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2 URING your late illnefs, to
W9 have trqubltd you unneccﬁg-
;iﬁ{"', rily would have been unpar-
WMYZD donable in me who was too
well acquainted with your {uf-
gs : but as I can now congratulate you
ur happy recovery, I am convinced you
excufe my requeiting the favour of you
e the inclofed narrative ; and if I am
= ormed in any particular, relative to
felf or family, that you will be fo good
.;"'-_:;?_ it. When that is done, I muft
jour permiffion to publifh it; as the moft
aus falfites have been propagated
".f' Iy in your neighbourhcod of Ezon
_ af[ar, and the country townsadjacent ;
alfo in the cities of London and Wefi-
y B 2 minfier :
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A

NarraTive of FACTS, &,

PPLICATION to the publick in
matters of private concern, is, I am
fenfible, in itfelf extremely wrong, and par-
ticularly where few can be fuppofed judges
of the caufe of controverfy. For this reafon,
and to prevent fcandal to a profeffion which
bas always fuffer'd by difputes amongft its
members, I would gladly have avoided
publithing any thing on the prefent oc-
cafion : but the clamour which has impru-
dently beenraifed both here and in the coun-
try, as well as the mifreprefentations of faéts
during my late illnefs, will I hope be thought
a fufficient apology : efpecially as I firft en-
deavour’d by all poflible means to avoid it;
and have even made myfelf appearrather in the
wrong in regard to the negleét of punétilios,
which gave offence to my adverfary.

On
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fey 1)
e with his family, and be then defired
would perform the operation if Mr.Ben-
sl confented. 1 afked him who was Mr.
Wﬂ!’s family Surgeon? He anfwered, I
: I defired to know farther, who on this
ﬁp_g,waa firft with the patient? And he
fwered I was there fome time before Mr.

M came.

that thts g;ntlcman wasaMr. Howard's pa-
:nt, 1 dare fay will not be denied by any
ie. Ithen told Mr. Howard, if it was his
queft, I would take off the Limb for him:
hile we were at dinner, a fervant came and
Id us: ¢ zhat Mr, Benwell bad confented to
- kave kis leg cut off's but particularly defired
tba: My, Bromfeild would da it, and that
fu‘ mrgbr be don: as foon as poffible.”” This
e Jgf: I fince am inform’d was delivered
__;? r. Benwell to Dr. Bidle, and he fent a
-_; at;\t with it to Mr. Howard. 1 fent him
fﬁi 1 would makr: all poffible hafte ; but I
sfired that Mr. Aylett might be ac Iu.untcd 4
ith Mr. Benw:Il’s refolution, and begg'd his
mmediate attendance: Mr. Howard and 1
reitly began to prepare the dreflings, ban-
oages, &cc. which while we were doing, Mr.
He rtcup came from Mr. Benwell defiring we
: would
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vell was his patient ; but he anfwered if

r. Howard did not chufe to do it himfelf,
had no right to appoint another ; and that
he ought to have been confulted befure I ac=
eepted it. Some few altercations as to our
private opinions on that fubject follow’d;
ut I told him freely, that if he had a mind
to take off the limb_ I fhould moft willingly
refign .my pretenfions, as I would always
¢}
g dly be excufed from performing an opera-
tion of that kind: but I added that I thould
not compliment him on that occafion to the
prejudice of the patient, or agree to his do-
F it if I did not believe he was as capable
: myfclf

He then made many excufes for prefling
,‘_he matter {o far; and mention’d fome parti=
culars of. the many enemies he had in that
lace, who would report things greatly to his
srejudice if he fhould not perform a part at
leaft in the operation: particularly that if any
tmdtnt happened at Efon School, the maf-
ters might think meanly of a man who was

ot equal to an operation of that kind ; but wag
liged to fend to London. Little perfuafion was
l’ii&ﬂary to make me give up this point, to a
e C man
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“ Bromfeild’s doing the operation,” 1 told
him I would wait on Mr. Benwel/ immedi-
ately, and as foon as I had taken oft the
cloth that was before me, ¢ I went up floirs
¢ and thank’d bim for the konour be was pleaf-
““ed to dome in fixing on me to perform the
¢ gperation, but boped as the gentlemen <cho
¢ bad already been with bim were in every
¢ refpect :gfml fo ity that be would permit
« them to do it, and that I would give all ne-
F" ceffary affiftance for his ﬁmn?_y, as other-
e wife 1t might le effen them in the effecm of fa-
¢ milies their in rzﬂgbﬁam‘baud Mr. Benwell
f'" an{wered, that be did not fec it could any ways
(L affeét them, and that bis friends bad re-
'_";‘ commended me fo firongly to bim, that be

 infified on my doing it myfelf.”

I thought this was not a time to urge
matters farther : perhaps 1 had already acted
too warmly the ‘part of afriend to Mr.Aylezt
in this inftance. I went down : I told Mr.
Aylett what had pafled ; and he then faid
he would go up and fpeak to Mr. Benwell
himfelf. He went up : and after fome time he
came down ““ and told me Mr.Benwell bad de-

{‘ Jired us to fertle it amongfl amﬁfwﬂ
g C2 I then
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{eemingly on themoft friendly terms ; and we
appointed the Fridayfollowing formy coming
to Efon again. The Anodyne was given, M.
Apylett was told of what it was compofed, and
-he approved it. I direted Mr. Ayletf’ sjourney-
‘mankeep his hand conftantly on the ftump; and
‘that when he was tired my young man thould
‘take his place. Mr. dylett {aid there would
'be no occafion for my young gentleman to
Atay ; for he could depend on his fervant who
‘had lived with him many years: I told him
I meant no more than for fome one to affift
‘him when he fhould be tired; and that if
‘he difapproved my young gentleman’s ftay-
ing, I would take him home with me. He
‘then faid if I would {pare him he mlght ftay.
1 begg’d to hear by the coach the next morn-
ling what kind of night Mr. Benave// pafied,
and how he had found himfelf after the
-operation,

-

. I received an account from Mr. Hart-
;ﬂp my young gentleman the next morn-
ing, which was as favourable as could be,
‘On the Friday 1 went down, I was there

about two o’clock : as foon as I_qrr;_v_ed I fent
‘ Mr.
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1 thought it more prudent to break thro’ 2
pundilio in our general form, and do what

‘might have been thought irregular amongft

ﬁrangcrs, than to rifque the confequences of

Mr Benwell’s hurrying himfelf more.

?_'-F

The. bandagcs and outer dreffings were
!_rcmmrcd clean ones were put on;and a frefh
pillow was placed to fupport the ftump ;
‘when it was nearly finithed Mr. Ay/et came:
ﬂthen told him we had not taken off the firft
Eapp]:catmns ; only removed what was offen-
@rc and endeavoured to lay the patient eafy by
changing the foul pillow, which was hard
*‘mth the difcharge. Mr. Benwell then told
him alfo that Mr. Howard was always his
Surgeon, and that he was to drefs him for
ﬂn: future: on this, I faid to Mr. Beswel/ in
‘the prefence of Mr. Aylett and Mr. Howard ;

f‘ neverthelefs Sir, Mr. Aylett fhould ffrfam{}
f“ attend the dreffings : 7 to which Mr. Ben-
svell replied he fhould be always glad to fee
Mr. dylett : Mr. dyletr faid he wilhd
him well ; and would wait on him when-
ever he had occafion for him., We went
afown tugcther and Mr, Aylett defired to
{peak
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i:ow; Mr. Benwel{ did? faid with warmth, he ©
was not Mr. Benwell's Surgeon ; and that he
was difcharged. I anfwered that muft be a
miftake of Mr. Aylett’s : however I immedi-
ately waited on Mr, Benwel), and told him
that Mr. Aylett looked on himfelf as dif-
mifled from any future attendance;and that it
‘was not a proper thing by any mears to dif-
continue him from attending, tho’ Mr. How-
ard was to act as his drefling Sorgeon. To
this Mr. Benwell anfwered that he never in-
tended to difmifs Mr. Aylerz: thcn came
down and told the gentleman what M. Ben-
‘well had faid, and defired he would inform
Mt Aylett of it; which he promifed to do.
Boe 5 |
The Sunday following 1 went to Efon
again; and on my arrival, I immediately fent
for Mr. Aylett. While the mefien ger was gone,
his journeyman cameé to me, and told-me his
‘mafter was to dine at Siv Edward Walpole's,
“but would be glad to fee me after dinner, -
‘at any place I would appoint : I defired him
to acquaint his mafter T would wait till he
‘came to drefs Mr. Benwell, if he would
‘come as foon as he had dined : the young -
. o D man
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?I left Ezon: and hoped. that the
reft of the cure might.be perform’d with
harn Bn]fjﬂﬁ:ﬂl ‘parties : . for that difputes
of this kind difgrace  the profeflion in ge-
;r and ferve no other purpofe but a-
'T:ff"..;‘-- t to the public, who turn beth
lfputants always to ridicule.. Thl»n did
rove fatlsfa&ory, for foon after I re-
it letter from Mr, Aylest, in which
alledged that ““ be could not but think my
condull asto fome effential rights in bufi-
gﬁ, bad been irregular at leaj? ; Parﬂ;u—
r& in the following pamm f fﬂ in my
c’fﬂﬂgg and affmf::ng fo put in praca
tice Mr Howard’s deputation to me to ope=
rate for bzm, without aﬁmg bis confeut,
.':‘and‘br in diretting and giving medicines

thout bis concurrence or knowledge; ard
_";' "rﬂaﬁ--iﬂ my removing . the firft dreffings
without bis being prefent.”

In anfwer to this, I wrote him word
2 on re-confidering what he had taken
th?ifs in my conduét at Mr., Benwell’s, 1
as fenfible, that according to the pun(‘fn- |
hos ’Dfpohtcncfs whichin ftrictnels might
s,uﬁﬁcd on by gentlemean of the pro=

D2 * feflion.
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He afked me if I had any objedtion to
this? I told him, that, as to medicines
none had been given by my direction but
the Anodyne draught, which was brought
by Mr. Heward; and that I had acquaint-
ed him with the compofition of it; which
he had approved : he faid that was very
true ; but it was nottill after it had been
given the patient, 1 anfwered that I really
could not charge myfelf with that; but I
Imagined it had not been given till he had
known of it: to this he declared upon
his honour it was : I acknowledged then
that was wrong, tho’ without defign. I
told him: I fhould allow that thefe Iittle
points of my conduct were irregular, tho’
without any intent either to affront or in-
jure him, in the leaft, jn his profeflion.
He then afked me if I had any objcction
to fign the paper which he brought: I told
him not in the leaft; for that I never faid
any thing, I would not fet my hand to.

—_

3. That I ought not to have drefled the flump the
Jirlt time without M. jlett’s being prefent.

T fign'd
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hing clfe; every thing he had in the tvorld
vas at my difpofal ; but that: < fuch badbeen
¢ Mr.Aylett’s bebaviour from the firft of bis
¢ attending him, to bis withdrawing bim=
¢ Jelf from bim, that be tad refolved not to
¢ Jet bim come near him again, évenwere it to

¢ Jave bis life.”

-

- I little thought to have met with fuch
Fz—dctcrmin’d- denial, when I afked thisasa

Eamur ; and added it was the only one 1

ould ever requeft of him. When I re-
Emed-tu the Chriftopber, 1 told them I was
yery forry that I had no better fuccefs : and
Mr. Ayletz then thank’d me for my good
Reention. wiisd ol

" Could any one imagine after being ac-
quainted with thefe fals, that Mr. Aylett
would have chofe a revival of the {ubje&@?
efpecially as his chirurgical honour had
been fatisfied fo fully.

:“-I muft now beg leave to make a few

fhort remarks on the points complained of
by Mr, Aylets; and fhall take thame to my-
felf













utc s before to do l:h& whanlc. ‘The fe-
ﬂrnnlgi-ia. <€ that no medicine ouglt to
Jru ve been given without (Mr. Ayleit’s) ap-
af:qni" at our meeting with our friends

ob eﬂ:&d to this article; declaring, that 1
cr directed any medicine whatever to be

i n except the anodyne draught, and. that
' almagmcd I had told him the compofition
f it, before the patient took it: to this he
aid up:m his honour he did not know it
ll aftcr it was gwen.

s Mr«- Heward and Mr. Harfcup both de-
lare, thatif Mr. Aylett will recollect him-
f a little he will find, that it was not
iven till after we return’d from wathing
our hands; therefore he muft be miflaken,
or almoft as foon as we went into the other
pom from the operation, I told Mr. Ay-
ett that Mr. Howard had made fuch an

nodyne draught, which he approved of :
ut allowing the opiate had been given as
pon as pofiible after the opcration, ought not,
15 to have been done? and weuld not ¢ BOF
é-i'_:. who had a regard for his p.tient’s we!l-
e have given a check to an emotion
E 2 pride,
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Bszﬂ was, defired alfo that it
*B‘e doﬁ nmediately ; and Mr. Ben-
ﬁnc:: Jar’d if I had not, Mr. How-
ple about him, thuld have
i dn‘b ly. ltis alfo true from the hur-
fpint,s Mr. Adyleit’s meflige had occa-
d in Mr. Benwell I thought it prudent
omply with what he infifted on; and
tllerc not been an intimacy between
Jyf&ﬂ and me, I fhould certainly have
_' | the ﬂﬂi{:e on Mr. Howard zs his pro-
rgeon; but if my doing it to oblige
pe Héh{ was a liberty taken from the f'ul.)f-
-_. d right of frierdthip, and I am miftaken,
not but obiferve that I was drawn into it»
VIr. Aylet’s own behaviour ; for nothing
._thc: fame pretenfions could have made
Aylett fend me the meffage he did. Had
cen 2 ﬁraﬂwer- to him and fent for from
#don for my opinion, he certainly would
e come back immediately with the firft
fienger ; but the patient’s will under the
umftances abovementioned, and his dref-
3 Surgeon thinking a farther delay might
injurious to him will T apprehend appear
1C cnt juftification of my condud, as to
R this
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¢her perfon in the fame circumftances, would
have g&ed as I did. '
E It was faid every where that Mr. Aylest
wrotc me the letter to invite me down; and
that afterwards I prepared myfelf to do the

peration without his knowledge : and
Eﬂﬂly, that I took off the dreflings the
firft time from the ftump without his be-
%‘mg prefent. I was likewife charged wiih
‘want of candour, and being ungenerous
go-a friend who had callld me in; that
Huch proceedings were irregular between
‘gentlemen of the faculty; and confequently
that Mr. Aylett as a man who was tenaci-
ous of the honour of the profeflion, was
pbllg’d to withdraw himfelf from attending
L: longer in a family where fuch flights had

n put on him.

- That Mr. Aylett, wrote the letter to me
is very true, but it is alfo true that he did
not propofe me to Mr. Benwell's friends,
but only did the office of fecretary to Mr.
Howard (who did name me to them
for my affiftance) while he was employ-

F ed
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i:ach fhould do in the operation, and perfift-

ed in the cruelty to do it ?

Thefe I find were the complaints againft
M. Aylett. How fur the method he has

‘*taken has remov’d them, he beft can tell-
Zenwn I cannot conceive that it at all con.
rn’d the publick in general, or Mr. Bes-
weﬁ’ and his friends in particular, whether
ucvery punéilio of the profeflion had been
nicely obferv’d between us or not ; provided
we had both done our duty. I fhall only ob-
ferve that had Iin reality inadvertently com..
:mltt:d the irregularities he had put down on
‘his paper, and acknowledged them as crrors,
‘tho’ without defign, in the prefence of one or
'more gentlemen this would have been fatifs
faétory to a man of the niceft honour. What
‘ingratitude muft it then be in a man who
‘knew that every ftep I took contrary to whag
he would wifth was no aét of mine, but the
immediate order of Mr. Benwe// and his
friends; and who could not but fee, that al]
my endeavours were to take oft the clamour
‘that was raifed againft him by his enemies,
and to reconcile him to the favour of Mr. Ben-
F 2 well 2
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