A dissertation on Dr. James's fever powder / [Malcolm Flemyng].

Contributors

Flemyng, Malcolm, -1764.

Publication/Creation
London : L. Davis & C. Reymers, 1760.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gphx7uyp

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/





































£y )

I therefore hefitate not to congratulate the
celebrated Dr. James, whether he be the
inventor of the Fever Powder, or had it
from another hand, for that the public hath
nothing to do with; and applaud his pene-
trating judgment and fuccefsful diligence, in
obferving and afcertaining the effets of his
valuable remedy, and defcribing and publith-
ing the manner of its exhibition, with pro-
per cautions, and other circumftances, as he
hath done in his book.

Nor have I the leaft inclination to difcover
the fecret itfelf ; or teach the way of pre-
paring it. I invade no man’s property. It
1s fuflicient at prefent, that we can come
at the remedy, genuine, at a moderate

price, In any quantity, that may be wanted,
Let me only lay it down as certain, that
the Fever Powder is a compofition of mer-
cury and antimony united ; which, were it
neceffary, might be proved with no great

difficulty.

My intent in the prefent difcourfe is to de-
liver fome things concerning this remedy,
which confift with my own knowledge ; and
chiefly, to diftinguith thofe fpecies of dif-

cafes,
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fured. No doubt many others; efpecially
{fuch as have ufed the famous powder oftner
than I have done; are much better qualified
to handle this fub_fcdt But as fuch have hi-
therto kept filence, I fhall open, and deli-
ver my {entiments ; and that chiefly for the
benefit of thofe practitioners; who may be
as little acquainted with the effefs of the
¥Fever Powder, as I myfelf was fix or {even
years ago; though I had then praifed
phyfic almoft thirty years. And though
upon account of the fcantinefs of my ma-
terials, my prefent endeavours can be but
defective, others, by this effay, may be in-
cited to puth theirs further.

As we take it for granted, that the Fe-
ver Powder confifts of an antimonial and
mercurial preparation united, it will be pro-
per to premife fome things concerning the
operation of thefe two powerful minerals
on the human body, both fimple, that is,
as nature hath given them, and as prepared
and changed by chemiftry.

Antimony, called by the ancients Stibium,
if given by itfelf, crude, in fine flour, to
the quanmy of a drachm or more a-day,
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eafy divifibility of its particles, is more than
three times heavier,

~_ Chymifts have demonfirated by a variety
of exquifite procefles, that antimony confifts
of, and may be refolved into, two very diffe-
rent fubftances ; to wit, regulus and fulphuyr.
The former refembles a metal in every pro-
perty, except malleability ; which cannot be
given it by any art yet known. It feems to
approach the nature of white arfenic ; as Stahl,
a very great chymitt, obferves ; for takcn in-
wardly, in the quantity of a very few grains,
(two or three) it creates exceflive vomiting,
and purging ; and likewife operates by {weat,
and urine ; and in an encreafed dofe, brings
on faintings and death. Its other conftituent
part, to wit, fulphur, is held by the beft
chymifts to be the fame with common brim-
ftone. But as thefe two parts are clofely
united in native antimony, after their {epa-
ration there always adheres fomewhat of the
reguline yirulence to its fulphur ; whence its
effe€ts, when given inwardly, are more or
lefs, rough and churlith. And upon this
account glafs of antimony, and that white
powder gained by precipitation from recti-
fied butter of antimony, called mercurius
C2 vite,
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whereby its weight, which éxceeds that of
every known fubftance, gold excepted, and
the extreme divifibility of its particles, moft
powerfully diflolves, and, asit were, melts
down the blood and juices ; and, if ufed in
fufficient quantity, and long enough, raifes
falivation.  In the alimentary paffage it kills
worms. It feems to be void of all acrimo-
ny ; unlefs fharp corrofive falts are joined
to, and united with it. But if this crude
mercury diffolved in aqua fortis, fpirit of
nitre, or oil of vitriol ; and the aqueous part
of the menftruum is evaporated, the remain-
ing dry calx becomes highly corrofive and
poifonous ; the acid fpicula, which are very
fixed, being left intimately united with the
mercurial globules. This fame calx, if fu-
blimed, by the means of fea-falt added to
it, likewife becomes highly acrimonious,
and is called corrofive fublimate ; and even
in fmall dofes is a deadly poifon ; as is too
well known. But if mercury diflolved in
aqua fortis is precipitated by throwing fea-
- falt into folution ; and the powder that fub-
fides to the bottom is fufficiently {weetened
by frequent ablutions with warm water; a
- sild preparation is obtained, called white
' precipitate ;






( 15 )

mulus, the mercurial (I {peak of the milder.
and fafer forts) more ponderofity, together:
with great divifibility of particles.  And
therefore, when joined together, and clofely
united, they will, it is highly probable, pro-
duce greater effects in the animal body, by
dividing, and fubduing lentor, and fitting it
for expulfion, than either of them could
have done feparately.

Since then the Fever Powder is, accordin
to our fuppofition, compounded of mercury
and antimony, prepared in a certain manner,
and clofely united together, it appears from
what hath been faid, that jts virtues in fe-
vers have a tendency to divide and attenuate
febule lentor, and expel it out of the
body ; and fo bring on a kind of artificial
crifis, quicker than the natural ; favourable,
and falutary to the patient. And, to prove
it actually does fo, its celebrated author ad-
duces numerous inftances.

- But as there is an endlefs variety of fe-
vers ; as their fymptoms are manifold, and
the different ftages of the fame fever re-
quire, in fome meafure, different treatment,
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duration of the fever is requifite, longer or
thorter, according to the greater or leffer
obftinacy of the morbific matter.  Nor
ought nature to be either retarded, or hur-
ried and fpurred on in her work, without a
good reafon. But, if danger (hews not it-
felf, there can be no good reafon for giving
a medicine compofed of two powerful mine-
rals, unfriendly to animal nature, with an
intention to force a crifis in a few hours,
which there are good grounds to hope, will
come of its own accord; or by the ufe of
fafer or milder means, in due time,

We fee many perfons, after long and {mart
fevers, recover a better ftate of health, than
they had enjoyed for feveral years before.
But is that falutary effect to be equally ex-
pected, if the fever is cut fhort by an arti-
ficial crifis? I own that long and malignant
fevers often leave difmal complaints behind
them ; which probably might have been pre-
vented, had the fever been fhortened by art,
But the middle way is the fafeft. Feversare
neither to be ftifled fooner than enough ;
nor {uffered to run out intotoo great lengths,
if it 1s in our power to ftop them.

) b g Al Eft
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s¢ take the Fever Powder ? He took many
« papers of it, according to your, and the
“ inventor’s diretion ; but all in vain ; and
« there was fcarce any other remedy of
‘¢ moment ufed. How could you be certain
“ he might not have recovered, if he had
“ been treated in the common regular way ?

“ Why then did you enter upon, and per-
“ it in a method, which fcarce allows
“ any other remedies to be interpofed ; and
‘ by fo doing, deprived him of ‘the benefit
“ of many powerful means, the falutary
“ effe@ts of which, in analogous cafes, have
“ been confirmed by the experience and
¢ teftimony of ages:” I fay, if fuch an ac-
cufation was urged, Iam atalofs to ap-
prehend what fenfible reply the poor culprit
could make in his own defence; fuppofing
he had begun to give the Fever Powder, and
perfifted in the ufe of it, before remarkable
danger appeared,

Having then eftablithed it as a general
rule, that the Powder ought not to be given
in Fevers (at leaft fo as not to depend upon
it principally for the cure) till remarkable
- danger appears, we proceed to give fome
more particular admonitions concerning its
ufe in acute difeafes ; and fhall touch upon
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aromatics, as elixir of vitriol, rough red
wines, peruvian bark, &c. are principally to
~ bedepended upon for theircure.  'Who then
but the ignorant or mad, would venture to
give antimonial and mercurial medicines in
fuch a ftate of blood and humors? They
have a power of changing even found juices
into a putrid liquamen : much more eafily
will they render them worfe, if already taint-
ed that way.

By the fame rule it muft be refrained from
in the black kind of {fmall-pox, as Sydenham
calls it ; where the blood is in a putrid gan-
grenous ftate,

From which it follows, that its ufe is not
- advifeable in order to remove any {ymptom,
either of acute or chronic diftempers, which
is caufed by a general over-thin and diffolved
{tate of humors ; as for example; in an ob-
* ftinate colliquative diarrhza. If any antimo-
nial preparation were proper in fuch cafes,
it would be the vitrum ceratum ; as it wants
the mercurial addition ; and at the fame time
is guarded with wax, which wonderfully cor-
rects the poifonous nature of the glafs of an-
timony ; and renders it tollerable to the
bowels. But even that I {hould not choofe

to
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beginning, or their not proving fuccefsful,
danger fhows itfelf, I {hould not be aganﬂ]:

giving the Fever Powder, according to the
author’s directions.

With refpect to the fecond clafs, to wit,
fevers attended with local inflammation, it is
well known that free repeated blood-letting,
with a low, thin, dilating diet, and fafe at-
tenuating medicines, external and internal,
are the principal remedies. But if thefe,
notwithftanding the inflammation, continues
- obftinate, I doubt not, but the Fever Pow-
der may be given with advantage between
hands, in {fmall dofes. However, I incline
to believe, that chermes mineral is here pre-
ferable to the Fever Powder ; becaufe it con-
tains no mercury. It was a celebrated me-
dicine in inflammatory cafes, before the
fecret was purchafed at the royal expence,
and made public, long before the Fever
Powder was known ; and I thould with lefs
hefitation advife a proper antimonial prepa-
ration, than any mercurial one, where the
pulfe is full and hard ; and the lentor of the
blood tough ; refifting the knife like leather.
The great weight of mercury may here
fometimes prove hurtful ; by raifing the

pulfe before the vifcidity is d:mm:{’wd
In
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“ pinched breathing on all fides.” ~ In fuch
cafes, that great and worthy phyfician fome-
times gave an emetic with fuccefs ; and that
in a larger dofe than common; becaufe, fays

e, ¢ A leffer one will not operate upon the

« acc:ﬂunt of the extraordinary ftupor; and
« at the fame time, by ftirring humors,

“ which it cannot effe€tually bung up, may
« throw the patient into great danger of his
“ life.”” 'The vomit he ufed was tincture
of crocus metallorum, to the quantity of an
ounce and a half. But hear, candid reader,
what he fays further on the fame fubjedl.
“ We cannot altogether depend even upon
¢ this remedy ; and, which is truly lament-
‘ able, we want a more certain one, to con-
“ quer this moft direful {ymptom, which
¢ alone, by its fatal agency, deftroys almoft
€ every one, that dies of the confluent fmall-
““ pox on the 11th day.” 'This defe& in
our Inftrumenta Medendi, of which, if I
am not mightily miftaken, will be better
fupplied by the Fever Powder, than by any
other remedy we are acquainted with, if
given in due time, and in fufficient quantity.
For it is, as I have feen in feveral inftances,
the moft effeCtual of all medicines to atte-

puate vifcid phlegm, ftufling the throat and
F lungs ;
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fometime {pin out to very great length, if,
after trying the methods in comtnon practice
ineffectually, danger is prognofticated either
from the malignity of the fymptoms, or the
long continuance of the fever, 1 {hould not
fcruple to give the Powder between hands
along with other means, in fmall dofes; for
we have time enough ; with an intention to
quicken the crifis, which otherwife might be
overflow. This method I fhould the more
willingly purfue, that fuch fevers, by run-
ning out into a very great length, often leave.
difmal calamities behind them, as palfy, fet-
tled melancholy, &c. And I fhould here
clearly prefer the Fever Powder to chermes
mineral, or any other antimonial preparation,
in which there is no mercury. For, asin
this kind the pulfe is generally weak, {mall,
and thready, mercury joined to antimony
{feems to promife benefit, by encreafing the
impetus of the circulation, and momentum
of the fluids ; by penetrating into the {mali-
eft veflels where the lentor refides, and there
attenuating and diffolving it ; thus promot-
ing and accelerating a falutary crifis. Ac-
cordingly cinnabar of antimony, which con-
tains mercury, is not unfrequently ufed in

{low fevers. But the Fever Powder will, in
I 2 my
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rial adjun@. As therefore at a dead lift, I
fhould chiefly truft to the Powder in catar-
rhal fevers, In three cafes, where I attended,
I faw moft furprifing and almoft miraculous
fuccefs from its exhibition ; fuch fuccefs as
I could not have believed, had I not been
an eye-witnefs. 'This my duty obliges me
publicly to declare. And I cannot help
thinking, but the addition of mercury to the
antimony contributes to render it {o effe@ual
in thinning, and diffnlving catarrhal vifcidity.
And, as far as my obfervations have gone,
the Fever Powder feems snore wonderfully
and more certainly to operate in fuch cafes,
than in any other. I have feen it fail more
than once in dilirium, though it was given
tour or five days before the patient died ;
though it was given-often and in large dofes ;
though it operated brifkly either by fweat or
ftools ; and fometimes both ways. I have
feen it fail in a comatous ftupor, though it
was given neither fparingly, nor very late in
the diftemper. But I never found it mifs in
catarrhal fevers, if there was any foundation
of hope left.

Dr. Young, in his very acute and ufeful
Treatife on opium, finds repeated {mall
bleedings to be the chicf remedy in the pe-

ripneumonia
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| is no ftated fever. And even if there thould
be fg:ini;athing fpafmodic, or convulfive in the
cafe, I think it may be fafely given, mixt
with cepﬁaiics. The prudent practitioner
will eafily know how to adapt the manner of
exhibition, to the circumitances of the cafe.
The unikilful never can meddle in affairs of
this kind without danger.

The author hath fhown by many inftances-
that it is a powerful remedy againft chroni-
cal rheumatifm. And I am certainly in-
formed, that, in our navy, it is ufed with
great fuccefs in that diftemper. And no
wonder ; for as rheumatifim is caufed by a
vifeid lentor in the ferum or lymph, fome-
what approaching to inflammatory nature,
with an acrimonious taint ; obftru@ing and
gnawing the fmall veflels of the joints, and
other parts ; what can bid fairer for diffoly-
ing the morbid matter ; and fitting it for be-
ing expelled out of the body, than a medi-
cine compounded of antimony and mercu-
ry ; which; 'for the moft part, operates by
fenfible evacuation ; and fometimes feems to
do its office by infenfible difcharges ? But let
1t be a conftant rule always to recommend 2
prudent regimen while the powder is taken ;

and












