An account of a new zoophyte, or animal plant, from Groenland : in a letter
to Albert Haller / Written in High German by Christlob Mylius ; Now
translated into English.

Contributors

Mylius, Christlob, 1722-1754.
Haller, Albrecht von, 1708-1777.

Publication/Creation
1754

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ehk7jw4y

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/













AN

AECCOUNT
SO O P HYTE

ANIMAL PLANT,
From GRO ENL A N D.
el BT TER to

Dr. Albert Haller,

Prefident of the Royal Society of Sciences at
Gottingen.

- Written in High German by
CHRISTLOB MYLIUS.

Now tranflated4into Engli/b.

Prior tempore, prior jure.

LLONDO N,

Printed for, and Sold by A. Linpe, Bookfeller to her
Royal Highnefs the Princefs Dowager of Wales, in

Catharine-Street ;and Sold by J, RoBINsON, in Ludgate-
Streets 1754






AN

o 0. UN.T

OfaNEW

o> P:-H Y- F E

= HE great Share You take in
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&S| _dmerican Travels, for which T
— am actually preparing ; the Obli-

gations I owe in a particular Manner to 4
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Opportunity to pay my Refpects to you ? And
befides that - you are doubtlefs of my Opi-
nion, that a Searcher of Nature ought to
have in his View not only the Advantage of
the Publick, but chiefly the Glory of the
great Maker of all Things; which laft Parti-
cular I at leaft flatter myfelf to obtain, by
the Account of fo fingular a Subject as the
Zaqobyre now before me.

“Iris -nceft:ﬂ'ary,' before I begin this Ac-
count, to ‘mention, that, if in the Main I
fhall feem to cuntraﬂié’t myfelf, fpeaking of
the fame Thmg, at firft as of a Vegetable,
and then as of an .ri'mma! it is {ml}r in order
to exprefs myfelf in a more regular and
plain Manner. The Circumftances in ex-
plaining- this Sub_je& are equally the fame
with me as with thofe that teach Aftro-
nomy, who, for the Sake of Inftruction, re-
prefent the Heavens as the Surface of a

Globe, on which the Stars appear affixt near
one another ; although this Notion will

entirely vanith away, as foon as a Perfon
B2 is
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Searcher of Nature ragely can proceed, and
the furpnzmg Depth, into which Naturalifts
ftill more rarely can dive, are fufficient

to 'make this Production remarkable: And
had not the Captain taken particular Notice
of .it, which Attention one fhould {carcely
expec from thofe that fail upon the Whale-
fifhery, it would probably have continued un-
known for fome Time longer, if not for
ever.

X IT is not merely by my own Judgment,
when I declare this Production as new, and
_liii;hefto unknown : I fhewed it to three Gen-
tlemen of great Knowledge and Experience
in thofe Things, Fellows of the Royal Saciety, -
wiz. to Meflts. WaTson, Corrinson, and
MirLrer. It was unknown to them, and
they declared it to be a rare Production.

~ EacH of the two Plants was broke in three
Pieces; which Accident however did not

hinder me from laying it before me, according
to its compleat Form and Size. As I have
; ' ' {een
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thicker about two Inches and an Half under-
neath’ the Flower ; but this is only as it were
a Bladder, to the Infide of which the Stalk
adheres, and is loft downwards in the Super-
fictes of the Stalk. About Half a Foot from
the lower End the Stalk is a little thicker
than lower down. Quite below, at the far-
theft End, it. grows again a little thicker,
where it terminates compleatly ; by which
one, may plainly fee that nothing was broke
or torn off.

« Tue Stalk is fquare throughout, with a
Notch on every Side. It is white within,
and of a Subftance like to Wood, with long
Filaments, and nearly as hard as Ivory, cover’d
by a tender Skin, of a pale yellow Colour.

At the lower End; before-mentioned, it is of
a yellowith Brown upwards, and of a deep
yellow Colour downwards. The Skin of
this Part of the Stalk is thick and tough,
through which one may feel the Continuation
of the folid Stalk within it. It is flill moift,
and very pliable. From whence, as alfo from

| other
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quite dry, was turned to a deep Brown.
When I took it out of the Water it was more
opened, and as big again as before ; in thort,
it appeared then as reprefented by Fig. 3.
The adhering Piece of the above-mentioned
Bladder-like and pale yellow Skin was turned
fu;net}ling Cnckle_—wife, -and the Colour of
the Flower between Yellow- and Brown, It
was compofed of thirty Pieces, of the Shape
of a Cone, but not fo regular, which I can
neither call Leaves of a Flower, nor Stami-
nas, 1as will appear by the following De-
feription.  Thefe Pieces were all grown toge-
ther at the;‘Bqtmm, and fome deep Notches
running obliquely together, gave the lower
Parts of them the Appearance of a Flower-
pot, or ‘Chalice, (Fig. 3.) very like the above-
mehtioned Lilly-ftones. The upper Ends of
them terminated into fome Cheves, not very

regulﬂ- .

TuE outer ones of thefe ::-blong Pieces had

looﬁ:nﬂd themfelvea in the Water the reft
C I could
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of a lighter Colour. ' After I had cut open
one of the largeft along the Infide, it ap-
peared as by Fig. 5. It will be neceflary,
for the explaining of this Figure, to give
fome Defcription of the Shape and Situation
of 'the inner Texture, whofe Parts are fome.
thing of a lighter Colour, and more tender.

.&LQNG through the Middle runs a Parti-
ttun, dmdmg itfelf afunder, on the inner
Part of the Piece, in two Skins, which, as
they turn over to both Sides, and being grown
together with the outer Skin of the Piece,
caufe to both Sides of the Partition a Space
refembling the Shape of a Cone, or there-
abouts. Befides thefe two Spaces there are
two more of the fame Shape, one at each
Edge all along the Piece, arifing from the
Skin’s turning over to both Sides. Thefe
two outermoft Spaces, or Cavities, are empty,
but the two inner ones, next to the Partition,
are found of an Organick Struétyre within,
conﬁﬂ:lng of a Number of very {mall and

C 2 tender
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neath the Partition and the Leaves, that
reached not quite down to the lower End of
the irregular Cone-like Pieces. ~ Some of the
Seeds appeared lefs than the reft, yet the
larger: and the fmaller ones lay promifcuoufly
together, without Regard of their Situation,
I {queezed one, and bcholding the white
tender Matter - that came out, through a
Magnifying Glafs, I obferved it to confift
“thoroughly of fome very little, but tranfpa-
rent, and Globular Bubbles, as by Fjg. 7.
When I had laid one Corn on the Point of
a-Knife; and holding it over a Flame for
the Space of a Second, or thereabouts, it
burft with a fudden, and, as I may fay,
frightening ‘little Crack, and the remaining
torn Skin cor Shell, looking then white, leapt
fuddenly back in a Bow-like Courfe, refting
at about two Inches Diftance from its former
Place, upon the Edge of the Knife. The
Burfting of fo fmall a Corn could fcarcely
have caufed fuch a Crack, but that all the
Bubbles contained, being above a Hundred in

2 Corn, burft by Means of the Heat at once.
HiTHERTO
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to fee his fine Collection of Eﬂg? ifh Sea-
Plants. The firft Thing I faw was this
very Sm-Proda&m#, a Painter being em-
ployed to take a Copy of it. Mr. ELLIs ob-
{ferving my Attention was fixed upon it, be-
gan to give me an Account of that new
Phenomenon in the Kingdom of Nature, as
far as he knew it. I, interrupting his Dif-
courfe, faid, Sir, I know this Plant; I have
it myfelf.——What! replied he, a Plant?
No, fm,1it is an ﬁnimal; it is a Polypus.
1 would not begin my firft Vifit with contra-
diting him, therefore liftened to what he
had farther to fay of it. He affured me every
one of the oblong hollow Pieces was a Poly=
pus. The upper Part of fuch a Piece,
which he had pafted upon fome Paper, with
'11:5 Fibres extended, and the Draught he had
_made of it, looked indeed more like a Poly-
pus than a Flower-leaf, efpecially on Ac-
count {}f thf.: Mouth-like Opening in its
_Mliddle ‘Mr. Ecris had alfo caufed a Picure
to be drawn of fome Part of the fuppofed
Flower or Bunch of the Pulypus, exattly

after
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cerning the remarkable Difcovery Mr. ErLis
had made, witha great Deal of Patience and
Attention, by the Ufe of a Microfcope, he
being fo kind as to convince us of the Truth,
by applying his Microfcope jupon fundry
Mofiles of the little Coral. It will, doubt-
lefs give you a great deal of Satisfaction, Sir,
when I here acquaint you that Mr. ELr1s’s
Book, containing his Difcoveiies by the Mi-
crofcope, is in the Prefs, and will probably
be publithed thp- latter End of this Year: I

- have feen already a good many Cuts to it at

his Houfe. I {peak juftly of this Work, as
of new Difcoveries. For although the Corals
and Corallous Sea-Plants are already known
to be the Habitations of feveral Sea-Vermine,
No-body has yet made any fuch Difcoveries,
concerning the above-mentioned fmaller Sorts
of Vegetable-like Sea-Productions.

Tuis Excurfion has rather brought me
nearer to, than farther off from my Pur-
pofe. I am now in a Capacity to confefs

with more Certainty than before, that I take
D this
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firft believe them to be. This ftrange Sub-

je&t of my prefent Difcourfe, was given me
by the Name of a Sea-Plant: I took it as
fuch, and fuppofing this, I was only fur-
prifed at not finding all the ufual Parts of a
Plant; and its being for the moft quite dif-
ferently fhaped. Leaves I faw none; but
thefe are no effential Parts of a Plant. I
found a Stalk, and what was {Hll more, . a
Flower ; the Shape fo different from all other
Flowers could not make me believe it was
none; as I was acquainted with many
ftrangely fhaped Flowers and Fruit-bearing
‘Plants, efpecially among the Cryprogamic
Clafs of Plants. So much the eafier I per-

* fuaded myfelf of the yellow round Corns,
‘to be the Seeds of the Plant.

. ‘Mr. EiLis, on the contrary, being then
occupied in proving, and from very good
‘Reafons indeed, that many of the Sea-
Plants, hitherto taken for Vegetables, were
‘An1m¢13, ‘and moft of them Polypufes, went
'*mth this Naotion -direétly to the Contempla-
' D 2 tiog,
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¢ having obferved them to grow larger as
¢ they came out higher.” = 'This, I muft fay,
T never could obferve, tho' I own they were
‘of a différent Size.

" Brine now neatly convinced that this Sub-
Je@'was at leaft more animal than vegetable,
-1 thought it neceflary to examine more ex-
~actly that Part which would entirely convince
me of its being an Animal. Having, there-
fore, the Flower-like Bunch once more put
‘into Water for fome confiderable Time, in
order to have it fpread, I divided afunder the
Fibres of one of the largeft fingle Pieces with
‘a Penknife, which fucceeded very eafily, and
1 could plainly fee thefc Fibres were not
-grown together. I found eight fuch Fibres
‘upon each fingle Piece I had examined after
“this Method ; each Fibre running to a Point
cat the Top, and Nothing but very fine and
dmall Threads fhooting out on their Sides
Underneath, where thefe Fibres join with
- the fingle Piece, that appeared hollow and
-of 'the Shape of a Cone, the Skin extended

upwards
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to their Bodies immediately, but only ferve

for faftening them to fome other Thing, are,
for m?g‘-ht I know, never fo much different
. Length and Subftance from the Body of
the Polypus itfelf, and this Part or Stalk has
never {o much the Appearance of a Vege-
table. ’Tis true, fome Sorts of Sea-Infeéts I
faw at Mr, Er11s’s, and which he alfo called
Polypufes, have Supporters of a Subftance as
different from their Bodies as this; but they
are not fo firmly grown together with the
Bodies of the Polypufes, nor continuing in a
Piece, as is the Cafe with our prefent Sea-
Infect. The Eggs are flill of greater Weight
to me for my Diffention ; methinks the No-
tion of a Polypus imports a Propagation, no,
by Eggs, at leaft not fo vifible ones, butrather
after the Manner of Vegetables,

1 mave faid above, and it will alfo appear
by m)l" Account, ‘that this Sea-Animal is
fomething like a Sea-Star, called a Lilly-
' S Stone :






- Sa$ Jst Tme it ferves them for being
Mw{’@ fomeﬂlmg None indeed of the
. fittial Sea-Stats hitherto known has fuch a
Stalk, and all of them have the F aculty to
éﬁﬁngé their Places : But have not moft of
the Mufcle-kind the fame Faculty ! And yet,
fome Sorts of them are ‘cénftantly faftened
to one Place. I will earry my Conjectures
no farther, but rather wait with an impartial
Mind, till I am convinced of the contrary.-

LAT'ELY, as Ihﬂd the Honour to attend
at a Méeﬁng of the Ruyal Society, a f{hort
.&C‘Cdt[nt of Mr. BI.LIS S, cuncermng this very
Zﬂﬁpb_yte, was juft reading. Mr. Evvis, who
Wﬁﬁprefent fhewed me his Draughts of the
Iﬁme, among which, there was one repre-
fénﬁﬂg fome Part of this compounded Ani-
mal, in the Situation, as he fuppofes it, to
make its Motions and Windings in the Sea.

'Thls Figuxe is well enough to explain his

an']c&ures : But Mr. ELvis cannot pofitively
B E affirm












