitive de-
{criptions, they 1mmediately proceed to
the chirurgic treatment, or method of
cure ; which, they tell us, is either by
extration, or the wufe of efcharotics, to
which fome have added ligature: they then
give a general defcrip‘tion of the manner of
ufing the forceps, of applying efcharotics,
or of pafling the ftring round it; and ha-
ving provided ftyptics for the {uppreflicn

- of hemorrhage, they leave every thing elfe

to the reader’s imagination, and to the
pratitioner’s choice and judgment.

From thefe accounts, thofe who have
not had much opportunity of feeing for
themfelves, and who are thereby under a
fort of neceffity of forming their opinions,
and regulating their practice by books, are
induced to believe that, except in fome few
particular inftances, where the diftemper is

pal-
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palpably cancerous, that all others aie
equally objelts of chirurgic treatment;j
and therefore, that if, in the firft inftance;
they can lay hold of the polypus with the
forceps, and in the fecond, can provide
againft the hemorrhage, which they have
heard fo much of, they fhall have nothing
elfe to do or to fear.

To me I muft acknowledge; the matter
appears very differently, I cannot help
thinking, that there are many polypi;
which, although they are neither fcirrhous
nor cancerous, are very unfit for any chi-
rurgic treatment whatever ; and that from
feveral circumftances : which circumftan=
ces may act in different manners, though
equally prohibitory: they may forbid an
attempt merely from the impoffibility of its
being fuccefsful ; or they may forbid it, be=
caufe it is more likely to do harm than
good ; more likely to exafperate the difeafe
than cure it; to increafe the misfortune;
than to leflen it.

The
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The diftin@ive marks of the diftemper,
as laid down by writers, are, in general,
juft and true, but they only teach a young
practitioner to know the difeafe when he
may fee it ; they give him no warning of
the mifchief he may incur by attacking it
unguardedly ; nor inform him of a very fe-
rious truth, viz. that this is a fort of cafe,
in which, when real mifchief has been
done, it is fometimes without remedy.

As far as my experience and obfervation
go, the polypi, which begin with, or are
preceded by, confiderable or frequent pain
in the forchead and upper part of the nofe,
and which, as foon as they can be feen, are
cither highly red, or of a dark purple co-
lour ; they, which from the time of their
being firft noticed, have never been obfer-
ved to be fometimes bigger, fometimes lefs,
but have conftantly rather increafed; they
in which the common actions of coughing,
{neezing, and blowing the nofe, give
pain, or produce a very difagreeable fen-

fation
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fation in the nofiril and forehead; tEcj&
which, when within reach; are painful to
the touch, or which, upon being flightly
touched, are apt to bleed; they which
feem to be fixed and not moveable by the
action of blowing the nofe, or of deriving
the air through the affected noftril only
(where the poTypus is only on one fide) ;
they which are incompreflibly hard, and
which, when prefled, occafion pain in the
corner of the eye, and in the forehead, and
which, if they thed any thing, fhed blood ;
they which, by adhefioni; occupy a very
confiderable fpace, and feem to confift of
a thickening, or of an inlargement of all
the membrane covering the feptum na-
rium; they which fometimes fhed an
ichorous, offenfive, difcoloured difcharge ;
and they round whofe lower part, within
the nofe, a probe cannot eafily and freely
be pafled, and that to fome height, ought
not to be attempted, at leaft by the for-
ceps; nor indeed by any other means with
which I have the good fortune to be ac-
quainted ; and this for reafons obvieufly

deducible
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deducible from the nature and circumflan-
ges of the polypus. On the one hand, the
very large extent, and quantity of adhetion
will render extirpation impracticable, even
if tne difeafe could be comprehended with-
in the forceps, which it very frequently
cannot ; and, on the other, the malign na-
ture of the diftemper may render all partial
removal, all unfuccefsful attacks on it, and
indeed any degree of irritation, produdtive
of the moft difagreeable confequences.

But the polypi which are of a palith or
greyith light brown colour ; or look like a
membrane juft going to be {loughy ; they
which are feldom or never painful, nor
become fo upon being prefled ; they which
have appeared to be at one time larger, at
another lefs, as the air has happened to be
moift or dry; they which afcend and de-
fcend freely by the action of refpiration
through the nofe; they which the patient
can make to defcend by ftopping the nof=
tril which is free, or even mofit free, and

then deriving the air though that which
E : the
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the polypus poffefles; they which when
prefled give no pain, eafily yield to fuch
preflure, become flat thereby, and diftil a
clear lymph ; and they, roeund whofe lower
and vifible part a probe can eafily, and that
to fome height, be pafled, are fair and fit
for extra&ion; the polypus, in thele cir-
cumftances, frequently coming away in-
tire ; or if it does not, yet it is removeable
without pain, hemorrhage, or hazard of
any kind ; the fecond of which circum-
gances I can with ftri&¢ truth afirm, I
never yet met with when the difeafe was at
all fit for the operation.™

Of

* They, who are affefied with this fort of polypus,
generally complain, and that for a confiderable time
fcfore the polypus becomes vifible, that they are per-
petually catching cold, more efpecially in moift or wet
weather 3 though they feldom have any other {ymptoms
of fuch colds than the ftoppage in and difcharge from the
nofe ; they alfo always complain, that thefe colds al-
ways deprive them of the fenfe of fmelling. In moifl
weather, or in a fudden change from dry to wet, they
are alfo fubjeé to frequent fits of {neezing; and when
the relaxed membrane is moft affected, to very confi=

derable
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~ Of the benign kind of polypus, fit {of
éxtra@ion, there are two forts, whofe
principal differenee from each other con=
fifts in their different origin or attachment :
that which is moft freely moveable within
the noftril, upon forcible refpiration, which
has been found to be moft liable to change
of fize, at different fimes and fcafons,
that which has increafed the moft in the
{ame {pace of time; that which feems moft
limpid, and moft freely yields lymph upon
prefiure, has its origin moit commonly by
a ftalk or kind of peduncle, which is very
fmall, compared to the fize of the poly-
pus; while that, which although plainly
moveable, is ftill confiderably lefs fo than
the other, which has been lefs liable to al-

teration from air and feafons, and has beeh
E 2 rather

derable difcharge of thin mucus from the affeéted no-
firil. Nor do I remember ever to have feen a polypus
of this kind; which was not immediately fubject to a
change, upon the fudden alteration of the atmofphere,
from dry to moift ; that is, they always become longer,
fall down lower, and look fuller and paler, and gene-
rally deprive the patient of all power of {melling.
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tather flow in arriving at a very trouble~
{ome fize, is moft frequently an elonga-
tion of the membrane covering one of the
offa fpongiofa: they are both capable of be-
ing extracted, and that with no kind of
hazard, with very little pain, and hardly
any hzmorrhage at all ; but the former re-
quires the leaft force, and moft frequently
comes away intire ; while the latter often
breaks, comes away piece-meal, and ftands
in need of the repeated ufe of the for-
ceps.

From the preceding obfervations 2 few
pradtical inferences may be drawn, fuch as
the following :

Firft, That the polypi, under the firft
defcription, very rarely, if ever, admit an
attempt toward extraction, and that not
merely from the improbability of its being
attended with fuccefs, but becaufe {uch ate
tempt may be the caule of very difagree=
able confequences.

Second,
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Second, That in thofe which do admit
an operation, or the ufe of the forceps, the
degree of fuccefs will depend principally
upon two circumfitances, viz. the benig-
nity of the difeafe, and the degree and
quantity of attachment; for although the
nature of the complaint may be perfectly
benign, yet it may happen, that a cure
may not be attainable, and that merely
from the degree and kind of attachment.
And,

Third, That the hemorrhage fo much
talked of, fo follicitoufly guarded againft
by writers, and fo much dreaded by young
practitioners, will not often, if ever, be
met with, in fuch cafes as fairly and pro-
perly admit the operation.

The polypus is a difeafe which, of all
others, is faid to be moft difficult totally
and perfectly to eradicate, and moft liable
to reproduction, this is, in fome degree,
true, It is difficult, in many inftances, to

E 2 : extirpate
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extirpate it totally, and it does often grow
again, more efpecially that fort which
{prings from the offa fpongiofa; but yet,
that is not fo often the cafe as it is fuppo-
fed to be. It notinfrequently happens, that
there are, at the fame time, two, three, or
more difterent polypi, each of which is
perfectly diftinct from the others, and has
a feparable diftin& attachment. When
this is the cafe, the loweft or moft ante-
rior, having the open noftril before it,
eafily makes its way down, uncomprefled,
while the other, or others, are not UHI}'-
kept up, and out of fight, but are alfo con-
fiderably comprefled.

When the pne, which was within fight
and reach, has been removed, the next
falls downward, and foon becomes vifible ;
if it was large and lax, and merely kept
up by what lay before it, it is often to be
feen immediately, but if it was {mall it
. may be out of fight, and can only be faf-
pected by the paflage of air through the
noftril not being free, although the poly-

pus;
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pus, which was removed, came away per-
fe&t and intire, and when it does appear, it
pafles for a reproduction from the old flem,
though 1t 1s really another and perfectly di-
frin& polypus, of which the intire {tate of
the invefting membrane, and the ﬁ:pafa-
tion of the polypus, from its fingle point
of attachment, will, upon careful exami-
nation, appear irrefragable proofs.

It may perhaps be remarked that, in
what 1 have offered concerning this di-
ftemper, I have confined myfelf merely to
the operation of extraction only ; and have
faid nothing concerning the various me-
thods and means which have been propo-
{ed for its deftrultion.

I am very fenfible that many of our
books are furnithed with relations of at-
tempts made by efcharotics, and by a kind
of medicated fetons, fome of which have
been faid to be fuccefsful. If I had ever
found them fo, I thould have been glad to
have -related it, but I cannot fay that I

S 4 have ;
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have; on the contrary, all that I have
done of this kind, or have feen done by
others, has ferved more and more to deter
me from practifing it again. When the
polvpus is loofe, and faihr]y circumf{tanced
for extraétion, it is not only the belt me-
thod of cure, but is always advifeable, and
very frequently fuccefsful ; but when from
immobility, largenefs of attachment, ma-
lignity of nature, or from any other cauf, 1t
becomes unfit for the ufe of the forceps, it
is always, as far as I have been able to ob-
ferve, {till more unfit for cauiiic; nor in-
dced do I remember a fingle cafe, which
has been {o circumitanced as to render the
ufe of the forceps abfelutely unadvifeable,
where the application of elcharotics would
not have been much more fo, as experi-
ment, in fome of them, has fatally proved.
The ftructure and irritability of parts with-
in’the nofe, and the impoflibility of con-
fining the application, or limiting the ef-
fe&s of cauftic medicines, in fuch a part
in whatever manner or form applied, are
Ea]gﬁ.b{c objeftions a priori; and the veyy

; : difagreeable
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difagreeable confequences, which have been
often found to follow from the inflamma-
tion and irritation, of what it was impofii-
ble totally to deftroy, have been too feri-
ous to be flighted.*

The polypus fometimes, inftead of fal-
ling down the noftril, makes its appearance
backward in the fauces behind the uvula,
in which cafe, the general method is to
extract it by introducing the inftrument
into the mouth inftead of by the nofe.

This, though fometimes practicable, is
much more eafily defcribed than executed ;
and in fome people will be found ablolutely

impracticable,

# The method by ligature, whether of filk or wire,
is not attended with the inconveniences of the cauftic,
and 'is certainly practicable in fome inftances, but as
far as I have feen of it, is by no means equal to that by
the forceps, either for its general utility, or its capa~
city of perfectly eradicating the excrefcence. I know
fome ingenious practitioners, who approve of it ; but
I cannot fay, from what has come within my know-
ledge, that it appears to me in fp reccmmendable 2
light.
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impraicable. The objection arifes from

the great difficulty of keeping the tongue
down in fome, and in others from their
incapability of permitting any thing to
touch the root of that part, or any part of .
the fauces, without immediately producing
a {pafm : to which might be added that, in
fome cafes, the polypus is fo expanded as
almoft to conceal the uvula, which 1is
therefore liable to be laid hold of by the
inftrument, to the no fmall detriment of

the patient.

However large, pendulous, or expanded
fuch polypus may be, its attachment always
is, and muft be, within the cavity of the
nofe, and therefore always within the reach
of a pair of forceps introduced that way,
efpecially if the forceps be {omewhat cur-
ved : and which, when the excrefcence ap-
pears behind the uvula, will have one ad-
vantage {uperior to what it has when the
polypus appears in the nofe, which is, that
it will be applied much nearer to the point
of attachment, and, therefore, moft likely

to extirpate it perfectly.
I Calle
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I cannot leave this {ubject without cau-
tioning the young practitioner to be ex-
ceedingly careful in examining and inqui-
ring into all the circumftances previous to
his undertaking a cure, left he thould find,
too late, that he has gone too far to recede.

For want of {uch caution, I have feén
hazmorrhages, which have been frightful,
and inflammations which have proved fa-
tal. I have feen a cafe, wherein an unto-
ward looking polypus, and which ought
not to have been meddled with, has been
fo attached to a diftempered feptum nafi,
that it has come away with it ; I ! ave {feen
the fame thing happen with regard to al-
moft the whole of the offa palati; and I
have more than once known a polypofe
thickening of the membrane covering the
ofla fpongiofa, and feptum nafi, which, in
all probability, would have remained quiet
a great length of time, fo irritated by rough
treatment, and fuccefslefs attempts, as to
render the remainder of the patients life
truly miferable to himfelf, and offepfive
to others,

=X
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* AMAZINI has written a book

R de morbis artificum ; the Colic
% X%H  of Poitou is a well-known di-
ftemper, and every body is acquainted
with the diforders to which painters,
plummers, glaziers, and the workers in

white lead, are liable; but there is a dif-
eale
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eafe as peculiar to a certain fet of people
which has not, at leaft to my knowledge,
been publickly noticed ; I mean the chim-
ney-{weepers’ cancer,

It is a difeafe which always makes its
firft attack on, and its firft appearance in
the inferior part of the {crotum ; where it
produces a fuperficial, painful, ragged,
ill-looking fore, with hard and rifing edges.
‘The trade call it the foot-wart. I never
faw it under the age of puberty, which 1s,
I fuppole, one reafon, why it is generally
taken, both by patient and furgeon, for
venereal, and being treated with mercurials,
is thereby foon, and much exafperated : in
no great length of time, it pervades the
{kin, dartos, and membranes of the fcro-
tum, and feizes the tefticle, which it in-
larges, hardens, and renders truly and tho-
roughly diftempered; from whence it
makes its way up the {permatic procefs in-
to the abdomen, moft frequently indura-
ting, and fpoiling the inguinal glands >
when arrived within the abdomen, it af-

felts
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fe@s fome of the vifcera, and thed very
foon becomes painfully deftructive.

~ The fate of thefe people feems fingularly
hard ; in their early infancy, they are moft
frequently treated with great brutality, and
almoft ftarved with cold and hunger ; they
are thruft up narrow, ahd fometimes hot
chimnies, where they are bruifed, burned,
“and almoft fuffocated ; and when they get
to puberty, become peculiarly liable to a
thoft noifome, painful, and fatal difeafe.

_ Of this lalt circumftance there is not
the leaft doubt, though perhaps it may not
have been fufficiently attended to; to make it
generally known. Other people have can-
cers of the fame parts ; and fo have others,
befide lead-workers, the Poifou colic, and
the confequent paralyfis; but it is never-
thelefs a difeafe to which they are peculi-
arly liable ; and fo are chimney-fweepers
to the cancer of the fcrotum and tefti-
cles.

E If
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If there be any chance of putting a {top
to, or preventing this mifchief, it muft be
by the immediate removal of the part af-
fected ; I mean that part of the ferotum
where the fore is, for if it be fuffered to
remain until the virus has feized the tefti-
cle, it is generally too late even for caftra-
tion. I have many times made the expe-
riment ; but though the fores, after {uch
operation, have, in fome inftances, healed
kindly, and the patients kave gone from the
hofpital feemingly well, yet, in the fpace of
a few months, it has generally happened,
that they have returned either with the
fame difeafe in the other tefticle, or in the
glands of the groin, or with fuch wan com-
plexions, fuch pale, leaden, countenances,
fuch a total lofs of ftrength, and fuch fre-
quent and acute internal pains, as have {uf-
ficiently proved a difeafed ftate of fome of
the vilcera, and which have foon been fol-
lowed by a painful death.

If
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If extirpation ever bids fair for the cute
of a cancer, it {feems to be in this'cafe; but
then the operation fhould be immediate,
dnd before the habit is tainted. The dif-
eafe, in thefe people, feems to derive its
origin from a lodgment of foot in the
ruge of thé fcrotum, and at firft not to be
a difeafe of the habit. In other cafes of 2
cancerous nature, in which the habit is too
frequently concerned, we have not often
fo fair a profpet of fucceis by the removal
of the diftempered part; and are obliged
to be content with means, which I with I
could fay were truly palliative ; but here
the fubjects are young, in general in good
health, at leaft at firft ; the difeafe brought
on them by their loccupatian, and in all
probability local ; which laft circumftance
may, I think, be fairly prefumed from its
always feizing the fame part: all this
makes it (at firft) a very different cafe
from a cancer which appears in an elderly
man, whofe fluids are become acrimonious

from time, as well as other caufes; or from
B a2 the
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the fame kind of complaint in women who
have ceafed to menftruate. But be all this
as it may, the fcrotum is no vital organ,
nor can the lofs of a part of it ever be at-
tended with any, the fmalleft degree of
inconvenience ; and if a life can be prefer-
ved by the removal of all that portion
that is diftempered, it will be a very good
and ealy compofition ; for when the difeafe
has got head, it is rapid in its progrefs,
painful in all its attacks, and moft cer-
tainly deftructive in its event.

N
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Difeafes of the Omentum, particularly
Omental Hernice.

FLEXARHE general dofrine regarding
0 3dibietepngs, whing alehoush &

g thefe, is, that although they

¥ &%  are fometimes troublefome, from

their weight and fize, yet the omentum

being infenfible, and very little, if at all,

¥4 neceflary
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neceflary to vitality, they do not call for
our immediate affiftance, and never endan-
ger the patient’s life.

That omental ruptures are not attended
with thofe immediately-hazardous circum-
ftances, which neceflarily accompany inte-~
ftinal cnes, is a truth beyond all doubt ;
but that dileafes of the omentum are of
little confequence, or that this kind of rup-
ture 1s fo harmlefs, as never to bring the
life of the patient into danger, and to prove
pofitively, as well as eventually fatal, is a
pofition which is b}r no means true,

Inteltinal ruptures are, primarily and
originally hazardous, and this hazard ari-
fes as well from the ftructure, as from the
funttions of the parts concerned. The
tender membranes of the inteftines, are
very little able to bear any confiderable de-
gree of inflammation ; and neither dige-
{tion of the food; propulfion of the chyle
into, and through the lacteals, nor expul-
fion of the fzces from the large guts (of-

fices
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fices abfolutely neceflary to the very exi-
ftence of 'the animal) can be executed,
while fuch ftricture is made on any part of
the inteftinal canal, as either hinders its
natural motion, or renders its tube imper-
vious ; confequently, whenever this hap-
pens, from whatever caufe, the patient is
1mmed13tel}r difordered, and brouﬂfht into
a ftate of ha.r_ard

The omentum is not indeed fo liable to
injury, either from its ftructure, or from
its office ; the diflodgment of it from its na-
tural fituation within the belly, or its en-
gagement in a ftricture, {eldom produce any
immediate, or very preffling fymptoms ; and
therefore its confinement, within a hernial
fac, has feldom been regarded as a matter
of importance. Taken in a general fenfe,
it certainly is not. The difplacement of a
mere portion of caul, from its natural fitu-
ation, and the detention of it in the groin
or fcrotum, will not, in general, occafion
any fuch interruption in any of the func-
tions of the animal, or {o diforder its in-
' | ternal

]
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ternal eeconomy, as to produce a confider-
able degree of pain, or hazard : but who-
ever from thence concludes, that omental
ruptures are abfolutely void of danger, will
find himfelf much deceived : a more at-
tentive obfervation of the difeafe, and of
its effects, will inform him, that very con-
fiderable mifchief fometimes attends them,
and that the ill confequences of negle& or
milmanagement, though perhaps lefs fre-
quent, and lefs rapid, are not lefs real.

The ills which may attend omental her-
niz, are of two kinds: one of which is
primary or original, proceeds from the
part which firft formed the rupture, and is
confined to it, independent of any other ;
the other is fecondary, or an accidental
confequence, flowing indeed from the
fame original malady, but affecting other
parts alfo.

The omentum is liable to inflammation,
fuppuration, gangrene, mortification, and
fcirrhus, while in its natural fituation within

the
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the cavity of the belly ; and each of thefe
ftates is often the real, though moft com-
monly unfufpeted caufe of very alarming
{fymptoms, and not infrequently of death.
It is not only liable to the fame morbid al-
terations, when thruft forth from the ca-
vity into a hernial fac, but the negle& or
mifmanagement of it, when there, is pro-
duéive of thefe and other evils, which,
for want of a proper attention, have either
been totally overlooked, or fet to the ac-
count of other caufes.. Violent, or conti-
nued, preflure on it has produced inflam-
mation with all its co'nfequences ; has
brought on fever of a very bad kind, fup-
puration, flough, and {phacelus; long
confinement of it, within a hernial fac, has
occafioned fuch other alteration in its form
and texture, as to render it truly a difeafed
body, and to produce many inconveniences
from fuch its morbid ftate ; and an undue
or interrupted circulation through it, by
means of {triCture, occafions, fometimes,
fuch a collection of extravafated fluid, in
the fac, as to render it a neceflary object of

2
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a furgeon’s attention ; not to mention that
the dragging down a larger portion of the
caul, into the fcrotum, proves fometimes
more than merely difagreeable, by reafon
of its conne&ion with the abdominal vif-

cera.

Thefe are ills, which arife from omental
ruptures primarily, and are dependant
upen the nature of the difeafe, confidered
abftractedly, without any view to, or con-
nection with any other. But there is an-
other which, although it may be called fe-
condary, or be confidered as a confe-
quence, is both frequent and hazardous.

When a portion of the peritoneum,
forming a hernial fac, has been thruft
quite down into the fcrotum, I believe I
may venture to affirm (notwithftanding
what may have been faid to the contrary)
that it feldom or never returns back into
the abdomen again, but becomes immedi-
ately, and wholly, connected with the cel-
lular membrane, invefting the f{permatic

vellels ;
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veflels ; fo that whoever has once had,
fuch fac fo protruded, can never have any
fecurity againft the difeafe, called a rup-
ture, but what is derived from fuch means
as may render the entrance into that bag,
too fmall, to permit any thing to pafs from
one cavity into the other. Upon this prin-
ciple, and on this only, ftands the utility,
and indeed the neceffity, of Trufles and
fuch kinds of bandages. By thefe in in-
fants, and in young f{ubjedts, fuch a coarc-
tation, or leffening of the entrance into the
fac, is produced, that a firm and perma-
nent cure is often obtained; but in the
majority of adults, and in all people far
advanced in life, fuch effe& is not to be
expeted. It does indeed happen to fome
few, but it is to be regarded as an acci-
dental benefit; and the bandage, being
the only means, whereby a defcent can be
prevented, it ought to be conftantly and
unremittingly worn.

- Whoever has a juft idea of an hernial
fa¢c, muft be convinced, that while a body,
or
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or fubffance of any kind, poffefles that part
of it which communicates immediately
with the belly, that fuch paffage can never
be clofed : and, confequently, that theone
point, in which even the palliative cure of
a rupture confifts, can never be accom~
plithed.

~ A portion of ementum, although it
be compreflible, foft, and ﬂ'ipper}r, will,
while it remains in fuch paflage, keep it
as conftantly, and as certainly open, as
any other body whatever; and from the
very circumftances of its being foft, flip~
pery, and compreffible, will f{till more
eafily let any other body pafs by it ; a por-
tion of the inteftinal canal is frequently
prefled againft the mouth of this fac, and
that with confiderable force, the orifice
being open, and the omentum affording
but little refiftance, the faid portion is of-
ten. puthed into the bag, and by this means
a new, and ftill more interefting and ha-
zardous complaint is added to the old one.

This
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This happens much more frequently
than it is {fuppofed to do: and is, in the
nature of things, fo probable, that no per-
fon, who has-an omental rupture, can, for
any the fhorteft fpace of time, be faid to
be fecure againft the defcent of a portion
of inteftine; and confequently is always

liable to every kind and degree of hazard
attending an inteftinal one.

SO S Y
S

.x:}&

L

CASE
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8 A8 B I.

A Gentleman, about forty-three years

old bad, for fome time, been {ubjeét
to a rupture of the omental kind, which
came down when he was in an efe& po-
fture, and went up with great eale when
he lay {upine.

I reduced it, and put on him a trufs,
which anfwered the purpofe very well, by
keeping the rupture up all the while it was
worn ; but the patient difliking the necef-
fary degree of prefiure, and finding very
little inconvenierice from his difeafe, (it
being merely a piece of caul) laid afide the
ufe of his bandage, and fuffered his rup-
ture to take its own courfe.

Being obliged to take a long journey on
horfeback, and being apprehenfive that his
complaint might, by exercile in hot wea-
ther, prove troublefome, he had a mind to

put
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put his trufs on again, not doubting but
that he could replace his rupture as eafily
as he had been accuftemed to do: he tried
feveral times, butcould not accomplith it ;
he came to me, I tried, and was foiled. I
Epeated the attempt again, and again, but
to no purpofe, ftill being clear that the dif-
cale confifted only of a portion of omen~
tum, and that not large.

From me he went to onie of the adver-
tifers; who having, for a day or two,
amufed him with anointing his groin,
put on him a bandage with a large, hard,
balfter ; which being buckled very tight,
he 'was permitted to begin his journey,
and was told that, long before he returned,
the portion of caul would be fhrunk to no-
thing, and his difeafe thereby cured. He
fet out, and got about twenty miles, when
he found himfelf fo ill, and in {o much
pain, that he determined to come back to
London; which he accomplithed with
great difficulty.

G I found
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1 found him in extreme pain ail over his
belly, which would hardly bear being
touched ; he was incapable not only of fit-
ting or flanding upright, but even of ly-
ing ftraight upen his back ; -he could hardly
bear the weight of the bed-cloaths; and
the moft gentle preflure, toward the bot-
tom of his belly, and his groin, was into-
lerable. The fcrotum, and fpermatic pro-
cefs, on the ruptured fide, were {wollen,
tenfe, and inflamed ; his fkin was hot, and
dry ; his pulfe hard, and frequent, and he
had fuch a degree of reftleflnefs, that al-
though motion was very painful to him,
yet he could not lie ftill for two minutes.

‘Notwithftanding the many opportuni-
ties which, before this accident, I had had
of knowing the true nature of his rupture,
and that I was perfectly convinced, that it
had always been omental merely, yet from
his acute pain, from the inlarged and in=
flamed flate of the procefs, and from the
nature and rapidity of his {fymptoms, I was
~much inclined to believe, that a portion of
inteftine
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inteftine had fome fhare in the prefent
mifchief ; but the patient, who was a very
intelligent man, infifted on it that it had

not, and that all his prefent malady was
“caufed by the preflure of the trufs on the

omentum.

I took away a confiderable quantity of
blood, and, notwithitanding the patient’s
opinion, directed a folution of the fal ru-
pell. in infuf. fenz to be taken immedi-
ately, and a purging glyfter to be thrown
up as {oon as it could be got ready ; for the
parts were in fuch a {tate, that, had there
been more convincing marks of inteftinal
ftritture, reduction by the hand was at
that time impracticable, and unfit to be
attempted. I faw him in about fix or
eight hours. The difcharge, per anum,
had been fuch as to put an end to all fuf-
picion of ftri¢ture on any part of the inte-
ftinal tube, but his inflammatory {ymp-
toms were not at all leflened. I took away
more blood, and would fain have put him
into a femicupium, but the dread of mo-

G 2 tion
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tion prevented him from complying with
it. His pain was excefiive ; and as he had
now loft a very confiderable quantity of
blood, and had had a very frec difcharge
by ftool, I threw up a glyfter of warm Wa-
ter, oil, and laudanum, and gave him two
grains of extral. thebaic. by the mouth.
He pafled {o bad a night, that he was glad,
early in the morning, to comply with the
ufe of the bathing tub, by the repeated
ufe of which, and taking care to keep the
body open, by lenient, oily, remedies, he,
at the end of four days, got to be eafy.

Fomentation and poultice reduced the
tumefaction in the groin and fcrotum, and
when they were removed, the rupture ap-
peared to be nearly in the fame ftate as be-
fore the accident, only a little larger.

Two years after this he died, and was
opened ; his rupture was found to be -
merely omental, and the portion of caul
which formed it was, in its inferior part,
adherent to the hernial fac in two places.

CASE
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Young man, who worked as a jour-

neyman with a filver-finith 1in Fof~
ter-lane, came to me three or four differ-
ent times, on account of a rupture, which
appeared to have every mark of being
merely omental.

It was large, and had, as he faid, been
for fome years eafily reducible ; but it was
not at all {o at his laft vifit to me. Bya
Iate increafe of fize and weight, it was
become very troublefome, as well as very
vifible. Finding redu&ion impracticable,
I recommended to him the ufe of a fuf+
penfory bandage, and gave him directions.
for his general conduét.

At the diftance of about fix months
from his laft vifit, 1 was fent for to St.
Bartholomew’s hofpital in a hurry, to a
perfon fuppofed to labour under a hernia

with flri¢ture. .
; G 3 I found
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I found a man, who was only not dead;
he had a dying countenance, a faultring
pulfe, a conftant hiccough, and cold ex-
tremities.

As it dia not appear to me, that it was
pc:-ﬁibié for me to do him any fervice, I
was going away, but was called back at
the patient’s particular requeft. He made
himfelf known to 'me to be the perfon I
have juft mentioned; and a friend, who
was with him, gave me the following ace
count :

That a few days before, having an in-
tention to marry, and believing that his
rupture would be prejudicial to him, he
had applied to fomebody who had been re-
¢ﬂmmend¢d to him, for relief: that the
perfon to whom he applied, having re-
ceived from him fuch gratuity as he could
afford, at that time, in part of payment,
had promifed to cure him within a month :
that he anointed him for two or three days,
| Gy with
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with an ointment, and then put on him a
very {trict bandage : that he was ordeied to
wear this bandage conftantly, day and
night: that when he had worn it three
days, not being able longer to endure the
pain it caﬁfed, he took it off, and went to
his furgeon, who feemed to be furprized ;
and bad him go home, apply to his groin
and {crotum a poultice made of boiled tur-
nips and hog’s-lard, and come to him again
the next day: that the inflammation and
fwelling increafing, he was prevented from
fulfilling the laft injunction, and thercfore
fent for his operator, who came to him,
examined the parts, faid he had got the
pox, and refufed to do anything more for
him without the depofit of another five
guineas, and that not being able to comply
with this demand, his friends had brought
him to the hofpital.

The fcrotum had been of confiderable
fize, but was now f{ubfided; it had been
very painful, but was now cafy; it was in

many places livid; and upon handling,
G 4 the
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the fingers perceived that :ﬂarming crept-
tus, which infallibly denotes putrid air
from gangrenous membranes.

When I faw him in health, I was per-
fe@ly fatisfied that his rupture was merely
omental ; I was as much fatisfied, that his
prefent ftate was owing to his bandage ;
but neverthelefs I cannot but fay, that I
fuipected a piece of inteftine to have flip-
ped down, and to have occafioned this fa-
tality by being prefled on.

I inquired into his difcharge by ftool,
and was told, that he had a large one with-
in the laft two days, but having often ex-
perienced how ]iabl-:: people are to decep-
tion, in thefe cafes, I did not gwe intire
credit to the accuunt

That evening he died, and next morn-
ing he was opened.

The {crotum and hernial fac were com-
platei}r mortified, and within the latter,

was
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was a fmall quantity of a moft exceedingly
offenfive fanies, together with a large piece
of {phacelated omentum only. The whole
inteftinal tube was within the belly per-
feClly found, and in good order, but the
omentum, within that cavity, bad par-
taken confiderably of the mifchief done to
that part of it which was in the hernial
j;?".“ and was gangrenous throughout.

CASE
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SRR i FIT,

W A S defired to vifit 2 gentleman at
Hackney, who had, for fome years,
been afflicted with a rupture, which, at
difterent times, had been examined by Mr.
Sainthill, Mr. Samuel Sharpe, and others ;
and had, by every body, been deemed to
be merely omental. For fome years it had
been kept up by means of a fteel trufs;
but, a few months before I ‘faw him, he
had laid afide his trufs, and had put on a
dimoty bandage, with a large bolfter,
which he had worn very tightly buckled.
How he had managed himfelf in other re-
fpects, I know not; but I found him with
bis groin and fcrotum much {wollen, and
very painful to the touch ; he was hot and
feverith, and had been two days without a
ftool. The ftate of the parts was fuch, that
an immediate attempt to reduce the rup-
ture by the hand was impracticable, atleaft

could not have been attended with any
nrobability
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probability of fuccefs. He was immedi-
ately let blood, had a glyfter, and an ape-
rient draught. Next day I found him
worfe, in more pain, with more inflamma-
tion, and a greater &Egrec of tumefattion,
and had not yet had a ftool. I was obliged
to depend upon the patient’s own account
of his cafe previous to this attack. He in-
fifted on it, that his rupture had never been
inteftinal, and that every body who had
feen it, had given him that affurance. This
I could not contradi&, but was, at the
{ame time, much inclined to believe, that
a portion of inteftine was down now.
The cataplafm was applied over the whole
{crotum and groin, a ftimulating glyfter
again thrown up, and a purging mixture
ordered to be taken, cochleatim, every two
hours, until he thould have ftools, but all
to no purpofe.

On the third day he was worfe in every
refpect; his belly exceedingly tenfe, his
pain great, his reftleflnefs fatiguing, and
: he
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he felt not the leaft tendency towards a
difcharge per anum.

I propoled the operation, but the pa-
tient and his friends objeted. A glyfter,
of an infufion of Tobacco, was admini-
flered. This produced fuch ficknefs, and
languor, with cold fweats, &c. as alarmed
cvery body, but produced no ftool,

Late in the evening, he fubmitted to the
operation. ‘The parts were now fo altered,
that I guarded myfelf with a moft doubt-
ful prognoftic. I made an incifion from
the groin, to the bottom of the ferotum ;
the fkin, dartos, and hernial fac, were all
gangrenous; and, from the cavity of the
fac, I let out a confiderable quantity of a
moft offenfive fanies, and with it, a large,
putrid flough, which appeared to have
been a part of the omentum. I examined
the opening in the abdominal mufcle, and
was fatisfied that it was in a natural ftate,
and that nothing from the abdomen was
engaged in it. On which account I did

not
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not meddle with it, but, having drefled
the wound fuperficially, put on his poul-
tice again. Dr. de la Cour was prefent at
the operation, and directed for the patient.
Another day paffed without ftool, and this
I thought muft have been his laft day, but
on the fifth he had a moft plentiful dif=
charge, and was thereby relieved from the
tenfion of his belly, and his moft trouble-
fome fymptoms.

The fore was a long time crude and un-
kindly, but by means of the bark, and
proper diet, all difficulties were furmoun-
ted, and the patient got well.

Had a piece of inteftine been in the fac,
it muft, I think, have neceflarily partaken
of the ftate in which both it and the
omentum were ; and although the patient
might poflibly have furvived, yet a dil-
charge of feeces through the wound muft,
at leaft for a time, have been the confe-
quence ; but here was nothing of that
kind, nor any reafon after the conftipation

was
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was removed, to {uppofe that the inteftine

had ever fuftained any injury, or had any
fhare in the complaint.

Sl e g IV,

M A N, about fifty-five years old;

afked my opinion concerning a hard

fwelling, which he had on each fide, both
in the groin and fcrotum,

To the eye they appeared like omental
herniz ; but, upon examination, they were
not only unequal in their furface, but
craggy, and incomprefiibly hard.

The patient faid, that, at the time of
handling them; they gave him wvery little
aneafinefs, but that fuch handling always
made them painful for fome time after:
that he was, at times, attacked with acute
pain darting through his belly, up into his
loins, and that fuch attack was frequently

attended with a naufea, and an inclination
to
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to vomit : that he had been fubje& to a
painful cholic, attended generally with
conftipation of belly : that an eret pofture,
if continued for any length of time, was
very irkfome: that thefe f{wellings were,
for feveral years, foft and eafily returnable
into the belly : that while they were fo,
he had, by the advice of Mr. Samuel
Sharpe, worn a fteel trufs, but that being
engaged in a buftling, active kind of life,
and the trufs not always doing its duty, he
had left it off for fome years. That for
the laft two years, he had never been able
to return either of them, fince which they
had altered very much : that, in their pre-
fent ftate, he had confulted feveral of the
profeffion, and fome quacks: that by {fome
they had been deemed fcirrhous tefticles,
by others, fcirrhi of the fpermatic procef=
fes : that he had gone through a courfe of
mercurial inunion ; had taken freely of
the folution of fublimate cu. decoct. rad.
farfaparille, and had (in his own phrafe)
fwallowed a wheel-barrow full of cicuta;
that he had been promifed a cure by ha-

ving
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ving them laid open, to which he had fub-
mitted, had not the operator been too la-
vith in his promifes, and too exorbitant in
his demands; and that frequent attempts
had been made to foften them by fomen-
tation, poultice &e. but all to no pur=
pole.

He had a fallow complexion, a languid
fatigued look, a weak, irregular pulfe, too
much heat and thirft, and too little urine :
upon the whole, he feemed a very impro-
per {ubje for any chirurgic treatment, if
any could have been rationally propofed ;
but as it did not appear to me that any-
thing of that kind could be done.for him;
I advifed him to keep his fcrotum fuf-
pended, and to confult a phyfician on ac~
count of his general ftate.

Not long after; his legs {welled, he loft
his appetite, and his urinary fecretion al-
moft totally ceafed. The confequence of
which was, a general anafarca, and death.

In
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~ In each groin, and on each fide in the
{crotum, was a hernial fac, bearing all the
marks of antiquity : in each of thefe was a
hard, knotty, irregular kind of body,
whofe f{urface was covered with varicous

- veflels.

Thefe bodies pafled from the cavity of
the belly, through the opening in the ab-

" dominal mufcle, were continuations from

the omentum, and were truly cancerous.

el etond AP

TH AT the refidence of a portion of
omentum, in an open hernial fac,
muft render the patient conftantly liable to
the defcent of a portion of inteftine, is fo
felf-evident, that it cannot admit the
fmalleft doubt, but the following cafe be-
ing rather remarkable, I have inferted it.

H A
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A drunken, idle, fellow, who lived in
the neighbourhood of St. Bartholomew’s,
ufed to come frequently to the furgery for
pledgits for broken heads, &c. He had
alfo a fimall omental hernia, as fairly and
decifively charatterifed as poflible. My-
{elf, and all the furgeons had, at different
times, replaced it for him, and the hofpital
had, once or twice, given him a trufs;
but being much oftener drunk than fober,
he feldom wore it at all, and when he did,
it was feldom in the right place.

One day, while I was at the hofpital, he
was brought in with an immenfe fwelling
of the fcrotum, and all the {ymptoms of
a hernia with ftriture, and thofe fo far
advanced, that he had no chance but from
the operation, which I therefore performed
immediately.

In the fac was a confiderable portion of
the ileum, and a large piece of the colon
with the appendicula vermiformis, toge-

ther
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. ther with the fmall piece of omenturn,
which had conftituted the criginal rupture,
The parts were mortified, and the man
died.

“ Unlefs it can be fuppofed, that fo large

a quantity of inteftine could, by every
body, be miftaken for a finall one of
omentum only, it muft be clear, that the
refidence of that {mall piece of omentum
gave the opportunity for the formation of
the inteftinal -hernia, and coft the poor
man his life; more efpecially if it be
noted, that the increafe of tumefa&tion,
and attack of bad {ymptoms, were the im-
mediate confequence of an exertion of
firength.

H 2 CASE
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CMACEYE VI.

HIL E I was correing thefe pa-

pers for the prefs, I was defired fo

go down to St. Katherine’s to fee a patient,

who was fuppofed to be afflicted with an
incarcerated hernia.
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I found a man between fixty and fe-
venty, whofe fcrotum was large and full,
and, as I thought, contained both omen-
tum and inteftine.

It was the third day fince he had had a
ftool, although gentle cathartics had been
given each day. His pulfe was rather full,
but otherwife not much amifs ; he had now
and then an inclination to vomit, and his
belly was very tenfe; but, on the other
hand, he had neither the fenfation of ge-
neral or local pain, either upon being exa-
mined, or put into motion, which perfons
labouring under a ftricture, moft com- |

monly
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' monly bave; necither had the f{permatic,

procefs the feel which it ufually has in {uch
cafes. |

I could not fay that I thought him in
ymmediate hazard, although the irreduci-
bility of his rapture, and the Iength of
time which had pafied fince he had a ftool,
were certainly unfivorable circumfitances,
I direCted a tobacco-glyfler to be given im-
mediately, and five grains of extraGum

. catharticum to be taken, alternis horis,

until he thould have a ftcol. The glyiter

- was adminiftered and repeated, and the

pills were taken, and I vifited the patient
early the next morning,.

He had not had any difcharge per anum,
his belly was become much more tenfe,
and I thought him, upon the whole, fo
much worfe, that I propofed the opera-
tion, and the patient {ubmitted to it.

In the hernial fac was a large piece of
omentum, or rather of what had been
H 3 omen-
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omentum, but which was now imrdéned
into a large, flat, cake, as incomprefiible
as cold bees-wax, and about the fize of 2
large mangoe; it diftended all the upper
- part of the fac, and was adherent to the
lower part of it: behind this large body
lay a portion of the inteftinum ileum, and
below this, that part of the colon which is
annexed to it: the colon was confiderably
diftended with flatus, and the ileum was
{o wedged in and prefled, by the altered
cmentum, that nothing could pofiibly pu{'s
through it : when the portion of omentum
was removed, the tendon made fo little
ftri¢ture on the gut, that, had it not Deen
for the great diftention of the colon, lt
might have been returned into the belly
without divifion.

In fhort, the conflipation of belly, and
mifchief proceeding from thence, feemed
to arife intirely from compreflion made by
the hardened omentum, and not from a
ftricture, '

In

st = in 3 - ”
L o il R i il N Ve * R i



{03

In my general treatife on ruptures, I
have ventured to diffent from the com-
monly-received doctrine concerning the
propricty of tying the omentum, previous
to its extirpation, when it may be found
neceflary to remove a part of it; and have
faid, that I thought it not only unnecef-
fary, but pernicious.

Perhaps I may have conceived an unrea-
{onable prejudice againft this practice, and
it may not appear to others fo hazardous,
or {o improper, as itl does to me; perhaps
the cafes, which follow, and which are
fome of thofe that have furnithed me with
my objeClions, may not be thought cafes
in point; and the mifcarriages in them,
may be thought to be deducible from other
caufes: all I can fay is, that it appeared to
me, that the patients fuffered principally,
if not merely, from this caufe; and that

~as I am by repeated experience convinced,

“that a portion of the omentum, however

H 4 large,
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Jarge, may be extirpated with perfe&
fafety, without being previoufly tied, I
fhall never practife, or advife the ligature.

Crolinis 3B Sasvilk

M A N, about thirty years old, was
taken into St. Bartholomew’s hﬂf_ljl-

tal for a cenﬁderable fwellmg of the grmn
and fcrotum
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The account he gave of himfelf was as

follows: That he had had, for feveral |
'years, a rupture, which many furgeons,
who had feen it, had deemed to be merely
omental : that he had formerly had a trufs, ’
but whether from its being ill made, orf '-
from his injudicious manner of wearing it,
it had never kept his rupture properly up,
and he had long difufed it; and that the
day before he was brought into the holpi-
tal, a horfe had kicked him' in the groin,
and brought on that increafe of ‘pain and
{welling of which he now complained.

It
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It was Mr. Nourle’s week for accidents,
and he Eoni‘equent]y took the care of him.
He was let blood, had a glyﬁer, and a
poultice was applied.

The next day the {welling was the fame,
and the maﬁ had not had any ftool. A
purge was adminiftred, which he ejected
by vomit ; and another glyfler was injetQ
ted ‘in the ¢vening. On the third day,
finding that nothing had pafied, Mr.
Nourfe fufpected, that the inteftine was
concerned : he bled the man again largely,
and ordered two fpoonfuls of a purging
mixture to be given every two hours, until
he thould have ftools. That evening he
vomited two or three times, and next
morning, being ftill without a ftool, Mr.

- Nourfe determined upon the operation.

The hernial fac was found, thick, and
tough, and contained a pnrti{ﬁn of omen-
tumm, and fome bloody water. Mr. Nourle
and my {elf both examined the omentum,

cartful]y,
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carefully, upon a fuppofition ‘that we
thould find fome inteftine within it. It
was perfectly found, but its veflels were
confiderably dilated : there was no inte-
ftine, nor did ‘the tendon bind upon the
omentum. As there was no gut down,
and as the portion of caul was now too
large to repafs the ring, Mr. Nourfe made
a ftrict ligature on it, juft on this fide, and
cut it off.

Soon after the operation, the man had
ftools, but, during that night, got little
- or no fleep, and complained of much pain,
The next day he was worfe, was feverifh,
complained of great pain about his navel,
and that he could not fit, or ftand upright,
but had two loofe ftools.

On the third day he was ftill worfe,
that 1s, had more fever, complained that
his pain in his belly was exceflive, and
could keep nqthing on his ftomach. On
the fourth day, toward evening, his pain
fuddenly left him, and, early the next
morning, he died. Mr.
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Mr. Nourfe, who was ftill apprehenfive
that the inteftinal canal was fome way or

other concerned in the mifchicf, defired
me to open the body.

The abdominal tendon was found and
unhurt, nor was there any fuch appearance
about the wound as always accompanies
mifchief proceeding from thence: the in-
teftines were perfectly free from blemifh,
inflammation, or obftru&ion, nor was there
any appearance of difcafe of any kind on
or about any of the vilcera, except the
omentum, which was gangrenous through
its whole extent.

What fhare the inflammation of the
omentum might have in preventing a free
paffage through the inteftines I know not,
nor to what other caufe fuch obftru&ion
might pofiibly be owing; but that the
omentum was found, at the time of the
operation, and gangrenocus when the pa-
tient died, is beyond all doubt.

C Aiath
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oAbl VIII.

A M A N about forty years old, wha &

had for feveral years been afiliGed '
with a rupture, which had always been
deemed to be merely omental, was
brought into St. Bartholomew’s hofpi-
tal, labouring under all the f{ymptoms
of an inteftinal hernia, with {triGure;
and thofe fo prefling, that the operation
immediately performed was his only
chance,

Upon dividing the fac, a large piece of
omentum (which was confiderably thick-
ned 1n its texture, and whofe veficls were
confiderably diftended) prefented itfelfi
This was carcfully expanded, as far as
it would admit, and laid firt on one fide,
and then on the other, but no other bnd);.
difcovered. The incificn being continued
higher up, in order to get at the ring, as
it 1s called, 3 portion of intefline was dif-

covered ;
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covered ; it was fo fimall, as hardly to con-
fift of the whole diameter of the gut, but
begirt very tightly. I had, when the in-
teftine was fairly in view, a mind to try
whether I could not return it without divi-
ding the tendon, and fucceeded in the at-
tempt. When this was done, the confi-
deration was, what to do with the cmen-
tum. It was fo large, and fo affeCted by
itricture, that it could not repafs the abdo-
minal tendon without divifion: as the gut
was returned, it feemed a pity to divide
the tendon merely on account of the caul :
it was therefore determined to tie it, and
cut it off.

%

The man had a plentiful flool in an
hour after the operation, but toward even-
ing, and during the night, was much out
of order. Next morning he was hot and
reftlefs, had a frequent and full pulfe,
complained of great pain about his navel,
and all over his belly, which was much too
tenfe, and he was now and then very fick.

Blood
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Blood was drawn from him freely, hé
~ had an oily, laxative, glyfter, and Dr.
Pitcairn dire€ted for him. On the third
day, all his febrile fymptoms, ard his pain,
were much exafperated, notwithftanding
he had three or four ftools.

I think I may venture to fay, that both
the phyfician and myfelf, did every thing
in our power for him, but on the fourth
evening he died.

As the cafe had given me fome concern;
upon a {uppofition that the man might
have had a better chance, had the tendon
been divided for the return of the gut. I
opened him as foon as I had notice of his
death. I examined the whole inteftinal
canal, and found it free from blemith, the
peritoneum was unaltered ; bat all that was
left of the omentum was gangrenous.

S
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0. Sl 1K,

A M A N, about thirty-fix years old,

was a patient in St. Bartholomew’s
for a fore leg. While he was there, he
defired me to look at a rupture, which he
had long had, and which was clearly
omental and irreducible.

When his leg was well, he defired me
to cut him, as he called it; alledging, that
his rupture was {o troublefome, that it
prevented him from following his bufinefs.

I refufed it, and dire&ted him to wear a
fufpenfory bag.

He follicited me again and again, and,
at laft, overcame by his importunity, I
performed the operation. The fac was
thin, and the piece of omentum not large,
nor.at all altered, nor was there anything
elic in the bag. I made a ligature, and
cut it off without meddling with the ten-

don.
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I ?ff.%fﬁd! Herniee,

WHEN a purﬁnﬁ of inteftine, which

has pa’{fed out from the cavity of
the abdomen through the opening in the
oblique mufcle, is fo begirt as not to be
capable of executing its proper office, the
perfon, to whom this happens, may be
faid to be in immediate danger.

... Khe generai offices of the inteftinal
tube are, digeftion of the focd, formation
of chyle, impulfion of it into the la&eals,
and expulfion of the feces forth from the
body. If thefe fo neceflary functions are,
for any confiderable time, fufpended, ar
prevented, the confequence is too ob-
vious to need mentioning: fortunately
for mankind, this cannot happen un-

known to us. Whenever fuch {}riQure
is made, fymptoms and complaints arife
which warn us of our danger: pain,
tumefaction, and incapacity of going to
I ftool,
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ftool, are the firft and moft immediate
effe@s; if the cafe be negleted, or no
proper remedy ufed, inflammation, fe-
ver, ficknefs, and vomiting, foon follow ;
and. thefe are often, in a fhort {pace of
time, fucceeded by hiccough, gangrene,
and mortification. Whoever confiders,
what the firft of thefe are indications of,
and knows what will inevitably be the
confequence, if they be not obviated,
muft be fenfible, that the very flighteft
attack of this kind ought to put us on our
guard, and excite us to ufe our utmoit en=
deavours to prevent farther mifchief. How

long the firft, and feemingly flighteft fymp-~

toms may continue, before material injury

be done, no man can pretend to fay; this
muft depend upon a variety of circum-
{tances, ana will be different in different
cafes; but as no man can be duly and in-
timately acquainted with thefe circum-
ftances, and as the change from the moft
flight, to the moft hazardous, is fome-
times very rapid, no one can be vindicated

in
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in fuﬁ’éﬁng the fmalleft portion of time to
be loft by waiting a few hours.

The fir(t thing to be done is, to attempt
the reduction of the intefline ; if this fails,
our next endeavour muift be to relieve the
fymptoms; and thereby remove the ob-
{tru&ion to fuch reduction.

The means prefcribed for this purpofe
are, phlebotomy,; glyfters, cathattics, a
femicupium, or warm-bath, fomentation,
embrocation, and cataplaim; and thefe,
by the generality of our writets of fyftems
and inftitutes, aré ordered indifcriminate-
ly, as if their efficacy were nearly equal,
and it was a matter of indifference which
a practitioner made ufe of. This I cannot
conceive to be true ; fome of them are re-
ally ufeful ; but others, as far as my expe-
tience goes, of little or no ufe at all;
among the former, I reckon phlebotomy,
cathartic-medicines, glyfters, and the warm
bath ; among the latter, embrocation, fo-

mentation, and poultice ; the former have
I 2 {aved
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faved many a life ; from the latter, I neve#
faw any material benefit, though 1 have
often and often tried them; and 1 am
much inclined to believe, that the ufe of
them has coft many a perfon dear, by oc-
cafioning a lofs of that time; which ought
to have been otherwife employed. The
inflammation, and diftention of the inte=
ftine, can never be removed while it is be=
girt by the tendon of the abdominal muf-
cle; whatever may be the original caufe of
the ftricture, the effeét muft be the fame;
the tendon lies out of the reach or influ-
ence of a greafy poultice; the external
{kin may indeed be relaxed by it, and fome
{mall patt of the uneafinefs may thereby
be relieved, but this is of no importance
toward appeafing the fymptoms, leflening
the hazard, or affording a remedy for the
original evil: the mere relaxation of the
fkin will not affect the firicture made by
the tendon, the warmth of the poultice
will increafe the diftention, and the inte-
ftine will become gangrenousy, notwith-

ﬁanding_

e
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ftanding a fmall part of the external in-
flammation may f{eem to be appeafed.*

If the fymptoms are neither fuch, nor
fo prefling, as to require the chirurgic
operation ; or if the fcars and apprehen-
fions of the patient, or of friends, pre-
vent {fuch operation, however neceflary it
may be, the moft powerful, and moft effi-
cacious means of obtaining relief are,
phlebotomy, warm-water, and the exhi-
bition of fuch medicines as are likely to
produce ftools: by the firft we reduce the
ftrength of the patient, leffen the velocity
of the circulating fluids, moderate the fe-
brile heat, and take the chance of a deli-
quium ; by the fecond we endeavour to re-
lax the tendinous opening by which the
mteftine is begirt ; and by the third, the

13 difcharge

* (Cold, difcutient, applications, bid much fairer to
retard" the hafty prugrefs of the inflammation, than
warm ones ; and will be found to anfwer the purpofe
much better. Such as folutions of fal ammoniac.
crud. in vinegar, the fp. mindereri, the acet. lythar-
girit. and fuch like. :
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difcharge of fzces, through the inteftinal

canal, is attempted. The power of the
two firlt is clear and undoubted, but I
cannot help thinking, that we are, in
fome degree, wrong about the laft. Ca-
thartic-medicines have, in all times, been
prefcribed in the cafe of hernia with flric-
ture; but the true intention, which ought
by their means to be aimed at, does not
feem to have been, in general, clearly un-
derftood ; this perhaps is the reafon why
practitioners and writers difagree fo much
about the kind of medicines which they
think moft proper; fome advifing thofe
which are of the lenient unirritating kind,
others prefcribing thofe which are moft fti-
mulating: both cannot be right, and
therefore i1t may be worth while to en-
quire, what fhould be the point aimed at,
and which are the moft likely means to acs
complith fuch end. '

Is a difcharge, per anum, the primary
view, and therefore the firft object of at«
tention ? or is fuch difcharge to be regarded

enly

P iy el s ety
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only as a necefiary, or natural confequence
of the removal of the inteftine from its pri-
fon ? If the former be the cafe, it is clear,
that in the circumftances in which fuch
patient muft be, {tools cannot be procured
too foon, or by means which are too eafy;
and that fuch medicines as are moit likely
to {lip through without ftimulus, or irrita-
tion, muft be the molt proper, and moft
likely to anfwer the end : but if. the cafe
be otherwife, if the firft view fhould be to
extricate the gut from its ftriure, and
the difcharge of fxzces is to be regarded
only as a neceflary confequence of fuch re-
moval, then, I think, it 1s as clear, that
fuch lenients are unfit, becaufe unequal to
the tafk; and that a power or faculty of
{timulating or irritating the mufcular coat
of the inteftinal canal, ought to be the
property of whatever is adminiftred.

That a depletion of that canal is a great
and immediate relief to the patient, by
unloading the belly, and lefiening the ten-

fion, is beyond a doubt; and it is as true,
|5 that
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that without fuch difcharge, the patleng
muft perith, even though the ftriGture be
taken off; but full the two objects are dIT
ftin and diicf'erént, and the removal os
extrication of the imprifoned piece ig
clearly the firft.¥ = |

When purgative medicines of any kind
are given by the mouth, in the cafe of a
ftrangulated hernia, and ‘do not fucceed in
removing the inteftine from the ftriGture,
they arc cither rﬂjeﬁed by vomit or by de-

rwmg

* Tt may not improperly, in this place, be afked,
whether the operation of a purging medicine may not
be different from either of thefe? 2nd whether it may
not be in an incarcerated hernia what it fometimes is
in an Ileus, where it often feems to a& by overpower-
ing that fpafm which had begun to excite inflamma-
tion, and would foon bring on mortification? What
ftill adds force to this metnod of reafoning is, the con-
fideration of the great relief always obtained from a
warm bath, Whether this be generally true or not, it
is certainly well worth confideration. May not from
this alfo be inferred, the reafon why opium, joined
with purgatives, is fometimes, in the fame dlfeaﬁ:,
fpund *to render the Dperarmn of the latter more fuc-
gelsfyl.
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yiving an increafed quantity of acrimo-
nious fecal matter downward, add to the
pain and tenfion of the belly.

This is a very material objection to the
ufe of all cathartics, given by the mouth,
and more efpecially to thofe whofc bulk, or
quantity is at all large, and renders the ap-
plication of fuch kind of medicines, to that
part of the inteftinal canal which is below
the ftriGture, much preferable.

Indeed the fuperior advantages of iti-
mulating medicines, given per anum, are,
in this cafe, many and great; they give
much lefs difturbance to the ftomach, they
occafion no pain in the belly, nor do they
at all increafe the load or tenfion; they
may be repeated frequently, and, what is
of the moft confequence, they may confift
of fuch materials as cannot properly, or,
indeed, fafely be given by  the mouth.
All thefe are manifeft advantages, but the
laft circumftance is peculiarly fo, for the
tobacco-fmeke cannot poflibly be {wal-
: | il lowed,
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lowed, nor would any man in his fenfes,
think of putting the infufion into the fto~
mach, although it is well known, not
only that both may be very fafely admini-
ftred in the form of glyfter, but that they
are the moft powerfully efficacious, and

the moft ufeful medicines we are acquain-
ted with, for fuch purpofe.

I have mentioned the fmoak and the in-
fufion of tobacco, as being equally ufeful,
and have, from repeated experience, found
them fo. '

Where a proper machine is at hand, or -
can eafily be procured, I fhould certainly
prefer the fmoak to the infufion : becaufe,
the effeéts which both are apt to produce
on the nervous fyftem of the patient are, I
think, lighter in the former, than in the
latter ; but where fuch machine has not
been at hand, nor could be procured with-
out a lofs of time, which, in thefe cafes,
is always precious, I have frequently ufed

the infufion, and generally very fuccefs-
fully.
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fully, The fymptoms arifing from the in=
toxicating quality of the tobacco, the-lan-
guur,'thc cold fweat, &c. which this weed
caufes, more efpecially in thofe who have
not been accuftomed to it, are, as I have
faid, I think, rather more from the infu-
fion than from the fmoak; but though I
have often ufed it, I do not remember ever
to have {een any ill effe& fromit; it gene-
rally makes the patient very fick,* and pro-
duces a fainting and a cold {weat, which,
to thofe who do not immediately refleét on
the intoxicating quality of tobacco, and the
fymptoms of fuch intoxication, may appear
alarming ; but whether it be from the
fwooning, or from the irritation made in
the inteftinal canal, or, which is much
moft likely, from both conjointly, I have,
feveral times, feen ruptures, which have
refifted all attempts by the hand, return of
themf{elves, untouched, during the influ-
ence of fuch glyfter.

| Many

* The infulion, which I have always ufed, has been

made by pouring one pint of boiling- water on one
drachm of tobaccoe,
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Many other ftimulating applicatiens ta
the re€tum, I have, at different times,
made trial of, but never found any at all
equal, in effe@, to the tobacco; nor did I
ever fee any of them produce that convul-

five motion of the mufcles of the abdo~

men, which moft frequently accompanies
the ficknefs attending the ufe of this
weed, and which, although fatiguing and
troublefome while it lafts, yet is certainly
one of the means whereby the extrication
of the portion of intefline is accompli-
thed,” * ‘

I have alfo feveral times feen them both
fail, after fair and repeated trial. Who-
ever expects infallibility in medicine, will
be difappointed; but I can, with truth,
affirm, that I have feen both the fmoak and
the infufion fucceed much oftener, than
any thing elfe, and fometimes in very de-
{perate cafes.

CALSE
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I W A S defired to vifit a ruptured pa=
“ tient with Mr. James, then furgeon to
S8t. Luke’s hofpital.

The patient was a ftout, healthy man,
about thirty ; the rupture was large, hard,
painful, and begihning to be inflamed on
the outfide; no ftool had pafled for two
days; the than had great pain all over his
belly, and a frequent vomiting. Mr. James
had, many times, tried to reduce it; he
had bled him freely, and had given both

purges and glyfters, but all without ef-
fe&.

The fcrotum was exceedingly tenfe, and
the pain which attended the moft gentle
handling was fo exquifite, as not only to
render all attempts for reduction, by the
hand, improper, but hazardous.

It



It was about noon when I faw the mafi;
every thing except the tobacco had been
tried ; the {fymptoms were advancing ha-
ftily, and the operation was propofed and

fubmitted to; but while our things were

getting ready, we thought we might as
well try the fmoke-glyfter.

One ounce of tobacco was expended
without any effet at all, either general or
local, but toward the confumption of an=
other, the patient became fick and faint,
and complained of a ftrange kind of mo-
tion in his belly, and alfo in his rupture.
Upon turning the bed-clothes back, the
motion was not only to be felt within the
{crotum, but was even vifible; this mo-
tion continued about two minutes, when
the inteftine, without being tcuched, re-
turned ; the man became immediately
eafy ; and, in half an hour, had a plenti=
ful difcharge per anum.

CASE

.h
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O B Sl XI.

IN the month of Scptember, 1767, I

was fent for in a hurry to fome little
diftance from London, in order to perform
the operation for the bubonocele.

I found a very large rupture, on the
right fide, and that in fo painful a-ftate, as
not to permit the moft gentle handling.
The patient had been treated with the
greateft propriety; had been freely and re-
peatedly let blood, had taken purging me-
dicines, glyfters, &c. and had been feveral
times in a bathing-tub: his vomiting was
frequent, he had a tendency to a hiccough,
and he could not bear to extend, in the

{malleft degree, the thigh on the ruptured
fide.

The operation had.been confented to,
before I had been fent for; but upon my
afking the gentleman who attended if he

had
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had a machine for giving the tobacco-

finoak glyfter, and being anfwered in the
aﬂirmativé,‘ we determined to try it firft.

When about half an hour had been
fpent in the continual impulfion of the
fmoak, the man cried out, My rupture is
going up; and, in the fpace of two or
three minutes, it did fo, with a noife
which was heard by every one in the

Iro0m.

Co ASiE v Xl

A Gentleman, whom I had long knowr,

had often fhewed me a rupture,
which he had laboured under as long as he
could remember; and which was now and
then troublefome to him, becaufe he could
not wear a trufs to keep it within the ab-
domen. It was of the congenial kind,
that is, the fac of the hernia was formed
by what fhould have been the tunica vagi-

nalis teftis, but his teﬁu:le, on that fide,
had

02 i g Nl N Y G i BT L AP
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had never defcended from the groin, but
lay juft on the outfide of the abdominal
opening, neither had the portion of inte-
ftine got any lower, fo that both of them
lay together, on which account he not
only never could wear a trufs, but even the
waiftband of his breeches, if buttoned
tight, was troublefome,

This gentleman was fuddenly feized
with the fymptoms of a ftri¢ture, and
thofe not flight, even at the firft attack.
The piece of inteftine, though always in
the groin when he was in an ere& potture,
had always gone up upon his going to bed,
and was always returnable when he was
fupine. He tried now to reduce it as ufual.
He fent for me, and all my attempts were
equally fuccefslefs. His belly was very
hard, he began to vomit, and the tefticle
became very painful to the touch.

All the circumftances were difagreeable,
the {ymptoms advanced with uncommon
rapidity, the portion of gut was fmall, the

K tefticle



[ 130 T
tefticle inflamed, and fomewhat inlarged,

an operation might become neceflary, but

could not, in fuch circumftances, be de-
firable.

He was bled freely, even to {woening,
purging medicines were given, and immes
diately rejeCted, glyfters had no effect, but
were as immediately returned, and the pa-

tient, knowing his own f{ituation, was
much alarmed. =

Dr. de la Cour, who was his phyfician,
was called \in; and having tried the to-
baceo-fmoak, ineffeCtually, we agreed to
throw up a pint of the infufion, made as
before related. It foon made him exceed-
ingly fick, and faint, and caufed a large
difcharge of wind, upward and .down-
ward, from which I expelted a return of
the gut, but in vain. At the diftance of
an hour or two, the infufion was repeated,
with the fame effe&t of faintnefs and fick-
nefs, during which, he was put into
warm water, and when he had been in

it
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it a few minutes, the flighteft application
of the hand obtained immediate reduion,
and flools.

rELE BB XIII.

H E late Mr. Fullager, defired me to

go with him to fee a wine-merchant

in Billiter-lane, who had all the fymptoms
of ftrangulation in the cafe of a fcrotal
hernia, and whofe rupture he had ineffec-
“tually endeavoured to reduce. I tried, and
was alfo foiled: The {ymptoms were ra-
ther prefling. Mr. Smith, in Cheapfide,
who had been the apothecary to Mr.
James’s patient, was alfo apothecary here.
It was determined, that I {hould meet Mr.
Fullager again, in about three hours, in

order to perform the operation; and that,
in the mean time, Mr. Smith fhould

throw up the tobacco-fmoak. At the ap-
pointed time, we met, and found Mr.
Smith employed as we had defired ; I laid

my hand on the rupture to examine the
K 2 ftate
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ftate of it, and it was wonderful with whet
facility it went up.

The fame thing exaltly, happened to me
with a coachman of the late Dr. Nicol of
the Charter-houfe : but the fame man,
upon a return of the complaint, at about
two years diftance, was not again {o fortu-
nate, the {moak and infufion both failed,

and the operation was performed 5 but too
late,

o ._

It is as yet, with many, a difputed
puint; in the cafe of incarceration of a
portion of inteftine in a hernia, whethers
the ftriGure, made by the tendon, be ori-
ginal or confequential ; or, in other words,
whether the difeafe be notoriginally in the
inteftine, and the ftriture a mere effe& of
its diflodgment, and diftention. The argu-
ments ufed in fupport of the latter opi-
nion are by no means void of force, but,
at the fame time, I cannot think them
conclufive. The perfet health and eafe

of
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of many, nay, of every body, immedi-
ately before a fidden defcent, the very prefs
fing and alarming f{ymptoms with which
fuch defcent is often attended almoft in-
ftantaneoufly, and the relief, which reduc-
tion immediately produces, in the majority
of fuch cafes, together with the immediate
and total removal, or diffipation of all the
evils occationed by the confinement; feem
to prove the gﬂneral opinion to be true.

On the other hand, the perfetly quiet,
eafy, and uncomprefled flate of the parts,
in many inftances, immediately previous
to the invafion of bad {fymptoms, in cafes
where there has been no exertion of
ftrength, nor any apparent acceflion of a
larger, and new portion of gut, are cir-
cumftances which, added to the incapacity
of the tendon to contra®, are well worth
weighing, as they certainly give force ta
the former fuppofition.

As a mere point of f{peculation, it is not

perhaps a matter of very great importance,
K 3 but,
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but, when confidered as applied to prac=
tice, and influencing our condué with re-
gard to the chirurgic operaticn, it becomes
very interefting indeed,

When the hand and the ecommon means
for redution fail, theoperation is our only
refource, and, if applied to in time, very
feldom fails; fo feldom that, I believe I
might venture to fay, not one in fifty * dies
of it, if timely and judicioufly executed ;
and when it becomes abfolutely neceflary, it
1s the unicum remedium. This confidera-
tion renders it a matter of flill more im-
portance ; for, as in cafes where it be-
comes neceflary, and our only hope, it
ought always to be propofed; for the fame
reafons, in cales where it is not neceflary,
it ought not to be thought of ; and where
it cannot be of ufe, it ought not to be
done,

The inteftinal tube, whether within the
belly in its natural {ituation; or .thruft forth
from

# T mean of the ci_zem"{ic-n confidered abftradtedly,
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from it in the form of hernia, is liable to
difeafes whofe fymptoms are peculiar to it-
felf. Where there is no hernia, nobody
doubts concerning the nature of the cafe;
but where there is one, from the fimilarity
of the fymptoms, it always takes the
blame ; often defervedly, fometimes much
the contrary,

In the cafe of old, unreduced hernias,
there is no reafon why the portion of inte-
ftine, forming fuch complaint, thould be
exempt from fuch diftempers as the canal
is liable to; on the contrary, it is reafon-
able to fuppofe, that by fuch unnatural fi-
tuation and confinement, it would become
rather more liable. But, be this as it may,
certain it is, that inflammation of the inte-
{tine, violent diftention of it, with lofs of
periftaltic motion, and ftoppage of ftools,
is fometimes the cafe in a hernia where the
abdominal tendon has no fhare in the mi{-
chief; and as certain it is, that, in fuch
cafe, the operator can do no good. In fome
inftances this may, by attentive inquiii-

K 4 tion,



"Lt r3b ]
tion, be learned, and the operation thereby.
preferved from a difgrace: in others, it

can only be known by its proving unfuc-
cefsful.

When the difeafe is the mere confe
qﬁf:ncc of ftriture, and the gut, previous
to fuch ftricture, was free from diftemper,
it {eldom, I might almoft venture to fay
never happens, but that the fetting it free
15 followed by a difcharge per anum ; efpe-
cially if fuch intention be properly af-
fifted : but when the difeafe was originally
in the inteftine, and the inteftine either
not bound by any firiGure, or a ftriGture
the mere confequence of the previous di-
- ftemper of the gut, it moft frequently
happens, that fuch difcharge does not fol-
low the operation, nor is obtainable by
any means after it. This I have always
regarded as a characteriftic mark of the
true nature of the malady; to which I think,
from what I have feen of ' thofe cafes, I
might add another, which is the great dif-
ﬁcuIty, and in fome cafes, impoflibility of

keepm g
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keeping the reduced inteftine (after the
operation) within the belly. A circum-
ftance which I have feen fometimes to be
abfolutely impoflible. In the cafes where
all the mifchief arifes from the mere pro-
lapfus and ftriture, the returned inteftine
becomes immediately pervious, and enjoy-
ing its periftaltic motion keeps its place,
and does its office ; but where, by previous
diftemper, it is rendered impervious, and
deprived of its motion, it cannot execute
its office, it remains violently diftended,
and is, with great difficulty, kept within
the belly, of which I could give many in-
{tances. This 1is, on feveral accounts, a
matter of importance, both to patient and
furgeon : with regard to the former, it is
not merely the alarm, anxiety, horror,
and pain, which neceflarily attend an ope-
ration of fuch kind, and of fuch ferious
confequence, and which, of themfelves,
are furely enough ; but the diftemper not
refiding in, nor being produced by the
ftri¢ture, the neceflary fymptomatic fever,
attending fuch an operation, muft, in the

natare
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nature of things, be a circumftance of ad-
ditional hazard : and, with regard to the
furgeon, the difficulty of returning the di-
ftended inteftine, and of keeping it in the
belly after it has been returned, together
with the moft frequent, and indeed moft
probable event of fuch cafe, render it very
unpleafant, and what every man would
choofe to avoid. No man can command
fuccefs, but every man would with to be
in the way of it. |

Conges




Congenial Hernice.

H E difference between thele and

other ruptures, is not a matter of

mere anatomical {peculation, there are in

the former feveral particularities which re-

quire a practitioner’s very {erious attention,

and which an operator ought always to be
aware of.

The fac of a common hernia, every
one knows, is formed by the protrufion of
the peritoneum, through the natural open-
ing in the tendon of the external, oblique,
mufcle of the abdomen. This fac, at firft,
extends no farther than the groin, but is,
by means of its contents, gradually puthed
lower and lower until it gets into the fero-
tum. It always lies anterior to the fper-
matic veflels, and is enveloped in the cel-
Jular membrane, which makes the tunica
communis of the faid veficls, forms a ca-
vity perfectly diftinct from the tunica vagi-

alis
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nalis teftis, and never does, or can contain,
the tefticle within it.

In the congenial hernia, ‘the cafe is dif-
ferent; in this, the fac is not formed by the
unnatural protrufion of a portion of the
peritoneum, which ought to have remained
within the belly, but is made by the un~
clofed, vaginal coat of the tefticle ; confe-
quently the faid fac, conftantly and necef-
farily, contains within it, the tefticle, to-
gether with whatever elfe may have pafied
from the abdomen to conftitute the hernia,
and which parts muft ther¢fore be in con=
tad with the tefticle,

From this particularity refult fome cir-
cumftances very neceflary for a praitioner
to be acquainted with. Such are the fol-

lowing.

1ft. It fometimes happens that, in
infants, a portion of inteftine flips down
along with the tefticle, prevents the clofing
of the tunica vaginalis, and thercby con-

{titutes the difeafe.
2d,




2d. It fometimes happens, that a por-
tion of gut only comes down, the tefticle
never pafling forth from the abdomen, or
remaining in the groin, and falling no
lower.

3d. In this fpecies of hernia a ftriture,
or ftriCtures, are fometimes met with,
which are formed merely by the contrac-
tion or coar&ation of the neck of the va=
ginal coat or fac, independant of the abdo-
minal tendon, And,

4th. The parts contained in a common
hernia, are liable to contra@ cohefions with
each other, or with the fac, but in the
congenial, both omentum and gut are li-
able to become connected with the tefticle 5
which connecion will, fometimes, de-
mand all the judgment, and all the dexte-
rity, of an operator. So that, nice and
delicate as the operation of a bubonocele is
in the moft fimple and common cafe, it
becomes much more fo in the congenial
rupture, CASE
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e Auib B XIV.

B O Y, about fourteen years old, was

taken into St. Bartholomew’s hofpi<

tal for o firumous, lumbal, abfcefs, the

matter of which had made its way out in

the upper part of the thigh. The dif= -

charge was great, and the boy ﬁnking
apace. ‘

While he lived, T took notice of a par-
ticular appearance on one fide of the fcro-
tum. ; |

The {permatic procefs, at its exit from
the belly, was large and full, and plainly
contained fomething which fhould not be
there, immediately below the fulnefs, the
procefs was of little more than its natural
fize, but juft above. the tefticle, it was
again confiderably inlarged, and had the
fame feel as above. '

The
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The true ftate of the cafe remained in
doubt till the boy died, at which time
both the f{wellings were become mani-
feftly lefs than they had been.

I opened his body, and examined the
parts with fome care. The tunica vagi-

-nalis teftis was open to the abdomen, and
contained a confiderable portion of omen-

tum, which portion reached quite down
to the tefticle, but did not adhere to it:
in the midway between the abdominal
opening and the teftis, the hernial fac was
{o contratted, that the piece of caul, em-
braced by the contrattion, was not extri-
cable by any force, and was prefled into a
firm, hard, fubftance; above and below, it

- was foft and expanfile, but void of fat as

in all emaciated fubjets. This hernia,
therefore, added to its other particularities,

muft have been incapable of reduction
withowt an operation,

b3 - Much
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Much about the fame time, Mr. Reiley,
a very ingenious gentleman, who was then
under me at St. Bartholomew’s, fhewed
me a congenial hernia in a child he had
then in diffeGtion, and in which a portion
of inteftine was begirt in the fame man-
ner {o as to be perfectly inextricable ; but
by divifion of the part,

Had the child lived, and, at any time,
been under a necefiity of {ubmitting to the
operation for a bubenocele, this ftricture,
made by the fac only, and independant of
the abdominal tendon, might have proved
a very embarrafiing circumftance in the
operation, and have occafioned a difficulty
which might not have been forefeen ; in-
deed, upon a view of it, after death, it
appeared wonderful, how the inteftine had
executed its office during the child’s {hort
life.

CASE ¢
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HOMAS Lever, a lad about feven

teen years old, was fent to St. Bar-

tholomew’s by Mr. Gray, of Colchefler.

His complaint was a rupture which pre-

vented his getting his bread, and which

no body in the country had been able to
reduce,

The account he gave of himfelf was a3
follows : That he had had the rupture as
long as he could remember; that it had
always been down in the day, and up in
the night, until within about fix months
paft, when he had been thrown over a
horfe’s head, and bruifed againft the pum-
mel of the faddle; that the blow gave him
fo great pain, at the time, as to occafion
his {wocning; that the pain continued
fome bours, and was followed by inflam-
mation and fwelling, which lafted fome
days; and that, from that time, he had
never been able to get his rupture up.

L. ;_Tha
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The fcrotum was laree and full, but
not at all tenfe; it plainly contained a
portion of inteftine, but there was no
fymptom, nor any appearance of the {mall-
et degree of ftricture. Upon attempting
reduction, fome part of the gut pafled ea-
fily and freely into the abdomen, but a
confiderable portion of it remained, nor
could by any means be made to follow.
The tefticle was very diftinguifhable be-
low, and feemed to be of its natural fize,
and in a natural ftate, except that from the
epidydimis there proceeded a fmall, hard,
‘body, which body became tight, when the
retarnable part of the gut went into the
belly, and feemed tobe what hindered the re-
turn of the whole. The boy was in perfet
‘health, had no obftruction to his difcharge
per anum, nor any complaint relative to
the inteftinal canal. A part of the inte-
ftine was, as I have already faid, return-
able with the greateft eafe ; but even this
would not remain a moment after the fin-

ger which returned it was removed, not
even
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even in a {upine pofture. A compleat re-
dution was found impraticable, the parts
were in {uch a ftate, that no benefit could
be propofed from evacuation of any kind.
To put a trufs on was not only ufelefs,
but mifchievous ; and to leave a boy of fe-
ventecen, who was to get his bread by hard
labour, with his fcrotum loaded with inte-
{tine, liable, by every exertion, to be in-
creafed, and by any inflammation to be-
come firangulated, could not be thought
of.

It was therefore, after very mature deli-
beration, deemed advifeable, to give him
the very probable chance of a cure by an

oper ation.

The very eafy return of part of the gut
into the belly, convinced me, that I muft
not exped to find any fluid in the fac, and
the boy’s own account fatisfied me that the

hernia was congenial, and had the tunica
vaginalis for its fac.

Fi 2 I made
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f made my incifion very cautioufly, and
found both thefe circumftances to be true.
In the bag was a {mall portion of the
ileum, and that part of the colon called
the cecum, with its appendicula vermi-
formis ; the former was loofe, but the lat-
ter was adherent to the epididymis and te-
fticle. It took fome little time to feparate
thefe connections in fuch manner, as to
injure neither of the parts, but when that
was accomplifhed, a very {fmall divifion of
the tendon ferved to obtain a compleat re-
ducion of the whole, and the boy went
home well in about fix weeks.

If this lad had not undergone the ope-
ration at the time he did, and inflamma-
tion with ftri¢ture had, at any future time,
attacked him, his chance of prefervation
would have been but fmall. The adhe-
fion would have rendered redu&ien im-
practicable ; but this not being known,
would have, at leaft, occafioned a wafte of
time in unneceflary, fruitlefs attempts,

&c.

e TR
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&c. unlefs it may be fuppofed that, after
fuch attack, the inteftine could be ren-
dered pervious and capable of executing
its office by means of purging, and ftimu-
lating medicines (which, in this fituation
of things, I am not much inclined to be-
lieve) it is clear, that nothing but the ope-
ration could have ferved him ; which opera-
tion (the circumftance of adhefion not be-
ing known) would not, in all probability,
have been propofed one minute too foon.
Befides which, when all the parts were got
into a ftate of inflammation, the feparation
of the cohefion might not, perhaps, haye
been executed fo readily,

A cafe, in fome degree like to this, was
in St. Bartholomew’s about a year ago un-
der the care of Mr. Younge. It was in a
boy about eleven years old. His fcrotum
was much inlarged, and contained fome-
thing of confiderable fize ; but there was
neither pain, inflammation, tenfion, nor
impediment, in going to ftool: notwith-
flanding the abfence of all bad fymptoms,

L 3 the
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~ the boy, from the mere fize of the tumor,

was prevented from doing any thing either.
hy way of cxercife or work.

" The operation was performed, the her-
siia, which was congenial, was both inte-
flinal, and omental, Iam {ure I am with-
in the truth when I fay, that there were
ten different adhefions of the omentum to
the fac, and two to the tefticle : nor was
this all, for the upper part of the fac was
fo narrow, that it might well have been

miftaken for a ftricture made by the ten-
don.

- Had the portion of inteftine, in this
cafe, been at any time increafed, fo as to
have produced a {triGture, bad {fymptoms
would foon have come on, and what trou-
ble might not have been expected from
parts {o circumftanced ; not one of which

could have been known previoufly to the
operation;




A fudden attack of great pain in the
belly, attended with ficknefs and vomiting,
and an incapacity of going to ftool, imply
the probability of a rupture being the
caufe ; efpecially if the perfon fo attacked
either has at that time, or has had one.

Pain in the belly, naufea, vomiting,
and conftipation, are the general fymptoms
of an obftrution in fome part of the inte-
ftinal canal, and denote, among other
things, a perverfion, alteration, and, per-
haps, fometimes, ceflation of its periftaltic
motion, They do not indeed point out
what the particular caufe may be; but let
it be what it may, if it be not foon re-
moved, the patient muit fink.

An incarcerated hernia, as it is called, is

a difeafe caufed by {uch ftri¢ture made on a
part of the inteflinal canal, as not only
L 4 ftops
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ftops its proper motion, and prevents the
paflage of the fxces through it, but alfo
hinders the circulation of blood through
1ts veflels, and very foon induces a morti-
fication.

The fame {ymptoms have fometimes
been produced by an inflammation, or hy
a fpafmodic affection of the fame part in
perfons- who, if they have had a hernia,
have not had any firi¢ture in it," and alfo
in perfons who have had no hernia at all.

The great, and material difference be-
tween the two cafes 1s, that in the one the
{ymptoms are occafioned by an afte@ion of
a part of the inteftinal tube thruft forth
from its natural fitvation within the belly,
and begirt by a ftri¢ture ; and in the other,
they arife frem an affection of a part of
the fame canal, not begirt, nor thruft
forth, but remaining in its proper place.
The general complaints attending each of
thefe difeafes are fo alike, and are fo very
gifficnlt to be diftinguithed from! each

| ' other,
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other, that whenever they appear to any
violent degree, the places in which herniz
make their appearance, ought always to be
inquired into or’ examined, more efpecially
in women ; for although the fymptoms re-
femble each other fo much, the caufes of
them are materially different, and render
one an obje&t of furgery, while the other
is not at all fo. Whoever refle&ts on thefe
facts, muft fee the propriety, or, indeed,
the necefiity of fuch inquiry as may deter-
mine the true nature of the malady; that
a rupture, if it be the caufe, may be im-
mediately reduced; or that not being the
cafe, that the paffio iliaca may be properly
treated.

Thefe circumftances are fuch, that the
hazard or {afety of the patient often de-
pends upon them, and therefore require
the very ferious attention of the pradi-
tioner : but material as they are, they are
not all, there are cthers which equally de-
mand his regard.® A

# The obfervation of Platner, who fays, ¢ Nec fa-
*¢ cile inveniuntur notz quz oftendunt ex qua occa-
‘¢ fione inteftina laborant,” is ftrictly juft and true,
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A rupture doth not preclude or prevent
inflammation, or f{pafm, or whatever elie
may be the caufe of mifchief from attack-
ing any other part of the inteftinal canal
not included within the hernial fac; nei-
ther doth it prevent the fame kind of evils
from falling on that part of the inteftine
which is within the fac, and thereby pro-
ducing mifchief independant of the rup-
ture, although affecting the part within,
or caufing it : And it alfo fometimes hap-
pens, that perfons afflited with unredu-
ced, or irreducible ruptures, are rendered
incapable of difcharging their fwces per
anum, by caufes which have not the leaft
conne&ion with, or dependance upon the
rupture, or the inteftine contained within
it.  Thus it becomes a furgeon’s carg to
endeavour to be able, not only to know
when a hernia is the caufe of bad {ymp-

tomns, but alfo when it is not; as his con-

-~ duct upon thefe different occafions, muft

be very materially different: for, on the

one hand, if the milchief arifes from the
inteftine

Naad
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inteftine being bound by a firiGture, no-
thing but the reduction of it by the hand,
or the fetting it free by the chirurgic ope-
ration, can preferve the patient; but, on
the other, if the fymptoms proceed from

another caufe, even though the portion of
inteftine within the hernia fhould be the

immediate feat of the evil, the attermpts
for redu&ion will be painful and vain,
the operation at beft ufelefs, and moft pro-
bably prejudicial ; and if the feat and caufe
of the mifchief be not within the rupture,
both the lift mentioned attempts become
thereby ftill more improper, more ufelefs,
and more pernicious.

B e L XVI.

A'N old gentleman, who had for many
years had an irreturnable rupture of
the mixed kind, and which I had often
feen, was feized with the {ymptoms of an
obftrution in the inteftinal canal.

He
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He complained of great pain in his
whole belly, bat particularly about his na-
vel; he was hot and reftlefs, and had a fre-
quent inclination to vomit; his pulfe was
full, hard, and frequent; and he had gone,
contrary to his ufual cuftom, three days
without a flool,

I examined his rupture very carefully :
the procefs was large and full, as ufual,
but not at all tenfe or painful upon being
handled ; his belly was much fwollen and
hard, and he could hardly bear the light
preflure of a hand about his navel. Upon
mature confideration of the whole I was of
opinion, that his rupture had no fhare in
his prefent complaints. But as fome of
his {fymptoms refembled thofe of a ftric-
ture, I defired that more advice might be
had. A phyfician- and furgeon were cal-
led : I gave them account of what1 had
feen of the cafe, of my opinion concern-~
ing the irreducibility of the rupture, and
that it had no fhare in the prefent com-

plaint ;
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plaint; at the fame time defiring my col-
league to examine for himfelf. We tried
at reduction without fuccefs, but he
‘thought that there was ftill a ftriGure. The
Doctor ordered bleeding, glyfters, and ca-
thartics, the laft were immediately rejected
by vomit, and the glyfter came away with-
out any mixture of faeces. Bleeding was
repeated ad deliquium, the tobacco-fmoak
was injeCted, but all to no purpofe. The
operation was propofed, but as the cafe did
not appear to me to require it, I could not
fecond the motion ; it was, however, men-
tioned to the patient, who would not con-
fent unlefs I would fay that I thought it
neceflary, and believed it would be fuc-
cefsful : I could not fay either, becaufe I
believed neither. Every thing elfe that art

could fuggeft or practife was tried; but,
on the fixth day he died.

As it had been fuppofed, that I was
wrong and pofitive, I was very glad that
his friends chofe to have him opened.

The
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‘The hernial fac was thick and hard, and
contained a large portion of omentum, a
picce of the ileum, and a portion of the
colon, all perfectly found, free from in-
flammation or ftri¢ture, and irreturnable
only from quantity. But the inteftine jr::;-
junum, was greatly diftended, highly in-
flamed, and, in fome parts, {phacelated.

i S0 T i XVII.

OHN DEWELL, a man about thirty,
was brc:-ught into St. Bartholomew’ s,
labouring, as was fuppafed under an in-
carcerated hernia. He had not had a ftool
for three days, although he had taken both
purges and glyfters ; he vomited almoft 1 m—
ceflantly, his pulfe was hard and frequent,
but not full, and his countenance berpﬂkﬂ
death.

He had a rupture ; it was on the right

fide, was clearly inteftinal, was foft, eafy,
5 occafioned
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occafioned no pain upon being handled,
and feemed to be capable of reduction;
but, after many trials, I found that I could
net accomplith that end, notwithftanding
I ufed my utmoft endeavours; all which
gave the man no uneafinefs, and therefore
fatisfied me, that his fymptoms did not
arife from his hernia, which was alfo the
patient’s own opinion.

Mr. Nourfe coming into the ward, I
defired him to look at the man: He
‘thought, that notwithftanding ‘the feem-
ingly -quict ftate of the rupture, that a
{fmall portion of gut might be {o engaged,
as to caufe his prefent mifchief, and there-
fore that the operation was warrantable
and proper.

Suppofing it to be right at all, it could
not be done too foon, and therefore we fet
about it immediately.

The hernial fac-was formed by the tu-
nica vaginalis, it contained a portion of in-
teftine



[ afo

teftine ileum, which had contracted a flight
cohefion with the tefticle, but was fo per-
fectly free from ftri¢ture that, when we
had loofened it from its connection, we re-
turned it into the belly without dividing
the tendon.

I was, indeed, afraid that the man
would have died before we could have got
him to bed, but he lived till the next
day.

A portion of the colon, within the
belly, had been in a ftate of inflamma-

tion, was now plainly mortified, and quige
black.

Co&«8 B ' XVIH,

W A S defired to be prefent at the
opening of the body of a gentleman,
whofe difeafe and death had oceafioned
fome altercation among thofe whe had at-

tended him. |
The
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The account given of him while living
was, that to the age of 56, he had enjoyed
an uninterrupted f{tate of health,

That, at the age of forty, he difcovered
a rupture, for which he immediately took
advice, and put on a trufs : that the trufs
not anfwering the purpofe, he foon threw it
afide, and fuffered his rupture to take its
courfe. ‘That it gradually increafed until
it became both vifible and troublefome.
That he then applied to Mr. Sainthill,
and Mr. Samuel Sharpe, both of whom
endeavoured to reduce it, but ia vain, and
both advifed him to wear a fufpenfory bag,
which he, from that time, had conftantly
done. 'That, from that time, he had ne-
ver .complained of any uneafinefs but what
was occafioned by its mere weight. That
he very {feldom miffed having a ftool every
morning. That, about two years before
his death, he began to complain of fre-
quent pain about his bladder and funda-
ment. That thefe pains had affected higm
- M neas
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near three months before he found any al-
teration in his faecal difcharge, but that,
from that time, he had been conftantly
coftive; and, for the laft fix months,
had never pafled a {tool without a very fti-
mulating purge, and even then, with great
difficulty. That he had frequently taken
advice, had a variety of medicines pre-~
{cribed, from none of which he ever
reaped any other than the temporary be-
nefit of purging. That, in all this time,
no alteration had ever been fGUnd,-.m*-pef_
ceived in his rupture, either regarding its
fize, or any other circumftance, That,
for feven or eight weeks before his death,
he had worn a very morbid afpe@, was
become exceedingly emaciated, and had
totally loft all appetite, his pains alfo be-
ing more frequent, and more acute. And
that, for the laft week, he neither had,
nor could obtain any, the fmalleft degree,
of ftool,

~ This fymptom had been, by thofe who
were called to him laft, attributed to
his

i =
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his hernia; and the operation had been

much prefled on one fide, and ebjetted to
on the other.

The hernial fac was old, large, and
thick, its contents, omentum, much har-
dened, and a confiderable purtitm of the
inteftine ileum both perfetly found and
~ unaltered, and not bound by the f{malleft
degree of ftri¢ture, the ftomach, liver,
{pleen, and {mall inteftines, without ble-
mifh, but confiderably diftended; but
about five inches of that part of the
colon neareft to the re&tum was fo con-
trated, that it was quite impervious,
and fo hardened, that it was like nfathmg
fo little as a partmn of gut,

¢ A 8 B . XX
A M A N, about forty, was brought to

St. Bartholomew’s with a fuppofed
incarcerated hernia,

M a He
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He had a very {wollen, tight, belly, a
frequent pain, and vomiting, and no ftools ;
and this had been the cafe for three days,
during which time, very proper attempts had
been made both for reduction and paffage.

Neither the fcrotum, nor the parts about
the groin, feemed to indicate that the feat
of the cyil was thf:rc, although the parts
were certainly. too tenfe, and a portion of
inteftine was pa]pably in a hermal fac. It
was Mr. Crane’s week, who was out of
London, and Mr. Edmund Pitt, who
ated for him, defired me to affilt in the
operation ; which was thought neceflary, as
po difcharge per anum could be procured.

The hernial fac was of the congenial
kind, and contained a portion of {mall in-
teftine, which did not feem much, if at
all, bnund by the t:ndun, but it was fo
ﬁmngly and univerfally adherent to the
neck of the fac, that it was impofiible to
think of feparating it. A very unpleafant

| : circumftance
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circumftance this.  All that could be dotie
was, to fet it free from all poffible ftric-

ture, and if ftools eould be precured; to
act afterwards as might be neceflary.

Every means, of purge, glyfler, &c. was
ufed, but no paflage procured; and, on
the fourth day frem that of his admiffion
he died.

The piece of inteftine, in the hernia,
was that part of the ileum neareft to the
colon, and which was in good order, only
adherent ; but higher wp toward the jeju-
num, it was abfolutely impervious for
more than three inches in length.

I have feen two other cafes fo nearly f1=
milar, that I need not repeat them.

The following cafe has fome circums
ftances which may pofiibly be worth the
_readet’s notice.

M 3 CASE
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PR IBIVE XX.

THOMAS MARSHALL, aged fifty-
- - four, was brought into St Bartho-
lomew’s hofpital, on the 25th of May,
1764, with a large, painful, tumefied,
fecrotum. The account which he gave of
himfelf was,

That, in his childhood, he had been
afflicted with a gut-rupture, for which he
had worn a trufs ‘until the rupture was
fuppofed to have been cured. That he
had always been a regular, temperate, and
hard-working man. That, on the 23d of
April, he felt, while he was at work, a
fudden, violent, attack of a colic-pain,
which, in a few hours, was followed by

a {light purging, That, his pain not .

ceafing, he took fome tin&ure of rhu-
barb, from which he had three or four
more motions. That, in the evening of
the fecond day, he found a confiderable

fwelling

i
o
1
&
T
TE

Y




i 167 |

fwelling in his groin and fcrotum, on the
- fide where his rupture had formerly been.

That, on the third, he went to work
again, although he had much pain in his
belly, and a purging. That, on the
fourth, he took fomething of the cordial
kind, given him by a neighbour, and ftaid
at home all that day, and the next, during
which he was pretty eafy, but had feveral
loofe ftools. That, on the feventh day
from that of his being firft taken ill, he
went to work again, but was again at-
tacked with fevere pain, and frequent vo-
miting, immediately after which he found
the {welling in his fcrotum confiderably
increafed. That, from this time, he was
{fo much, and fo conftantly uneafy, as to
be obliged to keep his bed, it being the
only place in which he could put himfelf
in a tolerably eafy pofture. And that du-
ring the whole time, from the zg'th of
April to the 25th of May, he had very
feldom had lefs than two ftools every day,

often more,

M 4 The
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The man was much emaciated, had 2
quick pulfe, a hot fkin, and confiderable
thirft : the fcrotum was now very much on
the ftretch, began to put on a purple kind
of colour, and had, at the fame time, 2
watry load in its cellular membrane, but
palpably contained a large quantity of fluid
in the tunica vaginalis teftis. The whole
tumor had a pyriform kind of figure ; the
{permatic procefs was hard and large, and
clearly contained fomething which pafled
into it from the belly, but which fome-
thing did not defcend below the upper part
of the fcrotum, while the lower part of
the fame was fo diftended, as to be half
way down the thigh, and was palpably
filled by a fluid.

The ftate of the parts were fuch, that it
became neceffary to do fomething, left
they fhould mortify. I made, with all
paﬁible caution, an incifion through the
loaded integuments into the cavity of the
tunica vaginalis, and gave difcharge to near

a

b
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a quart of the moft offenfive brown liquor :
- upon the difcharge of this, the lower part
all fubfided; but the upper remained the
fame. I then, with a crooked probe-
pointed knife, divided the whole from be-
low upward, and found that the bag con-

taining the fluid was a congenial hernial
fac, whofe internal furface had all the ap-
pearance of being mortified, and that the
body, in its upper part, was a portion of
inteftine. This portion had, on its fur-
face, feveral black, and truly-fphacelated
{pots, fome larger, and fome {fmaller ; but
the gut was ftill intire, and appeared mo-
derately diftended with wind. I pafied
my finger through the opening in the ab-
dominal mufcle, and could not find that it
made the {malleft degree of ftri¢ture, but
found, at the fame time, that the intefline
was fo firmly adherent to the fac that, in
its prefent ftate, it was equally impoffible
to return, as to detach it. That night
the man bad two good ftools, and next
morning, when I expeted to have found
him dead, he was confiderably better.

; - Tagain
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I again examined the parts, to fce whes
ther the inteftine could be returned, but
again found that, had it been advifeable,
it was impra@icable. The third day he
was ftill better, and had a figured ftool.

As it appeared highly improbable, that
the mortified fpots on the gut thould caft
off without leaving a breach in the inte-
ftine ; I thought, that the beft that could
happen, would be a difcharge of fazces
through the wound, at leaft for a time;
but I was miftaken, for at the end of five
days, during which he had taken the bark
freely, all the efchars caft off, by a florid,
good, incarnation, and leaving no breach
at all, the man became eafy, chearful, and
began to take nourifhment.

From this time, the portion of inteftine
in the groin, feemed daily to retire up-
ward, and become lefs vifible, and I began
to entertain hope that we thould fee a very

fortunate termination of this very mifer-

able
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able cafe. For the fpace of ten days he
took the bark freely, and feemed every day
better and better ; but, at the end of that
time, he became again feverith and lan-
guid ; inftead of his ufual freedom of ftool,
none could be procured, and he died.

The prolapfed gut had retired fo much,
that, had the man lived, I make no doubt
that it would have been included within
the fore, and been firmly healed over: the
places, which had been fphacelated, were
quite healed ; but about four inches of
- that part of the inteftine, which was juft
within the belly, was fo contratted as to

become quite impervious, and perfectly
{cirrhous.

The intelligent will, I make no doubt,
remark on fome parts of this cafe, and
therefore I fhall trouble him with one
only, which is, that fphacelated fpots on
the furface of an inteftine, are not always
and abfolutely a prohibition againft return-
ing fuch inteftine into the belly.

CASE
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W AS defired to meet Dr. De Valangfri;
Mr. Godman, and Mr. Boigue, in the
cafe of a hernia with ftri¢ture.

‘The patient was a man about the mid-
dle of life, his rupture was, I think, on
his left fide, and when I faw him he had
not had a ftool for feveral days, though the
ufual means had been ufed. Upon exami-
ning the parts, they made as bad an ap-
pearance as poflible : they had been tumid,
full, and inflamed, théy were now funk,
flaccid, and completely mortified, not-
withftanding which I could not fay, that
the man appeared {o near to death, as fuch
an appearance would indicate, but, at the
fame time, fo materially ill, that I could
not fuppofe that he could receive any be=
nefit from the art of furgery.

The
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The true intent of the operation, that of
fetting the gut free from the firicture, was
of no confideration here ; the ftriGure had
done all its mifchief; if the man was to
live, the mortified parts muft caft off; and
if he was to die, I thought it was better
that we fhould not even s{ppear to have a
fhare in his death, by an operation, which
I' thought could not be ferviceable, and
might be mifconftrued, |

This was truly my opinion, and I gave it
as fuch. But, overcome by the importu-
nity of the patient’s wife, and to avoid feem-
ing to be cither carelefs or brutal, I was pre-
vailed on to divide the parts. The fcro-
~tum, integuments in the gmin, and  her-
nial fac, were completely, and truly mor-
tified ; the portion of inteftine, which cer-
tainly was not lefs than three inches, was
i_n ‘the fame ftate, funk, empty, '(having
burft) and as black as a coal; the offence
was terrible, but the man fuffered no pain,
: as
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as the parts were totally void of fen-
fation,

I contented myfelf with merely dividing
the fcrotum, and hernial fac, and left the
rotten inteftine as it was, lying in the groin
on the outfide of the ring, concluding that
avery fhort {pace of time would determine
the poor man’s fate, and that not favora-
bly. The gentlemenwhom I had met, con-
tinued to attend, and to take care of him;
the mortified parts caft off, he difcharged
his feces through his wound for fome time,
but that, in no great length of time, cea-
fed, and within the {pace of a month, I
faw him in very good health, difcharging
all his fzces per anum, and having only a
fmall, clean, and healing fore, where his
wound had been. How the feces pafled
from the ileum to the colon after the mor-
tified parts were thrown off, I am, confi-
dering the fize of the portion of gut, re=
ally at a lofs to account for; but very fure
I am, that if the advice given by all wri-

ters,
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ters, in thefe cafes, to cut off the piece of
mortified inteftine, and faften the feund
part to the upper part of the wound, had
been followed, the man weuld have pafied
the remainder of his life in a much more
unpleafant manner. ;

- Hernia
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Hernia vefice urinarie,

Hernia formed by a protrufion of 8
portion of the urinary bladder, thro’

the opening in the abdominal mufcle into
the groin or fcrotum 1is a difeafe, fome-
times, but not very frequently, met with.

It has been taken notice of by many
writers of charaéter, and.has been accu-
rately defcribed by Monf. Verdier, and
Mr. Samuel Sharpe.

Whoever is acquainted with the ftruc-
ture and difpofition of the peritoneum,
without which knowledge he cannot un-
derftand a hernia at all, knows that the
bladder is only covered in part by that
membrane, and that its inferior and lateral
parts lie on the outfide of it, in the tela
eellulofa,

That

= A N I R




¢ o ]

That portion of. the bladder, which is
liable to this protrufion, is not covered by
the peritpneum, canfequﬂntly when 1t is
thruft forth it does not carry with it any part
of the faid membrane; and, therefore,
cannot have, what is called, a hernial fac:
in which it differs from every other kind
of hernia. ‘

The two following are the only cafes I
ever met with.

oqle Gl g o ke 3.4

Poor fellow, who worked with a far-

mer at lflington, came to St. Bar-
thU]DmEWS with a lar{*e, troublefome,
fwellmg in his fcrotum. The tumor was
large, tenfe, of a pvnform ﬁgure, paIpany
cc:-nt_amed a fluid, gave no pain but from
its weight when full, and had every mark
Df a hydmcele, except that the tefticle was

.perfeétly dtﬂmgmfhable at its bottom.

N While
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While T was hefitating concerning this
circumitance, the man faid, Sir, I can get
rid of it all by piffing, but it fills again in
a few hours, efpecially if I drink.

Upon my feeming to difbelieve what he
faid, he took up his fcrotum, and fqueezing
it together with fome violence, difcharged
the whole by the urethra.

£ 0 B R XXIII,

B O Y, about fix years old, was
{feized with an acute pain about the
region of the pubes; it lafted near an hour
and half, and fuddenly ceafing, he became
perfe&tly eafy. During the time his pain
lafted he could not difcharge a drop of
water, though he endeavoured fo to do,
but, as it ceafed he piffed frecly. In afew
days after, a {fmall tumour was difcovered
about the fize of a pea, in the {permatic
procefs, juft below the groin: it gave the
child
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child no pain, and therefore no notice was
taken of it. By flow degrees it defcended
lower and lower, and, as it defcended, it
feemed to increafe in fize: when it had got
to the upper part of the fcrotum, it was ob-
ferved to be confiderably inlarged ; and the
boy now found himfelf more frequently
urged to make water ; but without pain or
difficulty. He was examined by a prﬁ&i-
tioner or two 1n his_neighbuurhmd, who,
not knowing what to make of it, advifed
the letting it alone. Within the fpace of
five years it got down to the bottom of
the fcrotum, and when it was there it was
obferved to increafe much fafter than it had
done before. The boy was at a confider-
able diftance from London, and it 1ill-
fuited his friends to fend him thither, fo
that another year pafled before he was fent
up; which was done at the age of thir-
teen, the {welling being now. troublefome
upon any motion.

Some, who firft faw him, deemed it a

fcirrhous tefticle, and advifed caftration, to
N 2 which
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which the friends of the boy would not
{ubmit.

From the moft careful examination I
could make, I could not think that 1t was
formed by the tefticle ; but, on the other
hand, I could not fid any tefticle on that
fide.

The fwelling was perfedtly equal in its
urface, was indolent, bhad a ftony, incom-
prcﬁbi‘e kind of hardnefs, was trouble-
fome from its weight, but never occaftoned
pain in the back or loins: it had all the
appearance of being dependant from the
fpermatic procefs ; which procefs, though
it had neither the feel, nor the appearance
of being difeafed, yet was larger than it
{hould be, and than that on the other fide.
"The perfe@ equality of the tumor, its be-
ing perfectly free from pain, even when
prefled hard, and its extreme incompreiil-
bility, led me to believe it was not the te-
fticle ; but this was merecly negative infor-
mation, The trouble it now gave the

boy, -
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boy, and its difpofition to increafe, feemed
to authorife its removal, and the ftate both
of the part, and of the child, were no
prohibitions. I therefore propofed and un-
dertook it. I made an incifion through
the fkin and cellular membrane, the whele
length of the procefs ‘and ferotum, by
means of which I difcovered a firm, white,
- membranous bag, or cyft, connected loofely
with the cellular membrane in the fame
manner as a hermial fac. I diffe&ed all
the anterior part of this bag, quite clean,
and found that, as'I traced it upward, it
became narrower, and feemed to proceed
from the upper part of the groin. This
determined me to try if I could not clear
it from its pofterior connection; in doing
which I difcovered a tefticle which lay im-
mediately behind the body forming the tu-
mor, and was fmall, flat, and comprefled.

The diffection of this, and of the fper-
matic chord, from the bag and from its
neck, which I was obliged to do in order
to preferve the tefticle, took up fome time,

N 3 and
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and gave me focme trouble ; but, when I
had finithed 1t, I found that the cyft was
dependant from, and continuous with, a
membrancus du& about the breadth of
the largeft wheat-ftraw, or, what it was
‘more like to, a2 human ureter, which paf-
fed out from the abdomen through the
opening in the muicle.

When I had perfe@ly cleared this duc
from all connetion with the fpermatic
chord, I cut it off immediately above the
tumor, and upon the divifion, there iffued
forth about four ounces of a clear liquor,
and the mouth of the cyft, expanding it-
{elf, difclofed a flone, exactly refembling
what is found in the human bladder.

As there was not the leaft appearance of
fluid, either in the bag or in its neck, be-
fore the divifion, its immediate effufion,
and the appearance of the flone, induced
me to believe, that the cafe was a hernia
cyftica. In order to be certain, I ftaid
fome time ; and when I thought that fome

quantity
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quantity of urine might have pafled from
the kidnies, I defired the boy to try to
make water : he did fo, and a large fiream
of urine flewing through the wdund, in-
ftead of the urethra, put the matter out of
all doubt.

He was drefied fuperficially, had no one
bad fymptom, though a portion of the
bladder was totally removed: his urine
came through the wound in his groin for
about a fortnight; but as that wound
healed, it refumed its natural courfe, and
the patient has remained free from com-
plaint ever fince, except that the natural
fize of his bladder being leflened by the
extirpation of a part, he is obliged to dif-
charge his urine rather more frequently.

N 4 CASE
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C A TR REIY.
An Ovarian Hernia.

A Healthy young woman about 23, was

taken into St. Bartholomew’s hofpi=
tal on account of two {mall fwellmgs, one
in each groin, which for fome months had
been {o painful, that the could not do her
work as a fervant.

The tumors were perfe@ly free from in-
flammation, were foft, unequal in their
furface, very moveable, and lay juft on the
outfide of the tendinous opening in each
of the oblique mufcles, through which
they feemed to have pafled.

The woman was in full health, large
breafied, ftout, and menftruated regularly,
had no obftru@ion to the difcharge per
anum, nor any complaint but what arofe
from the uneafinefs thefe tumors gave her,

when
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when fhe ftooped or moved fo as to prefs
them.

She was the patient of Mr. Nourfe. He
let her blood and purged her, and took all
poflible pains to return the parts through
the openings through which they had
clearly pafied out.

He found all his attempts fruitlefs, as
did Mr. Sainthill and myfelf, and the wo-
man being incapacitated from getting her
bread, and defirous to {ubmit to any thing
for relief, it was agreed to remove them.

The fkin and membrana adipofa being
divided, a fine membranous bag came into
view, in which was a body fo exactly re-
fembling a human ovarium, that it was
impofiible to take it for any thing elfe; a
ligature was made on it, clofe to the ten-
don, and it was cut off. The fame opera-
tion was done on the other fide, and the
appearance, both at the time of operating,

and
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and in the evamination of the parts remo-
ved, were exactly the fame.

She has enjoyed good health ever fince,

but is become thinner and more apparently
mufcular; here breafts, which were large,
are gone; nor has the ever menflruated
fince the operation, which is now fome
years.

&c.
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?fﬁm"ﬁ H E powers and virtues of the

8T g Peruvian bark are known to al-
W 7% moft every pra@itioner in phy-
fick and furgery. Among the many cafes in
which its merit is particularly and juftly
celebrated, are the diftempers called gan-
grene and mortification ; its general power

of
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of ftopping the one, and refifting the other,
have made no inconfiderable addition to
the fuccefs of the chirurgic art; but ftill
there is a particular fpecies even of thefe,
in which this noble medicine moft fre-
quently fails : I mean that particular kind,
which, beginning at the extremity of one
or more of the {mall toes, does, in more or
lefs time, pafs on to the foot and ancle, and
fometimes to a part of the leg, and in
fpite of all the aid of phyfick -and fur-
gery, moft commonly deftroys the patient.

It is very unlike to the mortification
from inflammation, to that from external
cold, from ligature, or bandage, or to that
which proceeds from any known and vi-
fible caufe, and this as well in its attack as
in its procefs. In fome few inftances it
makes its appearance with little or no pain;
but in by much the majority of thefe cafes,
the patients feel great uneafinefs through
the whole foot and joint of the ancle, par-
ticularly in the night, even before thefe

parts fhow any mark of diftemper, or be-
" T
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fore there is any other than a {mall difco-
loured fpot on the end of one of the little
tocs.

It géneraﬂy makes its firft appearance on
the infide, or at the extremity of one of
the fmaller toes; by a {mall, black, or
bloifh {pot: from this {pot the cuticle is
always found to be detached, and the fkin
under it to be of a dark red colour.

If the patient has lately cut his nails, or
corn, it is moft frequently, though very
unjuftly, fet to the account of fuch opera-
tion.

Its progrefs in different fubje&ts, and
under different circumftances, is different ;
in fome it is flow and long in pafiing from
toe to toe, and from thence to the foot and
ancle ; in others its progrefs is rapid, and
horridly painful : it generally begins on
the infide of €ach {mall toe, before it is vi-
fible either on its under or upper part;
and when it makes'its attack on the foot,

the
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the upper part of it firft fhows its diftem-
pered ftate, by tumefaction, change of co-
lour, and fometimes by vefication, but
wherever 1t i1s, one of the firft marks of it
is a feparation or detachment of the cu-
ticle.

Each fex is liable to it; but for one fe-
male, in whom I have met with it, I
think I may fay, that I have feen it in, at
Jeaft, twenty males. I think alfo that, I
have much more often found it in the rich
and voluptuous, than in the labouring
poor ; more often in great eaters, than free
drinkers. It frequently happens to perfons
advanced in life, but is, by no means,
peculiar to old age. It is not, in general,
preceded or accompanied by apparent di-
ftemperature either of the part, or of the
habit. I do not know any particular kind
of conftitution which is more liable to it
than another; but, as far as my obferva-
tion ‘goes, I think that I have moft fre-
quently obferved it to attack thofe who
have been fubje&t to flying, uncertain,

pains
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pains in their feet, which they have called
gouty, and but feldom in thofe who have
been accuftomed to have the gout regularly
and fairly. It has, by fome, been fuppo-
{fed to arife from an oflification of veflels ;
but for this opinion I never could find any
foundation but mere conjecture.

The common method of treating this
diftemper is, by f{pirituous fomentations,
cataplafms actually and potentially warm,
by dreffings of the digeftive kind, as they
are called, animated with warm, pungent,
oils and balfams, &c. and, internally, by
the Peruvian bark.

I wifh I could fay that this, which, with
little alteration, has been the general prac-
tice, had been moft frequently, or even of-
ten {uccefsful ; but I am, from long, and
repeated experience, obliged to fay, that it
| has not.

' I am fenfible that many of my readers

will be furprized at my affirming, that the
| O | Peruvian
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Peruvian bark will not ftop a mortificatior,
a diftemper in which, for fome years, 1t
has been regarded as fpecific; but I muft
beg not to be mifunderftood : I mean to
confine my obfervation and my objection
to this particular fpecies of mortification,
~ which I regard as being fui generis: and
under this reftri¢tion I muit repeat, that I
have f{eldom, if ever, feen the bark fuc-
cefsful : in all ether cafes, wherein it is
afed or recommended, no man has a
higher opinion of it; but in this I cannot
‘give it a praife which it does not deferve.

I believe I may venture to fay, that I
have tried it as fairly, as fully, and as vari-
oufly, as any man has, or can: I have
given it in the largeft quantity, at the
fhorteft intervals, and for the longeft pof-
fible fpace ; that is, as long as the patient’s |
life would permit : I have given it by itfelf
in decoltion, extra&, and fubftance; I
have combined all thefe together; 1 have
joined it with nitre, fal abfynth. with |
{nakeroot, with confe@. cardiac. with vo-

| latile
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latile fglts, and with mufk, as different
circamftances feemed to require, or ad-
mit: I have ufed it as fonmientation; as
poultice, as drefling; I have affifted it
with every thing which has been ufually
thought capable of procuring, or affifting
digeftion ; ftill the diftemper has continued
its courfe, perhaps a little more flowly, but
{till it has ended in death.

I am forry to rob one of our great medi-
cines of any part of its fﬂppﬂﬁ:d merit,
but, as on the one hand, itsclaim, in this
inftance, is unjuft, and as, on the other, [
hope to add as much to the character of an-
other, the res medica will be no fufferer.

Some time ago, I had a patient labour-
ing under this complaint, who, from an-
tipathy, obftinacy, or fome other caulfg,
could not be prevailed on to take bark in

- any form whatever. I made ufe of every
argument, but to no purpofe: fomenta-
tion, poultice, and the ufual drefiings,

were applied in the ufual manner ; the dif~
0 = cafe
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eafe advanced fome days more, fome days
lefs, and, at the end of a fortnight, the
{mall tces were all completely mortified,
the great one become blackith, the foot
much fwollen, altered in colour, and the
difeafe feeming to advance with fuch hafty
firides, that I fuppofed a very few days
would determine the event. The pain in
the foot and ancle was fo great, and {o con-
tinual, as totally to deprive the patient of
fleep. On this acccunt, and merely to
procure fome remiffion, T gave two grains |
of opium at night, which not having the
defired effeé, I repeated it in ‘the morn-
ing. Finding, during the following day, '
fome advantage, I repeated the fame dofe
night and morning, for three days; at the
end of which time the patient became
quite eafy, and the appearances on the foot
and ancle were vifibly more favourable.
Encouraged by this, I increafed the quan-
tity of the medicine, giving one grain |
every three or four hours, taking care to
watch its narcotic effe€, and to keep the
“belly empty by glyfters.  En nine days
fromv
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from the firt adminiftration of the opium,
all the tumefaction of the foot and ancle
totally {ubfided, the fkin recovered its na-
tural colour, and all the mortified parts
plainly began to feparate ; in another week
they were all loofe, and cafting off, the
matter was good, and the incarnation

florid.

During the whole of this time, I conti-
nued the ufe of the opium, varying its

- quantity, as circumftances required, but

never gave lefs than three or four grains in
twenty-four hours.

When the floughs were all caft off, the
bones feparated, and 1 had only a clean fore
to drefs and heal, I gradually left off the

medicine.

I am very willing to acknowledge, that
however well-pleafed I might be with the
event of this cafe, yet I really regarded it
as accidental ; fo much fo, that having very
foon after another opportunity, I did not

L) 2 care
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care to truft tu'ﬂpiu'm alone, but joined the
bark with it. The event was equally for-
tunate. But although I had joined the
cortex with the extraGtum thebaicum, and
did therefore attribute the fuccefs to their
united powers, yet the effe@t was fo very
unlike to what I had ever feen from the
bark without opiutn, that I could not-avoid
ferioufly, and often refleing on it, and
determining to ufe it by itfelf, whenever
another opportunity thould offer. I did fo,
and fucceeded in the fame happy manner,
though under the very difugreeable cir-
cumftances of feventy years of age, a
broken, diﬂempered conflitution, and the
difeafe making a hafty progrefs.

To relate cafes which are nearly, or at
lealt materially fimilar, is of no ufe: I
fhall therefore only fay, that every oppor-
tunity, which I have had fince of making
the experiment, has ftill more and more
convinced me of the great value and uti-
lity of this medicine, and of its power of
refcuing from deftruction, perfons under
this affliction. I can-
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I canpot {ay that it has never failed me,
it certainly has ; but then it has been un-
der {fuch circumfitances, as 1 think would
fairly account for the failure,

I thould be exceedingly forry to be mif-
underftood ; I thould be ftill more fo to
miflead any bedy, and therefore I beg it
may be noticed, that I do not propofe the
extraum thebaicum, in this cafe, as an
univerfal, infallible fpecific ; I know, from
experience, that it is not; but as I alfo
know, from repeated experience, that it
will, under proper management and direc-
tion, do more than any, or than all other
medicines ; and that I have, by means of
it, faved fome lives, which, I am very
fure, would, under the common, and
moft approved method of treatment, with-
out it, have been loft, I cculd not anfwer
to myfelf the not communicating what I

had obferved.

O 4 If
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If this was an experiment, in which the
life or limb, or health of the patient, was
1n any degree endangered, or by which the
perfon, on whom it may be tried, could,
in any degree, be injured, I fhould have
withheld what I now publith, until a
greater length of time, and more experi-
ence, had rendered it {till more abfolutely
certain;; and I fhould have thought myfelf
ftrictly vindicable in fo doing ; but as this
15 a medicine, whofe general effe@s are well
known, and which is, at the fame time,
fo capable of direction and management,
that it is almoft impofhible for any perfon
who deferves to be trufted with medicine
at all, to do any material harm with it, I
thought it would be wrong and unjuft to
conceal what had occurred to me, left I
might thereby deprive the affliGed of an
affiftance which, I verily believe, is not to
be obtained from any other quarter,

In fhort, from what I have feen and
done, I am perfe&tly convinced that, by
it
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its means, .and by its means folely, I have
faved lives which, without it, muft have
been loft,

If it preferves a few of thofe, who are
{o unfortunate to labour under this nafty,
painful, lingering, and deftructive diforder,
to which we are all liable, and which has
hitherto, moft frequently, foiled all at-
tempts of art, I fhall be fincerely glad to
have contributed to fo good an end: if it
fhould prove in other hands as {fuccefsful as
it has with me, I fhall be ftill more {o;
but, on the other hand, if, after feveral
times giving me reafon to believe, and
hope that it would prove an inftrument for
the prefervation of maony, it fhould, upon
more repeated trial, be found to fail, I
fhall be forry for the event, but fhall flill
think, that I did right in communicating
what I had feen, and thereby endeavoufing
to be ufeful to mankind.

Hoc opus, hoc ftudium, parvi propere-
mus et ampli,

Si patriz volumus, fi nobis vivere cari.

If
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If T am right in my conje&ure concern-
ing this hazardous and deftru&ive malady ;
and if the method which I have propofed
and pratifed, fhould prove as fuccefsful in
the hands of others as it has 1n mine, I
cannot help thinking, that the external or
chirui'gic treatment of the diforder might
be amended; that is, might be made to
coincide more than it does at prefent with
fuch foothing kind of plan.

Since I have had reafon to embrace this
opinion, and to alt in conformity to it, I
have found more advantage from fre-
quently foaking the foot and ancle in warm
milk, than from any f{pirituous, or aro-
matic fomentations whatever; that 1s, I
have found the one more capable of alle-
viating the pain, which fuch patients al-
moft always feel, than the other ; which
circumftance I regard as a very material
one. Pain is always an evil, but in this

particular
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particular cafe, I look upon it as being
fingularly fo. Whatever heats, irritates,
ftimulates, or gives uneafinefs, appears to
me always to increafe the diforder, and to
add to the rapidity of its progrefs; and,
on the contrary, I have always found, that
whatever tended merely to calm, to ap-
peafe, and to relax, at leaft retarded the
mif{chief if it did no more.

The whole plan of the chirurgic treat-
ment of this difeafe, is founded on 2 gene-
ral idea of warming, invigorating, ftimu-
lating, and refifting putrefaction, and the
means generally made ufe of are very pro-
per for fuch purpofe : but I muft own that
I think the purpofe, or intention, to be
improper.

Upon this principle, the old theriaca
Londinenfis, and the prefent cataplafma e
Cymino, have been, and {ill are, fo freely
ufed on this occafion. A compofition of
this kind, if it does anything, muft heat
and flimuiate, and it is by heating and (ti-

nlulatiﬂg
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mulating the {kin, to which it is applied,
that it fo frequently does that mifchief
which I am confident it often does, tho’
{fuch mifchief is fet to the account of the
nature of the diforder. Cafes exaétly fi-
milar, in all circumftances, are not to be
met with every day, but I am from expe-
rience convinced, that of two, as'nearly
fimilar as may be, in point of pain, if the
one be treated in the ufual manner, with a
warm, ftimulating, cataplafm, and the
other only with a poultice made of the
fine farina feminis lini, in boiling milk or
water mixed with ung. fambuc. or frefh
butter, that the pain, and the progrefs of
the diftemper, will be much greater and
quicker in the former than in the latter.

When the black, or mortified {fpot has
fairly made its appearance on one or more
of the toes, it is the general practice to
* fcarify or cut into fuch altered part with
the point of a knife or lancet. If this in-
cifion be made merely to learn whether
the part be mortified or not, it is altoge-

ther
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ther unneceflary, the detachment of the
cuticle, and the colour of the fkin, render
that a decided point: if it be not made -
quite through the efchar, it can {erve no
purpofe at all; if it be made quite thro’,
as there 1s no confined fluid to give dif-
charge to, it can only ferve to convey fuch
medicines as may be applied for the pur-
pofe of procuring digeftion to parts capa-
ble of feeling their influence, and on this
account they are fuppofed to be beneficial,
and therefore right.

When the upper part of the foot begins
to part with its cuticle and to change co-
lour, it is a pratice with many to {carify
immediately ; here, as in the preceding
inftance, if the fcarifications be too fuper-
ficial, they muft be ufelefs, if they be fo
deep, as to caufe a flight hemorrhage, and
to reach the parts, which have not yet loft
their fenfibility, they muft do what indeed
they are generally intended to do, that is,
give the medicines, which fhall be applied,
an opportunity of acting on fuch parts.

Tilie
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'The medicines moft frequently made ufe
of for this purpofe are, like the theriaca;

chofen for this fuppofed activity ; and cons -

fift of the warm, pungent, oils and bal-
{fams, whofe a&ion muft neceffarily be to
flimulate and irritate : from thefe qualities
they moft frequently excite pain, which,
according to my idea of the difeafe, is dia-
metrically oppofite to the proper curative
intention ; and this I am convinced of
from repeated .experience.

~ The dreflings cannot confift of materials
which are too foft and lenient ; nor are
any {carifications neceflary for their appli-
cation. But I would go farther and fay,
that {carifications are not only ufelefs, but
in my opinion, prejudicial, by exciting
pain, the great, and chiefly to be dreaded
evil, in this complaint. The poultice
fhould be alfo foft, {mooth, and unirrita-
ting ; its intention fhould be merely to
foften and relax; it fhould comprehend

the whole foot, ancle, and part of the leg ;
and
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and fhouid always be fo moift, or greaf’y ds
not to be likely to become at all dry or
hard, between one drefling and another.

I will trouble the reader with only one
remark more.

When the toes are, to all appearance,
perfectly mortified, and feem fo loofe as to
be capable of being eafily taken away, it is,
in general, thought right to remove them.
However rotten and loofe they may feem to
be, or really are, yet while they hold on,
they hold by fomething which is flill en-
dued with fenfation, as may always be
known, if they be bent back or twifted
with any degree of violence.

I will not enter into a difpute about the
fenfibility or infenfibility of ligaments, nor
undertake to determine whether they be li-
gaments or any other kind of parts which
{t1il maintain the conne&ionof the toes with
theirown refpectivejoints, or with the meta-
tarfal bones ; itis fufficient for me to know,

and






