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Wrﬂl Things wm'&ly of Notice, in Mﬁ
mtm s Narratives - .

.+'The mgenmus &uthm‘ of the Lettef,
M@fc Learning. and Indufiry: are moft
mﬁedl}! commended, in that Part of the
‘World . where he lives,) feems to have
~formed a Defign of reviving the almof¥
%ehfolete Practice of external Applications,
in the Cure of internal Diforders. * He has
;;]md the foundation of this Defign, in a
 very extraordinary Inflance ;: having tried
f"the Ufe of Baths, prepared with the De-
- coftion of Hemlock-Leaves, in fome can-
'_ cerous Cafes, where the Extraét previoufly
f given, had failed. This Method of ufing
' the Plant is entirely new, and illufirated
- with three Cafes, wherein it has been t-
"mded with very good Succefs.  Two of

ﬂlc Cafes, were Cancers of the moft in-
. veterate Nature ; the third; an Afthma and
~ a Dropfy proceeding from a Fit of the Gout
driven in; the Veracity of which Cafes,
| mﬁdﬂ‘mg,the Author’s Charaéler, may, ¥
2 believe,
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(i)
~Prcface, where it is obferved, rbat upon
‘opening the Cranium of the S oldiers, who died,
2he minuter Ve effels of .the Brain, were jfound
Jilled with Blod; and that fome Drops were
ﬁm, which: baa’ been extravafated from their
ruptured. Extrm:t:fs Further, to illuftrare
this, it may be added, that Cancers have
been made to bleed upon the Ufe of it. It is
.Perhaps worth while to endeavor to account
for thefe Effeés. Attenuation may be the
.Confequence of Acceleration; and Accele~
ration may arife from the violent Shock, thlS
Medicine cauﬁ:s on the nervous Syﬁem,
‘which is very évident, from the Convulfions,
the Soldiers were feized with, and the im-
moderate Laughter, which is a Species of
Convulfion.* The nervous Syftem however,
will not, perhaps, be fo readily affeéted by
Bathing, or any other outward Application
of the Medicine, as by the internal Ufe of
it ; and the Reafon of this may be, becaufe,
the Particles will find a more ready Paffage,
~ into the Mafs of Blood, and be more fpeedily
mlxed with the circulating Fluids, by the

_ Vid. Page vi, of the Preface. former,
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LETTER.

AN "HE Defign of the following
[Qlk  Pages, is to fketch out a new
and better Mecthod, for the Ap-
plicﬁtinn- of external Remedies,

_in’ the Cure of internal Difeafes, than any
:: that has yet been handed down to us. The
 great Utility of the Extract of Hemlock,

gr:ther with the fuccefsful Experiments {:nf
Mr. Storck have lately excited me to con=

: fider this Point more particularly. T fhall
 therefore premife fuch Remarks concerning

thefe Experiments, as may be neceflary to

. llluﬁrate my own Subjeét. My Obfetva-

A tions,






| S
“cine, have not g:ly propofed in thmr
- Writings, but likewife fubftituted in their . 3
Pra&nce, one entirely different, for the Cure
 of Cancers, and the Refolution of {chirrous
%Tumuurs fince it is alfo certain that for-
'-; merly the Hemlock- Plaifter, has fometimes
fucceeded in thefe Cafes; it is therefore evi-
c{ dent, that when this has happen’d, it muft
~ have been effeéted in fuch a Proportion of
Time, as was neceflary for the feparated Par-
 ticles of the Hemlock to force a Paffage into
" the Veflels of the Skin, and be conveyed
“ into the Subftance of the {chirrous Tumors,
by means of the circulating Fluids in the hu-
@ man Body. If none of the Hemlock-Parti-
~ cles had pafled on into the Body, in this
# cafe, it would have been impoffible for it to
- have diflolved any Schirrhus, fituated under-
- neath, and covered by the Skin. In fad,
* it could have done no more than any other
- common Plaifter. But, when this Plaifter,
* or Cloths wetted in Hemlock-Water, have
- been made ufe of, they were put in imme-
" diate Contaét with the Part affeted, and
A2 ~ there-
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;ﬁr&]y-befﬂﬂfiw‘?%hﬂ Deficiency of ope-
~ rating Particles. at Medicine indeed
? can poflibly be efficacious, when prefcribed
" in too {mall a Dofe ? Rhubarb, not given in
. a fufficient Quantity, falls fhort of its pus-
- gative Quality ; Intermittents, yeild not to
§'~ the Bark too {paringly adminiftred ; nor
- will Mercury prefcribed in too fmall Portions
- cure the Venereal Difeafe : may it not there-
| fore be concluded from Analogy, that
- neither Cancers nor other Tumors can be
. rtefolved, or any other Difeafes removed by
. too fmall a Quantity of the Hemlock-Ex-
. traét? What Method then can be propofed
' to gain a better Knowledge of the Virtues
. of this Plant # Some Expedient muft be con~
. trived to infinuate a greater number of the
. Hemlock-Particles, into the Tumors which
‘tare to be refolved. This Intention might
very well be anfwered, if the Extra& could
be given internally, in fuch a Manner, as
that the whole Mafs of Blood could be fatu~
rated with it:; and it would be the fame
thing whether it was thus mixed with the
cir-
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~ Hemlock his Body was able to bear, with-
- out endangering his Health. If Mr. Storck’s
- meaning has not been literally explained, 1
flatter myfelf that I fhall not therefore de-
ferve Cenfure; Accuracy in this Point not
being material. It is fufficient for my Pur-
- pofe, that he has declared, that having firft
- experienced the Power of the Hemlock-Ex-
tract on himfelf, he then began to try it on
others, and with it not only cured confirm-
ed Cancers and fchirrous Tumors, but alfo
various other obftinate Difeafes. He is cer-
tainly to be looked upon as the Inventor of
. this Method ; for tho’ the Leaves of Hem-
lock, may have been internally prefcribed
by others; and tho’ the French in their
. Journal de Medecine of laft Year, declare;
that before this, the Hemlock-Extraét had

- been given internally at Montpellier againt
{chirrous Tumors, with {urprizing fuccefs ;
yet the real Efficacy of this Plant was, till

- the prefent time, extremely dubious. Mr.
Storck has removed thefe Doubts, cleared

- this Obfcurity, and open’d a new Field of
Obfer-
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fing from Putrefaétion, not only furpafles
the Wormwood and Camomile Flowers, but
alfo every known Vegetable of the antipu-
trefcent kind. I believe that this Effect
may be accounted for, if we -fuppofe, that
the antiputrefcent Pmperty- of the Bark is
not fo much altered by Digeftion and the
Circulation of our Fluids, as that of the Ca-
- momile Flowers, Wormwood and others.
. This Obfervation may ferve to folve that
- Queftion, which fo much puzzles Phyfi-
cians, viz. Why the Bark poffeffes a pecu-
- liar Virtue of curing many Diforders ari-
fing from Putrefaction, and that this Vir-
tue is not to be found in other Vegetables
of the fame Clafs,

Sinec it is an eftablithed Truth, that
moft Vegetables are confiderably alterd by
Digeftion ; fo may the Extract of Hemlock
taken internally, undergo fome Changes by
the fame means; perhaps however, it may
fuffer none. But none of the Particles of
this Plant can be loft by Digeftion, when

2 1ntro-
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fore confirmed by Experience, that the
Baths, which in Summer time were pre-
pared with the green Herb, proved more
powerful than the Extraét; fo it is very
evident to me, that the Extra¢t in Winter,
would have a ftronger Effet, than the
Baths prepared from the dried Plant,

Having obferved that Ordering the
Hemlock-Bath, efpecially among the poorer
- People, was attended with very great dif-
~ ficulties; and confidering how very effica-
cious it had been found ; I therefore thought
of another Expedient, which I fhall now
take occafion to mention, and which re~
moves a great Part of thefc Inconvenien-
cies. Nothing is more certain than that
- Exhalations from Baths are extremely fubtle
and penetrating : That very hard Subftance
Hartthorn, when put into the Retort, is
better, and more quickly foftened by this
means, than if it was boiled. People who
lay in a good Bed, are in a right Difpofi-

tion
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inconvenience are accuftomed to “breathe
an extremely offenfive Air; fo highly of-
fenfive, that it might prove fatal to many

Perfons, who had not been previoufly ufed
to it.

It would undoubtedly be a miftaken No-
tion, to fuppofe, that no other Remedy ex-
cept Hemlock, had ever been known, for
the Cure of that terrible Difeafe, a Cancer.
As there is a great Variety in the Conftitu-
tions of human Bodies, and that one and
the fame Method tried on different Per-
fons, will not always be attended with

fimilar Effeéts, it might therefore be proper,
in fuch Cafes where the Hemlock had
- fail'd, to fubftitute another Medicine which
‘I fhall now mention ; giving, at the fame
' Time, the Hiftory of the Cafe in which it
‘was ufed. A few Years ago, before we
were acquainted with the Virtues of the
~ Extra&, the Daughter of a Surgeon who
" lives at Steinfort, was attacked with a Can-
- cer on the under Lip. It was remarkable
; 1) 2 that












£ 3 )
Water, as it can from the Obfervations we

have made, concerning the like Advan-
 tages of Hemlock-Baths,

- Some Remarks fhall now be offered,
which are clofely conneéted with the pre-
~fent Subject.

It has before been remarked, that the
Breath of thofe who have ufed the Hems
lock-Bath, generally fmells of the Plant,
even after they have eaten and drank.--»
When the Ufe of it is continued, its Par-
ticles are fo little alter’d in paffing thro’ the
Lungs, that they afterwards retain their own
proper Smell. Neither of thefe Effeéts is
perceived from the taking of the Extract.
Who can therefore determine, whether Pa-
tients might not receive greater Benefit in
JIndurations and other Diforders of the Lunggs,
from Hemlock-Baths, or even by {leeping
in Beds ftrewed with the Herb, than by the
internal Ufe of the Extraét 7 Who can de-
termine, whether other Plants, whofe Effi-

cacy
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o Fpe}m'it me alfo to propofe another Qt_:cf—-

~ ”tibn.' What fhall we think of the Effets of

Amulets ? I would not be underftood to {fpeak
of thofe, from which no Particles are fepa~
rated, and which are the Children of
Superftition : the Folly of thefe deferves
only to be laughed at. My Enquiry, re-
lates properly to thofe, from which Parti-
cles may be feparated, and introduced into

. the Blood. If an exceeding'{mall Number

‘of Particles, detached from the Hemlock-
Plaifter, have been mixed with the circu-
lating Fluids, and fometinies proved very

- beneficial ; why fhould we not expeét fi-
. milar Effedts from many of thefe exhaling

Apphcatmns ? One Inftance however, thall

| “be mentioned, which may tend to throw

l

fome . Light on this Subject. Doétot De-

- Haen, to whom, we are much indebted

for the Improvements he has made in the
Science of Phyfic; has found the Amulet

. of Vervain, to have had an exceeding
- quick and remarkable Effect, having tried

E it
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from without, may pofiibly remove a Di-
feafe, when the very fame Plant inter-
nally adminiftred, might be ufelefs.

But, would it not be more advifeable

in fuch Cafes, to infinuate the operating
 Particles of thefe Plants into the Body, by
Bathing, or by ftrewing the Beds of Pa-
- tients, with them? For from an Amulet,
ﬁfpccmlly a {mall one, a very fmall Num-
ber of. Particles only, can enter into the
B_Gdy, but a very great Number, by either
of the other Methods.

Will not the Efficacy of many Amu-
lets be cxtremeljr uncertain, becaufe their
Particles cannot be admitted into the
Body in a {ufficient Quantity ? As this has
been thewn to be the Cafe, with regard
to the Hemlock-Plaifter, why may it not
with equal Propriety, be fuppofed with
regard to Amulets?

E2 Upon
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thele external Applications, which have been
hr:ld in great Repute, for the Cure of any
Diftemper, only exert their Force at parti-
cular Times; ( juft as the Hemlock Plaifter
fometimes only, cures and refolves indu-
rated Tumors ) for which Reafon their
curative Virtues have been very uncertain;
becaufe, a fufficient Quantity of the Par-
ticles of any fuch Medicine, has not been
mixed with the Blood.

- It has been no uncommon Thing, for
Perfons, defirous of making Improvements
“t¢ fail in their Attempt, for want of proper
Direftions to guide them at firft fetting
out. At prefent however, a Man of In-
duﬁry and Diligence, can fcarcely want
Matter to exercife his Abilities : Few Books
“will now be neceffary for him ; fince if he
only takes the ‘Trouble, to examine thofe
which have appeared within thefe hun-
dred Years; he will find fo many out-
ward Applications propofed, for the Cure

of












