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%2 H E N it is confidered that I have
""""" viz% been a Surgeon in the Army,
= ahove fixteen Years, and em-
/ML ployed in our Hofpitals, all the
laﬁ War ; that I have had Opportunities of
being acquainted with the Methods, moft
approved of, for curing the Venereal Difor-
der, not only in our own Kingdoms, but in
Germaﬂy, France, Spain, Hbolland, and the
Low Countries ; it will not I hope appear a
prefumptuous Undertaking to write a Trea-
tife on that Difeafe; fince few could have
had the Advantage of more Experience in all
Circumftances relating to the Diforder.
Careful Obfervations of the Succefs and
Mifcarriages, attending an extenfive Practice
are the only Means of arriving at any Degree
of Certainty, in the curative Part of Phyfic;
and a rational Theory, accompanied by the
Knowledge thus acquired, muft make the
Syftem of Medicine the moft perfect and
valuable. A Prattitioner, without Theory,

not underftanding the Laws of the animal
o Oeco-




PREFACE,
Occonomy, muft .be a  Stranger to. thz
Changes introduced into the Conflitution by
Difeafes ; ' he can neither form a regular
Method of Cure, nor account for the Ope-
ration of his Remedies, or to what End
they were prefcribed ; and the Theoriit, for
want of Praclice to confirm his Speculations,
muft be often perplexed, and goaftray: The®
he can projet a methodical Scheme of Cure
according to the Forms and Rules laid down
by Authors, yet its Succefs can only be war-
ranted from | Experience ;. this makes him
acquainted with-a Sett of Medicines that can
be relicd on,. and enables him to difcover
the Nature and-the Caufe,  and to compre-
bend the Symptoms and Events of Difeafes

with Perfpicuity and Judgment, If there-
fore Theory and Practice are fo conducive to

a right Underftanding in Phyfic, the Mili-
tary Surgeon muft come in fur a Share ot
that Knowledge, he muft underftand Ana-

tomy to be acquainted with the Strutture

and Ufe of the Parts, and he cannot be a
Stranger to the Mareria Medica, as he com-

pounds and difpenfes his own Medlcmes,';

~ thefe two Branches of the Art of Healing
are the Ground-works and Foundation of a

FEEIRF I P ST

regular Inflitution of Phyfic, but they are |
very often fo much neglected. that a Demon-. |

ftrator of Anatomy, whofe Underftanding
ufually reaches no farther than the Edge of
his Knives, or the Ixtent of his InjeCtions,,
can point out Blunders in Authors of great

Repu-
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PR EFACE,

'Reputatmn and the Tyro m'Pharmit:y of-

ten criticifes on the Contrariety to be rnct

with in Preﬁ;nptmns
He who is fkilled in Anatomy muft know,

~ that all the Parts of the Body are made up
- of Solids and Fluids, whofe mutual Powers,

when in juft Proportion, conftitute that
Harmnny on which Health fubfifts; and he
is {enfible, that whatever iscapable of difturb-
ing this Agreement, dilpofes the Conftitu- .
tion to Infirmities and Sicknefs’;' for'a Di-

~ feafe is that State either of the Solids or Flu-

ids, in which, from what Caufe {oever, the
Ballance between them is interrupted or im-
paired; and therefore, as often as the Refift-
ance of the Solids is f1perior to the Force of
the Influx of the Fluids, or the Power of the
Influx of the Fluids is greater than the Re-
fiftance of the Solids, the Aquilibrium isin-
jured, and Diforders enfue; for Health con-

fifts in an equal Motion of the Fluids, with
‘an equal Refiftance of the Solids in every

Part ; the Fluids are fuid to move equally,
when their Moment or Force is not greater
in one Part than another ; the Refiftance of
the Solids i1s faid to be equa], when their
Impreflions are equal on the Fluids in every
Part; and in this Condition the A&ions of
Life are carried on without any Senfation of

'Pain or Uneafinefs.

- On this Intercourfe between the Sﬂhds

_ and Fluids, and the Power they have over

each other, a Practice hasbeen founded, at-
A 3 tended
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tended with all the Benefit that can be ex-
pected from Phyfic, and with as much Cer-
~ tainty as may be hoped for, from the Ma-
nagement of fuch frail Materials as Fleth and
Blood,

He who knows the Properties of the So-
lids and Fluids, and the Change they un-
dergo in Sicknefs, takes his Meafures accord-
ingly, which is often of wonderful Advan-
tage to his Patient, a Diforder being fre-
quently removed with great Eafe in the Be-
ginning, when either the Solids or the Fluids
are feperately affeCted, that would become
ftubborn and rebellious, without a Method
of Cure depending on this Diftin&ion; for
neither the Solids nor the Fluids can be par-
ticularly prejudiced for any Time, without
participating the Indifpofition to each other,

Thus, if the Influx of the Fluids be fupe-
rior to the Refiftance of the Solids, the Vef-
fels, by being too much diftended, will have
their T'ones weaken’d and impair’d, which
difpofes the Juices to a Lentor or Sizynefs
that cannot fail to ftagnate and form Obfiruc-
tions in the fmall Canals.

But if the Refiftance of the Solids exceeds
the Power of the Fluids, the Juices will be
too much diffipated, which will bring on
Walts and Decays; for the Sides of the
Veflels being collapfed and prefled together,
from a Deficiency of the Influx of the Flu-
ids, they become fliff and rigid, yielding
not eafily to the Impulfe of the circulating

Humours,
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Humours, if permitted to remain any Time
in this State.

Hence it appears, how great an Happinefs
it is to have that Contexture of Frame,
which preferves a reciprocal Concord between
. the Solids and Fluids; but Soldiers are the
moft liable of any other Sett of Men, to have
this pleafing Harmony interrupted, efpeci-
ally in Time of War, fatiguing Marches,
Inclemency of Weather, Irregularity of Di-
et, and perh-.}Ps an unavoidable and entire
Change of Life, in all Refpects, muft be
complied with ; thefe Tranfitions are great
Inducements for Difeafes to make their Ap-
proaches, but they are frequently fubdued
before they can lay any confiderable Hold on
the Conftitution, by fending early for the
Surgeon, a Cuftom conftantly obferved in
the Army, which gives him the Advantage
over other Practitioners, correcting the Dif-
pofition in the Habit to receive the Ailment,
and banithing the Caufe of the Complaint
before it can affet either the Solids or Flu-
ids, fo as to fix a Diforder upon them.

The learned Do&or Pringle, by fuperin-
terding the Pradice of military Surgeons,
became well acquainted with their Abilities.
In his excellent Treatife on Difeafes of the
Army, he fays, Military Surgeons are the
beft acquainted with the Conftitution and
Difpofition of their Patients, as well as with
the whole Circumftances of their Diftempers.
I could give many Inftances in Proof of what

' A 4 the






TRBEACE" _
within Bounds ; but if you fuffer them to get
a Head, you cannct {o readily thake off thofe
troublefome Companions. ;

Though I have not the Vanity to imagine
that my Abilities, in Literature, are equal to
the Taflk I have undertaken; yet Truth and
Experience, I hope, will carry me through;
I have always preferred Sincerity to Elo-
quence, and would be prouder to be efteemed
the Author of one ufeful Proof, or plain De-
monftration, than of all the fine-{fpun Hypo-
thefes, that compofe the Works of the
moft polite Writers, :

Every one, who puts his Hand to Paper,
muft expect to undergo Cenfure; the World
either has, or will take, the Privilege to
criticife, and he who is difpleafed with this
Freedom, fhould have avoided it, by not
appearing in public; I own there ought to
be an Indulgence fhewn to fome Writers;
it {pirits them up, and their Fancy being at
Liberty, raves at large, and returns the Fa-
vours they received in Sallies that delight and
charm the Imagination, while too much
Severity contracts the Genius into fuch par-
row Limits, that Timidity and Rigour ap-
pear in all they fay ; and it isimpofiible that
their Works can be ecither entertaining or
ufeful 3 but this Licence thould be granted
only to Authors, whofc Subje@s are Wit
and Humour; thofe who treat of the Sci-
ences are not to expect fuch Indulgences;
their Difcourfes {hould be founded on Fadts,

whofe
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whofe Delcriptions depend entirely on Judg-
ment, abftracted from Whim or Fancy, and
requires no Affiftanee from Figures, Rheto-
rick, nor other Modes and Ornaments of
- fine Writing ; thefe Decorations are fo apt
to lead the Mind aftray, that we find the
Generality of Authors more valued for a Flo-
ridnefs of Stile than for any ufeful Inftructi-
ons, or beneficial Improvements their Wri-
tings contain ; therefore a pompous Manner
of Writing, and a great Shew of Learning,
fhould be by no Meags allowed of in phyfi-
cal Diflertations ; they*divert the Thoughts
from the Obje in View, and the Imagina-
tion dazzled by the Brightnefs of Expreffion,
is entirely employed on the Beauty of Words,
while the Things they reprefent are but
faintly perceived, or make fuch flight Im-
preflions on the Memory, that they are {oon
obliterated, or at beft, but help the Judg-
ment with confufed Notions, which prove

to be of no great Advantage to the Under

{tanding. » '
By what I have faid, it appears, I am no
Stranger to the Cuftom of the World, in
Regard to Criticiim and Cenfure; I muft
expect to go through thofe Tryals, and if
my Opinions are condem’d with Reafon, I
have the Satisfation to think it will be of
great Advantage to me; for the Succefs 1
have met with in the Venereal Diforder, de-
pended folely on the Sentiments I have of
the Nature of its Malignity and Power of
alling
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a@ing, in the different Forms it appears in ;
but if a betterWay of Thinking is difcovered,
that will more effectually exllzéiﬁn the Nature
of the pocky Virus, and its Manner of ope-
rating, I will foon find out a more profperous
Method of Cure; for the more the Caufe,
the Nature, and the Symptoms of any Dif-
order is known, the Indication will the more
materially be pointed out.

This indigefted Medley, to which T have
given the Name of Preface, is defigned as
an Apology for the Undertaking ; it feems
by this, that I am, or have had fufficient
Qpportunities to be acquainted with my
Subject ; and the Sketch I have given of
the Solids and Fluids, and of their Ation
and Re-action, thews, notwithftanding what
fome People may think to the contrary,
that the Practice of the Military Surgeon is
founded on fome Principle, and that he is
not entirely guided by Guefs-work and Con-
jeGture ; and from a juft Confideration of
this mutual Intercourfe between the Solids
and Fluids, I believe, it will plainly appear,
that an advantagious Condaét of the one,
will always remove the Defects of the other,
that is, an Indifpofition of the Solids will
be got the better of, by a proper Regulation
of the Fluids; and an Intemperature of the
Fluids will be remedied by a right Manage-
ment of the Solids ; this is as certain as any
Thing belonging to the human Fabric can
be, and would, if clofely applied to, be at-

tended
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tended with Advantages as infallible, as that
the Expences and Waftes from carrying on
the A&ions of Life, are reftored to the Body
by Nourithment and Reft, the Changes hap-
pening to the Fluids by Bathing, Friction,
and other various topical Applications, appa-
rently thew the Influence which the Solids
have on the Juices; and Diet Medicine, feveral
Kinds of Poifons, with a Depravation of the
Humours, dlfcuver by their Effects the Power
which the Fluids have over the Solids.

He who has obferved the Benefit, attend-
ing that fuccefsful Method of the Antients,
which they called Cyclus Metafynoriticus, or
Refumptivus, knows how much the Solids are
invigorated by leflening the Impulfe of the
Fluids ; and Boerbaave tells us, that by hu-
mecting the Liquids with thin, farinacious
Decoctions, he can reduce the greateft Ri-
gidity or Contraction of the Solids, toa
State of the greateft Relaxation and Slacknefs.

Ergo omnes Gradus La tatis, qui inter
Jummam Rigiditatem, et maximam Debilita-
tem, intercurrunt, efficere pojflum, boc une
Decoéto. De Morb. Fibr. rigid. et elaft.

Were thofe Methods more diligently ob-
ferved, in the Cure of all Difeafes, particu-
larly the Pox, the Succefs, I.am perfwaded,
would be greater: I have rewarked, that
Mercury, when it raifes a Salivation, is
more {peedy in its Relief than when ufed in
Friction, or as an Alternative ; and the Rea-
fon, I believe, is chiefly owing to the Ab--

{ftinence,
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ftinence, which accompanies that Procefs;,
for I have often taken Notice, that after a.
Salivation, . tho’ all the Symptoms were re-
mitted 3 yet they frequently returned upon
the Ufe of a full Diet, to the great Surprize
of the Patient, and Surgeon; and from
what I have obferved of Mercury, in.all the
Ways it is.made Ufe of, I fhrcwdly fufpect,
it cannot be totally relied on in the Cure of a.
confirm’d Pox; it muft have other Afliftants;
its- Virtues, fur the moft Part, confifts in
diffolving the Blood, and difengaging the
Venereal Poifon, but other Helps muft be
ufed to. expel it out of the Conftitution., .
Boerbaave, the ﬁn&eﬁ Obferver of Nature,
who:never let any Thing efcape his Exami-
nation  that could be of .Advantage to the
Science of Phyﬁr, has enquired with great
Circum] pection into all the Virtues and (La-
lities of this Medicine 5 and although 1t is a
great Favourite, he neverthelefs is far from
re ardlng it as a Specific in this Difeafe,.
efpecially, if the Taint has reached the Peri-
oftenm or Bones, Vis enim Mercurii coufque
non pertingit.  De Lue Vener, |

Hoc Malum quantum falten videre potui,
Salivatione Mercuriali non m?'.tf De Mor-
bis Offium.

But let the Benefit of Mercury be what it
will in the Pox, I am fure it is of very little
Service in the Cure of a Clap ; all the Symp-
toms of which depend on Inflammation,
and ace therefore more likcly to be irritated

thar
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than affwaged by it ; befides, I {hall make it
obvious, that if given inwardly, it caufes a
Revulfion of the Venereal Matter into the
Blood from the Partaffeéted ; or if outwardly
ufed, as ordered by the celebrated Affruc, it
alts as a ftrong Repellent, driving the Virus
into the Habit, fo that in both Cafes, it i¢
more likely to convert a Clap into a Pox,
than to cure it; it is not the firft Time I
have feen great Quantities of Mercury given,
with an Intent to abate a Chordee, and
check the Scalding of Urine, and if ever it an-
{fwered thofe Ends, it mutt be by licking up
the Running, and deriving it into the Fluids.
Whoever has beheld the Difafters of a
pocky Scene, in the declining Stage of Life,
the Diftrefs and Anxiety of Mind, the into-
lerable Pain of Body, an emaciated andfright-
ful Conftitution, a Countenance exprefling

nothing but Sorrow and Mifery, Lownefs of

Spirits, Want of Appetite and Reft, and a
univerfal Failing of Strength, muft needs be
moved with Compafion at the Sight of fuch
Wretchednefs ; but all thofe Calamities have
been caufed by the Abufe of Mercury, and
innumerable Examples of other Mifchiefs;
who would not guard then againft thofe evil
Confequences, and ufe fuch a profitatle, de-
ftructive Remedy with Caution? Letuscon-
fider that Mercury is about fourteen Times
heavier than the Blood ; if therefore, in the
Circulation, it fthould move with the fame

Velocity, the Impulfe will be on the Sldei‘
©
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of the Veflels, in Proportion to its Celerity
and Gravity, that is, vaftly greater than the
Power of Refiftance in the Veflels; the
Confequence therefore of making too familiar
with Mercury will be, that either the Vef-
fels muft give Way or be ruptured ; but as
all the Blood Veflels do admit of great Dif-
tention, the impelling Force of the Mercury
may firetch them out fo far, as to deftroy
their Tone, and deprive them of the Power
of Reftitution, and thus thofe Veflels become
inaltive Receptacles of ftagnant Fluids ; bat
this Damage done to the Vefiels by Mercary,
will always fall on the weakeft Parts, or
thofe of the fineft Texture ; hence appears
the Caufe of thofe Difeales of the Brain,
Lungs, Liver, and other Vifcera, after an
extravagant Ule of Mercury; and yet I muft
own, I think it a moft noble Medicine, and
like it wonderfully for its Truth and Plain-
dealing ; it fcorns to be difguifed, and never
wears two Faces under an Hood ; mix it in
a Powder, form itina Pill, digeft it ina
Tintture, and deco&t it in Diet-Drink, it
will never be denied to its Acquaintance ; if
within, you're fure always of finding it at
Home. |

It may be faid, that I treat Mercury in
the Manner, that fome great Men, in their
Elogiums, have ufed their beft Friends, that
15, 1t is hardly to tell whether what 1 fay isa
Panegyric or a Satyr; but to remove this
Difficulty, I will explain-myfelf at far as Ex-

perience
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tutions, there may be Danger of their never
being able to recover their Union again. This
bafty Alteration in the Fluids, puts them
into fuch Confufion and Diforder, that they
lay a greater Strefs on the Solids, whofe L~
prefiions on them muft be likewife encrea-
fed ; and now the whole Conftitution, thus
embarrafs’d by the Mercury, is in a State of
Fever ; all the Secretions are follicited by the
enrag’d Fluids, for an Outlet to abate their
Tumult ; but as the filival Duéts ufually
make the leaft Refiftance to their Power,
they force a Paflage through them, which
alleviates in fome Degree, the Commotion ;
but it happens, and not very rarely, that
the falival Dués don’t give Way to this Af-
fault, in which Cafe the Confequences ar¢
always dangerous, and the next Effort will
be upon the Bowels; fhould they refift, the
Shock will be on the weakeft Vifcera; but
if the Conftitution is robuft enough to have
all its Parts. fo proportionably ftrong, as to
withftand the Blow, a Fever muft enfue,
which is ever of a bad Kind; and in thofe
Circumftances, I have known feveral People
deprived of their Senfes, and continue mad
all their Lives after ; but granting a Saliva-
tion fhould come kindly on, it reduces the
Habit fo low, that it requires a good deal of
- Management to recover the former Strength
‘more than I apprehend is obferved ; for in a
few Weeks you fee a thin, meagre Perfon
took plump and jolly ; a Change too fudden

a S
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to be wholfome. After all, this Sort of Cure
is patched up in fuch a Mannf:r, that it often
breaks out again,” Salivation alone not being
fufficient to carry off all the Venereal Con-
ftagmn

~ Mercurial Frictions, fo managed, that no
Ptyalifm can be feared, are mﬁmtely to be pre-
ferred to Salivation ; the Mercury mixes
‘more leifarely and inti imately with the Blood,
and in this Manner, is fubject to fuch a Re-
gulation, that you fafely make it actas a
‘Purge, Sweat, Diuretic, or AJtcratwc, any
one of them as beneficial as 4 Spitting, yet
they all will require ether Means to {ubdue
‘the Diforder; and in a few Words, except
this Way of ufing Mercury, and in fome
Cafes giving it crude, the Aithiops, and
Calomel are the only Preparations that can be
taken without Danger.

I have often feen the Operation of Tur-
bith Mineral, Precip. Virid. and have known
the red Precipitate to be taken, and more
than once have been a Spe@ator of the hor-
rid Performance of corrofive Mercury; the
may all have their particular Advantages, in
an{wering the Defigns of the Prefcriber ;" but
they require a great Deal of ]udgment and
Nicety, to keep them from committing irre-
parable Mifchiefs ; muft it not then be the
greateft Satisfaction to the Patient, and Con-
tent to the Pra&itioner, to be certain that all
their good Effects can be brought about with-
: o out
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~out running any Hazard or Danger by Me-
‘dicines of fuperior Virtue and Benefit ?

I would not have it imagin’d, from what
I have faid, that Mercury {hould be exclu-
‘ded from the Cure of the Pox ; on the con-
trary, I know it to be a very beneficial Re-
medy, not only in that Dxﬁ::rder, but in many
‘others; my Intent is, to have it ordered in
fuch Preparations, that it may be taken with
Safety, and proportion’d to the Strength of
‘the Conftitution ; for otherwife the Remedy
will be found to bf:. worfe than the Difeafe.

I fhall undoubtedly appear a very odd and
irregular Fellow, to the Majority of the
World, for difapproving of a Practice fo
well eitablifhed as Salivation, and condemn-
ing the Ufe of Preparations, that have been
regarded as Sheet-Anchors in the greateft
Diftrefs; but what will be thought of me
‘when my Sentiments come to be difcavered
in the fcllowing Difcourfe; when I affert,
‘that the Running ina Clap does not proceed
from an Ulcer; that the Seat of the Diforder
in Men, is in the Fore-part of the Urethra,
and that the 7. eficulee Seminales, Proffata,
‘Glandule mucofe,Cowperi, Margagm,%rmnﬂ,
Glandula Littriz, and their Dudts, all fituated
near the Bulb nf the Urethra, under the
Acceleratores Urine, are never affected, but
thro’ Negle&t or Mifmanagement; it will
appear ftrange to deny, that the Vagina is
difordered in a Gonorrhcea, and to confine
that Difeafe in the fanr Sex, to the Dulluli

Urethra
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Urethre, Lacune, and the little excretory
Pipes, of all the Parts circa Urethram, ef
Orificzum Vagine, and I fhall be deemed to
be very fingular, for oppofing the Opinions
of thofe who fay, that the Matrix is the
Fountain that fupplies the Menftrua and
Fluor-albus : How furprifing will it feem,
to find Fault with Purging, InjeGions, and
in moft Cafes, the Ufe of Balfamics, in the
Cure of a Clap, how repugnant to all Au-
- thors who have wrote on that Difeafe, and
confequently how liable to the Cenfure of
moft Pra&itioners ! Thefe Confiderations are
{o ftrong againft any Perfon that would at-
tempt to fubvert {uch eftablith’d Doctrines,
and Opinions fo univerfally allowed of, that
Iam fenfible, he will be efteemed rath and
fool-hardy, by the Generality ; but if thofe
Conjetures, in Relation to the received Me-
thods of Cure, can be obviated by incontef-
table Proof, thofe Opinions overturned by
the Authors themfelves who afferted them,
the Judicious will determine in Favour-of the
Undertaking ; and their Countenance, with
the Truths contained in the following Sheets,
will, I hope, be {ufficient to {creen me from
the Prejudice of all captious Cavillers.

A

A s e

Page 6, Linc 14, for fo great, read to great. Page

44, Line 1g, for Papas, read Paflas. Page 61, Line
19, for demonftrative, read deftructive.
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CHAP I

Of the Errors to be met with in Authors, wha
bave freated of the Venereal Diforder,

5SRO e 1] E Vanety of Opinions to be
- f‘“*t' --* found in Authors who have
9o | .";i_i'j_,'_; s treated of the Venereal Difeafe,
vi—¢ apparently fhews, that they
LRSS made Ufe of no certain Means

" to dire@ them to an inconteftable
leccver}r of its Origin, nor chofe the Lights
proper to guide them through the Obfeurities of
B their
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their Subject, and mzke the Nature and Caufe
- of that Malady known; the beft Expedient to

point out a rational Method of cure, the yield-

ing up our Reafon implicitly to the Authority of

others, muft needs be the Caufe of many Mif-

takes and Errors; for if we don’t give ourfelves

the Trouble to examine into the Nature of

Things, and inform our Underftandings, with
all the Properties we can relating to them,  we
muft have but confus’d Notions of their Quali-
ties, and be under the Neceflity of taking moft
Matters for granted, depending entirely on the

Credit of other Men’s Judgments ; and this I |

take to be the Caule of the many Faults, Doubts,
and Opinions, to be met with in the Writingson
this Difeafe; few, or none, giving themfelves

any further Trouble in this Bufinefs, than by
fupporting their Conjetures with Quotations |

from Authors, whofe Works-are nothing but

Extracts from other Authors, and fo on: Thus |
jrnu may trace the Succeflion to the firft Off- |
{pring, and find the Fountain-head as confus’d |
and muddy, in this Refpect, as all the Streams |

Howing from it; for I do not remember to

have {een, in any phyfical Writer, an exa& Ac-
count of the firft Appearance of the Pox, or a
fatisfactory Relation of its Nature and Caufe,
fome looking on it as anantient, others deeming

it

:
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{t a modern, Diftemper ; fome a Diforder arifing
from an Impurity of the Air; others a Difeafe
from Copulation ; the Man, the Woman, or
both, in unhealthy Circumitances ; but the moft
prevailing Opinion is, that it is a Native of the
WWet-Indies, and imported from thence by the
Spaniards, by whom it was communicated to

the French, and Neapolitans, at the Time that
Charles VIII. befieged Naples.

In a Difcourfe I defign to publifh on this Dif:
order, I hope I thall be able to prove the con-
trary of thzs Opinion, and eftablifh many Parti-
culars belonging to it on Faéts, that now depend
on Surmife, or plaufible Conjectures ; thedoing
of this will remove a great many Doubts and
Difficulties to be met with in Authors, and fix
the Period of its firft Appearance 3 fhew what
was the original Caufe of this Malady, and hélp
us to comprehend rightly the Nature of its Ma-
Yignity, Particulars ftill undetermin’d by the beft
Authors; the Reafon of thofe Mifunderftand-
ings, and various Opinions, which fo remarkably
occur in their Accounts of this Difeafe ; for the
lefs the Knowledge of the Nature, and the Caule
of a Diftemper 1s, the more inconceivable will be
the Method of Cure. 'What I have related in
Refpect to the Miftakes, and Errors, tobe met

with in Authors on the Venereal Difeafe, at pre.
fent I muft only affert in general Terms, confin-
ing myfelf here to a Defcription of the Gonor-

B 2 1hoea,
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rheea, and. the Acmdents dependmg on ity £

but in my Difcuurfé on the Lues, I fhall be very
particular, extra@ting the Paffages from thofe
Writings where the Faults lie, and cumpanng
them with the oppofite Sentiments of other Au-
thors: This way of Examination is frequently
attended with fuch Advantages, that coften very
valuable Difcoveries are made, of which there
would not be the leaft glimmering, unlefs fug~
gefted by Scrutinies of this Kind. Thofe who
have treated “of the Venereal Gonorrheea, no
more agree in their Notions of the Nature, Caufe,
Symptoms, and Seat of that Diforder, than

thofe who have made the Pox their Subjeé. In

Regard to the running, it is commonly thought
to flow from an Ulcer, but Do&or Cockburn,
and his Followers, will haveit to be an oufi ing
from ceértain Channels, t‘ermmatma in the Ure-

thra, to which he gives the Name of Lacunm It
is likewife imagin’d, that the Veficule Semina-
les, Proftate Gland, Glandulze Cowperiane, -

&c. are the Seats of the Diforder, fome few

thinking it to be lower down in the Urethra, to-

wards the Glans Penis; but the Parts diforder’d
in the Fair Sex, have been fo much miftaken,

that the moft judicious are fometimesata Lofs to
diftinguith between this Difeafe and the Fluor
Albus: A Difcernment fo neceffary, that no
Pains fhould be fpared to fet the Underftanding
right in this particular, and no Means negleéted =

| o8
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Virulent Gonorrheea. 5
to remove the Obftacles out of the Way that
caufe the leﬁculty The different Methods of
Cure are not lefs numerous, than the various
Opinions Practitioners have of the :Nature and
Quality of the Poifon 3 few that have not a fa-
vourite Remedy, fome fingular way of their
own, agreeing with their Notions of the Conta-
gion ; fome thinking it a Virus of an acid, acri-
- monious Kind; others, a volatile lixivious Cau-
flic; fome a Poifon Sui-Generis, as the phagede-
nic Ichor of a Cancer, the Scrophula or Scurvy ;
others a verminous putrid Taint, abounding
with Myriads of voracious Animalcule, conti-

nually knawing and devouring, yet are never
fatiated.

Thefe unfettled Conjeétures, about the vene-
real Poifon, give Rife to the various Indications
of Cure laid down for that Diforder ; the Alka-
line Virus muft be deftroy’d by an acid, the Poi-
fon Sui Generis is to be overcome by Specifics to
that Purpofe, and the verminous Putrefa&tion,
by Worm-killing Secrets.

All thefe feveral Opinions, with many more
relating to this Subject, are owing to the parti-
cular Fancies of fome great Men, for it is in
Phyfick too often, as well as in other Sciences,
that the Singularities of extraordinary Geniufes

B 3 are
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are receiv’d for Gofpel, and it would be only
calling our own Judgment in Queftion to difpute
their Validity, in Affairs that are either above
our Underftandings, or of which we have little
or no Knowledge; we, for the moft Part, ac-
quiefce to this Doctrine, as it prevents a Difco-
very of our Ignorance ; and itis for this Reafon,
that no Whim can be fo ridiculous, no Notion
fo fantaftick, as not to have Crowds of Profe-

lytes, when countenanc’d by the Authority of a
great Name. . .

Comp]aifance in the Commerce of Life, is
very commendable, and extremely neceffary ;
but it is fo great a Compliment to any Man’s
Judgment, to affent to his Opinions, without
being fatisfied whether they are founded on
Truth and Reafon, in a more efpecial manner,
with Refpe& to Matters that concern the Health
and Welfare of Mankind ; and this Confidera-
tion, with the Difappecintments I met with in
Practice, purfuing the Inftructions of Authors
an this Difeafe, made me inquire more carefully
into all the Circumftances relating toit ; and the
Ends propofed to be effected by the feveral Me-
thods of Cure: As I did not want Opportuni-
ties to make Obfervations, it was not long before
I difcover’d many Errors in the Proceedings re-
commended by the moft diftinguifh’d Writers :
Experience furnifh’d me abundamly with I}ea

ons
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fons to reject their Advice, and, by Degrees,
pointed out a Method of Cure, as effetual in
the Clap, as the Bark in an intermitting Fever,
_or Ague; and yet thereis not the leaft Particle

of Mercury in the Compofition ; nothing that
requires Confinement, er any particular Manage-
ment, fo as to give the leaft Sufpicion to the
moft intimate Acquaintance, operating entirely
by moderately increafing the perfpirable Dif-
charge, and gently promoting the Evacuation
of Urine, preferable to all Remediesin this Cafe ;
as no Diforder can have a Contra-indication,
prohibiting its Ufe, may fafely, and advantage-
oufly, be taken by Women in their Pregnancy ;
and I can boldly affirm, will be found fecond to
no Medicine in the Fluor Albus, or feminine
Weaknefs,

CH AP
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Of the GON ORR H (EA.,

Shewing it to be a critical Difcharge, and

defign’d by Nature, to carry off the Vene-
reijﬁg/M ) 3 j

F-M; O¢rbaave fays, the Pox, fince the
£ ﬁ miftaken for 93, made its Appear-
| ance in the Kingdom of Naples, im-
me:fiately after in the French Camp, and then
{pread thro® all Eﬂrape, where it ftill continues. .

Sydenkam tells us, in the Year 1493, the Lues

~ Venerea arriv’d firft from the #ef- Indies to Eu-
rope, and before that Time, the Name of it was
not even known to our World. A little after
he fays, this infetious Plague fpreading by de-
grees, fo defiled thofe Parts of the Wnrld, that
if it rag’d with the fame Fury ftill that it invaded
with, it would, in fome Ages, put an End to
Mankind. It does not delight much in our
Europe, but languifhes daily, and fades into
milder Appearances; but about a hundred Years
ago it fhewed itfelf in the Form of a Virulent
Gunurrhcea, whlch is ftill the Cafe, opening a Paf-

facre

Y

Year :463 which he muft have
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fage for itfelf thro’ the Urethra, whﬁfe meﬂn,_
when not difcharg’d by a Gonorrheea, enters into
the Blood, and infects the whole Mafs.

Eurnpceo noftro non perindé fﬁf#f#f, Jed lan-
guet in dies, et mitioribus Phenomenis fatifcit, at
vero centum reiro Annis Gonorrbea virulentz Spe-
cie f¢ primum ey’z‘fﬂdeba! ey‘?ﬁnds:gﬂe adbuc, bec fibi
Porta exitum querensy cujus Virusy cum per
Gonorrbaam, non eficiatur [anguinis MalJam citius
perwd:! mﬁmgw ‘Sydenh. Epiftol. Refp zda_.

Meorbus revera alius quam dum primo in Eun
pam Veniret, [ervat tamen eundem Genium i

pauluium mitefcat, nec tam Jevus fit, 3n¢rh
Annot. de Lue Vener.

From the aboye Quotations .I fhall obferve,
- that the Mildnefs of the Pox was whol]y owing
to theGonorrheea catrying off the Taint, and that
the Methods of Cure, uled before the Clap ap-
peared, were of little or no Benefit.  Sydenbanm
wrote his Letter on the Pox, about the Year
1680; an Hundred Years before that the Gonor-
{hoea firft thew’d itfelf, fo that from the Time
of its firft Appearance, to the Time the Pox dif-
cnvered itfelf, was not above 127 Years, and yet,
~in that Space, it {wept away f{uch Multitudes,
that inira fecula aliquot attiun effet de genere Hu-
mano. Epill. Rcfpunf But Nature always, in-

duftrious
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duftrious to difcharge, whatever is hurtful to the
Habit of Body, produces the Gonorrheea as an
Qutlet to carry off the venereal Poifon, which
fo well anfwer’d her Intentiens, that it check’d
its deftrutive Career, and obliged it to put ona
milder Countenance; this is the Caufe that
makes it languifh and pine away, and not any
Diflike it has to our Exurope, as Sydenbam obferves ;
fince I fhall be able mdlfpyl:a.biy to prove, that
this Diforder is an Zwuropean by Birth, and that
it was not imported to us by the Spaniards.

Therefore T define a Virulent Gﬁnorrhmg, or
Clap, to be a critical Difcharge of the venereal
Poifon, defign’d, by Nature, to drain off the
pocky Taint, and thereby free the infected Per-
fon from the evil Confequences of the contagious
Venom.

This Definition agrees with the Sentiments of
the beft Authors, not only with regard to the
Clap as a Difeafe, but with refpet to the Run-
ning, confidered as a critical Difcharge, for Dif-
eafes are thofe Forces and Helps which Nature
raifes in our Conftitutions, toexpel and drive out
of our Bodies, whatever fhould be offenfive and
troublefome.

Morbum nibil effe aliud, quam Nature Conamer

Materie morbifice exterminationem in A&gri [a-
: lutew
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Lugems -omni Ope molientis. Sydenh. de Morb,
acut. in pener.

Natura autem dicitur Hippocrato totius Corpo-
vis Adaptatio illa, in Solidis et Fluidis, unde ex-
oritur facilis omnium Funélionym exercitatio, et
guandocunque beret aliquid in Corpore, quod boc
impedit, fiunt novi quidam Motus, ut illud illimi-
netyr. Boerh, de Febr. in Genere. By this we
{fee when any Thing inherent in the Conftitution
is troublefome to the Funétions of the Body, the
Solids and Fluids act in Concert to fhake it off,
and the Efforts made on thofe Occafions are the
immediate Caufe of all Difeafes ; thus the vene-
real Poifon fixing on the Ducts of the urethral
Glands, is theimmediate Caufe of that Diforder
cal’d a Gonorrheea or Clap ; the ftimulating,
corrofive Salts, of which Poifon, galling and
fretting thofe tender and nervous Parts, excite
Heat of Urine, and Chordee, the infeperable
Symptoms of this Difeafe ; but Nature ever in-
tent in removing frem her the Caufe of Pain and
Difturbance, fends a Flux of Humours to thofe
Parts to difengage them from the Acrimony of
the Virus, and to wafh it away, and drain it off
through the Urethra, and therefore the Running
produc’d from this Flux of Humours, muft be
look’d on as a critical Difcharge.

Fit Crifis Naturd fecernente Humores noxios,
a bonis, et ad Excretionem preparante. Ri-
verius de Natur. Crifs That
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That we may have a clearer Conception of

| whzl: i 5 haw: faid, I will beg leave to Excmphf}r
i‘é— by an Extract from Boerbaave.

C Sic fi J@mﬁma Homini in Manum intrudatur
Fruftulum Vitri, oritur Statim Dolor, Calor, In-
flammatio, Fﬂbri.fj,iﬁ,{ﬁ'mar, &Fe. S wvero Feftucam
illam educas, [edabrsgtiam Symptomata Omnia, et
Febrim Pacabis, [ed") relinquas intra Triduum,
omnia Vafa quibus illud coberebat erunt, foluta,
et Erofa, adeo ut fponte poffit decidere. De Febr.
in genere, From this familiar Obfervation, a
great many Particulars, relating to the Practice -
of Phyfick, may be deduced ; I fhall only take
Notice, ‘thatif a little Bit of Glafs, free fromall
Poifon, whofe Offence confifts in the Sharpnefs
of its Edges and Corners, is capable of caufing
fo many troublefome Symptnms, an altive, cor-
rofive, poifonous Salt, is more effectually quali-
fied for all thofe Purpofes, which by infinuating
itfelf deeper, and fticking more clofely to the
Sides of the Veflels, makes a greater Erofion of
them, and will require more Time to bg extri-
cated. :

Having accounted for the Operation of the ve-
nereal Poifon, the Production of the Runnmg,
and that it is a critical D1ﬁ:harg€, it remains now
to prove, that the Virus is carried off by the

l_}ugping,

We
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‘We have been inform®d, that the Caufe. of the

Running is owing to a Fluxion of I—Iunﬂlii's;
excited by the Irritation and Stimulus of

pocky Poifon 3 this Glut of Juices relaxing tl‘l%.

excretory Duls of the Urethral Glands, - gives- o

them a free Paffage to the Virus, part of which
they diffolve from Time to Time, and carry off
thro” the Urethra; and thig-continues fo long,
’till the whole Poifon is either wafh’d away, ora
Stop put to the Running, by fome Accident :
The Truth of the Contagion going off in this
Manner will be evident to any Perfon that makes
Ufe of my Method of Cure, whichaéts chiefly
in fcouring and cleanfing the urinary Paffages,
and expelling the Poilon eftgctually by this Means
while all other Contrivances I have any Experi-
ence of, conduce either to dry up, or to repel,
or derive the pocky Matter into the Blood.

Quando Materia Fluens eff Venenata nequaguam
revellenda eft fed ab initio, per Partem ipfam eeci-
Dientem, Vamaﬁdﬂ._ River. Inft. Med. 1ib. V.

The Infe€tion communicable from one Sex to
the other, is a Demonftration that the Medium
which conveys the Poifon, ferves as a Vehicle to
difcharge it; and Boerbaave look’d upon the
Running as a Security againit the worft of Symp-
toms, which it could not be if it did not drain
off the venereal Taint,

ER
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Eft cateroguin hec Gonorrbea levifimum [ymp-
toma venerii Contagii' [ufcepti, et quafi majorum

Malorum Afylum, vix enim qui Acri Gonorrbea

laborant in Luem Veneream incidunt. De Lue.
Vener.

If the Account I have given of the venereal
Gonorrheea is reafonable, and that it will appeart
to be a critical Difcharge, is it not a moft {ur-
prifing Thing to think, that no one Method of
Cure was ever calculated to anfwer the Defigns
of Nature, which plainly point cut the Necef-
fity of Diuretics in this Diforder ; it is true thofe
Remedies are fometimes preferib’d, but with an
"Intention to abate the Sharpnefs of Urine, ever
regardlefs of the Running;, as a critical Difcharge;
befide the Diuretics generally order’d, diffolve

the Blood too much, caufing too great an Ex-

pence of the Fluids by Urine, which weakens
and relaxes the Paflages, giving a Diipofition to
Gleets, and Incontinence of Urine; but thofe
Inconveniences, the Abfurdity and Danger of
Purgings, the Mifchief of Injections, Mercurial
Frictions, untimely Ufe of Balfamics, and aftrin-
gent Medicines will be fully treated of ; and fatis<

faCtory Reafons I hope given 'for condcmmng
their Ufe.
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of the Parts affeited in both Sexes with this
: Diforder.

FLILHH AT the Clap is contagious, and
A T 3 may be communicated in Coition
kﬁﬁ from one Sex to the other, no-body

difputes, and a very little Knowledge
in fome of the Parts belonging to Generation,
will enable us to apprehend how the InfeCtion is

receiv’d.

The Penis is the chief Organ of Generation,
the greateft Bulk of which is form’d of two
{pungy or cavernous Bodies, which arife di-
{tinétly from feparate Beginnings on each Side
of the Symphifis, or joining of the inferior Part
of the Os Pubis. Afterwards meeting together,
they are extended to the Glans, or Nut of the
Yard. If thefe Bodies, in dead Subjets, are
inflated with Air, or injeted with Mercury, or
any kind of Fluid, they become diftended and
rigid.

The Glans, or Nut, is the anterior Part of
the Yard, it receives the Extremities of the two

fpungy
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fpungy Bodies in a Cavity defign’d for that Put-
pofe.  Its Surface is vaftly fmuath and fenfible;
from the great Number of nervous Papille it is
befet with.

. The Urethta is a membranous Canal juyn’d
to the Neck of the Bladder, and extended to
the Extremity of the Glans, affording a Paffage

to the Seed and Uriney it is fituated in a Fur-

row, form’d in the lower Part of the cavernous
Bodies, the Diameter of this Canal is commonly
equal to a Goofe’s Quill; and is compos’d of

two ftrong Membranes; between whom is a'

fpungy and cavernous Subftance, puffed up and
dilated in Eretion, an Infinity of fmall Duéts,
open every where into the Urethra, whofe Glands
feperate a vifcous Fluid, which lubricates the
Paffage, and defends it from the Acrimony of
the Urine, and keeps it {fmooth and moift for
the Seed to tun thorough more glibly; as every
Gland is a Contexture of Nerves and Blood Vel-
fels, this Part muft be extremely fenfible fince
they abound fo much here; It is not neceffary
tomy Defign, to defcribe any more of the Parts
of Generation belonging to Men, fince I fhall be

able to account for the Manner of receiving the

Infetion, and all the Symptoms attending 2
Gonorrheea, from thofe I have mention’d, nor

fhall I be more tedious in enlarging on thofe

Parts, I fuppofe to be injured in Women, with
this Difeafe. The

i
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“The Rima is the external Opening of the Pu-
‘dendum, in the upper Part of which, juft within
the Labia, is the Clitoris, cover’d for the moft
Part with its Prepuce; its Glans, which is not
perforated, is befmear’d with a fetid unétuous
‘Humour, as the Glans Penis, it is very nervous
and extremely fenfible, has two fpungy Bodies
like the Yard, and capable of Eretion.

The Nymphe are two membranous cavernous
Parts, contiguous to the Praepuce, and joyn’d
to the infide of the Labia; they hang not unlike
Cock’s Gills, one on each Side, fometimes larger
and fometimes fmaller ; they abound with Nerves

‘and {mall Glands, which {ecrete a vifcous Hu-
~mour ; they are diftended and puffed up in Co-
ition, and encreafle the Titillation and Pleafure,

A little behind the Nympha, is the external
“Orifice of the Vagina, bound with a fpungy Sub-
ftance, which expands itfelf in Coition. A great
many excretory Ducts open in the external and
internal Parts of this Orifice, whofe Glands fepa-
- rate 2 mucous Liquor, to lubricate the Entrance
into the Vagina,

The Urethra, or urinary Paflage, is fituated
dire¢tly under the Glans Clitoris, pufhing out in
a little Prominence, its Length is about two Fing-
ers-breadth long ; it is wider than in Men, and

v admits
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The Manner gf' receiving the Infection.

eSS N Eredtion, -thv_s Parts of Generation
- @y go through a wonderful Change,
SSiwreze from a pliant, Iaﬁguld and yleldmg
RSO State, they become :diftended, and

:&1&' their Bulk encreafed, and their Pores en-
larged, fuppofe them more apt to receive the
venereal Taint. In Coition, let us imagine ei-
ther the Man or the Woman damaged, in driv-
ing on the Bargain ; is it not reafonable to think
that thofe Parts that are moft fpungy, {oft, and
tender, are likely to come in for the greateft

Share of the Infection, efpecially as they will have
the firft Offer ; but there are no Parts belonging

to the Organs of Generation, fo porous and
bloated up, as thofe I have defcribed, therefore
the molt liable to be the Seat of the Diforder,
but this will more particularly appear, by exa-
mining into the Nature and Caufe of Ere&ion
and the Diftention of thofe Parts, and in doing
of th:s, I fhall enter into no Controverfy with

Regard
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Regard to mufcular Motion, it fufficiently
agrecing with my Intention, to obferve, that
every Mufcle in the Body has a diftinct Nerve
and Artery belonging toit; and thatany Muf.
cle loofes its Power of acting when a Ligature is
made on its Nerve or Artery, or in Cafe either
of them, by any Accident, fhould happen to be
divided ; by this it is plain, that the animal Spi-
rits, in Conjunétion with the arterial Blood, are
the chief Caufes ef mufcular Motion, for both
~ thofe Fluids, when a Mufcle a&ts, rufhing into
its Fibres in a greater Quantity, and with more
Force, expand and ftretch them out, which
fhortens and contracts the Mulcles, on which its
Motion depends, and this is evident from the
fwelling and hardnefs to be perceiv’d in feveral
Mufcles when they a¢t.  Thus according to this
Account, when the animal Spirits, and arterial
Blood, are put in a Ferment by amorous Defires,
the Torrent directed to the ereftor Mufcles of
the Penis diftends them, and compreffes the
Veins of the Yard againft the Os Pubis, which
retards the Blood in them, while that Fluid flows
plentifully through the Arteries into the Corpora
Cavernofa, whofe Diftention is the Encreafe of

the Size, and the Caufe of the Stiffnefs in the
Penis.

In like Manner the acceleratores Urinz, aét as
ere¢tor Mulcles to the Corpus Cavernofum Ure-

5 - thre,
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thre, fome of whofe Fibres running to the Ex-
tremity of the Penis, terminate ar the under Pare
of the End of the Urethra ; thofe Mufcles when
they act, preﬂing clafe]y on the Veins of the
Cnrpus Cavernofum Urethrz, prevent the Re-
turn of the Blcod through them, as the ereéor
Mufcles of the Yard do, while the Influx of that
Fluid continues thro’ the Arteries to the Corpus
Cavernofum, which filling that porous fpungy
Subftance, caufes its Ereétion; but as all Muf
cles contract their Fibres when they act, the Fi-

bres of thofe Mufcles inferted into the Extremity

of the Urethra, will be contradted, which draw-
ing back the End of the Urethra, enlarges the
opening. The Glans in Erection, not com-
prefling the Urethra equally withthe Corpus Ca-
vernofum, gives a freer Entrance to the Virus,
{o that it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the firft
Lodgement of the Poifon, isin this leofly com-
prefled Part of the Urethra, under the Glans,
and this agrees with Experience ; for I dare af-
firm that Ninety-nine in an Hundred who are
clap’d, obferve that their firft Complaints are
here, or not far off, Let any Man, when the
sunning firfk appears, . {queeze his Penis a little

above the Glans, and gently ftrip out all that .

runs, if he removes the Prefiure higher up, and
upon fripping it agzin, he perceives no frefh

Moifture, it is reafonable to believe that where

the Matter camic fmm, mull be the Part affected,

whlch :
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which we are f{till more fenfible of, from the

Pain in Erection, and the Complaint of the
Sharpnefs of Urine here.

When I am fo unhappy as to differ from the
Opinion of others, I fhall offer Reafons for do-
ing fo, and 1t gives me the greateft Pleafure to
find, that notwithftanding the Precepts I advance
may feem a little odd and extraordinary, yet
they perfectly agree with the Sentiments of fome
of the greateft Mafters that ever appeared in Phy-
fick 3 thus the Authority of Beerbaave fupports
me in my Opinion that that Part of the Urethral
- mentioned, 1s the firft feized on by the Clap.

Prima et Mitiffima [pecies eff quando Cancer ve-
neveus five Ulcufculam illud, [aniem fundens in
Urethri intima baret, ad illum Locum ubi Glands
comittitur Frenulym Preputiinec ulterius proferpit
Malum.  Prima [pecies Gonorrbaa fic diftingues,

Veniat ad te Eger Matutino Tempore, antequam

Urinam nolturnam eminxit, jube tunc ut Digitis
proxime ipfum glandem applicatis, eam exprimere
conetur, tunc tu Videns Materiam exire, cognofces
effe in'illa Parte cancrum venereum, ut autem feias
an et altius proferpit Malum, jube paulo magis
vetro Glandem premere incipiat, fieque videbis quouy-
gue pertingat, De Lue Vener,

This Diforder is moft eafily communicated
from an mftftf:d Perfon to a found one in Coition,
- C 4 for

e g
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for the Poifon is fo fubtil and penetrating, that :
‘wherever it lays hold on Parts qualified to receive -
it, it rivets itfelf there, and fixes fo clofely that
it can’t be thook off without caufing fome Injury,
and a very fmall Quantity of the Virus will be
fufficient to do the Bufinefs ; the Difpofition ne«
't ceflary inthe Parts, to receivé the Malignity is

chiefly owing to the Diftention in Ere&ion, "

Quando Penis eft erefius fanguine Difientus et
quafi inflammatus, apparet, hbine Omnes Pori ejus
funt quam maximé difirati, et apartiy et ad faci~
liorem Veneni fufceptionem. Difpofiti. Boerh. de
Lae Viener:v

In the like Manner the Parts belonging to Wo-
men that I have taken Notice of, being inflated
in Coition, difpofes them to receive the venereal
Virus, which produces the fame Symptoms in
them as in Men; Running, Heat of  Urine, |
~and Chordee, thofe are the pathognomonic Signs
or infeperable Companions of the venereal Go-
norrheea, and a thorough Knowledge of their
Nature and Caufe, muft give us the moft perfe&t
and true Conception of that Difeafe, which will
point out the moft effectual Method of Cure,
for as a Diforder is known by its Symptoms,
the Removal of thofe Sympmms is the Cl‘ﬂ'e of
the Difeafe. ;

i
o it
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PP
CHAP. Vi

The Nature and Caufe of the Symptoms, and
that the Running does not- proceed from an
Ulcer.

H%LHKHEN the pocky Virus is tho-
w 4§* roughly fettled in the Parts it fixed
on, the pungent acrid Salts infinua-

wERH ting themfelves into the little Duéts
of the nervous Papille in the Urethra, excite
great Pain and Uneafinefs, Nature ever follici-
tous to expel whatever is obnoxious, fends a
greater Quantity of Fluids te thofe Parts than
ufual, intending to diffolve and wath away thofe
virulent Salts, to be carried off through the Ure-
thra ; but the Irritation of the Parts, the Fluxion
of the Humours, and the Corrofivenefs of the
Virus melt down and fhake off the foft mucous
Liquid, that defends the Urethra from the
Sharpnefs of the flowing Urine, or the Senfation
of fabulous Particles in their Paffage: The Ure-
thra, ftript of this vifcous Covering, we can ea-
fily perceive how fenfible it will be of Heat and
Pain, as the Urine pafies through ; and tho’ there
are feveral Diforders that caufe Heat and Pain of
Utrine,
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an Enquiry into whofe Virtues, and Manner of
Operation fhall be made in its proper Place.

As I have accounted for the Heat of Urine
from the Erofion of the Urethra, caus’d by the
Virus, fo I fhall afcribe the Running to be en-
tirely dependent on the Fluxion, provok’d by
the Stimulus of that Poifon; butas it is the ge-
neral Opinion, that the Running proceeds from
an Ulcer, I fhall fay {omething on that Head,
tho’ I do not deny but the Parts I have fpoken of
may be ulcerated, both in Men and Women ; yet
it is impofiible in that Cafe only, in either Sex,

for the Ulcers to fupply the Matter, runoff in a
Gonorrheea.

Thofe who are acquainted with venereal Ul-
cers, know that they are hot and dry, yielding
little Moifture, and a thin Ichor or corrofive
Sanies, for the Acrimony of the envenom’d
Salts, that caufe them, aclts as a Cauftic, and
burns all the Parts its Force extends to, into a
kind of an Efchar, therefore little or no Run-
ning can be expected from a pocky Sore, ‘*till
the Efchar be digefted off, and this will not hap-
pen unlefs the Cure of the Contagion be per-
fected, or at leaft palliated 3 this laft is the moft
ufual Method, for fo long as the venereal Salts
lie in the Ulcer, they corrode and {form Efchars,
but the Poifon vanquifh’d, or drove into the

Blood,
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Blood, the Efchars fall off, and the Ulcers difs
charge a Pus like thole of a benign Nature; who
ever faw a Humour like laudable Pus, Bow from

a phagedenick Ulcer, whether venereal, cance-

rous, or fcrophulous ; but if it can be prov’d
that a Humour, as to Confiftence, Quantity, -
“and Colour, with that of a Gonorrhcea can be
produc’d without Ulcerations, by the Irritation
of acrid or tharp Particles, bringing on a Flux-
ion in glandulous Parts, I think from a Parity
of Appearances, there is great Room to appre-
hend the Running in a Clap, owing to a like

Caufe, and not proceeding from an Ulcer, more
efpecially as thofe Difcharges are produced by in-
finitely gentler Means than the Running in 2
Gonorrheda, and this I thall be able to prove
from the very familiar Inftance of the great Eva-
cuation {pringing from the ciliary Glands of the
Eyelids, upon catching a Celd in the Eyes as it
is call’d; this happens more frequently to the
People on the Continent than with us, efpecially
in the warmer Climates. Where a fudden

Change of Wind to the Eaft, in the Neighbour-

hood of Mountains cover’d with Snow, loads
the Air with cold nitrous Particles, which fixing
on the ciliary Ducts, their Pungency begets an

Itching fo very troublefome, that it is impoflible

to avoid rubbing, and caufesa Flux of Humours |
fo great, that I have feen two or three Handker-

chiefs
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chiefs, ftain’d all over in the Space of Twenty-
four Hours, with a Fluid alike in Colour, and
Confiftence to that of a Gonorrheea, and the
Eye-lids were only inflam’d, without the leaft
Appearance of any Ulcer.

In like Manner thofe nitrous Particles, inva-
ding the miliary Glands of the Membrana Schnei-
deriana, encreafe their Secretions, which gld-
ing down the Sides of the Trachea, fome Part of
the Fluidity is diflipated by the natural Heat of
the Body, which makes what is expeétorated
thicker, and like Pus; yet no Phyfician judges
that this Matter flows from an Ulcer, the Mu-
cus lying a little Space in the Noftrils, its Hu-
midity is {o exhaufted, that it is quite glutinous,
infinitely thicker than the Running of a Clap,
tho’ the excretory Ducts of the Glands that fe-
crete ity are extremely {mall, yet no Boedy to
account for the Phenomenon, would have Re-
courfe to an Ulcer.

1 have often feen great Difcharges from the
Meatus Auditorius, and thefe were only Secre-
tions of the Glandule Ceruminofz. [ have
known purulent Evacuations in great Quantities
attend colliquative Diarrhoeas; but upon open-

~ ing the dead Bodies, no Appearance of an Ulcer
to be found.

All
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All the glandular Secretions, favour thcma '_
nion of a Gonorrheea: dwwng its Matter from a
Difcharge of the Glands in the Urethra, and not
an Ulcer; we frequently fee Ulcers in Mem-
branes lining different Parts, and yet they yield
no Pus. Thele, and many other Reafons I
could give, are ftrong Prefumptions, that the
Matter of a Gonerrheea does not flow from Ul-
cers, but is owing to the Pungency of the vene-
real Stimulus, frecting the nervous Papille in the
Urethra, and bringing on a Flux of Humours,
in the fame 'Way as the penetrating. active Salts |
of Cantharides do, to which it has fonear a Re-
lation in its Operation, that a Grain or two of
powdered Flies now and then, introduc’d into the
Urethra, as their Force impairs, would produce
Running, Heat of Urine, and Priapifm; yet
there thould be no Ulcer. As we may obferve
from the Difcharges caufed by Veficatories,
efpecially thofe called perpetual, which ftimula-
ting the cutaneous Glands, their Secretions are
encreafed to wath away the galling Salts of the
Flies, but the thinneft Parts of this Difcharge
evaporated, a Pus covers the whole Blifter, and
yet no Ulcer is perceiv’d in the Skin, |

It is unneceffary to proceed further on this
Topic, probability feems to keep Pace with
what I have faid, and I have had Opportunities
of
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of feeing a few DiffeCtions of Bodies, -dying with
-wiralent Gonorrheeas on them, and tho’ diligent
Search was made, not the leaft Trace of an Ulcer
could be feen. A Gentleman well fkilled in Ana-
tomy, who has been a Demonllrator for many
Years, likewife affures me, that tho’ feveral
convenient Subjects have fallen under his Hand,
he never could obferve an Ulcer in the Urethra,
I have already granted, that there may be Ulcers
‘here, nay, am certain that the Bulb of the Ure-
‘thra, the proftate Gland, Cowper’s Glands, &ec.
are frequently ulcered, and T have feen Fiftulous
“Openings from them into the Scrotum, and the
Perinzum, through which the Urine difcharg’d;
- ‘but am pofitive they never afforded ‘a Matter
like that in a Clap, and require quite different

Methods of Cure; for what corrects the Run-
ning, and abates the Heat of Urine, and Chor-
“dee, the Symptoms peculiar to a Gonorrheea will
be found to be of no great Service in thofe Com-
plaints ; they yielding only to thofe Means made
Ufe of inthe Cure of the Pox, which will often
require the Affiftance of manual Operation,

Having defcribed the Nature, the Caufe, and
the Seat of two of the diftinguithing Symptoms
in a Clap, namely the virulent Running and
- Scalding of Urine, 1 fhall now take Notice of
- the third Sign, which is the Chordee, thofe
three
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three are the only and original Symptoms of &
Clap, their Combinations conftitute that Difeafe
as much as Weight, Colour, Ductility, and
found do Gold ; the Phymofis, Paraphymofis,
and all the other Train of Complaints are only
Accidents depending, either on the Irregularity
of the Patient, or fome falfe Steps taken in the
Method of Cure.
i _
Do&or Cockburn fays, the Chordee is a Symp-
tom of fuch Difficulty, that no Phyfician ever
attempted to explain it, and affumes to himfelf
the Honour of accounting for it, fo as to make
it obvious and apparent, for he fays the cording
Pain never admitted of an Explanation before,
nor can it be accounted for by any Hypothefis
but is now manifeft by this Theory.

I fhall therefore take the Liberty of enquiring
into the Doctor’s Theory, and prove that he ar-
gues from wrong Principles, which I do on no
other Account, but that it carries a true Con-

ception along with it, of the Nature and Caufe
of the Chordee. |

The Doctor in an Exult, natural to fome great
Geniufes when they make Difcoveries, that thew
deep Penetration, and Superiority of Parts,
thus triumphs, |

But |
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“Bﬁt to encreafé the P'araclﬂx, the Sore is realTy
in the Urethra; ‘but the binding, the compref-
fihg Caufe, which hurts this Sore, is really Wlth-
out, therefore the Myftery is out. This Affei=
tionis evident from what was formerly defcrib’d,
about the Cpurfe and Situation of. the Urethra,
for - as it runs between the cavernous Subftances
of the Penis, “and of its own ﬂutward Coat, it is
always comprefs’d by them when they are infla-
ted, more or lefs, according to the Degree of
Lhmr Inflation ; ‘wherefore the fore and hurt Ure-
chra is every way mmprei's’d on all Sides, and
::annut give any other Senfe of Pain than that of
being hard bound round with aCGrd ; this Com~
preffion of the Urﬁthra has already been ﬂbﬁ:rvec;
to be fo, great, that it is with fome Dlﬂiculty the
Seed and Urine are exprefs’d in Times of a
rigid Erection. —~Tho’ the Doétor is c:rtalnly out

 in;his Account of the Chordee, he is right in the
two Corollaries -hz deduces from it.

" Cor. 1. Hence we may know the Place of
thﬁ: Hurt, and how far it reaches by this Pain
in Ereftion.

Cor. 2. We may likewife conclude, that
if the Sorenefs was occafion’d’ by fharp
Matter, flowing from the Seed Bladders, the
Parts of the Urethra, next to them, fhould
be equally difpofed, and obnoxious to be

D hurt
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f:urt-, but as the]r are not, it is evident, that

the Matter dﬂés'nﬁf flow frbm't'heﬁcc » _Thus

far 1 thought proper to quote the Do&er in
thls Affair,

- T have obferv*d, that the Urethia is a membra-

rious Canal, joined to the Neck of the Bladder,

and extended to the Extremity of the Glands;
- {r is fituated in an Interftice, between the lower

Parts of the Corpora cavernofa Penis, and is com-
pos’d of two ftrong Membranes, between which

lies a fpungy and cavernous Subftance, fubje& to
Diftention, by the Influx of the animal Spirits,

and the arterial Blood. The Fibres of the Acce-
leratores Urinz, are {o interwoven with the Ure-

thra, that a Stimulus there will irritate them,
and excite their Contrations, by which Means
the Veins that run thro’ this {pungy Body are
comprefs’d, and hinder the Reflux of the Bloed

thro’ them, but not fo effectually as the Ereétores
Penis, for want of a Bone to fqueez& againft, as

Doctor Drake obferves ; whence it is, that nei-

ther the Corpus cavernofum Urethra, nor the

Glans, are always perfeétly diftended with the

Penis, and fooneft become flaccid on an Eree-

tien.

~_Thus the Erectores Penis, and its Corpora ca-
vernofa, ~are fo far from being the Caufe of a

Chordee, as Dogtor Ca:kmr:: lnhgln’d that they

arc
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are intirely paffive, the immediate Caufe of a
Chordee depending on the Irritation of the Ure-
thra, the Contraction of the Elongationes, of
the Acceleratores, and the Inflation of the Cor-
pus cavernofum Urethre; without allowing this,
this Symptom ftill remains unaccounted for ; the
Doctor’s Theory plainly confounding the Pria-
pifm and Chordee, but this makes a manifeft
Diftinétion ; befide, there is a Cure for the
Chordee, none, we are told by Celius Aurelianus.
for the Priapiftm. Nullo quoque Adjutorio Medi-
¢cinali ceffafle, ac tarde, atque longo Tempore qui
evifle, quo fit ut a Satyriafi dijcernatur Priapifmus
Jiquidam illa celer fit, et non tardet in Corpore.
De Priapilmo.

The Priapi{m differs from the Satyriafis, in
that, Nulla emiffio Seminis et 5 in this, Initio fe
putant relevatos ex ufu Venereo, atque Seminis

Jaltu, nocentur enim, atque Vexantur boc Ulu.
Cal. Aurel. de Satyriafi.

~ Boerbaave thus defcribes the Chordee, which
he calls Priapilmus Venereus.

Caput Penis, aliquando eroditur in-Subflantiam
interiorem, tunc a-Capite Penis, ufque ad Finem
Perinei protenditur Inflammatio, fit Dolor aceri-
mus in reddendi Urind, et perpetua Ereiio Glan-

D2 dis
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disy et W?‘#bﬂﬁ no# vero Corporum Spﬁﬂgwjbw
quz-cin U#kt@@*é #ibil Commune babent.’ Ure?bﬁf
confrat binis Saccis Mmﬂmmmﬁ inter que Heret
Subfloniia Fmtﬁa}'#‘ ‘et rova, fmggﬁiiie Effufo, in
fasimina Pnapvﬂﬂ? Faﬁem ﬁﬁw rip!mda be
Eie.:

* Nothing caﬁ be n‘lufe d?ﬁm& and piaim ﬂa'a!ﬁ
thls, left it ﬂlbLfId‘Be imagind, as Do&or Cock-
burn thought; ‘that the Corpora fpungmfa Penis
were affected b? the Erofion of’ t‘hr: Urethra, and
fo'caufe the wracking Pain in ‘making Watt:r,
and the Chordee. Boerbaave fays, the Utethra
has nothingin common with the {pungy Bodies of
the Yard, that it is compofed of two membra-
nous Teguments, between whom lies a fine fun--
gous Subftance; filled with Blood in the hi gh
Fervency of amorous Defires, and quahﬁed to
caufe the Erection of the Glans, and Corpus ca-
vernofum Utrethrze, without any Afiiltance from
the Erectores, or Ccrrpora cavernofa Penis ; * but
this Qualification is the Confequence of the ve-
nereal Erofion in the Urethra; that particular
Stimulus is only capable to produce the Chor-
dee which is known from other Eretions of
the Yard, by its Curvity, and therefore a Pa-

thognomonic, or diftinguithing Sign of thc*
Clap. |

The
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- The bending of the Yard in-a Chordee, fliows
that the erector Mulcles ean be but flightly, * or
impartially affeéted in that Symptom, and happy
for us they are not, for their Power, fuperior to
Refiftance of the Accelerators, muft encreafe

~ the Cdmpre{ﬁon, and incline. the Penis/'to a

Straightnefs ; a Direttion in this State, attend-
ed with horrid Pain, which all Men have expe-
rienced who were ever clap’d. 'When wanton
Defires warm the Blood, and fet the animal Spi-
rits agog, their Influence on the ere¢tor Mulcles
raifes the Yard, which always recedes from the
Curvity, in Proportion to the Stiffnefs of that
Member, and by this Means, the Urethra is fo
extended, that it caufes intolerable Pain, and
often a Laceration of it Fibres, with great Ef-
fufion of Blood. © '

Hence it is clear, that the Chordee depends
on the Acccleratores Mufcles, and the Elonga-
tions of their Fibres, for when they check the
Courfe of the returning Blood in the Veins
that Fluid inflates the Corpus cavernofum, and
comprefies the Urethra, caufing the Pain and
Curvity of the Yard; thus this Symptom it ac-
counted for, independent of Dottor Cockburn’s
Theory, and by confidering what has been faid,
the Difference will eafily appear between it and
all other preternatural EreClions, they owing

D 3 their
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Of th FLUOR-ALBUS,

Sbewing the Difference between that Dy&rdfr
and a Virulent Gonorrhea.

"_"j, HOSE who h_ave treated of the
§ Clap are very imperfeCt in  their
i Defcriptions, of the Seat and Symp-
ee=—oaai toms of that Diforder, in the fair
Sex, which is the Caufe of all the Difficulties,
in perceiving the Difference between it and the
Fluor-albus, a Diftinétion of great Confequence
“to Women, not only in Regard to.their Charac-
ters, but their Health, the one oftentimes taken
for the other, to the great Prejudice of the Pa-
tient; I fhall make it appear, that thofe Errors
are owing to their not fixing on the Seat of each
Difeafe as they ought, nor attending to the Na-
ture of the Symptoms, with the Cure requifite
to point out the Circumftances in which they
confent or difagree, a Supinenefs to be fome-
times found in the beft Authors; thus the learn’d
Aftruc look’d upon this Affair to be fo very in-

tricate, that he thought it a doubtful Thing, and
' would
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would not undertake to determine the Difference,
or point out the Criterion between thofe Difeafes
and thus obferves, ¢¢ But if theSeat of the Gonor-
rheea thould be in the Glands of the Vagina, as
it {frequently is, we muft confefs, that then even
Infpection of the Parts will give no light into this
‘Affair, fince the Whites take the fame Paffage,
therefore we muft ftill remain in Doubt, till by
the open Confeflion of the Patient herfelf, her
Hufband, or the Man the had to do with, the
T'ruth appears.” If this Gentleman had confi-
dered, that the Symptoms of a Difeafe pointout
the Seat and Parts affected, he would not have
thought that the Gonorrheea ever fhew’d itfelf in
the Vagina, for that Part in no particular, ean
produce the Symptoms of a Clap.

Every Part, when difeas’d, has its proper
Symptoms, which are Signs that fome particular
_Funftions or Actions belonging to that Part,
are impeded or hurt 3 if the Struture and Office
of all the Parts of the Body were the fame, then
it would be difficult tojudge between them 3  but
fince every Part has its diftinét Employment,
and peculiar Bufinefs, an Injury of any of the
Faculties belonging to that Part, will be imme-

'diateiy revealed to him, who knows the Ufe of

“it, and his Obfervations will enable him to dif-
~ cover the Nature of the Ailment,

Morbi
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this Occafion, to guide us, we might caufe here-
after, toenquire for a Symptom, that can deter-
mine between them, thatis, never be able to find
out the Difference.

¥ can’t poffibly miftake the Doctor’sMeaning,
for after faying all that he did in this Affair, that
is after ufing all Arguments, he thus concludes,
—And therefore as all the Symptoms in a Gonor-
rheea, and Fluor-albus of 3 Woman, are fo
much alike, whatever their Effects may be when
improperly cured, they do not afford any pathog-
nomonical Sign, which can be taken from the
Place of the Running, or any Difference of its
Colour, but all its Signs are Prudential Collecti-
ons only, unlefs the Running be attended with
Shankers, or other Symptums peculiar to a Go-
norrheea, —From this it is plain, the Dolor
knew no Difference between the IFluor-albus and
avirulent Gonorrheea, if Shankers did not appear,
or other Symptoms peculiar to a Gonorrheea;
but he tells you above, that the Symptoms of a
¥luor-albus and a Gonorrheea, are fo muchalike,
that they do not afford any pathognomonical Sign,
and therefore a Fluor-albus muft be a Clap, and
a Clap a Fluor-albus, unlefs Shankers appear, or
other Symptoms peculiarto a Gonorrheea, for the
Doctor knew no Symptom peculiar to a Fluor-
albus to point out the Difference ; and yet it
can be demonftrated, that the Fluor-albus, tho’
I attended

- "
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attended with many Symptoms, agrees but in
the Running with a Gonorrheea, all its other
Signs are pathognomonical, and diftinguith it as
plain from that Diforder, as a Diflocation is
known from a Fraéture,

I take it for granted, that no one will deny that
the Parts belanging to the Fair Sex, which I
have defcribed, muft be the only ones affected
in a Gonorrhcea, who confiders that Heat of
Urine, with the Tingling and Inflation of thofe
Parts, are the only Symptoms joyn’d to the Run-
ning, and involuntary Ereftion of the Clitoris,
that conftitute the Gonorrhcea, for it is impofii-
ble that the Injury of any other Parts indepen-
dent of thofe, could produce thefe Signs, there-
fore the Clap cannot be in the Vagina, as Dottor
Aftruc and Doctor Cockburn aflert ; nor can the
Fluor-albus ever poflefs thofe Parts, this Difor-
‘der feizing on the Ducts, or Outlets thro’ which
the Menftrua us’d to be difcharg’d, and that
thofe Paffages are in the Vagina, appears from
the Obfervationsof Anatomifts, who have found
purulent Colle&ions there, fuppofed to proceed

from ftagnant Menfes in grown Maids, the
Hymen imperforate.

Aftruc and Cockburn are not fingular in this
Affair, Numbers of great Men have run into
the fame Errors, by allowing too heedlefly for

Fa&ts
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Facts,. what they had feen in the Wntmgs of thc 3
learned, but if I can make it ‘evident from unde-
niable Authority, thata Clap can appear without
any poffibility of the Vagina being affected, would
it not look like Gbﬁmacy, notwuhﬂandmg to

fay, that that Diforder has its Seat there.

" Vidi o gﬂ'a.fﬂar Annis tre;s Puellas, unam qui-

 dem nonum ABtatis Annum agentem, alias 2¢ra

ambas, [ex vel Septem duntaxat Annos natas, que
tres omnes, fingule laborabunt Gonorrbed wrﬂfsmq 7

quam ipfarum Matres app&ﬁa&aﬁf Fluorem- :zféﬂm,
mibi dicentes fe Mirari quomodo [uz Filie atate

adeo puerili, hoc morboe laborarent : fﬂ?}# autem bas

innocentes Puellas ~ prefentibus earum Matribys
‘Examinaviflem, et Vifitaviffem, naturamque illa-

rum Morbi bene agnoviflem, quemvis nulla externa-

rum Vulve partium appareret manifefta Divulfio,
fve Dilaceratio, ex qud credi potuiffet, illas Puel-
lgs reverd papas fuiffe, integram Membri virilis
introdutionem, effeci ut ipfe Confefle fint, cum
multo majori Matrum Admiratione, [e camp%gﬂ'#;-
fuille @ nefariis Famulis (Igne ob Fedifimun illud
Flagitium Dignis) quorum impuro Contally Gonor-
rbad illé virnlentd fuerant affelle.  Hec Exrmp!a
gue bis ipfe Occulis Vidi, mibi perfuadere pqﬂffnr
fimilem potius Gomorrbeam forfan fuiffe, quam
Fluorem-album, quo Fernelius dicit, fe widiffe
Puellan Qfiavo Atatis Ao Affiictam. Mau-

riceau de Muhchn Fluxu. |
Hav;ng

dscamdidiie e fwa'te ena b
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Havmg fome Knuwledge in_the: Theory and:
Pra&xce of . Mu:'[wﬁry, wu:h the Advantage of
lmprmrmg it by the Lectures and Inflrutions of

ne of the greateft Mafkers in that Art, whichis
?uundecf intirely on the Strature and Ufe of the
arts of Generation belonging to the fair Sex,
it will be reafonable to imagine, that I have ufed
fume Endeavours to inform myfelf of the Nature
Qf thofe Difeafes they are fubject to; and indeed
as far as my poor Capacity enables me to judge,
I carinot help faying, that I look u pon that Part
nf Phyfick which treats of thofe Diftempers, to
be the moft deficient of any belonging to the Sci-
énce ; and this Imperfection is as confplcunus
from the ill Succefs attending the Methods of
Cure in a Fluor-albus, as in any other Ailment
belonging to Wornen.

I could fay a great deal in Relation to this
Diforder, whichis very eafily cured in the Be-
ginning, but frequently taken no Notice of till
it puts on dreadful Appearances, and becomes
very difficult of Cure, and in many Cafes irre-
mediable ; but my Bufinefs is only to point out
the Difference between this Difeafe and the Clap,

fo that one may not be miftaken fer the
- other,

" The Fluor-albus, a Diforder pe.culiar to the
Fair Sex, is a Flux of Humours of a milky Co-

lour,
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lour, and Conﬁ{tc_nce, but this varies, being

fometimes thicker and fometites thinner, as the
Quantity is lels or mote. The Colour is alfo
changeable, according to the Continuance of the
Difeafe, for from its firft Appearance, it has ali
the intermediate Tinges, from the briny Caft to
the wheyith or pale Yellow: It flows thro’ the

fame Veflels by which the Menfes wercevacuated,

for it never thews itfelf but upon an Obftruétion
of the Catamenia, or rather the Difappearance of
the Catamenia, is owing to the Fluor-albus; for
when the Hypogaftric, capillary Arteries of the
Vagina, are fo weakened as to produce this Dif-
order, the continued Drain prevents the Plethora,
the immediate Caufe of the Menfes, fo that the
old Obfervation diftingtiithing the Gonorrhcea
from the Fluor-albus, by its difcovering itfelf all
the Time of the menftrual Difcharge may hold
good, although it is reckon’d an uncertain Sign,
by thofe who don’t confider that the Supplies of
the Menfes are expended by the  Fluor-albus,
and that for this Reafon, they can never {ubfift
together, when the Flow of the Fluor-albus is
any way confiderable. Indeed it muft be allow’d
upon fome extraordinary Cafualties, or accidental
Plethoras, there are Profluvia which cannot be
called the Whites, but they are not periodical,
and are inflar Lotionum Carnis mnon Rubi=
cunda.

Authors
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Authors in their Writings on this Difeafe,
have delivered them{elves in as dubious a manner
as Oracles, their Senttments ‘may be applied pro
and cen with the fame Propriety, it beinga Que-
ftion whether the Fluor-albus precedes, or fol-
Jows the Menftrua. A very great Man comparing
the Menfes to a Rector of a Parifh, fays, that
the Fluor-albus is fometimes the Verger, and
fometimes the Vicar; that is, it fometimes goes
before, and fometimes performs the Office of the
Catamenia, fo that whether you prove it to be
either a Forerunner or a Follower, he is of your
Opinion.

It would be endlefs to relate all the Contradic-
tions and Abfurdities to be met with in the De-
fcriptions of this Diforder, the only Way to
avoid falling into the like Error, is to take Na-
ture for our Guide, who will prevent our going

aftray, and lead us through all thofe perplexing
Mazes and Difficulties. ‘

I have faid, that the Fluor-albus is a Follower
of the Menfes, and am pretty certain they never
fhewed themfelves before thefe appeared, there-
fore to have a Conception of them, itwill be ne-
ceffary to give fome Account of the Menfes.

The Menfes are undoubtedly cauled by a Ple-
thora, but to account for that Plethora, has not

been
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What I have faid, will give a general Ncpun *
. of a Plethora and the Menfes, but to have a
clearer Perception of the Nature and Caufe ﬂf the
Fluor-albus, it will be neceffary to be a little
mhore particular, wherefore it muft be confidered
that every Ariery, as it ends, divides into three.
Bram:hes, the middle runs to a Vem, into whu:h,
it pours the thickeft Part of tl the Bl lood 3 the late-:
ral Branches, as they are fmalier, and more ten-
der, receive the fineft and moft fubtil Part of
thal: Fluid, one of thofe Branches terminates.in.aj
Gland, the other in a lymphatic Vcﬂe] 5 it muft
likewife be obferved, that the hypﬂgaﬁrlc Veins.
ate without Valves,  which are to thofe Veflels,
what Flood Gates are to Canals, defign’d to pre-
vent a Reflux of their Streams ; nor is this Defect
fupplied by the Compreflion of Mufcles,” which
might contribute to propel the Blood on towards
the Heart ; therefore thofe Veins; by receiving
eonftantly more Blood, ' from the middle Extre-
mities of , the Arteries; than they are able to re-
mit,; beceme fo full and diftended, that they are
incapable of helding more, and put a Stop to the
Blood flowing through their correlponding Ar-
teries; hence the lateral Branches are obliged to
receive that Flnid; which, while the Circulation,
remained uninterrupted, . admitted nothing but
pure Lymph 3 thefe Veffels, thus replete; and
unable to make an Oppofition, to the Preffure

of the incumbent Blood, their Coats finer and
E thinnef
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thinner than thofe of the middle Extremities, they
are forced to give Way, and let that Fluid run

freelj? out, which continues to do fo, until the

contraétive Power of the Heart and Arteries is
leffened, that is, till the Plethora be reduc’d,

which makes Room for the Blood, impeded in

the hypogaltric Veins, by the Fullnefs to return
to the Heart ; and the Stop thus removed, the

Blood fows thro’ its wonted Channels; but the
Plethora frequently returning, and diftending
thofe tender yielding Veffels, weakens them by
Degrees, fo that they cannot make their former

Refiftance, to the Impreflions of the circulating

Fluids, whofe moft humid Parts conftantly
leaking thro® them, are the Fountains from
whence the Fluor-albus {prings.

Thus we fee that the Fluor-albus is a natural
Confequence of the Menfes, and fo effentially an
Attendant on them, that very few Women ef-

cape the Diforder, and the Reafon appears very
plainly from what has been faid, which, likewife

eafily accounts for all the Accidents that can pof-

fibly happn:n to thofe labouring under that Di-
feafe. -

The Womb is ufually reputed to be the main
Source of the Menfes, and confequently the chief

Seat of the Fluor:albus 3 but I muft own, Ithink

b o 18 o e I b i vt L <

it contributes little, or nothing, to the Subfift-
ence
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ence of either, if it does, it muft be in the Time
of Geftation, or in thofe who have fuffered fo
much in Labour; that the Uterus never could
recover its former Tone, but remains in a con-
ftant State of Relaxation ; in Maids and barren
Women, the Womb; 1n 1ts natural Situation, 1s
of foinconfiderable a Magnitude, fo compact and
firm, that the Blood Veflels it contains, cannot
pofiibly give Way to the flight Impreflions, that
produce the Menfes ; the Cafe may be otherwife
in that wonderful Change this Part undergoes in
Pregnancy, fuch large Arteries and Veins are
then expanded, and difcovered to View, that we
are aftonifhed at the Sight of thofe capacious
Vefiels, and admire how Nature can contrive to
involve them in Quoils, fo fmall as not to be feen,
but in a State of Feecundity, or fome Difeafe
that unfolds and ftretches them out ; in either of
thefe Cafes I think it may be poflible, a Plethora
in the Conftitution, that a Strefs may be laid on
the uterine capillary Arteries, and force out a
Difcharge. But thisis a Suppofition barely pro-
bable ; for Women, efpecially in warm Climates,
frequently have their Menfes very copioully to
the fixth or {eventh Month, nay, perhaps the
whole Time of Pregnancy, the Os Tines
glew’d fo clofe, that not a Drop can pafs thro’,
therefore it is evident; they muft flow from the

Vagina, which feems for {everal weighty Reafons
E 2 1o
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to be the Canal appointed by Nature at all Times
to carry off the menftrual Difcharge.

But as the Knowledge of the Seat of a Diforder

15 of the greateft Advantage imaginable in the
Practice of Phylick, and as I hope I have made
it appear, that the hypogaftric Arteries termina-
ting on the infide of the Vagina, are the Foun-
tains from whence the Menfes flow, I fhall
prove from fome of “the moft efteemed Authors,
that the Fluor-albus hééij&_,}fit fame Origin.

Etenim fi Virgines [atis amplas babebant Uteri
Venas, ut per earum Dullus Menfes ordinarii fluere

valeant 5 quidni etiam Fluores-albi per eafdem vias

Rillare poterunt. River. de Fluore Muliebri.

- Fluor-albus Uterinas, nibil aliud eft, quam inor-
dinatus bumorum Fluxus, qui Manare folent exiif-

dem Vafis, per quafit Menfirua Purgatio. Mau-
riceam de Muliebri Fluxu.

Ita reftrictis Menfibus, a Sanguinis Redundantii
Oritur Fluor-albus. Friend. Emmenol,

Having thus placed the Fluor-albus in the
Vagina, I thall give fome further Teftimonies,
that the Clap has not its Seat in that Paffage.

Gonorrbera

i s i i i e il e B e i B i i R il Patiial B
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Gonorrbea fluit non ex Uteri Fundo, neque ex
Vafis Spermaticis, [ed ex quodam Glandulofo Corpore
inftar proffatarum Glandularam Collacoto verfus,
Meatum Urinarium, et circa totum Vefice Collum,
quod quidem tunc Temporis intumefcit, atque in-
flammatione inficitur, propter illsus Humoris Acri-
moniam, ita wt Mulier Urinam Reddens, laboret
Urente doloris acerbo Senfu, cum Ardore Vicinarum
Partiuin que tote apparent obduile mucofd qud-
dam illuvie fubviridi, que aliquando tam acris eff,

ut bas Purtes Ulceret. Mauriceau de fux.
Muliebr,

Quippe in Mulieribus non Uterus, aut ejus Vagi-
na Gonorrbaa [edes cft fed Pars illa Glandulis re-
ferta, et in inferiore, ac anteriore Vagine Parte
prope Meatus Urinarii Exitum. Charlton. in
Tradtatu de Catameniis,

What thofe reputable Authors fo pofitively
aver, with Relation to the Seat of the Clap in
Women, are not the Diltates of Hearfay or
Conjeture, their Aflertions were founded on
Reafon, and evident Demonftrations fupport the
Credit of what they advance, for if the Parts
they have defcribed, be not the Seat of the Dif-
order, from whence arife their Heat, FErofion,
and Intumefcence, or what caufes the Sharpneis
of Urine and Strangury, if the Meatus Urina-
rigs is not affected, it may be faid that Ulcersin

E 3 the
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the Vagina dropping a corrofive, acrid Humour,
runmng over thofe Parts, might fret them, and
excite all the Symptoms of a virulent Gonor-
rheea ; but this is begging the Queftion, for ir
has been proved, beyond Contradiction, that the

Clap can be produc’d, and the Vagina nct partl-
cipate of that Diforder. '

If therefore the very individual Symptoms
fhould, at ali Times appear, with the fame Com-
plaints in a Gonorrhaea, as in thofe Cafes in which
there is no Poffibility that the Vagina can be af-
fe€ted ; is it not reafonable to conclude, that the
Parts difeafed muft be always the fame, tho’ there
may be an Alteration of fome Circumftances, I
mean in Regard to the Parts, notto the Symp-
toms? Let one of the Fair Sex be married, or
not, if fhe has a Sharpnefs of Urine, a Tingling, |
and flight Inflammation of all the Parts without
the Orifice of the Vagina, and that they appear
covered with a yellowifh, acrid Mucus, which
heats and galls them, and which, tho® wiped off
is known to weep from thofe Parts; I fhould,
without the leaft Hefitation, pronounce her
clap’d, for it is impoffible, that thofe Signs can
appear without that Diforder, and it is likewife
ceriain, that the Vagina can, in no Indifpofition
caufe an Identity of fuch Symptoms ab Origine,
I'll grant, that thro® Carelefnefs, the Matter of |

the
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the Fluor-albus lying long on thofe Parts, may
heat and fret them, caufing flight Inflammation,
Erofions, and Heat of Urine, Symptoms that
appear at once in a Gonorrheea, but if ever they
happen in a Fluor-albus, they are the Confe-
quences of Time, and accompanied with other
Signs that put the Exiftence of that Diforder out
of Difpute. Befide, in thofe Circumftances, a
Woman, ill to the laft Excefs, cannot commu-
nicate the Symptoms of a Clap to her Hufband,
or any Man that cohabits with her, bic enim
Morbus nunquam nifi & Contagiofd Fenere, OQriri
deprebenfus eff, Boerh. de Lue Ven.

The fuppofing a Woman to have long laboured
under a Fluor-albus, with all its Signs, and to
difcover that fhe has contrated aClap, tho’ fhe
ftedfaftly affirms the contrary, is the Cafe of the
greateft Difficulty in this Affair, and yet it can
be eafily decided.

Make a long, foft Peflary, of fpungy or im-
bibing Materials, large enough to accommodate
itfelf to the Sides of the Vagina, and obturate its
lower Orifice, upon introducing this, if an Qoz-
ing is perceiv’d, after the Parts have been cleaned
about the Prominence of the Urethra, or that
any Matter can be fqueezed from them, then we
may take it for granted it proceeds from the Clap,

® o4 for
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'for thofe Parts can never be the Seat of the
Fluur albus, for Rea—.ﬁ:rns alreadv gwcn.

If the Parts difeafed, in'a Clap, are cxcoriated
from an Acrimony of the Humours in the Fluor-
albus, the Orifice and Vagina muft be in the
fame Cc-ndltmn ; butitis the contrary in a Clap,
for they are quite free fmm Injury.

Ceterum qui certior effe velit, Pudenda infpiciat
ita enim Partes Urethre contiguas, in quibus,
Lacunarum modo memoratarum, Exitus terminan—
tur, mucofd quidam Materid confpercatas, ac in-
terdum etiam exulceratas deprebendet, reliquis ¥a-
gine partibus interim vecle fe babentibus, cujus
Contrarium in Fluxu Albo veperiri aﬂbﬁﬂr. Charl-
ton in Tract. de Catameniis. |

Having accounted for the Fluor-albus, and

where fituated, confidered it in the greateft Prox-

imity to the virulent Gonorrheea, and fhewn
from Authors of undoubted Credit, how to di-
{tinguifh between them, in Regard to the Parts
affeCted ; it will be alfo neceflary to know from
the Symptoms, in what they conlent or difa-
gree,

The Fluor-albus, and Gonorrheea, have ng
51rrt1 in Common but the Running, which as tq
Q_anmj.r, is not [ufficient to point out the Diffe,

rence
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rence between them, tho’ generally the Fluxin
the former is more abundant, but the Quality
of the Difcharge, and the proper Symptoms of
each Diltemper manifeltly particularize the Di-
ftinction. The Running in the Fluor-albus does
not {mell fo ftrong, is whiter and thinner, and
flows without Pain : I have already mentioned
the Quality of the Running, and other Symp-
toms of a Gonorrhcea, I fhall therefore take
Notice only of the Signs peculiar to a Fluor-
albus, which can be all accounted for from the
Defcription given of the Caufe of that Diforder.
Women who bear Children are more fubjeét to
this Infirmity than Maids, or Ladies of Pleafures
moft Women are more liable to it in Pregnancy

than at other Times, becaufe the Menfes are fup-
Prtih

Exiftente Obfiruitione Vaforum bujus Parltis,
per que menfiruns Sanguis fluere deberet, ex illis
Vafis folum diftillat ferofior Humor, qui Con-

vertitur in Fluorem-album, Mauriceau Mulibr.
Flux,

The Running depriving the Blood too much
of its Humidity, caufes a Lentor or Sizynefs,
ip that Fluid, a Defetion in the Circulation,
and a Laffitude or Heavinefs in the Conftitution,
which weakens the Habit of Body, caufes a Pale-
pels of Countenance, Lofs of Appetite, Loath-

ing
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ing of Food, Difficulty of Breathing, a Bloting
or Fullnefs about the Eyes, Oedematous Swel-
lingé, chicfly of the Legs and Ankles, often a
great Pain in the Back, Palpitation of the Heart,
with Swoonings, Lownefs of Spirits, and other
Hyfterick Complaints, tho’ not in fo great a De-
gree as where there isan Obftruction of the Men-
fes, without the Fluor-albus, for thisin a great
Meafure carries off the Plethora, the remote
Caufe of hyfteric Diforders. if this Flux is ftub-
born and continues long, it brings on hetic
Fevers, and by relaxing the Vagina and Liga-
ments of the Womb, caufes Defcents of the
Matrix, Inteftines of the internal vaginal Mem-
brane, with Polypuffes, Schirruffes, Cancers,
e,

A due Confideration of the Caufe, the Nature,
and Effeéts of the Fluor-albus, will rationally
Point out a Method of Cure, if not permitted to
run to great Lengths, the antecedent Caufe is
owing to the Plethora producing the Menfes,
and the immediate Caufe arifes from the Impref-
fions of the Plethora, overcoming the Refift-
ance of the capillary Hypogaftric Arteries, and
weakening their Tone, the Cure then muft
depend on fuch Medicines as have a Regard
to the Degree of the Plethora, as well as to

the Relaxation of the Veflels, fo that whatever
18
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R s
Of the Cure of a C LAP by Purging.

# 3<% Have obferved, that a virulent Gonor-
1 N® rheeais a critical Difcharge of the ve-
k&%ﬁ nereal Contagion, and am pofitive,
that a right Management of the Run-

ning is the only Means to free the infected Perfon
entirely from its bad Confequences. This, all
Authors feem to agree in, and are moftly unani-
mous in their Opinion, with Regard to purging,

as a Method the beft calculated toaccompliththe =

Intention.

In Remediis Catharticis, quantum buc ufgue Ufu
Comperimus, Curationis omnis Cardo vertitur, Syd,
Epift. Relp.

- No Doubt the pocky Poifon was fufpeéted ta
have tainted the Blood, and purging was fuppo-

fed to be the only Means, efpecially joined with

Mercurials, to purify the Habit of Body effectu-

ally, and carry off the Virus; and this Courlfe, 3

according to Sydenbam, was to be continued daily.
' Doneg

B
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Donee Urine Adrdor, et Color flavus Materie femi-

niformis admodum imminuantur, poftea alternis
Drebw, donec Hamar ﬁrﬁare prarfas cefferit.

Notwﬂhﬂandmg this great Man’s Advice,
Experience convinces me, that purging an{wers
no other End in the Cure of a Clap, but to en~
courage the Poifon to enter into the Blood, and
this I learned chiefly from obferving the Effeéts
of the very Method he recommends, which, with:
little or no Variation, is the Manner of Cure
prefcribed by almoft all Authors,

Surgeons in the Army, who for Numbers of
Years attend on a certain Set of Men, malft havc
Opportunities of perceiving the Confequencesof.
the feveral Means ufed in the Cure of their ve-
nereal Diforders, and from hence I will boldly
affirm, that purging in a Clap is no more a cer-
tain Remedy, than Salivation alone is in a Pox ;
that both are demonftrative to the human Con-
fticution, and that a compleat Cure may be had

for each Ailment, without Recourfle to the one
or the other.

If we enquire into the Nature of Purges, and
the Manner of their Operation, we fhall find,
that all Cathartics of the vegetable Kind, arehot,
acrid, and pungent ; thofe of the mineral, fharp,
and corrofive, that both aét by a Simulus irritat-

ino
ing
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ing the Fibres of the Inteftines, and exciting thetfi

to difcharge their Contents 3 and unlefs the Purge

is very ftrong, it runs off in thofe Evacuations,
and the Jumble ceafes; but if it lays faft hold of
the inteftinal Glands, and corrodes their Duéts,
Juices are turned off, that fhould fupply other

Secretions, which will certainly embarrafs the

Animal (Economys for the Encreafe of one Eva-
cuation is the Diminution of another, and a Defi-
ciency of Humours in any particular Part, muft
be injurious 3 and this is fo confpicuous, that if
any clap’d Man will but give himfelf the trouble
to obferve, he’ll find that the Day he takes Phy-
fick, the Heat of Urine and Chordee will be
much increas’d, for purging leffening the Quan-
tity of Urine, hinders the venereal Salts for be-
- ing wafh’d off, and diflolved fo plentifully as
they would, which makes their Combinations

ftronger, and gives them more Power to be
troublefome.

No Purge has any fpecifick Virtue, they all
alt by their Acrimony, which blifters and erodes
the Parts it fixes upon, caufing Pain and Flux-
ion, the Support of what they lavifh,

But the chief Objection I have to Catharticks
is the Derivation of Humours they caufe towards

the Centre, and confequently an Abforption of

the
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the venereal Poifon into the Blood ; for if we al.
low the Matter in a Clap to be impregnated with
the Virus, is it not a prepofterous Thing to purge?
fince purging apparently abates the Running, and
diverts it from a Channel where it might go off

with Safety, to Places ever attended with
Danger.

‘When a Shanker, Bubo, or any other Swell-
ing or Eruption appears in a venereal Conftitu-
tion, itis produc’d by Nature, with a Defign that
the pocky Contagion fhould be, by thofe Means
expelled ; this is always her Intention, but it is
expedient fometimes to divert her from her Pur-
pofe, as when a Lodgement of the venereal
Matter is made on the Tefticles, Proftata, and
neighbouring Parts in the Urethra, which Parts
are taken, by the Majority of Writers, to be the
principal Seat of the Diforder, but Ibelieve erro-
neoufly 3 for I have fréquently noticed the Virus
arriving at thofe Parts, to caufe great Pain, In-
flammation, and Suppreflion of Urine. I have
al{o {feen Suppurations attend them, which burft-
ing thro’ the Perineeum, open new Paffages to
the Urine, which foon caufes the Sinufes it fows
thro’ to become Fiftulous; therefore to prevent
thofe terrible Confequences, or an Apoftumartion
of the Tefticles, all judicious Surgeons follicit
the venereal Matter to remove into the Blood,

which -
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which they effe& by bleeding, purging, keeping

ftrictly to a thin and cooling Reg:mr:n, with the
Application of emollient, aftringent, and mode-
rately repelling Fomentations and €ataplafms ;
and often when the Symptoms are ftubborn, and
wont yield to thofe Means, Recourfe is had to
mercurial Evacuations, who make fuch p{}w:rful‘
Revulfions, that they feldom fail of Succefs, but
the Patient muft be of an excellent Habit, to re-
ceive no Prejudice from the Shock.

In thofe Cafes, notwithftanding the prefent
Relief thofe Evacuations procure, we are not o
imagine that they have carried off the venereal
Taint ; on the contrary, if the Running does not
Immedlately return or a Bubo appear, " other
Meafures muft be taken, asa greater Secuntjr
againft the Poifon.

- Thus we fee it is in the Power of Surgeons
to make Diverfions ab Exteriore, ad Interiorem,
and how it is done by purging Nanody can in-
form us better than Boerbaave.

' Sl Y15 1717 R

Omma wré' Pﬂ'rgamm mindunt Refiflentiam, in
Vafis intefinis proximis; undi vi Atmofphore co
deducitur plus liguidi, quod fit queque a Comtrafii=
one, aut Elafticitate Vaforum, ¢t fi per violentas
purgationes reileratas valde minnatur Refiflentia
in Inteftinis, omnis Lympha ad vafa eorum inanita
| deducetsr
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dediicitur, ibigue cjufdem fier Excretio,  giaprope
ter ex omni Corporis Parte, per Cathartica, Ly
pha expelli poteft 2 Hugus Copia tanta quandoqué:
effe pm‘qﬂ, us peﬂr Fidem Sﬂpm; D¢ Lue Ve-
nerei.

. Wﬂ fee that: pi.irgmg and m&rcunal Difcharges;
have a Power to divert the Virulency from a
Place wha;-r: it fixes upon, and feduce it into the
Blood; therefore it is reafonable to bElltVE, that
thole Remedies will have the fame Effects; ‘P{hpr[
given in a Clap, and detive the Contagion inta
the Habit, for the Laws of Nature are mvmlablq
with Regard to the Operation of Medicines,
who anfwer their Ends conftantly by the fame
Effeéts, let the Intention of ' the Prefcriber-bg
what it wilk ; skl w2din

" ‘But admitting the Infection may be carried,off
in Evacuations by Stool; has not the Virus infi-
fiitely more Chances to vyitiate the Juices this
Way, and make the Cure more tedious than,
if at Liberty, to pafs through the Urethra, the
‘€hannel appﬂmted b}r Nature, for its E&-
-pulﬁcm e 5%

Merewcr, i d'un £ I;ngw apy thmg mﬂrﬂ de-
ftruétive to the Conflicution than purging, Pam-
tularly as it is ufually infifted on in the Cure of a
"Clap; it caufes Sicknefs, hutts the Stomach, im-
pairs the Strength, lays a Foundation for Gleets
and fﬂmmal Weaknefs, fteals the Juices off in

F cotli-
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colliquative Fluxes, cipecially in delicate and heea:
tic Habits, and induces a Lentor into the Blood.
- of the moft robuft and beft Conftitutions, which.
difpofes them to Fevers, and many other Difor~

ders. I can affirm from Experience, that I have.
known thofe Milchiefs, and a great many more,
take their Rife from purging, and am certain,
that Numbers have been undone by it ; but the

Authority of feveral confiderable W_'-riters will be

of more Weight to depreciate I:_hem in the Repu-
- tation of the World, than any Thing T can offer

to their Prejudice, if I can fhew from them that

they condemn their Ufe. 7 %

‘Boerbaave, in a Dropfy -'wh'ere Chathartics
are reckoned to' be  of more Service than in any-
other Difeafe, thus obferves of them,

1oSed tunc -illy -eodens. Remedid: (feil Purgatione)
quo educis Aguam, debilitas Corpus, Labefaiias
Vifcera, et fundis Sanguinem, Sydenbamus in Re-
liguis fideliffimus Conduélor, bic paululum wmale
meruit, quia Veteres mon confuluit, [fed ex iis quos

dpfe in fua Praxividerat -_Cﬂﬁf-fi Univerfales Regu-

las pro boc Morbo curando condere voluity nen fine
Dolore rﬂmm;ﬁ*ﬁr eorum que feci Experimentorum,
dum in primd med Praxi, wmultes Homines by’:a
Methodis perdidi. Boerh. Annat. de Hydrope.

As old an Author as Celius Aurelmﬁw ﬁndr ,'

Fault with purging,

Utuntar

¥
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Usuntur etiam purgativis Medicaminibus que Ca-
thartica vocaverunty boc eft Ventrem deducentibuss.

ex quibus Stomachus inficitury et emnis Nervofitas
vitiatur. Cal. Aurel. de Cephalza.

Afclepiades adbibet etiam Purgativa Medicami-
na, que Graci Cathartica vocaverunt, cum fint
bec Corraptive Vertutis, et propterea Corpus eli-
mando, confumant Potius, quam relaxant. Cel.
Aurel. de Paralyf. b3 T |

Riverius, a great Stickler for purging, fays,
In omni purgatione Agrotantis Vires validas, aut
Saltem mediocres, efle necefle ef,

“Habitus gracilis, tenuis, et laxus facilé exfolvi-
tur.  Inftit. Med. de Purgatione.

Sydenbam obferves that Cathartics have fome-
thing poifonous in their Nature.

Cum Remedia Purgantia (Scammoniata maximé
et id genus acria) Malignitatis quid piam in Cor-
pore relinquant, quod Nature tamen Committimus,
cujus Vi tandem [ubjugatur iftud, quid-quid eft Ve-
neni.  Epift. 2da Refpon.

It would be impofiible, one would think, for
{o many great Men to difapprove of purging, and
yet, notwithftanding, to find it in mighty Vogue,

I never recolle&, fays Boerbaave, without the
greateft Anxiety, the fatal Trials I bave made of
Cathartics, and the Number of Patients I loft
in my firft Pradtice, by thofe Methods.

F 2 The
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The Antients had very indifferent Opinfons of
Purges. Calius Aurelianus obferves, they hurt
the Emméach and deftroy the nervous Syftem 3
they are of poifonous Qualities, -and waﬁ‘e and |
confume the Conflitution.

* Riverius takes Notice, - that in purging, fflé
Patient fhould be ftout and robuft, at leaft, qf

middling Strength, for the flender, weak, and
lax Habit, eafily melts away. "And i

A Sydeﬂbam tells us, ther.e ,13 ,ﬁf:mething of a |
Malignity in all Purges, efpecially thofe of the
acrid and fcammoniate Kind, which remains in
the Body, and is left entirely totheManagemen;
of Nature, whofe Powers, at length, deﬂ:ruy
the Poifon. = .

One would 1magme, that fome extranrdmary _
Bencfits conftantly attend purging, finceitis ufed
after.fo many Cautions, founded on fuch weighty, 1
Reafons, prohibiting the Practice. I won’ttake
upon myfelf to fay, what are the Motives that
encourage thofe Proceedings, but thus much T
will avouch with Confidence, that I am conver-
verfant with the Operation of Purges, from the
moft gentle to the rougheft, and this makes me
thmk that there are more Virtues afcribed to- 8
thém than they deferve ; their greatelt Efficacy =
confifts in making fpeedy Revulfions, from Parts

dangerotfly aﬁ’e&cd in fotne parncular Difordersy

as, the Anging Aguofa, &c. But to prefcribe =
them =
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them deliberately Day by Day, asthey are or«
dered in the Cure of a Clap, would {oon reduce
a Conftitution, from the Stability of an Oak, ta
the Feeblenefs of a Bullruth, and probably pox
the Patient into the Bargain ; for if a_Purge has
not Power to carry off its own malignant Quas
lities, how can it be prefumed to have the Ability,
to difcharge the venereal Virus, therefore both
are committed to the Habit to be fubdu’d by
Nature, and very likely it won’t be known whe=
ther the was able to expel the Poifon, “till the
Canftitution begins to break, when the Pox may
be feen thro® all the Crevices,  foemetimes alone,
but oftener with the Gout, the Scurvy, Rheu‘—
-matlfm, and other chronic Dilorders.

I don’t know whether the Reafons T have of-
fered, againft purging in a Clap, will appear
conclufive, and deter others from ufing them ';
to me they have been fo convincing, that for
Years paft, I have laid no Strefs on Cathartics,
either in the venereal or any Difeafe, except in
‘Cafes as before obferved, that required a fpeedy
Revulfion, and where a defperate Remedy was
preferable to none; and Experience tells me, I
have been in the right, notwithftanding the ftrong
Prejudices Cuftem has eftablifh’d in Favour of
them ; but tho’ Cultom is refpeéted by fome, as
an undeniable Law, yetitis very often grounded
on Notions repugnant to the Rules of right
Reafon; and this is difcoverable in no Inftance

A S 53 more
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more than in purging fora Clap, which may be
very ealily perceived by any Perfon who makes
an impartial Enquiry into the Nature and Caufe
of the Difeafe, and who will be unbiafs’d in his

Judgment, with Regard to the Quality and Ver-
tue of the Medicine.

I hope No-body will think I would endeavour
to banifh Cathartics out of the Materia Medica.
I only hint at the frequent Ufe of the Scammoni-
ate, Aloetick, Mercurial, and Antimonial, Tantum
fortiores, Calidiores et acves, que fimul Febrim
augent. And even thofe, in fome very particu-
lar Cafes, cannot be difpenfed with; but the
mild and gentle Purges will, on many Occafions
be abfolutely neceffary, and extremely ferviceable,
Talia funt Lccoprotica, que Corpus inter Operan-
dum, non multum turbant, queque preier Ventri-
culi et Inteftinorum Contenta, Vix quidquam ¢
Corpore expellant, aut Saltem, wald? Pamm
Boerh. de Inflamatiane.

Tho’ there is no need even of thefe in a Clap,
but to prevent Coftivenefs, which the Medicine
I ufe effectually does,

CHAP,
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e e T

Of DIURETICS,

R3] U R E T I CS are Medicines that
8D @Y dilute and attenuate the Blood, and
'- -:7-?5'5{‘,.1,{f4l_;: other Juices, difpofing their more

ARMB ferous and humid Parts to go off in
greater Quantities thro’ the urinary Paffages,
and alfo to carry along with them the Dregs and

Impurities of thofe Fluids.

As there are different Degrees of Strength in
Purges, Diuretics likewife have feveral Grada-
tions, and both from the moft gentle Stimulus,
may be encreafed to the Violence of a Caulftic 3
hence appears the Neceflity of being well ac-
quainted with their Natures and Manner of Ope-
ration, left what is given to abate an Inflam-
mation, fhould be the Means of encreafing
it.

The Diuretics proper on this Occafion, are l
of a Texture, fo loofe and diffoluble, that they
mix moft intimately with the Blood, and the
Ufe of them, for afew Days, fo faturates the
whole Mafs, that if any Taint, or Contagion has
infected the Juices, or lies lurking in the fmall
TR Vefiels
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:-Veﬁcls, thpfe Menftruums caufe a Diffolution of
the Virulency, wath it away from the Habit,
and 18 expelled w:th them by fh’é urinary
Channels.

 Hac Vid plus pargatar Sanguis quam omni Eva-
exatione per Alvum, Diuretica enim in-ipfum San-
guinem agunt, unon vero Purgantia, adeogue per
bec Medicamenta in violentis Morbis, qui ad fin-

gula bene attendit, Crifin [alutarem [wpe numere
procurare poteft Medicus abfque notabili Corporis
Perturbatione, preeterea Renes [unt optimum San-
guinis Depuratorium, quoniam per eos iranfire
pa_ﬂ;?;m craffiores Sanguinis Paries. Bngrh. dc
Anxietate Febrili. :

- The Judgment of the Surgeon muft direét him
tn the Choice of the Diuretics, and Experience
pﬁmi’c confirm their Efficacy, otherwife his Inten-
tion will be fruftrated to the great Difappointment
or Damage of 'his Patient 5 if he ufes thofe that
are too feeble, the Malignity of the Difeafe wil]
not be expelled ; if too ftrong, they will lay a
great Strefs on the urinary Tubes, weaken their
"Tones, and be the Caufe of Gleets, Diﬂbttes,
and many other Complaints. E¢ per walidam
Vim impulfi Flmoris dilatant adeo Vafa, ut tota
Moles Corparis per bec loca Ruat, et pre Macie
fere defilianit Agri.  Boerh, de Lue Venered;

: But thofe Incun‘vvénicncﬁs can be moit naﬁi}
pr evented, and-T fhall therefore gbfcrvaj that
f;‘um

'E'
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from this Clafs of Medicines, a Remedy may be
compos’d, whofe Ufe requires no Confinement
or ‘I'rouble, foinnocent, that it may be taken
with great Advantage in Fevers, and yet fo ef-
fectual, that it thoroughly cures the Clap, car-
rying off, ina little Time, the Chordee and
Sharpnefs of Urine, its uneafy Attendants, and
indelible Marks of the Taint, which never dif-
appear till the Virus is fubdued,

Thofe Symptoms have. conftantly governed
my Conduét in the Cure of a Clap; while they
are prefent, the Virus is in the Urethra, and he
who prefcribes at this Time balfamic, drying, or
aftringent Things, inany Form whatever, either
does not underftand the Nature of the Difeafe, or
puts his Patient to the Hazard of a Pox,

that he may have the Reputation of curmg with
Speed.

Medicus Curaturus Gonorrbaam, duplici Intuite
agere debet. 1. Opem dare ut omuem Virofam
Jufceptam Materiam educas. et cavere ne retroeat,
vel alias Partes adbuc [anasirabat, 2. Ne tamen
Partes nimis laxet, ¢t flaccidas reddat. Boerh,
te Lue Vener.

All the Defignsin the Cure of a Gonorrheea,
fhould have Refpect to thofe two Views, and he
who by any Means can attain thofe Ends, with
Eafe and Safety, knows a Remedy not much
ufcd in publick Practice, ‘whofe Effectsarenot

. zbrought
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brought about by purging, which it is prerendecf
Drains off the veneréal Taint by Stool; nor by In-
Jeﬁlnns ftopping up the Poifon, - and driving it
into the Blood; nor by mercurial Evacuiztmns
caufing 2 Revulfion of the pocky Matter into
the Habit ; -nor by Balfamics agglutinating the
Duds of the urethral Glands, before the Viru-
1eﬁcy is difcharged ; ‘nor by mercurial Alterants,
Specifics, Frictions, Lotions; &c. which are fur-
mifed to have Qualities fo deftructive to the ve-
nereal Poifon, that they difarm, and quell the
Virus wherever they meet.

" But the Scope of Bm’rbawe’s Diretions will
be obtained by a Medicine communicating itfelf
to all the circulating Juices of the Body, frecing
them from their Vifcidities, and carrying off
their Impurities by Urine, without relaxing the
Parts, performing a perfect Cure, free from the
Apprehenfions of a Pox or Gleet, and requires
no very particular Management as to Diet or
Exercife, nor no Reftraint of any Kind, except-
from Excefles and Coition.

Aftruc thinks a Clap in the firft Stage or be-
ginning, fhould be treated as an inflammatory
Diforder, and prefcribes frequent Bleedings with
a cooling diuretick Regimen ; this he efteems
the mott rational Method to keep the Chordee,
and Heat of Urine under, but Bleeding caufes a
Derivation from the Parts affefted, therefore
Mooy thould

= "
L Yt B *
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fhould not be ufed but in a Plethora or Inflam-
mation. _

Quando Virus illud, ad Locum Urethre penetra-
wit, ubi Emiffaria Veficularum [eminalium aperiun-
tur et bec Ulcufeulo enato claudit, aut ipfas Vefi-
culasy, cum profiatis inflammat, tunc ipfe Teftis ci-
tiffimé intumefcit, nec poteft ille Tumor, et Inflam~
matio [edari, nifi largiffimé Miffione Sanguinis.
Boerh, de Lue Vener.

Bleeding, by emptying the Veflels, and lef-
fening the Motion, and impelling Force of the
Blood, gives an Opportunity to the obftructed
Parts, to fhake off the ftagnant Fluids, and
drive them into the Circulation ; therefore this
Operation always takes Place; when a Flux of
Humours falls upon a Part, whofe Suppuration
muft be prevented at any Rate, but except a
Plethora, in any other Cafe in this Diforder, it is
quite unneceffary, nay, not to be recommended,
fince it makes a Revulfion from the difeafed Part
into the Blood.

There are alfo Objections to this Gentleman’s
other Intention of Cure; the cooling and diure-
tic Regimen, as Expenfivenefs and Inconveni-
ence. Where is the Need of Bottles of Ptifans,
Apozems, and Decoétions, when a Paper of Pow-
der, a Morfel of Electuary, ora Couple of Pills
walh’d down with a Draught of Milk and W3-
ter, Small Beer, Tea, Capillaire, or any othey
Bl diluting

.
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diluting Liquor will do as well ; ‘befides all the
Diuretics he prefcnbes, loofen and relax the
Parts too much, giving a Difpofition ta Gleets,
and other Weaknefles, which are fufficiently
guarded againft in the Medicines I ufe, whofe
good Qualities will appear in the following Cale,
which is a Matter of Fact known to feveral, and
not cook’d up like many Obfervations, to impofe
on the Underftandings af the credulous,

When Marfhal Wade cummanded the ﬂrm}r
at the Camp of Gavre, a Bubo appeared in the
right Groin of a Gentleman, who was fo unwil-
ling to leave his Duty, that he tried all Means to
put it back ; but as repelling Applications, by
conftringing the Pores, and hindering Perfpira.
tion, confine the native Heat, which makes them
fometimes rather advance the Suppuration than
put it back ; it fo happened in this Cafe, for
in Spight of what could be done, the Apoftema-
¢ion came on, and he was fent to Guant ; the
‘Swelling was large, painful, and ftubborn; but
at length coming to an Head, the Matter was
difcharged by a Cauftic, and every Thing pro-
mifed well ; in fome Time, he was.advifed to go
abroad for the Benefit of the Air; the firft Day
he went out, tho’ brought very low, the Sight of
“an agreeable young Woman, whom he, as an
~old Sportfman, knew to be one of the Game,
“banifhed all the Thoughts of his late Sufferings,
fpmt{:d up hls Deﬁres, and gave him Brifknefs

“and

|
|
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|
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anﬂ 1Y"lgt::ufr,‘ he foon fettled the Prel’immancs
with the yielding Fair, and in four or five Days,;h
perceived that an humming Clap was the Fruits
of their Congrefs ; "this Affair dejefted him very
much, dreading the Confequences of his new
Diforder, his Strength much impaired, from tl‘k:
great Pain and D:fcharge of the Bubo; S

~ In this Situationit is eafily conceived, ‘th:It no
great Succefs could be expeéted from purgmg,
as that would promote his Weaknefs ; the Ad-
vantage of Balfamics is to dry up the Running,
before the pocky Matter is difcharged, and alt
Injeétions are either trifling or fufceptible of
caufing Injuries. Hﬂwwer,- the Patient found a
Remedy in my Medicine, with the Conjunction
of a nourithing Diet, to recover his Strenﬂt}t

and get the better of his Clap in lefs than g
Month, -

What gives the Preference to this Medicing in
a Gonorrheea, before any other I know of, 1is
its Suitablenefs to all Circumftances and Confti-
tutions 3 it may be taken with Benefit in a Fever
or any inflammatory Diforder, and will be of vaft
Service in the Jaundice, Gout, Scurvy, Rheu-
matilm, and other chronic Ailments where the
Juices of the Body are foul and fizy. It abfo-
Tutely takes away the Heat of Urine, and Chor-
dee, in a very few Days, after which the Cure is
ealily compleated ;- for frequent Erections, ‘befide
5 g ot encrealing
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encreafing the Inflammation, prefles the Viru.
lency higher up into the Urethra, which affect-

ing the Parts about the Bulb of that Paffage,
caufes very terrible Accidents.

Non Potui bos Homines curare, qui valdeé libinoft

Noity erigunt, quoniam walidé diftentis Partibus

dilacerantur,Ulcera, que incipiebant confolidare.

Ubi ipfe Veficule Seminales infefie funt tunc
oriuntur, omnia illa horrenda Mala, Erofiones

omnis Pinquedinis Inteflino refto circumpofite Fif~

tule teterrimé et feréinfanabiles, atque ipfius quan-
doque Urethra Erofio, ut per Perineum exeat
Urina. Boerh. de Lue Venerea.

All thofe dreadful Symptoms arife from wrong
' Proceedings, fince it is impoffible that thefe Parts
can ever be infected with a Clap in the Beginning,
this Diforder havingits feveral Stages, and grows
worfe by Degrees ; but if a Stop is put to the
running by the unfeafonable Ufe of Balfamics,
Injetions, or Aftringents; it makes the Cure
difficult, dangerous, and painful, that wﬂuld be
otherwife gentle, fafe, and eafy.

Verum Quoties recentum Morbum, nec malé ad-
bibita Medela cfferatur curandum hbabui, nunc
quain defuit Succeflus. Boerh. de Lue Ven.

Hence appears the Neceffity of having Regard
to the Symptoms of the Chordee, and Heat of

Urine ; when thefe Enemies are fubdued, thi:
re
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reft fall of Courfe;, but how, little this has been
attended to /by ﬁut.hurs, :may be learned from
~ their Wntmgs, where we are ordered to ﬂ::llow'
fuch round-about Ways, that one wnuld fcarcely
behwe they had thnfa Points in V;f:w, or if they
had that they were unacquainted with ‘Remedies
to anfwer their Defigns; for whatever the cooling
Reglmen » withthe Nitrum Purificatum, effected
in abating, the Heat of Urine was deftroyed the
next Day by the purgative, and.the Chordec-'
was to be affwaged by Calomel; - or fome other,
Preparatmn of Mercury ; the Unéion rub’d in
on the under Part of the Yard, was looked upon

allo to conduce much to the ﬁlltwauun of tlus
Complaint.

If the Reafons I have offered in Favour of the
Medicine I prefer in the Cure of a Gonorrhees,
are not. efteenied fufficient to encourage its Ulfe,
let it fpeak for itfelf, - and I dare affirm no other
Recommendation will be required. I have already
thewed why I approve of it before purging, as
Cathartics are attended with many Inconveni-
encies, and are dangerous and hazardous, fince
they moft certainly derive the Infection into the
Conftitution. I fhall now confider the Nature
of Injections, and their Modes of Execution,
which I will endeavour to do in the cleareft
Manner I can, asI am convinc’d they are the
moft pernicious Means that can be made Ufe of
in the Cure of a Clap : But before I finifh this

Chapter
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Chapter, 1 think it neceffiry to obferve, that a&
I have not mentioned the particular Form of the
Medicine que, it may, by fome; be fufpe@ed;
that T am a Nofirum Mengers or a Dealer in
Secrets ; to obviate this Charge, I muft infift;
that any Perfon having a tolerable Underftanding
in the Materia Medica, and a moderate Know-

ledge of the Laws of Natare; and het manner of -

ating in the human Conftitution; who will give
himfelf the Pains to-refleét on/the Symptoms of a
Clap, as they have been defcribed 3° and ‘theif
Analogy to Complaints from other Caufes, can
never be at a Lofs to find out the Medicine T hint
at. Boerbaave fays, a Phyfician, to cure a Clap;
ought to have two Things in View, to expel the
Poifon effectually, and to take Care, thatthe
Parts affeCted fhould not be weakened, or tog
much relaxed ; and I dare fay, the Pra&itionef
knows how to accomplith thofe Ends without the
Afliftance of a Detail of Prefcriptions: It is

fufficient, that the Publick has the Nature and

Caufe of Difeafes explain’d and made eafy, but
their Cure muft ever depend on thofe who make

the Practice of Phyfick their Bufinefs.

CHAP:
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Of INJECTIONS.

FHSLHF all the Methods hitherto in Ufe; for
O x the Cure of a Gonorrheea, none have
h.ﬁ 32 been fo univerfally approved of by
Patients, as Inje€tions; they were de-
luded by the plaufible Pretenfions of their fpecia
fick Efficacy, in deftroying the venereal Poifon
before it could peffibly reach the Blood, or do
any Mifchief to the Conftitution: Nay, Doctor
Cockburn affures us, that his Injection is fo great
an Antidote, or Prefervative, againft the pocky
Infeétion, that tried on fome Libertines of both
Sexes, has fecured the Safety of their Perfons
amidft unbounded Liberties, thefe are perfwafive
Inducements in Favour of Injetions; and who
would not make Ufe of them that is fatisfied of
their Safety, fince the Cure is performed with fo
much Eafe and Speed?

What Praifes, has not the Gentleman juft men-
tioned, beftowed on his Injettions : Irregularity
of Life, he fays, might poffibly make a longer
Cure, but never an unfafe one 3 they deftroy the

G Corrup-



82 A Treatife on the

Corruptmn, and the Runmng with it, take off
the Heat of Urine, and vanquith the cording- |
Pain ; infhort, he would have us believe his In-
jection anfwers all the Defigns that can be expec-
- ted from Medicine, ‘in the Cure of a Clap, and
thus obferves, now Reafon and Experience affur-
ing us, that a Gonorrhoea may be well cured by
Injections, Phyficians will be careful how they
expﬂfe their Veracity and Honour, by den}rmg

what is thus reafonable and puﬂiblf.. 33 |

For my Part, tho’ I don’t prf:tend to the
Knowledge and Learning of a Phyfician, I would
,be ambitious to have it thought, that I have °
fome Share of Veracity and Honour, and thatI
forfeit neither, by denying that a Gonorrhcea
may be well cured by Injections; Exper:eﬁce and
Reafon affuring me to the contrary, for the In-
tention or Method of Cure, by Injetions, can
only be propofed to be brought about by one of
thefe following Ways, the digeftive, the ftyptic,
and the fpecific, or fuch whofe Virtues confiftin
a Counter-poifon, deftroying the Virulency by
its peculiar Qualitjes. "

The dm'el’twe I fhall divide into the lenientand
the baifamlck by the lenient I mean only thofe
of warm Milk, Milk and Water, with Honey,
‘and fome few gentle detergent Things; notwith-
ftanding Boerbaave was {o fond of this Kind of
Inje@ion, that he fays, Hoc Faciatis fi Veletis

bong
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bono effe infiruti Confilio 5 it will be quite unne-
+ ceflary in the way of Cure by Diureticks, for he
propofed no more than to wafh and cleanfe the
Urethra by thofe Injections, leaft the running,
by refting there too long, fhould fret and heat it.
Acria et Rodentia admifcere nolo, quia Scopus eft
tantummodo elicere, detergere, et abluere, quic-
quid fordis Vircfe bas Partes contaminat, neuti-
quam confolidare, Boerh, de Lue Vener.

But what way can be more natural and regular
to expel, cleanfe, and wath off any Thing of the
virulent Corruption that might injure the Parts,
than by Diureticks ;3 the Urine impregnated by
their mild, deterfive Qualities, fcours off the
Venom ; they penetrate the minuteft Veffel, and
are difpenfed through all the Juices of the Body,
freeing them from any Impurity, or contagious
Taint ; there is nothing aftringent, drying, or
aglutinating in them, to give the leaft Apprehen-
fion of detaining any of the venereal Virus in the
Blood, and will afford more Benefit in moft Di-
feafes than any other Kind of Medicines. Syden-

bam informs us he did not much approve of In-
jections in a Clap.

Injectiones in Urethram non magni facio ut pote
que five Acrimonid fud mordaci, five Stipticitate,

non rard magis officere foleant quam prodeffe. Epift.
ada. Refp.

£r'a From
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From the Opinions of thofe great Men, we

fee we ought to be very cautious in the Ufe of

Injections, both agreeing, that any Thing acrid

or ftyptic muft be very pernicious; and as itis

the Cuftom of many Surgeons to ufe balfamick
In]eétmns thinking the running in a Gonorrheea
PIDCEE‘dS from Ulcers, with the Intention of
bringing them to a good Digeftion, it will be

expedient to make an Enquiry into the Nature

and Effe&ts of Balfams, that if in them accord-
ing to the Sentiments of Sydenbam and Boerbaave,
any Thing ftyptic or confolidating may be found
we may look - o thetit s Remedios chits of ik
do.more harm than good.

- All'natural Balfams are hot and dry, thisis
not only difcoverable to the Tafte ; but it may be
allo perceived from an Obfervation of their Ef-
fects, whether outwardly or inwardly ufed, the
moft familiar and common Digeftive among Sur-
geons, is the Venice Turpentine, mix’d with the
Yolk of an Egg; it is, undoubtedly, a noble
Medicine, but it requires Judgment in the Ma-
nagement ; thould it be immediately applied upon
the receiving of a Wound, it would prevent Di-
geftion, by contraéting the Mouths of the divi-

i s Feas | W il Bt il R sl
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ded Veflels, for in all Wounds when the Blood |

eeafes to flow, an Qozing conftantly weeps thro’

the fever’d Extremities of the Fibres and Veflels,

which fpreading over the Surface of the whole
Wound, is defigned by Nature to be a Cover-
2 - ing
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ing to the Nerves and other Parts to defend them
from external Injuries, but the Heat of the Body
and the Corruption that all ftagnant Fluids are
{ubject to, caufes a Putrefaction, and a Separa-
tion between this Covering and the Parts under-
neath, then the digeftive becomes ufeful, by giv-
ing a Firmne(s to the Flefh, and confolidating
the loofe and flabby Fibres, relax’d by the Flux
of Humours, tho* improper upon the receiving
of a Wound, as it refifts Putrefaction which muft
neceflarily precede Digeftion, in all Wounds
where there is Lofs of Subftance.

Balfamus autem Vegetabilis Terebintbina, v. g.
acidum aliquod preefervans in fe babet, nec unguam
rancefcit, fi ergo Vulneriinfiillatur, Putrifalionem
impedit. Boerh. de Vuln. in gener.

And further on accounting for the Operations
of Digeftives he fays, :

Que funt Balfamica aliqguam Aerimoniam babent
per quam faciunt ut fibre femimortuz, Carnes [pon-
Ziofe, et [ordes ¢ Vulnere fecedunt, et liverum exi-
tum relinguant ligaidis in Pus conquoquendis, tale
eft Mel. cum Terebinthine et Vitello Ovi conquaf-
Jatum. '

From hence it appears, that Balfamicks have
fomething acid and acrimonious in them, - and
‘therefore not proper to enter into Injections, as
the Things in which thofe Qualitics are found,

G 3 muft-
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muft bind up, and clofe the little Mouths of the
urethral Ducts, and confine the Poifon to the
Conftitution, and Blifters drefled with the com-
mon Digeftive, fhew that it is much more a
dryer than the Promoter of a Difcharge.

The fecond Kind of Inje€tions which I diftin-
guifh’d by the Title of Styptic, are thofe whofe
Power of Adction confifts in corrugating, or
drawing clofely up, the Oftiole or little Openings
of the excretory Tubes, which terminate in every
Point of the Urethra, and from whom proceeds
the running in a Gonorrheea ; for the Spiculz of

the venereal Poifon, infinuating themfelves into

thofe little nervous Channels, ftir up Pain and
Fluxion, the immediate Caufe of the running, as
has been already obferved ; but if any Thing
aftringent or ftyptic be applied to thofe fmall
Du(ts, their Mouths are prefently contracted,
and refufe a P’affage to their Secretions, which
are thrown upon the Blood, and confequently
the Poifon along with them, tho it often happens
in plethoric or full Fabits, where Evacuations
have not been ufed before Injection, that the
Contagion falls upon the inguinal Glands, Tef-
ticles, feminal Vefiels, &c.

The great Force and Power of aftringent or
ftyptic Ingredients, on animal Subftances, tho’
dead, is very obfervable; the Efficacy of Bark,
Lime, and Allum, being well known to the

Tanner
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Tanner and Skinner, anfwering their Ends in the
fame Manner that Injections do, drawing up the
Hide or Skin clofer together, by which Means it
becomes more compaét, tight, and firmer, the
very Cafe of the Urethra in Men, and the Vagina
in Women, who have been familiar with thefe

Remedies,

I have feveral Times infifted, that the running
in a Clap is a critical Difcharge of the venereal
Pcifon, and that whatever puts a Stop to it,
muft abfolutely drive the Virus into the Conftitu-
tion ; but of all the Means that ever were invent-
ed, none tallies with this Intention {o well as In-
jections, by their Ufe, fora few Days, the Heat
of Urine and Chordee vanith, and the unhappy
Patient thus freed of thofe troublefome Symp-
toms, looks upon himfelf to be cured, while the
Seeds of the Pox are difperfed thro’ the Blood
and tho’ for the prefent, they have not Power
enough to give Difturbance, yet afluredly, in
Time they will puton their bineful Appearance,
for by floating fo long thro® the circulating Flu-
ids, and diffufed among all the Juices, they muft
either vitiate the whole Mafs, or the- fcattered
Poifon will be collected together and become local,
forming Bubo’s, Ulcers, Exoftofes, &c,

My condemning Injections, is not from an Ig-
norance of their Compofitions, or Want of Ex-

perience in their Manner of Operating, nor with
G4 2
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a Defign to advance a Method of my own, bug

i have had fuch Knowledge of their bad Effeéts,
that I am refolved never to ufe them myfelf, and
would endeavour to perfwade others from their
Praftice ; for what can be expeéted from aftrin-
gent Injections, but to lock up the venereal Mat-
ter, and contract and harden the Urethra, cau-
fing Strictures, Suppreflion of Urine, {well’d
Tefticles, and many other frightful Accidents ?
What a miferable Cafe muft a Man be in, if upon
voiding a {mall Stone, the Urethra is {o confti-
pated, that it cannot giveWay? What a torment
to wear Bougies and leaden Probes, in fo fenfible
a Canal, perhaps for Life, to prevent a Stop-
page of Urine; and what dreadful Confequences
muft they be attended with in Women, when
the Vagina is purs’d up, and confolidated fo
clofe, as to refufe a Paffage to the Menfes, or be
incapable of Diftention in Labour, therefore I
look upon the Damages, done by Injections to
the Vagina and urinary Paffages, by indurating
their Membranes, and obftructing their capillary
Veffels, to be as produétive of Mifchief, as the
forcing the Virus into the Bloed, and often caufes
more Difficulty and Time to remove the Com-
plains.

The whole Theory and Docétrine of the Mate-
rials, which are the Conftituents of the Sort of
Injetions I am fpeaking of, and what may be
expected from them, Boerbaave puts into fuch a

‘ : Light,
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Light, that we cannot poffibly avoid feeing into
their bad Effects. | |

Mos eft infauftiffimus, Chirurgis Gallis, et Brit-
tannis, Gonorrbazam & Cancro Venereo, Ulcerofo,
in Uretbrd enato, per adfiringentia, et erodentia,
curare, ipfum nempé Cancrum unde extillas fanies
Lapide infernali adurunt, atque in Confolidationem
cogunt, non confiderantes, quod hac Pars non fit
Locus infeftus, [ed exeretorius, tota quippe Urethra
a Veficd ufque ad fupremum Marginis Glandis, eft
unum Corpus, inter kinas fuas Membranas coerci-
tum, binc a Fomite fancfo, in [upremi ejus Regione
berente, potefque illa Materies defcendere que per
Cancrum evacuatur, poteflgue tota Urethra fe fic
evacuare, eque ac a Parte internd, hinc Lapide
infernali, aut Vitriolo, tu tawtummodo claudis
Viam virulente Materie exiture, eam cogisin San-
SFuinem redire, atque Bubonis ad Inguina vel Lucm
Veneream excitare, poffet forte in Initio Morbi, et
Statima Contagio fufcepto Locus affestus 16u Lapi-
dis infernalis exediy atque iners reddi illud Venenum,
boc tamen majoris Certitudinis Gratid facere non

- Soleo. Annot. de Lue Venerea. |

By this we may obferve what Boerbaave thought
of the topical and preventive Methods of Cure,
all the Golden and Silver Injeltions, the Pintle-
burn Secrets, Balfams of the Sun and Moon,
Greek Broth, and many other famous antivene-
real Noftrums, view’d en Profile, according to

Bogr-
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Boer baave’s Directions, will appear in an horrid -
- Light, for by them, tu tantummodo claudis Viam
virulente Materie exiture, eam cogis in Sangui-
nem redire, atque Bubones ad Inguina wvel Luem
Veneream excitare.

From many Inftances I could produce, thew-
ing the great Power of Injections in the Urethra,
I thall relate two, which will anfwer the Purpofe
as well as a Thoufand, for by them it will plainly
- appear, that they ftop ‘up the running, which,
mixing with the Blood, will; in Time, infeét the
whole Conftitution.

I knew a Gentleman of a very amorous Difpo-
fition, who accidentally meeting a Lady every
Way fo agreeable to his Fancy, that tho’ he was
clap’d, would not decline an Appointment he
made with her ; but as the Chordee muft bea
great Hindrance to his Enjoyment, he removed
- that Impediment in lefs than half a Dozen Hours,

by the frequent Ufe of a deficcative Injection,
., which entirely ftop’d the running, nor had he
any Complaints of Sharpnefs of Urine, and after
this, in all Appearance, feemed well for about
two Years, when he was attack’d with flight
Head-achs, rambling, and noturnal Pains, ef-
pecially in cloudy, damp, and clofe W eather ;
fore Throat, Excoriations in the Noftrils, throw-
ing off a flaky Scurf, with fcaly Tetters in the
Forehead, and different Parts of the Body, thefe
Symptoms made it apprehended that he was

pox’d,
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pox’d, and a proper Courfe taken with him, he
foon got the better of his Diforder, which he
wholly attributed to the Injection, not being

clap’d, or fufpicious of receiving any venereal
Taint fince the Ufe of it.

This Cafe which from my own certain Know-
ledge I know to be fact, is a convincing Proof,
that the running in a Clap does not proceed from
Ulcers, for nothing could poffibly cicatrife them
over in half a Dozen Hours, allowing them to
be ever fo fmall ; indeed we fee by the Aphthz
in Children’s Mouths, that the Ufe of aftringent
Gargles contracting the external Membrane of
the Roof of the Mouth, fqueezes fo clofely, and
binds up the little Ulcers that they almoft difap-
pear, but when the auftere Particles, they are
compos’d of, are wathed away by the Saliva, or
abforbed into the Blood, the Membrane relaxes,
and the Aphthz return to their former Dimen-
{ions, and this would happen in the like Manner
to the Urethra, cid the Matter flow from Ulcers
but granting that the running arifes from an Ero-
fion, or Rawnefs of the Urethra, Injections may
be formed of fuch drying and cicatrifing Things,
that their Ufe for a few Hours will contract the
Mouths of the fmall Dutts of the urethral Glands,
inducing a Kind of Varnifh, or cover over them,
that guards againft the Sharpnefs of Urine, pre-
vents the Weeping, and takes off the Chordee,
which is owing to the galling Preflure of the

Urethra
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Urethra in Erection, and by this Management;,
the Contagion, the immediate Caufe of the Ero-
fion drove into the Blood, the running, Sharp-
nefs of Urine, and Chordee, which are the Ef-
fects of the Erofion, inftantly vanifh ; every
Body who pleafes to pox himfelf may make the
Experiment, and undoubtedly the prefervative
Injections we have heard of, muft a& in this
Manner; but to make this Affair more apparent,
diffelve an exact Quantity of Zitriel. alb. in Agui
Calcis of a {ufficient Strength, and let the Ex-
coriation, caus’d by a Blifter, be often dab’d over
with it, and you will find, thatin a few Hours,
the Difcharge will be dried up, and the Rawnefs
cicatris’d 3 but I have obferv’d, that there is a
great Similitude between the Difcharge of a Bli-
fter, and the running in a Gonorrheea, and that
there is a ftrong Refemblance between the Ope-
ration of Cantharides, and the A¢tion of the ve-
nereal Stimulus ; if therefore the often dabbing
of the Blifter over with the above Water, will,
in a little Time, heal and dry it up; and if the
fame Water frequently injected into the Urethra,
will {top up the running, is there not all the Rea-
fon imaginable to think, that the Difcharge in
both Cafes muftfpring from the fame Cauft, and
that it muft be the Produfion of an Erofion,
and not an Ulceration ? for an Ulceration fuppofes
Lofs of Subftance, which never could be repaired
by any Application in fo fhort a Time ; but in a
Blifter the Scarf Skin is only ftript off, andin a
' Clap

=
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Clap the Urethra only loofes its mucous Cover-
ing, in which Cafes, ftyptic and drying Appli-
cations will inftantly take Effeét, and fupply their
Places, ’till both are regenerated. :

" ‘The other Example fhewing the pernicious
Confequences of Injections, is a Gentleman who,
fome Yearsago, applied to me to cure him of a
flight Clap lately contracted. I gave him fome
Remedies, with Diretions how to ufe them, and
told him I would call, in a few Days, to know
their Succefs 5 accordingly, in about 2 Week af-
ter, I waited on him, and found him in great
Spirits, extolling the Remedies I gave him for
Perfections not to be equalled ; he faid the run-
ning was quite gone, nor had he the leaft Twitch
of the Chordee, or Heat of Urine; as I was cer-
tain that nothing which I had given him could
put fo fudden a Stop to the running, I told him
I fufpeéted he had been dabbling with fome Injec-
tion, and complimented him on the Succefs of
his fpeedy Cure; in Return of the ironical Enco-
miums paft on my Medicines, he faid I guefls’d
~ well, and informed me that a Gentleman of his
Acquaintance recommended an infallible Injection
~ to him, and that he was convinced it was {o, for
it perfectly cured him in four Days, but this Gen-
tleman has fince undergone a Penance for his Cre-
dulity, and will, I believe for the future, put
~very little Confidence in thofe Kind of Re-
medics, '

No
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No Endeavours have been wanting to magnify
the Repuration of Injections, no deceitful Glofs
untried to varnifh over their Defects, a thoufand
Tales invented to fupport their Credit, and pal-
pable Lies have been maintained as Truths, by
Actteftations and Affidavics in their Favour ; but
a Method of Cure depending on the Laws of
Nature, and her Operations in the Conftitution
defpifes the Affiftance of fuch poor Artifices, and
requires no falfe Story to advance its Praife, no
Luftre to fet it off, no Voucher or Evidence to
prove its Succefs ; the Conlideration alone of its
Defigns will be fufficient to recommend it to the
Efteem of the World, becaufe it will be obvious
to all Perfons that they are founded on Reafon,

He who reflects that Diuretics operate by gently
encreafing the Motion of the Fluids from the
Centre, and puthing them forward to be in Part
- {fecreted by the Outlets of the urinary Paffages,
will readily conceive, that any Thing hurtful
lodged in thofe Paﬂ“agés, is in a fairer Way of
being carried off by thofe Means than any other,
but let him think on any Expedient capable of
impelling the Thing hurtful, which reftsin thofe
Channels into the Blood, and he will eafily per-
ceive, according tothe Laws of Nature, the Fa-
cility of its reaching the Centre ; Applications
ad Exteriorem, aCt on the venal, while Medicines
given inwardly act on the arterial Blood, the
Courfe of the one being from the Circumierence

to
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to the Centre, while the other movesin a contrary
Direction, from within, outwards 3 from this it
is evident, that the Relief in a Clap by Diuretics,
is procured, by wathing away the Virus or Poi-
fon, and expelling it with the Urine, whereas
the Remiffion of Pain, by the Ufeof Injections,
is owing to the Poifon being drove from the
Parts affected into the Blood. Having, I hope
given fufficient Reafons for rejecting this mifchie-
vous Practice, I would finifh what I have to fay
in Relation to aftringent Injections, but that I
cannot well omit making fome Remarks on a
very extraordinary Conftruétion, made by Doctor

Cockburn, of a Paflage which he quotes from
Fracaftorius.

Sexpe tamen quater, ipfa fuum compleverat Orbein

In Primis mirum illud erat quod Labe recepid, }
Luia, priufquam Signa fatis manifefla darentur.

Yet oft the Moon four Fulls atchiev’d

*Twas ftrange, at firft the Taint receiv’d, }
Before, that Signs apparent, madeit believ’d.

Which the Doctor, by a ftrange Kind of Lo-
gic, wreft thus to his own Purpofe. “ So we
may fafely conclude, as far as Experience can
fupport us, that a Gonorrheea never will be at-
tended with ill Confequences, after it has difap-
peared four Months, and no Sign of the Pox has
appeared in that Time.

3 Fracafloriu;
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Fracaftorius fays, it was at firft amazing thatthe

Infection receiv’d, yet often four Months were

. elapfed before manifeft Signs were given of ity
from whence the Doétor would have us believe,

that if after the Ufe of Injeétions, the Pox does
not difcover itfelf in the Space of four Months,

we need have no Apprehenfions about it; but this
Conclufion of the Doctor’s, limiting the Paffive-
nefs of the Poifon to four Months, to be a Cer-
tainty that a Gonorrheea never will be attended
with ill Confequences, is plainly calculated to
ebviate the Reproaches Injections deferve. If
after four Months the Patient has any venereal
Complaints, he will be told they are owing to a
frefh Contration, for if they arofe from the for-
mer Gonorrhecea, they muft have appeared within
four Months ; but how does he convince us that
the bad Effeés of a Gonorrheea will thew them-
{elves in that Time? Why, by telling us, that
Fracaftorius obferves, it often happened, that
for four Months after the Infection was receiv’d,
the Pox difcovered itfelf by no manifeft Signs.
This Obfervation Fracaftorius mentions as uncer-
tain, becaufe he does not fay it always happens,
but often, from whence the Doctor infers a pa-

fitive Conclufion, and fays, we may fafely con-

clude a Gonorrheea never will be attended with
1ll Confequences, after it has difappeared four

Months ; for the Rule of the learned Fracafto-

rius agrees well with Experience, but the Rule,

-asit is called, of Fracafiorius, relates to the Ap-

‘ pearance
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iﬁtaranc'& of the Pox, after the Infection was fEé_
ceived into the Habit, before any fuch Diforder
as the Gonorrhcea was known. The Doftor’s
Conclufion has Refpett to the Appearance of the
Pox, after the Goriorrhcea has been dried up by
Injections ; now as there is no Relation between
the Conclufion and the Premifes, this Logic,
according to all Rules, muft fall to the Ground,
for Non deber plus effe in Conclufione, guam in
Premiffisy, Canfa ety quia non poteft plus concli-
di, quam probatum ¢i. But the Doctor, nor

no one elfe, could ever prove the ftated Time of .

the Pox to make its Appearance after the Recep-
tion of the Virus into the Blood 5 therefore what
has been advanced, muft be done with a Defign
to deceive the World, and ftreen Injections from
Difgrace and Iafamy.

The Doétor’s Advocates cannot be difpleafed
that I treat his Pra&ice in the free Manner I do,
himfelf taking the greateft Liberties with the
whole Faculty, and often advancing Things
which we are to believe upon no other Account
but the Credit of an Ipfe dixit. Had I fufficient
Abilities to criticife, I would be far from taking
Notice of Errors, purely for the Sake of thewing
my Parts or Judgment, not have I, I hope, fo
much Ill-Nature to find Fault upon 'no other
Pretence than to make People uneafy ; yer, I
think it would be an tinpardonable Crime in any
Perfon, filently to periit a pernicions Pradtice,

H for
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for People of all Profeffions ought to look upon
themfclves as Servants to the Public, and fhould ]
ftudy, by all reafonable Means, to promote the
common good, fince they are entrufted with =
whatever is dear to Mankind ; it is not enough
that they honeftly difcharge themfelves of the
Confidence that is put in them, but they fhould
alfo endeavour to preferve their different Scien-
ces from the Tarnifh of Craft, Bigotry, Avarice,
Superitition, and Ignorance, - by taking Reafon
for their Guide, and judging without Partiality,
or Prejudice; and a Man of common Under-
ftanding, affifted by Experience, may, for what
I know to the contrary, be as competenta Judge
in thofe Matters, as the moft refined Genius 3
there is one Thing in the Knowledge of Phyfic I
am certain of, and that is, the clearer any one
fees into the Nature and Caufe of a Diforder, -the
lefs perplexed will be his Method of Cure, and [
have obferved, that this Perfpicuity as often ac-
companies common Senfe, with a flow difcerning
Underftanding, as the lively Imagination, with
all the Gaiety of Fancy, and Exuberance of
Learning. Thus I greatly fufpet that all Injee-
tions of the fpecific or aftringent Kind, were the
Inventions and Sallies of phyfical Wits, to hu-
mour Patients, and make their Method of Cure
admired for Pleafantnefs and Difpatch; but the
Man of common Senfe, confulting more the Re-
covery of the Perfon than the Tickling his Fancy,
condemns this Method as unfafe and dangerous,

knowing
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knowing that tho’ Cit6 and Fucundé are two of
‘the Requifites in an Indication of Cure 3 Tu#o the
third fhould not be overlook’d ; but if the Wit
cures Cito et Jucundé, he never troubles himfelf
with the uto; for whoever obferved a Wit to
confult either his own Safety, or other People’s,
Precipitancy and Pleafure hurrying away their
Judgment, while the Man of common Senfe is
ever mindful of the Tuso, and would rather for-
feit the Opinion of his being no Wit, than part
with it for the Cito and Fucunde.

Thus Injections, by ftopping up the pocky
Matter, and driving it into the Blood, may be
{aid to cure Cito et Fucunde, but Realon tells us, .
by wafhing it away and expelling it through the
urinary Paflages, the Cure is performed Cito,
Tuto, et Jucundé, which Iam perfwaded no In-
jection can do, they all preventing the Difcharge
of the Virus,

Tuto itaque progreditur, fi Morbum expellat
 quantum fieri poterat,  fine Metu recidive, et
nullam vel quain minimam Egrotanti Noxam attu=
lerit, adbibetis nimirum Remediis, frequenti Ufu,
et longd Experientid cognitis. River, Inft. Med.
de Method, Med,

Thofe Ends, I am certain, can be obtained in
- & Clap, by the Medicines I ufe, of which I am
convinc’d, by frequent Practice, and a long Ex-

H 2 perience
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perience, they expel the Difeafe without Fear of
a Return, and give not the leaft Uneaflinefs to
the Patient, |

Having told my Opinion, with Refpect to
thofe InjeCtions, that I diftinguithed by the Ti-
tles of Balfamic, and Aftringent or Drying, I
will make fome Enquiry into the third Divifion,
to which I have given the Name of Specific, or
thofe who do by fome peculiar Quality, deftroy
the venereal Poifon, as it is pretended, and make
it quite harmlefs and inoffenfive.

- Tho’ Specific, according to the Stri¢tnefs of the
Word ina phyfical Senfe, means thofe Remedies
“which by imperceptible Means perform a Cure,
Nullo babito Refpesiu, ad banc aut illam Intenti-
enemy five Indicationem curativam, Syd. in Pre-
fatione. Yet Mercury, fince its firft Ufe, has
been looked upon by the Writers of all Ages and
Countries, to be the grand Specific, or fure Re-
medy to be depended upon in the Cure of the
venereal Difeafe, notwithftanding that its Manner
of Operation can be accounted for by thofe who
are acquainted with its Principles ; but there are
fome who, for Want of this Knowledge, really
and truly prefcribe it as a Specific in the ftriét
Senfe and Meaning of the Word, having no De-
fign in what they do, nor no Refpect to the In-
dication of Cure; and this is the Caufe of the °
many unhappy Accidents that have befallen the
Ufe of this Mineral, fome preferring the crude
2 Mercury |
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Mercury, many the Sublimates,  and others
the Precipitates.

Now it is ordered, in anntltles, to prnmnte
fenfible Evacuations, thinking its whole Succefs
arifes from a Sahvatu}n, or that it muft operate
either as a Cathartic, Diaphoretic, or Diuretic ;
others on the contrary imagine, that its Virtue
lies in gently mixing with the Fluids, digefting
them, and breaking thro’ their Vifcidities, de-
ftroying the venereal Poifon, “which, when ex-
tinguithed, will be 1nﬂznﬁh]'y difcharged with
fome of the Secretions, and as great Advantages
were obferved to attend the Ule of this Medicine
in all thofe diff¢rent Indications of Cure, which
Benefits, as I have already obferved, ought to'be
regarded rather as Palliative than Eradicative ;
but be this as it will, the Succefs of Mercury in
~all the Variety of its Preparations, and different
Manner of prefcribing i, gave Rilc to the Ufe
of the Injections I am pral{mU of, no Refpﬁﬂ:
being had to the Materials of their Compofition,
other than as they ferved for convenient Vehicles
to the Mercury. Being order’d in the Unguent,
Precipitate, Calomel, &c. according to the Fancy
of the Operator, who in this particular Way of
ufing it, muft look upon it to be either a Specific,
or be otherwife ata LLofs to account for his Inten-
tion, if he does not allow it employ*d with a De-
fign to dry up the running, and force the Viru-

lency into the Blood.

H3 That
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- That Mercury is not a Specific in the venereal
Difeafe, Ican affirm from Experience, having
obferved more People difappointed in their Ex-
Pt&'at’idns from a Salivation, than receive a Cure ;
that is, when the Surgeon depends entirely on
Mercury, which I know is the Cuftom in feveral
Places.

~ Tho’ ] look upon no Remedy to be equal to
Mercury, for attenuating the Blood and other
Juices, and for difengaging the venercal Taint
from them, and difpofing it to be carried off by
fome of the Excretions, yet other Helps muft be
called in, not only to expel the Poifon but the
Mercury along with it, for both are apt to lurk
in fome Sinus or Cell, out of the Power of Ciry

culation, the Mercury probably for Life, pro- _-

ducing many Accidents, and the Virus daily.fed
by fome of the degenerate Juices of the Body,
*till it acquires Strength fudicient to pollute the
whole Habit, orbe g qa:hered together, and thrown
by Nature as a Crifis on fome particular Part,
Numbers of Inftances of thofe Cales can be pro-
duced from Practice, to prove that Mercury
fhould not be folely depended upon, nor given in
Quantities to overcome the Refiftance of the ca-
pillary Veflels.  Sydenbam thought all its Virtues
confifted in its falivating Power. Jta nullus du-

bito, quinfi experiri poffit aliud quid, fivein Regino

Vegetabili, five Animali, quod in excitandi Saliva-

tieme, Pares cim Mm:#na Vires baberet, pa-
viter
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riter etiam ad fanandam Luem wvaleret. Epift.
Refp.

Boerbaave afcribes no fpecifical Qualities to it,
accounting for its Manner of Operation, Pon-

dere vel Acrimgnidy wvel wirifque Simul. de Ob-
fruit.

Therefore the Advantage of Mercury in In-
jections proceeds either from drying up the run-
ning by its Acrimony, or if the Unction enters
into the Compofition by mixing with the Virus,
and conveying it into the Blood, no one will di-
fpute the deficcative or drying Qualities of Mer-
curial Preparations, when fufficiently diluted to
prevent their cauftic Properties ; and, Experi-
ence tells us, that Mercury applied in the Ointe

ment to any Part affeéted, carries the Poifon into
the Blood.

I knew a Surgeon that had fuch an Opinion of
the {pecific Virtues in Mercury, that the Unguent
applied to the under Part of the Penis, along
the Courfe of the Urethra, and an Injection of
Calomel cum Mel. et Aq. Rofar. were the only
Things he ufed in a Gonorrheea 3 they will cer-
tainly take off the Symptoms, but Time will
convince the Patient whether they deéltroy the
Virus, and prevent its furcher Mifchief.

"The Unétion is recommended by Afruc to eafe -
the Chordee, and his Advice {feems to meet with

H 4 general
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Eﬂnﬁl‘ﬂl Agprqbqtmn, and it is the Cuftom of
very eminent Practitioners, 1 know, after the:

Ufe of emollient Fomentations Morning and
Evening, to all Kinds of venereal Swellings, to
14 in a Quantity of the Unction, and when itis
guite foaked up, to apply a gentle repe]hng Ca-
taplaim ; the Effects of thofe topical Remedics -
will furprifingly anfwer Lxpeltation, in difper-
fing the Tumours, and Mercury wnuld be-3: §
moft noble Medr.cme if it Extmgmih’d the Virus
at the Time the obftructed Humours were drove.
1nto the Circulation ; but there is a great Deal of
Reafon to furmife that it has not thofe fovercign
Qualities, and the il Confequenccs of the Pi}lfﬂﬂ.
thus getting into the Blood, fhould be always
apprehended, and every Endea?ﬁur ufed to ba—
nith it out of the Ct}n[’ntutmn, for while the
leaft Particle of it remains in the Juices of the

Body, there is great Danger that the whole may o
in Time be i_nff:@_c@fd.

The Unction it muft be allow’d, though it
turns the Virus into the Blood will be found 3z
powerful Remedy, in preventing Injuries that
would be caufed by the Suppuration of feveral
Kinds of vcnmed Tumours; here Reafon and
Experience approve of its Ufe, but where is the
T\eceﬂity of employing it in a Gonorrheea, {ince
it will certainly remove the Contagion from the
Placeit fixed on into the Habit? but in Tumours
Yih,fji} the pocl«:}r Matter vlﬁienﬂy feizes on the

Tel,hcleﬁ
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Tefticles, the Glans, the Parts in Peerinzo, and
many other Places where Suppurations would be
dangerous, then it iseligible to prevent them, as
the throwing the Virulency into the Blood is ef-
teemed lefs hazardous ; but in a Clap where 2
proper Management of the running would drain
off all the Poifon, to divert it from this Courfe,
and direct it into the Habit, 1s mvertmg the old
Rule, of two Evils the leaft is to be chofen.

When itis propofed to expel the venereal Taint
out uf the Conftitution, Mercury is not to be ap-
phed to the Parts affe€ted with Shankers, or any
EruPtmns, they are to be treated as Boerbaaye

Orders, who always gwes a Rcaibn for what he
does.

Sic fi Herpes fit in Humero, mollem Mercurium
externé applicare, ue refrogrediatur in Venas, fed
interné dabo, atque ad illum Locum determinabo
per. Pannos madidos, Fomento idoneo, ¢i appf:m..
tos. De Lue Vener.

From what has been faid, Ithink it will very
plainly appear, that Mercury externally ufed, in-
finuating itfelf through the Pores of the Skin,
and mixing with obftrutted Fluids, attenuates
them, and diffolves and breaks through their Co-
hefions and Vifcidities, dilating the capillary
Veflels, and opening aPaiTagc for itfelf and the
ﬁ'agnat:d Humaurs, into the circulating Streams

and
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$CANSLRS® S I have differed in moft Particulars
A NG @) 1n the foregoing Difcourfe, from the
sie=mare cftablifh’d Rules and Opinions, re-

GO lating to the Caufe and Cure of 2
Gonorrheea, it will feem more reafonable to fuf-
peét my Want of Knowledge in thofe Affairs,
than that the Numbers who have favoured thofe
Notions and Opinions, fhould be miftaken ;
therefore if any Perfon who gives himfelf the
Trouble to read this, will fhew where I am de-
- feétive, I will, with the utmoft Gratitude, ac-
knowledge the Favour, and make a publick Re-
nunciation of my Errors ; for all my Defign was
to put the Subjects I treat of in fuch a Light,
that they may appear as they really are free from
the Shades and Colouring of Deception ; and that
every one may the more readily judge in this
Bufinefs, I fhall particularife the Circumftances
in which [ diffent from the Generality.

rlh = G

I affert, that the Writers on the venereal Dif=
eafe have not given us a true Hiftory of that
Diforder,
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Diforder, its Caufe, the Time of its firft Appear-
ance, and the Nature of its Malignity, which
better underftood, might perhaps point out a
more effectual Method of Cure.

Nam Credo omnem Caufam Phyficam babere in
rerum Naturd aliam [fibi oppofitam. Boerh. de

Variol1.

I have faid that the Gonorrheea is a eritical
Difcharge, and that purging, Balfamics too carly
ufed, and Injeé‘tiuns, as they either divert or dry
up the runmng, muft be i lﬂJllI'lﬂUS

I 1nﬁﬂ- that the fore Part of the Urethra, which
hﬂs nearly under the Junétion of the Glans Peniss
with the Corpora Cavernofa, isthe Part firft af-
feted in Men, and if ever it afcends to the prof-
tate Gland, PVeficule Seminales, &5c. it muft be
through Careleinefs or Mif-management.

The Diforder, in Women, is {ituated.in the
Urethra, Lacune prope exitum ejus, the Nym-
phz, Glans Clitoris, and the Glandulous Sub-
ftance, compolfing the external Orifice of the Va-
gina, and not in the Vagina itfelf, or Matrix, as
fome have thought. The Fluor-albusis a Difor-
der of the Vagina, and flows through the hypo-
gaiftric capillary Arteries, terminating in vaft
Numbers here, which are, at all Times, the
Outlets of the anﬁ:s, unlefs in Pregnancy, or

Bﬁbrdﬁrs of thf: Womb, which diftend and
: ftretch
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ftretch it out, for that Organ in a natural State
unimpregnated, I believe, admits no more Blood
than what is barely fufficient for its Support, be-
ing clofely {queezed up and contraéted.

Tota Differentia inter Vulnera Uleri Foming
Partui proxime, ¢t ejufdem non gravide, in [olis
Vafis beret, et Arierie que olim Liquidum aquo-
Sum tenuiffimum vebebant, nunc purum putum San-
guinem gerunt. Boerh. de Vulner. Uteri,

The placing the Veffels from whence the Men-
fes and Fluor-albus fpring in the Vagina, and
not in the Matrix, muft give us clearer Concep-
tions of their Nature and Caufe, and perhaps
point out a more diftinét Method of Cure for
thofe Diforders that depend on them ; for if an
Ailment be afcribed to a Part that is not affected,
wrong Judgments in the Indication of Cure muft
undoubtedly happen.

The internal Membrane of the Vagina, in long
and ftubborn Cafes of the Fluor-albus, is fubjeét
to a Relaxation and Defcent, for its Rugz or
Folds make it longer than the other Teguments,
and by being continually drench’d in thofe Hu-
mours, becomes fo flack and flabby, that it can’t
fuftain itfelf in its natural Situation ; this falling
down is ofien taken for a Prolapfus Uteri, or, at
leaft, a Defcent of all the Membranes of the Va«

- gina ; it is the internal Coat alfo, that gives Way

in
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in a Prolapfus Ani, and not the whole Subftance
of the Rectum. . : - |

There are pathognomonical Symptoms, or pe=
culiar Signs to diftinguith one Diforder from ano-
ther, by thofe, an Inflammation of the Pleurais
known from an Inflammation of the intercoftal
Mufcles of the Lungs or Diaphragm, the Gout
in the Bowels from the Cholic, the iliac Paflion
from the nephritic Diforder, or the Symptoms of
a ftrangulated Inteftine in an Hernia; the Pox
from arthritic, fcorbutic, or rheumatic Pains,
and the Clap from the Fluor-albus; and yet for
Want of a perfet Knowledge in thofe Signs,
many fatal Errors have been committed in Prac-
tice, Similitude of Symptoms leading the Judg-
ment fo far aftray, that one Diforder has been
often miftaken for another.

The Matter in a Gonorrheea does not proceed
from an Ulcer, the Virus ftimulating the urethral
Glands caufes Pain and Fluxion, which accounts
for all the Symptoms, the Running, Chordee,
and Sharpnefs of Urine.

Venereal Ulcers yield a thin Sanies, or watry
corrofive Ichor, and not a whitith glutinous Hu-
mour like Pus,

Cathartics are improper in the Cure of a Clap,
they have no fpecific Virtues, they all act by their
Acrimony, corroding the Parts they fix upon,

pras
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promoting Pain and Fluxion, the Support of
their Operations; they caufe a Derivation of the
Humours ad Interiorem, and confequently an
Abforption of the venereal Poifon into the Blood ;-
nothing more hurtful to the Conftitution than
~ purging, as it is generally ufed in the Cure of a
Clap, it ruins the Habit of Body, {poils the Vif-
cera, and deftroys the Texture of the Blood.

Injections are the moft pernicious Contrivances
that were ever invented for the Cure of the Go-
norrheea, they are all of aftringent and drying
Qualities, conftraining the Poifon to enter into
the Blood contrary to the Courfe that Nature di-
rects to carry it off. Nothing can be more delu-
five than to pretend that they deftroy the Virus,
at the fame Time that they put a Stop to the
running, this muft be allowing them a fpecific
Virtue, but I believe it will be readily granted, -
that no Remedy of that Kind has been hitherto
difcovered againft the venereal Difeafe ; the whole
Secret of Cure confifting in the Separation of the
Poifon from the Conftitution, and the Expelling
it out of the Habit of Body ; in a Clap, Nature
appointed the running to anfwer thofe Ends, and
the Bufinefs of the Surgeon is to moderate it in
fuch a Manner, that it may conduce moft to the
Advantage of his Patient, corretting the Symp-
toms, by Medicines, which difengage the Poifon
from its Settlement, and drive it out of the Body,
not to footh it by Injeétions, and introduce it
into the Blood. '

3 | | Diure-
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the Pra&ice of Phyfics = thercfore I think it is

more for the publick Good that thefe Kinds of |

Remedies fhould be confined to the Knowledge of
thofe who have Sagacity to find them out, from
the Hints given of their Defigns, and Manner of
Operation, and who, when thus difcovered, know
how to make a proper Ufe of them.

There is no Occafion for the Ufe of Mercury
in the Cure of aClap, if that Diforder is ma-
naged as it thould be; the Benefit of this Re-
medy is, the attenuating the Juices, and difpo-
fing the Venereal Taint to be carried off by the
Encreafe of fome Evacuations. I don’t approve
of Salivation for many Reafons, fome of which

I have already given, but particularlyon Account

of the many Relapfes I have known after them,
by not keeping ftrictly toa Diet, -and proporti-
oning the Quantity of the Food to the Strength
of the Conftitution ; for the Repairs of the Habit
in thofe Circumftances, depend folely on Mode-
ration, which reftores the Vigour of the Solids
by Degrees, and enables them to fhake off the
Venereal Taints, and expel them with the natural
~Evacuations; but if the Cravings of the Appetite
are indulged, Cito replent fua Vafa pinguibus, et
glutingfis Cibis, obefi flatim flunt, et fi vel mini-
ma Pars reftet priftine Labis in Recidivum peffimuns
incidunt, Boerh. de Lue Vener.

But even when the Diforder lays hold of the

Bones, it can be cured by a Method he prefcribes
I without
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w;thaut Salivation, of which Dlet makes a pnn-
F;Pal Part. -

Credo quod Omnes poffunt fanari, prafertim fi
Dieta adbibeatur tenuis, refolvens, et nullo
modo aleofe. Boerh. de Morb. Op.

As I have a compleat Sett of Annotations, on
the Aphorifms of Boerbaave, which isnot every
where to be met with, I am in no Dread of an
Imputation of Pedantry, nor have I any Appre-
henfion of being accufed with an Affectarion of
Learning, by the frequent Citations from that
excellent Perfon; becaufe every Thing relating to
fo extraordinary a Genius in Phyfic muft be
gratefully received by the Public, regardlefs of

the Motives that divulge it; therefore I cannot
finifh this Difcourfe better, than by quoting fome

of his Reafons for ufing Mercury with Caution.

Turbith Minerale, idem ille Pulvis ¢ff, gito gu@-

dgm Mulier Gallica, tantas fibi acquifivit Divitia$

cyrando [cil. deperatifimos a Lue Venered obfeffos
Homines, und¢ incidebant @gri in Diarrbzas,

Vomitys, &ec. quibus fedatis, a Morbo )&#ﬂﬁam;;r, |

fed et Pluyimi moriebantur,

Itaque ng detyr, nifi Medicus fit certus, Vifeera
_ﬂ; integra, et ?"ﬂf?ﬂﬂ# De Lue Vener.

Mercurius in Corpus ingeritur cum Sulpbure uni-
Yus wocatur tunc, Athiops Minerale, et tunc etiam
folé Vi Mecharicd Ponderis agit, nec nllam Acri-

monians
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moniam babet, cum Spiritibus acidis, vario Modo
preparatus, et tunc Pondere Metalli, et Acrimo-
nid Salium fimul agit, et Salivationes borrendas et
Purgatienes intolerabiles producit, de Obfiruitione,
et proinde ad Salivationem. Sic omnem Sanguinem
rubrum et omue Serum in puram Aquam convertit
qu@ vafis cobiberi nequit, fed exit, ematiatos re-
linquit Homines, omnibus Humoribus exbauftis, et
Vafis pra nimid Inanitione collapfis et contractis.

Liquida attenuant et Vafa dilacerant, binc eft quod
Mercurius precipitatus ruber, et albus, non edul-
coratus, Mercurius corrofivus, Turbith Minerale,
et Flavym, certiffima funt Venena, et Gorpors
Humano nunquam [eperanda.
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