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PREFACE

HEN Dr. Meap died, full of.

years and honours, the Au-

thor of the Britannic Sfournal took
the firft opportunity to {peak of him
in fuch terms as were due to hismerit;
induced to it both by refpect to his me-
mory, and by the nature of the work
wherein he was engaged, which would
ill anfwer the title ofa Brizannic four-
nal, if no mention had been made in
it, of a man who was one of the or-
naments of this Nation. The defign
of that Journal hath been, to do jul-
tice to Englifh writers, who make fo
confiderable a figure in the Republic
of letters; to affift in {preading their
reputation abroad ; and to give a fair
account of their works without cenfo-
rioufnefs or adulation, two ingredi-
s | cnts
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ents which ferve for falt and fugar 1 il
forne CUI’HPDﬁh{JﬂS, but which he né-
ver thought proper to admit into his,
tho’ he may fuffér in the opinion of
fome Authors for omitting the latter.

- His friends, to whom he Wﬂlahﬁ/ays
own hisobligations, furnifhed him with
fome Memoirs and Materials to work
upon, and one of them was fo good as
to undertake the trouble of tranflat-
ing this fmall Effay, which fince hath
received confiderable additions, and
which was begun and ended in the
moft difinterefted manner; fince ci-
vilities to the dead are {feldom received
and felt as obligations by the livirlg 3
and therefore it may reafonably be hop-
ed and expe&ed that they who fhould
not entirely approve the execution,
will at leaft judge favourably of the

1ntention.
AUTHENTIC
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RICHARD MEAD, M.D.

.*, tcuARD ME ap derived
R his defcent from a con-
"_ ': e r" fiderable Family in Buck-
WBINS jnghamfbire ; but he was
born in Stepney, a fmall village near
London, onthe 11" of Auguft 1673.
B His




(2)

H1s father, Matthew Mead, a cele-
brated Divine among the Non-con-
formifts, had been one of the twomi-
nifters of that parith; but was eje&-
ed for Non-conformity the 2*year af-
ter the Reftoration of Charles 11 (a),
As he had a handfome fortune, he
beftow’d a liberal Education on his
thirteen children, of whom Richard
was the eleventh; he kept a private
‘Tutor (4) in his houfe, who taught
them the Latin Language, aswell by
practice as by the rules of Gram-
mar.

() This did not prevent him, from conti-
nuing (the interval of his abfence only except-
ed) to preach there to a numerous congrega-
tion of Diflfenters, till the time of his death,
which happened the 16 of Oéeber, 1699.

(b) Mr. Fobn Nefbitt, afterwards minifter
of one of the principal congregations of the
Independents in London.

g But
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But the violent meafures of thofe
times broke up this little domeftic
{chool in 1683. King Charles, or
rather his Brother, who governed in
his name, was determined to be re-
venged on all thofe whom he could
not gain over, and took advantage
of the ill direGted zeal of the high
Church party to compafs his ends.
Accordingly our old minifter of
Stepney was accufed of being privy
to fome defigns againft the Govern-
ment ;3 as he was an avowed Non«
conformift, he could not venture
to truft to his innocence, and there-

fore chofe the fafer means of flight,
He withdrew into Hollarnd, after hav-
ing placed his fon, who had already
made a great proficiency in ...z La-
tin tongue, in a {chool under the

B 2 diretion
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direéion of an excellent mafter /c),
who was of the {fame principles with
himfelf ; here in a few years, the
youth diftinguithed himfelf to {uch
advantage, by the vivacity of his
genius, uncommon ftrength of
memory, fkill in the Greek, as
well as the Latin languages, and
ready talents in verfe, thatatthe lat-
ter end of the year 1689, at the age
of {ixteen, he was{ent to Uzrecht, to
compleat his Humanities, under the
illuftrious Grevius, to whom his
eldeft brother, who had likewife
been his pupil, recommended him
(d)as amodeft young man, who had

(¢) Mr, Thomas Singleion, who had been
fecond mafter of Eton {chool which he was
obliged to quit m 1662, on account of his
non-conformity.

(d) Juvenis frugi et modeftus, bonifque
literis haud plane azuvyo:.

<Rk already
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already made a pmgrefé in polite
literature. -

After thrf:e years refidence in U-
trecht, Mr. Meap went. to Leyden,
and being determined to dedicate
himfelf to the ftudy - of Phyfick, he
attended Hermar' s Botanical Courfes
and the Le&ures on the theory and
practice of Phyfick by the famous
Pitcairn.  This Profeflor was fel-
dom  very communicative out of
College ; howeyer, - our young ftu-
dent found the art of recommend-
* ing himfelf fo far to his good graces
and confidence, that he drew from
him feveral obfervations,” which he
afterwards tyrned to excellent ufes
‘in {fome of his writings, though
never without acknowledging to
whom he was indebted for them,

Tao
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To his academical ftudies fuc-

ceeded his travels, in company with
his eldeft brother, David Poll-
bill Elq. and Dr. Thomas Pellet,
afterwards Prefident of the College
of Phyficians at London. In Italy
he met with every thing that could
gratify his exa& and refined tafte
for all that is great and beautiful,
At Florence he had the curiofity to
enquire for the 7abule Ifiaca; but
not being able to get any informa-
tion about it, he defired leave to
{earch for it in a lumber room over
the gallery. There he found this
valuable piece of Antiquity, buried
in duft and rubbifth, where it had
been carelefly thrown, and dur-
ing many years given over for loft.
At Padua he took his degree of

Doétor of Philofophy and Phyfic, the
16
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16" of Auguf? 1695, and fpent fome

time afterwards at Vaples and Rose.
On his return home, about the mid-
dleof the year 1696, he fettled in the
place, and the very houfe in which
he was born, where he pra&ifed
Phyfic for fome years with a fuccefs,
and fuperiority of fkill, that efta-
blifhed his reputation, and laid the
foundation of his future greatnefs.

In 1702 he publifthed his Mechani-
cal account of Poifons, which he had
begun many years before. It re-
quired no fmall degree of courage
to try experiments upon fuch noxi-
ous {ubftances, then the more dan-
gerous, as their properties were lefs
known; however, Mr. Meap ven-
tured to handle vipers, to provoke

them, and make them lay hold with
their
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their teeth, on hard bodies, and by
that means colle&ed their venom
in all its firength. ‘Thishigh pitch
of heroifm, to which he had wrought
himfelf, is finely reprefented by an
antique ftatue, in his colle&ion,
engraved on a copper plate at the
end of his Book; the figure is a
Child in a bold and graceful at-
titude, holding out by the neck an
enraged ferpent, with this device,
Laobor eff Angues fuperare. When
he had collected this poifon, he
examined it through a microfcope,
and difcovered in it thofe hard and
cryftaline points whence probably it
derives all its force. He then con-
veyed at the point of a little fteel
needle, {ome of the venominto the
veins of feveral living creatures,
whole death decided the famous

| - controverfy
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controverfy between Redi and Cha-
ras (e) to the advantage of the for-
‘mer ; he alfo mixed fome of it with
human blood, which fuffered no
vifible alteration either in colour or
confiftence ; and relying on the
word of the Poet (f); he ventured
- even to tafte it, in order to eftablith
the ufefulnefs of the method of the
P/fylli, who were wont to {uck the
wounds made by the bite of Ser-
pents. Though it may feem need-
lefs to enter into the particulars of
{everal curious obfervations that oc-

- cur in thefe Effays, yet I cannot help

(¢) The former affirmed that the venom
of the viper lay in the yellow liquor of the
gums ; the latter placed it altogether in the
enraged fpirits of the animal.

(f) Noxia ferpentum et admiflo fanguine peftis :

Moifu virus babent, et fatum dente minantur :

Pocula morte carent, Lucan Pharf. ix. 614.

¥ taking
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taking notice of the third, which
relates to the effe&s of the bite of a
mad dog. In the hiftory of this ter=
rible diforder, no author, not even
Boerbaave himfelf, hath {o accu-
tately deferibed the univerfal tenfion
and fenfibility of the membranes;
the almoft general perceptibility of
pain, the uncommon ftrength of
the muleles, &c. Whether our Au-
thor was as happy in curing as in .
defcribing this difeafe, which hath
been long given up by the reft of
the Faculty, as beyond the reach of
their art, may be queftioned : yet
certainly his defire to difcover a
Specific for it, and his generofity in
communicating freely to the public
the refult of a long experience of
its efe@s, deferve the higheft com-
mendations.  Neither ought we to

pafs
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pafs over in filence his great regard
for the peace of {ociety, in flifling
his difcoveries of {everal chemical
productions which might have tend-
ed to the improvement of the art ;
but to the deftru&ion of mankind.
Thefe Effays, however juftly they
might be efteemed by the learned
on their firft appearance, yet did
the author ftill more honour in the
Edition he publifhed of them about
forty years afterwards. Here he
hath fet a noble example to {cholars,
in retrating fome of his former
opinions, in owning himfelt mif;
taken concerning fome faéts, and
too hafty in fome of his conclu-
fions.

In his younger days he imagined
he was able to account mechani-

C 2 cally
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cally for the efleéts of feveral poi-
fons, by their mixture with the
blood ; * but when he was improved
by age and experience, he was fully
convinced that there is, in all living
creatures, a vehicle infinitely more
fubtil, an etherial and invifible li-
quor, over which poifons have a
real tho’ inexplicable power. Such
is the progrefs of {cience; at every
ftep we afcend, the horizon widens
but grows lefs diftin@d. We begin
by thinking every thing eafy to be
explained, we end by finding that
in reality nothing is fo.

This obfervation was never bet-
ter illuftrated than by the {yftem
which Dr. Meap attempted to efta- |
blith in his fecond work. The
171 ﬂwﬁﬁe qf the Sun and Moon upon

- human



(13)

buman bodies, which had been ad-
mitted by all antiquity, and efta-
blithed on inconteftable phznome-
na, appeared to him to be deduci-
ble from the principles of planetary
Attraction, lately difcovered by Sie
If. Newton. In 1704 it was thought
a very confiderable thing to un-
derftand the {yftem of that Phi-
lofopher, and they who did fo
were willing the world fhould
know it. It was the genius and
univerfal fafthion of the Phyficians
at that time to introduce Attraction
into their art, as the modern ones
have adopted Ele@ricity for the
fame purpofes; though I appre-
hend the {uccefs hath not quite an-
fwered the endeavours of Cheyue,
Keil, Freind, and Mead. Toinftance
only in the alteration produced by

the
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the heavenly bodies on animal {ub-
ftances, it doth not appear that the
doérine of Graﬂty is {ufhicient to
account for it (o). However, as it

() It is a vain attempt to derive all the
periodical returns, either of the aftions or the
diforders in the animal ceconomy, from the
celeftial bodies at their meridian. If, accord-
ing to the opinion of Arifotlz, men died only
at the time of the fea’s reflux ; if the {eptenary
crifis of fevers fell regularly on the quarter
days; if the new and full Moons had a fen-
fible influence on births and dearhs ; if, laftly,
the fame days of the month were equally
troubleforne to women; we might perhaps
be inclined to account for thefe ph?t:namfna on
the fame principles with the tides. T fay only
perhaps; for after all, what connexion is there
between the two things ? Does the human bo-
dy bear a lefs or a greater weight when the
fea is low or high ? Or rather is it not evident
by the Barometrical obfervations, that there is
no difference ? how indeed fhould there be
any ? Itis true, that a cubic foot of air or
water weighs lefs at the flood, than at the ebbs

but then the column of the fluid is higher ac-
18
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15 not to be doubted that mahy phae-n
nomena in the animal ceconomy
have the fame periods with the
courfe of the planets, we ought to
think our {elves obliged to Dr. Meap
for his obfervations on them. The
parﬁmfar merit of this work, fay
the Journalifts of Paris, at the end
of their Extra& (b), is, that inde-
pendently of the [yflem, we find it
[illed with a number of cbfervations of
great importance in the practice c_:'f

P@yﬁ:‘.

4

cording to the fame proportion. The bot-
tom of the fea with all its contents at all
times equally prefled in all its parts, unlefs
the equilibrium be deftroyed by irregular
winds ; and what is true with regard to the
fea, muit be fo too with regard to the atmof~

phere.
(b)) Fourn. des Sgav. Dec. 1703,

Dt
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. Dr. Meap now began to find his
growing labors rewarded with fuc-
ceffive honors. The Analyfis which
he prefented to the Royal Society,
of  Dr Bonome's (i) dilcoveries with
relation to the cutaneous worms
that generate the itch, together with.
his account of poifons, defervedly
obtained him a place in a body
where NVewton prefided. T'woyears
after he was chofen one of the Coun-
cil, into which he was again eleéted
in 1707, where he continued till
the time of his death, On Dec. 17,
1717, he was appointed by Sir I/zac

(i) This is inferted in the Philsfophical
Tranfaciiions of the firt months of the year
1709, Art. 2. The original Letter of Bouos
mo to Redi was publithed in Italian, in the
yéar 1687. Dr. Meap met with it in his
Travels-thro® Iraly.

Rl one
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one of the Vice Prefidents. On
May 5", 1703, he was chofen Phy-
fician to Sz, Thomas's Hofpital ; upon
which he took a houfe in Crutched
Friars, where he refided till he re-
moved, about 1711, to one in A/~
tin Friars, which had been inhabited
by Dr. Howe, then deceafed: And
about the fame time was appointed
by the Company of Surgeons to
read the Anatomical Le&ures in
their Hall ; which he continued to
do fix or feven years with great ap-
plaufe. In 1707 he was honoured
by the Univerfity of Oxford, with
the degree of Doctor of Phyfic, by a
Diploma, dated 4® December ; and
on the 9" of April 1716 he was
admitted Fellow of the Cnllege of
Phylicians ; where he executed the
office of Cenfor in the years

C 1716,
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1716; 1719, and 1724, but de-
clined the * Prefidentthip which
was -offered himi the 1™ of O&fober
1744. He was likewife eleGted on
the 6" of Oéfober, in'the year follow-
ing, Honorary member of the Royal
College of Phyficians at Edfﬁéﬂ?‘gé.-
His prefent Majefty, who had
employed him in his Family while
he was Prince of ##7ales, on his Ac-
ceflion to the Throne in 1727, ap-
pointed him his own ‘Phyfician;
in which eminent ftation he had the
fatisfaction afterwards to have his
two Sons-in-law for his Affociates.
Whatever merit a young Phy-
fictan may have in his profeflion,
he {eldom gets into any vogue,
unlefs hisown perfonal qualifications
and the friendly proteétion of fome

eminent brother of the faculty,
| aflft
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aflift him to force his way through
the croud. Mr. Meap was happy
in both thofe advantages : his
manners were naturally gentle; - his
heart good, his {foul noble, adorn-
ed, and fufceptible of the beft im-
preflions.  Dr. Razcliffe, the moft
celebrated Phyfician of his time,
took a particular pleafure in patro-
nizing a young man of {fuch amiable
endowments, who, on his part,
was not wanting in acknowledg-
ments to his old proteGor. In 1714
Rarcliffe died ; and Dr. MEaD took
the houfe () of that fagacious prac-
titioner.

" (a) Thediftance of this new houfe in Bloom/-
bury Square from St. Thomas’s Hofpital, induced
him to refign his place in it the 5% Fanuary,
1714-15; upon which occafion he received the
unanimous Thanks of the grand Committee for
his fervices, and was prefented with a Gover-
nor’s ftaff,

€3 As
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As his reputation was now fuffici-
ently eftablithed, he was called in
confultation to Queen Auwme, two
days before herdeath. They whoare
acquainted with Courts, will eafily
conceive the fituation of Phyficians
in the Antichamber, or near the
bed of a dying Sovereign: their
hands hold the page of fate; from
their words advantages are drawn,
intrigues are formed, and by
their very looks men and parties
foretel their own rife or fall. The
wile, therefore, are the moft referved 3
for fear of endangering their fortune
or their art, they obferve the myfte-
rious ambiguity of ancient oracles,
and refer the inquifitive croud to
nature, and to time. Thiswas the
condué of her Majefty’s Phyficians ;
Dr. MEap, either more clear fighted,

OF
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or more bold, no fooner faw the
Queen than he declared fhe could
not hold it out long 5 but finding
it difficult to obtain credit, he add-
ed, out of Humanity or Prudence,
that it would be fufficient to fend
to Haonover an-account of the pre-
fent {ymptoms, by which the Phy-
ficians of that Court would imme-
diately fee, that before the account
came to them the Queen would be
no more. 13 |

As he was intimately conne&ed
with all thofe of his own Profeflion,
who refembled him moft in the
qualifications of the head and heart,
he confined not his regard to any
{et or party ; Garth and Arbiith-
not were both his friends ;- and:
though he was himfelf zealoufly at-

tached
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tached to the Government by prin~
ciple as well as gratitude, yet he
lived in the firi&eft intimacy with
the famous Dr. Freind; and when
the latter, on a fufpicion of his
having been engaged in the fame
defigns with Bithop Atterbury, was
{ent to the Tower, Dr. MEAD con-
ftantly vifited him, and was one
of thofe who bailed him at the time
of his enlargement. It was during
his confinement that Freind addrefi-
ed to his generous benefactor his
letter on {fome fingular {pecies of
the {mall-pox; and likewife his
Hiftory of Phyfic from the time of
Galen.

But what contributed moft of all
to cement the union of thefe two

great men, was a common quarel

that
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that happened fome years before, Dr.
‘MEeab, in the courfe of his practice,
having had frequent opportunities
to experience the efficacy of pur-
gativesto prevent, or atleaft toleffen
the fecondary fever, which {o often
proves fatal in the: confluent {mall-
pox, communicated his difcovery -
to feveral of his Brethren, who had
the greateﬁ {hare of his conﬁdence,
and in parncular to Razeliffe and
Freind; the latter adoptedit, and, in
his Commentary on the ﬁr& and
third Books of Hippacrates's Epide-
mics, which he publifhedin 1717,
he inferted the letter which Meap
had written to him feven years be-
fore on that fubje@. Thefe two
Gentlemen being now confidered as
affociated in the fame caufe, a party
was immediately formed, both a-

gainft
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e '.gami’t the new pra&ice and the fa-

wourers of it.  In confequence of

this, "the publick was prefented
with a Book, entitled, though very
improperly, The ﬂm&e g:rf Phyfic and
difeafes, with an enguiry into the
msi_r/fes of thelate increafe of them, but
mere  particularly of the [fimall-pox.
This was the work of a celebrated
Naturalift, (z) but a man better
qualified to difcover what paffed in
‘the bowels of the earth than in thofe
of the human body. This work
ought either to have been flighted
by thefc two great Phyficians, as
unworthy their regard, or have
been oppofed by reafon and argu-
ment; but the defire of defending
themfelves carried them too great
lengths againft their adverfary ; and,
(2) Dr. Woopwarp, !
g not
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not to mention {ome circumﬁ'eiﬁ’f;é;_ |

and fome printed trads that follow=
ed this famous controverfy, it were
to be withed that refentment of
former injuries had not had fo great
a f{hare in drawing that Picure,
which Dr. Meap was pleafed to give
us of his Antagonift twenty years
after his death, in the Preface to
his Treatife on the finall-pox and mea/-
Jes. -

 This work, which I place here,
as rather following the order of the
{fubje&s, than of the dates, hadbeen
mentioned before by Dr. Freind, in
the Letter which he publifhed in
17109, upon the ufe of Purgatives in
the confluent fmall-pox : but the trea-
tife itfelf did not appear till 1747,
our learned Phyfician having em-

D ployed
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ployed the leifure hours of this
long interval in polithing and per-
feCting the Work, in which the
experience he had acquired by a
long and fuccefsful practice was of
infinite fervice to him. This is
one of his Latin compofitions, and
is as much admired by fcholars for
the purity and elegance of the fiyle,
as it is by the faculty for its fimpli-
city, fidelity, and precifion, as an
elementary Treatife: His defign in
annexing the tranflation of Rbafes,
was to thew the conformity of
the pradice of the Arabs with
that which had been {o well ex-
plained and illuftrated by Sydenbarm,
Freind, and Boerbaave. It was
the laft of thefe three great men,
who, at MeaD’s requeft, fent hima

copy
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copy of the only remaining Arabic
MS. of Rhafes s Treatife, which is pre-
{erved at Leyden. It was tranflated
by three of the greateft Mafters in
that Language, WNegri, Gagmier,
and Hunt.

A conftant correfpondence had
long {ubfifted between Dr. Meap
and Boerhaave, who had been Fel-
low Students at Leyden. They
communicated to each other their
obfervations (72) and projeds, and
mutually gave and received pre-

et

(m) Inthe treatife on poifons,we meet with a cafe
of hydrophobia communicated by Dr. Boerbaave,
and it was on the obfervations of his friend
that the Profeflor of Leyden declared in favour
of Inoculation,

D2 {ents,
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fents (1), and, what is never to be
found but among truly great men,
they  were friends, tho’ rivals,
and never loved each other the
lefs for differing in fome particulars.
The Englifb Phyfician did not ap-
prove of the Leyden Profeffor’s no-
tion of the poffibility of curing the
Small-pox without {uppuration;
and the latter as little relithed what
to him appeared the premature ufe
of Purgatives in the fame diftem-
per.  One treated as chimerical the
notion of admitting antimony and
mercury as {pecifics againft the
Small-pox; the other looked on the

- e

(n) At the time Dr. Boerbaave was prepar-
ing his Edition of Arefzus, he received, asa
prefent from his friend, Higan’s {plendid
Edition of this Auther.

carthy
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earthy afth-coloured mofs (o) as too
much cried up in the cure of the
Hydrophobia. Dr. Meap differed
likewife in opinion from the fa-
mous Affruc, concerningthe ufe of
Mercurial Un&ions: he thought
the fafeft way of raifinga Salivation,
was by internal medicines, and that
external applications were attended
with much greater inconveniencies.

(o) Licken cinereus terreffris. ‘This mofs,
which was an ingredient in a family receipt
of Dampier, the Traveller, againft the dif-
eafe occafioned by the bite of the mad dog,
was admitted into the London Pharmacopaia
in 1720, at the follicitation of Sir Hans Sloane,
and in 1735 Dr. Meap publithed a paper,
in which he recommended a mixture of this
mofs with pepper, under the name of Pulvis
antilyflus, as an infallible fpecific againft that
cifeafe,

I He
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He did not however convince the
learned Fremchman ; and without
taking any notice of his argu-
ments he retained the higheft
efteem for him, and at the fame
time the ftrongeft attachment to his
own opinion.

Beforewe leave the Treatifeon the
Small-pox, it will be proper to take

fome notice of the chapterupon f7o-
culation; and the rather, asit brings us
back to that period of time whichwe
had almoft loft fight of. In the
year 1721, his prefent Majefty,
then Prince of #7ales, ordered Dr.,
Meabp to aflift at the Jnoculation of
{ome condemned criminals, intend-
ing afterwards to recommend the
practice of it to the people by the

illuftrious
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illuftrious example of his own Roy-
al Family ; our ingenious Phyfician,
not content with examining atten-
tively all the effeéts of the Circaffran
operation upon {i1x of the prifoners,

caufed the Chinefe method likewife
to be tried on the feventh. The
fuccefs of thefe experiments is uni-
verfally known ; and it 'is a plea-~
fure to fee, that the fame man who
had {o great a hand in introducing
Inoculation into this kingdom, and
who afterwards fo frequently affift-
ed atit, fhould, after thirty years
experience, find new arguments to

confirm him in the high idea he
had at firft of its ufefulnefs.

He had been é_pplied to before,
in an affair of ftill greater confe-
quence.
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quence. The Plague, which in
1719 was {o fatal at Mar/feilles, gave
the alarm to all other Cities that
were expofed to the fame infection,
and in particular to London, where
the dreadful year 31665, which in
ten months time fwept away an
hundred thoufand inha.bitants, was
ftill freth in many men’s memory.
The confternation of the people
was increafed by their ignorance of
the true caufes of the evil. Was it
to be imputed to the effelts of a
contagion communicated from a-
broad? This the greater number
of the French Phyficians denied ;
and indeed the intereft of com-
merce feemed to be on thefide of the
negative. On the other hand, it

would have been ftill more dange-
rous
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rous to give way to panic fear, and
negle& all precaution on the prin-
ciple then prevailing among the Ez-
glifb, tho of Turkifb original, that
the plague is a periodical difeafe,
generated in the place where it
breaks out, and not to be prevented,
allayed, or cured, till it has taken
its courfe.  In this extremity there-
fore the Lords of the Regency di-
reted Mr. Craggs, then Secretary
of State, to apply to Dr. Meap,
as the man the beft qualified, by
his great fkill in ancient and mo-
dern Phyfics, to find out the moft
effeGual methods to prevent, or,
in cafe of neceflity, to ftop the
plague. Aftera careful anddiligent
enquiry, he declared it as his opinion,
agreeably indeed to his {yftem

E of
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of Potfons and the Small-pox, that
the plague is a contagious diftem-
pet. - This opinion was approved ;
quarantine was accordingly ordered
to be performed : - thefe orders were,
however, recalled, not in compli-
ance with the clamors of an oppo-
fite faction, or the chicanery of a
weak antagonift, but on the cef
fation of the plague among our
neighbours. Had the difeafe reach-
ed the capital, it is to be prefumed
that the Do&or’s advice, with re-
fpe&t to Lazaretto’s, lines of cir-
cumvallation, and purifications of
the air, would have exa@ly been
followed, and that he himfelf, thus
honoured with the confidence of
the public, would not have vio-
lated the glorious obligation, and,

like
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like Sydenbam, have fled from dan-

ger. How much his {cheme was
univerfally approved of is evident
- from the numerous fale of his fbort
Difcourfey concerning peftilential Con-
tagion, and the Methods to be ufed 1o
prevent it, publithed in 1720, and
dedicated to the Secretary of State,
of which no lefs than {even editions
were printed in one year. The eighth,
which appeared in 1723, was
enlarged with many new obferva-
tions, and a whole chapter on the
method of cure; and the laft, in
1744, received the further improve-
ment of fome new cafes, with his
animadverfions upon them. The
firft edition was tranflated into La-
tin by Mr. Michael Maittaire, and

| = the
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the eighth by the Iea.med Profe{TGr
Ward (p). -

This celebrated Antiquarian had
{oon afterwards another opportunity
of fignalizing his zeal in favour of
a man, with whom he was ftricly
united by a conformity of inclina-
tionsand ftudies. Dr. Meap’s Oratio
Harveiana, pronounced the 18*

O&tober 1723, and publithed about
- the beginning of the following year

(g), wasattacked pretty roughly by

_(p) Dr. Meap ufed frequently to wifh,
that this verfion had been inferted in the Got-
*ingen Edition of his works, or at leaft that the
Gentleman who tranflated them had been
better acquainted with the language and mean-
ing of his Author.

(g) Oratio anniverfaria Harveiana in Theatro
Regii Medicornm  Londinenfium Collegii bpbita,

4 Dr.
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Dr. Middleton. ~ The fubje& of

~ this famous controverfy was, whe-
 ther the Phyficians of antient Rowe
were not in general vile and defpi-

ad diem xviii Offobris 1723. Adjeia eff Dilfler-
tatio de Nummis quibufdam a Smyrneis in Medico-
vum bonorem percuffis. In 4% Lond. 1%24.
The {yftem which the learned Chifbull, and
after him Dr. Meap, grounded upon fome
medals found at Smyrana, about a College of
Phyficians fettled in that city, from the moft
ancient times, and diftinguithed by the privi-
lege of celebrating annual games in honour of
Aefeulapius, and of Hygea the Goddefs of health,
was at leaft very ingenious; but whether Mr.
Wife has fhewn it to be only ingenious,
and has more happily accounted for thefe
Medals, by referring them to Homer, whom he
thinks a Smyranean, muft be left to the decifion
of the Learned. See his book, entitled, Nusi-
morum antiquorum [criniis Bodleianis recondito-
rum Catalogus, cum Comment ario, Tabulis #neis,
et dppendice.  Oxonii, 1750, in folio p-
145, e,

cable
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cable {laves, or whether there were

not fome among them at lealt who
enjoyed the privileges of a free con-
dition, and the honours due to their
fervices : ’tis needlefs to repeat what
has been faid in another place upon
a queftion of little importance to
know, and of much difficulty to
decide (7). Dr. MEaD’s caufe was

(r) See Fournal Britannigue, Tom. ix. p.
15. Notwithftanding the heat with which
this controverfy was managed, Dr. Middleton
every where exprefles the greateft regard for
Dr. MEeap, and many years after, when he
had occafion to mention his name in his book
of the Greek and FEgyptian Antiquities, on ac-
count of an ancient piece of painting in the
- Doétor’s pofleflion, be draws bis Characier in,
fuch expreffions, as I cannot forbear tranicribing,
Mzxapivus nofler, artis Medice decus, qut vite
revera nobilis, vel principibus in republica viris,
exemplum pm&eﬁ‘, 270 €0, quo omnibus fere pre-

defended
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defended by the learned 722ard,

whole aniwer to Middletor’s reply
{eems to have difarmed this re-
doubted enemy of the Phyficians.
There i1s reafon however to believe
the Do&or would either have qua-
lified or confirmed his thefis, had
he been able to finith a Latin work

which was to have been entitled
Medicina vetus collettitia, ex auttori-

bus antiquis non Medicis, for he had
a greatnefs of mind that would not
fuffer him knowingly to perfift

in his errors.

Mr. Carte, who under the bor-
rowed name of Phillips refided in

fat, artium veterum amore, alias pofica quaf-
dam (imagines) et [plendidiores, opinor, Roma

 quoque departandas curavit.

France,
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France, in the year 1722, having
colleéted there materials for an En-
glifh tranflation of the Hiftory of
Thuanus, our learned Phyfician
quickly perceived that this plan
might be enlarged. He looked
on his country as too difinterefted
to defire to poflefs this foreign trea-
fure alone, and was defirous En-
gland might do for Thuanus, more
than France itlelf; by procuring
for all Ewrope, the firft com-
plete Edition ot this immortal Hif-
tory. He therefore fatisfied Mr.
Carte for the pains he had taken,
and employed Mr. Buckley, as an
Editor equal to fuch a tafk,
whole three letters written in En-
glith to the Doctor, contain many
curious particulars concerning the

Hiftory
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Hiftory itfelf, and the plan of this
new Edition, to the perfeion and
beauty of which Dr. Meap fo libe-
- rally " contributed. Thefe Letters
‘were tranflated into Latin, by Mr..
Profeflor #Zard, with an elegance
worthy the place they hold in the
Front of the Work, which was pub-
lithed in 1733, 1n 7 Vol. folio.

Without the interpofition of Dr.
Meap there is great reafon to fear
that the invention of Mr., Swzton,
to draw out all the foul and cor-
rupted air, from fhips and other
clofe and confined places, by
the means of fire, would have
{hared the fame fate with many
other ufeful difcoveries, which ig-
norance, jealoufy, and often pri-
vate mtereft, have ftifled in their

F birth.
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birth. But fortunately our illuftri-
ous Patron of Sciences, being at
firft {ight convinced of the advan-
tages of this method, and looking
on it-as the moft ufeful difcovery
in mechanics, that this or the laft
age had produced, was determined
to allow time and patience for the
perfecting a fcheme which he was
pofitive could not but fucceed in
the end: accordingly he engaged
the Lords of the Admiralty to or-
der a trial of the new machine to
be made, at which he himfelf af-
fifted with them, and {feveral Fel-
lows of the Royal Society, whom
he had interefted in the fame caufe:
he prefented a Memorial to that
learned body, wherein he has clearly
demontftrated, both its fimplicity
and eflicacy, and likewife cauled

' a mo-
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a model of it to be made in copper,

which he depofited in their Mufe-
um. At laft, after a ten years tedi-
ous {ollicitation, he did obtain of
the Lords of the Admuralty, an or-
der to Mr. Sutton to provide all
the fhips of his Majefty’s navy,

with this ufeful machine.

Several pieces, among which
Mr. W atjor's excellent Memoir de-
{erves particularly to be mentioned,
were written on this {ubje&, and
afterwards colle¢ted into one voe
~ lume o&avo, publithed in 17409.
This book received confiderable
improvements from Dr. Meap, not
only by his Preface and the Dif-
{ertation publithed in the Phily/.
Tranfactions, but likewile by an

original Difcourfe on the Scurvy, in
F 2 which
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which he hath drawn his materials
from the accurate obfervations on
that terrible difeafe that occur in
Lord Anforr's voyage ; and his own
dire¢tions founded on them may
ferve hereafter to prevent thofe fa-
tal accidents that have fo often ob-
ftru®ed the fuccefs of naval ex-
peditions.

Being arrived at that time of life
when retirement becomes necefiary,
Dr. Meap employed his leifure in
revifing his former and compofing
new works. Medica facra, frve de
morbis infignioribus qui in Bibliis me-
smorantur commentarius, was the
produ& of thofe hours, which a-
mong wife men conftitute the in-
terval between old age and death;
the defign of this piece is to recon-

cile
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cile thofe perfons to the Bible who

reject it under colour of its difa-
oreement with our knowlege of na-
ture; the Author pretended that
- the commentators on the fcriptures
were not fufficiently fkilled in Phyfic
to beable rightly to underftand thofe
expreflions in the facred writers,
which relate to the ceconomy, or
the diforders of the human body.
And {fome Divines have in their turn
retorted the objection upon the Phy-
fician, efpecially in thofe parts, where
he pretends to decide upon points
about which themfelves are not a-
greed, fuch as the ficknefs of Job,
the defcription of old age by the
Author of Ecclefiaftes, and above
all the famous queftion about the
Daemoniacs in the Golpel: On this
laft fubjet he looked upon it as an

honour
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honour to have adopted the opinion
of his relation, the famous Fo/eph
Mead, which was, that thefe Dz-
moniacs were only lunatic, and
epileptic.

His laft, and perhaps the moft
ufeful of all his works, is his Med:-
cal Rules and Admonitions : herein
with a candor and fimplicity {o
chara&eriftical of a great man, he
freely communicates all the difcove-
ries, that his long practice and ex-
perience had opened to him, with
regard to different difeafes, and
their feveral cures; he concludes
with many f{alutary precepts for
preferving the organs of the bo-
dy and the faculties of the mind
perfe@ and entire to a good old
age ; and he who at four{core teaches

the
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the art of longzevity, giveshisleffons
withas good a grace, as his {cholars
may learn them with a great ad-
vantage. We {eec at onc view in
this laft book, how much the art
hath gained by fuch a length of
time, and fo fuccefsful a practice.
This is a legacy that our author
hath bequeathed to his brethren ;
valuable, not only for the good it
may do, but likewife as it fhews
the excellent mind of the Teftator.
To be able to account in fuch a
manner to pofterity for the ufe of
his time, to confecrate the laft mo-
ments of his life to the advance-
ment of {cience and the good of
mankind : how worthy is that
man to have lived, who dies thus
- employed !

After
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After the publication of this
work he no longer found himfelf
in a condition to finifh any thing ;
he grew weaker every day, and
expired on Saturday morning the
16" Feb. 1754, without any vi-
fible figns of pain, after having been
confined to his bed from the Mon-
day morning. On the 23¢ his body
was depofited in the Temple church,
near that of his brother Samuel,
a very eminent counfellor at law,
who died the 20" March 1732-3,
in the 63° year of his age; and to
whom the Do&or had ere&ed

an handfome monument in that
Church.

Dr. Meap was twice married;
by his firft wife, Rwzb, the daugh-
ter of Mr. fohn Marfh, Merchant

I : of
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of London, whom he martied in

July 1699, and who died in Fe-
~ bruary 1719, he had eight chil-
dren; four of whom died in their
* infancy; and of thereft, thefecond
daughter, now deceafed, was marri-
ed to the late Charles Bertie, of Uf=
Jfington in Lincolnfbire Eiq; the el-
deft to Dr. Edward Wilmot, and
. the youngelt to Dr. Frank Nichols,
both Phyficians in Ordinary to his
Mayjefty. His only {on Richard Mead
Efq. is married to Anne daughter of
William Gore EAq. of Tring in Hert-
Jfordfbire. The Doétor’s fecond wife
(who is ftill living) was e daugh-
terof Sir Rowland Alflon, of Odell, in
BedfordfbireBaronet, whom he mar-
ried the 14 of Auguff 1724, but

~ had no iffue by her.
G During
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During almoft half a century,
he was at the head of his bufinefs,
which brought him in one year fe-
ven thoufand pounds and upwards,
and for feveral years between five
and f{ix thoufand pounds (7). His
generous and benevolent Temper
was conftantly exercifed in aés of
charity. Clergymen; and in ge-
neral all men of learhing, were wel-
conie to his advice, and his doors
were always open every morning to
the moft indigent, whom he fre-
quently aflifted with his purfe; fo
that notwithftanding his great gains
he did not dye very rich, being per-
fuaded, that what he got from the

TR T

(r) Thefe particulars were communicated
to us by Mr, Hocker, who was maiy years
Librarian to Dr, MEaD,

public
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public could never be beftowed
more honourably, than in the ad-
vancement of Science, and the en-
couragement of the Learned.

~ His large and {pacious houfe in
Great Ormond Street, was converted
into a Temple of Nature, and a Re-
pofitory of Time. He built a Gal-
lery for his favourite Furniture, his
Pictures, and his Antiquities. His
Library, by the Catalogue lately
publithed, confifts of 6592 Num-
bers (s), - and contains upwards of
30000 Volumes, in which he {par-
ed no expence for {carce and ancient
editions, for copies well chofen and

(s) The firft part of this collettion, confift- .
ing of 3280 articles, produced at the Auétion

24754 1835, 64, _
G 2 highly
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hlghl}r preferved for the richeft
and moft durable bindings; all the
ornaments currefpnndlng with the
value of the authors, and the exa&
and refined tafte of the owner. His
Latin, Greek, and Oriental manu-
{cripts made no inconfiderable part
of his literary acquifitions: his col~
leétion of Antiques, Medals, Coins,
Prints, and Drawings can be equal-
led by nothing in the kingdom in
the hands of a private man. Se-
veral picees of ancient Painting, and
among others that of the Court of
Apguflus, found at Rome in 17375
had coft him vaft fums. And as
for his colle@ion of Pi¢tures by the
arcateft Mafters, they had been cho-
fen with {o. much _ludgment that
after his death they were fold for
3400/, about 6 or 700 hundred

- Paunds
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pounds mote than the money he
gave for them. |

- But all this immenfe treafure
will foon be diffipated, and we
muft never hope to fee the feveril
articles of it brought together again,
unlefs it be in a complete cata-
logue ﬂf all his l1terary acqmﬁ&-

ons.

~ Nor did he make this great col-
lection for his own ufe alone, but
freely opened it to the infpe&ionf
and ufe of otliers. Ingenious men
were {ure of finding at Dr, Meap’s
the beft helps in almoft all their
undertakings; nothing pleafed him
more than to be the owner of any
thing that could ferve to call eve-
ry hidden talent into light ; togive

cncou-
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encouragement to the greateft pro-
je&s, and to fee them executed un-
der his own eyes. Scarce any thing
curious hath appeared in England,
fince the beginning of this century,
but under his patronage. He con-
ftantly kept in his pay a great num-
ber of. {cholars, and artifts of all
kinds, who were continually at
work for him, or rather for the
public. As he was a perfe& judge
of whatever is excellent, and as he
admitted nothing elfe into his col-
le&ion; {o he always purchafed
it at its value,—that is at any price.
His intimacy with the rich and great
gave him frequent opportunities, “of
making them contribute to what

they underftand the leaft, and def-
pife the moft. And thefe Gods of
the earth learned for the firft time

that
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that fcience is worth fomething,
and that wealth is never better em-
ployed than in rewarding it.

His reputation not only as a
Phyfician, but as a Scholar was
fo univerfally eftablithed, that
he correfponded with all the -
principal Literati in Ewrope. Mr.
De Boze, whofe lofs the learn-
ed world lament no lefs than the
Academy to which he did fo much
honor (), kept up the {tricteft
correfpondence with the Doéor.
He frequently received from him
fome valuable piece for the cabinet
of the King of France, and never
failed of making him a return of the

~ (#) The Academy of Infcriptions and Belles
Leteres at Paris, of which Mr. De Boze was
Secretary for 37 years,

i {ame
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fame kind. The {fcarce and per=
haps the only copy of Servetuss
laft book, paffed from the fhelves
of our Englith worthy to thofe of
his friend abroad, in exchange for
a thoufand prefents he had received
from him. A glorious emulation
that enobles human nature, and ex-
tinguitheth, in great and generous
minds, thofe {parks of envy, with
which mean and bafe ones are {o
apt to confound it.

The King of Naples {ent to re=
queft of Dr. Meap, a complete
colle@ion of all his works ; and in
return prefented him with the two
firft Volumes of Sig. Bajardi, which
may be lookedon as an introduction
to the colle&tion which we daily ex-
pect of the antiquities of £ ercula-

seum,
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newir 3 - dnd at the fame tinte this
Prince invited him to hisown Palace,
that he might have an opportunity of
thewing him all thofe valuable
Monuments of Antiquity. His years
alone, as he owned to {everal of his
friends, prevented his undertaking
a journey fo fuited to his tafte and
inclination;

Nothing did more honor to this
Patron of Learning than the free
and conftant accefs of men of dif-
ferent qualifications to his table,
who were each employed the reft
of the day, at his particular work
~or ftudy. There no man’s talents
were mifplaced, none was honoured
with an undue preference: the
Scholar took his place near the Na-
turalift, and the Mathematician

H near
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near the Antiquarian, or the Pairit=
er. Every one found himfelf fur-
rounded with obje@s capable of in-
ftru@ing him, or exciting his emu-
lation. Our Mzcenas was frequent-
by the only man in company, who
was acquainted with all their dif-
ferent languages, and was able to
perform the ofhice of an interpreter
to them all: he conftantly quefti-
oned them in a moft obliging man-
ner, about their different occupa-
tions, taking great pleafure in com-
mending their feveral performances
and difcoveries, and by this means,
infpired them all with emulation
and a reciprocal clteem for each

other.

No foreigner of any learning,
tafte, or even curiofity, ever came
i tor
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to London without being introduced
to Dr. Meap; it would have been
a fthame to return home without
having feenhim. On thefe occafi-
ons, his table was alwaysopen, and
united the Magnificence of Princes
with the Pleafures of Philofophers.

It was principally to him that
the feveral counties of England,
and our colonies abroad applied
for the choice of their Phyficians:
as he never recommended any but
fuch whofe capacity he was well
~aflured of, he never failed to aflift
them with his advice and informa-
tion when they had recourfe to
him in difficult cafes, and required
nothing of them in return, but an
account of their feveral difcoveries
and obiervations, of which they

H 2 enjoyed
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enjoyed the whole honor. The
. Philofophical Tranfactions afford us
many examples of this kind of cor-
refpondence, {o much to the credit

of -both parties. - The Do&or was °

likewife confulted by foreign Phy-
ficians, from Ruffiz, Pruffia, Den-

mark, &c.

The good of mankind, and the
olory of his country, was his favou-
rite, his prevailing principle. It
was this that engaged him to per-
fuade Guy, the wealthy citizen,
to lay out his immenfe fortune, in
building a new hofpital for the re-
ception and maintenance of  the
wretched and indigent, who -are
d1fcharged out of all others as in-
curable. It is a great pity that
the mtf‘ntmp of the Founder thould

have

L
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have been fo little complied with 3

and it was perhaps this confideration
alone, that prevented Dr. MEaD’s
accepting the Prefidentfhip, which
- was offered him on the death of
him who held it firff. He was a
Benefactor to allthe other Hofpitals,
and was one of the firft Subfcribers
to the Foundlmg, that noble infti-
tution that will for ever endear the
name of Captain Coram to this coun-
try, and which could never have
been attempted without the Doctor’s
afliftance. Foreigners, Perhaps, may
wonder than an Hofpital {o long
wanted in this city, fhould be yet
but new ; but they will be ftill more
{furprized, that a foundation of lefs
than twenty years ftanding, which
owes its being only to the voluntary
contributions of pmc te  perfons,

{hould
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{hould have all the ﬂabjhty of the

poft ancient. -

Bemg joint executor with  Sir

_‘_‘T Bomas Reeves, Lord Chief Juftice
of the Common Pleas, of the will of

RichardTopham Efq. heconcurred in -

beftowingon Eron College, in 1736,

that Gentleman’s valuable colle&ion
of bnoks and drawings (%).

He was the fiiend of Pape, of
Halley, of Newton, and placed their

(/) ANNO DOMINI MDCCXXXVIL
HOS LIBROS SELECTISSIMOS ELE-
GANTIORVM VARIIGENERISSCRI-
PTORVM OPERA CONTINENTES,
QVOS VNA CVM AMPLISSIMA VE-
TERIS AEVIL MONVMENTORVM
COPIA A PERITISSIMIS ROMAE
PICTORIBVS MAXIMAM PARTEM
CHARTIS DELINEATORVM, VIR
NATALIBVS PARITER AC LITERIS

CLARVSRICHARDVSTOPHAM
VINDESORANVS, MAGNOSVO SV M-

p{)rtral':'s
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portraits in his houfe near the Bufts
of their great Mafters, the antient
Greeksand Romans. Heprefented to
. the College of Phyficians, a marble
- Buftoof Dr. Harvey (w) doneby an

TVETSTVDIO COMPARAVERAT,
MORIENSQVEVIRORVMILLVSTRI-
VM THOMAE REEVE, EQVITIS AV-
RATI, CAPITALIS IVSTICIARII DE
BANCO, ACREGIA SECRETIS CON-
SILI1S, ET RICHARDI MEAD, AR-
CHIATRI; FIDEICOMMISERAT VT
PVBLICO COMMODO INSERVI-
RENT, IIDEM VIRI PRAESTANTIS-
SIMI TESTAMENTIILLIVS CVRA.
TORES HVIC BIBLIOTHECAE OR.
NAMENTO ESSEVOLVERVNT; EA
TAMEN LEGE VT TAM LIBRIS
QVAM CHARTIS SEORSVM CON-
SERVATIS ERVDITIS OMNIBVSET
RERVM ANTIQVARVM STVDIOSIS
LIBER IN PERPETVVM AD LITE-
RARIA HAEC KEIMHAIA PATE-
RET ADITVS.

(w) The infcription on this Bufto is in the follow-
g words :
HANC MAGNI ILLIVS

excellent






