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INTRODUCTION. vii

read by the public in general; and
that the publication of it is an
event rather to be wifhed than f{pee-
dily expe@ed, if it be confidered that

~ almoft the whole of the Secretary’s

time is employed in difcharging the
common duties of his Office, befides
as there are fo many fubjeds to be
treated of in the propofed regifter,
little room can be expe&ted for record-
ing the fimple, but entertaining inci-
dents, which gave birth to the firft
idea of forming fuch a Society, and
which it 1s neceffary the public thould

be acquainted with, efpecially as it

~ is but too commonly remarked, that
when great affociations are arrived a”

the meridian of {uceefs and perfecton,
the minutenefs of their origin is for-
got, and men are thereby deterred

from
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As he fhall be found to have ad-
hered to, or deviated from thefe
grand criterions of narrative merit,
he defires to ftand approved or con-
* demned, and hereon relies for the
patronage and protection of the un-
prejudiced and benevolent.

To filence the feverer critic, he
pleads his privilege as a Member,
and prefumes to affert, that he has
a right, from thofe principles of
freedom and independency which
are the grand fupport of the So-
ciety, to offer to the public with
~all due deference and becoming
- modefty, fuch an account of the
refpe@able body to which he be-

longs, as fhall incite every great
C and
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ONGISE ACCOUNT

O R 2T H.E

Rife, Progrefs, and Prefent State

Of the SOCIET Y, for the En-

couragement of ArTs, Manu-
FACTURES and CoMMERCE.

WEEEERR. WILLIAM SHIPLEY,
E o to whom this laudable Society
é M ; Mg owe their origin, when he firft

ety oo :
kgﬁf " ancewed the defign of propof-

ing {fuch an inftitution to the
public, refided at Northampton, where, in
the courfe of his acquaintance with feveral
learned and ingenious gentlemen, he fre-

quently took an opportunity of mentioning
C:-2 the
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had encouraged a great number of jockies
and other dealers to breed race horfes, and
for that purpofe to import Arabian ftallions,
by which means in procefs of time the
breed had been fo confiderably improved,
that vaft numbers of valuable horfes not
only proper for races, but alfo ufeful in the
field of battle, and for many other purpofes,
had been bred in many counties, and had
been fold at much higher prices than were
formerly given for the beft horfes at thefe
fairs ; and he was alfo informed that the
value of the exports of horfes to foreign
parts at this time was computed to amount
at leaft to thirty thoufand pounds per an-
num.

From this remarkable inftance of the
good effets of the premiums given at horfe
races, fo little known or attended to by the
generality, who only look upon thefe races
as feminaries of every fpecies of vice, Mr.
Shipley made this fenfible reflection : if fuch

is the advantage arifing to my country from
thefe
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application, he then waited on Mr. Hen
Baker, who generoufly affifted him by give
ing him various recommendations to proper
perfons who might forward his defign: he
alfo revifed his propofals and plan, which
were foon after fent to the prefs.

True following is printed from one of
the copies of that impreffion.

PROPOSALS

For raifing by fubfcription a fund to
be diftributed in Premiums for
the promoting of improvements
in the LIBERAL ARTS and
SCIENCES, MANUFAC-
TURES, &%

AS riches are acknowledged to be the
A ftrength, Arts and Sciences may
juftly be efteemed the ornaments of nati- -
ons. Few kingdoms have ever been for-

D2 midable
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‘more fertile foil, and being exerted under
‘more favourable influences. Had the fame
‘advantages been enjoyed, even in the molt
fupine and barbarous periods, there is no
‘doubt but genius would have fhined, and
induftry toiled, and.very probably with
equal fuccefs.

Prorrr and honour are two fharp fpurs,
which quicken invention, and animute ap-
plication ; it 1s therefore propofed, that a
{cheme be fet on foot for giving both thefe
encouragements to the liberal {ciences,. to
the polite arts, and to every ufeful manu-
factory. . That with this view a fund be
raifed by fubfcription for the diftribution of
fome f{uitable premium or honorary grati-
fication for any and every work of diitin-

guiﬂ":ed ingenuity. That whoever fhall
malke the moft confiderable progrefs in any

branch of beneficial knowledge, or exhibit
the moft compleat performance in any {pe-
¢ies of mechanic 1kill, whoever fhall con-
trive, improve, execute, or caufe to be ex-

“ ' ecuted
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SEC M EM T

For putting the Prorosars in
% Execution.

HEN there is a fufficient number

of Subfcribers to put the fcheme in
execation, it is propofed that they form
themfelves into a body, by the name of 2
Society for the Encouragement of Arts,
Sciences, and Manufa@ures in Great Brit-
ain, or by fuch other title as the fubfcribers
fhall agree upon.

Ladies as well as gentlemen are invited
into this fubfcription, as there is no reafon
to imagine they will be behindhand in a ge-
nerous and fincere regard for the good of
thc;l.r cnuntry

It is alfo propofed that the fubﬁ:nbers
fhall chufe from amongft themfelves a pre-

2 fident,
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the prizes. If a profound fecrecy is previ»
oufly enjoined to the competitors, in all ca-
fes that will admit of it, under the penalty
of being for ever excluded the benefit of
the premiums, it is thought there can be
no room for prejudice or partiality.

In particular cafes, as for very curious
and valuable inventions or improvements,
&c. gold-medals may be given (which
may ferve both for premiums and alfo for
honorary gratifications) of fuch value, and
with fuch devices as thall be thought proper
by the fubfcribers ; but for common inven-
tions or improvements, pecuniary premiums
are judged fufficient.

There may be given with the medals,
certificates figned by the prefident, vice-
prefident, treafurer, and fome of the prin-
cipal fubfcribers, fignifying what honours
the acquirers have been intitled to, and

what rewards they have obtained'; there-
D fore
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in conjun&ion with lord Folkeftone, had
{fome fuch {cheme of their own in view,
and that he was afraid the fetting his on
foot might interfere with their lordfhips
intentions. Lord Romney on this defired

Mr. Shipley to proceed on his own, and

thereupon figned a paper, of which the
following is an exact copy,
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¢« W E whofe names are annexed, hav-
ing perufed Mr. Shipley’s fcheme for
promoting improvements in Arts and Sci-
ences, Manufa&ures, &c. in this na-
tion, do much approve of the defign,
and think that the putting fome {uch
plan in execution, will produce effects
very beneficial to this nation. We there-
fore hereby encourage him to apply to
the nobility and gentry for the promifes
of their fubfeription and intereft, to pro-
mote and eftablith fome fuch plan, and
as foon as a number of gentlemen and
ladies fufficient to make a beginning,
have fignified their intention of fubfcrib-

[T ”-Ig
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‘Thus encouraged, Mr. Shipley confider-
ed that unlefs he made the beft ufe of his
time, as the Parliament was to rife early on
account of the enfuing general ele@ion, his
{cheme might fail this year, and afterward$
be regarded as a ftale propofal, and there-
fore he inceffantly applied for fubfcriptions,
and after about three months follicitations
got accefs to thirty-five of the nobility, and
to a great number of other perfons of rank,
after which he waited on his two noble pa-
trons to inform them that of thirty five no-
bles, and a great number of the gentry to
whom hehad been admitted, only fifteen had
promifed their fubfcription, and none had

figned the above-mentioned paper except
the bifhop of Worcetter.

Thefe noblemen then enquired of Mr.
Shipley, if he had intereft {ufficient to pro-
cure a few gentlemen of his acquaintance

to contribute in order to make a beginning.
Mr. Shipley replied that he believed he had,
" if their lordfhips would be fo good as to

honer
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impﬂrfed and at the fame time it bemg the
opinion of all the gentlemen prefent that
the art of drawing is abfolutely neceffary in
many Arts, Trades and Manufactures, and
that the encouragement of it might prove
of great utility fo the public, it was re-
- folved, to give premiums to encourage boys
and girls in the art of drawing, and after
converfing fome time on thefe (ubjects, the
futther confideration of them was poftponed
till the following Wednefday; when they
doreed to meet there again.

Accordingly March 29, the gentlemen
met at the fame place, when Mr. Shipley
brought 4n daccourt from the Cuftom houfe
books, fhewing that in the year 1753,
207510 pounds weight of Smalt had been
imported, and alfo 16649 hundred, one
quarter and fourteen pounds weight of
Madder, upon which it was refolved to give
public premiums for finding Cobalt and for
planting Madder, and then the gehtlemen
having refumed the fubject of drawings by
bﬂys and girls, it was refolved to GFFEI' pre-

ke 251 1t]0s
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Cobalt having been already difcovered in
fome parts of this kingdom, for produciang
fpecimens not lefs than 20 pounds weight,
for the beft quantity to be produced on or
before the 1 5th of January next, with fatis-
fattory certificates of the place where found
and reafonable affurances that it may be ob-
tained in quantities, thirty pounds : to be
determined that day fortnight, For raifing
and curing the beft Madder for dying, in
this kingdom, not lefs than 20 pounds
weight, of which famples to be thewn with
fatisfaltory certificates on or before the 1sth
of January, 1756, thirty pounds: to be
determined that day fortnight.

- For the beft drawing by boys and girls
under the age of fourteen years on proof of
their abilities, on or before the 1s5th of
January next, fifteen pouﬁds ; to be deter-
mined that day fortnight.

Likewife the beft drawing by boys and
girls between the ages of fourteen and feven-
teen, with the like proof of their abilitiess
| F 2 on
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It was now thought neceflary to nomi-
nate a proper perfon to act as fecretary and
treafurer, and to take care of the bufinefs of
the Society, Mr. Shipley was appointed to
this Office for one year, and performed it
gratis, to the entire fatisfaCtion of all the
{ubfcribers.

The gentlemen met again at the fame
place on the 1oth of April following, when
it was propofed to divide the premiums for
the enfuing year, into three or four diffe-
rent clafles, and to extend them to the raif~
ing of raw filk in the colonies and at home,

and’ then the meeting was adjourned to the
circulating library in Crane court Fleet
{treet, where leave had been obtained till
a more convenjent place could be found,

and
On the 24th of April, this laudable affo-
ciation met accordingly for the firlt time
at the faid circulating library. At this
meeting it was ordered that all letters to
the Society, received by the Secretary, b,
numbered in order ta haye them more eafily
referred
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unanimoufly requefted to draw up a pTan
-for the regulation of the Society, who with
great politenefs and generofity undertook
this difficult tatk; and fo afliduous was he
in the execution of it, that on the 18th of
December following, he prefented his plan
which was ordered to be confidered the fe~
cond Wednefday in February 1755, and
thanks were returned him on this occafion.
At this meeting Mr. Theobald propofed
that their next meeting fhould be at Peele’s
Coffee houfe in Fleet-ftreet, which was
agreed to, and |

On the tenth of January they miet agree-
able to this refolution in the dining room
at the faid coffee houfe when a letter, was
read from Charles Whitworth, Efq; in
which were¢ fome propofals for rendering
the plan of this Socicty very extenfive ; and
a fcheme for a regifter-book was approved of
anda book was accordingly ordered, the form
of a certificate to be given with the premi-
ums was likewife drawn up by Mr. Henry

Baker and approved, and a motion was made
by
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6né pound ; being the premium offered for
the clafs under the age of fourteen.

Public notice of this decifion was ordered
to be inferted in the Daily Advertifer of the
17th current, and on the 29th following,
the money was diftributed among the feve-

ral claimants abovementioned, before the
fubfcribers then prefent. At the next meet-
ing on the fifth of February, the Society
having formed themfelves into a body by
the title of the Society for the encourage-
ment of Arts, Manufaétures and Com-

- merce, proceeded by ballot to the election
of their feveral officers for the enfuing year,

 when the following noblemen and gentle-
men were chofen, viz.

PARE S0 @ EN T.
The Right Honourable Jacob Lord Vi«
count Folkeftone.

YVICE-PRESIDENT .
The Right Honourable lord Romney.
- The Reverend Dr. Stephen Hales.
Charles Whitworth, Efg. and
~ James Theobald, Efq.
G John
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the Society, which he would furnifh with

chairs and  other neceflaries for the meet-
ings at the yearly expence of twenty pounds

- Including fire and candles; this offer ap-
peared fo reafonable, that the Society rea-
dily accepted it, and appointed their next
meeting to be held there accordingly.

It was likewife refolved at this meeting
that one thoufand copies of Mr. Baker’s
plan fhould be forthwith printed and dif-
perifed.

The good effects of the Society’s being
formed into a regular body, and of the pub-
lication of Mr. Baker’s plan, foon became
vifible by the rapid increafe of the number
of its members which almoft inftantly en-
{fued, for from the time of their firft meet-
ing at Rathmell’s coftee houfe, in March
1754, to the firft time of eleGing their
officers in February 17§5, being the fpace
of eleven months, they were only increaf-
ed to feventeen members, whereas in the

fhort {pace of two months, after the publi-
cation of the plan, the Society increafed to
G 2 cighty
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for the month of April, in which was in=
ferted an abftra& of the Society’s plan, and
thereupon he was defired to thank the
proprietors of this magazine,-—--pmbably
becaufe the Society chearfully embraced,
and were willing to countenance every op-
portunity of making their benevolent in-
tentions univerfally known, and becaufe
though permiflion had not been obtain-
ed. for this publication, yet the proprictors
had in fome meafure forwarded their de-
figns, which was agreeable to the requeft
of their advertifement, and as this advertife-
ment is {lill continued to 1763, it is a pre-
fumptive proof that this candid account of
their inftitution will be regarded in the

{ame light. .
During this fummer the Society con-
tinued much in the fame ftate, the grand
objects that principally engaged their at-
tention were, the effaying feveral minerals
in order to find the true Cobalt for which
their premium wasoffered ; and the eftablifh~
ing premiums to encourage the making of
buff leather for the ufe of the army, and
| for
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of Caftle Court oppofite the New Exchan ge
buildings in the Strand, which firt floos
was properly fitted up for their mer:tmgs;
and here the Society met for the firft time
on the fecond of June 1756 and ordered
eflaying furnaces to be ereted for trying
fuch ores and minerals as thould be brought
to the Society for examination, but prin=
cipally on account of finding the true Co-
balt.

From this time the bufinefs of the Soci-

ety multiplied {o confiderably, that to give
a regular detail of the proceedings at each
meeting, would require a large volume ; I
fhall therefore only fele¢t fuch important
tranfations as have been peculiarly benefi
cial to the public, and fhall then clofe
this little narrative with a fhort account of
the prefent ftate of the Society, remarking
the number of its members, the extent
and utility of its premiums, under their
feveral clafles, and the equity and modera-
tion of the rules and orders by which this
great body is happily conduted in fuch a

manner
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'.IN' THE ANCIENT AND USE.FU'L ARTS
ofF AGRICULTURE anp HUS-
BANDRY.

- THE Socicty have conftantly offered
honorary premiums of gold and filver me-
dals, for planting of Acorns, Chefnuts,Elms,
Firs, and Weymouth Pines, in different
_quantities, and for fencing and preferving
the fame effeCtually, in order to raife tim-
ber, fo effential for the fervice of the navy,
and wood for domeftic ufes in building,
&ec.
~ The great utility of the cultivation of
thefe trees is {fo obvious, and indeed has
been fo well conceived by our nobility and
gentry, that it will be {uflicient to remark
that the premiums have been claimed from
time to time, by perfons of the higheft dif-
tin&ion, the firft of which has been already
noticed, .
The cultivation of madder which isa root
of great ufe in dying, has been encouraged
12 by
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being eighty pounds, is no lefs than four
hundred ftocks in hives or boxes, and before
the Society threw out thefe premiums no
perfon ever thought of pofiefiing fuch a
{tock of bees---Several forts of fodder, par-
ticularly Lucerne, have been cultivated with
great fuccefs, and laftly, Hemp, the growth
and preparation of which in this kingdom
for the making of fail-cloth and cordage,
is of very confiderable importance, = has
been greatly encouraged, and the premmms
claimed in {everal counties. |

B OLEITE ARTS.

THE Society fet out with giviag pre-
miume for drawings by boys and girls; thefe
have fince been extended to various ages,
and to different kinds of drawing ' too nu-
merous to {pecify in this place, and honor-
ary- premioms of gold and filver medals
have been eftablithed, and claimed, for
- drawings by young ladies, the 'daughters

of peers and peerefles.
Through
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* In 1758, premiums were publithed for
the encouragement of the medalic art, ‘and
the fubjeéts propofed and executed have
been; fome of the moit glorious events of
the late war: as thefe. medals are firuck
from fteel dies, an extenfive benefit is
derived from improvéments in this branch
which is not known in general ; a variety of
articles in hard ware, as Etwees, Seals, &c.
of which vaft quantities are exported are
likewife ftruck from fteel dies, and’ there- -
fore all improvements of them muft prove
beneficial to thefe Manufatures by increaf-
ing ‘the variety of defigns or patterns.

Hiftory and landfcape painting have like-
wife been encouraged and alfo ftatues and
baflo relievo’s in marble, by which many
young artifts and fome mafters have been in-
duced to produce fuch performances in each
branch, as have done honor tothe Society
under whofe fanéion they have been pra-
duced.

Engraving on gems has been encouraged

with fuccefs ; and feveral other articles of
in-
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cefs in the purfuit of the firft part of their
plan, the encouragement of Arts, I have only
to add, that they have a repofitory confifting
of a variety of models, machines, &c. fome
of which have been prefented to the Society,
others have been depofited in confequence
of their premiums and bounties ; and feve-
ral have been purchafed of the inventors or
improvers for the benefit of the public;
and as this repofitory is continually increaf-
ing either by donations from gentlemen, or
in confequence of premiums and bounties,
they may in time form a collection equally
ufeful and extenfive.

" The fecond branch propofed to be ene

couraged by this Society is,

MANUFACTURES.

SEVERAL valuable ManufaGures
have been improved and fome actually efta-
~ blifhed through the patronage of this Soci-
ety. In the year 1755, premiums were
offered for making buff leather for the ufe

K2 of
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COMMERCE.

- HAVE been greatly improved by means
of their premiums, efpecially in our colo-
~ nies.

The planting of white mulberry trees
whofe leaves are the proper food for filk
worms, has been promoted by premiums,
and great quantities of Cocoons, being little
balls or bags on which the inclofed filk worms
have fpun the filk, have been produced to the
Society’s correfpondents in the colonies who
have paid the premiums that have been
claimed for this article, ;

The importation of raw filk from the co-
Jonies has likewife been promoted by pre-
miums which are ftill continued:

A premium is alfo offered for producing
wines in our American colonies, and fome
famples have been fent over of both red and
white, which were greatly approved of in
the Society, but as the time for granting
zhis premium does not expire till 1763, we

may
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-~ When the Society is fitting, the prefi-
dent or prefiding member condués the bu-

~ finefs of the evening agreeable to the book

o;Er_-t:lIes and orders which lies on the table
before him : the bufinefs begins with read-
ing’:ﬁhﬁ'minutes. of the preceeding meeting,
which. being once read, are on a fecond
reading to be difcuffed if neceflary, article
by article, before any other fubje is con-
fidered, all the minutes which are not ob-
jected to on the fecond reading ftand con-
firmed : after this the reports from com-
mittees are read, and agreed to or difap--
proved ; unlefs a motion is made and fe-
conded to poftpone the reports, in order, to
introduce any new propofition, which can-
not be received after ten o’clock, if fuch
motion fo feconded is carried by a majority
of hands held up in fupport of it, then the
new propofition is . immediately confidered,
being firft delivered at the chair in writing,
and in this, and all other cafes, the greateft
freedom of debate is allowed, and carried
on with the utmoft decency and candor,

2 every












