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JamEs GorpoN, M, D.

Dean of the Faculty of Puysick in the
Univerfity of ABERDEEN.

Sl R

HE great Regard, You always exprefled,

in my Converfation with You, for Dr. MeaD

and all his Literary Productions, was a very
natural Inducement to me to infcribe the following
Narrative, as it was ever a favourite Cafe with
that Gentleman, to Your Name. You may eafily
guefs how it muft have charmed me, who have
made it (and that irrefiftibly) the Subject of Poetic
Numbers. And, indeed, never through the
whole Courfe of my Life did I invoke the Affift-
ance of the Muses more ardently, than on this

‘Occafion. I mult take upon me to fay, and that,
1 flatter myfelf, without any Imputation of Arro-

gance, that my Opening the Story in the Perfon
of the Docror addrefling himfelf to Dr. WiLmoT
adds no mean Dignity to it, which it is at the
fame time altogether deﬁfrving of. Should it hit
Your Tafte, and confequently That of the Pub-
lic, I fhall exhibit a Work (long fince prepared
for the Prefs) in the fame Strain, viz. A VERsioN
of a Piece ftiled Varior®, Poema: Or, The

Method of Treating the Various Kinds of the
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11 D EDICAT I DN

SmaLL-Pox. In Six Cantos. Written in LaTin’
Hexameters by Don Lorez pE VEca, Doftor in
Phyfick and Philofophy, Firft Phyfician to the
King of Spain, and Member of the Royal Aca-
demy of Sciences at Maprip. To which I fhall
{fubjoin Notes Philological, Medical, Illuftratery,
Panegyrical, Biographical, Claffical, and Critical.
The Poem begins folemnly thus: viz.

Nec Tu, Morbe ferox, noftris indictus abibis
Carminibus, pulchre O funefta Injuria Forma |
Ingenito late feu fpargis Semine Cladem,

Sive ferunt abforpta Malum Contagia feevum,
Te five Ira Delim noftras Styge mifit in Oras,
Me tua jam fidus Veftigia pingere feeda
Accingam, horrentique canam Signacula Ver{u.

THEE too, the Mufe now on the Wing,
Will I, Difeafe Tremendous, fing:

Potent o’er Beauty’s rofy Bloom ;
To caft a ghaftly, hideous, Gloom." 3
‘Whether thy Pow’rs derive their Force

From fome innate Malignant Source,

Or whether thy Contagion reigns

From Seeds abforpt within the Veins,

Or Wrath Divine from Realms below

Hath doom’d Thee to Mankind a Foe,

I'll all thy hoftile Forms rehearfe

In horrid, difmal, fhocking Verfe.

And {o in reality He does. In fhort, this Poem
of Dt Veca is a Mafter-piece in its Kind, the
Perufal of which of courfe would infallibly give
You great Pleafure. With what Parade does he
recommend the Configning the Patient te his Bed
on a Certainty of his being feized with the SmarL-
Pox. This Paffage T muft beg leave to feleét
from his Work, and to lay it before you with
my NotEes {fubjoined to it, which may, in?_ted;

erve
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ferve at the fame time as a Specimen of the whole
Performance.

The Paffage runs thus, : viz.

O quicunque tua hec, infaufto haud Omine, noftra
‘Verfas Scripta manu, Medicus fis, five Sacerdos
Do&us, five fagax Nutrix, (Reverentia Diétis
Apta {it) unum oro, facrum illud, Apolline dignum et,
Pectore Preceptum unum oro inviolabile ferves,

Artis Prefidium, Fundamentumque Medendi.
Palladio hoc fretus firmo, (nec inania canto)
Majorem acquires Famam, quam Dextra gementi
Si tua mille Boros, * PILLAsVE injungeret AEgro
Mille, potens prompti Calami, _
Sic mihi jamdudum, manifefto Numine, Phcebus
Precepit Pater. Ergo ubi jam Veftigia claris
Cceperit Indiciis fua prodere Morbus, in Undis
Seu Sol Hefperiis properet fe mergere, facram

Seu renovet Lucem, Radiis fpectabilis auréis;

O, ut fit placida compoftus Membra Quiete,
Hareat Agrotus LeCto, Leto hzreat, oro,

fEgrotus.
Tranflated by me thus: viz.

a Whoe’er Thou art, that read’ft this Verfe,
Phyfician, b Learn’d Divine, or ¢ Nurfe,
'Let me without Referve impart
'@ The Sov’reign Secret of our Art,
‘What erft ApoLLo to my Breaft
'Reveal’d, his Godhead full impreft,
‘That I, by Int’reft uncontroll’d,
'His Veteran Prieft to You unfold.
Attend then deep-compos’d and grave,
‘¢ And hear with all the Ears you have
‘This Maxim let me €’er inftill,
‘Availing more than BoLE, or PILL.
'This let me o’er and o’er injoin :
- Whether the ruddy Sun decline,
Pofting, with loofely-flowing Rein,
‘To bathe him in th’ HEspER1AN Main ; , ”
[
"~ * Pirras] An arbitrary Word for Privias.
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Or, in the Quarters of the Eaft,

In all his Rifing Glories dreft,

He ftreak the Morn with heav’nly Red,
f () Keep, O Keep the Sick in Bed!
Keep him in Bed, when now a Veil
Is caft no longer o’er the Ail.

a Whoe'er Thou art, that read’ft this Verfe,] The Ad-
vice, our Poetical Author feems to a no fmall Degree to labour
with, he ufhers into the world with great Pomp and Solemni-
ty, and by that means very artfully befpeaks the Reader’s
Attention to the Precept. And, in reality, I am atalofs in
this place which more to admire in him, his Poetic or Phy-

fical Powers and Sagacity.

b Learn’d Divine,] There are Certain of the SeanisH
Clergy, who devote themfelves very much to the Study of
Puysick, from a Motive of interefting themfelves, where
They may chance to be planted, in the Cure of fuch Sicx,
as may be either very neceffitous, and cuni"i:r.}ucntl}r unable to
Fee a Phyfician, or elfe may be fo remote from Help, as to
be Half-dead before the Phyfician can reach them., Hence
it is, that D VEeca links the Diving, in this place, to the

Docror and Sagacious NURSE,

¢ Nurfe,] Sagax Nutrix, fays the Text. Nurfes in Spa1n,
particularly Thofe, who, from a natural Sagacity, are in-
titled to the Epithet with which our Author here accofts them,
have procured to themfelves a great Veneration, not only
among the Lower Clafs of People, but even among Perfonages
of High Rank and Diftinction, a Good Nurfe being univer-
{ally concluded in that Kingdom to be a Good Thing. Hence
ic is no Wonder, that our Docror fhould lug them in head
and fhoulders, in this Paffage, along with Puysick and
Divinity : which he might be alfo induced to do from a
Confeioufnefs, perhaps, of their Merit and Importance in
thefe direful Diftempers, and of the grand Confequence it
muft neceflarily be to the Public, (from their being frequently
inaugurated whole and fole Managers and Condugters in thefe
Tilneffes) to have them Compleatly and, in a fuperlative De-
gree, Phyfically inftrutted. Nor are they, when of any Emi-
nence, treated among us with any other than with Medical
Marks of Diftin&ion. And, in reality, They are a Kind of
She-Phyficians, the DiaeTeT1c, which Province is generally
configned to thefe Hirrocratic Matrons, being as much
a Part of the Science, as any other. And we had fome Years

ago
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"ago here in Lonpox a Gentleman of the Facvrry, who
fo far outftripped all his Contemporaries in regard of this
particular Branch of the Profefiion, that, to aflign him a more
than ordinary Badge of Honour, inftead of being Kx1GurED,
according to the utmoft Ambition of the Generality of our
Seers, he was, I remember, inftalled in the {uperiour and far
more diftinguifhing Title of Nurse Gispoxs.

d The Sov'reign Secret of our Art.] Thisis, I muft own,
an exaggerated and hyperbolical Expreflion, there being Se-
crets in the Praftice of Puysick tranfcending the Secret
before us by an infinite Number of Degrees ; This regardin
only the Ordering the Sick to bed on the Firft Attack of an
Acute Malady, Thofe Others extending themfelves to the
Keeping him there, even when the Acutenefs of the Malady
Is over: it being an eftablithed Maxim in Sparn, that Thoie
are the Belt Patients, who are in no Danger of Dying imme-
diately, nor of too precipitately Recovering.

¢ And hear with all the Ears you have I] The Word AL,
in reality, implies mere than a Couple. However, it is to
be taken Here in a reftrained Senfe, being abfolutely confined
to that complicatedly Unite Number. It is an Emphsiical
Way I chofe of Exprefling myfelf in this Tranflation, ir arder
to raife an Attention to our Author fuitable to the Importance
of the Precept.

f O Keep, O Keep the Sick in Bed!] At firft fight This
may feem an unneceflary Injunéion, it being very matural to
confign Perfons with the Smar1-Pox upon them to their Beds.
But, if we reflect how frequently Matters, obvious even to
Common Senfe, are unattended to, we fhall find it a Precept
of as much folid Confequence, peradventure, as any in the
whole Poem. I muit not forget to let Dr. MEAD come in for
his Share of Reputation on the fame Occafion, who is like.
wife very fpecific as to this Article, where he fays, ¢ Illud
* autem in univerfum eft tenendum, ut primis morbi diebus
E‘in lefto decumbat aeger.” Let it be a general Rule for
he Patient to lie in bed during the Firft Stage of the Diftemper.,

~ As to what remains, I fhall only juft farther
Anfinuate in favour of this Produion of Don pE
VEca, that its Verlification, though full of truly
Old
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The little, minute, Spots, that had fpread themfelves
over the whole Surface of the Body, refembled rather
the Meafles, than they did the Small-Pox. The Fever
increafing, the Compound Powder of Crabs-Claws,
with the Addition of Nitre, was injoined to be taken
Every Six Hours, with a Draught of Barley-Water be-
tween whiles palatably acidulated with Spirit of Vitriol.

On the Fourth Day from the Eruption, on the Urgency
of a Delirium, the Patient took Six Drachms of Syrup
of Poppies in order to procure him fome Sleep ; but to
no imaginable purpofe.

On the Fifth Day the Face was not in the leaft De-
grec fwelled, nor the Delirium any ways abated, the
Heat at the fame time being more intenfe, and the Pulfe
quicker. Recourfe therefore was again had to Bleeding,
and the Ufe of the aforefaid Powder continued, to which
were added on this Occaficn Five Grains of Myrrh. The
Spirit of Vitriol and the Barley-Water were ftill preferibed,
together with an Anodyne Draught. .

On the Seventh Day Every thing was found in the
fame Situation, with an additional Difficulty of Breathing,
and a vexatious hufky Cough. Hence was every Draught
impregnated with- Diafcordium, and a Spoonful of a So-
lution of Gum Ammoniac taken occafionally, The
Paregoric Draught was likewife continued.

On the Eighth the Patient complained of a moft acute
Pain in his Head, his Breath at the fame time being
srown much fhorter, his Cough more violent, his Pulfe
confiderably lower, without the leaft Signs appearing of
any approaching Suppuration : while the Face feemed all
parched, nor was there come on any Swelling either of
the Hands or Feet. Hence were the Arms and Legs
immediately Bliftered, and the Feet wrapped up in Plafters
of half Cephalic, half Epifpaftic. Draughts were like-
wife adminifired Every Six Hours with Half a Drachm
of Mithridate in them, and Ten Grains of Volatile Salt
of Amber. Recourfe was alfo had to Gargles of Peétoral
Decotion with the Addition of Oxymel of Squills.

On the Tenth Day there was an Aggravation of every
Circumftance. On which account, in conjunétion wi h
the Medicines already prefcribed, Blifters were applie
to the Wrifts. -

a
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On the Eleventh, the Strength being grown ftill more
languid, to the Cordial Remedies above-fpecified a Mix-
ture was added impregnated with Raleigh’s Confeétion,
to be drank of frequently.

On the Twelfth, the Pulfe being now fcarce percep-
tible, the Refpiration exceedingly laborious, with a feem-
ing Impoflibility of Recovery, all on a fudden there iffued
a Copious Difcharge, from the almoft fuffocated Glands
of the Throat, of a limpid and exceflively fetid Humour,
not unlike T'hat evacuated in confequence of a Salivation.
This Flux of Matter continued without any Diminution
T'welve Days ; then it began gradually to leflen, but did
not ceafe intirely till Four Days after,

On the Sixteenth Day of the Difeafe, what with the
Sicknefs, and what with that Flux, the poor Creature’s
Strength was fo exhaufted, that he could fearce turn
himfelf in his Bed : he was neverthelefs in fuch good
heart, that he eat plentifully enough of Spoon-meat. His

‘Strength being by this means recruited, the Fever feemed

'now of the Hectic Kind. On which fcore, after Taking

away Five Ounces of Blood, and the Exhibition of Le-

mon Juice and Salt of Wormwood Draughts, with the

Addition of a {mall Portion of Sperma Ceti, a Courfe
was ordered of Affes-Milk.

By this Method, in Procefs of Time, together with
Repeated Bleeding to the Quantity of Five Ounces, and
the Body opened between whiles with a gentle Dofe of
Rhubarb, and the Help of Briftol-Water with Elixir of
Vitriol dropped in it, along with a Series of innocent
Amufements in a pleafant Country-Air, the Yonth at
long run was perfeétly Reftored.

It is not in the Power of Man to produce a more

Hlluftrious Inftance of the Sollicitude, (which I have more
than once infinuated) that Nature is ever under, of Ex-
terminating the Venomous Matter of this Difeafe by all

poffible Means from the Human Body.

REmARK of the Prefent Eprtog,

~ N. B. The Assrs-MiLk and CounTRY-AIR,
{pecified towards the Conclufion of this Cafe, and -
dire&ted above by Dr, Meap in his Treatife on
i B 2 this
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of a Poetical Nature with a Publication of it on
this Occafion. It runs thus: viz,

b Quam culce intonfos Lucos, quam dulce RecefTus

ILp’Fonst luftrare facros, Fontefque perennes,
- Et Myrto obductos, Antra O Caleftia, Montes !
Szpe ubi, capta Loci mira Dulcedine, fefis

Agmina Hamapryapum Choreas duxere Diebus,
Tales efle Locos Latos, et amena Vireta
Fortunatorum Nemorum, Sedefque Beatas
Crediderim : blandi qua mollior Aura Favonr
Lafcivit ; Campos ubi Lumine gratior Zther

Ambit purpureo, et multo circum halat Qdore,

Tranflated thus : viz,

How fweet to range thy Sylvan Shades,
O SainT ILp’Fonso, and thofe Glades!
Thofe Falls of Fountains to furvey,
And ’midft thofe Myrtle Groves to ftray !
Where Crowds of Woon-Nymphs oft retreat,
Enamour’d of the Blifsful Seat ;
And, rev’ling in thofe Rofeate Bow’rs,
In jocond Dances hail the Hours, &
Such thy Bleft Scenes, ELysrum, bloom, -
And thus difplay their folemn Gloom, ®
Where, during one Eternal Spring,
Favontvus fpreads a fofter Wing,
While no unwelcome fiery Ray
‘Darts from the glaring Orb of Day;
But gently o’'er th’ extended Lawns
‘A Purple Light divinely dawns,
Whilft ev’'ry Tree, and Shrub, and Flower,
% ev’ry Grot, Recefs, and Bower,
‘With rich AmsrosiaL Effence crown’d,
&iffuf& Celeftial Odours round.

4
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" 2 The Parpo’s healthful Air;] What the RiNG in
"HypEe-PARK was formerly in regard of our Metropolis
‘here in ENGLAND, the PARDO is in refpe of MADRID :
l?ﬁ?%‘hﬂl'ﬂ it is cuftomary for the Nobility and Gcnstr}' t:;
. ta
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Stated Times to take the air in their Coaches in folemn
Order ; looking upon it as a Kind of Sacrilege to admit,
- amongft their Superiour Equipages, a Mercenary Vehicle
drawn fhabbily around the Brilliant Circle by Hackney
Mules. The Cale was otherwife, I remember, as to
Hype-Parx Rinc, where thofe Figured Sort of Exe-
crable Carriages frequently made a Burlefque Appearance :
which may be one Reafon, perhaps, why that Orbicular
Parade, for many Years fuch a Favourite Diverfion,
ceafed at length to be deemed any manner of Amufement.

b Quam dulce intonfos Lucos, &c.] Though one was
not at the Spanisd Court, when this Poem of our Au-
thor’s made its Firft Appearance there, yet we may na-
turally conclude it met with a highly Gracicus Reception
from the MonarRCH, efpecially as to What regards the
Conclufion of it ; where the Situation of St. ILD’Fonso
is reprefented equal to the Blifsful Recefles of ELvsium,
and that in Numbers no ways unworthy .even of Anti-

quity.

I cannot part with the favourite De VEca
without Producing one Inftance more of his Poetic
as well as Phyfical Powers and Sagacity. How
furprifingly does he ring the changes on the Bark,
O1. of Virrior, and Arum, at the Beginning
of his Fifth Canto, where he Trears of that Spe-
cies of the Smari-Pox ftiled the Broopy Kind :
his Doétrine all the while perfeétly correfponding
with That of Dr. MEap, who thus delivers him-
felf on the fame Occafion : viz.

¢ Peculiarem denique animadverfionem variolae iftae
poftulant, quas fupra fampuineas nominavi., In his
%¢ autem fi medicinae locus fit, iis remediis pugnandum
¢ eft, quae vi fua ftyptica fanguinem quodammedo cogunt,
¢ et ita fupprimunt, ut ne minimas quidem arterias per-|
«¢ rumpat. Ex hec genere praeftantifima f{unt cortex
¢ Peruvianus, alumen, et [piritus qui oleum dicitur vjtrioli,
¢ His vero fic uti oportet, ut alia aliis interponantur.”

I
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In Excrisu to this Efe@ viz,

In the laft place, that Species of the Small-Pox, which
I above diftinguifhed by the Name of the Bloody Kind,
requires a peculiar Animadverfion. In regard of Thefe,
thould there be any room for Medicine, we muft attack
them with that Clafs of Remedies, which by their Styptic
Properties bind as it were the Blood, and fo fupprefs its
Impetuofity, at to prevent its burfting the minuteft Ar~
tery. ‘T'he Foremoft in this Rank ftand Peravian Bart,
Alum, and the Spirit called Oil of Vitrisl. But Thefo
are to be {o ordered, as to be given fucceflively one after
another. Now for DE VEica. _
Aft Sol ne Hefperio fe merferit ante Profundo,
Quam Monita infolitis percurrerit omfia ludens
Mufa Modis, pofcunt Pracepta illuftria Pufte
SANGUINEAE, Minimam fi dira hec Scena Salutem
Expandat, nec fint Medicamina prorfus inepta,
StypTicA, Gens Dofta O, injungite STYPTICA,
Mafiam |
Quz cogant fluidam, et conftringant Vafa potenti
Vi laxata. Nihil famofo a CorT1cE Palmam
Preripit, aut toto celebrato ab ALUMINE Mundo.
aude tua nec eas fraudatus ; Spiritus alme
ITRIOLI, mage five OLEUM cupis ufque vocari.
Aft ne noftra fluant incafflum Carmina, Mufa et
erplexa prorfus promat Myfteria Vena,
ec Cortex, Oleum, nec Alumen inane miniftrent
Intelleéta parum) Auxilium, O attendite Mente
ompofita! Cortex licet injungendus, Alumen
itve, Oleum aut, tamen haud fic injungatur Alumen,
Aut Oleum, aut Cortex, ut jun@o Robore Morbum
nvadant ; potius Vires fed Alumine rite,
\ut Oleo, infternente fuas, hoftilia Cortex
egna petat, MAURos aliquotque invifitet horas.
tque Oleum hoc (docet ut clara Experientia, longo
am {tabilita Ave) haud mifcendum eft Cortice, levo
mine ita nullo impregnetur Alumine, quEque
t Vim fola fuam Medicina exerceat almam.
ilicet, infeftum nunc Hoftemn invadat Alumen,
ox Oleum, et, fi Spes fors fulgeat ulla, viciffim
Cortex 3 nec Cortex, Oleum, nec lzdet Alumen.
Verum
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having the leaft Thought of recurring to that figna] Badge -
in all Ages of a Gentleman, the Sworp: as it will
caufe Moft of his Readers to entertain a very indifferent
Idea of their Valour and Heroic Qualities. Now, for
my own part, I am, I thank my Stars, endued with a
fuperlatively pacific Difpofition, unfur:nountably averfe
from all Kinds of Broils and Tumults.© However, were
I, on the contrary, formed of a peculiarly hurly-burly
Nature, fo that*the moft turbulent Ingredients fhould
enter my unaccountably altercative Compofition, yet I
declare, notwithftanding, in the Face of the whole World,
and that witheut any Equivocation or Mental Referva-
tion whatever, that I think it infinitely more eligible,
like a Couple of Gentlemen I know, to undergo the
Difcipline of the moft charming thorough Pugnal, or
even Quercine, Drubbing, than te run the minuteft Ha-
zard of bhaving my Mulcles, or, peradventure, Vifcerals
pierced even by the moit brilliant and keeneft-pointed
Inftrument, that ever iffued from the moft celebrated
Repofitory of Swords throughout the Globe.

1 muft juft here cbferve, that Dr. Mzap, who allo
prefcribes BLEEDING on the fame Emergency, was not
unconfcious of the Variance fuch a Prattice is apt to fet
one Phyfician at againft another. He is not; indeed, fo
fpecific as DE VEG A as to the Nature of their Polemical
Engagements, whether Thefe are for the moft part mere-
ly Chartal and Atramental, or carried fometimes fo far
as to become of the Bruifing and even Pinking Order :
whatever He would hint “being comprifed in the fingle
Term:, LiTEs; which may, perhaps, imply no more
in his regard, than a little infignificant Pro and Con
Argumentation. His Words are Thefe: viz. ¢ In
¢ primis neceflaria eft fanguinis miffis. De qua, cum
¢ lites hic faepe moveantur, praccepta quaedam funt
€ tradenda.” i.e. In the firft place it is neceflary to
take away fome Blood. Concerning which Point, as it
s frequently the Source of Cavils and Litigations, I wil
lay down fome Precepts, Thus the DocTor. :
- 1 Et que non Meriti furget mihi Gratia tanti™
(¢¢ And who but I in After-Ages,” 2s I have, I think,
faithfully rendered it. Now, this Flight of De VEGa
likewife may poflibly be carped at, and ftigmatize him
i o2 fot
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With PecToraL Decocrion blended :
And fo this Day’s Attendance ended.
The Tenth Morn pregnant rofe with Dreads :
We take our Fees, and fhake our Heads.,
O Sirs, exclaims th’ officious Nurfe, .
How ftand Things now? Why, Worfe and Worfe,
‘Wherefore, we in our Rules perfift,
And BLisTER eke each tortur’d Wrift.
Th’ Eleventh Day’s returning Dawn
Difplay’d what Strength was left withdrawn,
Hence, with the former Corprar Tribe,
Rarercn’s CoNFECTION we prefcribe,
The Twelfth’s a difmal Day indeed :
How, ConNNEL, can we now proceed ?
The Cafe would puzzle artful Huwsek :
L.o! Imperceptible’s the Pulfe.
And all-laborious is the Breath,
Like One within the Arms of Death,
When fuddenly a Flux of Matter,
All ftinking, yet as clear as Water,
Burft naufeous from the ftrangled Jaws,
Like what MErcurrar Penance draws,
When a poor Sinner’s hideous Nights,
And Days, pay dear for Loofe Delights.
We twice Six Days with This were vex'd,
And then it by Degrees relax’d :
But had not wholly ceas’d to pour-
From the ftuff’d Glands its ropy Store,
Untill Four Morns the Selar Lamp
Had chas'd the Earth’s Noéturnal Damp.
The Sixteenth Day’s returning Light
xhibited a horrid Plight.
What with paft Sicknefs, and the Phlegin
Difcharg’d in fuch a copious Stream,
he Youth’s whole Strength was funk fo low,
And Nature at fo fcant a Flow,
That fix’d he lay, and fcarce could mufter,
With all his Force, one fhifting Pofture.
Yet he bore up againft the Ill
With a courageous Spirit ftill 5
And with an unrelutant Mind

.{;u‘ﬁ!d take Food of the Moifter Kind.
D Recruited
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The Song, I more than once have {fung
To Learn’d, Unlearn’d, to Old, and Young :

To wit, * However well we with one,
NaTure is fill the Best Paysician.”

R 5 St ks AR £ .7

AS I have accompanied the Preceding NarraTIvE
with Several Quotations from Dox DE VEG a’s Poeti-
cal Treatife on the SmarL-Pox, it is poflible a Curiofity
may be raifed in the Reader of Knowing Something of
his Birth, Education, and Situation in the World. There-
fore, to gratify him in regard of thefe Particulars, I fhall
in this place exhibit a Short Hiftory of him : viz.
Don Lorez De VEGa, our Author, was Born (as °
I was informed during my Refidence at MADRID) more
han Three Quarters of a Century ago, at a Village
ituated on a high Eminence not far diftant from that
ctropolis, of Parents rather Grave and Reverend, than
ich, He difcovered a very early Genius for PHysick 5
nd, as Papua at that time flourithed with Celebrated
rofeflors of MEDICINE, was detached to that Uni-
erfity preferably to either VALLIDOLID, or SALA-
ANcaA, Having finithed his Studies with Applaufe,
e returned to the Capital of his Native Country, where
¢ gradually rofe to the Tip-top of his Profeffion, and
t long run was appointed ARCHIATER to the KiNG
pf Spain. He wrote Several Poetical Pieces, and at
aft penned this Rhapfody, the Refult, as he himfelf fays,
pf a number of Years’ Succefsful Practice.
- His Adverfaries (as No man when arrived at any De-
ree of Eminence is without Thofe who envy his é]nr}r)
ok it into their Heads to tax him with Avarice z
nd endeavoured to fupport the Charge by the Paffage
vith which he opens the Second Canto of his PoEn -
here, on his Entring upon the Tafk of Affigning the
edical Regimen neceflary for the Variorous Sick,
; D 2 he,
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he, tranfported feemingly with the Theme, difplays his

Poetical Talent very agreeably in the following Strain =
viz, :

Aft nunc qua cuique infando Medicina Dolori
Apta fit, oppreflas et qua ratione levare
Monftrandum eft Partes. O chara Provincia, Campis.
Suavior Ervsr11s, feriantum Carmine Vatum ut-
cunque laborato pictis! Te talia verfans
Contemplativum pertentant Gaudia Peftus, '
Qualia Mentem implent, * Fur cum quatit Oftia claufe
Firma Domus fervens repetitis Ictibus, Auri
Dextram amplecturi dubie haud preenuncius, angit
+ Splen fors cum, irritanfve agitat Preecordia Tuffis.
Quo me, Mufa, tui plenum rapis? Impetus urget
Cantantem, folum quem, intenfze Premia Curz,
PisToL1aE infpirare folent, DucaTaEve micantes,
Tota et CavrvrioprE facro defcendit Olympo.

In my Tranflation thus: viz.

Now MEep’cinE’s Province afks my Pains,
More charming than th’ ELysian Plains,
Tho’ They, as Bards divinely fing,

Be one Eternal Rofeate Spring.

Charming, as when the hafty Rap,

Sure Meflenger of fome Mifhap,

(The SprLEEN, perhaps, or TickLING CoUGH,)
Proclaims the SHINERS not far off. -
The Mufe grows rapt’rous, feels a Fire,

§ That PrsToLEs only us'd t’ infpire,

Or DucaTs, when They glitt’ring come
Piled in a Complicated Sum, -
My Breaft redoubled Fury rends,

And all CaLLiopE defcends.

R
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NotEes on this Paflage.

* Fur quatit] ¢ Quid domini faciant, audent ¢
talia fures,” fays One of the Shepherds in VIRGIL
Eclogues: in which reftrained Senfe the Word Furi
here to be underftood, fignifying no more than fome pe
impertinent, Fellow of a Footman, 5ol
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~ + Splen fors cum, irritanfve agitat] This Verfe has
an uneafy Flow with it, on purpofe, as I conceive, to
render it expreflive in fome meafure of the Complaints
hinted at,

§ That PistoLss only usd ¢ infpire.] This Rap-
turous Flight, forfooth, of our Poetical Doctor was the
main Proof of the alledged Imputation of Avarick
againft him: which he was fo far from being in the
leaft degree tainted with, that one might as well have
ftigmatized him for a Sorcerer. Had This been the
Cafe, he might, from the Glorious Opportunities he was
furnifhed with during a long Series of Years, have heaped

P Wealth enough to have purchafed Half a Dozen of
he largeft Squares in Maprin, On the contrary, fuch
was his Tafte for Painting, Sculpture, Books, together
with their Princely Binding and all manner of Magnifi-
Ent Corial Decorations, (to fay nothing of his Domeftic

ifburfements, more fuitable to the Rank and Revenues
f a Grandee of the Firft Clafs, than even an Arcur-
ATRIAN Phyfician) it is a queffion, whether he died,
[for dead he is) worth fo much, inconfiderable as the
Sum may feem to be, as Half a Couple of Hundred
‘Thoufand Piftoles,

I Thought to have taken leave of DE V&G a here;
but I cannot acquit myfelf cleverly without Producing an
nitance of his great Zeal for the Welfare of Mankind,
efcanting on Venzfetion, that very Material Point -in
regard 0? Phyfical Pralice, how ftrongly dges he ruard
gainft an Attempt of Taking away Blood from Young

hildren in the following few but pathetic Words ! viz.

Aft rofeum prorfus teneta ex Atate Cruorem
xhaurire Nefas,—— me

ow, from the Mafs to draw the Blood,

’er infant Nature’s in the Bud ;

T'o make the Vital Fluid bound

rmm a meer Bantling’s tender Wound,

s as prepoft’rous, Sirs, d’y’ fee,

As to Prefcribe without a Fee,

2 : Ag
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As to Prefcribe without a Fee.] In the Tranflation of
the above LarTin Paflage, where BLEEDING in the
Circumftances fpecified is by the Term NEFAs moft
folemnly made equivalent to the Committing of Sacrilege,
my Brain, I muft own, was on the rack for above Six
Hours without Intermiffion, to make it, if poflible, come
up in any Degree to the Original. ‘At laft, thinks I,
tortured as I was, if it be ever expedient to invoke
Arorro as a Divinity prefiding over Poetry, it is now.
When, (ftrange to relate!) I had no fooner uttered
DerpHic, DELIAN, CLAR1AN, and fome few other
Appellatives appropriated to that God, but the Words,
““ As to Prefcribe without a Fee,” flowed as quick as
‘Thought from my, I apprehend, infpired Pen. Infpired,
Ifay. For I conceive, that Human Fancy, alone and
unaﬂi{’ced by fuch a preternatural Influence, could never
reprefent in fo glaring a Light the monftrous Irregularity.
of Opening a Vein in fuch a Subjeét. ¢ As to Prefcribe
¢¢ without a Fee?” Why, it never was, nor ever will’
be, done, to an Eternity. The bare Idea, ArorLo
knows, of fo doing carries along with it fuch a compli~'
cated Horror, that the Perpetration of the A& is as un-
common in Moft Parts of the World, as Parricide wa:
amengft the antient RomANs.

Juft after inforcing the above Precept in regard
of Bleeding Young Ch11dren, from a like Motive
-of arming Practitioners againft being the Caufe of

unlucky Cunfequﬁnccs, mf’cead of the LLauxceT,
which might in the Cafe propofed turn out perhaps.
very detrimental to the Patient, he recurs to the
Safety of LeecHEs, thus: viz.

Morbida Hirudinibus demenda eft Noxa, reﬁxm ,.- {
Pone Aures, fupra aut Frontalia Tempbra. Nullum hlﬂﬁu
Emerget Damnum ;——— ik

In this Perplexity, Ye Seers,

Leeches apply behind the Ears.

Or clap, fagacious, on your Leeches,
Where Either Temple’s Region reaches,
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With Thefe on thofe Occafions arm : '
Do They no Good, They’ll do no Harm.

Do They no Good, They’ll do no Harm.] LEEcHES
of courfe are a very innocent External Remedy. As to
Internal Qhnes, of the like unhazardeus Nature, the moft
Celebrated of this Clafs are ABsoRBENTS. SyLvius
declared, that, were there no fuch Thing as Drugs of an
Opiate Nature, he would not Pradtife Phyfick. And I,
for my part, would take the Knocker off my Door, and
fubjet myfelf to no farther Attendances on the Sick,
were this Expedient of ABsorRBENTs banifhed the Re-
public of MeprciNe. Nature very often is a Match
herfelf for the Diftemper. In that Cafe it would be highly
prepofterous to fall o> Prefcribing Medicaments of real
Efficacy, which would not fail to interrupt her in her
Operations, At the fame time the Apothecary, who
perhaps recommended the Dotor, is waiting for Orders,
the Patient full of Expe@ation of a Cargo from the Shop
in confequence of his Feeing the DoQor, and the Do&or
at a lofs how to condu& himfelf on the intricate Occa-
ton. Now, ABSoRBENTS reconcile the whole Scene,
nd remove all Perplexities at once. The Do&or no

ays obftru@ts Nature in her Defigns by injoining them,
he Views of the Apothecary are abundantly fatisfied by
difpenfing them, and the Patient’s Gratification is intire- -
ly anfwered by being fupplied with a handfom Parcel of
hem,

In order to fill up the Vacancy that remains of this
[Half-Sheet, I fhall exhibit one Paflage more as a farther
Proof of De Vega’s fingular Medical Talent, who on
the Conclufion of his Fifth Canto delivers himfelf thus -
viz.
Aft hic Przceptum, dum Mentem inﬁiim AroLLo,

num injungendum eft, Szc’lis venerabile feris,
empe, fit aut firmus, rofea florente Juventa,
ive Senex, Ager, Plebeius five, creatus

tricia aut Stirpe, O ! five Ille, vel Illa, laboret,
tve Uxor, Virgo aut, Ufus quofcunque Catharfis
nferat, en! f{i fit Natura Jaxior Alvus,
Laxior aut crebro infufis Clyfteribus, (oro,
Audite |) aut LICET, aut LIicET HAUD, Medicamine
* Ventrem Solvefe,







