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8 1R,
HEI HAD the Favour of yours, with the
f Case of the Right Honourable Mr.
Winington inclofed, of which you are
iglcasd to defire my Opinion ; I know it
 Mmuft be efteem’d a Piece of unpardonable
7 _?rcfumpuon n a Coumry- Phyﬁcmn to
‘@;etcnd to meddle with the Pratice of any
. of your City-Dons ; the Gentlemen of the
?aculty, and every Dabler in your Metro-
lis look upon us Pra&itioners in the

b Country
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Country with the utmoft Contempt ; they
efteem us only as a regular Kind of Quacks;
fince we fometimes take upon us to kill or |
cure a Country Fox-Hunter by Rules which
we have not received from the College ; or
happen to differ a Scruple or two from
the Recipe of the Phyfician in Fafhion at
Sz, Fames's : But, as I know your Defign
in putting me upon this Task, is perfectly
free from any Malice to any Party that
may be directly or indire@ly concern’d in
the Queftion, and is founded upon the Love
of Truth and Juftice; I fhall venture to
cxpofe my Sentiments to you on that Sub-
ject without Referve, being fully convinc’d
that you'll judge of them with that Can-
dour which is always infeparable from a
Man of Honour and Learning.
I own to you, upon firft reading thﬁta?._?
- Pampblet, efpecially the Introduction and
Conclufion, T had fome Difficulty to per-
fuade myfelf that Do&or Thomfon was the
Author of it ; I was about to conclude it
the Offspring of fome of thofe buzzing
Tribe of Pamphleteers, whofe Bufinefs (as
he




£7.)
he obferves) is to afperfe ; who had pick’d

qp fomething of the CAsE from the A-
pothecary, and made free with that emi-
nent Name to promote the Sale of their
Labours; and I had certainly continued
in this Opinion, if I had not caft my Eyes
at the Bottom of the Title - Page, and
found that the Printer had put his own
Name to it at Length; which I am con-
vinc'd he would not have ventur'd to have
done, if he had not Doctor Thomfon’s Per-
miffion to father that Pamphlet upon
him.

My Doubts arofe from feveral Confide-
rations ; I judg’d that learned Gentleman
had more Prudence than to encourage this
newly-introduced Method of expofing Pa-
tients. to publick View, after they are rot-
ten in their Graves; and plaguing the
I:!ublick with Cafes wherein they have not
the leaft Concern ; nor can reap the leaft
Edification from ; what is it to the Pub-
dick, whether a great Man dy’d of a na-
tural Death, or of the Dofor; and it i,
flill of lefs Confequence, when the Quef-

tion
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tion is only, whether he dy’d of this, of
that Do&or, it is all one to/them whe-
ther he dy’d of the Doctor in Fathion,
or any mhtr;_ whether he was kill'd by
Rules prefcrib’d by the College, or the
- empyrical Conceits of fome fingularly con-

ceited obftinate Quack. :

All that can be learned from fuch pub-
lick Enquiries, is, that the Science of Me-
dicine is governed by no fix’d Principle, |
fince the Profeffors of it differ fo widely,
both in their Opinions and Pradtice ; and
Mankind muft, in a little Time, be ar-
gued into fuch a Notion of the whole

Profeflion, as to think themfelves happier
and f{afeft when out of their Hands.

The Preternce, which the Dottor makes
for juftifying a Practice, which he himfelf
condemns, is far from giving me that Sa-
tisfaction which he expedts from it.

He fuppofes he has a Right to vindi=
cate his Reputation, which is attack’'d by
private. Whifpers ; but 1 cannot imagine
that the Publick is concern’d in every Ar= |

ticle |
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cle of private Scandal that is propagated
1 this great City, to the Prejudice of pri
ste Perfons ; mor do I fee that any Man
as a Right to appeal to the Publick, un-
fs the Scandal is motorious, and the Per-
m’s Character {o publick; as he may rea-
nably fuppofe himfelf known to the
eateft Part of the Community ; or, when
ic Queftion concerns the Intereft of the
)ciety. Fa,

Now 1 cannot think fo meanly of Doc-
¥ Thomfon, as to fuppofe that he looks
on himielf as entitled to make his Ap-
al upon any of thefe Confiderations ;
#‘.Scandal he complains of muft be con=
ted to a few of his own Acquaintance
id Profeffion ; and I believe I may af:
'm, without Offence, that the Docor’s
ame and Charaer is fo far from being
;bfy‘k, that neither the one nor other i3
‘much as known to one Hundred:h
it of the Inhabitants of the Cities of
mdon and Weftminfler; and I'm fure,
#%ﬁﬁion, as it is circumftanc’d, no
'ays concerns the Publick, whethér he
llowed a rational Praétice, or not, or

B whe<
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whethf:r his Patient fuffer’d by his Ignﬁ
rance, or that of any other : Could tﬁ
Do&ors be brought to a legal Tryal, an
fuffer for their Mifinanagement, like othe
Criminals ; in that Cafe, the Publick wmﬁ
be concern’d in the ()Qeﬂmn and the Doc
tor might be juftify’d in his Appeal: But
as the Cafe now ftands, I cannot help fay
ing, that the Publick has a Right to r¢
jec the Appeal, and Ieavﬁ the Doctor t
carry on his Suit in the private Cou ;
where it firft commenc'd.

~ Had his Enemies, his fancy’d Calumni
ators, attack’d him firft, and charged his
with Male-Pra&ices in his Profeﬂmn
publick Manner, to be fure, he had a Ri
to have juftify’d himfelf in the fame Mar
ner ; but, as it is, Numbers of ill-natef
People will conjecture, that there is
Thing as the Calumny he fpeaks of ;b
that the Doctor either fancy’d that fue
Things were faid of him, or
of him; or had a Mind to take this M
thod of ralﬁng his Reputation, by acquain
ing the Puablick, that there was fuchié
eminent Perfon in Being, who had "
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his Power (if he was fo inclin'd) to have
kil'd a Right Honourable Pérfon, and
would be glad to have the like Opportumt]f

qf ferving every Right Honourable in the
ngdﬂm

4P

i Ill-natur’d People will be apt to make fuch
1CGI1_]E&HI’E upon the Doctor’s publifthing
the Cafe s ; for befides, that moft Men are
apt to put the worft Conftruion upon
Things, we are naturally fufpicious of a
Man, who feems over and above follicitous
in clearing his Innocence, efpecially when
it's not attack’d ; the Confcioufnefs of hav-
ing difcharged his Duty to the utmoft of
his Skill and Knowledge, to an honeft
Mind, is always a Shield fufficient againft
the Effects of private Scandal ; and fuch a
Man thinks the Author of fuch low Prac-
m:es {fo contemptible, that he does not think
m worth his own Notice, much lefs of
ﬁ;m_of the Publick,
Jf - There runs through the Introduction
md Conclufion of that Piece, fuch a Spi-
5it. of Refentment, and fuch an Acrimor
:%f Style, that gave me fill more Reafon
. B2 to.
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to doubt of Doétor Thomfon’s being the:
Author; for I confider'd that a Perfon,
who appeals to the Publick for a Juftifica~
tion of his Charater from private Scandal,
took a very prepofterous Method to obtain
his Ends, by taking that Opportunity to
fpew out Reflections againft a whole Body
of learned Men, and by indire&t Infinuati-
ons endeavour to wound the Reputation of
private P erfons much more eminent in the
Profeffion than himfelf, |

The Doctor has wrought himfelf up to
a Belief, that thefe Calumnies (which Le
phrafes poifon'd Arrows) eomes from Men
of his own Profeflion, whom he dignifies
on this Occafion with the genteel Epithet
of Aflaffins : And in the firfk Paragraph, |
lets the Publick into fome Secrets, which
he thould bave concealed with great In-
duftry : Firft, that the Queftion in Difpute.
relates to, or is chiefly aCtuated by private
Intereft on both Sides; in the next Placc
¢hat the Do&tor has introduced a new Me-
thod of Practice, differing from all the reft
of his Brethren; and laftly, that he ima-
gines himfelf of fuch Significancy, as to

alarm




(13)
arm all the Faculty with Fears of the

anger of their Profeffion from his Inng-
ations. ,
Thefe Conclufions are eafily drawn from
tefe Words, Page 6. < Private Intereft evi-
~dently points out the Afaffins; nor is it
to'be wonder’d, when the Shrines are in
Danger, that the Watchmen thould cla-
‘mour in Support of the Craft.” Now [’
nnot help thinking that fuch an Introduc-
on muit leave but a very indifferent Im-
Eﬁion upon the Minds of the Publick,

0 are, upon this Occafion, to pafs upon
Doctor as a Jury.

New Do&rines, againfta long eftabliflvd
allice, are received but flowly, however
- they may be; nor can the Maintainers
fuch newDo¢rines complain of theTreat-
0t they meet with from the Publick
ce they have a Right to know their U-
ty by Experience, before they reje@ Opi-
ms, which a long Tra& of Years have
wde familiar to their Apprehenfions; Man-~
id naturally abhor the Thoughts of trying
W Experiments in Phyfick; an honeft
| Phv.
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Phyfician is cautious of introducing a nqg
Practice, however well he may be convinc’s

of its Recitude in Theory ; and, if he h&
any Degree of Modefty, he will never ap
pear dogmatick in Opinions wherein h
ftands fingle, and oppofes the er.:: of

the reft of his Prufeﬂion _ ®
r

1 agree with Doctor Themfon, that th
modern Practice of Phyfick requires a Re
form, and that there is fometimes mot
Strefs laid upon a Diploma than ough t
be; yet I own that Reform to be too
duous a Task for both the Do&or and m
and that we fhall never argue theWorld @
of the Refpe&t they thow to a Dipl
until we convince them, that Envy b
no Share in our Contempt of ‘them, or the
we have fomething more folid to build o
own Reputation upon. o

T = r

The Doctor has given a fair Challenge
‘the Faculty, to attack his Practice ; which
hope none of them will be Fools enough
accept ; for what can any of them gain byt
Event of the Combat; ConviGtion is.mel
the Confequence of thefe Paper-Trialss @}
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"doubt if any of the eminent Phyficians, in
nd about London, would think the Victory,
Bbugh obtained, any confiderable Addition
o their Reputation; which they know de-
ends more upon the Succefs of their Practice
vith their Patients, than in fupporting their
dethod againft the Conceits of one Man ; and
efides they are fairly warn’d, that whoever
akes up the Gauntlet againft the Dotor,
naft expect to meet with a Reply, loaded
with Recriminations and perfonal Scandal;
hefe are fome of the Conditions of the Com-
nat; that the Do&or fhall have Leave to
rove, that his Antagonift, whoever he is,
1as kil'd more than he, and has not one
Brain of common Honefty. What is that
o the prefent Queftion? - how many the Doc-
tor and his Brethren have killed ; or whether
Lhey are Knaves or Fools; the fimple Point
in Iffue, is only, as the DoCtor has ftated it, |
10 more than if the Method obferved by him,
f treating his Right Honourable Patient, is
sonfiftent with Reafon, and the acknowledged
Principles of the Medical Science.
A

If the Doctor, in the Courfe of the De-
bate, had an Intention to keep to that Point,
he:
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he might have {pared himfelf that ungentle::
man-like Reflection, “ That common Ho-=:
¢ nefty is not always cflential to the prefent|
¢ Practice of Phyfick, nor Omnifcience thet
¢¢ Charaéteriftick of fome eminent Profeflorsi
« of it.” He who throws out private Sean-.
dal agiinft his Neighbour deferves fevere Pu=|
nithment ; but he who, as it were; throws|
Stones into a Multitude, and vents Scandal by
Wholefale, fhould at leaft be treated as aj
Madman, and like them deprived of all fha.rpl
Weapons.

But I apprehend, the Do&or threw out
that Threat of Recrimination to deter Peoplé_
from entering the Lifts with him ; and may
have given the Challenge, like the Champion
at a Coronation, when he is fure nobody dares
take him up. f

But however, I believe 1 may venture w
truft my Sentiments with you, without any
Danger of being expofed to the Refentmeng
of this medical Champion, wha has thus bold-

ly bid Defiance to all the Sons of Galen and'
Hipocrates,

In
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In confidering this Casx, I am obliged
to take the Symptoms, as ftated by the
Doctor ; of which I am bound in Charity
to believe he has given us a juft and ac-
curate Account, and fhall only enquire how
far, according to his own State of the
fﬂs E, he has follow’d a rational Prac-
stice,

As to his Treatment of the Patient for
the firft three Days, that is, from the fixth
till the ninth, I have nothing to obje& ;
bleeding, purging, and cooling Medicines
were very proper in that State of the Dif~
temper ; but I apprchend that the Doctor
.._ough't to have confulted Nature, and en-
deavour’d to have affifted her in that Kind
of Crifis, which fhe feem’d to point out ;
dweating is as natural a Crifis as any in
‘all Kind of feverifh Diforders; and it is
-my Opinion, had the Doétor adminifterd
Diaphoretick Medicines, and ftopp’d Bleed-
ing, the Fever might have been more ea-
fily conquer’d : A Phyfician, in all Cafes,
is but the Servant of Nature, and it is his
Bufinefs to cooperate with, and aflift her
in her Motion, and net to pretend to ob-

C frruct




( 18)
ftruct her in her Actings : Sweating was as|
natural as Evacuation to the feverith Sym-
‘ptoms as any other; and therefore I can
fee no Reafon the Do&or had to difcou-
rage it, much lefs to take it as a bad In-
dication.

The D‘lﬁemper we are now treating of
did not arrive from the Quantity of Bload,,
nor is the Defign of any Evacuation of
that Kind any other, than by leffening the
Quantity to increafe the Velocity of the
Fluids, that they may have greater Forcge
to remove any Obftructions that are in the
finaller Veflels : But, tho’ it is true, that
leflening the (Lantlty, increafes the Mﬂ-
mentum of the Blood, yet it is equally true,
that we may decreafe the Quantity fo much
as to deftroy the natural Tone of the Vel
fels, which muft be kept up to a certatn_
Degree, otherwife they cannot perfurm
their Functions in the animal Oeconomya|

The Fever, of itfelf, preys upon the|
Patient, and waftes his natural Strength,
Bleeding and Purging will weaken the
ftrongeft and moft healthy Conftitution,

L
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ow then are we to exped that Nature
n effe® her Defigns, when the whole
rocefs of the Curc feems calculated to
reaken her Faculties, and obftru& her
atural Motions,

If bleeding too much was neceflary in
1e prefent Cas g, the Dottor fhould have
tinued it during the whole Progrefs of
1¢ Diftemper, and never defifted while
1¢ Patient had a Drop of Blood left : He
as obliged to defift at laft, becaufe of
16 Weaknefs of the Patient ; and T ap.
rehend, he had better have defiited foon-
, Whﬂﬂ the Patient had Strength left
ifficient to afiift Nature, in her Attempts
;wards a Crifis,

On the 11th I find the Symptoms a-
ated, and there was fome Remiffion of
he Fever, which I fhould have taken as

proper Indication for adminiftring the
Iﬁk to which I think the Doctor could
iave no juft Exception, except that he
vas obftinately refolv’d to obtain a Cure
)y no other Means than Bleeding and
:"urgmg.

L2 And
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And accordingly we find on the 13th
that more Bleeding is orderd; tho w
muft believe, from the Violence of th
Diftemper, the frequent Purging, that th
Patient muft have been exceedingly muc
exhaufted. |

As to the Thrufh, I muft obferve, th
it’s very odd, that the Doctor fhould tak
no Noticc of it till the 17th, when W
find it arrivd to a confiderable Pitch
and that in all the Hi%ory of the Cas
there is no Mention of a fore Throat fror
the 6th: I think it very odd, that thei
thould be no Complaints of that Kind dﬁ
ring that Space ; if there was, that th
are not mention’d in the Casg, a
that the Dottor did not make an carll
Infpection into the Patient’s Throat. |

As to the Bleeding at the Nofe on the I
I cannot think that a fufficient ]uﬂlﬁﬁ_ |
for taking away more Blood, confidering
weak State of the Patient, and the Q_g.g
taken already; fince I am apt to believe,
if Nature had been fufficiently ftrong, &

would have effected a Crifis that Wﬁ'
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whlch this feeble Attempt (as the Doétor calls
lt) was a plain Indication,

However, that, and the Continuance of
tht': Thruth, determined the Doctor to order
" 14 Ounces to be taken away on the 18th, and
on the fame Day 7 Ounces more ; all which
left the Diftemper in the fame State, but I

believe muft leave the Patient little or no
"~i8t1'ength, to co-operate either with Nature or
Medicine.

- I own to you, upon the firft Appearance
of the Thrufh, I {hould have inclined to have
order’d a Blifter to the Back of the Neck,
‘which would have ftimulated the Blood, kept
up the Circulation, and perhaps diverted the
Humours to a lefs dangerous Part of the Body;
and would not half fo much have weaken’d
the Patient as thofe exceflive Bleedings, which
‘muft have ruined his Conftitution, had he
" had the good Fortune to have got the better
_ of the Fever.

 We find him now fo low, that Bleeding
mu[’c be defifted, and even Purges admimi-

tred
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tred with uncommon Caution, tho’ the
Symptoms of the Thruth flill increas’d 5 fo
that I think I may naturally conclude, that
the frequent Bleedings had no other Effe®
but to weaken the Patient to a Degree,
which his Diftemper would not have effeGed
in double the Time.

As to the Draughts, which Sir Edward
Hulfe prefcribed, I think the Docor has
not informed us if or not the Patient took
them ; bat, in my Opinion, it’s nos mate-
rial, fince, according to the State of the
Case, and the Do&or’s Sentence pafs'd
upon him, the Fate of the Patient no Way

depended upon his taking thefe, or any 0-1
ther Medicine,

Upon the Whole, I fhall freely confefs,
that I with the Doctor had attempted that
Crifis, which Nature itfelf feem’d to pmnIF
out, and had fooner defifted from Bleed=
ing, fince he was obliged to do it at laft
after he had deprived Nature, to which he
was obliged, in the End to have Recourfe
of all Affiftance from the Strength of the

- R
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atient’s Conftitution, which, judeed, muft
ave been a good one, to bear fo long fuch
peated Bleeding and Purging, together
ith the Weight of an acute Diftemper.

I have open’d my Mind to you on this
lccafion, with the Freedom of a Friend;
id fubmit my Sentiments to your Judg-
ient, being fully convinc’d you'll put a
indid Conftruction upon them: I am
rry I thould difter with the Learned Doc-
x Thomfon; but 1 do it witheut any Mixe
we of Malice, or any private View what-
ver ; my Practice can never interfere with
is, therefore, I muft not be included in
1e Number of the Craft, that are alarm’d
t the Danger of their Shrines, T only
rfh, that Gentlemen concern’d in the Me-
icinal Way would live fo with one ano-
ier, as not to give the World Caufe to
old them all in equal Contempt; and I
vith that Doctor Thomforn had not given the
refent Handle for the Ridicule to which
he Profeffion is at prefent exposd: I am
atisfy’d in my own Mind, that whatever
Jpinion Men of Letters may entertain of

the






