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B PR A RO
_  FROM AN
Apothecary in LON D O N,
5.0 H IS8

. Friend in the COUNTRY.

- Dear S I R,

‘- N JHEN laft in Town, you was
pleafed to afk fome Queftions a-
boutthe prefent Practice of Phyfick

in London ; and remarked, that whatever no-
table Medicine, or new Method of Practice,
became as it were a Fathion in London, it
{foon took Place in the Country, and was in
Vogue, ’till fomething new offered ; among

+ the Former, Mention was made of Oleum
Brlo Animale,
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fl;lf ‘the very Reverfe in the prefent Practice
~ is to be obferved; and it is to be lamented,
that the noble Art of Phyfick fhould be fo
E l::rbudcd with fuch Trnﬂes, as are impofed
; Gn the Credulous, by Empiricks of all
; nds for in almoft all Difeafes thefe
4 Thmgs are cried up as if they were divine,
by fach as have made a Trade of thefe
- Trifles, to the great Dithonour of the Pro-
- feffion “of Phyfick ; and here it may not be
““amifs to recite a Cafe to the prefent Pur-
pofe, that, is to thew that no one Medicine
S or Methnd of Cure can anfwer all Pur-
- pofes.
-Dr. Sydenkam owns he was fent for to
. one Mrs. Saltmarfh, whofe Belly was in-
credibly big, and he gave her an Ounce of
‘Svrup of Buck-thorn before Dinner, as the
Cuftom was then ; it could fcarce be imagin-
ed, how much Watf:r fhe evacuated by
Stﬂ,ﬂl, and that without any Tumult or
Faintnefs, which fo encouraged him, that
* he gave 1t daily ; cm.ly, when at any Tlﬂl....
fhe was weak, he omitted it for a Day or
two ; and fﬂ the Water being gradually
draincd, the Belly daily affuaged, and fhe
perfectly recovered. He, with the juvenile
Confidence ofan unexperienced Man,verily
believed he had got a Specifick Medicine
that would cure any Manner of Drop/v; but
" he found his Miftake within a few Weeks;
for foon “after, he was called to anothcr
Voman
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elaborate and perplexed Preparations ; info-
much-that the one would feem to be almoft
loft in the other, frem whence weuld arife
a fingle Profeffion praéticable to every Apo-
thecary. By thele Means the Phyfician
would be much furer of the Virtues of his
Drugs, as they would be lefs liable to fuffer
from' the Inexpertnefs of the Operator;
‘whichEvil Pharmacy will never be thorough-
ly free from, ’till it gets rid of thofe more
elaborate Preparations. I do not mean by
this to vote extenfive Chemiftry out of Doois;
for whilft fuch Ufes can be made of this
Art, as may be found in fome Philofophical
Writings, as in Sir Jfaac Newton’s 31 Quer.
‘and elfewhere, Chemiftry will never die:
‘But in Pharmacy an Abridgement feems to
be wanting, and many Inftances might be
- brought to this. Purpofe. By the fimpleft
' Means only, the Manufadture of Diugs
- can be beft improved for the Ufe of the Sick,
- and thereby we may find the Principles of
" each Drug in the Condition Nature intend-
" ed them; for the fevere and torturing Method
~of handlingSsmpleMedicines,fo much prevail-
"ing among the modern Chemifts and others,
alters them fo greatly, from what they were,
that it is not poflible to come at fuch a
Knowledge of them (by fuch Means) as
would enable us to make the neceffary and
moft ufeful Indu&ions. Perhaps feveral
Medicines handed down to us ftrongly re-
commended,
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- fling, both a$to Quantity and Quality ; and
from very good Authority we have this
farther Remark, that the Theriaca Andro-
machi is a moft elaborate and celebrated
Compofition, and the Capital Alexiphar-
mick, not only of our Shops, but thofe of
all Europe ; it had for its Author the Perfon
‘whofe Name it bears eminent in his Pro-
feflion, and Phyfician to Nero the Emperor.
From the great Quantities made in that City,
it has long obtained the Appellation of Venice
Treacle, from whence it has been tranf-
ported to moft Parts of the Globe; itis an
excellent Cordial and Cephalick Medicine,
being impregnated and enriched with many
Ingredients for anfwering all Purpofes of that
Nature 5 nor does it merit lefs Encomium in
regard to its Opzate Powers, as nothing of
this Clafs of Medicine can be given, either
with greater Safety, or Efficacy, the dan-
gerous Effects of the narcotick Juices being
admirably well guarded againft, by the {timu-
lating Qualities of fome particular Drugs
that enter into this Compofition, in all Fevers
of the low deprefled Kind ; it does Won-
ders, efpecially where Sleep is wanting : One
Scruple,or halfaDram,of it on thofeOccafions
given fucceflively every fix or eight Hours,
(more or lefs, according to Circumftances,
Srength and: Contftitution of the Patient,)
with a {mall Draught of a Cordial Julep
fuitable to the Occafion, oft procures and

B keeps
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“ Longum foret de utilitatibus hujus per
tot fecula probatifiime medicinz {cribere
variofque modos interne, externcve adhi-
bendi ediffere, dijudicanda hzc res eft ex
commpmbusMcdlcmze rationalis do&rinis,

de ufu anodynorum tempcﬁwo. Certc

quum vehemens Fibrarum Solidarum
ftri¢tura {pafmodica liberum & @quabilem
humorum circulum precipue turbet, juf-
tumque excretionum falubrium {ufflami-
net, aut vario modo corrumpat, pervertat-
que fucceflum, confentaneum utique eft
eam medicinam quz Spafmos demulcet,&
@quabilitatem motus fic reftituit, ad Sa-
lutem plurimum conferre & excretiones
falutares reftituere. Quumgque Theriaca id
omnium fecuriflimé & certifiimé efficiat,

pcrmlttendum eft, ut laudibus bene par-
tis, porro eﬂ:.lurcfcat quas tuebitur in eorum
mambus qui Juﬁn tempore nec femere nec
timide, adhibebunt, nec omittendum vide-
tur, qund vix ufibus apta fit recens parata,:
& mininum fex menfes jam adeptam ad-
hiberi oporteat, quo vetuftior eo mititor,

deprehenditur.”” *

To conclude, VeniceTreacle was of univer-

{al Ufe and Beneﬁt in the Epidemick Fever
(in ‘the Year 1713) called the Dunkirk

B2 * FE‘UE?‘;

* Vide Joannis Henrici Schulzii przlettiones de viribus

& vfu Medicamentorum, &¢. Pag. 374. & 5. Norimbergz,
1736.
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the Diforder. “ In colicis affectibus pre-
 cipuam habet dignitatem, doloris enim
** magpitudo fepe totam in fe curationem
¢ intendit; & in miferam viz@ defperatio-
¢ nem plerofque injicit.”” This Medicine is
now laid afide ; but I am perfuaded it will in
moft Cafes anfwer much better than the Phi-
lomium Londinenfe in the New Difpenfatory,
Expertus loguor. Much more might here
beurged in Defence of many old Compo-
fitions laid afide to give way to Medicines
formed on a new Plan, according to the

refent Mode of Criticifm only, without the
%xperiencc and Time required for the
Eftablithment of new Compofitions ; but
many of thefe are already upon their De-
cline, and new Medicines taking Place, or
the old ones coming into Ufe again, particu-
larly Mithridate.
~ Thus unfettled muft even the Regular
Praétice of Phyfick be, *till Pbyficians, Apo-
thecaries and Surgeons keep to their proper
Stations in the Management of Patients, and
not break in one upon another by Noffrums
and Empirical Methods of Cure, whereby
the Art of Phyfick is expofed to Quackery
and Empirici{m; for, let him be a Phyfician,
Apothecary or Surgeon, that pretends to
impofe upon the Publick any Noffrum of
his own, or infallible Cure, in any Diftem-
per, that Man 15, 7/ faclo, as arrant a

Quack
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Botany is at a very low Ebb with
us: Dr. Sydenbam remarked, That it was
to be lamented that the Nature of Plants
was no better known to us, which feem-
ed to him the chiefelt of the Materia
Medica, and to be likeliet to afford fuch
Remedies as are called Specificks ; for Parts
of Animals may feem to agree too much

with the human Body, and Minerals 47/~

Jer too much; upon which Account, he

confefles ; the Minerals an{fwer Indications
more powerfully, than either Things taken
from Plants and Animals, but not Specifi-
cally, in the Senfe commoanly underftood.
But, alas! now it is rare to meet with a
Pra&itioner in Phyfick, that knows the firft
Principles of Botany, or concerns himfelf
about the Knowledge and true Nature of
Plants ; but leaves all to the Apothecary, or
(whichis worfe) to the fraudulentHerb-Folks
that notorioufly impofe upon all that truft
wholly to them. The Study and Know-
ledge of the Materia Medica is greatly
negleted, and Pharmacy is very little un-
derftood; in the room of which, Chemi-
cal Preparations and Noffrums are our
chief Study; and though we defpife the
Capitals in Pharmacy, which have ftood the
Teft of Ages, yet we are credulous to the
laft Degree, and put the Whole of our Con-
fidence in fome new-fangled Chemical

Preparation,
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I fhall begin with Dr. Mead, who fays

the J¢ch appears in a reddith Roughnefs of
the Skin, which is fucceeded by Pimples
that let out Matter of a fharp Ichor;and the
- Exulceration is attended with Itching, and
{preads by Contagion : It may juftly be call=
ed an Animated Difeafe, as owing its Origi-
nal to {fmall Animals; for there are certain
- Infe&s, fo very fmall as hardly to be feen
without the Affiftance of a Microfcope,
which depofite their Eggs in the Furrows of
the Cuticle, as in proper Nefts, where, by
the Warmth of the Place, they are hatched
in a fhort Time, and the young ones coming
to full Growth, penetrate into the very
Cutis with their fharp Heads, and gnaw and
tear the Fibres; their Bitings caufe an in-
tolerable Itching, which brings on a Ne-
ceflity of Scratching, whereby the Patient
is torn and emits a thin Humour, which
concretes into hard Scabs, while the little
Worms conftantly burrowing under the Cu-
ticle, and laying their Eggs in different
Places, fpread the Difeafe. Hence the Rea-
fon manifeftly appears, why the Difeafe is
communicated by the Linnen, Wearing-
Apparel, Gloves, &¢. which were ufed by
infected Perfons. For the Eggs, which had
ftuck to foft Subftances of this Kind, are
tubbed into the Furrows of the Cuticle, and
are there hatched and nourifhed. Now, what

C 19
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others do. This Infe& gets into the Skin,
‘where it is moft {oft and tender, and there-
fore moft frequently between the Fingers,
‘at the Bending of the Wrifts, the Bending
of the Arms, or the Clinching of the Ham),
‘or wherever the Cuticle is moft unctuous;
for in thefe Parts it gets a Lodgment moft
‘eafily, ’till, by Degrees, it finds a Paffage
“under the Cuticle, and there caufes that vio-
lent Itching which occafions the Patient by
Scratching to tear off the Top of the Pui-
‘tule. From thence commences a Scab with
Ulcerations, 8&c. Internals have nothing to
“ do in the Cure; but as i is Loca/, thofe Me-
_dicines which will kill Vermin, fuch as Lice,
.&c. are proper. in this; to wit, Mercury,
 Sulpbur, Spices, Coculus Indicus, &c. mixed
_in fome Ointment; and fome of thefe con-
~ftantly applied will perform the Cure. So
far Mr. Freke, * '

1 fhall conclude with Mr, Chefelden, who
remarks as follows: Take Hogs-lard, or
.Butter, one Pound; the beft Brimitone
finely powder’d, half a Pound : Mix them,
. and apply the Ointment to the Legs ondy,
., keeping the Stocking on afterwards ; there
18 no need to purge the Patient, for this
- Ointment operates only by getting into the
' C2 Blood,

® See An Effay on the Art of Healing, by Mr. Freke,
- Burgeon to St. Bartbolomew's Hofpital. - F. R. S. page 30.
3n ‘
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¢he Sores difcharged much.  He was told it
was the Ifch, and advifed to cure himfelf
with Brimftone and Frefh-butter, which
was accordingly done; the Sores healed very
foon, the Ifch difappeared, and he was
cured without Internals, or any Evacuations
whatfoever : But in a little Time after, he
was feized with Epilepti¢k Fits, which be-
came fo obftinate that they could not be
removed by the Care and Prefcriptions of
two of the moft eminent Phyﬁf::ians of
London now living ; but they told him he
muit leave off his Bufinefs and retire into
‘the Country, and pronounced him incura-
ble. I believe the Phyficians were not ap-
prized of his having had the Izch lately, and
the Nature of his Cure, but applied them-
felves to the Cure of the Epileptick Fits by
the moft approved Medicines, fuch as Eva-
cuations witﬁ Blifters, Valerian Root in large
Quantities, Caftor, Volatile Salts, &c. but to
no good Purpofe. Finding this to be the
whole State of the Cafe, I told him, that
notwithftanding the Difappointment he had
met with, I thoughthe might be cured of
his Epileptick Fitsby an Iffue in his Arm :
The Method taken was as follows ; Firft,
he was blooded, took three common Purges
with the Infufion of Sena and Syrup of
Buck-thorn, and then had an Jffus made in
his Arm, which run very well, and he had
but one Ep:’@ricﬁ Fit more 1n a Y ear after,
and
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fikver ‘Girdles, Mercurial Lotions, and Oint-
~ ments, are very noterious; the terrible Con-
fequences of all which have been too often
experienced, when applied empirically,
without due Regard had to Circumftances,
and. Time of Application; and I don’t
queftion but many bad Effects have been
overlooked and forgot.

It isa common Obiervation of the lower
Sort of People, that the Irch often poijons
their Blood (as they call it) and that they
never: have been {o well, as before the In-
fection ; and why ? becaufe this Diftemper
is generally. cured Empirically, without due
Confideration had of a proper Method of
Cure, not by Externals only, but by due
E vacuations andPreparatives moftly neceffary
in this Diforder. I will readily allow,
where the Infettion is recent, and {flight,
and the Conftitution good, Externals only
may, and often have a good Effe®, fo as
the Confequence may not be remarkably
bad, or be obferved : But what is this to the
general Do&rine of the Cure (in Queftion)
of all and of the worfe kind of J#ches of long
Standing, in which there is very often a
very great Difcharge of purulent Matter, as
apEcars by the Linnen they wear ; and the
whole Mafs of Blood may be fuppofed in
fome refpect to be infected ? Surely fome
Regard is to be had to the State of the Blood,

and
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« .:‘ﬂz:c refpiratio, anguftie preecordiorum,
« Sfebres, priepﬁa, Afthma,”’ &e.

To begin: The Jtch is a Puftulous Ex-
'ulccratmn of the Skin, more or lefs moift,
‘which is generally thought incurable with-
out the Ufe of Topicks. Hence, neglecting
all internal Remedies, they forththh have
Recourfe to various Su{pbuream and Mer-
curial Liniments, which they apply either
to the whole Surface of the Body, or only
to the Joints, though frequently with very
confiderable Danger both to Life and
Health; for it is never fafe by Topicks to

. cure extﬂrnal Diforders proceeding from an
Internal caufe; but as Nature expels the
Heterogeneous and morbid Matter, the
Phyfician ought to do the fame, and never
counteract the Intentions of Nature, which
is generally done by External Repcllents ap-
plied. The Cure of thefe Diforders ought
not only to be begun; but alfo finithed by
fuch Internal Medicines, as correct and dii-
pofe the peccant Matter to Excretion, and
at the fame Time eliminate it; to this "Clafs
of Medicines,” not only Dmpéarﬂm{s
Emollient and Laxative Infuﬁuns but
alfo, if the Jtch is inveterate and malig-
nant, Preparations of Mercury and Anu-
'mony. Then for the better Ccmiohdatiun
~ of the Skin, and the Reftitution of its
' Beauty,, we may ufe Baths; drying fulphure-
ous and Sdturnide Cintments, which can
D NEVeEr
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but alfo they that have lived a fedentary
Life, and are ufed to Filth, Stench, Slut-

: ,tlfhnefs or Naftinefs, are nbnoxmus to
b thefe'Difeaﬁ:s; inafmuch as the Cutaneous

Liquor being not at all eventilated, is cor-

rupted by mere Stagnation, and fo ob-

tains  the: Nature of a putrefying Fer-
ment ; to which moreover an Addition is
made b the Bloed, in like manner dﬁ-
ved and polluted |
“ Thirdly, If perhaps thefe Caufes be
wanting, fo as the Glandulous Hu-
mour of the Skin has contraéted no
Fault, either from the Blood or from its

own Stagnation, yet it is certain, that the
‘virulent Infetion communicated from

without, does neverthelefs render it pro-
lifick as to thefe Difeafes. ' This is
exceeding manifeft from vulgar Obferva-
tion, in as much as they that are beft in
Health, and have as good a Conttitution
as can be, icarce ever {leep withont
Harm in the fame Bed with an Jzchy
Perfon, or where fuch Perfon has lain ;
not only {o, but the Jzchy Perfcn’s Linnen
wathed with other Men’s often imparts
the Infection; and certainly the Morbid
Taint of no one Difeafe is more eafily
and certainly pmpnwted (the Plag_,ur* Q-
ly excepted) than this of the Ireh.”

D2 Thus
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from participating of the Taint, by which
many defperate and deadlyDifeafes of the
Brain and Noble Parts may be, and
often are occafioned.

It will, he fays, be needlefs to give Speci-
mens of the Cure in Hiftories of particular
Cafes, every where and all times offering, of
this Nature ; infomuch that there is fcarce
an old Woman to he found without {ome
iﬁ'ﬁt for the Ifch, although what Sort of

ares, might be inftanced in Many that
have been killed by curing their Diftem-
per in the Skin, without Heed to the Purg-
ing off the malign Humours or Reélifying
the Dyfcrafy of the Blood; as allo the
Fluxes oftentimes arifing from their Quick-

Sfilver Girdles and Ointments, to the great

Detriment of the fuffering Patient, and no
{mall Hazard of Life itfelf; Examples of
which are to be met with in feveral Writers
upon this {ubject.

Dr. Floyer obferves, That the Itch repell-
ed, or Ulcers {topped up, may occafiou an
Afthma, by filling the Blood with too-much
malignant Serofity, and that either flows
through the Glandules of the Lungs or
Brain, excites an Effervefcence in the Hu-
mours.

Of the Scald Head, which is by fome
deemed merely Local, and cured Empiti-
cally by outward Applications, I fhall only

remark
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~ {ar and conftant Derivation of the fame from
the Head, and for Security of the Brain and
nervous Syftem. The Phyfical Prefcription
may be the fame with that mentioned in the
Iteh and Childrens Scabs. .
Having gone thus far in producing proper
Authorities in behalf of a regular and me-
thodical Cure of the Irch, feald Head, &e.
as the general Opinion of former Practitio-
ners both Ancient and Modern, I fhall make
further Remarks of my own, and {o con-

clude. . |
- It muft be allowed, that there has been
great Difference, in refpect to the particular
Treatment of the Difeafe, as circumitances;
have varied : but the Dodtrine of curing all
{orts of. Ttches by Externals only, never was
. eftablifhed, ’till very lately, by the gegular
Practitioners of Phyfick ; and 1 can only ac-
~ count for this, by fuppofing thefe Great
Men have had but little Experience of their
own in thls particular; Authorum vel maximé
celebrium decreta Medica baud 1ta facilé re-
cipienda funt, que non multiplex ufus firma-
verit. FREIND. For Perfons affeted with the
Izch, are generally either very poor Objedts,
and can’t afford to have the beft Advice, or if
they doapply forAdvice,are diretted to Exter-
nals only, and very likely, by that Means, the
Itch may be cured ; but if any bad Confe-

quencesfollow, they are overlook'd or forgot;
or
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'dér; deftroy the Infects, fay they, and the
Work is done ; and what fo proper as Ex-
ternal Applications that will deftroy Ver-
min? and upon that Account, Internal Me-
- dicines muft be wholly needlefs,

This is a meer. Hypothefis, and no new

‘one; for the fame Animals or Infeéts have

‘bcen fuppofed to be the Caufe of the Plagze,
' Pox, the ill Effeéts of the Bite of a Mad
' Dog, and the Ifch, &c. and have had for their
' Authors Kircher, A&frframéy, Bononius, De
' Sault, Douglafs, Dr, Mead, and Mr, Frf,éf
&:c

= Sed c¢redat “fudwus Apella,

i
|
I
" "
s

b Non ego —

Ll
L)

S

“Et i pro vero femel admitteretur
« Juem Vfﬂe’reﬂm ab animalculis Sanguml
innatantibus produci, idem quoque pan

_]ur: fentiendum eflet, non modo d

¢ Pefte, ut olim Athanaﬁo Kircheroe fncic-
tate Jefu, ac nuperrimé Joanni Saguens ex

- ordine Minimorum vifum eft, fed etiam

de Variolis, Hydrophobia, Scabze, licheni-
bus, caetenfque a é’tlbus cantagmﬁs 17710
wero de omnibus Morbis, atque adeo uni-
verfa medicinz theoria peffum 1tura foret,
cum nihil quidquam dici poffit, ut pro-
bent Luem Veneream ab animalculis de-
- pendere, quod perinde non pugnet, valeat-

¢ que ad probandum ab animalculis fimili-

E bl
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R Elect. Lenit. 3jfs. Fl. Sulpbur. 3iij. Syr.
Rofar. folut. q. [. f. Elect.—Capiat
quant. nuc. Mofch. bis in dre.

If this does not anfwer to keep the Body
ﬂpeﬁ_; add to each Dofe a few Grains
of Powder of Falap for that Purpofe,

- This Method feldom fails; but if fo,
Brimftane and frefb Butter, or Hogslard (as
direCted by Mr. Chefelden) may be applied
to the Parts affe@ed with the Izch, for about
a Fortnight : Or a Liniment made with Po-
matum,(or Hogflard) two Ounces; white Pre-
cipitate of Mercury, two Drams ; mix for a
Liniment to be ufed as follows. [But I always
make ufe of White Precipitate made accor-
ding to the late Difpenfatory, and not ac-
cording to the laft new One, which directs
'the White Corrofive Sublimate in the mak-
ing, that may happen to be adulterated with
Arfenick, as’tis no uncommon Practice.] I
{hall here give Dire&ions, for the Ufe of the
above Liniment with fome Particulars, as fet
forth lately in the Norimberg Tranfaétions,
or Commercium Literar.
~ ““ Quavis vefpera fingulis articulis cubi-
¢ torum, carporum, &, ubi opuseft, popli-
¢ tum, tarforumque affricatur quantitas cir-
¢ citer Avellane tepide, vel ad ignem, teg-
mina & opificia lanea vitanda funt; mu-
“ tandi funt poft fanationem Veftitus du-
‘rante morbo geftati.—Damus fimul, preeci-

| D pue
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themfelves Time to refle@, butlike Quacks
and Mountebanks, who, if they amufe the
common People with prefent miraculous
Cures, as they are called, give themfelves
no Concern about future Confequences,
which too often end fatally. The common
Purges I make ufe of have been an Infufion
of Sema with Syrup of Rofés or Buckthorn,
Jalap or Rbubarb with Calynel, according
to Age and Strength,

I know the fathionable Purge is Manna,
with or without Glauber’s Sal¢, which have
had a mighty Run among all fort of Prac-
titioners ; but I think them both trifling
Medicines, no better than Lenitive Elec-
tuary, Caffia, or Sena and Prunes, and fuch
like. Manna is (I know not what) a meer
Manufalture, made different according to
the feveral Parts it comes from, of which
Magenus fays, © Plures fingendi Manne
¢ rationes exponere animi effet omnis ne-
¢ quitiz intelligentis ;° and I f{hall here in-~
fert a Letter upon Manna, publithed fome
Years ago, which is out of Print, and not
to be met with,

A LET-
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e kT B R
FROM AN

Apothecary in LOND O N,
TO HIS

Friend in the COUNTRY,

CONCERNING

LN N A

Dear SIR,
$ HE N laft in Town, we were
¢ with our Friend Mr. 7. M. who

¢ fhewed us his fine Collection of Drugs,
¢ which was the beft I ever faw. We then
“ had
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proved beyond Cnntrad:&mn, ‘that it is
< not a Honey Dew) hardened by the Heat
¢ of the Sun.. I won’t take upon me to fay,

¢ there is no fuch thing now to be had A-
¢ broad ; but what I infift upon is, that we
¢ have none of  that Kind hrnught over to
¢ us amongft the many different forts to be
¢ bought here. ‘The Manna we have in
g Eﬂgfaﬁd-is either imported from Leghorn,
¢ or fome Italian Port, and is efteemed the
¢ beft and fineft, cnmmnnly called Flaky, or
¢ Calabrian Manna, or another fort which
¢ Is coarfer, and is commonly called the fe-
< cond Manna, that is imported from Mar-
¢ feilles, and has been known to be made at
¢ Brianfon; a Town in the Upper Dauphiny
<in France, and thf:rtforf: called by Authﬂrs
 Manna Brigantina. As to thc Iralian
I‘ Manna, Authors of good Credit have

31{1'131'&& us, that it 15 nothing elfe but Su-
f.gar and . Huney, mixed tngf:ther with
¢ Sr;ammun J. a.and made into the fame
g‘ Shape we have it from thence. The Man-

‘ na 1mpnrted from Marfeilles, and made
‘at Brianfon in, Dauphiny, a French Phy-
« fician, of great Note has long ago averred
¢.to be adulterated with FHoney, Sugar, and
¢ the Juice of Tithysnals, or Spurge. “There-
¢ fore an Enquiry into this Affair is of greac
¢ Confequence, it. being fo generally ufed

m all da ingerous. Difeafes, as Fevers of all
: E * Kinds,
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¢ perience and Authority are to be appealed
“to, 1 could produce Authors of great
« Wci ht that have had their Sufpicions of

$ dts and would not ufe itin any of the dan-
¢ gerous Cafes before mentioned, nay, have
¢ urged that 1 it thould not be ufed at all. I
¢ fhall here give the Words of a very con-
¢ fiderable Writer to my Purpofe. ¢ Pour
¢ la Manne elle m’eft fort fufpecte en cette
¢ rencountre (indolore capm fatroci) & pre-
¢ {que toujours: car nous n’en avons point
¢ de veritable, & celle que nous avons,

¢ qu'on nous apporte d’Italie, n’eft autre

¢ chofe que du Sucre, & du miel mélés en
¢ femble avec un peu de Scammonee. Dans
“la Manne de Briangon il y a du Suc de
¢ tithymale & d’ efpurge. Hic & alibi

vendltur piper,” Tom. I. Lettre cxii. de
§ Mnnf Guy Patin. Cologne 1691.

< fhall now infert the Account that

§ Gﬁr;ﬁopﬁer A Cofta gives of the Compo-
¢ fition of a Sort of Mmfﬂa ufed in the Eaft
¢ Mff.r, and how he found it out.—* Man-
¢ nd utebatur medicus quidam Brachmanes,

¢ meus familiaris, degens in civitate Cochm
€atque {umme a bonitate commendabat
‘ - negans pretii vilitatem imminuere ejus
praﬁantlam, vilioris ideo pretii ®ftimari,
quumam major quam reliquorum generum

¢ illins mwcmrctur quantitas, Cum vero
F 2 " ¢ comi-
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¢ much, that we have fent more of it abroad
€ in one Year, than ever was made of the
¢ true genuine Saltin England. This Cheat
¢ was kept a Secret a great while; but now
¢ it is generally known, and what its Com-
¢ pofition is, which can’t be {o certainly faid
“ of Manna. Befides, if we do but con~
¢ fider the vaft Quantities of Manna yearly
¢ imported from ZLeghorn and Marfeilles,
“ we can’t doubt, but that itis a gainful
¢ Trade carried on Abroad with great Se-
¢ crecy. The more unknown a Medicine
¢ is, generally fpeaking, the greater Value
¢ we fet upon it; but furely it would be
¢ better all unknown factitious Drugs were
¢ banifhed out of our Shops, or however
¢ difcountenanced by the true Profefiors of
 Phyfick. Thefe are my Thoughts upon
¢ Manna, and its Ufe in Phyfick ; which,
¢ I queftion not, will be deemed odd and
¢ particular, being very different from the
¢ common Opinion had of this Drug : But
¢ I am ready to produce good Authorities
¢ for what I advance, and that this is a
¢ Matter of Concern to the Publick,

I am, Dear S IR,
London, June 2,  With Refpec?, yours 8cc.

1737
- P L.
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thofe that preferibe them, of fubflituting in
the Place, and under the Name of Glauber’s
Salt, the Sal Catharticus Amarus, by a
fraudulent Preparation made to refemble
the! other.—This Salt was fir prepared at
Lymingtony where the great Quantity of
Bittern, or Sqlutmn of the Sal Catharticus,

which remained after the Recovery of Sea
Salt from the Sea Water, enabled them to
fell it, converted into Cry fals like Glauber S
Salt; at avéry low Price. -This Salt was
at firft amongft the Dealers modeftly called
by the Name of the Place where it was
made; but it has fince been fo univerfally
fold for Glauber’s. Salt, that it has intirely
robbed the true one, ihvented, by him, of
his Name, which is, in Contradiftin¢tion to
it,called now Sal Mirabilis. Asthis counter-
feit:Kind is much more naufeous and dif-
agreeable to the Stomach, apt to produce
violent Sicknefs and Grlpes and on many
Accounts inferior to the true Kind, it 1s
extremely fit' that all Phyficians and others
who are apprized of thcfe Facts, fhould as
much as poffible difcourage the Ufe of it.
In order to difcover the Chna:, we are told
the following 'Method is infallible, wzz.

let the Salt fufpected be diffolved, and ‘when
the Solution is become clear and limpid,

add to it a fmall Quantity of a Solution of
Salt of Tartar, or any other Alcaline Salt

made
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bad Intention, and fhall be very willing to
retralt any thing I have here advanced, if
it can be made appear, I have been mifta-
ken in the Matter in hand, or what is here
 delivered is not the General Doétrine of
former Pratitioners at leaft. I with this
may be a Means of bringing on a further
Enquiry into this Affair, and that abler
Hands may be fet to work to clearup a

Matter of fo much Confequence to the
publick Welfare,

Fungar vice cotis, s————

e F007°s ipfa fecands.
d am, Dear S IR,
March 1,
1752 Your’'s, &c.

P. S. 1 here fend you Dr. Mead’s Cer-
tain Cure for the Bite of a Mad Dog, with
Remarks. -

G A CER-






s  ; éERTAIN
_”’:-.'I_:FOR T-Hg ;
'BITE of a MAD DOG.

ET the Patient be blooded at the
A:jm nine or ten Ounces.

Take of the Herb call’d in Latin Licher
cinereus terreflris, in Englith _Afb-colour’d
Ground Liverwort, clean’d, dry’d, and
powder’d, half an Ounce.

Of black Pepper powder’d, two Drachms.

Mix thefe well together, and divide the
" Powder into four Dofes, ong of which muft
be taken every Morning, fafting, for four
Mornings fucceflively, in half a Pint of
Cow’s Milk warm. After thefe four Dofes
e are
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Digeftives.—I f{hall add, that it ftems ne~
ceflary to make Iffues or running Sores,
upon, or very near the fame Part, and to
continue them for a Year, or fome Months
at leaft. If the Wound be at the firft well
managed, there needs nothing to be feared ;
for this feems to be the principal Part ne-
ceflary to the Cure, and I never heard of
this Method proving ineffectual ; but it is
generally- neglected, and too much Confi-
 dence placed in Specificks, which is the
reat Reafon we hear of fo many deplora-
%Ic Inftances of its Fatality. As to inter-
nal Specificks, hitherto afferted to be infal-
lible, I fhall only obferve, they have had
the common Fate of being fupported by
great Authorities for a Time, and after-
wards fallen into Difufe and Oblivion,—
As Anonymous, I could better deliver ‘my
Thoughts with a ftri¢t Regard to Truth,
but I hope have carefully avoided any thing
that can give Offence to any Perfon what-
ever: For I abhor the coammon Pra&ice of
- thofe that defame and write againft Par-
ticulars, (no matter in how'grofs a Manner,
{fo that theéy can be unknown) which is
what ought to be carefully avoided by a
Chriftian ; nay, a good Heathen would be
athamed of it. I fhall conclude with what
I have fomewhere met with concerning
Galen, worthy our Imitation : ¢ Qui nun-

¢ quam






