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 To His Excellency

P iH T L oR
Earl of CHESTERFIELD,

Lord Lieutenant General, and
General Governor of IRELAN D.

IGH Stations furnifh great Op-

; portunities of doing Good,
where there is a Head to difcern, and
a Heart to apply. Your Excellency
1s eminent for both. Since your Ar-
rival in this Kingdom, you have ac-
quired a thorough Knowledge of its In-
terefts, which ycu apply to the Service
of his Majefty, and the Public ; in fuch
a Manner, that your Adminiftration
will be always remembered with Gra-
titude and Honour. Your Manage-
ment, {o generous of your own, and fo
frugal of the public Treafure, joined
with



{4)

with 2 condué& {o open and fincere,,
- without the leaft Tinéture or Sufpicioni
of private Views, leave us ata Lofs tos
determine, which to admire moft, the:
true Policy, or the Probity of our:
Governor.

That benevolent and difinterefted!
Spirit, which diftinguifhes your Ca-
ra&er, hath emboldened me to addrefs:
this {mall Treatife to your Excellency s
which, as it is calculated to promote:
the pubhc Good, coincides {o far with
your own Views, as to feem entitled to
fome Share of your Prote@ion and Pa-
tronage.

I
I

! am,
With the greate;s Refpell,
| Youy Excellency’s mq/tl? Obedient:.
and moft Humble Servant,

THoMAs PrIOR!
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I'ARWATE R,

1. AVIN G publithed, in the Dubliz
H Fournal of the Third of Fuly, 1744,
Remarks on an Advertifement, and up-

on certain Affidavits mentioned therein, concerning
the Effects of Tar-water in Stepbens’s Hofpital, and a
having promifed to communicate to the Public,
an Account of feveral Perfons, who have been en-
tirely cured, or greatly relieved by the Ufe of Tar-
water only, together with their Names, Places of
Abode, and Nature of their Ailments; 1 now
* addrefs myfelf to the Performance of my Promife,
which hitherto has been delayed by many interven-
ing Affairs, and by the Length of Time that was
requifite to obtain full Information in 2 Multitude
of Cafes that daily occurred; but this Delay hath
given me an Opportunity of procuring a more par-
ticular
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ticular and exat Account of the Cafes of many Pa-
tients, and the Progrefs of their Relief, which muft
give more Satisfaction, than a fhort imperfect De-
t2il of the Effects of Tar-water on the firflt Tryals
could poflibly afford. And finding that new Tryals
and Difcoveries were made of the Virtues of Tar-
water in many different Diftempers, and that fome
Patients, who drank it for one Ailment only, yet
found furprifing and unexpected Relief in other
Ailments they laboured under, I thought it proper
to wait for the full Effect of thofe Tryals, and to
find out if others, in the like Cafes, had not alfo re-
cetved the fame Benefit; which would be a farther
Confirmation of the Efficacy of Tar-water in fuch
Diftempers.

2. Many, on the general Invitation given in the
Journal above-mentioned, feveral others, on particu-
lar Application, very freely communicated their Ail-
ments and Reliefs for the good of Mankind.. Some,
who had received Benefit by Tar-water on the firft
drinking of it, chofe to poftpone fending their Ac-
counts, till they had received the tull Benefit they
expected by a longer Ufe of it. Some, efpecially
of the Female Sex, communicated their Cafes, and
the Benefit they received, yet were unwilling to
have their Names mentioned in public. Some
Cafes required a long Ufe of Tar-water, before any
Judgment could be formed of the Efficacy of i,
and before a Cure could be effected. It was alfo
fuggefted by fome, who decried the Ufe of Tar-
water, that whatever feeming Benefit fome might
have received on their firft drinking of it, yer, that
towards the Fall of the Leaf, or the Winter follow-
Ing, they would feel fatal Confequences from it, in-
finuating, at the fame time, that it was dangerous
to girmk it in the Dog-days, or in cold Weather, by
which Means feveral were prevailed upon to lay a-
fide the drinking of it for fome Months; but find-

I ing



TAR-WATER. 3
ing no fuch Confequences, they have fince refumed
the drinking of it with great Advantage.

3. For thefe, and many other Reafons, the Pub-
lication of the Effects of Tar-water has been fo long
deferred 5 but now that we find many Thoufands
have drank Tar-water, and great Numbers have re-
ceived Benefit thereby ; fince Time, Experience,
and many Tryals (the fureft Guides in Cafes of this
Nature) have eftablifhed the Creditand Ufe of this
Medicine, it would be a Prejudice to the Public,
and an Injury to Mankind, toidefer any longer the
Publication of the many unexpected and furprifing
Cures effe¢ted by Tar-water.  And as particular In-
ftances and Faéts, within the Knowledge and Ob-
fervation of every one, make ftronger Impreflions
than general Affertionsand Reafonings cando; it is
with great Satisfaction Ican inform the Public, thac
I am furnifhed with a great Number of authentic
Accounts of the Effects of Tar-water, (more per-
haps than ever happened in the Cafe of any other
Medicine in fo fhort a time) and that chiefly from
the Patients themfelves, moft of them Men of Cha-
racter and Integrity, who, befides the Pleafure of
recounting the Benefits they received, had no other
View in communicating their Cafes, but to promote
the Good of others, and particularly of thofe, who
might have the Misfortune of labouring under the
fame Diforders.

4. Having no other View in publithing this Nar-
rative, but to promote the fame good Intentions, [
can affure the Public, that I have, with the greateft
Candor'and Impartiality, laid before them the Faéts
and Cafes, as they were communicated to me; for
which Purpofe T beg Leave to publith the Letters
of particular Gentlemen, who have been fo good as
to give a Detail of their own Diforders, or of thofe
of their Neighbours and Acquaintance, and of the
Benefit they received; the Originals of whieh may

B 2 be
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. be viewed in my Hands, and I hope thofe Gentle-
. men will excufe the Liberty I have taken in publith-
| ing their Lerters, which, as they were defigned for
| the Good of Mankind, fo I do not in the leaft
- doubt, but that they were communicated with the
- fame beneficent Intentions ; and as they come from
Gentlemen of Character and Worth, they will not
fail to be much regarded, make the following Nar-
rative more Authentick, and be the Means of pro-
mutmg the good of Thoufands.

From Iﬂmf:, I had the Accounts of their Cafes
from their own Mouths; and any one, who will
give himfelf the Trouble of enquiring, may be fa-
tisfied of the Truth thereof from the Perfons them-
felves, whofe Names are herein mentioned. Some
Gentlemen in the Country hearing of the Succefs of
Tar-water among their Ne:ghbuurs, made a firict
Enquiry, and were pleafed to fend me Accounts of
feveral relieved thereby. I have alfo taken Notice
of the Cafes of feveral Perfons, without mentioning
their Names, in Compliance with their Defires not
to have their Names publithed ; but if any fhould
be defirous to know who the Perfons are, whole
Names are omitted, I fhall be ready, for their pri-
vate Satisfaction, to let them know fo much.

6. At firft many Cafes occurred, of Perfons trou-
bled with Colds, Coughs, Difficulty of Breathing,
want of Reft and Appetite, which were foon re-
moved by the Ufe of Tar-water; but as it may be
shought, that thefe Ailments might be removed
by Exercife, Air, proper Diet, or other Medicines,
without being beholden to Tar-water, I have omit-
ted moft of thofe Cafes, though the Quicknefs and
Eafe with which they were relieved, and the Num-
ber of the Cures, muft greatly recommended the Ufe
of this Medicine. Thofe Cafes were thought too
flight to lay any Strefs upon: But the Inftances
produced in this Narrative, are, for the moft part,

Cafes
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Cafes of the molft grievous and dangerous Diftem-
pers, Acute and Chronical 3 fuch as the Gout,
King’s-Evil, inveterate Scurvies, and Ulcers, con-
firmed Afthmas, and Coughs, Fevers, Pleurifies,
Rheumaufms, and Colics, €. which rarely give
Way to any Medicines; thofe in common Ufe
having generally failed in the Inftancesherein men-
tloned but they all, in a great meafure, yielded to
the Power and Efﬁcacy of Tar-water, as will ap-
pear by the fubfequent Narrative.

7. But, in order to lay the Whole ina fair Light
betore the Reader, I Ihail beg Leave, by Way of
Introduction, to re-publifh the Affidavit, and my
Remarks thereon, which gave the firft Occafion of
writing on this Subject, together with fome Ob-
fervations, publithed in Eugland, relating to that
Affidavit, and fhall then prnceed to give an am-
ple Account of the Effects of Tar-water, according
to Promife.

8. The faid Remarks were as follow:

Remarks on a late Advertilement, and upon certain
Afhdavits mentioned therein, concerning the Effcils
of Tar-water in Stephens’s Hofpilal,

The Advertifement was publifhed in the Duth-
lin ?’mxﬂmf of the Second of Fume, 1744, in the
following Words, viz. < We are very well inform-
ed, that many voluntary Affidavits have been made
before Alderman #alker, of the unfucceisful Ufe
of Tar-water in Dr. Stephens’s Hofpital, by Num-
bers of Patients in that Houfe, fetting forth, that,
after a long Series of ufing Tar-water, in the moft
ftrict and regular manner, none found themfelves in
any wife becter, but many of them much worfe ;
and that thefe 4ffidavits are in the Hands of the
Vifitors of the Hofpital, and may, at any Time, be
viewed by the Curious in this Mateer,”

10. Being furprized to hear, that in Stephens
Hofpital alone, none found themfclves any wmj

5o better,
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setter, and many of them worfe, by the Ufe of
Tar-water, whep, at the fame Time, great Nume
bers both in Town and Country had received great
znefit thereby ; and being fully perfuaded, by the
furprizing Benefits which many of my Acquaint-
ance have received, and daily do receive by Tar-
water, that it isa ufeful and moft fafe Medicine 3
my regard to Truth and the good of Mankind in-
duced me to make an Enquiry into the Contents of
thofe AfFidavits, on which fo much ftrefs had been
Jaid in the Advertifement. BICE{ '
11. laccordingly addreficd myfelf to the vifiting
Phyficians of the Hofpital, who thewed me the ori-
ginal Affidavits, and gave me leave to take Copies
of them, and at the fame time declared, that the
faid Advertifement was publithed without his
Kncwledge.
| - 12. That the Public may be better able to judge
pf the Force of thote Affidavits, and the Truth of
the Advertijfement, I thall here publifth one of them,
which may ferve for the reft, all of them being
written 1n the fame Form and Words, except an
Addition to three of them, which I fhall alfo take
notice of. The Affidavit fhall mention, isin the
following Words :

County of the Sylvefter Dowdal, one of the Patients
:‘-’"J" “fD”H’“} in Stephens’s Hofpital, came this Day
bﬁfﬁre me, and made Oath, that he
conftantly drank theTar-water by the
Direétions of Dr. Lebunte, for about
nine Weeks,and depofed that he hath
not found any Benefit thereby.,

AT

Sworn before me the His

35th of May, 1744. Syl O Dowdal
William Ialker. Mark.

13. The

L T St
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13. The Door informed me, thatthe faid Dow-
dal had an Impofthume in his Stomach, and mention-
ed the Difeafe which the others laboured under,
and faid the Patients began to drink the Water on
the-26th of AMarch, and that fome, who were
:::lardered to drink the Water, neglefted fo to

0.

14. There were but fix Affidavits in all, the
Depofitions of the remaining Five, which were
taken at the fame Time, are to the following Pur-
pofe:

15. ¢ Fames Martin,in a high Degree of Lepro-
{y, fwears he drank Tar-water near fix Weeks with-
out any Benefit.

16. ¢ Bariholomew Hughs, in an Afthmaand Con-
fumption of the Lungs, drank Tar-water feven
Weeks without any Benefit as to his Shortnefs of
Breath, which was his principal Diforder.

17. “ Mary Malone, for the Itch, drank the Tar-
water five Weeks, without any Benefits but being
put into another Courfe for three Weeks, finds her-
felf much better.

18. ¢ Patrick Shaghnufy, for an inveterateItch,
drank Tar-water fix Weeks, found no Benefit, but
found himfelf much worfe; butbeing put into ano-
ther Courfe finds himfelf much better.

19. ¢ Ma.——in the foul Difeafe, drank Tar-
water {ix Weeks, without any Benefit, but found
herfelf much worfe; but being put into another
Courfe, finds herfelf much better.”

20. This is the Subftance of the Affidavits,
whereof four were made by Perfons that could nor
write their Names,

21. When Tar-water firft began to obtain fome
Vogue, it was expeéted, that the Learned would
have left it to its own Fate, as was done in the Cale
of Quickfilver, and #ard’s Pill; and indeed one
would have thought, that an Oppofition to a Me-

B4 dicine
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dicine of this Nature, muft have been either need-
lefs or criminal: If the Medicine be bad, it will die
away of itfelf; if good, it is plainly unwarrantable
to oppofe it. How far this Oppofition, coming
from a Quarter that may poflibly be fufpected of
having fome Intereft in the Matter, can be recon-
ciled with the Rules of Prudence, is fubmitted to
the publick Confideration: The Doétor, who is
known to be a Man of Worth and Skill in his Pro-
feflion, acted very properly, and with good Inten-
tion, in prefcribing this Water, to be taken, even in
the worft Cafes, in the Hofpital; and I hear he has
prefcribed it to others, out of the Hofpital, with
Succefs; but the Ufe that others have made of what
he had done, without his Knowledge, gives room
for making the following Remarks.

22. It 1s {aid in the Advertifement, that many
voluntary Affidavits have been made by Numbers of
Patients in the Hofpital, fetting forch, that ¢« after
¢¢ long Series of ufing Tar-water, in the moft ftrict
¢¢ and regular manner,nione found themfelves in any
¢ wife better, butmany of them much worfe.” Now
upon comparing the Advertifement with the Affida-
wits, we can find no Wordsin the latter to fupport
thofe Aflertions; not a Word of a long Series, or the
moft frifi and regular Manner, or that none received
Benefit 5 and it was impoffible that any one Patient
could fafely fwear, that-none in the Houfe received
the leaft Bencfit, whatever he might have {aid of his
own Cafe: And by the Words mentioned in the
Aduvertifemont, that many voluntary Jjfidavits have
been made by Numbers of Patients in that Houfe,
ene mignt have expected to have met with a nu-
merous Train of fuch Afidavitsy but behold, they
are dwindled to Six only, by which itappears, that
the Advertijoment doth no way tally with the Aff-
daviés, nor can be fupported or warranted by them,
Bix of themoit defperatg Cafes in the whole Hofpital,

were
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. were culled out for the Affidavits, and thefe made
 the only Tefts of the Virtues of Tar-water, upon {o
| thort a Trial as five or fix Wecks; altho’ the Dif-
| tempers were inveterate and chronical, and plain-
' ly required a Length of Time toeffect a Cure, Did
. ever any prudent Man try the Force of a Medicine
| at firflt, in defperate Cafes only! What Medicine in
the World could ftand, if a few [nftances of its Un-
fuccefsfulnefs were {ufficient to deftroy its Credit? or
what would become of the Praice, or Credit of
Phyficians, if Inftances of their failing to cure, by
the Medicines they prefcribe, fhould beurged againft
their Medicines or Practice? were not feveral of the
faid Patients in the Hofpital without Relief many
- Months before they drank Tar-water?

23. It does not appear by the Affidavits, that
Juftice was done to Tar-water in Quantity, in Time,
in accompanying it with any outward Wath of Tar-
water, as was proper in the Cafe of outward Sores,
or in acknowledging that it concurred in the Cure
of the Itchs in which laft Cafe Tar-water, by
driving the Venom from the Blood to the Surface,
will increafe the Sores for a time, and make igno-
rant Patients think themf{elves worfe. And proba-
bly this very Thing facilitated and proved the main
Part of the Cure; tor as foon as they were anointed
with Brimftone, they found themfelves better; and

it is not probable they would have been kept in the
Hofpital fo long before they drank Tar-water, ifa
bare outward aneinting could have cured them. The
Conduct of the Advertifers doth not appear to be
very fair; in order to difcourage the Ufe of Tar-
water, they fay that none of the Patients in the Hof-
pital received any Benefitby Tar-water, though they
produce Affidavitsof but Six of them, and thofe i:s
defperate Cafes; but they take not the leaft Notice
at the fame time of any Perfons who received any
Benefit by it: In this Point they are intirely filent 5

Iap-
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I appeal to the Publick, if this be fair and equal
Dealing, butwe fhall take Care to fupply that De-
te€t: They themfelves know, and the whole City
can teftify, the many Inftances of Perfons of ai[
Ranks, who have received the greateft Benefit by
Tar-water, and this in a great Variety of Cafes.

24. In Proof whereof, for the Good of Mankind,
and for the fakeof Truth, we fhall publith a Lift of
thofe within our Knowledge, who have been either
intirely cured, or greatly relieved by the Ufe of Tar-
water alone, with the Places of their Abode, and in
what Ailments they received Benefit; that every
other Perfon, who may have the fame Sort of Ail-
ment, may know what Perfons.to apply to, and be
informed of the Particulars of their Cure, and there-
by may have an Opportunity of obtaining the like
Relief themfelves; and in order to make the Lift as
complete as poffible, it is earneftly defired, that they
who have received Benefit by Tar-water, would be
fo good and humane, as to fend their Names, and,
Places of Abode, to Thomas Prior, Efg; at his
Houfe in Bolton-Street 5 and at the fame Time it isi
alfo defired, that they who have received any Harm,
by Tar-water, (if any fuch there be) would be fo:
good to fend their Names, and Places of Abode, in
like manner ; and we have the greateft Hopes of be-
ing gratified in this Particular, as we have no othen
View or Intention in this Affair, but, on the one
hand, to do all the Good in our Power, and on the
other, to guard againit all the Evils that may poffi-.
bly happen, and fo do equal Juftice to the Publick.

25. By what we have already experienced, and
daily doexperience, of the good Effe¢tsof Tar-water.,
we have great Reafon to be perfuaded, and greaten
ftill to rejoice, that the World is bleft with a Me~
dicine, fo efficacious as feldom to fail of Succefs, fci
general as to relieve in moft Difeafes, fo fafe as neven
to be attended with Danger, and yet {fo cheap, as tcd

et
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“in the Power of the peoreft Perfon to purchafe,
d we hope in Gop, that every Day’s Experience
11, more and more, cenfirm us in this Perfuafion.
26. The aforefaid Advertifement from Stephens’s
ofpital,being publifh’d in the Engli/b News-papers,
oved a Gentleman, in the North of England, tofend
Letter to the Publithers of the Newcaftle Fournal,
hich they printed in their Journal, with a Preface,
«d was after re-printed in the Dublin Fournal on
ie 211t of August, in the Words following : :
2%.  There appears fo benevolent a Defign in
the following Letter, that fhould we delay the
Publication of it, we might beaccufed, not on-
ly of Ingratitude to the ingenious Author, but
of Injuftice to the Public.”’

To the Publifbers of the Newcaftle Journal.

Gentlemen,

28. I was moved with no little Indignation and
'oncern,at reading a fly inveterateParagraph againft
“ar-water, in a late Newcastle Courant, publifhed, 1t
rems originally for an Article of News, in the Pa-
ers of Dublin : But what Quarter it thould come
rom there, together with the Purpofes intended it
hould anfwer, are plain enough to be guefled at:
[o obviate, therefore, as much as in me lies, the
\ Effects of fo malevolenta Defign, I think myfelf
adifpenfibly obliged, as well by the Ties of Juftice
nd Graritude, to the excellent Writer upon the ex-
enfive Virtues of Tar-water, and Difcoverer of its
rowerful Effects, as by thofe of Charity and Bene-
olence to my Fellow-Creatures and Sufferers, to
nake known to the Public, through the Means of
our Paper, the ineftimable Benefits that have ac-
rued to me and mine, fromthe Ufe of it.

29. I had long laboured under thefe following
omplicated Diftempers, wiz. Palfy, Colic, Rhecu-
' ' matifm,
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matifm, Gravel and Piles; in all which Cafes
found furprifing Relief from Tar-water, and that |
confiderably lefs time than a Month from beginnin
to drink it. And it has worked {till greater Effeél
upon my Wife, who was infefted to the highe
Degree, with that Engli/b Plague, the Scurvy,
gether with a large Train of Diforders, naturall
incident to fuch a Height of it; from which, H
~ the fame Means, and in the fame Compafs of Timg
fhe is recovered in fuch a Manner, as amazesall wh
were acquainted with her Condition ; and that for tf
Time it has been effeted in, both fhe and myfe
are reftored to Health, in a Degree infinitely beyon
our moft fanguine Expectations; the Truth wher
of Iam ready to atteft to any one who fhall requi:
it of me; moreover I have been a Witnefs of 1
extraordinary falutary Effects in fome of my A
quaintance, to a Degree little fhort of our own: §
happy an Experience, therefore, both in myfelfan
others, of its wonderful Operation and Force, leav:
me not the leaft room to doubt that Tar-water
the moft fovereign, and extenfive Remedy, an
Cure for Difeafes in general ; fafeft to be taken, |
well as the eafieft in the Operation, that ever wi
found out in the whole Materia Medica; and |
fuch, may be recomended to the World, na
withftanding the finifter Paragraph above mentio:
ed. And, if it is not an Abfurdity to fuppofe fuc
a Thing in Nature as a Panacea, nothing furel
ever bid fofair as this for that Character before. |
my thus praifing Tar-water, I think I cannot |
fufpected to be actuated by any other Intere
than the general Welfare and Happinefs of the by
man Species, willing them to fhare and enjoy ti
precious Efiects of it equally with myfelf. I pu
polely forbore, Gentlemen, troubling you with th
fooner, bec.ufe I would firft be well warranted
my own Mind for whatever I had to fay upon tl
Subjec
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ubjet, that I might not in the leaft invade the
ounds of Truth, which in all Cafes, and efpecially
a fo delicate an Affair as this, every one ought to
)e very cautious of. '

30. I fhall conclude with the good Bithop’s own
Words, (feleGted from his admirable Treatife of
yiris, for the generous difinterefted Prefent whereof,
rogether with the invaluable Services likely to re-
fult therefrom, the World will for ever remain the
Debtor ;) viz. <¢ Men may cenfure and object as they
¢ pleafe, but I appeal to Time and Experiment.
¢« Effects mifimputed, Cafes wrong told, Circum-
“¢ ftances overlooked, perhaps too, Prejudices and
¢« Partialitiesagainft Truch, mayfor a Time prevail,
¢« and keep her at the Bottom of her Well: From
< whence, neverthelefs, fhe emergeth {ooner or la-
<< ter, and ftrikes the Eyes of all, who do not keep
¢ them fhut.” I am, Gentlemen, yours, &,

N .B. If the Genuinefs of the above Letter thould
be doubted, or any one defire further Information
concerning it, the Author, who livesin the County
of Durbam, has authorized us to fatisfy any Perfon,
upon Application to the Printer of this Paper.

31, This Inftance thews that many different Ail-
ments in the {ame Perfon, and a Complication of
Diftempers, may be all cured at the fame Time
by the fame Medicine.

23. William Ward of Cockerton near Darlington
in the County of Durbam, Efq; having feen the
aforefaid Advertifement and Remarks in the New-
caftle Fournal, was pleafed to communicate his Cafe
and Relief in feveral Letters, according to the Pro-
grefs of his Cure.  And his Cafe being very fingu-
lar and worth taking Notice of, I take this Oppor-
tunity of publithing Extraéts of his Letters in his
own Words, which are as follow :

From
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From his Letter, dated Fune 8, 1744.

33. ¢ I began to drink Tar-water for an Afthn
this Day Fortnight, and take it Night and Mornig
a Glafs, whereof three make a Pint. I find it ope:
my Body gently, about two Stools a Day; butl
have had my Fits, asoftenand violently as befon
I am not fo weak as to think I was to have fous
a perceptible Benefit in fo thort a Space, but tha
- {till continue it 3 I have had my Afthma upwarc
of twelve Years, but not fo violent as at prefen
and for feven Years laft; in which Time I hav
not been in Bed, or at moft, not above three or fot
Hours once ina Year, when I have flattered myfe
with being tolerably well ; and then, as foon as
awaked, I found by the Head of the Bed, I wz
quite loaden, as I thought, with Phlegm, thoug
a dry Afthma ; fothat I was obliged to get up an
have Recourfe to a Pipe of Tobacco, which I uf
all the Time I am ill, for I have no Eafe when
do not fmoak. I am feldom without a Fit abov
three or four Days, and continue as long in it, an
as foon as Rain comesI am eafy; I have it alfo 3
gainft the leaft Change of Weather.

My Father hasit, and my Grand-mother died o
it 5 fo that I have lefs Hopes of a Cure, as it feem
to be hereditary. I have tried many of the mof
eminent Phyficians in England, but never founc
Benefit. I have had Iflues in my Shoulders, and aj
prefent one under each Breaft, but cannot fay I reaj
any Advantage. The Medicines I have taken an
innumerable.”

From his Letter, dated Fuly 27, 1744.

“ I now relate to you the Succefs I have me
with from the Tar-water. The firft Month I cook
it my Fits were as violent and frequent as ufual
The fecond Month I had not one Fit, but ont

Night,
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Night, which was very ealy; and I believe I might
have continued to have found a daily Benefit, if
I had not been obliged to attend at the Affizes;
where I have received a moft violent Cold, which
has brought on both my Afthma and a Cough: So
that at prefent I am very ill, but am taking all the
Care I can now to recover myfelf; for I found
fo much Pleafure in that Menth’s Fafe, that no
Temptation can induce me to {werve from Rules.
I can’t fo much as lye back in an eafy Chair; for
I have a Table fet by the Side of my Chair, with
Pillows on it, fol lay my Arm on them, and my
Head on my Arm; and if 1 am very ill, can’t even
reft that Way, fo thatno Bed can be contrived for
me to reft on yet; and though I fay above, that
I had not a Fit for a Month, yet if I lay back in
my Chair then, it made me uneafy in two Minutes:
I drank Tar-water frequently in the Day, butnot a
Quarter of a Pint ata time, for I find it agrees bet-
‘ter with my Stomach than drinking a larger Quan-
tity; and in cthe Day, I may take fuch a Quantity
five or fix times, as agrees with me. I muft beg to
take Notice of one very great Effect it has had on
me (which I hope is a good Symptom:)

35. Before I drank the Tar-water, my Feet were
always as cold as Ice, fo that I had not the leaft Per-
Apiration in them; for if 1 had not wafhed them
fora Year, they were as clean and dry as the back
of my Hand: But now, in the lalt Month I was
fo eafy, I found my Feet {weat very copioufly, and
found, in wearing a Pair of new Stockings only a
“Week, that all the Soals were worn and mouldered
away; and what was left was very red, as if I had
burnt them.

36. I beg Pardon for dwelling fo long upon this
Particalar, as it was fo furprifing ; and my Apo-
thecary telling me, when I related it to him, that
he was fure [ thould be cured by drinking the

' Tar-
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Tar-water, as it had this Effect ; for it was what he:
and all my Phyficians had drove at, to make me:
‘have a Perfpiration in my Feet, which was never:
in their Power to get, not even by fitting with my!
Feet in warm Water.”

Extra& from his Letter of September 18, 1744.

37. « As to my prefent State of Health, I have:
the Pleafure totellyou, I was in Bed the 1oth,11th,’
12th, and 15th Inftant at Night; I went to Bed |
about eight a Clock, and lay until feven the next
Morning, as well as ever I was in my Life; and
found, when I awaked, I was lying on my Back;
and am quite another Man.”

Extrac from his Letter of Fanuary16, 1744,

38. *¢1 find the leaft Cold does me Harm, and
therefore keep clofe to my Houfe, which is no In-
conveniency to me, fince I am all Air and Vivaci-
ty, which before was a meer State of Hebetude. I
was obliged to go on the 4th of Nevember laft into
Northumberland, when 1t was very cold with Snow ;
and as the Roads would not admit of Wheels, I
was compelled to go on Horfe-back; and when I |
had rode a Mile eafily (for it is only fince I took
Tar-water I could ride abovea Mile on Horfeback) -
I found I was able to go fafter, and put on fo faft,
that I obferved by my Watch, that I rode at the
Rate of fix Miles an Hour. My Journey was thir-
ty fix Miles, which I completed between the Hours
of Ten in the Morning, and Four in the After-
noon, without drawing Bridle; I refted one Day,
and came home on the 6th of Nowember in the fame
Time.

This I declare upon my Honour to be Fa&t, and
which was as great a Surprize to myfelf as others.”

39. So extraordinary a Cafe as this, and fo well
vouched by the Patient himfcif, gives us Reafon to

believe,
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believe, that any Afthma whatfoever may be cured
by a Courfe of Tar-water, and at the fame Time
thews, that People ought to wait for the Effect of
this Medicine, and not lay it afide on a fhort Trial 5
though it is very probable, as will appear by mher
Inftances, thac if Mr. #Zard had drank a greater
Quantity of Tar-water at firft, and avoided catch-
ing cold, he would have been much fooner re-
lieved.

As I had a few more Cafes, and printed Accounts
from England, which thew the Power and Efficacy
of Tar-water in a high Degree, I fhall beg Leave
to introduce them in this Part of the Narrative,
* before I mention frifh Cafes. 'The Singularity of
the Cafes, will, I doubt not, juftify my exceeding
the firft Intentions, of publifhing only fuch Ac-
counts, as occurred to me in this Kingdom,

Extract of a Letter from Jobn Hardcaftle, Efg; of
Haughton, near Darlington, in the County of
Durbam, a Civilian,

40, % My Diforder began with viclent Painsin my
Breaft, which, I:}t:mﬂ' removed by rumf:ntatlc}n, were
fucceeded by a great Cough. 1 was, in fome Time,
almolt freed from 1t; buc within two'or three Days
after it was ftopped, I was fuddenly feized with a
Palpitation of the Heart, in a very high Degree,
which Iaﬁed, with very little Intermiilion, for two
Days. That Diforder being partly calmed b}f bleed-
ing, my Cough returned again with as much Force
as ever. I became much emacmted loft my Ap-
petite, grew very weak, and had frequent Sweats s
my Urine wasloaded, during this Illnefs, withalarge
Quantity of red Matter, which, when evaporated to
Drynefs, did not feem, to the Touch, to be of the
Nature of Sand or Gravel, but rather like Loam or
fine Clay. The Phyfician declared my Cafe fcor-
butic, and treated it accordingly. As]I had been

C long
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long following the Prefcriptions of the Phyfician 1
confulted, I cannot impute my Recovery, with any
Certainty, wholly to Tar-water. But, T think, the
fenfible, and moft immediate Alteration I perceiv-
ed in myfelf after taking it, leaves me no room to
doubt, that Alteration was caufed by the Tar. It
refrethed my Stomach with a kindly and agreeable
‘Warmth, reftored my Appetite, and, in all Proba-
bility, caufed a good Digeftion: As thefe gradually
increafed, my Cough declined, my Sweats abated,
and my Strength returned.

41. Having received feveral Letters from Lrver-
pool, giving an Account of the extraordinary Vir-
tues of Tar-water in the Cure of a great Number of
Negroes in the Small-pox, on board the Litile Fofler
of Liverpool, Captain Drape, Commander, on the
Coaflt of Guinea, I fhall here mention the Particu-
lars of my Information. The Reverend Mr. Tho-
mas Hayward, of iWarrington in Lancafbire, in a Let-
ter dated the 18th of Offober, 1744, writes, that
baving received from a Friend an account of this
furprifing Cure of the Negroes, he made a Jour-
ney, on purpofe, to Liverpeol, to be fully informed
of the Particulars of the Faf 3 and there was tho-
roughly fatisfied of the Truth thereof, by Mr. Con-
liffy, Mr. Armitage, Mr. Reed, and Mr. Fobn Ather-
ton, Perfons of the beft Credit, and the moft con-
fiderable Merchants of the Place, the three firft
Owners of the faid Ship; and they all affured him,
that they received the Account frem Captain Drape
himfelf, who was ready and willing to make an /-
davit of the Truth thereof, at any Time when de-
fired. And as fo new and extraordinary a Cure, in
a diftant Country, required the beft Proof and Evi-
“dence, which the Nature of the Cafe could afford, to
fupport the Credit thereof, Mr. Atherton was after-
wards pleafed to tranfmit to me, at my Requeft, -
Captain Drape’s Narrative, and his Alfidavit {wora

before
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before the Mayor of Liverpool, at the public Sef-
fions, where Mr. Conliff, and the other Gentlemen
were prefent, and who were fatisfied of the Truth
of the Particulars, before it was confirmed by Oath,
which Narrative and Affidavit I here publifh, for
the Satisfaction of the Public, in the Words of the
Original, now in my Poffeffion, which are as fol-
low : .

42. “ The Little Fofter, of Liverpool, Captain
Drape, Malfter, in the Year 1742, made a Voyage
to Guines, and having taken in 216 Negroes, be-
fore he left the Coaft, he had the Misfortune to fee
the Small-pox break out amongft them: In a very
thort Time there were no lefs than One hundred and
feventy ill of thatr Diftemper all at once,

43. The Captain was under great Concern, and
fully expeéted, that, for want of Room, and other
Neceffuries, he muft infallibly lofe the greateft Part
of them, A Perlon on board advifed the Mafter
to infufe a Quantity of Tar in Water, and give it
the Slaves to drink, faying, it was practifed in the
fame Cafe with good Succefs: '1'he ‘Tar-water was
prepared, but the firlt to whom it was offered, ob-
ftinately refufed it, and fo did many more ; that Man
died in two or three Days, which the reft feeing,
were more eafily brought to Compliance, fo that,
partly by Perfualion, partly by Force, the relt were
all brought to drink. The good Effects followed
foon after, and were fo plainly perceived, by the
poor Creatures themfelves, that they came upon
Deck, and crouding about a Tub of Tar-water,
that was fet there for them, drank plentifully of it,
from time to time, of their own accord,

44. This had an Eifeé that could hardly be ex-
. pected under the moft commodiocus Circumftances s
for of thole one hundred and {eventy (moft of them
grown Perfons) not one died, except that one Man,
that could not be brought to drink the Tar water.

g Captain
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Captain Drape fays farther, that the Negroes con-
tinued drinking Tar-water after their Recovery,
which they found fo much Relief from, that they
could hardly be brought to drink any other; and
that from the Time of their Departure from Guinea,
to their Arrival in Famaica, he verily believes they
did not drink above a Hogfhead of Water, that was
not impregnated with Tar, though the ordinary"
Confumption of Water for fo many Slaves, could
not be lefs than a Hogfhead a Day.

I do hereby certify upon Oath, that the Contents
of the above Narrative are actually and bona
fide true.

Liverpool, the 14th of Fanuary, 1744.
Foleph Drape.
Taken and fworn before me,
Qwen Prichard, Mayor of Liverpool.”

45. The faid Mr. Atherton, in a Letter dated
the rourth of February, 1744, writes in the follow-
ing Words:

¢« We have a very high Opinion of the Vir-
tues of Tar-water in my Family ; my Wife hav-
ing drank abouta Pint a Day of it for eight Months
laft paft, by which fhe received {urprizing Bene-
fit in an Inflammatory Diforder, in which Phyfick
and Bleeding had brought her very low; neither of
which fhe has made ufe of fince : Doctor Dickins,
one of the moft eminent Phyficians in this Part of
the Kingdom, had her under his Care, and advifed
her to Tar-water, as an Alterative. So you fee
Doctors differ about it! Some afferting it to be
inflammatory, the contrary of which, I have the
ftrongeft Inftances of in my own Family, and for
which Mrs. Atherton and myfelf, think ourfelves
under the greateft Obligations to the Bithopof Cloyne.
T'hefe Inftances of the Virtues of Tar-water, fo well -
authenticated, together with many others, which

will
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will be mentioned hereafter, put itout of all Doubt,
that Tar-water is fo far from being of an inflam-
matory Nature, ordangerous in inflammatory Dif-
orders, as has been fuggefted by fome, that it is
a moft fafe and fovereign Medicine in fuch Cafes.
And I am very well informed, that it is now be-
come a conftant Rule and Praéice at Liverpool,
and other Places, which fit our Ships for the Guinea
Trade, to provide a fufficient Quantity of Tar, to
make Tar-water in order to be adminiftred in
Plenty, to fuch Seamen, as may happen to be
feized, in their Voyages, with the Small-pox, Scur-
vies, and other Diftempers, which Seamen are fub-
ject to.

46. Mr. Hayward writes, in the faid Letter, that
he had laboured under an Ague of four Months
Continuance, which had reduced him to a very low
State, but that he very happily recovered his Health
by the ufe of Tar-water only; and in his Letter of
the 29th of Fune, 1744, he adds, that he was in
no manner of Pain about the Return of s Agues
that he had fpent the Winter, thus far, in the moft
comfortable Manner, and enjoys a more lively and
comfortable Flow of Spirits, than ever he did in
his Life 5 which, upon all Occafions, are apt to exert
themfelves in extolling the Source from whence
they are drawn, and giving others as high an Opi-
nion of Tar-water, as he had himfelf; he alfo makes
this Obfervation, that the Virtues afcribed, and that
very jultly, to Tar-water, particularly that ofremov-
ing the Load, that, at times hang heavenly on the
Spirits, and infufing into the Soul, thofe lucid
g_%adﬁ:ume Senfations, which many unhappily feck
for in Drams and Cordials, would almoft incline
one to think, the Egyptians were not ignorant of
Tar-water. If that fovereign Cordial of theirs, de-
fcribed by Homer under the Name of Nepenthes,
was not Tar-water, he is fure it was fomething very

C 3 Iike
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like it, as, he fays, will appear from thefe and the

following Lines in Fomer’s Ody/ffes, 4th Book.
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*0¢ w xataCouterey, Hom, Odyff. A,

Thus tranflated by Mr. Pope :

Mean time with genial Joy to warm the Soul,
Bright Helen mix’d a Mirth infpiring Bow!;
Temper’d with Drugs of fov’reign Ufe, cafluage
T he boiling Bofom of tumultuous Rage ;

To clear the cloudy Front of wrinkled Care,

And dry the tearful Sluices of Defpair ;

Charm’d with that virtuous Draught, th” exalted
Mind

All Senfe of Woe delivers to the Wind :

Thefe Drugs fo friendly to the Joys of Life,

Bright Helenlearn’d from Thone’s imperial Wife,

Who fway’d the Scepter, where prolific Nile

With various Simples cloaths the fatten’d Soil.

Milton mentions this Nepenthes i bis Mafk of
Comus,

Behold this Cordial Julep here,
1'hat flames and dances in his cryftal Bounds
Not that Nepenthes, which the Wife of Thone
In Egypt gave to Fove-born Helena,
Is of fuch Pow’r as this, to ftir up Joy
To Life fo friendly, or focool to Thirit.

A Letter from the Reverend Mr, Yames Menteath,
from Addderbury in Qxfordfbire, dated the 12th of
February, 1744.

47. *¢ As foon as I heard of the Treatife on Tar-

war, and of the Direétions therein mentioned, I

made the Water with different Proportions of Tar,

and drank between two and three Gallons of it bug
fele



TAR-WATER. 23

felt no other Effeét, but that it increafed a good
Appetite to a ftronger, from which Time I gave it
over ; having, I thank Gop, no need of that, or
any other Medicine, As to mylelf, I was by no
Means a fair Subject to make an Experiment of its
Virtues upon, being young, of a robuft Confti-
tution, which I have kept fo, by drinking only
common Water and Tea, and eating little Animal
Food ; and I only drank the Tar-water to convince
others, that it could do them no Harm. On the
Second of May laft, being Curate of this Place, I
was fent for to pray by a young Woman, who, I
was told, lay at the Point of Death: When I came,
1 found her no better than was reprefented 5 {peech-
lefs, fo weak, that fhe could fcarcely open her
Eyes s her Parents told me, thata Phyfician of this
Country, a Man of much Knowledge, and great
Integrity, had juft been with her, and faid, there
was no Hopes of a Recovery, for that the could not
live above three Days. The young Woman was
about T'wenty, born of poor Parents ; fhe had, for
fome Months, been troubled with a Cough, and a
Swelling in her Legs and Arms, which was now
becomea Dropfy, and, was feemingly, in the laft
Stage of a Confumption. After performing my Du-
ty, as a Clergyman, I told the Mother, that as the
Doctor faid her Cafe was fo defperate, if the would
give Leave, I would try a Medicine, which I be-
lieved might pofiibly do her Service 3 fhe readily
confented, and I gave her two Quarts of the Wa-
ter, and gave Direétions, that fhe fhould drink
Half a Pint of it at a Time, Twice, or if the could
bear it, Three times a Day, and that warm ; as the
Cafe was defperate, the greater Quantity I thought
neceflary,  After two Days, fhe was able to fit up,
in four or five was brought down Stairs, had fome
Appetite, her Cough abated, and the Swellings of
her Legs and Arms much funk 5 in fix Weeks fhe

C 2 feemed
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feemed fo well, that I advifed her to let alone the
Tar-water for fome Time. I did not fee her again
till the beginning of Auguft; when her Mother
came and told me that her Daughter was again out
of Order. I went to fee her, and found her a lictle
fwelled, with a Cough, her Appetite in fome Mea-
fure loft, and a pale Look; upon this I fent her
more of the Water, made according to the printed
Direttions, which fhe drank for a Month, and
which intirely recovered her ; infomuch, that fhe
went out to Service at Michaelmas Term, and, I
underftand, has been well ever fince, As fhe was
going to fome Diftance from this, I gave her Di-
retions how to make the Water and advifed her to
drink it, whenever fhe felt the leait Complaint,
48. This is the moft extraordinary Cure that
has come to my Knowledge, though I had many
Patients, who have ﬁ;‘nund great Beneﬁt from it.
But I had particular Succefs with young Girls,
who have been troubled with that deftruétive Dif-
order, the Green Sicknefs ; though I could not in-
quire into fuch Complaints, I can eafily difcover
them from the Complexion; indeed of the almoft
innumerable Experiments that have been made of
it, many of which were by my Recommendation,
I am fully fatisfied, that there is no Proof of its
ever doing hurt ; fo far from it, that, when properly
taken, I have never found that it failed of Succefs.”
49. Thus far Mr. Menteath, on which I fhall
make the following Obfervation. That fince it is
always allowed, in Cafes where all Hopes of Re-
covery are loft, to make Trials of any Kind which
may give the leaft Hopes of preferving Life, it is
humbly fubmitted, whether it is not advifeable in
fuch defperate Caf-:,s, when every thing elfe has
failed, to make Ufe of Tar-water, which may pof-
fibly recover the Patient from the Brink of Death ;
as 1t has done in this and many other Inftances men- -

tioned
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‘tioned in the Courfe of this Narrative, to the great
Surprize of all, Phyficians and others, who knew
‘the Diforders of thofe Patients.

An Extrac of a Letter from Mr. Fobn Berry of
Manchefter in Lancafbire, dated the 3oth of May
1744
50, ¢¢ | have taken Tar-water twenty-four Morn-

ings, and fometimes in the Afternoon, for 2 Dizzi-

nefs in my Head, which I have had at Times for
twelve Months paft, and fince I began taking it,

am as well (blefled be Gop) as ever 1 was in my
e

Part of a Letter from a Phyfician in 2ork, to one
at Bath, dated Auguft 25, 1744.

51.% The Bifthop of Cloyneis no better treated here
than at other Places ; but for your Satisfaction, I can
inform you, that a Lady, tho’ reduced to nigh a
Skeleton by a bleeding Cancer, and thought only
fic for Guy’s Hofpiral of Incurables, by the Ufe of
Tar-water is fo much better, asto be thought in a
fair Way of enjoying a comfortable State of Health.
She has recovered her Appetite and Fleth, and all
bad Symptoms are almoft overcome, and her Breaft
is become foft and eafy. This I think will ftand

as a Sort of Balance to the Hofpital Account from
Dublin.

Part of a Letter from one in Liflon, to his Cor-
refpondent at Bath, dated the 21t of Fanuary,
1744,

52. ¢ In refpect to Tar-water, I am fure it has
been of great Service here in many Cafes. It is in
Vogue in the Poriugal Hofpital, and they gave it
the Princefls De Bocra in the Small-pox, and fhe
has cone very well, Tam nota Friend to Quack Me-
: dicines,
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dicines, but there is nothing to be faid againft:
Proof?”

53. I fhall here add fome Pieces printed in the:
Englifb News-papers on the Subject of Tar-water.

A Letter to the Author of the General-Evening-.
Poft, Fune the 4th, 1744.

SIR,

54, While Thoufands daily experience the Be-
nefit of the Bifhop of Cloyne’s Tar-water, give me
Leave to teftify my Thanks for the Pleafure | have
received from his Difcourfe wpon it. I lictle expected
on fo low a Subjeét, to have met with fuchVariety of
Matter, fuch Penetration of Thoughrt, or that it was
poflible to haveexprefledeither in Languagefoclear,
and eafy. Where fhall we fee a more accurate
Theory of various Diftempers, or of the Operations
of the moft prevailing Medicines upon them ? How
beautiful his Apatomy of Trees and Plants? How
rattonal his Principles of Vegetation? How refined
his Doétrine of Metals, and of their being tranf-
formed into each other? How learned his Hiftory of |
the Opinions and Syftems of the Antients? While
he gradually leads me on from the fimpleft Opera-
tions of Nature, through the animal and vegetable
World, up to the great Author of both, I am
charmed with my Progrefs, and think I fee in this
Chain of his, that golden one, which hung down
to Earth from Heaven, as this by feveral Links car-
ries us up thither. Whether he teaches, reafons, pre-
fcribes, or analyzes, he does all with the Know-
ledge of a Profeffor, the Humanity of a Gentleman,
and, to crown all, with a good Bifhop’s Piety ;
and leaves us uncertain whether to admire in him
moft, the Chemift, Phyfician, Philofopher, or Di-
vine, Somewhat like that fine fubtile Spirit, which,
he tells us, operates through the Univerfe, diftin-
guithes his Writings ; 2 Principle of pure Light,

I which ,

—
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F which you feel in him, as in other Syftems nothing
' but Gravitation. Iam, Sir, &e.

- A Pindarique by the Right Honourable, L. C.
f. M. infcribed to the Author of §iris.

55. Majeftick thus great Nifus throwds
! His facred Head in Darknefs and the Clouds,
' His Birth divine from vulgar Eyes conceals,
' Bat to the Wife by Miracles reveals.
' Homage to him ten thoufand Torrents pay
Replete with ZErther’s vital Flame,
' While thro® the burning Zone he wings his Way,
While Sirisis his myftick Name,
| Parch’d Afric courts him to the Libyan Plain,
And ftrives to intercept his Courfe;
' But marble Mountains are oppos’d in vain,
Refiftlefs his as Ocean’s Force.
| From the fteep Cataraéts impetuous as he bounds,
| Barth trembles at his Voice, each diftant Rock re.
founds:
' Then fmooth o’er Egyp’s Plain his welcome Deluge
flows,
' And émiling Plenty brings, and chearful Health be-
OwsS : -
Hail Egypt, happy Realm, thy Monarchs were the
ods,
| There Arts, and Wifdom there firft ix’d their bleft
Abodes.

On the Difputes about Tar-water.

__56, Todrink, or not to drink, that is the Doubt,
PW.il:h Pro and Con, the Learn’d would make it our.
\Britons, drink on, the jolly Prelate cries:

What the Prelate perfuades the Doctor denies.

But why need the Parties fo learnedly fight,

‘Or Choleric * I—r— fo fiercely indite?

Syre the Senfes can tell, if the Liquor be right,

* A Phyficign and Writer againft Tar-water.
What
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What agrees with his Stomach, and what with hm
Head,

The Drinker may feel, tho’ he can’t write or read..

Then Authority’s nathmg, the Doctors are Men;

And who drinks Tar-water will drink itagain.

57. On the Enemies of §iris, by a Drinker off

Tar-water,

How can devoted §iris ftand
Suchdire Attacks? The licens’d Band
With up caft Eyes and Vifage fad
Proclaim, alas! ¢¢ The World’s run mad.
¢¢ ‘The Prelate’s Book hath turn’d their Brains,
¢ To fet them right will coft vs Pains.
<« His Drug too makes our Patients fick,
¢ And thisdoth vex us to the Quick.”
And vex’d they muft be, to be fure,
To find Tar-water cannot cure,
But makes Men ficker {till and ficker,
And Fees come thicker ftill and thicker,
Burfting with Pity for Mankind,
But to his own Advantage blind,
Full many a Wight with Face of Funeral,
From Mortar, Still, and Urinal, |
Haites to throw in his fcurvy Mite
Of Spleen, of Dulnefs, and of Spight.
To turnifh the revolving Moons
With Pamphlets, Epigrams, Lampoons
Againft this Sizis, you’d know why ?
Think who they are ; you’ll foon difcry,
What means each angry doleful Dltty,
Whether themf{elves, or us they pity ?

From the Daily Gazetteer, publithed in London,
April 4, 1745.
To the Right Reverend the Bifhop of Cloyne.
My L::-RD,
58. UPDH the Foundation of fome Hints I took
from the 29th and 49ch Sections of your Siris, I
refolved
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| refolved to attempt a Solution of Myrrh, by a low,
‘aqueous Menftruum ; and confidering the Affinity,
'and fimilar Properties thatare in Tar, and in Myrrh,
' I was led to think, that as all homogeneous Bodies
|attra¢t more ftrongly than thofe of different Clafies;
{o poflibly the native Vegetable, or acid Spirit
' of Tar, when gently fermented, might invite the
 like Principle from Myrrh. Accordingly I put a
| Drachm of coarfe Myrrh, without any Delicacy of
' Choice, into half a Pint of Tar-water, and fet it

in a Pint Bottle, in a Degree of Heat of my Fire,
| equal to that of a hot Sun: In two or three Days I
| obtained fo perfect aSolution, that, upon filtring,
| I found no other Refiduum, than fuchas is apt to
| ftick to gummy Bodies.

Of this Infufion, I mix about half an Ounce in
| each Half-pint of Tar-water, which I daily drink ;
' and take them fo mixed, with good Succefs. It
| makes the Tar-water much more pleafant, giving
' 1tan agreeable fub-acid bitter Tafte,
| 59. The fecond Procefs I ufed, after having
| fpent my firlt Preparation, was very inaccurate
| for I threw in an indeterminate Quantity (but as
I near as I can guefs) four Drachms of fine pick’d Myrrh
} toa Pintof Tar-water. Upon filtring off this Infu-
| fion, I had Caufe to think the Tar-water was more
| than faturated with Myrrh, beciufe, among the
| Refiduum, I found a kind of Staffe, or fine, tran{.
| parent, liquid Myrrh, of the Confiftency of the beft
. Turpentine ; which, however, might perhaps have
- yielded to a longer Infufion.

6o. To you, my Lord, we owe the Tar-water;
and to you, how nearly had we owed the Solu-
| tion of Myrrh? fince you furnithed the only aque-
. nus_Mcn[’cruum that will diffolve, and render it fit
for internal ufe: Asyour Lordfhip fuggefted the firlt
Hint, fo I know no Perfon {o ca pable of improving,
- and fo willing to apply this Difcovery (if it be one)

{0
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to the Good of Mankind as your Lordfhip. To
you, therefore, I addrefs it, wich all its Virtues, all -
its Honours. For my Part, I have not Skill enough
in any Branch of medical Knowledge, toaffure whe-

ther there be any thing new or valuable in this Ex-

periment of mine, only I conjecture, that at leaft, |

it muft be a good vulnerary Water ; but were the
Secret as rich as the T'reafures of Loretto, both my

Fortune and my Love to Mankind forbid me to

make any private Advantage of it; therefore I free-

ly give it to the Public under your Lordfhip’s Pa-
tronage. lam, with great Duty and Efteem,
Your Lordihip s moft obedient humble Servant,
Philanthropos,

61. I fhall now proceed to give a Narrative of
fuch Cafes, which happened in Ireland, as they were
communicated to me by l.etters from Gentlemen of
known Charater and Integrity, in this Kingdom,
giving a particular Detail of their own Diforders, or
of thofe of their Neighbours and Acquaintance, and
of the Relief they received, together with fuch far-

ther Accounts as I had from feveral Patients from !
their own Mouths, in and near Dublin, with their

Names and Places of Abode,

A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Nat. Fraunce, of
Toughall, in the County of Cork, dated Fuly 6,
1744, to Thomas Prior, Elq;

S,

62. Reading an Advertifement in the Dublin
Courant, dated July the 3d, I thought myfelf bound

by the ftrongeft Obligation, Gratitude for an nefti- |

mable Benefit received, as well as for the good of
Mankind, which every Man ought to have at Heart,

to give Teftimony to the Truth., Upwards of 20

Years I have laboured under a very dreadful Dif-

order, occafioned, as I am fully purf‘uadrd by a
prevailing

|
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prevailing Acid in my Stomach. Frequently for ma-
ny Weeks together, I never rofe from fleep, with-
out violent vomiting, and a continual Sicknefs in

- my Stomach ; rarely free from a Heart-burn, and
' that commonly ending in a violent Cholick ; ner-
| vous Difcorders, frightful Spafms, a frequent Palpi-

tation of the Heart in Bed, were the fure unhappy
Confequences ; my Diforder baffled the Art of Phy-
fick, the whole Power of Medicine. The Pyrmont
and German Spaw-water, with the conftant Ufe of
Gum-pills for the nervous Complaint, gave fome
little Relief, but were very far from rooting out the
Caufe of my Diforder. I induftrioufly fhun’d every
Acid; my Drink for many Years was Wine and
Water, not daring to touch Malt-liquor or Cyder,
I have drank Tar-water thefe three Years paft,
and, I blefs Gop for it, have no Complaint to
make 3 no Heart-burn; no vomiting in the Morn-
ing, which almoft deprived me of my Sight; no
Return of any nervous Diforder, unlefs occafioned
by a violent Cold, from which I am quickly re-
lieved, by taking a plentiful Draught of Tar-wa-
ter. Laft Summer] laid a-fide Tar-water for three
Months, believing, I did not any longer ftand in
need of it 3 and that the Medicine would ceafe to
be efficacious by the conftant Ufe of it; my Co-
lick, Heart burn, and nervous Spafms return’d up-
on me as violent as ever. 1 again had recourfe to
Tar-water; its happy Effects was beyond Expecta-
tion, ina few Days it perfectly relieved me. [ do
now, and {hall, for the Remainder of my Life, make
it my Morning Draught; having no other Com-
plaint againtt it, but this one ; that by creating an
Appetite, which it never fails to do; by {trength-
ning the Stomach, and caufing a good Digettion, it
renders me more corpulent, than I could wifh to be.
I am, Sir, your very humble Servant,
Nat. Frauce.

63. A
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63. A Letter from the Corporation of dugher, in
the County of Tyrone, dated Fuly 7, 1744.

SIR,

Agreeably to your Inftruions in the laft News«
paper, wetheunder-written, Inhabitantsof Augber,
take this Opportunity of inferming the Public, that
moft of us, having for many Years: been greatly
afflited with chronical Difeafes, fuch as the Gnut,,
inveterate Scurvy, and rheumatic Pams, e, 'were
induced, from'the high Charaéter gwen to the Tar-/
water, to' make Trial thereof.

That thofe of us, who had any nut—breakmg,
found, after a Fortnight’s Trial, -the Spots rather
more inflamed and pamfu] but afeérwards” daily
growing eafier and better.” That fome of us who
were feized with the Rheumatifm found after the
like Time a {enfible Remiffion of the Pains; how
far it may anfwer in the Gout we cannot yet pretend
to fay, but, from the furprizing Recovery of molt of
us, we in the Gout, refolve to continue the: regular
and conftant Ufe of that moft excellent Remedy 3
and all of us do, in the moft affectionate Manner,
return our publick Thanks to the Author of the.
Tar.water. -

Edmund Mac Girr, Robert Tbompﬁrz

Rev'. Mac Quigan.  Adam Smyth.:: - - . -.

I)Hﬂ'{y Hc;r%}' Uri. Mac Da’wafi ;)

64 ‘A Letter from the Reverend VI;' ‘I’ h&mm ngrf
from Zallow in the Cﬂunty of Warerfard datedl

o July 11, 1744 .

SIR,

The Enemies of Tar- -water, I find, are crrent!y
provoked, feeing they endeavoured to have it fworn
out of Credit and Prafice ; however, I make né’
doubt, but that for the fix Affidavits againft it, you:

will foon have many Hundreds of creditable V{Juch;:ns
or
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for it; I fend you fome Cafes: Firft my own. -
Turned of Sixty, my Stomach began to fail me,
and what little I did eat, lay heavy there for two or
three Hours after Dinner ; my Flefh wafted {o that
my Cloaths were much too big for: me, the Calves
of my Legs became foft, ‘and hung from the Bones,
and the red’in my Cheeks grew dark and livid 5 I
look’d on thefe, and fome other bad Symptoms, as
‘Warnings from my Creator to prepare for my ap-
pearing before him in another State.

I had the Honour of being known to the Bifhop
of Cloyne, who advifed me to drink Tar-water;
which I did for fifteen Months, in which Time I
found my Appetite reftored, my Food fat eafy on
my Stomach, Igrew up to my former Dimenfions,
my Flefth became firm, as it had been twenty Years
before, and the Blood in my Cheeks of a good Red,
fo that I reckoned myfclf in as fair a2 way of living
asany Man of my Age, in the Neighbourhood.
65. A Gentlewoman in my Houfe far advanced
in Years, of a tender Conftitution, and in abad State
of Health, has for near two Years taken a fmall
‘Glafs of Tar-watér every Morning, and often ano-
.ther about Noon; the Phyfician who has attended
her for eight Years, and confented to the Tar-water,
has frequently for this laft Year exprefled his greac
- Surprize at her being fo much better, than at any
Time fince fhe was fir{t under his Care, I muft ob-
Aferve to you, that the takes feveral other kinds of
Phyfick by the Dotor’s Direftions ; it may not be
‘amifs likewife to obferve, that her Aporhecary’s
Bill was laft Year reduced to lefs than half of what
it has formerly been, and I am fure, when it comes
in next, will fall very fhort of that,
66. A Servant of mine was fo ill of a Cold and
violent Cough, that he was going to take to his Bzd.
T ordered him to drink about half a Pint of Tar-wa-
. ter warm’d ; he then fet about his Bufinefs, and I
D have
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have not heard him complain fince, tho’ I forgot ta |
make him repeat the Medicine. I could give Inftances
of many in this Neighbourhood, who have received
great Benefit by Tar-water, This Morning a Gen-
tleman, who, by a Coid taken in February laft, was
apprehenfive of a Decay, told me that his Fears
were over by drinking Tar-water for three Weekss
and Yefterday a Phylician, who ftudied under the
great Boerbaave, told me that he had prefcribed the
Courfe of Tar-water to five of his Patients lately ; of
thofe it is probable I may give you an Account here-
after, as well as of two more, whofe Cafes were very
defperate, and recovered, but I'am not fully in-
formed in the Parrticulars as yet.

I am your moft humble Servant,
7.S.

67. A Letter from the faid Mr. Squire from Curry-
glafs in the County of Cork, dated November 30,
1744.

SIR,

When I wrote to you formerly, I propofed to fend
you fome farther Accounts of the Cures effected by
Tar-water; one of which was on a Gentlewoman
near Limerick, (whom I have not leave to name.)
Her Hufband was in this Village laft Cbriftmas, who
defcribed his Wife’s Diftemper in {uch a manner,
that the {eemed to have fuffered more by the Scur-
vy, than Mr., Connor of Bandow 5 the was, as the
Expreflion was, juft flayed alive, and had almoft loft
the Ufe of her Limbs. I advifed Tar-water, which
a Phyfician approving, fhe drank for fome Times
- {o that the Scurvy-fplotchesare perfeétly healed, and
fhe is recovering daily the Ufe of her Limbs, This
I had from her Hufband’s Brother.

68. Thefollowing Account Ihad from Mr. Robert
Atkins near Mallow. A young Gentlewoman related
to him had been long ill; fhe had a great hard Swel-.

ling
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Hng in her Side, loft her Stomach, was extremely
thin and pale; fome Phyficians, who had attended
fora confiderable Time, at length gave her up. She
earneftly entreated one of them Doétor Connell, for
Advice, who recommended Tar-water; fhe drank
it for fome Months and perfectly recovered.

69. In Curryglafs, Fourteen, as I find, have drank

Tar-water, every one of them have received Benefit
thereby, but the moft remarkable, after thofe in my
former Letter, were Hannab Evans, Wife to Hmry
Evans, Mafon, cured of an hereditary Afthma, un-
der which fhe laboured for two Years, and could not
lie down in Bed; but now goes to Bed as formerly,
and adds to her nightly Devotion, Gop llefi ibe
gaad Bifhop.
" 70. Henry Ewans in the great Froft took a vio-
lent Cold, and every Winter fince, has kept his
Head and Jaws tied up in Handkerchies s he drank
Tar-water, the Pain in his Jaws is gone, and he bears
Cold as well as ever he did. Lawrence Lineban,
a Paper-maker, had taken fo great Cold ashis Work,
that he wafted away, had a moft deadly Cough, and
was thoughtbyallto beina Decay; he drank Taz-
water, and is now as well as ever,

71. Mr. Crips drinks Tar-water for an hereditary
Afthma; when he is regular 1n 1t, fome Splotches
break out in feveral Parts of hisBody, and the Afth-
‘ma quite gone 3 but when he iscarelefs the Splotches
difappear, and the difficulty of breathing returns.

2. Mrs. Rolleflon, who nurfes her Child, had
{fome Occaflion todrink Tar-water, which {ucceeded
well with hersy fhe hada valt Flow of Milk, when
The drank it, and her Child was extremely well; our
Phyficians here prefcribed Tar-water frequently,
and all own that no Medicine has ever made {o greit
‘a Progrefs in fo fhort a Time. -

I am your moft obedient humble Servant,
Them, Squire,
D2 sl
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73. A Letter from Mr, Henry Parfons, Attorneys,
dated from W illiam- -fireet, D#bfm Fuly 26, 1744,
SR, |

| ]ate]y read an Advertifement in Mr, Faulkner’s
Weekly Fournal, defiring, that Perfons who had re-
ceived Benefit trom dr uzkmtr Tar-water, would fend
you an Account thereof, with the Nature of their
feveral Diforders. As that Advertifement was chief-
ly intended for the Benefit of Mankind, I think
every one ought readily te comply therewith, I
therefore fend you the following Account:

I have been thefe twenty Years paft, and upwards,
gricvoufly afilicted with violent Pains and Swellings
in my Limbs; and for want of my natural Reft,
which they frequently prevented, I was reduced to
a very great Weaknefs ; and I had loft my Stomach-
to that Demr:ﬁ'., that I may fay, My Soul abborred
all manner af Meat, and 1 was even bard at Death’s
Deor. I was reduced to that unhappy State, which
the Bithop of Clgyre, in his Treatife on Tar-water,
callsTedium Vite, a Wearinefs of Life, that I could |
have bleft the Means that would have finifh’d my
Days ; and if any one was to have bought an Annu- -
ity on my Life, I am fure no ene would have given
fix Monzhs Purchafe for it. Iam certain thatevery
one, who has known me thefe twenty Years pait,
can and will readily vouch the Truth hereof ; and
not above five Months ago, a Gentleman fa]Iin%in-
to a groundlefs Paffion with me, for no other Rea-
fon, but becaufe he was lofling a Game at Backgam-
mon, declared to fome Gentlemen, who afterwards
informed me thereof, that he would certainly have
been the Death of me, but that he was well {atisfied
I would foon dye by the Courfe of Nature.

- 74. I was alfo affli¢ted with a violent fcorbutic
Humour, which broke out to a great Degree in my
Face ; and abeut the Beginning of May lalt, on my

3 firlk
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firlt hearing the Virtue of Tar-water fo greatly re-
commended, and on reading the Magazine for the
Month of March, wherein it is fet forth, I refolved
on drinking it, and tho’ I have only drank about
five Gallons thereof, it has not only perfectly cured
me of the Scurvy, but has alfo intirely eafed me
of all my Pains; reftored me to my former
Strength, a good Stomach, and a great Flow of Spi-
rits ; that now ( I thank Gop) I may jullly fay, I
am a Managain.
Iam, Sir, your humble Servant,
Henry Parfons,

Mr. Parfons, who may be feen every Day in the
Streets of Dublin, continues in a perfect State of
Health, and Flow of Spirits, and conitantly drinks
Tar-water.

75. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Bernard Ward,
dated from Belfaft, July 23, 1744. ‘
S51R,

Inclofed I fend you the Cafes of three Perfons,
who have received Benefit by the Ufe of Tar-water.
In the firft I prefcribed it myfelf; the2d, I'had from
the Mother of the young Lady, and her Permiffion
to fend it to you ; the 3d I had from the Father of’
sthe Child, who perufed and approved of the Ac-
count which I fend you. I think it the Duty ot
every Perfon, as far as he can, to make the World
acquainted with the Cafes of fuch as receive Benefit
from the Ufe of new Medicines, efpecially if they
be fuch as are fafe in the Application, and cheap,
1o as to render them of Uft to the Poor: Tar wa-
ter, I am perfuaded, is of this Kind, and I dare fay it
will give the good and moft ingenious Author of §i-
7isa very fenlible Pleafure, to find that his Medicine
15 likely toanfwer the End, which he had in publith-
g 1t, that is, to become of univerfal Ufe, and to

D 3 remove
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remove moft of the Diforders to which Men are
{fubject. ¥
I venture to fend you the inclofed without any
Apology, the Truth of the Faéts you may depend
upon. Iam, Sir, 3
Your moft cbedient humble Servant, |

Bernard Ward,

The Honourable Arthur Hill, Efq; adds by way
of Poltferipe, that though thcft: Inftances are but *
three, yet Tar-water is in great and univerfal Re- ¥
pute here, and I have no Doubt, but, ina little time,
abundance more may be given. |

26. N° 1. William Gawdy of the Parith of Kir-
donnell, and County of Dewn, Farmer, aged about
forty Years, had been many Years afflicted with the
Rheumatifm, About two Years ago he applied to
me, when by the Ulfe of Ztherial Oil of Turpen-
tine, his Cemplaint was removed for that Time: In
May laft I met him near his own Houfe, moft grie-
voully tormented with the fame Diforder which had
then fixed itfelf in his Loins, and had for fome
Weeks entirely difabled him from doingany Work s |
he told me he had ufed the Turpentine, but without |
Succelsy that for fome Weeks he had fcarce been !
uble to walk., I recommended the Ufe of Tar-
water, four Quarts of which did fo effeCtually re-
move his Diforder, that, to ufe his own Words,
he was able to lift 2 Hogfhead Sack full of Corn,
and to put it upon his Horfe, and, in fhort, was
as well as he ever had been.

77, N°2. Mifs §mall, of the Parith of Knocklre-
da, in the County of D.::'w:f, a young Lady of about
fixteen Years of Age, had for fome Time been trou-
bled witha Pain in her Side, Shortnefs of Breath, a
Palpitation of the Heart upon the leaft Motion, and
an entire Lofs of Appetite; her Mother was ap-
prehenliveof a Confumption; yet by drinking Tar-

watcey



TAR-WATER. 19

water about a Fortnight, all the above Symptoms
were removed, and fhe can now walk a Mile or two
without giving her the lealt Uneafinefs, and is in
perfect Health.

78. N° 3, Fobn, the Son of the Reverend An-
nefley Baile, Curate of Comber in the County of
Down, at the Age of two Years, was ative and
{prightly, and could walk as well as any Child of his
Age; he was then feized with a Fever, which de-
prived him of the Ufe of his Limbs ; his Joints grew
large, and his Belly hard, likea ricketty Child; he
continued in this Condition about two Years, till,
upon the Publication of Si#is, his Father made him
drink Tar-water, a Wine Glafs full three Timesa
Day, and in three Weekstime, he recovered the Ufe
of his Limbs, and has been ever fince in the higheft
Spirits, and very good Health.

79. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Uper, of
Maryborough, dated Auguft 23, 1744.

Margaret Large, of the Parith of Coolbonagher
near Mountmelick in the Queen’s County, being a-
bout forty-three Years old, laboured under a violent
Cough and Oppreflion on her Stomach for ten Years,
which afflited her without Intermiffion to that
Degree, that fhe loft her Appctite, her Body was
emaciated, and her Spirits low and deprefled; but
by drinking Tar-water conftantly every Morn-
ing fince the Beginning of Fuzne laft, the Cough and
Oppreflion on her Stomach were entirely removed,
her loft Appetite reftored, her Spirits became brifk
and lively, and her whole Conftitution and Habit of
Body wonderfully improved, and this Change evi-
dently appeared in about fix Weeks after fhe began
to drink the Tar-water., This Account, he fays,
he had from the Patient herfelf,

1 S §o. A
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$o. A Letter from Mr. Henry Gervais, of Lfﬁnm%

in the County of W aterford, dated the 15th of

September, 1744, to Thomas Prior Eiqs

Purfuant to your Defire, fignified in the publgm
Prints, I take the Liberty of communicating to yous
the Cafe of Mr, William Bryen, which may not be:
unworthy your Notice. Mr, Bryen, who is an Attore-
ney in Lord Bariington’s Manor-courts, after rldmgr.
five Miles, about two Years fince, without a great:
Coar, in 2 Winter’s Night of very heavy Rain, andl
fo fuddled, that, when he came home he could not:
put off his Cloaths, threw himf{elf on his Bed, wherg,
he flept about ix Hours, and, when he awnke, wasi
in an high Inflammation, and not able to fpeak. A.
Phyfician of no fmall Repute in this Country, came:
to his Aid, and by the common Procefs in fuch:
Cafes, by bleeding, bliftering, &c. brought fome:
prefent Relief; but in a little Time a violent Coughi
enfued, attended with a grievous Pain in his Slde,.
fpitting of Blood, and large Sweats; fo that having;
fuffered much, and cone through the Apothecary’s:
Shop for a Courfe of fix Mt}nths, and exhaufted hisa

lictle Subftance, the Phyficians, in a Confultation,
pronounced that he would die tabid. The Patlenﬁ»
not being able to purchafe coftly Medicines, in De=-
foair h ad recourf{e to Tar-water, which he has ever |
{ince continued the Ufe of, with the grfateﬁ Bene- |
fic; infomuch, that when I talk’d wicth him, fome
hittle Time ago, he told me that he had recovered
his Appetite and Reft, and was free from the Pain in |
his Side, and as well in Healcth as he could wifh,ﬁ '
faving a light Cough which remained, but was, in

his ()p:.'ncm gr&dm}!y wearing off.

91. Mr. Gervais mentions in his own Cafe in the.
following Words: *“I was under greatA pprehenficns
from rhc hehqdﬂﬂ of the Influenza, which in 1ts
Courfe feized me in a moft heavy Manner, and left
anacute Pain in my Head, violent Palpitationsin the

Heart,
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Heart, a conftant Pulfation in the Brain, and Spafms
through my whole Body. Flagherty cum Sociis had
me in hand for Months; Gum-pills and Spirits of
Vitriol I almoft lived upon, and ta.no Purpofe;
but now, by the Ufe of Tar-water, I am (Gop be
praifed) reftored to good Spirits and Health.”

82. He alfo mentions the Cafe of Mrs. C
of Limerick, who was, many Years, afflited with a
Scurvy in the higheft Degree ; that he had been 1n-
formed, by a near Relation of hers, that fhe had been
quite flay’d from Head to Foot, fo that for many
Months, fhe lay in Cere-cloths, and could not turn
in her Bed, but as fhe was helped by the Sheets:
When all Remedies prov’d ineffectual, Tar-water
was the dernier Refort, by the Ufe whereof, for
ten Weeks, the has got a new Skin, her Sores have
ceafed to run, and her Health is thoroughly retrieved.

83. Mr. Gervais, foon after, fent me the follow-
ing Cafe, drawn up by Doctor William C——, of
Mallow, in the Words following :

Carrol Daly, of Ardprior in the County of Cork,
aged about 28, on exercifing feverely in the Year
1742, was feized with a violent Cough, Streightnefs
in his Cheft, difficulty of Refpiration, and had large.
Quantities of Blood difcharged from his Lungs ; in
which State he remained near fix Months, without
other Affiftance thanwhat his poor Neighbours could
adminifter; till at length (quite emaciated, and in
a hectic State, with Fluthingsin his Face, fucceeded
by Rigors and conftant Night-{fweats) he applied to
the neighbouring Phyficians, who recommended a
Courfe of peétoral and balfamic Medicines, with
Tin&ture of Jefuits Bark, and a Milk-diet, which
Regimen he ftrictly obferved ten Months and better,
when finding little Amendment, and no Hopes of
Recovery, he applied to me; I recommended his
~continuing the fame Method for fome time longer,
which he fubmitted to, without further Benefit than

that
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that his Sweats fomewhat abated; he was now fet
down as incurable, and, at moft, not likely to furvive
the following Spring; when hearing fo much of the
Virtues of Tar-water, publifhed by the Bithop of
Cloyne, and willing to try the Succefs, as every Thing
elfe failed; I recommended earneftly the conftant
Ufe of it to him, and prepared it for him according
to the Bilhop’s Directions. At firft it difagresd pro-
digioufly, inducing frequent Naufea’s, Sicknefs in
the Stomach, and a Lax, which, in his Condition, I
was very apprehenfive of; notwithftanding, I made
fome lighter, which, in a few Days, was {o recon-
cileable to his Stomach, that he took it in large
- Quantitiesafter,and is now perfectly recovered from
all his Symptoms, only a {fmall Cough, which he is -
fubject to, on taking Cold, or any Irregularity.

84. A Letter from Mr. William Peacocke, Merchant,
in Abbey-ftreet, Dublin, dated Sept. 22, 1744.

SIR, .

My Brother, Marmaduke Peacocke, Merchant in
Abbey-fireet, was, for feveral Months, very unwell, he
had a great Cough, little or no Appetite, anda great
Lownefs of Spirits; he cold not walk the Length
of a Street, without being in a violent Sweat, and
was very much emaciated ; he applied to fome Phy-
ficians here, and to no Purpofe. He, by Accident,
heard of the Virtues of Tar-water; he made fome,
drank of it Morning and Evening, and in lefs than
three Weeks, he wasas heal as ever, in great Spirits,
and as well as he cculd with ; this I aver for Truth.

85. Lalt Spring I hada Fit of the Gout coming
on me ; the Reafon I fay fo, is, becaufe I was feized
with the Cramp in my Legs, moft violently, for fe-
veral Nights, I had agreat Lofs of Appetite, and
my Stomach faint and weak, withgreat Tendernefs
in my Fee:; this is always a Forerunner of a Fit of
the Gout with me, I was prevailed upon, by my

Brother,
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Brother, Marmaduke Peacocke, to drink Tar-water,
which I did Morning and Evening: The doing fo
occafioned great Perfpiration in my Feet, and in
three Nights after, I had no Cramps, no Tender-
nefs in my Feet, 1 had a good Appetite and Dige-
ftion, and was every other Way very well. I conti-
nued drinking this Water for two Months; after-
wards I left it off for a Week, and drank of it only
every Morning. 1 ftill do the fame, and am now
(thank Go p) as well asany one. Given under my
Hand this 22d of September 1744.

William Peacocke.

Mr. Peacocke, who may be feen every Day at Lu-
cas’s Cofiee-houfe, informs me now in Fune 1745,
that he has all along, and now continues to drink
Tar-water every Day, and that with Pleafure; that
he has by Means thereof a great Perfpiration in his
Feet, and Strength in his Limbs, and is free from

all Symptomsand Apprehenfions of the Gout, which
fo long troubled him.

86. A Letter from Stephen Bernard, Efg; Member of
Parliament from Youghall, October 2, 1744.
SIR,

Asfoonas [could cﬂmpletely, and with certainty,
I was determined to communicate and acknowledge
the Services I had received from the Ufe of Tar-
water; which I have taken for three Months,
Morning, Noon, and Night, half a Pint each time
warm ; and which I can now with certainty fay, has
relieved me from a Sicknefs in my Stomach, that
ever attended me, but more fevere for {ix Years laft
paft, and fo much more for the two laft, that it was
very rare tohave a Day pafs without being troubled
with violent Heavings, at leaft twice,and a Loathing
of all Suftenance; which reduced me to fo low a
Condition, as utterly difabled me from ufing any
Exercife, T wasalfo fub_]ﬂ& toa frequent Giddinefs,

which
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which remained, and was encreafing, nﬂtwnhﬁand- -‘
ing a long Cﬂurfe of Vomits; in lefs than a Week af-
ter I drank the Tar-water, I not only found my Sto-
mach relieved, but I had really an Appetite, which,
IthankGonp, fhllt:ﬂntymes, and, Ithink, ftrengthens,
and the Giddinefs 1s almoft gone; thefe are the Par-
ticulars I can with Truth and Certainty aver. Asto
my other Complaints which are a flatulent Colick,
a Numbnefs in my Hands, and Obftru¢tions, the
Relief not being very fenfible, I would not prefume
troubling you with an Account of it; tho’, with
Gonp’s Permiffion, I have the utmoft Confidence, I
fhall be able to give you an Account of a complete
Cure; and make all the Acknowledgments in my
Power for the Good received from the moft i ingeni-
ous learned Labour of the excellent Author of Siris,

1 am, Sir, your mﬂi’c obedient humble Servant,
Ste, Barmrrd

P.S. A Servant of mine, for Years was troubled
with a confumptive Cough, and is quite recovered
by Tar-water.

85. An Extrat of a Letter from Charles Coote,
Efg; Member of Parliament far Cﬂﬂte‘u]l Oc-
tober 6, 1744.

SIR,

Iam to Enfarm you, that I drink Tar-water con-
ftantly ; befides the Diforders, I have always been
fubject to, which are called nervous, I have the
Gravel to a great Degree, but without Pain. I
difcharge great Quantities, by Urine, and my Sto-
mach, Digeftion, and whole Frame, ufed to be
oreatly difordered, when I was loaded with it; the
Ufe of this Water, not only difcharges it, but I be-
lieve alters that Difpofition in my Conftitution, and
1 have always found myfelf better in Spirits, Digel-

tion, and the Enjoyment of myfelf fince I drank it. |
8§8. By
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§8. By the Teltimonies of Samuel Muore, and
Fobn Maxwell, Efqs; the Reverend Mr. Handcock,
Curate of Cavan, and many others of this County,
Mr. Donaldfon of Cavan, late Sub-Sheriff of chis
County, has been long afflicted with the Goutin an
extreme Degree; he has drank the Tar-water, fome
Months, and from a clofe Confinement to his Bed
and Chair, to his great Lofs while he was Sub-
Sheriff, he is now walking about the Streets, and
does not remember when he was able to do fo for
many Years paft, and refers it wholly to that fin-
gle Medicine.

89. Mr. W7aren, within two Miles of me, is A-
gent to Alderman Dawfon; he was Aftmatic, and
feemed to be confumptive to the laft Degree. I have
not feen him lately, but Mr. Richardfon, our Reétor,
aflures me, that he 1s recovered of all his Com-
plaints to a wonderful Degree, folely by the Tar-
~ water, and that he confefies he never knew tolera-
ble Comfort, fince his Illnefs, till he took it.

90. A poor Fellow, in fome Under-Office about
the Church of this Town, was alfo Afthmatic, and
almolt incapable of any Action, and is now reftored
by it, as our Refor affuresme. Iam, dearSir,

Your moft affectionate Servant,
Charles Coote,

gr. P.§. My Brother-in-law; ‘Mr. Prat, who
has been extremely ill, many Years, of fcorbutick
Diforders, and has, in vaindrank all the Waters in
Europe, drank the Tar-water a good while, and I
believe continucs todo fo; he is now active, in Spi-
rits, and able to do Bufinefs, and, indeed, appeared
to me, not long ago, to be quite recovered; he
made it but of half the Strength, che full Strength

difagreeing with him, and he declared, he thoughs
his Amendment was entirely owing to i,

92, A
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92. 4 Letter from William Ryves, Efg; from Caﬂ:e}..
jane near Tipperary, dated October 11, 1744.

SIR,

I fhall always take Pleafure in any Thing for the
publick Good, therefore with Pleafure fit down to
anf{wer yc}ur’s, and to give you the Account youde-
fire, of the Benefit my Tenant, Fobn Cornick, re-
ceived from the Ufe of Tar-water.

This Man has been, for many Years paft, a
Mowerand a Plowman, in the Occupationof which, -
by Heats and Colds, he acquired a Cough, which
continued on him for feveral Months, and which
fometimes, efpecially in the Spring, difabled him
from following the Plow; but about March laft,
he was obliged to keep his Bed, notwithftanding he
had the Advice and Directions of two Phyficians,
at different times; and being worn away to perfect
Skin and Bone, the Phyfictans pronounced him ve-
ry ncar his End. About F#ly laft, I got, and read
Siris, and immediately directed this poor Fellow to
drmI-: Tar-water, which hedid conftantly, twice or
three times a Day: For the firft Week, or ten
Days, he coughed prodigioufly, and brought up
great Quantities of fetid Corruption; every Day
after his Cough abated, and his Stomach increafed,
and at the End of three Weeks drinking, he was
able to walk half a Mile with Pleafure, which he
did, every Morning, between his firft Draught and
Breakfaft; and, in five Week’s time, had gathered
a good deal of Strength; his Tar being then out,
and he thinking himfelf pretty well, he omitted
drinking fince; but [ have now ordered him a frefh
Parcel of Tar, and do not doubt but he will be as
well able to hold his Plow, next Spring, as ever,
and mow the following Summer: In fhort, his
Cough is gone, and he finds him{elf hearty ; I this
Day examined him,

03. Edward
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93. Edward Moore, Efq; of Moore’s Fort in the
County of Tipperary, a Gentleman of Fortune, was
extremely out of Order, and, by all the Phyficians
that attended him, was judged to have an Ulcer in
his Bladder, and was preparing to go to fome Wa-
ters proper for him 3 he had quite loft his Stomach
and Complexion, but by the Ufe of Tar-water, for
five or fix Weeks, is not only quite well of his Dif-
order, but has recovered his Stomach and Com-
plexion ; and, I do believe, ftill continues to drink
it. I can alfo affure you, my Wife has drank it, for
fome time, for a little barking Cough, which fhe
has had thefe three Years paft, which afflicts her
moft, juft as the gets up in the Morning; and the
has found fuch an Abatement of it, that I do not
doubt, but, in a little time, fhe will be quite free
from it. If thefe Accounts be of any Ufe to the
Publick, and a fatisfactory Anfwer to your Letter,
it will fully anfwer the Defign of, Sir,
Your very humble Servant,
William Ryves,

94. A Letter from William Connor, Ef7; fromé¢
Bandon in the County of Cotk, dated October 23,
1744-

S1R,

Tam favour’d with your’s of the Sixth Inftant,
and have {ince communicated the fame to my Bro-
ther George Connor, who is the Perfon, you heard,
“had been relieved, in a fcorbutick Diforder, by the

Ufe of Tar-water; for which he is full of Ac-
knowledgments to the Author of Siris; and (had
not the Badnefs of the Weather, and fome other
Accidents in his Family, hitherto prevented) he de-
figned, ’er now, to have paid his Compliments per-
fonally to the Bifhop of Cloyne, nd have acquaint.
ed him with the whole Progrefs of his Diforder,
and almoft incredible Benefit he had received in

lefs
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lefs than a Month, by the Ule of that mnﬁ fove- |

reign and univerfal Remedy ; for which Purpofe,
he defired me to let you know, that he intends

waiting on his Lordfhip as foon as he can conve- |

niently leave Home; there are feveral other In-
ftances in this Neighbourhood, of Perfons benefited
by the fame Means, but none more fo (that I have
heard of) than one of my Daughters, who had la-
boured under a kind of hyfterick and nervous Dif-
order for {fome Months, which afli¢ted her with a
Palpitation and Difficulty of Breathing, infomuch,
that the frequently imagined the was expiring ; of

which Complaint, fhe is now (Gop be praifed)

quite free, and attributes her Cure folely to that
moft excellent Remedy, Tar-water, having received
little or no Benefit from any Thing elfe; tho’ fhe

had been under a Courfe of Medicines, for fome

Months, before fhe took to the drinking Tar-water,

for the Difcovery of which fhe is infinitely obliged
to the good Bifhop, and {o s, Sir,

Your moft obedient Servant,

William Connor.,

95. Mr. George Cﬂ?zﬂar, whofe Name is men-
tioned in the precedent Letter, having been pleafed
himfelf to communicate his cwn Cafe, and Relief,
in November, 1744, 1 fhall here infert the Parlicu»
lars thereof, which fhew the wonderful Powers of
Tar-water.

- MTr. Connor had been feveral Years aflicted with |

a fcorbutick Diforder, and finding no Relief here,
from the Prefcriptions of Phyficians, he went to
England, where he made ufe of the Bash, and other
Waters, without receiving any Benefit; upon his |
Return to freland, his Diftemper became {o violent, |
and increafed to fuch a Degree, that his Phyficians,,
not knowing what todo elfe, were for fending him
to Bath again, when, by Chance, he met with S}im[:'
whic

!
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which put him upon the making and drinking
Tar-water, which quite recovered hlm ina Mﬂnth
or {ix Weeks Time ; his Cafe was wonderful, his
Body was all over one continual Sore, he was ob-
liged to fhift himfelf four times a Day, and his
Shirts ftood on End, fliffened by Corruption ; his
Limbs and Body were wrapped up in Linen fpread
with Suet, to keep any Thing from touching
him.

The tharp Humours ufed to run through his
Cloaths on the Ground. He could neither digeft, -
fleep, nor reft. The firt Effe¢t of the Tar-water
was, that an incredible Number of blind Boils ap-
peared in the Skin over his whole Body, and very
fore, by which the morbifick Humour was driven
to the outward Parts, and by conftant drinking
Tar-water, thefe Boils grew milder, and by De
grees healed and dried away, fo thac in lefs than fix
Weeks, he was quite eafy, and he attributes his
Cure folely to Tar-water, Upon firft taking the
Water, he was very coftive for {feveral Days, which
frightened him, and made him take fome gentle
opening Purge. But this rather retarded his Cure,
for where the Tar-water throws out the Venom in-
to the Skin, it thould not be difturbed by the
Revulfion of a Purgative, howfoever fuch caﬂmcr
out may naturally produced a Coftivenefs, Such
Coftivenefs is not to be reckoned a bad Effect, but
a good Symptom ; it fhews that Nature is thmw-
ing out the bad Humours through the Skin, and
not by Stool, and when 1t has fuﬂimently done that
Service, in which it ought not to be difturbed, the
Body will naturally return to its ufual D1fcharnes 5
as many have experienced.

K 96. 4
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96. A Letter from Cornelius Townfend of Betibo-

rough near Mallow in the County of Cork, £fg;
. dﬁﬁ’ff the goth of October, 1%44.

i R

I re-::ewt:d the Favour of yours, but a Hurry of
Bufinefs prevented my an{wering it fooner ; I affure
you, I never had it in my Inclination to conceal any
Thing that I thought maybe of general Ufe to Man- .
kind. Before I enter on the Particulars of my com-
plicated Diforders, I muft beg leave to obferve to
you, that I am thoroughly convinced, from my
own Experience, and my Obfervations on others,
that nothing yet difcovered ftands fairer for being
confidered as an univerfal Medicine for all Difor-
ders, than Tar-water, taken as lately directed by
that great good Man, the Bifhop of Cloyne, in his
Treatile on the Virtues thereof. Asto myown Ex-
perience, about fifteen Years ago, and about the
32d of my Age, after a moft remarkable good
Stock of Health from my Infancy, I was firft feized
with a violent Heart burn, and foonafter had flight
Fits of the Rheumatifm, whichin a few Years be-
came very violent, and then getting the better of
my often envied good Conftitution, a moft invete-
rate Scurvy appeared, particularly on my Temples,
and Forehead ; my Fits of the Rheumatifm were in
the Beginning 1rrf:-:rular and did not hold above a
Month or fix Weeks ata Time ; but about eight
Years ago, they became regular, and ufed to con-
fine me to my Bed during the whole Winter and
Spring, and always began with a light Fever and
terrible Head-ach, which generally held for the firft -
nine or ten Days. I have been likewife fubject toa *
Scurvy in my Gums, and in {pight of all my
Care, apt to get old, which frequentlyafflicted my
Lungs and Glands, and occafioned a Deafnefs ; till
about three Years ago by the Advice of the prefent
Bifhop of Killaloe, 1 began the Ufe of Tar-water,

which
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which within a Month carryed off the Heart-burn ;
and foon after the Scurvy in my Gums, Temples,
&F¢c. began to leffen, and about that time twelve
Month, was quite gone ; it has alfo carrycd off the
Inflammation of my Glands, and I am not fo apt to
get cold, or be very deaf as formerly; and when,
through Carelefnefs of myfelf, it happens 1 get
either, I am under no Apprehenfion about any ill
Confequences, finding that honeft Tar-water does
the Bufinefs. My Fits of the Rheumarifm, fincethe
Ufe of Tar-water, have indeed been as tedious, with
as great a Weaknefsin my Kneesand Anclesas ever,
fo that I am not able to ftand, but not near fo pain-
ful, and almoft free from the Fever and Head-ach
I have mentioned. I am now under a Courfe of
bathing my Legs in warm Tar-water, by Directicn
~of the Bifthop of Clgyne, and hope in fome Time to
be able to give you an Account of its Succefs. 1
fear I have tired your Patience, but as you defired
I fhould be particular in the Account of my Ail-
ments, [ muft farcther let you know, that from the
Beginning of my Diforders, I have had fuch a coftive
Conftitution, that I feldom had the Benefit of Na-
ture, without the Help of Electuaries, or fome other
Openers; my Fundament was fo inflamed with
Piles, that I was very apprehenfive of a Fiftula, my
Fleth was bloated and very tender every where; [
was {ubject to a Palpitation of the Heart, Cramps,
Meagrims, &¢. from all which (I thank God) I
am quite free by the conftant Ufe of Tar-water
only.

The famous Doctor Barry feveral Yearsago, put
me under a Courfe of Rhubarb and Sulphur, to
which I regulary ftuck for upwards of two Years ;
and other Phyficians fince put me under different
Courfes of Phyfick for my Rheumatick and other
Diforders, but all to no manner of Purpofe.

E 2 g97. As
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97. As to my Obfervations on others, a Gentle-
wornan in my Family, who had a paralytick Dif-
order, and the Scurvy to a great Degree, with
many Diforders in her Stomach, for which the ftuck
to the Malloww Waters for feveral Seafons, and was
only for the Prefent relieved thereby, and my Wife,
who has been tormented with the Scurvy, Hi-
itericks, &, are both recovered, and very well by
the Ufe of Tar-water.

98. One Mrs. Byjtid, who lives near Killmallock,
having had a Heart-burn for fome Years to fuch a
Degree, that in her Strainings, the would frequent-
ly difcharge Blood out of her Stomach ; the was {ub-
ject to a racking Pain in her Bowels, had a Ganger
in her Mouth, and her Teeth were all loofe; the
was given over by all the fkilful Perfons-in her
Neighbourhood ; but, hearing of the great Benefits
I received by the Ufe of Tar-water, began to drink
it, and foon found herfelf much better. Of which
an Apothecary in Killmallock having had an Account,
{fent her word, that the was ill advifed to take it that
way, and ordered her by all Means to mix her Tar
with hot Water, and then drink it ; which fhe ac-
cordingly did ; but it operated fo violently by purg-
ing up and down, that fhe was at Death’s Door
however, the afterwards found, that taking it even
that way, did her vaft Service; fhe is now perfectly
recovered, and firmly refolved never to take the
Advice of an Apothecary again. I could mention
feveral more, who, by my Advice, in various Dif-
orders, received very great Benefit, or were per-
fectly cured by drinking Tar-water; in fhort, I
make it my Bufinefs to recommend it to all my Ac-
quaintance, and whatever your Diforders are, you
may fafely take it; if you do, I don’tat all doubt
but you will {foon join in the Praife of Tar-water,
with, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble Servant, :
Corn. Townfend,
99. An
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99. An Extraft of a Letter from a Phyfician, whofe
Name I gm not at Liberty to mention s communi-
cated to me in November, 1744.

< A Man of about thirty-five Years of Age con-
fulted me, who}from a pleuritic Diforder imper-
fectly cured, fell into an heftic Fever, attended
with a defperate Cough, with this dreadful Symp-
tom, an Ulcer in the left Lobe of his Lungs ; whica
plainly appeared, firft from his being at firlt at-
tacked by the Pleurify in the left Side. Secondly,
- from almoft an impoffibility of lying on the right
Side. Thirdly, from a vaft Heavinefs and {uffocat-
ing Burthen he complained of in the left Part of his
Thorax ; till relieved in fome Meafure by throwing
up a vaft Quantity of fetid purulent Matter, inter-
mixed with pure Blood, and (I may fay) fanguine
Jpumofo, {o juitly called by the great Hippocrates 5
which Excretion generally happened to him once a
Month or thereabouts, and which, as he informed
me, had always like to have fuffocated him. This
evacuated Pus mult have been gathered 1 its pro-
per Veficula, which being external in the Lobe was
ufually broke by a ftrong Fit of Coughing, or fome
other violent Shock of Nature. [Upon further Exa-
mination, I found he had cold nocturnal Sweats,
and almoft all the Signs of the Facies Hippocratica.
You may eafily judge, that the PrognofticI form-
ed, was very doubtful, as his Cafe was both danger-
ous and difficule. However, 1 ordered him imme-
diately to drink Tar-water, and, as the Indication
.required, I prefcribed fome balfamic and detergent
Pills, befides fome Stomachic Medicines, as he al-
moft entirely loft his Appetite 3 I have alfo ordered
him to take a Ride, Morning and Evening conftant-
ly. Icannow with great Truth and Pleafure affure
you, that he is quite recovered; which I muft in
Juftice actribute to the Tar-water, as the laft Medi-
g cines,
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cines, though prefcribed before Tar-water, had little
or no Effeét. I have tried this Medicine of Tar-
water in two Cafes of the afthmatic Kind, and in
three acute ones, in all which it has had wonderful
Succefs,”

Y00. An Exiralt of a Letier from Henry Edg-
worth of Lizard in the County of Lnnﬂ'fnrd Efq;
Member of Parliament, datsd the 10tk cgf Novems

ber, 1744.

¢ [ fhall foon be able to fend you fome very
remarkable good Effeéts of Tar-water, which has
been taken both by myfelf and two others of my
particular Friends, andthofe of Judgment and good
Senfe, who have given this innocent, ufeful, and
cheap Medicine, fair Play. Ican’t have their Leave
to mention their Names; but as to myfelf, I muft
do it the Juftice as to fay, that few Men of my Age
and temperate Way of Life, I believe, have been
more afflicted with the Rheumatifm ;5 more efpecial-
ly in the Winter Seafon, and in changeable Weather;
and after the Violence of the Fits abated, it fre-
quently and almoft thefe fourteen Years paft, (about
which Period of Time I was firft attacked by that
inveterate Enemy) left me in a worfe Conditien,
even Pain cannot in my Apprehenfions in any Sort
be compared to the exceffive Lownefs and Dejection
of Spirits, I laboured under for certain Times, more
or lefs, till I took Tar-water; and though- my Af-
fairs would not pernvt me to have Rec ourfe to it as
regulay as I ought, yet even as I took it, it has
pr:aﬁ:d God, not only in a great Meafure to miti-
vate the Violence of the Fits of the Rheumatifm,
but 1 have in no Sort had the leaft Return of any
Dejeétion of Spirits this whole Winter. Iam no
Bigot of any Sort, 1affure you ; but I am fully per-
funded this moft excellent Remedy, if properly pre-

pared and taken, would work more miraculous Cures, -
than
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than ever were pretended to have been wrought at
the Tomb of Thomas a Becket; and has more real
Virtue in it, than the Touch or Blood of any of the
Line of the Staarts whatever; and this Account you
may publith whenever you think fit, as Truth and
Matter of Fact.”

101. A Letter from Charles Tottenham of Totten-
ham- Green in the County of Wexford, Efg; Mem-
ber of Parligment, November 18, 1744.

¢ For the good of the Publick, and in Honour
of the Bithop of Cloyne, I inform you, that William
Cooper, my Servant, on Tuefday the gth of laft
Ofober, fell ill of a violent Fever, Stitch and Pleu-
rify 5 on Wednefday and Thurfday was bled, his
Blood very bad each Time, on #ednefday Evening
he began to drink warm Tar-water, and by Thur/day
at Noon, had drank above two Quarts; at which
Time his Stitch and Fever left him; he fweated
greatly ; a bliftering Plaifter was fent for on Zhur/-
day Morning, which was brought to the Patient
that Evening, but finding himfelf eafy would not
fuffer it to be applyed; he continued free from
Pain till Saturday Morning, at which Time his
Stitch returned, his Lungs fo greatly oppreffed, that
he could fcarce breath, his Infide very fore, and his
~ Head very painful. On Saturday Evening a blifter-
ing Plailter was put on between his Shoulders ; he
continued very ill till Sunday Evening, at which
Time his Blifter began to run, on which he had
immediate Eafe, and continuing to drink Tar-warter,
by Eleven o’Clock that Night his Head was free
from Pain, his Stitch and Cough gone, flept well
that Night, and on the 20th of the fame Month,
was as hearty and as heal as ever. Said #illiam
Cooper is between fifty and fixty Years old, has hac{
a violent Cough and bad Lungs thefe thirty Years
paft, until now, not having any Cough, Pain within-
| E 4 fide,
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fide, or Oppreflion on his Lungs: This fhould
have been fooner fent, but that I thought it pro-
+ per to wait, and know whether any of his old Dif-
orders returned 3 they did not, he never was better
nor fo full of Spirits.

P.§. It is to be obferved that the Patient drank
Tar-water the whole Time,””

102, A Letter from M?. George Johnfon, a young
Officer in the Army, to Thomas Prior, Efg; dated

the 25th of November, 1744.

¢¢ I was great affiiCted with the Bloody-flux
from February 1742-3, to the Beginning of May
1744, the greateft Part of which Time, I was fo
111, that I was not expeéted to live, nor could I eat
or drink any Thing that would ftay upon my Sto-
mach ;s nor had I any Eafe during the whole
Time, but when I ufed to ride, which I did
three or four Weeks fucceflively, three or four
Times daring my Illnefs, on Bufinefs; a Week or
Adix Days after which, I was tolerably eafy, and
could eat pretty hearty, after which, tho’ 1 took
feveral Things, and by the beft Advice, I ftill
grew worfe, I was advifed to take Tar-water,
which I did once a Day for necar a Week in the
Beginning of April, 1744, but it would not ftay on
my Stomach, and made me fick, fo I left it off
for about three Weeks; but continuing to grow
worfe, [ was advifed to take it May following, which
I did (I thank Gop) with Succefs, for by taking re-
gularly twice a Day, with a Dofe or two of Rhubarb
during the Time, which was about three Weeks, (I
thank Gop) I was perfectly well,

N. B. I feveral Times before took Rhubarb
during my Illnefs in all Shapecs, without any Be-

nefit.”’

103, An -
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103. An Extrat of a Letter from the Reverend Mr.
Thomas Collier of Aunfield near Rofs in the
County of Wexford, to Thomas Prior, £/7; dated

January 24, 1744.
SRR

I have had it often in my Thoughts to commu-
nicate to you a particular Account of the Cafe of
the Woman mentioned in your Letter, and of fome
others, in regard to the Effeéts of Tar-water. The
poor Woman had for three Years before the drank the
Tar-water, been troubled every Summer with very
ugly Blotches and Ulcers, efpecially on her Face;
- and as the poor People about me generally apply
for fome Cure or other for their Diforders, I advifed
her to a Courfe of Marfh, or wild Celery-Tea.
This gave fome Relief for the Prefent, but fhe
- grew worfe in the main, that is, every Summer the
Ulcers increafed in Number and Size, fo that I ad-
' vifed her to the Hofpital in Waterford. Jult as I had
' read Siris, the came to my Door, her Face {welled
| to a monftrous Size, hardly any Eyes to be feen,
iand in as loathfome a Way as ever | faw one in
| the worft and moft difmal Stage of the Small-pox.
' She told me fhe was dying, and begged a little
| Charity from me: I had fome Tar-water juft made
| for myfelf, and I made her take along with her
' two Quarts, and defired her to drink them off, and
rcome to me again; I did not fee her for a Week,
iand then fhe told me, the had tried to take the
"Water, and it was fo cold on her Stomach, that
it almoft killed her ; that inftead of comforting her,
(it threw her into a cold Sweat, all mortal Symptoms.
‘I then advifed her to go home and take it as warm
‘as fhe could poflibly bear it; fhe did fo, and in a
' Week came to me for more Water. By that Time,
the Swelling had much fubfided, and the could fee
' with both her Eyes. Ithen gave hera Gallon of Wa-
ter



58 The Effects of

ter more, and inabout a Month after the came to me
quite well, no Swelling in any Part of her Body,
and only a Rednefs in her Face juft as after the
Small-pox. T forgot to mention, that, when fhe
firft came to me, her whole Body was greatly fwel-
led ; fhe continued well till laft Summer, when fhe
had a {mall Return of the Diforder, which was cured
the fame Way, and 1s at this Time feemingly well.
In this Cafe the Cure was prodigious, and what I
efteemed almoft miraculous, becaufe I had known
the Woman’s Ailment a long Time before fhe took
the Tar-water, and as it was inveterate and of a
long ftanding, I thought it would take up a good
deal of Time and Water, if the could be cured at
all.  As far as I am able to judge, her Diforder was
a Scurvy occafioned by poor Living in every Senfe,
and this in its laft Stage attended by a Dropfy. Her
Name is Catherine Dobbin.

104. The next Cafel tried was for a violent Pain
in the Stomach, which had greatly troubled a young
Gentlewoman of my Acquaintance for about a
T welve-month, and for removing which, fhe had
taken feveral Things, but to no Purpofe ; one Gal-
lon of Water cured her, and fhe has had no Com-
plaint of the Kind thefe fourteen Months paft.

105. A third Patient who received Benefit by
drinking Tar-water, was an old labouring Man,
who was fo weakened by a long dry Cough, that
when I faw him I took him to be on the extreme
Verge of Life. He was fo weak, that he was affifted
in coming a Quarter of a Mile to my Houfe, and
was obliged to ftop at every third or fourth Step:
I gave this Man a Pitcher of Tar-water, and in
about a Month he came to me to know if I had any
Work for him, his Cough quite removed, and with
a ruddy healthy Countenance; he has been fince
labouring conftantly, and is in a better State of
Health this Moment, than he was for any time

I during

", .
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'during three Years before he took the Water. His
\Name is Edmund Dunfy.
. 106. Within this Month paft a very extraordina-
'ry Cure has been owing to Tar-water: A Servant-
'Maid in this Parifh, was feized about a Month paft
'with a violent Itching all over her Body, which in
‘three or four Days broke out all over her in wa-
'tery Puftules, which as they broke, threw out a
fcalding fharp corroding Liquor, which burnt the .
Skin wherever it touched it ; {o that the poor Crea-
 ture was almoft diftracted : But prepofieffed viclent-
lyagainft Tar-water. At laft, with great Perfuafion,
fhe was prevailed on to take it, and by the time fhe
'had finifhed two Bottles the Puftules difappeared,
'and fhe is now free from all the Symptoms, and in
\very good Health: The common People called it
\the St. Anthony’s Fire, but I can’t pretend to fay
| what the true Name of the Diforder was. If any
'thing elfe remarkable fhould occur, I fhall make
' bold to let you know it, and am,
Sir, Your moft obedient humble Servant,
Tho, Collier

1 10%7. A Letter from Col. Nicholas Loftus, of Lof-
tus-hall in the County of Wexford, Efg; Member
- of Parliament, to Thomas Prior, Efg; dated Feb,

tbe 18, 1744.

I have your Favour of the 29th of laft Month:
| I have drank Tar-water thefe three Months paft,
' half a Pint Morning and Evening, with great Suc-
'cefs: My Diforder was fevere Pains in all my Bones,

and particularly in my Joints, which I believe were
' Rheumatick, and was very apprehenfive of a Re-
turn of the *Sciatica, having had a fevere Fit of it
laft Spring. I had a Stiffnefs in my Limbs, which
made walking very uneafy to me: Which Exercife
‘Tufed a great deal of before. My Pains are now
: all
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all vanithed, and I can walk fome Miles in 2 Morn-
ing as well as I ever did.  Some in my Neighbour-
hood have taken it, fora Year paft, in the Gout,
and the Fits of it have been much lighter than they}él
had been many Years before. 4
108. I have a Servant who had a very violent
Afthma, who I made drink it, and he hath been
fince furprizingly relieved: Iam convinced that it is
very good for many Diforders ; Ihave found it very
diuretick, Iam told, that you are about publithing
fomething about it, for the Good of the Publick :
As you deferve their Thanksin many Inftances, pray
accept of thefe, particularly from, Dear Sir,
Your moft obedient humble Servant, =
Nicholas Loftus..

109. A Letter from Peyt{m Fox, Ef7; of Weftmeath,
to Thomas Prior, Efg; dated ¥eb. the15th,1744.

Dear SIR, -_
I had Yefterday the Favour of your’sof the 29th’
of laft Month; and according to your Defire ac-
quaint you, that for thefe feveral Years paft, I have
been fubject to great Colds; but laft Winter I had
fucha violent Cold and Cough, as confined me with-
in Doors for five Months, and found not the leaft
Benefit from Remedies, of which I took a vaft Quan-
tity : But when I got the good Bifhop’s Siris, 1
took the Tar-water, which perfeétly recnvered\me,
and do not find T am fo apt to get cold as I was.
My Stomach is not extraordinary good, but much®
better than it was. Within thefe three Months I
got, by venturing too much in my Garden in cold.
Weather, two Colds; but the Tar-water, in a few
Days, carried them off without fevere coughing..
Since I firft took the Tar-water, 1 have not had the,
Jeaft Touch of the Gout, and my Spirits are more|
lively : I look on my Cure to be the more extraordi-,
nary, confidering my great Age, being feventy-four.:
I hear.



TARWATE R. 19

I hear of many who have received Benefit by the
ar-water, bu can’t be particular: If I hearof any
yreh acquainting you with, I will ; and affure your-
iy I am,
Dear Sir, Your moft humble Servant, .
Pey. Fox.

o. A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Roger Lyndon, of
3allyfax in the County of Kildare, March 26,1744.

Dear S1R,

I had the Favour of your Letter by laft Poft, de-
ing [ would inform you concerning my drinking

ar-water, and the good Eflect it hath had on me.
Laft Summer, and fometimes before, I found my-
If under feveral Diforders, a Gravel, Pains in my
ack, confining me fome fhort Times to my Bed
reat want of Appetite, frequent Dizzinefs in my
[ead,unfeafonable Sleepinefs, Sorenefs in my Gums,
1d the loofening and falling of fome of my Teeth,
fomuch that I could fcarcely chew my Meat; and
y fuch great Uneafinefs in my Mouth, I was often
:duced to Broths, and other foft Aliments. All
1efe Diforders, I was informed, proceeded from the
curvy ; and therefore I was relolved to try the Be-
efic of the fo much talk’d of Tar-water. I began
> drink 1t, purfuant to all the Rules, laft Michael-
2¢5 3 and have continued it to the middle of this
donth, without Intermiffion: I was from the be-
jinning very exact in keeping up to Difcipline, and
herefore foon found the Benefit; and, I blefs God,
1ave not, in the leaft Degree, felt any of the Difor-
lers before-mention : 1 can walk great lengths
1ave a conftant and good Appetite; can eat my
Meat, with Teeth as well-faftened and eafy in my
Mouth, as I could for fome Years paft. This, Sir,
s in Fact all T have to acquaint you with, the Argu-
ngs I leave to better Judgments; and if you think
‘his Account may be of any Service to others, you
may
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may (as you have defired) communicate it, in what
manner you pleafe, to fo good anEnd. Iam, Sir,
Your aﬂ"e&iﬂnatﬂ humble Servant,

Roger Lyndon,

r11. A Letter from John Ufher, ¢f Lifmore in IML
County of Waterford, Efq; dated from Llfmnrc,‘
Feb. z*z&e 4tb, 1744, to Thomas Prior, Efg; |

In Performance of my Promife, I fend you the
two following Cafes, which happened lately, and
may be relied upon. A Soldier in Capt. Burflon’s
Company, in General Frampton’s Regiment, whofe
Name I cannot learn, tho’ he was fome time in this
Town, being afflicted with a fpitting of Bloed and
purulent Matter, for a confiderable Time (which
Diforder was occafioned by a Peripneumony or Pleus
rify, tho’ he could not tell which, having had it bes
fore he came to Quarters to Dﬂrgmwn, about two
Years ago) and having alfo a violent Cough and
firong Night-fweats, S}rmpmms of a deep Decay,
which quite emaciated him, Mr. Charles Smith,
Apothecary in that Town, ordered him to drink
Tar-water, which was made with Lime-water, in-
ftead of common Water, knowing Lime-water to
be a great Dryer of Ulcers: He had not ufed it
long, “when he found his Cough and other Symp-
toms left him entirely, and in a fhort time he gre#.
furprizing fat and healthy.

112, Richard Kearney, Servant to Mr, Tbamcﬂ
Barbon in Dungarvan, was for many Years afflited
with a Cough and Difficulty of Breathing, which!
arrived at length to a confirmed and violent Afthma,,
fo that upon “the leaft Preflure of the Atmofphere!
he was conftantly vifited with his Diforder, and dif-
abled from rendering his Mafter any Service: About
four Months {ince, by the Perfuafion of his Mafter,,
he began to drink Tar-water ; and had not ufed it
above a Fortnight, when, to his Surprize, he found!

a great
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‘a great Heat and Secalding in his Urine, and a Go-
norrbea of a moft virulent Colour enfued, which fo
| frighted him, that he left off drinking the Tar-water,
atcributing thefe Symptoms to the Ufe of it; but
. upon his Mafter’s urging him to it, he again took
to the Ufe of it, when, in about a Month, not only
thefe Symptoms left him entirely, but in a great
~meafure, his Coughand Afthma. He ftill ufes the
Tar-water, and is much recruited in both his
Strength and Flefh, infomuch that laft Week he
walked up a fteep Hill at the Back of the Caftle
here, nimbly and in a few Minutes, which, he af-
- fured me, before he took the Tar-water, he could
| not crawl up in an Hour. The above Charles Smith
| enquired of him, whether formerly he had not fome
' venereal Taint, which he did not deny, and he at-
| tributes the above Symptoms to fome Remains of
' that Diftemper, which the Tar-water carried off'; it
- wrought him and f{till doth much by Urine. Thefe
' two fhall {uffice for this time ;s in my next you fhall
. have more on the faine Subjeét, from
: Your moft humble Servant,
- ' Fobn Ujber,
113, The faid Mr. Upber having alfo communi-
cated the Effets and Virtues of Spruce-beer, which
he juftly reckons to be a Kind of Tar-water, both
'Eroceeding from the Juices of the Fir Kind : I fhall
eg Leave to infert in this Place, the Particulars
thereof : He writes ¢ That having an Eftate on the
Coaft in the County of #aterford, from whence ma.-
ny of his Tenants go yearly to the Fithery of Negw-
Joundland, he frequently obferved, that fuch of them
as went out meagre and pale, like Skeletons, and
troubled with Itchand Scurvy, always returned far,
with ruddy Complexions and great Health, not-
withftanding their great Fatigues there; and on
Enquiry into the Caufe thereof, he found that they
allatributed their Recoveryto theirconftanty drink-
~ ing
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ing of Spruce-beer while they are there ; that
foon as they arrive there, they cut the Branches of
the black Spruce Fir, which is the only Fir made ufe
of there for Spruce-beer, and therewith make their
Beer in the manner mentioned hereafter; and this
Practice of making and drinking Spruce-beer, they
continue during the Time they ftay there, and in.
their Return, and bring great Quantities of the
‘Branches with them to make Spruce-beer, after their .
Arrival, which they are very fond of;; and notwith-"
ftanding they live on falt Provifions many Months,
and have frequently thick Fogs on the Banks, yet
they are no way troubled with Scurvy, Itch, or any
Eruptions whatfoever, owing, as they fa}r, to the
conftant drinking Spruce- beer. T hey fay farcther,thag
the People are very prolific, and that no Part of th:_
World hasfo many Children as St. Jobn’s in New-
Joundland, cnnﬁdermg the Number of the Inhabi-
tants; probably this may be owing to the conftant
Ufe of Spruce-beer, or l:hr:,lr living To much on F;ﬂlil

or both.”

=

114. The Way of making Spruce-beer in Newfounds
land, as communicated from the Fifbermen to }

Ufhf:r

Let fixteen Gallons of Water be well boiled in a
Pot, along with a good Quantity of the Branches of |
the Black Spruce Fir cut into thort Pieces, as much
as will fill the Pot; it will take three or four Hours
beiling, and the Method to know when it is boiled
enough, is when the Bark of the Spruce flips readil "‘
off the Sticks between your Fingers. The Spruce is
then taken out, and a Gallon of Molafles put to th@f
Water, which is fufficient to make a fixty Gallon
Cafk, and proportionably a greater Quantity of Mo-
laffes for a larger Cafk. The Water is then to be
well ftirred and well boiled once after the Molaffes

is put toit; it muft then be put intoa Cafk, which
13 ]

&
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is to_be filled up with cold Water, and to be very
well ftirred .wich a Stick at the Bung, and, by the
Help of the Grounds remaining in the Cafk from a
former Brewing, will immediately ferment, and the
next Day the Bung is to be clofed up, and the Day
following it will be fit for Ufe. Buz if you have no
Grounds of a former Brewing, then put a fmall
Quantity of Barm to it, which will in one Nrght S
Time fufficiently ferment it; next Morning clofe it

up, and it will-be fit for Ufe the Day following, and
will hold gooda Fortnight. But 1Fy0u would make
Spruce-beer to laft feveral Months, then you muft
add a greater Quantity of Molaffes two or three,
or more Gallons, and more Spruce to give it a

ftronger Body.

115. A Letter from John Uther of Lifmore, in the
County of Waterford, Efg; dated April the 6th
1745, to Thomas Prior, £/7;

- The conftant Employment, T have here; has
hindred me from collecting Cafes relating to Tar-
water ; however, you fhall have {fome in a Poft or
two: My own is worth taking Notice of, and is as
follows. - I have been, for twelve or fourteen Years,
troubled with a Diforder in my Nerves; it came on
gradually, but at laft to fuch a Pitch, that there was
feldom a Night that I have noc been obliged to get
out of my Bed and walk about the Room for forne
Minutes, befl;ri: I could cﬂmpﬂfﬂ myfelf to Reft ;
efpecially om the lealt Excefs in Drinking, or ‘the
leaft Cold. AsI was ready to drop afleep, my Mind
ufed to be extremiely agititéd, in a manner fot to

be defcribed: I ufed to feel at the fame time a2

Thrilling down my Thighs, and a Defire to ftretch,
as in an Ague-fit, which relieved me for . that Mo-
ment: The Bed was thenintolerable to me, nor could
I find any Relief but by getting up and walking
about tho’ I have bore it with the utmoft Pain for

F above
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above an hour. 1 was at S§pa, and took all the
nervous medicines from divers Phyficians to no Pur-
pofe. Docttor Lacky's Advice concurred with my
own Inclinations, toinduce me to drink Tar-water ;
and Ifolemnly affirm, that in a Fortnight’s drink-
ing it, I never had a fingle return of it from that
Da}r to this, which has made my Life comfortable,
as | ufed before to dread the Approach of Night.
This I the rather infift on, asIam very fure I never
drank a drop of good Tar-water: For a Cafk of Tar
I had from Cork, I am now confident, had beenall
ufed before; and I am now, to my great Concern
obliged to difcontinue it for want of good Tar; for
there is-not a drop to be hadin Cork that is good 3
and I have had Complaints from the good Bifhop
on that Head: However I have had no Return of
my Diforder,

116, P. §. Tam not at Liberty to mention the
Names to you of two Women that have been cured
of an inveterate Fluor albus, even by bad Tar-water,
and in a fthort Time; in {fuch Diforders Names are
not to be mentioned, but I am thoroughly convinced
of the faéts, and have as much Evidence as the Na- |
ture of them will admit. I fhall for the prefent
conclude this long Letter with afluring you, that I
am yours, &,

1157, A Letter from Mr. Lewis Lloyd of Kmfala, |
dated March the 8th, 1744.

A poor Labourer of this Town, rendered incapable
to get his Bread, by a moft violent Itch that fiezed |
both Legs; after the Advice of Dottors, Surgeons
and Apothecaries, and the laft Expedient, Saliva-
tion, proved ineffe¢tual, being advifed to rub the
Sores with Tar-water, was in three or four Days

erfeétly cured, to the great Surprize of thofe whu

had before adminiftred to him, :
118,
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118. A Letter from the Revered Dean Ifaac Gervais
of Lifmore in the County of Waterford, dated
oo May the 8th, 1745.

I have, for a confiderable Time, been prevented
by many incidental Avocations, from communicat-
ing a Cafe,as much to the Henﬂur of Tar-water,as
perhapsany yet publickly known, and the more fo,
in that it is the only Inftance of that Nature I have
heard of.

Being in W aterford, fome time in Fuly laft, I ad-
vifed a Sifter of mine, now in Years, who had been
long afflicted with an inveterate Rheumatifm, to the
Ufe of Tar-water, which fhe readily complied with ;
fo that, havinga Call there about feven Weeks fince,
I had the Pleafure of feeing her ftrong enough to
meet me on the Stairs without Stick, without which,
for a long time, fhe was not able to walk acrofs her
Room.

119, Thatis not all, but an ufual Effelt of it; for
befides, fhe had, for near two Years before, been
grievoufly tormented with a cruel and unquenchable
Thirft, to which the other Diforder was nothing, in
- Comparifon. It was become the Plague of her
Life. She had by fcrupulous Care, and Choice of
Diet, the Advice of Neighbours and Acquaintance,
and others, pretending to more Skill, done all that
could poffibly be deviled to get the better of it but
all in vain, till, by the Blefling of Gop on the Ufe
of Tar-water, her Thirft gradually leflened ; fo that
at prefent, fhe is perfectly eafy, and fo effectually
cured, as fhe feems almoft to have loft her Appe-
tite to Drink itfelf; though not yet quite relieved
from the other Diforder, yet fhe bears it patiently,
it being eafy in Comparifon of the Torment fhe has
got rid of. I am yours,

1. Gervais,

E'2 3 TR
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_‘i‘ﬂﬁﬂs 1745,
STR,

In Cc-mp]:ance wu:h your Rﬁqueﬁ T {end you
the following Account of certain Perfons in my
Neighbourhood, who have received Benefit by drink-
ing Tar-water. Many others, about me, have
raken it to good Effe¢t; but I mention none but
fuch whofe Maladics and Cures fell within my own
Knowledge. Iam,

Sir, your very affectionate humble Servant,
Benf. Everard.
An Account of certain Perfons, near Bleflington %
the County of Wicklow, who bave received Bf?iﬁﬁf
by drinking Tar-walter, to wit :

120. Catherine Cardy, forty-one Years Gf Age,
troubled with a Cough, Stuffing in her Cheft, and
Shortnefs of Breath, "all the Winter of 1742, not
free from thefe Cﬂmpla:nts in the Summer of 1743,
- and feeling them all more feverely in the following
Winter ; but in the Spring of 1744, affeted with
them all in the higheft Degree, labouring undera
Difficulty of Breashmg, without Appetite, not be-
ing able to work or walk, or lic down at Night,
getting little or no Sleep, her Body emaciated, “her
Breaft, Neck and Face fwelled ;' and her Lips
black, and fearce able to fpeak. She began with
Tar-water the 4th of April 1744, and thnught her-
felf recovered with drinking fix Bottles; but find-
ing a Streightnefs in her Breaft, after leaving it off
four Days, fhe tuﬂk two Buttles more, and became
- quite well. h

The firft Morning after taking it, fhe fpita
Quart of tough Phlegm and ropy Matter, after
much Coughing. She coughed for ten Mﬁrnmgs |
after with lefs and lefs fpu:tmg In this time her
Complaints wore off’; in three Days the could lye

duwn in her Bed, and fleep all Night ; her Sto- .
mach
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mach came to her, and fhe recovered her Strength
and Freedom of Breathing; fo that, on the eighth
Day, fhe walked a Mile up Hill, and back again,
without being difordered, and towards the latter
End of May, was able to bear the Fatigue of nur-
fing a Foundling Child, left at her Door, and walk-
ed with it feven times in that Month, to and from
Blefington, which is a Journey of more than three
Miles. She paflfed the laft Winter and Spring
without any other Diforder than a Cough, ar odd
times, upon catching Cold; which was always re-
moved by a Bottle or two of Tar-water.

121. james Dooling, Labourer, aged about thirty,
fiveYears, taken with a Fever in the Spring of 1744.
which mcreaﬁ:d with threatening Symptoms, parti-
cularly a Loofenefs, fo that his Life was defpaired
of : On the gth Day Tar-water was given him, and
on the r3th the Fever turned; in a Week after he
got out af Bed, and walked about his Cabbin; in
about another Week he went abroad, and foon aftcr
fell to his Work, looking clear and ruddy, and of a
healthful Countenance.

122. Anne Ofborn, about fifty Years old, trou-
bled with Stitches at times, for four or five Years,
kept her Bed for three Months in the Winter of
1743, labouring under Stitches, a Cough, and
Shortnefs of Breath, without Appetite or Sleep, and
worn away to Skin and Bone, drank Tar-water,
Night and Morning, the Begmmng of April 1744,
and with eight Bottles was perfectly recovered, At
firft, fhe threw up a great deal of foul Stuff from
her Smmaf:h: In three T'akings her Scitchesleft her 3
fhe foon recovered her Appetite and Reft, and was
able to lye down in Bed; her Cough ceafed, fhe
gained Heih and Srrength, and walI{ed abroad in
three Weeks Time,

23, Lieanor Dowling, aged about' thirty-five
Yca.rs, troubled with a hard dry Cough for ten
BHatv, Years
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Years together, wornaway by it greatly, and trou-
bled with 2 Wheezing and Shortnefs of Breath, by
drinking Tar-water in the Summer of 1744, all the
above Cumphunts wore off equally to her Surprize
and Joys; which fhe exprefied by faying, < That
<« if fhe had twenty Cows, inftead of two, fhe
<« would have p&ftt‘d with them all, to have become
¢ as well as a few Gallons of Tar-water had made
e Cher.

124. Joan Ardle, a Gatherer of Rufhes for Can-
dles, ftuffed up and choaked with a Cough, without
Stomach or Sleep, and her Hufband affected much
the fame way, both cured by two Bottles of Tar-
water: They are aged Perfons.

125. Lawrence Kane, Pedlar, about fifty Years
old, &bnured under an Ague, abnut Holland-tide
1743, which was followed by a fevere Cough, that
held him for fix Months; he drank but two Bot-
tles of Tar-water in May 1744,and found hlrnfelf
perfectly recovered.

126. Bryan Mee, troubled with a Pain in his
Stomach, and Lofs of Appetite, cured with one
Bottle of Tar-water.

127. Three Children, in one Family, between
fix and eight Years old, took the Small-pox in the
Summer of 1744, and came very fafe and well
through the Diftemper, without any other Prepa-
ration or Medicine than Tar-water, which they had
drank conftantly from Apri/ foregoing, and conti-
nued to drink it during the whole Time of their
Illnefs, except about two Days, when the Pock in
their Mouths and Throats became fore, and broke,
and fmarted by the Tar-water; they have gone on
drinking Tar-water ever fince without any Reluc-
tance to, or Milchief from it; on the contrary,
they fall a crying, it by any Accident, they do not
oet it at the ufual Times; and by the conﬂanz Ufe
therﬁnf one of them hath been kept from the Re-

I turns
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turns of a threatening Fever, to which he was fub-
jec, and had been feized by it three Times in the
fpace of fix Months. Another was troubled with
Lumps under his Jaw, and other glandular Swel-
lings, which have abated fince his drinking Tar-
water, and are now almoft gone; and all the three
fince their drinking Tar-water, have better Stomach,
and more Spirits and are much freer from Coughs
and Colds than tormerly.

128. A Letter from a Gentleman of Charaller and
Integrity, who defires bis Name might not be men-
tioned, dated June the 18th, 1745, to Thomas
Prior, Efz;

What Mr. Arthur Hill told you, of the Benefit
I have received by Tar-water, is fo much Fact, that
I now enjoy a very good State of Health, compared
with what I had for feveral Years paft, owing en-
tirely, under Gop, to that eafy, ufeful Medicine, as
I have Reafon to believe.

As youdelirea particular Account of my Diforder
and the Relief I have had from it, I think it is but
imitating the Benevolence of the Author, to give
you that as diltinctly as I can, in hopes the fame
may prove ufeful to others in the like Circum-
{tances.

129. You muft know then, that about twenty-
five Years ago, I had the firft regular Fic of the
Gout, which ufed to lay me up frequently after, in
Autumn and Spring efpecially ; but never affeGted
me higher than my Feet or Ancles, until 1738,
when I was feized with a moft violent Fever, which
occafioned my being feverely blifter’d on my Legs,
which gave the Humours a Courfe that Way, and
being mixed with gouty Matter, prevented the
Sores, made by the Blifters, from healing, though
all Care was taken by the Phyficians for that End:

F 4 After



72 The Effeéts of

After I recovered from my Fever, it was thought
that this prevented the regular Fits of the Gout,
which I ufed to have, and made it fly about my Bo-
dy and Head, from whence Indigeftion, Lownefs of
Spirts and Sweatings followed ; and at length I

ufed to be frequently feized with a Giddinefs or -

Swimming in my Head, cfpecially after eating,
which would cootinue until I had lighten’d my
Stomach by puking : In hopes to get better Relief

for thefe Diforders from the Phyficians in Town, I.

went to Dublin in 1742, and by the Directions of
two there, juftly efteemed for their Knowledge, 1
went through a continued Courfe 'of gentle Phyfick,

and was forbid every Thing of Nourithment, but-

light, white Meats, and a litile Porc Wine, until
Summer 1743, when they ordered me a Courfe of
Spa Water with Exercife. Thefe Rules I obferved
pretey carefully, and found myfelf a good deal re-
liev’d from my Lownefs of Spirits, and the Giddi-
nefs in my Head, until the Autumn following, when
1 had a fevere Return of beth, to which, I believe,
my gieat Hurry and Fatigue contributed not a lit-
tle. This put me under a Neceflity of returning to
my Courfe of Phyfick during the Winter 1743, and
until May 1744, when I read the worthy Bifhop’s
elaborate Treatife on Tar-water, of which (tho’ in
many Parts too refined formy Knowledge) I under-
ftlood fo much, as convinced me of its Ufefulnefs,
and the kind Defign of the Author; whereupon I
altered my Intention from Spa, to Tar-water, and
drank about Half a Pint in the Morning, and as
much in the Evening, with due Regard to the
Rules prefcribed, as to not eating before or after
for two Hours 5 which produced a regularand pret-
ty fharp Fit of the Gout in my Fect and Ancles,
foon after I began the Courfe, and feem’d to.warm
me and increafe my Sweatings. Inabouttwo Months

after. I had a Return of the Gout, but much .

gentler

o
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gentler, and my Sweatings abated. Then I had a
violent Frchinefs over all my Body and Limbs,
|which was followed by Bletches and Eruptions on
{the Skin. In Autumn I got fome Cold, and I be-
{}ieve had lived too freely for an Invalid, which was
jattended with a little of the Swimming in my Head,
and Diforder in my Stomach; but 1 had fo much
|Faith in Tar-water, that I made ufe of it air’d, in-
ftead: of Sack-whey, or Tanzey and Sack, which I
| formerly ufed to take, with Intention to repel the
|Gout; and through this laft fevere Winter, I have
continued in very good Spirits, freed from the Dif-
lorder of my Head and Stomach, tho’ I have not
| eonfined myfelf to any regular Diet; and notwith-
| ftanding 1 am much thinner in Flefh, I find my-
felf much ftranger and abler to undergo Fatigue
| than at any Time fince my Fever, The Benefit I
have received, makes me recommend and prepare
it for {everal of my poor Neighbours, who generally
| receive Benefit by it, if they will continue to vfe it.
| 130. ACollier, that was forced to quit his La-
¢ bour by an afthmatic Diforder, is wonderfully reco-
1 vered, tho’ he ufed it but about a Fortnight.
| -131. And my Mafter Salter was often feized with
i a violent Palpitation in his Heart, and had taken
! feveral Medicines for it, but it wasrather increafing
Ii when he made ufe of Tar-water about three Weeks
| he recovered from a violent Fit, and was fo well
i that he quitted the Water, and then had a Return;
I upon which he was again relieved by the fame
| Means, which he now continues to ufe, and enjoys
| better Health than for fome Years pait.

132. We have many [nftances in this Neighbour-
| hood of Perfons being relieved by Tar-water, under
| very different Diforders, tho’ I am furprized they
fhould, for if the commeon People do not immediate-
by receive all the Relief they with and promife to
| themfclves upon once or twice drinking of it, like a

ol Charm,
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Charm, they give it up, not confidering what th&
Bifhop has o] plainly urged ; that in all chronical
Cafes it is an alterative, that requlresTrmc to changu:
the Mafs of Blood. I find I am going out of my |
Depth, and I am fure I have trefpafled too long up-
on your Time, if any Enthufiaft in Praife of Tar-
water can do fo; therefore I will now releafe you
with only this Obfervation, that if thefe Hints can
afford you any Matter, to be reduced into more"
ufeful Form for the Benefit of others, I fhall be
highly pleafed, J
3
133. The Cafe of Mr. John Brooks Engraver, liv-
ing at the Sign of Sir Ifaac Newton’s Head, on
Cork-Hill, Dublin; communicated by bim to
Thomas Prior, Efg; on the 22d of June, 1745.

The faid Mr. Brooks was, in November 17445
feized with Stitches, and a pleuritic Fever which
continued eight or ten Days 3 he was blooded once
and became better, but going abroad too {foon,
caught Cold andrelapfed, and was much worfe than |
befnre, being feized with more violent Stitches, Op-
preflion on his Cheft, Difficulty of Breathing, wnh-'
moft profufe Sweatings fo as to wet his Bed- cloaths | |
twice a Night, which fo weakened him in fome
Time, that he was reduced to Skin and Bone, witha
out any Appetite or Reft, fo that it was thought |
he could not live an Hour, as he could hardly drawll
his Breath ; he was advifed to go out of Town to
the Park, and drink Tar-water which he did at!
the Rate of three Pints a Day, for ten Days, warm,
going to Bed, and getting up, and cold at other:
Times, at eight different Times a Day ; along with .
which he only took thin Gruel, or Chicken-
broth; at the End of Ten Days as he was able:
to go abroad, mending every Day, the Tar-wa-:
ter having removed his Stitches, Sweatings, and |

made him breathe as free as ever., He was ad--
vifed |
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vifed to ride, which he did, and on the firft Day
of riding an Impofthume broke, which lay upon his
 Lungs ; the firft thing thrown up was a Bag which
 contained the impoftumated Matter, which was fol-
' lowed by a great Difcharge of corrupted Stuff mixed
wicth Blood : He was immediately feized with a vio-
lent Spitting of Blood, which continued feveral
I Days, and was blooded, but ftill continued to drink
: the Tar-water as before, which he found to heal his
' Lungs, and ftop his Spitting of Blood, and in a
Fc:-rtmcrht s Time got into {o gooda Statenfl—lealth
as to be able to purfm: his Bufinefs ; he is now as
well as ever he was, his Spirits and Appetite rather
becter than at any Time before, and he ftill conti-
nues to drink Half a Pint every Morning,

134. Mr. Bﬁﬂjamm Prince, of Great-Britain-
| Street, an Officer in the Excife, came to me, on the
7th of Avguft 1745, out of a ftrong Senfe of the
Benefic he received by the Ufe of Tar-water and
communicated his Cafe, which I took from hls own
Mouth, as follows: He faid, that for four Years he
had been troubled with violent Pains in his Back
and Kidneys, and frequent Colics ; that he ufed to
have two or three fharp Fits of the Gout every
Year, and, after a Fever, hada fixed Pain in one of
his Arms, fo that he was not able to liftit up; he
had loft his Appetite, Spirits, and Reft: But being
advifed to drink Tar- water to get him a Stomach,
he began to drink it in fune 1744, at the Rate ﬂf
half a Pint every Morning, and no more, In a
Fortnight’s time the Pain in his Arm abated, and
foon after went off; fo that he got the full Ufe of
it ; in lefs than 2 Month’s drinking he voided by
Urine, a great deal of flimy M4tter and in two or
three Mf}nthfi, after frequent Smppwes of Urine,
he had great Pains in his Reins, and at laft dlﬂ:harg-
ed a Smm, as large as an Olive-ftone, which was

nine
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nine Days pafling; after which he veided, from time
to time, twenty-five Gravel-ftones, of different Sizes,
nine at once, and frequently difcharges {mall Gravel
or Sand all jagged and pointed, which feem to be
broken off from a larger Body of Stone: He is now
at eafe as to his Gravel, and but feldom troubled
with Colics, and what Pain he has that way, he im-
putes to the Remainder of the Gravel not yet dif-
charged; he had no Apprehenfion or Sufpicion,
before he drank Tar-water, and difcharged Gravel,
that his Pains arofe from the Stone or Gravel; he
thought his Diforder was nothing but a Colic, for
which he took many things to no Purpofe. He
alfo fays, that he has not had the leaft Fit or Symp- |
tom of the Gout fince he drank Tar-water, which
is near fifteen Months ago ; -and he never fails to
drink it conftantly every Day, finding? that he has |
thereby got a good Stomach, high Spirits, and
good Sleep, and imputes all his Relief to Tar-water
only.

Auguft the 15th 1745,

135. This Day Mr. Fobn Powell, living at the
Glafs-ware-houfe in Crow-fireet, Merchant, was
pleafed to come to me, and gave the following Ac-
count of his Cafe and Relief, which I took down in
Writing, from his own Mouth, as follows: Mr,
Powell had the Gout for near twenty Years, off and
on, but in the Winter 1743, he had a violent Fit
which lafted twelve Weeks., He was alfo troubled |
with violent Pains in his Bowels, for two Years be-|
fore that time, which he thought was a Colic, had|
no Appetite, a bad Digeftion, and little Sleep ; he!
had thofe Fits of the Colic twice or thrice 2 Week,
each Fit lafting twenty four Hours, with racking|
Pains, {o that 1t was thought that his Life was ni
great Danger.  In the beginning of the Year 17445,
' oni
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on reading the Treatife on Tar-water, he was advif-
ed by his Phyfician todrink the Water, which he did
regularly for fix Wecks at’the Rate of a Pint a Day,
taken in the Morning and Evening; and in three
' Weeks time his Pains began to abate, and in fix
Weeks all his Colic Pains went off, and he has not
- had the leaft Fit ever fince: He feldom fails to
 drink the Water every Morning, and refolves to
continue the conftant Ufe of it, having got a very
. good Stomach and Digeftion, and fleeps very well ;
- por has he had the leaft Fit of the Gout ever fince
| he began to drink Tar-water, being perfectly free
| from all Symptoms of it; he has the full Ufe of his
. Limbs, and walks as well as ever he did, and he im-
| putes all his Cures to Tar-water only.
136, Fames Brown, about ten Years old, to
| whom the late Earl of Kildare left an Annuity of
twenty Pounds a Year, for his Father’s long and
. faithful Services under him, was miferably afflicted
. with the King’s Evil for four Years, and being long
r under the Care of Surgeons in Dablin, wasfent in
- Augnft 1744, to his Relations in the County of Cork
| to take care of him, as there were no Hopes of his
Recovery in Dublin. - When he came there, he had
many running Sores in. his Arms, Hands and Feet,
and Swellings on each fide of his Throat without
Appetite or Digeftion. In this Condition he was
immediately put into a Courfe of Tar-water; he
drank about a Quarta Day, a Naggin at a time,
and after fome Days drinking the Water, they wath-
ed his Sores with ftrong Tar-water, and for a Plaifter
ufed the Oil of Tar, which was fkimmed off the
Water, fpread on Lint or Linen: The Effe& was,
that in a Fortnight’s Time moft of his Sores were
healed up, and Swellings gone, and in. lefs than
fix Wecks Time he was perfectly recovered, and
| now continues very well, with good Appetite and
| Spirits, - This Account the Agthor had from the

young




- el o T

-Arms, Neck, Legs and Body, and had been in
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young Man himfelf, and from his Relationss and
though he is very well, yet he continues to drink

Tar-water, by which he received fo much Benefit,

but in {fmaller Quantiries. :

1 37.‘&395.5# Inflance u.::f the Efficacy of Tar-waler _5;
in the Cure of the King’s Ewvil, is as follows.

Michael Carney of Proteffant Row in Cavan-fireet,
about fixteen Years old, was troubled with the
King’s Evil fix Years, having running Sores in hisi
Mercer’s Hofpital a Year without Benefit, and had
almoft loft one of his Eyes by the Evil; the Author
being informed that this Boy was in Danger of
having his Eye rotted out of his Head by the Evil,
dire@ted the Wrift Plaifter to be applied to him,
which was attended with fuch Succefs, that in a

Fortnight’s Time, in the latcer End of the Year

1743, the Evil was quite driven from his Eye; but
the Boy continuing full of running Sores, and great
Pain in one of his Arms, of which he had little
Ufe, in April 1744, 1gave him Tar-water to drink,
a Pint a Day; ina lictle Time he difcharged two

Splinters of Bone, black and carious, from his Arm,

whereby he had immediate Eafe there, and conti-
nuing to drink Tar-water, and wathing his Sores
with it alfo, in two Months Time all his Sores
healed up, his Appetite and Strength returned, and
he was perfectly recovered, and continues very welly
and now lives with Mr. Barry Colles, Attorney, at
Stepben’s Green.  Thefe Inftances, and many more
come to my Knowledge, convince me, that the
King’s Evil, hitherto reckoned incurable, may, in a
fhort Time, by the Method before mentioned, ba

perfectly cured.

The |
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e Rev. Dean Madden, of Molefworth-ftreet,
Dublin, was pleafed to give me, in July 1745,
the following Inftances of Cures by Tar-waler,
awhich came to bis Knowledge.

138. The Rev. Mr. George Philips, of Anne-
fireet, Dublin, was feized laft Summer with a vio-
lent Pleuritick Stitch: He was then in the Coun-
 try, three Miles from Dublin. He fent for a Sur-
_geon to bleed him; as he was long a coming, his
Pain increafed. Hedrank freely of Tar-water warm,
and in a few Hours his Pain fo far abated and the
Height of his Pulfe leflened, that when the- Sur-
- geon came, it was refolved not to bleed him. He
continued to drink Tar-water ; the Diforder abated,
- and in a few Days went entirely off, |
" 139. Fobn Waller, of the Parifh of St. Aune,
. Dublin, aged fixty feven Years, had in Spring 1745,
. aviolent Cough, and a general Failure of Nature.
' He was reduce fo low, that all who faw him gave
him over. He was perfuaded to drink Tar-water
in his extream low Condition, and in five Weeks,
he was able to go about his Bufinefs, and continues
hearty and well.

140. Mrs, Stear of Ginnets in the County of
Meath near Trim, had the worft Symptoms of the
moft violent Scurvy, her Hands and Arms black in
fome Parts, fo that a Mortification was fometime
apprehended. She drank Tar-water for feveral
Months ; it ftruck the moft virulent Humour out
on her Face and Arms, fo that no one could know
her: She was not difcouraged, but continued to
drink Tar-water, and in a few Months her Skin
was intirely clean. Before the drank Tar-water, fhe
- was often fick and low fpirited ; while fhe drank it,
fhe was hearty and well every way, and has conti-
nued well many Months,

141, Mrs,
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141. Mrs. Woodrof, who lives near Cork, was
troubled with a Rheumatifin in her Head, ‘Droply
in her Legs, and an Afthma, from which fhe was
relieved in two Months Time by drinking Tar-
water. Her Son Mr. #odrof, a Clergyman who gave
this Account, fays, that above two Yearsare pafied
fince the was relieved. 1
" 142. The Reverend Mr. Thomas Goodwin, q‘f
Dawfon-freet, Dublin, was relieved of a Megrim
and a Sleepinefs by the Ufe of Tar-water, and con=
tinues well, Fune 29, 1745. i
" '143. Mr. Palma the Mufician, was troubled
with a Rheumatifm, his Limbs fo fwollen, that he
could not walk, but was cured in a Month’s Time
by drinking Tar-water, and continues well, ~ ~ 3
144. The Reverend Mr. Edmond White of the
County of #exford, was in like manner relieved of -
violent Pains in his Limbs, and a Colic of a long
ftanding, PR
" 145. Mr. Jones of Grafion-fireet, between fixty
and feventy Years old, had for feveral Yearsaviu-.
lent Afthma, attended with a great Cough and fre-
quent fpitting of Blood and Corruption in grea€
Quantities, finds himfelf greatly relieved in every
Refpect, by the Ufe of Tar.water; and he neither
fpit Corruption, nor Blood laft Winter. 4
146. Mr. Wollaston of Trim, Clerk to Mr. Jufs
tice 20rk, was afthmatic for a long Time, and
not able to live in Dublin, was relieved by Tar-
water in fix Weeks Time, and is an altered Man,
and continues well, Fume 20, 1745. Thus far
Dean Madden. . e o "
147. Mrs. Ann Fitzgerald, Wife of Mr. Will,
Fitzgerald of Ballyrone n the Queen’s County, was
for feven Years afflited with violent Hyftericksy
Pain and Wind in her Bowels, which threw her fres
quently into fuch Diftractions as deprived her of the
Ufe of her Underftanding, fo that fhe was ucterly .
PNCa=
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uncapable of minding the Affairs of her Family, and
a Servant. was conftantly employed to take care
of her, and fometimes to prevent her laying violent

Hands on herfelf. Many Phyficians in Dublin and

- the Country, had her under their Care, and pre-

fcribed many Medicines, which had no Effeét; at
laft fhe was prevailed upon to drink Tar-water,
and in a few Days, found fome Benefit, and by
continuing to drink it for a confiderable Time, fhe
is now perfectly recovered, and free from all her
Ailments ; and the only Inconvenience fhe had from
Tar-water is, that as it gave her a good Appetite,

fhe is grown much fatter and more corpulent than
fhe was before, ordefires, and fhe flill continuesto
drink the Water in fmall Quantities by way of
Prevention. This Account I had from herfflf and
her Husband.

148. The faid Mrs. Fitzgerald alfo informed me,
that fome Years ago, one of her Sons was griev-
oufly troubled with a running Sore in one of his
Arms, that the Humour which iffued out was fo

corrofive, that it eat into the Fleth, and fpread all
over his Arm, notwithftanding all the Pains taken,
and Plaifters applied to ftop the Progrefs of it,
whether it was a Tectar or Cancer, or winl: elfe the

~could not tells fhe then recolleéted what the had

formerly been told, that a Plaifter of Tar had been
ufed with Succefs on fuch Occafions; accordingly,

The put fome Tar into a Pot over the Fire, and
added fome Mutton Suet to it, and having gently

boiled’ and mixed them well together, fhe made
a Plaifter and fpread it thin on Linen, and applied
it to the running Sore as hot as the Child could

| "bear; the Effe@ was, that in ten Day’s Time, all

the Sores were healed up, and the Arm entirely
cured, and continued fo ever after,
G 149. A
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149. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Robert Brere-
ton, of Burton in the County of Cork, dated No-
vember 9, 1745.

I here fend you an Account of the Benefit receiv-
ed by me from drinking Tar-water,

I had been greatly afflicted with a Jaundice for
two or three Years, which returned on me feveral
T'imes in that Period, and was always attended with
exceeding lownefs and dejeétion of Spirits, I was
advifed by my Phyficians to enter on a Courfe of
Steel Preparations ; but unwilling to undergo a te-
dious Courfe of Phyfick, I had Recourfe to Tar-
water, from which in five or fix Weeks I found
great Relief, and at length a perfe¢t State of Health,
and good Spirits, which I now enjoy.
~ 150. I am farther to inform you that Mr. Ralph
Crofts of Lifcarrol in the County of Cork, my
Neighbour, above feventy Years old, was greatly
emaciated, and worn out with lownefs of Spiritsand
want of Appetite, and, did not expect to live out
the Winter 1744. He was advifed to drink Tar-
water, from which in lefs than a Month, he was
much better, and in two or three Months perfeétly
recovered to as good a State of Health and Spirits
as he had in any Part of his Life.

I am, Sir, your moft humble Servant,
Robert Brereton.

151. Mr. Jocelyne Davijon, of the Town of Car-
Jow, came to me on the 19th of November 1745,
and gave me the following Acccunt of his Diforder
and Relief, which I took down in writing from his
own Mouth, and is as follows ,

In Winter 1744, he got a great Cold, which
caufed a violent Cough, and an Inflammation in his
Lungs, attended with very great Spitting and Dif-

1 | charges¢
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charges; he continued in this miferable State for
near four Months, without receiving any Benefit by
the Medicines he took, fo that it was thought he
could not lives his Father advifed him to drink
Tar-water, which he neglected to do for fome
Time, but finding his Diforder increafe, he took to
Tar-water, and drank about half a Pint warmevery
Day in the Morning as {foon as he got up, and in
fix Days Time, he found himfelf much eafier; he
then obferved, that the Tar-water had thrown out
a great Rafh, like an Itch or Scurf on the Surface
of his Body, which alarmed him at firft, and in-
clined him to lay afide the Water, but finding him-
felf ftill becter, and that the Venom of the Diftemper
was caft off that Way, he continued the Ule of it,
and in fix Weelss perfeétly recovered from all his
Ailments, and now continues very well,
- 152. He alfo informed me, that Mr. David
Simms the Prefbyterian Minifter at Carlow, was long
troubled with an Afthma and Difficulty of breath-
g and fpeaking, fo that it was thought by all who
faw him that he could not live long; but by drink-
ing Tar-water a confiderable Time, he is quite re-
covered from all thofe Diforders, and as well as can
be expected of one of his Age.
The Reverend Doétor Bacon of Lemavaddy in the
County of Derry, communicated to me in No-
vember 1745, the three following Cafes :

153.7ames Crowders,Poftillion to Colonel Forward
of the County of Donnegal, Member of Parliament,
was feized with a violent afthmatick Cough, fwelled
all over his Body, and no Appetite, fo that it was
thought it was impoflible he could live : He
drank Tar-water about a Month, Morning and
Evening, a large Glafs, which purged him violently,
and perfectly cured him: This happensd about a
G 2 Year
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Year and half ago, and he continues perfectly well
ever fince. This was confirmed to me by Mr. For-
ward himfelf,

-~ 154. Mrs. Ann G ¢, a Widow Lady of the
County of Derry, had been troubled with an afth-
matick Diforder for about feven Years; her Cafe
was, that fhe breathed freely in a {moaky or foggy
Air, but was ready to expire in thin fharp Air.
After trying many Medicines, and efpecially Goat-
whey in vain, fhe drank Tar-water, of which fhe
took only a Wine Glafs full at Night, when a-bed,
and in the Morning before the got up, (for it made
her very fick, when fhe took it in the Day, and
was obliged to go to Bed immediately.) The Effect
was, that fhe grew better upon her taking the Tar-
water, and wasquite cured upon drinking it three
Months; fhe has continued well ever fince, which
is fix Months, and has begun to drink a little lately,
by way of Precaution, _

155. The Reverend Mr. § ¢ of the Diocefe

of Derry, was troubled with anAfthma of the op<

pofite Kind, could not live in foggy Air, and was |
nbimed to remove from his own Houfe, which was |
ina lr}w Situation, toa Friend’s Houfe, fituated up-.-;{
on a Hill, where he found himfelf better ; atlength |
he drank Tar-water, which recovered him fo much |
that he returned to his Dwelling quite well, and has ¢
continued fo for a T'welve-month paft. ¢

&
%

156. Mr, Cunningbam, Collector of Portpatrickin
Scotland, arrived in Dublin in Fune 1744, and then
declared to me and {everal others his Cafe and Re=
lief, which I had from his own Mouth, and is as
follows. He had been troubled with the Gout for
many Years, but the laft two Years he was fo mi=
ferably afflicted with it, that he was confined to his
Bed and Chamber for many Months, not being
able to go abroad or walk at home, having fucha

Stlﬂ:ﬂﬂﬁ i
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Stiffnefs- in his Knees after the Fits were over, that
he had not the Ufe of his Limbs 3 but in May 1743,
he was advifed by Mr. Mﬂkﬁﬂﬂy a Surgeon, to
‘drink Tar-water,which he did for four or fiveMonths,
the firlt Effect was, that in a lictle Time he was
freed from a Difficulty of breathing he laboured
under, and finding his Limbs grew eafier and
{tronger by Degrees, he drank the Wager till Win-
ter following, by means whereof he recovered the
Strength of his Limbs {fo much, that in cthe Spring
fﬂllnwmg he had the full Ufe of them. Whereas
for feveral Yearsbefore, he neverfailed to have a Fit
in the Beginning of Winter, and another inSpring 3
fince that Time he has had no Symptom of the
Gout; and he told me that he could then mount the
higheft Horfe in Ireland with Eafe, and could
walk as well as ever he did, and was refolved to
drink Tar-water three Months in every Year of his
Life.

157. Mr. Fobn Milton, Confectioner in Caple-
Jtreet, Dublin, gave me in November 1745, the fol-
lowing Account of the Benefic he received by Tar-
water. He was afficted with the Gout ever fince
he was fixteen Years old, frequently attended with
very violent Pains, fometimes he was laid up three
or four times in a Year, and laft Spring was laid
up for eight Weeks; and it left fuch a Weaknefs
after it, that he was hardly able to crawl fora ]Dnn
Time, till he had recourfe to Tar-water, to wh ich
he was advifed by one who received B:nefit by it.
. He began to drink it in July 1745, and continu-
ed the Ule of it to the middle of November follow-
 ing, taking a Pint each Day, half a Pint in the
Morning, and the fame at Night ; which has fully
reftored him to the Ufe and Strength of his Limbs,
and removed all his other Complaints: He has got
a good Appetite and Digeftion, which he had
not for many Years before, “and tho® he ufed to be

G 3 faid
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laid up at this Seafon of the Year, yet he has not
the Jeaft Symprom of the Gout, and 1s as ftrong,
and can walk as well as ever he did. He had alfo
great Pains and Swellings in his Bowels, and Hard-
nels in his Belly, which were quite carried off in 3
Week or ten Days Time by drinking Tar-water
only.

1Y58. Mr. Cavanaugh, Hatter, at the Raven in |
Skinner-row, Dublin, was long afflicted with Rheu- |
matick Pain, great Swellings and Stiffnefs in his |
Loyns, Thighs and Knees, infomuch that he could |
not walk abroad, or ftir at home without Difficulty
and Pain; to remove which Ailments, he tryed |
every Thing that was prefcribed by Phyficians and
Surgeons, but to no Effect. In the Summer 1744,
when Tar-water began to be in Vogue, he drank
near a Pint a Day for fix Week, without any fen-
fible Benefit as to the Weaknefs and Pains in his
L.imbs, but got much better Appetite and Spirits.
However he ftill perfifted in drinking the Water,
and in three Months Time he found his Swellings
abate, his Limbs grew ftronger every Day, and in
a few Months after all the Swellings, Sciffnefs,
Hardnefs and Pains in his Limbs went off, and he
recovered the Ufe of them; and continuing flill to
drink Tar-water, he can walk without Difficulty or
Pain, and isin great Spirits, This Account I had
from himfelf in 7uly 1745, and now in December
1745, he continues perfeétly well.

159. Mrs, Duggan, Midwife, living at the Cra-
dle in Great-Britain-fireet, Dublin, gave me the
following Account of her Cafe, Thatthe had been
long troubled with a violent inveterate Scurvy, at-
tended with a great Oppreflion in her Cheft and
Heart, and Difficulty of breathing, that the had
loft all Appetite, and was in a miferable Way, that
fhe took many Things for her Relief to no manner
of Advantage, thatat laft the had Recourfe to Tar-

water,
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water, which he took at the Rate of half a Pint a
Day every Morning, and before the drank three
Gallons, all the fcorbutic Heat and grofs Humours
were driven out on the Surface of her Body, and
continuing ftill to drink it, all the aforefaid Symp-
toms went off, fhe breaths freely without the leaft
Oppreffion, recovered her Appetite, and fhe never
knew herfelfin better Health or Spirits, and refolves
never to be without Tar-water, finding it always
relieves her when fhe catches Cold, or i1s out of
Order. |

160. A Letter from Mr. James Hanning, of
Cloyne in the County of Cork, to Thomas Prior,
£/g3 .

My Daughter, Mary Hanning, about cleven
Years old, was laft May taken ill of a Fever, after
which, fhe came by Degrees to be entirely deprived
of the Ufe of her Tongue and Limbs, being una-
ble to fpeak, ftand, or put her Hand to her Mouth,
and all her Joints fhaking with the Palfy. She
took Medicines prefcribed by a Phyfician, and was
often exercifed in open Air, while the Weatler
permitted, but all to no Purpofe. Whereupon we
put her into a Courfe of Tar-water about the be-
ginning of November laft, and fhe has ever fince
drank a Quart a Day, which in five Weeks has fo
far recovered her, that fhe can {peak and read plain,
feed herfelf, ftand and walk without Help, and
even go up and down Stairs, to the Amazement
of all thofe, who had feen her lately carried about
dumb and helplefs like an Infant. She has taken
no other Medicine fince fhe began to drink Tar-
water, nor had fhe the Benefit of Air and Exercife
from that Time, the Weather not permitting.
One of her Arms continues fomewhat weak, and
fhe hasa Weaknefs too in one of her Legs, but as
fhedaily grows better, I hope Tar-water, with Gon’s

G 4 Blefling
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Biﬁﬂing, will perfeft her Cure. Décember 19, 1745, |
Fames Hﬂnmng

161, A Leugr from a Gentleman of Charater and
Credil, giving a particular Detail o Jf an extraordi-
Hary Fever cured by Tar-water, dated December
20, 1745, :
A Youth about fifteen Years of Age, being |

frized with a Fever in April 1745, an old Erench |

Woman of the Family, who was appointed to at-

tend him, with Dire€tionsto give him Tar-water (the

only Medicine prefcribed) about a Pint every Hour,
gave him a much fmaller Quantity, and indulging -

his Appetite, fed him fecrecly, five Days together, *

with Roaft-Beef, feafoned Pye, Cheefe, Ale, and |

fuch like Diet inftead of Water-gruel, which alone =
had been ordered. ;
162. This unnatural Diet terribly inflamed his &

Fever, and produced fuch an intire Proftration of ©

Ap})r:tite, that for thirteen Days together, he tock ¥

no Nourifhment of any Kind but Tar-water, &
whereof he drank about a Gallon every Day, which &

made him fleep at Night and kept up his Spirits by =

Day in a furprizing Manner. Having {o long falt- =

ed, he at length took a little Naples- TBifcuit, with

two or three Spoonfuls of Sack and Water, which:

increafed his Fever and difordered his Head, but b

he was foon quieted by Tar-water. While he re- 7

gularly took this wholefome Draught he flept found =

cvery Night. But one Day being difgufted at the #

Tar-water, it was judged proper to Ch'ﬂ‘lﬂ't‘: it for

Sage and Baulm Tf:a which he drank plemiful])'_,-

tnourrh not with equal Succefs. For his Spirits®

funl{, he loft his Colour and Look, he pafféd thﬁﬁ.

Night reftlefs and anxious: All which Symptumszf

were removed next Day by Tar-water. &
163, After this, his qulﬁ‘l'!.'ll)-.,l took feveral ftrangg?

and violent Turns, being fometimes attended Wi;ﬁ;f'i
the

el
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| the worft Symptoms. He wasat Times fpeechlefs

. convulfed, dilirious, and his Blifters would not rife,
In the Dilirium Tar-water could not be given; he
was then bliftered, and the Blifters not rifing, he
was brought with fome Difficulty to drink his Tar-
water again, which had a [peedy good Effect, when
nothing elfe gave him Relief. And in general, it
was obferved, that upon neglecting to give him Tar-
water, the feverith Symptoms ot Heat, Anxiety and
difficult Refpiration became very troublefome, be-
ing conftantly heightened by omitting, and as con-
ftantly allayed by returning to drink it

164. It were tedious to relate all che furprizing
Changes in the Courfe of this Illnefs, which lafted
ten Weeks, Probably fuch a Cafe was never known
before, as it is probable, that no Fever ever hap-
pened to be inflamed and heightened by the fame
Caufe. For I believe no Patient was ever known
to have been dieted in the firft Days of a Fever on
fuch extraordinary Food, which Nature isaccuftom-
ed to loath at thofe Seafons. But Tar-water gives
an Appetite even in Fevers, '

165, Tar-water, during its long and obftinate
Confli¢t with the Venom of the Difeafe, operated in
divers Manners, asa cardiac, diaphoretic, fudorific,
emetic, carminativeand paregoric, feeming to adapt
itfelf to the feveral Symptoms and Srages of his
Malady, and for the moft Part gave hima great Flow
of Spirits, a florid lively ILook, a clean well-coloured
Tongue, with fuch Vigour in his Voice and Eyes, as
aftonithed all who faw him, and knew how long he
had been ill, and how little Nourithment he had
taken. It is to be obferved, that on fome Days he
drank greedily, even fo far asten or twelve Quarts
of Tar-water, calling for it with great Impatience,
even though it wrought him as an Emetic 3 whereas
bothbeforeand after his Ilnefs, he thewed the greateft
diflike and loathing of it.

4 166, In
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166. In thelaft Stage of the Fever, his Face and
Body fwelled, and a general Eruption appeared all
over both, fomewhat like an Erifipelas or cohzring
Small-pox, which lafted a Week. For two or three
Daysof this Period he drank fparingly of Tar-water,
perhaps not more than a Quart a Day ; but during
all that Time he conftantly, by his own Choice,
held his Mouth to the Spout of a Tea-pot, half
filled with hotTar-water, fucking theVapour, which,
he faid, he found very chearing and comfortable,

164. At the Clofeof thistenth Week, he fell into
a moft copious Sweat and the next Day his Puftules
were quite gone, and his Fever left him, not{piritlefs,
puny and pale, but as lively and hail, in appearance,
as ever he had been known, though after an Illnefs,
that for Length of Time, and Variety of defperate
Symptoms, furpaffed any I remember to have heard
of, ormet with in the Hiftory of Fevers, |

168 . But he did not continue in this healthy
State; for the very fame Day, he exprefled fuch an
earneft longing Defire to change his Bed and fhift
his Linnen, that it was thought proper to indulge
him, and although this Step was made with the ut-
moft Caution, yet it gave hima frefh Cold, which
feized upon his Head, and produced a new Fever
with a Raving or Frenzy, that continued many
Weeks, in all which time, he could not be prevailed
on to take one Glafs of Tar-water. But at length
by a proper Ufe of Affes-milk, and Ground-ivy,
with a careful Regimen, he was recovered fo far, as
that he might be perfuaded to drink daily four
Glaffes of Tar-water, which, with Gop’s Blefling,
reftored his Strength and completed his Recovery,

I have here given the general Sum and Subftance
rather thana regular and complete Diary, containing
all the particular Circumfitancesof this extraordinary
Cafe, which it had been impoffible torecollet at the

‘Diftance of fo many Months.
169, An
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169. An Extraél of a Letter from the Honourable
Colonel John Cuftis, ¢f Williamfburgh in Virgi-
nia, and one of the Council of ithat Province,
Dated from Williamfburgh, July 10, 1745.

Mr. Cujtis writes, that he unfortunately gota great
Cold, which threw him into the Chin or Hooping
Cough, which caufed cruel Fevers; that when the
Cough was gone, he was troubled with a prodigious
‘Spitting ; that he took great Dofesof Elixir Vitriol
to allay his intenfe Thirft in his burning Fever,
which fo relaxed his falival Glands, that he feared
they would never come to theirdue Tone again, nor
perform their proper Offices; they are the Sluices
that caft off the vitiated Lympha : That he had ftu-
died and read Phyfic more than forty Years; that he
had the Opinion of Doétor Brown, of Maryland,
deemed the greateft Phyfician in America, that the
Seat of thisDiftemper lay in hisfalivary Glands, and
that it was dangerous to ftop the Spitting, which he
well knew by woful Experience, having ftopt it by
taking an Ounce of Diacodium going to Bed, which
flung him into Fevers, Faintings, and many other
Diforders, fo that he was obliged to procure the Spit-
ting again ; he was once fo reduced, that he could
not get up when down, nor was able to put on his
Cloaths, and had no Appetite to any Sort of Food.
But, to ufe his own Words, he writes, that reading
one Day in the Magazine, 1 found the Virtues of
Tar-water, which I verily believe faved my Life; I
had not taken it a Week, beforeI began to have an
Appetite to Victuals, and continued taking it three
Months, Night and Morning, which miraculoufly
reftored me, fo that I can now eat heartily any
Thing my Palate hasa Mind to, tho’ I cannot tafte
any Thing, butr what is falt, fweet or four, and I
blefs Gop, I am much mended. But my Spitting
continues with a great Difcharge, buteating fupports

that
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that Difcharge, and I refolve to take nothing that
may lefled my Stomach, the Saliva not performing
its due Office, keeps my Palate and Throat always
hot and dry, tho’ I have not any Fever, which the
Doctors tell me I muft bear ; but I hope Time and
Tar-water will entirely free me from that Unea-
finefs. ; _ _

This Letter was fent from Virginia, to Mr, Peter
Collinfon of Grace-church-fireet, London, who was
pleafed to tran{mit the fame hither, giving this Rea-
fon for doing fo, That he was perfuaded, that the
reading fome Parts of this Letter would not be dif-
agreeable to the good Bithop to find that his laud-
able Endeavours to benefit Mankind, are attended
with fuch great Succefs, and perhaps not more re-
markably fo, than in the uncommon Cafe of the
faid Colonel Cuftis. |

170. The Reverend Mr. Sion Hill, Chaplain to |
the Work-houfe in Dublin, having had great Op-
portunities of trying and knowing the Effeéts of |
Tar-water, both in the faid Houfe, and all over the |
City, where he had difperfed above a thoufand Gal-
lons of the Water to thofe who had occalion to call
upon him for it, and having fet down in writing the
Particulars thereof, as the Fadéts came to his Know-
ledge he has been pleafed to communicate the fame
to me in the following Narrative, entitled,

A fhort Account of fome remarkable Cafes, with their
Succefs, by Gop’s Blefling, on Tar-water.

171. In April 15744, after reading the Treatife on
Tar-water, Curiofity as well as Humanity, prompted
me to make tryal of the Effeéts of the Water, and if
I thould find it anfwer the Charalter given of it 1n
Siris, to make ufe of it on feveral Occalions that
offcred ; having it greatly in my Power, as Chaplain
to the Work-houfe, to make Experiments on a great
many Subjeéts, who, fince 1 came there, were long

: troubled
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' troubled with cutaneous, fcrophulous, and chronical

| Diforders.
- 172. For this End, I picked out of the many in
' the Work-houfe, four of the moit affliéted, to whom,
for four Days, [ adminiftred Tar-water: And indeed
the Succefs fo furprized me, that being at that Time,
feverely attacked with an Hoarfenefs, and fore
Throat, I ventured to take italfo; and with{ome
Pain (my Throat being inflamed) I got downabout
the Quantity of a Naggin; after which, 1 felt no
Pain in that Part, but could fwallow without the
leaft Difficulty. From this welcome and aftonithing
Experiment, I naturally conceived future joyful
Hopes of this powerful Medicine ; accordingly, I
took it for three Days after, twice each Day with
Pleafure; which fo wrought me the third Day, I
was not able to fit, by Reafon of the Acrimony of
the Difcharge. Notwithftanding, I ftuck to my
Medicine, and the fourth Day, I perceived myfelf
much better without any Manner of Complaint;
and, I thank Gop, have continued fo ever finces
whereas, before I took Tar-water, I was {ubjeét toa
Head-ach, Cramps, Pains in feveral Parts, more
efpecially in the Kidneys, very acute from any Wheel-
carriage ; I was tormented alfo with an Heart-burn-
ing, all which Diforders, 1 now afiure you are per-
fetly vanifhed, and I am reftored, blefled be Gonp,
as it were, toa new Life, having a keen Appetite,
good Digeftion, Spirits fufficient to bear me threugh
all Fartigues, with found and eafy Sleep, tho’now on
the Borders of Sixty. -
173. Thegreat Benefit I received from Tar- water,
induced me for the general Good, to make it for
other poor People; who had it fince laft April
1744, and fhall always have it Gratis, while I make
it, to whom [ have diftributed, with others,above a
thoufand Gallons, without any Complaint yer, but
with great Acknowledgments, as by theSequel will
fdi] pfﬁl‘.
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appear. Having difpatched my own Cafe, I beg

Leave to lay before you thofe others, with their Suc-
cefs, which I durft not do till Offsber was paft, be-
caufe fome predicted frightful Confequences at that
Time to all fuch, who ventured on this Medicine,
But now May 1745 being paft, and ftill no bad
Symptoms appearing on thofe Adventures, 1 look
now on this Prediction as a Brutum Fulmen.

174. 1 have now been eight Years Chaplain to
the City Work-houfe, in all which Time the Chil-
dren of that Houfe, have been forely afflicted with
an inflammatory Itch, or Scurvy, of which we could
never get them entirely cured. This I have often
complained of to the proper Officer, who once
affured me, all the Druggs in the A pothecary’s Shop
would not cure them; nay more, that it was not in
his Power to cleanfe them, whilft the Children were
continued on an Oat-meal Diet: On this frank and
helplefs Confeflion, I imagined I might, without
Offence, try Tar-water on thofe poor Incurables, as
well for their Relief, as the Good of others; ac-
cordingly, I did fo, and really I obferved the joyful
Succefs exceeded my Expeétations: Forabove a hun-
dred Children varioufly affected, were for the mot
Part comfortably relieved in one Month’s Time, at
my own Expence; each Day adminiftering eight
Gallons, often with my own Hands, with three
Pounds of Liquorice-ball, cutinto little Bits given
to the Children, to render the Water agreeable.

175. At this Time, there was a Girl about nine
Years old in the Work-houfe, by Name, Mary Mac
Culla, confined to her Bed for fome Time, with a
moft violent Scurvy; fhehad little or no Appetite,
full of Pain, becaule flay’d in feveral Parts by re-
peated Rubbings of Brimftone; atlaft the Girl fell
into 2 moft languithing Way, taking neither fufi-
cient Food, nor Reft to fupport Nature, every Day

declining, fo look’d on by all who came to fee her, -
as
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‘as paft all Hope. Neverthelefs, by taking Tar-
water a Week, the Girl recovered wonderfully 5 and
by continuing the Ufe of the Water her Sores foon
' dried and fcaled off, and fhe looked as one out of the
| Small-pox, but her Appetite returning, the revived
immediately, and is at this Day, Maythe 6th, 1745,
one of the ftrongeft Children in our Houfe, reads
' well, and is worth all my Expence and Trouble.
176. The next Subject was fobn Hall, about nine
| Years old, who in April 1744, could neither fleep,
' nor eat what was {ufficient to keep the Child alive,
' as his Mother informed me, ftill moaning, and com-
' plaining of his Belly, which was greatly {welled, and
' in all human Probability, would foon have died, had
' the Child not been relieved feafonably by Tar-
- water, which caufed the Child to void a large Quan-
tity of Worms, fince which Difcharge, is well, and
I hear of no Complaints as formerly: This Child’s
Mother, Mary Hall, then a Nurfe in the Work-
houfe, being called on by the Governors for her fo-
lemn Teftimony in this Matter, {wore, that her
Son, foon after taking Tar-water, voided a Chamber-
pot full of Worms, fome of which, the obferved to
be alive ; and further fwore, that fhe herfelf was
relieved from a violent Pain in her Side and Stomach,
by a wonderful Difcharge both Ways, caufed by two
Quartsof Tar-water taken in four Days, and from no
Appetite before, fhe then, May the 10th, 1744, en-
joyed a very good one. ,
177. The next was Fames Ellis, now in the Work-
houfe, a Lad of above thirteen Years oid, whofe
Hands for a long T'ime were in 2 manner ufelefs by
a running Evil, but are now perfectly cured by this
Medicine, Nay, there is another Boy in the fame
Houfe, by Name, Gerge Dorton, whofe Glands
beneath the Chin, were greatly {fwelled and inflamed,
ever oozing forth putrid Matter, moving a Naufea
in all Beholders. This Boy took Tar-water one
NMonth
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Month only, which greatly dried up his Sorts, and’
is now very well,
178 A fimilar Cafe like thisis that of 2 yqun
Woman, named Mary- Ann Emply, in the Parifh of
Glandorkin, about four Miles from Dublin, who was
of late frightfully affli¢ted with an Evil in many
Parts, efptmail}v her Face ; the was fome Time ag >
recommended o me by her Parith Minifter, and is
greatly relieved, of which Iam an Eye-witnefs: He :
Mother gave me the following Account of her Cure:
‘That by drinking Tar-water, her Daughter’s Ulcers®
.dried up, which fo affected her Face and Jaws, tha |
fhe could peither eat nor fwallow, but the Ulcersin
the Girl’s Face burft as fhe flept, making a large
Difcharge. The Mother overjoyed at her Daugh-
ter’s unc}:p»&ed Relief, was curious to examine the
Filth which lately tormented her Daughter, and fhe”
affured me, fhe found in the Filth that was diff
charged, a flat Bune about an Inch long, not quite:
fo broad, both black and jagged: This I fuppofe
flopt the Vent of the Ulcers in the Face, becaufe,
when removed, the Difcharges for fome Time were
very large, after which the Maid grew well, and is
very little disfigured, and by continuing to drink
Tar-water, the Girl is now, in December 1745 Per=
fectly cured of the Ewvil, .
179. Another Cure like this was performed ona
Lad, Son toa Servant of Alderman Kane,- This Lad
received a Contufion in one of his Hands ; the Cure
not perfected, the Sore broke out again on the Back
of the fame Hand ; moreover, anether Ulcer broke
out at the fame Time in the Lad’s Hecl, both Ulcers
fubmitted to this Medicine, tho® for a long Time
obftinate, and before the Lad tock Tar-war.e ’
thought incurable. '. |
180. Ann Maddin, Sifter to Woman who nurfes

for Mr. Putland, had a very fore Hand fo fwelled

and inflamed, that the Surgeons believed it nwrnﬁtczl
and

L |
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and fo doomed it to be cut off 5 yer the Doctor that
attended, as I am informed, advifed, before taking
this laft Extremity, to try Tar-water, which (he did;
and when I viewed the young Woman’s Hand fome
Time ago, it looked kindly from a {hapelels biaciz
Lump; and I am informed by.a Relation of the
young Woman, that fhe is in a manner well, having
no Pain in that Part, and can ufe it Like the ocher
Hand.

181. Peter Evard, Stocking-weaver, to be heard
of at the Ship, in O/d Corn-gnarket, was fo ulcerated
all over his Body, and in many Parts eat away with
the Scurvy, that he could notwork: Tho’ all Me-
thods were ufed by the Infirmary feveral Months,
but in vain; fo reckoned amongft the Incarables;
on this he took this Medicine, and immediately re-
covered, now follows his Trade, and comfortably pro-
vides for himfelf and others, Flis Mother, an aged
Woman, long affli¢ted with an Afthma, took with
her Son part of his Medicine, which relieved her of
her Afthma, though an old Diforder.

182. A Gentlernan bred an Apothecary, (and
therefore will not mention his Name) came one
Evening into our Hall in a very melancholy Way
with an inflamed fore Throat; he fuid he could not
{wallow his Spittle, and that he hada great Lump
in his Throat, which he muft get launched imme-
diately, or it would choak hims with much a-do, I
prevailed on the young Man to takea little Tar-wa-
ter, which relieved him immediately, and he feltno
more of his frightful Lump, but continues both eafy
and well. From this, and many other Inftances, I
find nothing ever relieved a fore Throat {o foon and
fo effectually as this Medicine.

183, Mrs. Catharine Williams, who f{ells FEarth-
en-ware near the End of Dirty lane, Thomas-firect,
had one of her Liegs fo long ulcerated, that it was
doomed to be cut off, after great Expence and meft

H acute
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acute Pain; yet that very Leg was reftored to Eaﬁ: s
and perfect Soundnefs by this powerful Medicine

in a thort Time without any external Application.

184. Mary Philips, now in the Work-houfe,

for a long Tlme had loft in a manner, the Ufe of
a Leg, with aconftant Numbnefs or Tingling, as
if it were afleeps fhe could not walk on it but with

Difficulty, buatif the ftirred quick ever fo little, fhe

then felt molt acute Pain, and in frofty Weather,

would often be forced to fit up in Bed many an

Hour by Night, moaning and rubbmg it; but by
Tar-water that Numbnefsis entirely gone, and tho”
the walks ever fo quick or long, fhe feels no man-

ner of Pain inthat Part, the fure Confequence (be- !

fm'e Tar water) of fuch Motion.

185. A Son of Mr. B——y, Iron-monger, in
Thomas-fireet, was infected with a dry Scurt in the
Scarf-fkin, for fome time, much like a Leprofy;
no Expence, no Advice, was either with-held or
wanting, yet the Youth found no Relief: On this
the tender Mother afked the Deoctor, if the might
venture to give the Child Tar-water, fo much in
vogue about that Time; ¢¢ Ay, ay,” fays the Doc-
tor, * if you have a mind to kill your Son.”” To
demonftrate which, he gave this Reafon, ¢ what
¢ Nature kindly throws out,” fays he, ¢ you will
«¢ certainly cork up by the fearing Quality of Tar-
¢ water, and fo your Son muft inevitably perifh.’*
Neverthelefs, Tar-water was venturedupon, with the
utmoft Dread ; but behold in a fhort Time the Lad
- became perfectly clean and healthy, and ftill conti-
nues fo. Of this Iam both an Eye and Ear-witnefs,
becaufe the Lady and the Lad paid me a Vifit, and
acknowledged thankfully this great Blefling, and re-
Luted the above Story.

186. Robert Scot, Tape-weaver, to be heard af 3

at Paul Fobuflon’s in Fames freet, was cured fud-
dently by this powerful Medicine, of an cld Ulcer
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in the Thigh, and relieved from a confumptive
Cough, which fo weakened the poor Man, thathe
was not able to work ;3 but now looks brifk, and
- gets his Bread comfortably ; and, to ufe his own
Words, he makes his Paws maintain his Jaws.

187. Mrs. Birmingbam, then living at Mrs,
Becks in Fames’s-fireet, labouring for many Years
under an acute Pain‘in her Side, fuppofed to bean
Impofthume, by this Medicine was fuddenly reliev-
ed by a Difcharge of an incredible Quantity of
Filth and Matter upwards; fince which Time, the
Woman, tho’ much in Years, enjoys the Cemforts
of Life, being now both vigorous and eafy. |

188. Elizabeth Woed, at Mr. Mac Guires, the
Corner of Meath-firect, was relieved by Tar-water
from an old Afthma and Dropfy, with both which
the poorWoman fecemed every Moment to be ready to
expire; both her Ailments are cured by this Water,
and fhe now thinks of living as long as any of her
Neighbours, being both hearty and ftrong,.

189. William Billing [ly, formerly of the Work-
houfe, now living on Crocked-faff, was troubled
with Swellings and violent Pains in both his Legs
and Feet, which fuffered him neither to work, nor
walk 3 but afrer taking this Medicine only one
Month,all his Diforders vanifthed, he grew fo itrong
and hearty that he wove in the Work-houle four
Yards of Check-linnen each Day ; I fpoke to him
February 7, 1744, at which time Time he was very
well.

190. Jobn Rofe, now in the Work-houfe, was'a
long Time bed-rid, with Cramps all over him,
from whence the Pain was fo acute and conftant,
that his piteous Moans both Night and Day, dif-
turbed all about him 3 butby taking Tar-water one
Month, his Diforder vanithed, as it were, without
the leaft Return fince May 1744, and now cnjoys
his Limbs, tho’ not able to ftir one Foot before,

H 2 191. R¢-
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191. Robert Turnbowl, a Boy of the fame Houfe,
was brought on a Boy’s Back, and laid down at my
Chamber-door, not being able to ftir one Step, yet

by uling this powerful Medicine one Month, reco-
vered his Legs, and now goes tolerably.

192. Jobnl¥arburghs, of the fame Family, was
Trightfully affli¢ted with an Inflammation in his
Head, his Eye-lids were fo {welled, that the Boy
was led to my Apartment, being as dark as ene
Stone-blind, and there {upplicated very folemnly and
tervently for Tar-water; he obtained his Requeft,
tho’ I was then doubtful of Succefs; yet on taking
this Medicine three Days, the Inflammation fo cool-
ed, that the Boy’s Eyes were perfeétly reftored 5 how-
ever, hisForehead, Chin, and the Back of his Head,
were covered with a large and ftrange Eryfipelas;
all which in three Days Time fcaled off, the whole
Inflammation cooled, and the Boy continues very
well; and free from that Diforder now upwards
of twelve Months.

193. Richard Keeves, of this Family, had twe
bleeding Ulcers in his Thigh, which did not per-
mit him to fleep, work, or walk, both which were
cured in a fhort Time by this Medicine without any
eutward Application.

194. There is a Gentlewoman on Arbour-bill,
who fuffered a great deal along Time by an Ulcer
in her Leg, and after many coftly Experiments, and
painful onestoo, was injoined Patience, as being in-
gurable. Then, as her laft Shift, fhe fell to Tar-
water, by which fhe is fo well recovered, that {he
is now able to go to Church, to return Thanks for
fo great a Blefling; nay, walks without Pain or
Difficulty any where, though before fhe coeuld not
ftir a Foot without both.

195. There is an Officer in the Barracks, who,
for a long Time felt, after walking a little Way, a
gricvous Pain in the Back-finews of his Legs, but
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on drinking Tar-water, all Complaints there are
perfectly vanithed, tho® he walks ever fo much and
faft, having made the Experiment; and this I had
from his own Mouth.

196. Matibew Lynch, an old Man, feventy Years
at leaft, now living at Mr. Floyd’s in Kilmainbam,
was latﬁly afthmatic to a great Degree, and fo af-
fli¢ted with the Piles, that he was always {cared to
Death whenever he had a Call that Way, the Pain
was {o great; but now by the powerful Help of this
Medicine, he can doevery natural Office with Eafe,
and is not only relieved from all his oid Diforders,
but feems to have regained new Life and Vigour.

197. The prefent Reader in Chriff Chureh, was
attacked w1th an Hoarfenefs a confiderable Time,
and affured me he was frightened at its Continuance,
but 1s now {o cleared up by Tar-water, that he is
able now to fing, O be joyful.

198. Mr, f}’ﬁbn Purcell, Son to the prefent Trea-
{urer of the Work-houfe, feemed for fome Time to
be ina declining Way, from a confumptive Cough
and frequent Sntches, but by raking this Reftora-
tive, he revives daily, and no Wt}nder, for from
Time to Time the Lad voided feveral large Worms,
aecidentally difcovered, and many prubably we
know nothing of,

199. _‘}‘sz?ze Hamilton, now in the Work-houle,
Dublin, being grievoufly afflicted with a feald Head, °
for which fhe was four Years-under Cure in Adercer’s
Hofpital, but without Efiect, was after admitted
into the Work-houfe, wherc for feveral Years all
Methods of Cure were purfued, but to as little Pur- .
pofe: On which Account, fhe was fent to me as an
obftinare Cafe, to try what Tar-water would do, [
accordingly taok ‘the Girl in Hand, and gave
her nothing but Tar-water, Morning and Evening
for a Mmth, then 1 hnd her He: 1d wafhed and
rubbed twice a Day with a Spunge dipp’d in warm

3 ltrong
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{trong Tar-water, made of a Quart of Tar, and
two Quarts of boiling Water, till all the Scurf
came off; by which Method, the Girl is now per-
feétly clean, healthy and ftrong, with a thick Head
of Huir, as if nothing had ever ailed her, to the
Admiration of all, who once knew her in a moft
milerable C-:mdil:n:sn

2¢0, One Mrs. Eager, nowlwmrrat Mullineback,
near New-row, ‘Irjwumﬂrﬁﬂ threw up from time
to time, {uch vaﬁ Quantities of Blood that fhe was

s pale asa Ghoit, and fo feeble that fhe could
fcarce ftand: But after taking Tar-water, the
blocdy Difcharge ceafed, and fhe improved
daily, till. now fhe is become a hearty ftrong
Woman.

201. Mr. William Dickifon, oppofite Fames’s
Church, was for fome Time very Deaf; he took
‘Tar-water, on which his Chin broke out, after
which he could hear as well as ever, and continues
to do fo, though upwards of two Years ago.

There are a great many more Cafes, very afto.
nifhing for their:Succefs, which I muft pafs by in
Silence, not being permitted for fome Reafms to
mention the Names of the Parties concerned ; yet
there is one fo remarkably true and aftonifhing,
that I cannot omic it, without Detriment to the
Publick: On which Account, I hope the Perfons
concerned will take no Offence, fince defigned only
tor the Benefit of others,

A moft remarkable Cafe.

202, The Third of Noevember laft, a Surgeon of
this City paid me a vifit, in order (as he fuid) to
thank me for a moft wonderful Cure performed by
my Tar-water: This made me curiousto know the
Cafe: He affured me, a Perfon in this Town had
laboured for fome Time under the foul Diforder,
which had {o iafe&ed the whole Mafs, that Part of |

the g
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the unhappy Creature’s Nofe was loft, before he
was called in; fo that the Infeétion by that Time
was {pread from Top to Toe; for in one of
the Calves of the poor Creature’s Leg, he could
thruft his Fift, and the whole Back was as bare as
a cafed Rabbet; as alfo the Head and Glands were
fo inflamed, he often fpent two Hours about this
one Subject; but, fays he, to fhorten my Story,
having fome Time tried in vain all Methods in
Practice for fuch a Diforder, I then gave my Patient
your Tar-water ; the fenfible and fudden Effeés of
which aftonithed me; all the Ulcers appearing
more cool and kindly ; I then began (continues he)
to conceive fome Hope of my Patient, though be-
fore in good Truth, I had noneatall. Afeer my
Patient had taken a Gallon of your Tar-wwmter, as
I came in one Morning, 1 found my Patient full
of Complaints, feemingly very fretful, and uneafy ;
on afking the Caufe, my Patient protefted wery
folemnly, never to touch one Drop more of Tar-
water, becaufe the laft Night’s’ Operation caufed
by Tar-water, wasfo violent and fearching; I{trove
to get the better of this rath Diflike, by fhewing
plainly the true Reafon and future Benefit of this
{trong Operation, but to no Puarpofe ; fo Tar-water
was omitted forcy-eight Hours, at the End of which
Time, all the Sores and Ulcers became once more
putrid, and inflamed very fenfibly, plainly demon-
ftrating an abfolute Neceflity of returning to our
old Medicine ; after fome Struggle with my Patient’s
obftinate Prejudice, we did fo, and now I am able
to affure you, Sir, fays the Surgeon, my Patient
is perfectly recovered, the Nofe excepted ; and this
whole Cure, ftrange asit is, was accomplithed by
your Tar-water, and no other Medicine, Now, Sir,
continues he, I muft confefs, that a Principle of
Graritude is not the only Mouve of this Vifit and
frank Confeffion, but alfo to intreat you, to inform

| E 4 them
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me of your Sort of Tar, and how you make.your
Water: Which1 imagine, fays he, will be of great
Service to the moft wretched of Mankind: Ac-
cordingly I informed him of the Sort of Norway
Tar I made ufe of, and how 1 prepared the
Water,

203. A Gentleman, now lodging on Arbour hill,
was fo afflicted with inward Pains, and emaciated
to fuch a Degree, that he was obliged to part with
an honourable and profitable Commiffion, when
commandzd lately abroad. 'When all other Medi-
cines and Advice failed, he drank for fome time
Tar-water of his own making, which ke aflured
me had almoft poifoned him, without any manner
of Bafe or Relief. On this Difappointment, by
Advice of a Friend, he fent to me for fome of my
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Tar-watr: On taking which, for fome time, his .

Pains immediately vanifhed, and never returned,
though upwards of four Months, he ftill continuing
the Ufe of the Water. Moreover the Night paffes
now infenfibly, whereas before he drank my Tar-
-water, he generally reckoned, by the Clock, every
Hour of the Night, from which comfortable Com-
pofure, his natural Appetite returned, and he is
now become an hail brifk ftrong Mabn,

204. Mrs. Dickfen, now living at Mrs. Ford’s at
Ifland-bridge, laboured a long time under a Com-
plication of Diforders, but more efpecially, a fre-
quent Colic, and inveterate Scurvy, which affected
her whaole Body, and her Face particularly, which
are now all cured by this Medicine only.

205. Mifs Martha Dowers, living oppofite to
the Cock and Bowl in Plunket-flreet, was long
afflicted with an inveterate Scurvy over her whole
Body, and for Years continued incurable, tho® all
Methods were tryed, that the young Woman could
either puschafe or think of; at laft the took Tar-

‘water, which elfectually cured her; of which Jam
( a8
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an Eye-witnefs, being with me at the Work-houfe
the 26th of November 1745, to acknowledge the
Blefling fhe received, and to return Thanks, not
having the leaft Speck or Spot, and looking healthy
-and well.

206. Mr. William Fofter, Brother to Mr. Fofler,
‘Brewer in Fames's-fireet, Dublin, came to Town
the Beginning of November 1745, forely afflicted
with a Swelling in both his Legs, together with a
fevere Cough, for which he took but one Gallon of
Tar-water, and this Day, Navember 26, 1 am af-
fured by his Nephew, that the Swelling is gone,
and alfo the Cough, and he who feemed to be in a
languifhing Condition when he came to Town late-
ly, revives daily, and feemsto be reftored to a new
State of Health.

207, Meflieurs MafJy and Boucber, of the County
of Limerick, from long Confinement, and other
Misfortunes, contracted fuch ill Habits of Body,
hat their Phyficians gave Teftimony that they could
not live, if confined in the Place where they were,
{o were brought into my Neighbourhood to preferve
heir Lives: by which happy Accident, hearing of
ar-water, they immediately fent for fome, which
ithey drank, and were reftored furprizingly in a
fhort time, after every other Method, prefcribed by
the beft Phyficians, had failed. The s5th of this
Unftant November 1745, 1 {poke to them both,
and they affured .me, that they have been well
ever fince they took Tar-water, now upwards of
1x Months.
¢ 208. A Gentlewoman of my Acquaintance, was
,ttatked September laft 1745, witha fevere Ague-fit,
iabout Three in the Morning, which thook her up-
“wards of two Hours, On this I gave her abouta
iNagein of Tar-water, which compofed her immedi-
ately, and fhe took a refrefhing Nap for fome time;
‘4t Ning the fame Morning preparing to rife, fhe
i ' could
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could not ftir her Left Leg, being very fliff and ﬁ:}rb’é
and greatly fwelled and inflamed. On this a Sur-
geon was called in, who affured it was a moit vio.
lent Diforder, nor could he forefee the Confequence

being thus alarmed, the kept her Bed for fom

time, and ftuped her Leg with Spirits of Wine, b

took no Medicine inwardly but Tar.water, by
which Means, fhe had no other Ague-fit, and her
Leg is now neither {welled nor inflamed, but in all
Appearance, and by its cafy natural Ufe, as well
and as found as the other.

209. A moft  vemarkable Cure of a G‘gmffm,_-m'
Daughter about nine Zears old, lately in the
Small-pox. p

Mifs Hannab Hartnell, now living at Mrs. Green’s
in Rainsford-firect, the 6th of November 1745, fell
ill of the Small-pox, her Parents having, from reads
ing Siris, a good Opinion of Tar-water, were wila
ling to make ufe of it; accordingly I ordered the
Quantity of a Naggin of Tar-water to be given
to the Child warm every fixth Hour; the Child
took it, and it fat eafly on her Stomach, till the
third Day, but then fhe threw it up in a fhorg
time after it was down with a Load of Filth and
Phlegm 3 by which Means all Oppreffion and Pain
in the Child’s Stomach ceafed, of which fhe cont
nually complained before, Moreover, on that Da
(viz. the third) fhe had a violent L.ax, which con
nued about twenty Hours, ftill fhe took her Tar
water as before, but obferving fhe threw up all c%*
moft of it, I then ordered a third of warm Water to|
be mixt with it, to make it weaker, which caufed it
to lit, for the never threw icup after, nay was not
much as fick, or made the leaft Complaint, untul!
Monday the 17th of November, being the 13¢h
Day 3 at which T'ime when I payed my Vifit in the:
Moining, 1icund the Child ina moft hopelefs Wa n;
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| the Difcharge at her Nofe and Eyes was ftopt,
' which before that time was very large (the Diforder
' on the Child’s Face being confluent, and never filled,
| the Pus difcharging itfelf that way) the Small-pox
' on her Hands appeared black or livids; the Child
' grew cold, with little or no Pulle, together with an
- hard Hoatrfenefs, and a continual Cough. Thofe
' deadly Symptoms and fudden Alteration aftonifh-
| ed me greatly, having left the Child the Evening
| before 1n a very promifing Way. I then ftriétly
| examined how this frightful Alteration happened,
| and found, that by Accident, Water was {pilt in the
' Child’s Bed, out of which the was taken, tho’ina
| cold frofty Day, and continued fo for fome confider-
| able Time, becaufe fthe was not put into Bed till all
the wet Thingswere dried and adjufted. From that
| Inftant, all our former Hopes of the Child’s Reco-
| very vanifhed, and as for my Part, Idid not ima-
| gine the could ftruggle twelve Hours, from the Ob-
ftructions in both Head and Throat, which appear-
ed moft ftubborn and obftinate, the Child being
able neither to fpeak, fwallow, or breathe freely:
However, tho” my Hope wasindeed but very fmall,
immediately I warm’da Naggin of Tar-water, with-
out any Mixture, and obliged the poor Child with
fome Difficulty to {ip it, little by lictle, till in fome
confiderable Time, fhe got all down, and it ftaid
with her. On this I ordered fome healthy careful
Perfon to be put into Bed, and to take the Child in-
| to their Arms, to infufe Heat if pofiible. The ten-
- der Mother readily obeyed, in fome time the Child
- grew warm and eafy, fell intoa fine Sweat, and flept
- for about two Hours, after which, the former Dif-
charge from both Nofeand Eyes burft forth a-new,
ind appeared as large, if not larger for fome time
than ever; which greatly promoted the Child’s
‘peedy Recovery from this moft imminent Danger,
Jeing now up and well, witha keen Appetite, good
i Digeftion.
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Digeftion, and what is moft aftonifhing in the whole
Procefs, for the Space of twenty-one Days, fhe was
not once fick, or made the leaft Complaint, the 3d
and 13th Days excepted. Now I beg lLeave ta
affure the Publick, that this Child took no manner
of Medicine, but only Tar-water, not ope Drop 4*,
Sack or Sack-whey, ber common drink was two- |
milk Whey, or boiled Milk and Water, of which
fhe took plentifully, and always warm: By a Blef=
fing on which Method, fhe is new livelier and hears"
tier than before the lay down, being only the 23d
Day, this 28th of November 1945.
210. Mir. William Charleton, in November 1745.
was attacked with a violent Fever, of which he
feem’d to get the better, but relapfed 1mmﬁd1at¢ljrﬁ-
under which he languithed for fome Time, and |
feem’d paft Hove; as an Addition to his Diforder,
an inflamed Ulcer {a:r affected his Throat inwardly,
that he could not fwallow ; upon this he fent to me
for Tar-water ; on taking which his Ulcer vanifhedy
his Appetite returned, his Fever entirely left him,
wichout any bad Symptom, and the young Gentle~
man is now, I thank Gop, both lively and ftrong,
from a wvery languifhing dangerous State: All
which, this Morning December 24, he thankiully
acknowledged in my Room, where he took with me
a Cup of Tar-water with the greateft Alacrity. He
lodges at Mr. §ilk’s oppofite the Work-houfe. i
2 11. Jobn Mac Donald, now in the Work-houfey
was mifcrably eat away with the King’s-evil in
many Parts of his Body, it confumed hali his
{o that he was naufeous both to himfelfand mher_.
This firlt happened to him in the Country: Inb
Hopes of Relief, he fet out for this City, and by
Accident met the Bifhop of Cloyne, who advifed
him to Tar- water and gave him fome Money to
provide it, The Lad nefrle&ed this good &dvlcea
but obrained Admiflion into one of the Infirmariesy

whcr%, |
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where being twice falivated, but nothing better, he
was turned out as incurable; being in great Dif-
trefs, he came into the Work-houfeas a Vagabond,
where he was falivated alfo, but his Ewvil {till conti-
nued obftinate, without the leaft Sign of Relief, tho’
reduced in a manner to a Shadow; as he was crawl-
ing about, I took notice of him, and advifed him
to Tar-water, he complied, and in the Space of a
Fortnight, he found moft fenfible Relief, {o conti-
nued taking Tar-water about fix Wecks longer,
which cured all the Ulcers of his Body ; but where
the Sores were, the Skin is drawn up. in Wrinkles,
the’ without any Weaknefs or Pain. Thus far
Mr. Hill.

FIz:z,. An Extrafl of a Letter from a Gentleman of
Veracity and Credit, relating to bis own Caje;
dated the 1oth of December 1745.

It is fomewhat more thana Year ago I firft med-
led with Tar-water, only playing with it. T found
it good for a flow Digeftion, and a Strengthner of
1 weak Stomach. At Times I was wont to be trou-
led with the Piles, and with a Pain in the lower
art of my Back, in both which Cafes it befriznded
ne. But afterward being pretty well at Eafe, T
hought but little of Tar-water, till the Beginning
f Fuly laft, when the fame Pain in the lower Pare
f my Back aflited me fo violently, "as to caufe
¢ to apply to a Phyfician, from whom I gathered
hat what I had deemed to be of the Gravel-kind,
s gouty. However I determined with myfelf
o go into the Ufe of Tar-water in earpeft; which
I have regularly done fince that Time, only with
fhort Intermiffions now and then ; and, by the di-
ine Blefling, with much Advantage to my Health
and Strength, Freedom of Spirits and Chearfulnefs,
When I came into the regular Ufe of it, 1 tock a
Refolation to eblige myfelf to as cocl and mild Diet

as
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as I could well bear, and to deal lefs than formerly
in Fleth-meat, and Malt-liquor, or Wine, or Cyder:
And many Times, I believe, much lefs than a Pound
of Flefh, and a Quart of thofe I.iquors put togethery
had ferved me a Week. This I did on Account
of its being warm, as I fuppofed, and Cordial in*
its Nature, concluding it would fufficiently fupport
the Conftitution, as the Effe¢t has proved. Indeed,!
I find little or no Inclination to drink except at
Meals, and then lefs than formerly, nor find the 4
want of Cordials, whilft in the Ufes of Tar-water.,
I was near thlrt)r Years old, when an ulcerous
Ailment came upon me in my Seat; and ’tis now’
fomewhat more than thirty Years, that it hath been
a running Grief or Iffue, more or lefs, to be fure
fome time in every Moon pretty plentifully dif-
charging a purulent Matter ; but this Difcharge is
now {topped by the Means of Tar-water. 4
This Gentleman, though perfeétly freed from all |
his Ailments, yet is apprehenfive, that the ftopp mn'{'
and healing up his Ulcer may be attended wich bad |
Confequences, under the Notion, that the want of
fuch a Difcharge, which he has been fo long ac-'
cuftomed to, may occafion fome Diforder elfe-where,
and therefore would be advifed about continuing 1
the Ufeof Tar-water; and at the fame time, fays,
that having found it fo frlend]}r, he 1s afraid of being®
advifed to forbear the Ufe of it, as long as the Be-! |
nefic received is manifeft in the Enjoymentofa better%l
State of Health and Eafe, unattended with an
prefent Inconvenience. It is pleafant to fee how th1
Patient is frighted at his being cured of a runnin
Ulcer, which had infefted him for thirty Years: He
could not be perfectly cured, unlefs his Ulcer wa&%
healed, and there is nothing to fear from thence, as
the peccant Humour was not repelled, or driven to-
other Parts, but correted and mencled fuch is the
wonderful Force of Tar water in fweett:mrcr the!

Blood and Juices, 213 I
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213. In September 1745, the two following Gen-
" tlemen gave me, at their refpeftive Houfes inCloyne,

an Account of the Benefits they received by the Ufe
-"qf Tar-waler.

M. ?}zmes Hanning, by catchingcold, was feized
with a violent Fever in November 1743, his EFeet
and Legs were at firlt extreamly cold, his Head
much difturbed, and he loft all Appftite being
| judged by all to be in a dangerous Condition by the
Hertrht of his Fever; he had recourfe to Tar-
| water, which he drank in Plenty, and took nothing
elfe; in ten Days drinking, his Fever, and all other
bad Symptoms went off, and in a Fortnight’s Time
hf: was pcrfe&iy recovered.

Mr, Clemcat Forfter, who deals much there
in tht: W’nri’n:d trade, was in Summer 1744, feized
with a Fever, which greatly affected him, and made
him incapabiﬂ to do any Bufinefs: He wasadvifed to
drink Tar-water, which had {fuch an Effect, that in
ten Days his Fever turned to an Ague, Wh]*’"‘h was
fo eafy, that on the firlt taking the Bark, he was
perfectly cured ; he informed me alfﬂ, that he ufed to
be tmubied with one or two Iits of the Gout every
Year for feveral Years paft, but that he had no Re-
turn nf it, fince he began to drink Tar-water.,

Robert Dillon of Clowbrock in the County
OfGafwa_y Efq; Member of Parliament, was pleafed
to give me the following Account in Farnuary 17453
that he had been affiifted with the Gour above
fifteen Years, which became more violent every
Year; that he ufed to be confined in the Fits for
many Months together, with great Pain, and fuch
Weaknefs in his Limbs, that he could bardly walk

. that when he wasout of the Fits, he was troubled,

in the Morning efpecially, witha great Uneafinefs
and Looathing in his Smmach, and a Difcharge of a
great deal of Phlegm, that he had no Relief from
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any Medicine he took; but that in Summer 1744,

he began todrink Tar-water, which he has contipu-

ed for a Year and half without Intermifiion, taking

conftantly half a Pint in the Morning, and as much
every Night, which he was encouraged to do by

the Benefit he received by it; all the Loathing in
his Stomach 1s quite gone, and though he has now
and then fome Fits of the Gout, yet they happen
but feldom, and laft but a fhort time with little or

no Pain, and he now enjoys good Appetite and

Spirits, tlmugh his Limbs are ftill weak, and he

thinks himf{elf happy in comparifon of his former
Condition.

216. Henry Lefirange of the King’s County Efqs
Member of Parliament, informed me in Fanuary

1745, that he had been troubled with the Gout for

ten Years paft, that about four Years ago he was
feized with the Small-pox, from which he recovered
with great Difficulty, that for a Year after he had
no Return of the Gout, but that for the laft three
Years, the Gout returned upon him with more Vios

lence, fo that he had a Fit every Autumnand Spring ;
that the Fit in the laft Spring lafted three Months,
which deprived him of Reft, Appetite, and Spirits;
that being advifed to drink Tar-water, he began to
drink it in Summer 1745, which he has continued
the Ufe of ever finee, with fuch good Effect, that
he has had no Return of the Gout in the vufual Sea-
fon, nor any Symptom of it, and now enjoys a good
Appetite, Flow of Spirits, and Freedom from all
Uneafinefs, and has the full Ufe and Strength of his

I.imbs as much as ever, and refolves to drink Tar-. =

water conftantly, to which he imputes all his Re-

covery.
21%. Colonel Charles Tottenbam, of Tottenbam-
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green, in the County of Wexford, Efqs Member of

Parliament,informed meonthe goth of fanuaryi745,

that he had beenafilicted with a dead Ague for five
Years,
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Years, and had not any cold Fits; but that his hot
Fits were very violent, being conftantly attended
with prodigious Sweats, which wafted and weaken-
ed him greatly 5 he had loft his Appetite and Spirits,
and though he took great Quantities of the Bark,
he found himfelf the worfe for it. In this decaying
Condition, he confulted the Phyficians in Dublin,
and took their Prefcriptions without any Relich.
But in Summer, 1744, he had Recourfe to Tar-
water, which he drank cold, half a Pint in the
Morning, and as much at Night, fora Month or
fix Weeks, and found thatthe Tar-water griped him
very much, and gave him no Relief; upon which
he difcontinued the Ufe of it: but finding that his
Diforder ftill grew worfe, and hearing that it was
advifed in Cafes of Agues, Colics, and Fevers, to
drink Tar-water warm, and in {maller Quantities
at a Time, he followed that Advice, and from the
Moment he drank it Milk-warm, he found it agree
with his Stomach, and got immediate Relief, and
continuing to drink it plentifully in that Form, ke
has entirely got the better of his dead Ague, and is
quite free from all Symptoms of it; he has reco-
vered his Appetite, Spirits, and Reft, and attributes
his Recovery altogether to Tar-water, which he flill
drinks, and refolvés always to drink, asitisno way
difagreeable to him, and fo very ufcful.

218. Mr. William Willan, Tape-weaver, in Thomas-
fireet, Dublin, informed me in Fanuary, 1745, that
for many Years, he had been affli¢ted with the Gout,
which gave him much Pain, and frequently con-
fined him to his Chamber ; that being advifed to
drink Tar-water, he did fo in a regular Manner,
which gave him Spirits, Appetite, and Eafe, 1
which, he is now able to attend all his Bufinets
abroad without Pain from the Gour ; and though he
has ftill a Weaknefs in his Limbs, he imputes that
to the Neceffity of walking much abroad, which his

' Affairs



14 The Effecls of
Affairs frequently require, and acknowledges the
great Benefit he received by drinking Tar-water.,

219. Captain Selomon Debrifay, of the City of
Dublin, favoured me with the following Detail of
his Cafe in Fanuary, 1745. e was troubled with
a fcorbutical Diforder above twenty Years, for which
he took feveral Medicines in England, France, and
Ireland; and though he fometimes had fome Abate-
ment of his Diforder, yet at laft it grew very vio-
lent, breaking out into running Sores, and Scruft,
and attended with great Pain, fo that he could hard-
}y ride or walk without great Uneafinefs. In this
Condition in Septemnber, 1744, he got an Inflam-
mation of the Lungs and violent Cough, by catch-
ing cold, for which he was blooded and vomited ;
and when he had got the better of the Inflamma-
tion, he took Tar-water to remove his Cough, at
the Rate of a Pint a Day, which in a little Time
carried off his Cough ; and finding the Water to a-
gree with him, and that it made him eafier in the
Scurvy, he continued the drinking of it for fix
Months, by which Means, he was entirely cured of
the Scurvy, without the leaft Sore or Spot remain-
ing, and has had no Return of it fince that Time,
though he has left off the Ufe of the Water, as
having no farther Occafion for it.

220. Mr. George Rummford, aged Seventy-five
Yecars, who lives at the Black-pits, Dublin, was in
the Year 1744, feized with a moft violent Cough,
attended with a continual Spitting of corrupt Stuff
and Phlegm. In this dangerous Condition he made
Ufe of every Thing the Doctors had ordered, with-
out receiving the leaft Benefit, upon which they
ogave him up as paft all Hopes of Cure. But a
Eriend of his coming to fee him, and finding him
aivenover, begg’d he would drink Tar-water, which
he did in the Quantity of a Pint each Day, till he
made ufe of three Gallons of Tar-water ; in which

Time,

o it
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Time, he was quite recovered, freed from his vio-
lent Cough and Spitting, and reftored to a good
Appetlte, and is now in a great Flow of Sp:r:ts,
and as well as he could wifh for one of his Years,
and he verily believes, that, had it not been for
Tar-water, he would have been dead long ago,
and that he owes his Life to the Ufe of it.

221. fames Reyly, Servant to Mr. Pbepoe Brewer
in Miliffreet, was in the Year 1745, afficted with
an Afthma, Shortnefs of Breath, and great Cough,
and at the fame Time, his Belly, T Inrrhf, and Lr:ﬂﬂ
were {wollen to 2 monfirous Size, {o that he muid
not walk or breath but with great Difficulty, and he
loft all Appetite; he made ufe of many Things pre-
fcribed for him without receiving any Benefit, and
he continued in this miferable Way for fome Time;
but hearing of the Effeéts of Tar-water, and what
Relief others had received from it, he began imme-
diately to drink it, about a Pint a Day, until he had
made ufe of a Gallon, by which Time his Breath
was reftored, his Cough was gone, and all the Swel-
lings in his Body and Limbs fell away, and he re-
covered a good Appetite, and could eat three
Times for once he could before. He had alfo ac
the fame Time a great Scurvy in his Face, which
was alfo carried off by drinking Tar-water, and
he is now hearty and well, and able to go through
his Bufinefs as well as ever.

222, Mr. Enoch Mafon, who lives with Mr, Bur-
Jiquot, Clothier, near Effex-bridge, gave me the {ol-
lowing Particulars of his Diforder, on the 31t of
January, 1735. Hehad been troubled with rheuma-
tic Pains in his Joints for fiftcen Years, which he
could not remove by any of the Mu.:unes he took 3
but in 1744, his Diforder appeared in a new Form 3
he had great Difficulty of breathing, mfbmuch,
that he could not lie dnwn in his Bed tor fix Wecks,
his Belly was drawn up, and he fuffcred great Pains;

the
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the Phyfician called it a Contraction of the Bowels 5
he could not fleep by Reafen of his Pains and Dif-
ficulty of breathing, and though he took many com-
peling Draughts, which made him doze, yet he got
no Refrefhment: he went through the common
Courfe of Phyfic, vomiting and other Prefcriptions,
which giving him po Relief, his Cafe was judged
to be defperate, and accordingly, he was advifed to
go into the Country and drink Milk, which might
poflibly prolong kis Life for fome Time, but with-
out any Hopes that he could laft long. At this
Time, he heard much of Tar-water, and was ad-
vifed to drink 1, which he did at the Rate of a
Pint a Day; which i a little Tune removed the
Contraftion in his Belly, reitored him to a Free-
dom of breathing, and brought him to a good Ap-
petite, {o that he mended every Day, and'continuing
to drink the Water, obtained a perfect Reccvary
from his Rheumatifm, and all his other Diforders,
which he attributes altogether to the Ufe of Tar-
water..

223. Mr, Fobn Wilkinfon, Clerk in the Surveyor
General’s Office in the Caftle of Dublin, informed
me the firlt of February, 1745, that he had the
Misfortune to break his Leg by a Slip in the Street,
which confined him for three Months; that by lay-
ing {o long on his Back in Bed, he got the Gravel,
which gave him great Uneafinefs; thatat the fame
Tune, by catching cold, he loft his Hearing, and
was [o ceaf, thathe could not hear the Drums that
beat near his Chamber in the Caftle. To eafe him
of his Gravel, he was advifed to drink Tar-water,
and he had not draenk above a Gallon, when, to his.
Surprize, he found his Deafnefs earried c:-ﬁ“, and he
could hear as well as ever he did, and continuing to
drink Tar-water, which he found very diuretick,
he voided a fmall rough craggy Stone, and, by De-
grees, a great Deal of Gravel; and he is now en-

3 tirﬁlg'
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tirely free from all Pains or Symptoms of the Gra-
vel, and hears perfettly well.

224. Maithew Havnes, Sword Cutler, at the
Black-lion on the Blind quay, oppofite to Mr. Tho-
mas’s Mohogany Ware-houfe, informed me on the
firt of Februasrv, 17455 that he was for<fifteen
Months ill of a Der:ay He was fo fore and ftreight-
ened all over his Body, that he could not btar his
Apron or his Cloths on without much Pain ; he had
loft all Appetite and Reft, and was b*ﬂuﬂ'ht fo low,
that he was not able to work ar his Tra{ie, or even
to go up or down Stairs without Help; and though
he was opprefled with Phlegm, and could hardiy
breath, yet he dared not cough or fpit, on Account
of the great Pain caufed th{:rebv in his Breaft and
Body. Being in this miferable Condition, he was
adviﬂ:d by Mr, Bradifb, who employed him, todrink
Tar-water, and being refolved to try any Thing
recommended to him, he incautioufly drank near a
Pint of cold Tar-water at once, which he inftantly
threw up with great Violence, together with a great
deal of Phlegm. He then thought himfelf a dead
Man, and was for fending for a Clergyman to pray
with him for the laft Time, as he thought ; but in a
few Minutes after, he found himfelf much eafier in
his Stomach and Chc{’c and mended all the Day,
This good Effe& reconciled him to Tar-water, and
made him refolve to drink it in fmaller Quantities,
and Milk-warm, which he did twice a Duay, halfa
Pint each Time, and, by continuing to drink it that
Way for fome Time, all the Sores in his Breaft and
Body went away, he breathed with Eafe, and re-
covered his Reft and Appetite, and eats a hearty
Breakfaft, which he never could do before in his
beflt ":tatf: of Health. He is able to work at his
Trade as formerly, and is perfuaded that he owes
bus Life to Tar-water,

1a 225, Az
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225. An Extralt from a Letter of William Pleafants,
rf Knockbeg in the County of Carlow, Efg; io
Thomas Prior, Efg; Jﬂ!fa' February 4, 1745.

The Perfon who received fuch great Benefit by
drinking Tar-water, was a Boy who drove my
Plough ; he laboured under what was judged, by
moft who faw him, a {crophulous Diforder, or
King’s-evil ; he bhad feveral ulcerous Sores about his
Jawsand Neck, which continued running for great
Part of fome Years. His Mother, who had fome
Knowledge.in Herbs, applied different Kinds to
his Sores, which eafed a lictle, but had no other
Succefs.

I recommended him to a Friend in Dublin, who
prevailed on fome Gentlemen of Skill, to endeavour
to cure him. They had Compaffion on the Crea-
ture, and gave him Medicines, but they alfo prov-
ed ineffetual. My Friend then gave him Tar-
water; when he had taken a fmall Quantity, he
found more Relief from it, than he had done from
all that had been done for him before, He return-
ed to his Mother, and 1 fupplied him with Tar-
water 5 and, as well as I can remember, he had not
taken a Gallon of it, when the Ulcers began to dry,
and his Face, which was very much fwollen with
his Diltemper, began to re-affume its natural Form,
He lefc me laft Spring, and ftayed from me till
Harveft. At his Return, he told me, that Tar-
water had cured him, and that his Diforder had gi-
ven him no Uneafinefs, the Time he was abfent
from me. [am |

Your moft humble Servant,
William Pleafants,

226. Mr. Patrick Bzrffer, Shoemaker in Crane-
lzne, Dublin, informed me on the sth of February,
§745, that he had been afflicted with the Rheama-
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tifm for feveral Years, that about two Yearsago,
the Fits were {o violent, that he was laid up three
Months together, that for eight Daysin that Time,
he could not ftir Hand or Foot, and was turned in
his Bed by other People, the rheumatick Pains hav-
ing feized his whole Body; that when the Violence
of the Fit abated in 1744, he made ufe of Tar-
water, which in a little Time gave him great Re-
lief, which encouraged him to perfift in the Ufe of
it ever fince, with fuch good Eflect, that all his
rheumatic Pains are gone, and he has had no Return
of them fince he began to drink the Water: he has
got the full Strength of his Limbs, Appetite, and
Spirits, and refolves to drink Tar-water conftantly,
finding that if he gets any twitching in his Limbs,
by cold or fharp Weather, Tar-water immediately
relieves him.

227. William Heany, Shoemaker, Journeyman
to the faid Mr. Butler, was in 1744, feized with fuch
violent Pains in his Legs, that he could not walk,
reft, or work at his Trade. He was advifed to
drink Tar-water, which he did, and found in a
little Time all his Pains go off, and was reftored
to the full Ufe of his Limbs, and able to get his
- Bread by his T'rade, though before he was appre-
henfive that he fhould not be able to fubfift, hav-
ing no other Means to fupport him but his Labour,
which the Violence of his Pains difabled him from
performing,.

228. Mrs. Bonvillet, who lives in Kings-flreet,
near Stepben’s-green, Informed me on the 3d of
February, 1745, that near twenty-eight Years ago
ithe had the Misfortune to fall down Stairs, and
pitched upon her Shoulder, which occafioned a
Contufion in that Part, butas the Pain {foon went
off, fhe did not then take any Care about it. She
afterwards obferved a Sort of Pimple in that Part,
but finding no Pain in it, fhe flill peglected i

Ig4 However,
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However, it ftill increafed every Year, without any
Manner of Pain, till in the Year 1744, it had form-
ed a Wen of an enormous Size, which {pread from
her Shoulders to ong of her Ears, and under her
Arm pit, as large as the Mould of a Hat; fo that
the wus oblige 4 to enlarge her Cloaths to cover ir,
and hide the Deformity s but s fhe had no Pain with
it, fhe negletted all Thoughts of preventing its
Progrefs, which might have been eafily efieCted in
the Beginning: -but in 1744, we' found herfelf
troubled with other Ailments, with Vapeurs, Low-
nefs of Spirits, want of Appetite and Reft, which
areatly reduced her; for removing thefe laft Dif-
orders, fhe was advifed to drink Tar-water, which
fhe did regularly for a confiderable Time, The firft
Effeét was, that in a hittle Time fhe recovered her
Appetite, got Reftand Spirits, and was freed from
all her Vapours and Difturbance in her Stomach,
and has continued well from thofe Diforders ever
finces as fhe found that Tar-water did her fo much
Service, fhe ftill drank it for feveral Months, and
obferved that in fome Time, the great Wen on
her Shoulders began togrow foft and fallaway. This
encouraged her to continue the drinking of the
Water, and in a few Monthsafter the Wen was re-
duced to a Fourth of its firft Size, and daily grew
1'0&{:1*, and feemed to have fome floating Roots in
. finding herfelf ealy, and in fo P’DDd a Way,
1‘1 : laid afide Tar-water for fome Months before the
Wen was quite difperfed, and then found that it
hegan to grow hard and fwell again; upon which,
fhe hasot late refumed her Tar-water, of which fhe
drinks neara Quarca Day, and finds that the Hard-
nefs and Swelling have already greatly abaced ; and
fhe refolves to perhift in the conftant Ufe of it, in
full Hopes that in fome Time fhe will quite gert rid
of her Wen,  And her Hopes are the greater, con-
fidering tiie Benefic which a French Gengleman re.
ceived
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ceived by it ina parallel Cafe : This Gentleman bad,
as fhe informed me, a greatr Lump, that by De-
grees grew on the Crown of his Head, which be-
came at laft as large as an Egg, infomuch, that
he could hardly keep his Hat on his Head, and
though it was not attended with Pain, 1t was very
troublefome. The Gentleman took ‘Tar-water for
fome other Diforder, from which he was relieved,
and found at the fame Time, that this Lump or
Wen foftened and walted by Degrees, and that at
latt it quite melted away and vanithed.

229. Mr. Fobn Wilme, Silver-fmith, who lives
in Coles-alley, near Caftle-fireet, informed me on the
sth of February 1745, that by an Accident he got
a Hurt in his Shin-bone, which caufed a Running
and Swelling, and being laid open by a Surgeon,
was in fome Time healed; yet he after found,
that a Humour flowed to and {welled the Pare,
and gave him great Uneafinefls. He had at the
fame T'ime, a Lump or Excrefcence on the Crown
of his Head, which grew to the Size of a {mall
Egg, at leaft an Inch high, and was fo angry and
fore, that the leaft Thing that touched it gave
him great Pain, and he could hardly beara Haton
his Head. His Mother had alfo the like Lumps
on her Head. He was advifed to take Tar-water
for the frft Ailment, which he did for three
Months, and though he drank fcarce half a Pint
a Day, yet he foon found a great Abatement of
the Swelling and Uneafinefs in his Leg ; and to his
great Surprize the Excrefcence on his Head grew
ealy and melted away, and became as flat as any
Part of his Head, and finding fuch Benefit from
the Water, he refolves to take it in greater Quan-
tity for the future. -

230. Mrs. Morgan, Wife of Mr. Morgan, Pat-
ten-maker at Nicholas-gate, Dublin, informed me
en the 3d of February 1745, that fhe had been

' troubled
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troubled with a paralytic Diforder for fome Times
that her Fingers were fo drawn up, that fhe cnuld '
hardly open them, that the was hardly able to walk
in the Streets, her Feet were fotottering and weak, ?
and very cold and ftiff; and fhe was apprehenﬁva
that the would quite lofe the Ufe of them, and have
a Palfy all over ber Body, as nothing that fhe took
gave her any Relief; and hearing that Tar-water
was ufeful in many Diftempers, fhe refolved to try
it in her own Cafe, and foon found a fenfible Benefit;
in fix Weeks drinking the recovered the Ufe of her
Fingers and Hands, got Strength, Warmth, and.
Supplenefs in her Limbs, and by continuing the
drinking of the Water, fhe has recovered the full
Ufe of them, and now walks with Eafe. She laid a-
fide Tar-water for {feveral Months, and if fhe finds
hetfelf out of Order at any Time, fhe has Recourfe

to the Tar-water, which alwaysgives her Relief.
231. Mr. Hewe!fon, between Seventy and Eighty
Years old, who lives in School-houfe-lane, informed
me the 3d of February 1745, that he had been for
many Years troubled with the Gout, during which
Time, he was fure of having a Fit the Beginning of
every Winter,which laid himup for feveral Months;
but that in Summer 1744, he drank Tar-water for
feveral Months running, and the Effect was, that
he had no Fit of the Gout in the Winter 1744,
and got a good Stomach and Spirits, and walked
tolerably well without Pain; in Summer 1745, he
drank fome Tar-water, and then laid it quite afide
for fix Months together, butin Winter 1745, on
catching cold, he had a Return of the Gout, at- *
tended with great Weaknefs in his Limbs, though *
with little Pain; and it is probable, that, had he =
continued taking Tar-water all along in {ufficient
Quantity, and avoided catching cold, he would
either have had no Fit at all, or a flight one. In
fuch Cales, Tar-water thould be drank warm, before
the =
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the Fit, in the Fit, and after the Fit, at leaft a Pint
a Day, or a Quart, which would be much better,
without any Danger from the Quantity, and with
great Comfort to the Patient.

232. Mr. Francis Watfon, Sadler in Capel-Street,
informed me on the 4th of February 1745, that he
had been troubled with a Stuffing, Wind and Op-
preffion in his Stomach for five or fix Years paft, at-
tended at Night-time with a Difficulty of breathing,
and with a great Cough in the Mornings, which
made him ftrain and heave, and deprived him of
his Stomach and Digeftion; that in 1743, he was
firft feized with the Gout, and had another Fit in
1744, which was followed by a Fit of the Gravel.
That in Offober 1744, he began to drink Tar-water
at about half a Pint a Day, which he continued
to do till Chrifimas following, with fuch good Ef-
fect, that in three Weeks Time he found great Be-
nefit, and foon after he was free from the Wind and
Oppreflion in his Stomach, breathed freely, reco-
vered his Appetite, loft his Cough, and difcharged
a great deal of Gravel without Pain, and has had
no Return of the Gout ever fince; and he now con-
tinues perfectly well, and free from all his former
Diforders, and at Times ftill drinks Tar-water.

233. Mr. Pafgualine, the Mufician, now in Dub-
lin, informed me on the 8th of February 1945, that
having play’d a Part in Mr. Handel’s grand Orato-
r1io of Deborab, which was performed on Thurfdey
the 23d of Fanuary 1745, for the Support of the
Charitable Infirmary on the funs-quay and being in
a great Heat and Sweat, wasafter the Performance
expofed to a very cold Air near half an Hour, by
the Footmen breaking into the Room where he
was; by which he was immediately ftruck with a
cold fhivering, and was fo much out of Order that
he could not fleep one Wink that Night. In the
Mﬂrmng, on Friday, he had a leenr Head-ach,

Colic
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Colic Pains, and great Heat all over his Body,
which obliged him rto keep his Bed. By four o*

Clock in the Afternoon, his Fever grew fo high

and ‘violent, that he became a little delirious; his
Wife had a mind to fend for a Phyfician, but as he

had been cured of a Fever fome Time before by
drinking Tar-water, he ordered, that Tar-water |

thould begot for him in plenty, and rothing elfe;

which he began to drink about five 0’Clock Milk-

warm, near half a Pint every Quarter of an Hour,
and continued to drink at that Rate till eighe
o’Clock next Morning, on Safurday, bating fome

little Intermiffions, when he got a little Sleeps
though he had given Dire@ions to his Servant, to |

awake him if he thould happen to fleep, and make
him drink the Water: and he computed, that in
the faid Space of Time, he drank eight Quarts:
And the Effe¢t was, that during the whole Night,
he was in high Spirits, had a great Perfpiration,
and by Eight o’Clock in the Morning, his Heat and
Fever had quite left him, and he was perfeftly ea-
{y, and very hungry. On &aturday he kept his Bed
by way of Precaution againft catching cold, free

from all Symptoms of a Fever; and on Swunday

went abioad, and took the Air, being perfettly
recovered,

234. A Gentlewoman near Sycamore- Alley, Dub-
lin, informed me on the 12th of February 1745,
that the had been troubled with Fits for fome Time,
which came upon herall at once, without any pre-
vious Symptom, and deprived her of her Senfes for
three, four, or five Minutesat a Times that thefe
Fits became more frequent, and difordered her Spi-
rits and Mind, and fhe was apprehenfive that fhe
would be carried off in one of them. She took fe-
veral Things to prevent their Return, without any
Ffe&. She was advifed to drink Tar-water, and
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to fatisfy the Defires of her Friends in trying: every
Thing they recommended. She drank near a Pin¢
a Day for five Days, in July 1745, and found no
Return of her Fits, and got good Appetite and
Spirits; at the End of five Days, fhe obferved a
great Itching all over her Body, and foon after, a
great Number of black Spots appeared all over her
Arms, Shoulders, and Body, as black as Ink. She
then thought that the was poifoned by Tar-water,
and exclaim’d againft 1t; but her Friend, who re-
commended Tar-water, came to {ee herin this Con-
dition, and finding that fhe was in good Spirits,
and otherwife very well, told her, that fince the
Water had driven that Huamour out on the Surface
of her Body, it was fo far from doing her Harm,
that it did her all the Service imaginable; and en-
couraged her to perfift in drinking i, fince it has
fo good an Effect, which fhe continued to do for
two cor three Months in fimall Quantities; and fhe
found, in a little Time, that all the black Spots firft
became yellow, and by Degrees difappeared one
after another, fo that fhe became entirely freed from
them, and has had no Return of the Fits fince the
began to drink Tar-water, but found, that, by
getting a greater Appetite, fhe has grown much
fatter than fhe was before.

235, A Captain of a Man of War in 1744, in-
formed me, that he had been troubled with the
Scurvy feveral Years, and had taken many Medi-
cines, and went to Batb, and drank the Waters, but
all to no Purpofe; his Diforder rather increafed,
and broke out in Sores, and Scurlf over his. Arms
and other Parts of his Body, efpecially his Head,
which he could not fuffer to be fhaved; but that
by taking Tar-water fix Weeks, all the Sores, Spots,
and Scurff went off, and he became as hail and
clean as ever he was, with a great Increafe of Ap-
petite.

I thall
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I fhall now give an Account of fome Cafes com-
municated to me from Gentlemen of Charaéter and
Veracity who afiured me of the Truth of the Faéts,
but did not think proper to mention the Names of
the Patients, moft of them being of the female
Sex. b

236. Two Sifters in this Kingdom, at the fame
Time drank Tar-water, the one for a Strangury,
the other for a Diabetes, and both were cured, in
a little Time, of thofe oppofite Diforders.

23%. A Gentlewoman had a Deafnefs, which
daily increafed, fo that fhe was apprehenfive of quite
lofing her Hearing ; fhe had drank Tar-water in
{mall Quantities feveral Weeks with no Effeét ; but
being advifed to take double the Quantity of the
Water every Day, fhe did {o, and was foon after
~ cured of her Deafnefs.

238. One Gentleman was cured of an habitual
Coftivenefs by Tar-water, and another was made
coftive by it.

239. Two Gentlewomen near 2oughall, were
likewife affected in different Ways, one was made
coftive, and the other loofe by Tar-water.

240. An old Beggar-woman with a moft fhock-
ing cancerated Breaft, was in a few Days much
better by drinking, and wathing the Sores with
Tar-water.

241. A Woman that was twice married, and yet
never was with Child, took Tar-water for a Dif- @
order the laboured under, and conftantly drank it
for a confiderable Time, which removed her Ail-
ment. She foon after became pregnant, and fhe -
imputes her Pregnancy to Tar-water. [ defired to
know whether her Hufband alfo drank Tar-water,
and I was aflured, that he drank it at the fame
Time. Many other Inftances have been mention- -
ed to me of Perfons who unexpeétedly became with
Child, which they verily believe was owing to the
Ufe of Tar-water. 242,

Ak
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242, A young Lady was cured by Tar-water of
violent Head-achs, to which fhe had been long
fubject.

243. A poor Woman, whofe Legs were mon-
ftroufly {wollen, and deformed with Ulcers, was
advifed to apply Tar as a Salve or Pouitice, and
to drink Tar-water at the fame Time, which fhe
did, and was foon perfectly cured, having before
in vain ufed many Things prefcribed for her.

244. A Gentleman’s Servant had the Misfortune
of having a Coach-wheel run over his Foot, which
was thereby terribly bruifed, and {wollen toa great
Size, with much Pain. A Poultice of Tar was ap-
plied to the Part, which foon put an End to both
the Swelling and the Pain.

245. A Maid Servant, who for many Years had

a Tetter in her Arm, confulted a Country Praétiti-
oner, who applied the blue Stone, upon which her
Arm {welled up to her Shoulder, and was pained
to fuch a Degree, that her Mafter apprehended fhe
might lofe it. He then made her wath and foment
it with hot ftrong Tar-water, and apply a Plaifter
or Poultice of warm Tar, which fpeedily cured
both the Ulcer and Swelling.
- 246, A Gentleman in an eminent Station, was
troubled with a fixed Pain in his Side for two
Years, he took feveral Medicines without Benefic.
He was advifed to drink Tar-water, which he did
for a confiderable Time; and he affured me of
late, that his Pain is quite removed, and that he
1s at perfect Eafe from that Diforder.

247. A Perfon ill of the Ague, was cured in
Fanuary 1745, by drinking two Quarts of Tar-
water warm in the cold Fit.

248. Many Parts of the Country have been of
late infefted with fore Throats, whereby feveral
Children have died 3 but thofe who drank a Gallon
of warm Tar-water a Day, immediately recovered

of
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of it, without any other Application, as I am af-
fured by a Perfon of Credit. - 8

249. Many Inftances have been communicated
to me of the great Succels and Efficacy of Tar-
water in the Cure of venereal Diforders, Gleets, ’“
&Fe. but in fuch Cafes, Names are not to be men- |
rioned. But in Charity to thofe unhappy Creatures
who labour under fuch Ailments, it may be proper
to hint fo much, and to recommend to them the
fole conftant copious drinking of Tar-water, viz.
one Quart a Day, at fix or eight Glaffes, which *
without any other Medicine, but only a prudent
Regimen, avoiding the catching of Cold, aud eat- =
ing of improper Food, has been found in many In- =
ftances to worle a perfeét Cure.

250, A Gentlewoman in the Country had hurt
her Leg, which being negleéted, grew exceeding =
bad, a Gangrene was apprehended, fhe had a Phy- =
fician and Surgeen from Cork to attend her.  After
fome Months phyficking, cutting, and tenting,
they abandoned her, declaring fhe muft never hope
to recover the Ufe of her Leg, which was wafted ©
and ufelefs, and left her with a running Ulcer, kept |
open with Tents. Her Son came to the Gentles
man who gave me this Information, to know whe- ©
ther fhe might not take Tar-water with the Bark, =
which had been prefcribed by the Doétor. She was &
advifed to abltain from the Bark, from the Sur- =
geon’s Fomentation, and every other Thing but fim-
ply Tar-water; whereof the thould take three Pints =
daily, in nine Glafles, which in three Weeks quite =
cured her, to the Surprize of all the Neighbour-
hood. She had a Houfe full of Children, who
depended on her Care, and who had defpaired of
her Life, {1

251. A Maid Servant was feized with a vehement
Fever and Srich, on the 19th of April 1744, |

in the Morning; her Face as red as Crimfon, her
Pulle J
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Pulfe exceeding high, fcarce able to utter a Word
for the great Oppreflion about her Heart, and her
Blood and Fleth hot in an extreme Degree, with
other Symptoms declarative of the worlt Kind of
Fever and Pleurify. Her Cafe was looked upﬂn as
defperate from the Manner of her falling ill ; which
was, that the Night before, after hard Work in the
Houfe, being in a Heat and Sweat, fhe drank a
great Qzannty of cold {fmall Liquor, and after that
fat abroad in the open cold Evening Air in her
Sweat. In this threatening Cale, fhe was ordered
to_drink five Quarts ol Tar-water in ten Hours,
. which fthe did with fuch good Effect, that the next
Morning her Fever left her, and fhe was fo we!l re-
cover’d, that fhe put on her Cloaths, and was rea-
dy to go to work, but fhe was ordered to keep
quiet in Bed jor a Day or two longer, This laft
Caution is found necefiary to prevent a Relapfe,
which Patients in fuch Cafes are fubject to by catch«
ing the leaft Cold; for as they find themfelves in
high Spirits, and free from the Fever, they imagine
themfelves to be quite recoversd before they are out
of Danger, and therefore *tis found neceffary, that
the Patient fhould keep quiet in Bed fora Day or
two longer; in which Time the Danger of a Relapfe
may be over. There is nothing fo much to be ap-
prehended in Fevers cured by Tar-water, as an O=
pinion of their being relieved and quite cut of Dana
ger before they are really fo,

252, On Wednefday, the 1l of Auguff, 1744, a
young Boy about nine Years old, was frized with a
dangerous lllnefs, a Peripneumony or Inflammati-
on of the Lungs, fhort Coughs, Pain, Sorenefs in
the Throat and Thorax, Difficulty of Breathing,
glazed Eyes, Scarlet Cheeks, and burning Heat. Ia
this Condition he was put to Bed, and, drank Tar-
water five Pints the firft Day, and about two Quarts
the fecond, at a Glafs every halt Hour. The firft

K Day,
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Day it produced an extraordinary Difcharge by

Urines the fecond, it threw him into moift Per{pi-
rations, and fometimes Sweats; every Glafs put Life
into him, eafed his Symptoms, and kept him in
continual high Spirits and good Appetite; on Fri-
day, which was two Days following, he was paft
all Danger. It was remarkable, that on drinking
Warter coloured with Milk (which he defired) he
conftantly relapfed, and wasas immediately eafed up-
on takinga Glafs of pure Tar-water. The Child
was fo fenfible of this, that he cried out, ¢« Mamma,
¢¢ What is this Tar-water made of, that it is fuch a
¢ fudden Cure?”” It was of this Diforder that the
late Bifhops of Offery and Elphindied: There is no
Diftemper more threatening and fudden, than a
Pleurify or an Inflammation of the Lungs. The
moft copious Bleedings are prefcribed by Phyficians,
even to feventy or eighty Ounces; but without
bleeding, bliftering, or any other Medicine, Tar-
water alone effe¢ts the Cure; were the World fuffi-
ciently apprized of its Virtue in acute Cafes, that
alone would preferve a Multitude of Lives. To in-
duce the Child to drink plentifully of Tar-water,
they gave him a Groat a Glafs, and he earn’d half a
Guinea in two Days. This is the only Way to
prevail on young Children to drink it, and ’tis fur-
prizing how foon they recover Strength and Spirits,
who are recovered from Fevers by the fole Ufe of
Tar-water.

253, A Boy was feized with a violent Fever in
September 1744, having wetted his Shoes and
Stockings (a new Thing to him) and fuffered them
todry on his Feet. The Attack was violent, firft
a fhivering cold Fit, then blood-thot Eyes, wild
Look, burning Heat all over his Body; he drank a
Gallon of Tar-water, which made him vomit, after
that he flept and fweated moft copioufly for fixteen
Hours, and when he awoke, was outragioufly hun-
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gry, and in very high Spirits, every Symptom re-
duced very low, and the Fever almoft gone the
third Day ; but was kept in Bed two Days longer,
to prevent a Relapfe,

254. In Ofiober 1744, a Boy was feized with a
violent Fever, and being put to Bed, he drank near
two Quarts of Tar-water the firft Hour, and conti-
nued drinking very copioufly. The next Day, he
was in Appearance very well, but he was kept quiet
from all Company, and confined in Bed one Day
longer; after the third Day, he was as well as
ever,

255. Another young Lad in Offober 1744,
was feized with a violent racking Pain all over his
Body, attended with a hot Fever; about Noon he
was put to Bed, and at a Groat a Glafs, he drank
in nine Hours twenty-five Half-pint-glafles of Tar-
water; with all which (what is very fingular) he
did not {weat, but vented itall by Urine; and his
Pain and Fever left him at nine a Clock at Night;
and next Day was hearty, merry, and in as good
a Temper, as ever in his Life. It is wonderful in
this Medicine, that it works as an Emetic, Diuretic,
Diaphoretic, Sudorific or Cordial, asthe Cafe and
Conftitution requires, and that this alone fhould, as
one may fay, in the twinkling of an Eye, cure all
Fevers of different Kinds,

256. In January 1744, 2 young Woman was
miferably tormented witha Pain and Swelling in
her Side, which threw her into aFeverith Diforder.
She drank Tar-water copioufly,and in a fhort tirme
found herfelf eafy and well, It is to be noted, that
fhe applied a Plaifter of Tar and Honey to the Part,
which ripened, broke, and then healed it, {he
drinking Tar-water all the Time.

257. A Gentleman in February 1744, had the
Gout five Days; at firft he drank Sack Whey, and
his Pain and Fever were violent, fo as to pafs a

K 2 whole
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whole Night awake and reftlefs, From that Time
he drank nothing ftrong, but doubled or trebled his
Dofes of Tar-water; this made him fleep found
every Night after, and kept up his Appetite and
Spirits, fo that he then reckoned his Gout as
good as over, and in a few Days after, was [ree
tfrom it. - |

258. Mr. Foulks, Captain in the Army; Mr.
Philips, who lodges at the Watch-maker’s in Crane-
lane, and feveral others, have informed me, that
having had frequent Fits of the Gout, they drank
Tar-water; and though they took it but in fmall
Quantities, they found great Benefit from it; their
Fits either not returning at the ufual Time they
expetted them, and when they did, they had lefs
Pain and fhorter Fits.

259. One of my Correfpondents informed me in
February, 1744, that his Daughter being feized
with the Small-pox, he gave ler no other Medi-
cine than Tar-water, which fhe drank all the Time,
and that fhe had it very favourably with little or
no Sicknefs.

260. A Boy was very ill of a Worm. fever in
February, 1744, when the Small-pox feized himj
both Evils joined, made his Cafe extremely bad.
He was treated as only ill of Worms, the Small-
pox not being then apprehended. He was reduced
to the loweft State, without Senfe or Motion, and
many Cordials were applied to bring him to him-
felf 5 but all to no Purpofe, till a few Spoonfuls of
Tar-water poured down his Throat without his
Knowledge, brought him from Death to Life;
. and by continuing the drinking Tar-water, the
. Child recovered daily, and was foon perfectly well.
My Correfpondent fays, that they never had a
- ftronger Inftance of the Efficacy of Tar-water, (and
- its Superiority to all other Cordials) than in this
| Child’s
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Child’s extreme Ilinefs, much heightened by the

uncommon and fierce Severity of the Weather.
261. In March 1744, a Boy complained heavily
of a Stitch about eight a Clock in the Morning s

he was immediately put to Bed, and in about an’

Hour drank eight Glafies of Tar-water, at three
Glaffes to a Pint; then fell into a found Sleep, and
againft three a Clock in the Afiernoon was up,
dreft and well, as if nothing had ailed him.

262. In April 1745, a Labourer in the Country,

having been taken ill, was bled a little, only one
Plate; he afterwards grew very ill of a violent
Pleurify, attended with {pitting of Blood 5 he then
betook himfelf to his Bed, and drank copioufly of
Tar-water, which quite recovered him, when his
Cafe hac:l been thought defperate.

. A Gentlewoman in April 1745, took the

Alr m a cold dry windy Day ; that afternoon, fhe

was taken with fomething like a Palfy, not being
able to walk or ftand upright. She went to B-:d
grew feverifh, and drank immenfely of Tar~watfr_,
a moderate Glafs every Quarter of an Hour, which
fhe continued to drink the next Day in fmaller
Quantity ;5 the Morning following, fhe could turn
eafily in her Bed (which fhe could not do before)
and her Fever and blunt Pain in her Back and Limbs
left her, and the Day following {he was quite reco-
vered,

264. A Man Servant had a pleuritic Stlrt.h,
which he concealed, and went about the Houfe with
it for two Days, After this he was violently ill, went
to Bed in a Fever, and {pit Blood. Then he drank
Tar-water plentifully, which threw him into a great
Sweat ; being impatient under this Sweat, in order
to cool and dry him{elf, he Aung off his Shirt, and
lay almoft naked, which had like to have killed
him. - But Tar-water copioufly taken, recovered
him intirely, I have had many Inftances of Perfons

K 3 recovered
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recovered from pleuretic Fevers, without bleeding,
or any Medicine whatfoever, by the fole copious
conftant drinking of Tar-water warm, one Pint, or
even a Quart in an Hour. They cannot drink too
much in fuch Cafes; they will be fooner well, and
ftrong without that Weaknefs, which attends thofe
copious Bleedings, which ruin a Conftitution, and
entail chronical Difeafes,

265. A Lawyer of my Acquaintance in Dublin,
and two young Ladies, have been cured of Fevers
by the copious drinking of Tar water only.

266. I have had feveral Inftances communicated
to me of Perfons of both Sexes, who have been
cured of the Piles, fome by the bare drinking of
Tar-water, others by fitting at the fame time on a
Clofe-ftool filled with very hot ftrong Tar-water,
which with anointing the Parts with the O1l fkum-
med off from the Tar-water, foon healed the Sores,
and removed the Diforder,

264, In December 19744, a Prolapfus Uteri, &,
given over as incurable by the Surgeons, was per-
feétly cured by Tar-water,

268. My Correfpondent informs meof two Perfons
given over, one 1ll of a Pal{y at Batbh, and the other
of a Cancer at 2ork, who were both cured in a thort
time by Tar-water.

269. A Gentleman’s Son in the County of Lime-
rick, was cured of a {pitting of Blood by Tar-%ater,
- 270. An Infant hada Cough from its Birth, and

fhewed no Sign of Apprehenfion ; thofe who faw it,
thought it could not live, or if it did, that it would
be ftupid; the Mother was advifed to give the
Child Tar-water, and to make the Nurfe drink it
alfo, which being done, the Child got rid of the
Cough, and came to its Apprehenfion, and is now

lively.
" 271. A Gentleman writes in the following Words
from England, 1 know fome Inftances, where
¥ Tar-
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Tar-water has done Wonders, particularly on a
Lady, who has long hada Cancer in her Breaft, and
fuffered greatly 5 and by taking Tar-water, the only
Thing fhe has found good from, is freed from Pain,
and in a fair Way of Recovery.

272. A Gentleman in the County of Limerick, as
I am informed, was cured by Tar-water of an Im-
pofthume in his Head, for which hehad tried Waters,
and confulted Phyficians in England to no Purpofe.

273. A Lady was cured of a Megrim and inve-
terate Head-ach by Tar-water. Several other Per-
fons have informed me, that they ufed to be feized
with a Dizzinefs in their Heads on walking in the
Streets, fo that they were obliged to catch hold of
the Railsas they went along to prevent falling ; and
that fince they took Tar water, they have had no
Uneafinefs of that Kind.

274. I am well informed, that a Ship being
bound from Portobello to Jamaica, and being de-
tained long in the Paflage, the Men on board were
reduced to great Diftrefs from the Want of Water,
which threw many of them into the bileous or yel-
low Fever. But to their great Comfort, a heavy
Rain fell, whichfetall their Hands to Work to catch
all the Water they could; and the Deck of the Ship
and Cordage having been new dawbed with Tar to
preferve them againft the Heat of the Climate, all
the Water they got was impregnated with the Tar ;
notwithftanding which, they drank plentifully of
it, and it had this good Efie¢t, that all thofe who
were il of the bileous Fever, and drank it, re-
covered in a fhort Time from their Fevers, to
the great Surprize of them all, as it is reckoned
the moft fatal Diftemper in that Parc of the World.

275, A Boy had a Sore in his Leg, which Leg
was alfo inflamed and hard; and being advifed to
wath it with Tar-water, and apply the Oil of Tar,
he was {oon recovered. ,

X K 4 2;.'”:?. A
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276, A Man of 2oughall,”was deaf for many
Years, but by drinking Tar-water for fome Time,
he is much improved in his Hearing, and though
not quite cured, yet has Hopes of Relief by a
longer Ufe of it. Any Relief is an Aldvantage;
and many Reliefs may at laft come up to a Cure.

27%. A Gentleman who had a Pain in his right
Side for fifteen Years, confulted many Phylicians,
and took a World of Drugs to no Purpofe’s but on
taking Tar-water (and that but a very indifferent
Sorr) for five Weeks; found himf{elf greatly relieved.
At the fame time, it caufed a Pain a-crofs his Dia-
phragm, and alfo in his other Side, which he judg-
ed to be a Sign of the Efficacy of Tar-water in dif-
lodging the peccant Humour, which being once
fet a-float, may afterwards be eafily worked oft.

278, I have an Account of a remarkable Cure
performed by Tar-water, on a Woman, who was
given over, Her Diforder was owing to the Re-
tention of the After-birth, by the unfkilful Manage-
ment of the Midwife in her Delivery. The Cafe
was attended with the worft Symptoms, and account-
ed defperate 5 and when all other Things had failed,
fome advifed Tar-water, rather from not knowing
what elfe to do, than from any Hopes of the Pa-
tient’s Recovery ; the neverthelefs recovered by that
Medicine, contrary to all Expectation.

2%79. Margaret Majterfon, a young Woman, who
livesat Do&or #ynne’s Houfe at Harold's-crofs, near
Dublin, came to me the 21{t of February 1945, and
gave me the following Account of the remarkable
Benefit fhe received by Tar-water in the Cure of an
Ulkcer in the Bladder. She informed me, that one
Day in the Spring, about five Years ago, the walked
very fatt from Harold’s-crofs to Crumlin Church,
“which is about two Miles, and being in a great

Heat and Sweat, fhe fat on the cold Ground in the
Church-yard for above half an Hour, which gave
' her
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her a great Cold, and threw her immediately into
‘Diforders. She grew worfe every Day, having grear
Pains in her Right-fide, and lower Parts of her Belly ;
‘her Painwas fo exquifite, that fometimes, for twenty
Days together, the could not get the leait Sleep ; fhe
loft her Fleth and Appetite, and was reduced to a
Skeleton. She could not {tand upright, and walked
double, nor could the bearany Carriage, every Mo-
tion put her to the Rack, and fhe was forced to con-
fine herfelf for the moft Part to her Bed, and, even
there, was not able to ftir a Limb, when her Pains
came upon her, Nothing that fhe took did her any
Service. She was fent to Mercers Hofpital, where
the ftayed three Months, without any Benefit, tho’
fhe had the Advice and Affiftance of feveral Phyfi-
ciansand Surgeons there, who for fome time thought
the was troubled with a Stone, but they were all of
Opinion afterwards, that fhe had an Ulcer in the
Bladder. After the left the Hofpital, fhe was fali-
vated, and took many Things by the Advice of
Phyficians; but nothing gave her any Reliefor Eafe,
and fhe was judged to be incurable, She continued
in this miferable Condition a long Time, fhe had
alfo a Sort of Diabetes or involuntary and almoft
conftant Difcharge of Water. But in Summer
1744, her Brother hearing that Tar-water had

wrought many Cures, advifed her todrink it, which
{he did for two or three Months together. On the

firlt drinking of 1t, fhe found it agreed with her
Stomach, and gave her fome Eafe ; in a few Days,
fhe received great Benefit, and mended daily, and in

a few Weeks, all her Painsand other Ailments went
off; fherecovered her Appetite, Flethand Reft, and
got the Ufe of her Limbs, and walked as well as
ever, to the great Surprize of the Surgeons, and
others, who had her under their Care, and who
thought fhe could never recover. She then Jaid afide
Yar-water, thinking fhe bad no farther Occafion
for
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for it, and has continued free from her Pains ever

o R

fince, exceptnow and then fhe has fome Twitches

on catching cold, which the imputes to her Difufe of
Tar-water for eight or ten Months paft; but re-
folves to take it again, to remove the Remains of
her Ailments. I have obferved in feveral Inftances,
that fome who had received great Benefit by Tar-
water, laid it afide too foon, thinking themfelves
quite recovered, before they were really fo, and that
afterwards their Ailments returned upon them in
fome imall Degree, which they totally removed by
perfifting longer in the Ufe of it.

280. A Tradefman in the Earl of Meath’s Li-
berty, was in the Year 1744, greatly afflicted with
a Difcharge of bloody Urine, which was fometimes
fo violent, that what came from him appeared as
clear Blood as any that comes from a Vein on bleed-
ing, and this was attended with great Torture, He
could not walk a Quarter of a Mile, but in great
Pain, and he wafted away. He continued 1n this
Condicion feveral Months together, and took many
Thingsfor a Cure, without any Effect; but hearing
of the great Good that Tar-water had done in fe-
veral Cafes, he drank it, and foon found Benefit
from 1t, which encouraged him to continue the
drinking of it, with fuch good Succefs, that he was
foon perfectly recovered of his Ailment. His Dif-
charge of Blood ceafed, and he made his Water as
clear as ever, without the leaft Colour or Tinéture
of Blood, and without any Pain, all the Parts being
healed, and in February 1745, he continues very
well, and attributes his Cure wholly to Tar-water.

281. A Gentlewoman, who lives in the Country
not far from Dublin, was for many Years afflicted
with a Cancer in her Breaft, which had been cut by
Surgeon Dobls, but it fti ngew again, became hard,
and was exceflively paintul; and notwit lliandmg
the great Danger and Torture that attends the Ope-

ration,
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| ration, the refolved to undergo another Cutting to
| get rid of her conftant Pain, and came to Town for
' that Purpofe ; but the Surgeon finding that the had
'gota frefh great Cold, and a violent Cough with it,
| he would not venture to cuther Breaft till her Cough
 was removed, and advifed her to go to the Country
'to be cured of her Cough. She was there perfuaded
‘to drink Tar-water on that Account, which fhe did
with fuch Effect, that fhe foon got rid of her Cough ;
and finding that Tar-water agreed with her Stomach,
and that it alfo made her Breaft eafier, the continued
the drinking of it for a confiderable Time, by which
Means her Breaft grew eafly and {oft, and the mend-
ed daily to her great Comfort and Surprize; and
fhe got fo much Relief, that fhe laid afide the Wa-
ter for fome time. In what State the now continues
in, I am not informed.

282. A Copy of a Lelter from the Reverend My,
Thomas Dawfon, of Tallow, in the County of
Waterford, 70 Thomas Prior, E/g; dated Febru-
ary 25, 1745.

I take leave to fend you the two following Cafes,
wherein, among feveral others in my Neighbour-
hood, Tar-water has proved fuccefsful ; and as the
Diforders therein mentioned are common and often
fatal, fo a Publication of the Cure of them may be
of Service to Mankind, whofe general Good feems
to be the Defign and End of your Enquiries.

283. The Cafe of Mrs. Guinane, Hife of John
Guinane, of Tallow, iz the County of Waterford,
Merchant.

The faid Mrs. Guinane, was violently feized with
hyfteric Fits in the Year 1744, attended with
Laughing, Crying, and frequent Swoonings, which
gontinued for feveral Months, though Phyficians,
by various Medicines, endeavoured to cure her of

| them,



140 R o D + _
them. She went to the Salt-water, and bathed
therein, purfuant to their Advice, fora cnnﬁdtr:ﬁl:fﬁ
Time; but received very little Benefit thereby. At
laft fhe betook herfelf to the drinking of Tar-
water, purfuant to the Dire&ions of the Author of
Siris, and by regularly and conftantly drinking the ™
fame for about the Space of three Months, the per-
fectly recovered her Health, and has been free tlrjtm'i'} |
the faid hyfteric Fits ever fince, though the defpaired
of being ever cured of them., ' :

284. The Cafe of Mr. Thomas Lowtis, of Tallow,
- in the County of Waterford. -4

The faid Mr. Lowris was in a deep Confump-
tion for four or five Years, and fo greatly emaciated, |
and fo yellow, that all who' faw him, feemed to
defpair of his Life. About two Yearsago, he be- &
gan todrink Tar-water, and having in a few Months |
received great Benefit thereby, he continued ever &
fince to drink the fame regularly, and has perfetly
recovered his Health and Complexion, to the great |
Surprize of all that knew him. v 3

285. A Gentleman near Caple-fireet, informed |
me on the 22d of February 1945, that for feveral ¥
Years he ufed to be troubled wich Fits, which gave
him great Uneafinefs in his Stomach, and wereat- §
tended ' with a violent Pain, which ran along the @
Bottom of his Belly, and fixed itfelf'in his left Hip, =
with a great Inclination to puking. ‘Thefe Pains =
continued for two or three Days, while the Fits
lafted, He thought his Ailment was a windy Co-
lic; and accordingly he took many Things, but &
without any Benefit. He found that he grew worfe, &
and that his Fits returned upon him more frequently
and with more Violence. He ufed alfo to have =
Fits of the Gout in his Feet, without any great Vio- =
lence. But having read the T'reatife on Tar-water
in April 1744, he refolved to-drink it, and he had |

- - not
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‘not taken it above three Weeks, before he had a
Afenfible Benefit, and, continuing to drink it, he ina
little timeafter, to his great Surprize, difcharged two
Stones near as big as Peas, and then, and not nll
then, he difcovered thar his Diforder was the Stone
‘and Gravel; upon which the Pain in the Bottom of
his Belly went off, he got Eafe in his Stomach, and
‘recovered his Appetite and Reft. He has fince
-voided Gravel at feveral Times, and of late, three,
fmaller Stones, which gave him Pain in their Paflage,
and he does not doubt, but that he voided Gravel
and {mall Stones formerly, without knowing it,
when 'he had thofe violent Fits, But now that he
knows what his Diforder is he can better guard
againft it. Thefe Fitsof the Gravel and Stone re-
turn now and then upon him, and are likely to do
fo, till they areall carried ‘offy for which Purpofe,
he finds Tar-water to be very ufeful. He aflured
me, that, {ince he began to drink Tar-water, which
he conftantly doth, he has not been confined one Day
with the Gout, He has had fome T'witches of itnow
and then, but they go off foon without Pain; and
as he has received fo much Benefit by Tar-water,
he often recommends the Ufe of it to others.

286. I am informed, thata Gentleman, who had
gone through a Courfe of Stephen’s Medicines,
took Tar-water, which he found more fuccefstul in
the Gravel. ;

287. Some Gentlemen, who, on catching the
leatt Cold, ufed to be troubled with fore chopp’d
Lips, which they could not heal or cure by any of
the Salves prefcribed for them, were eafed of that
Diforder by bathing their Lips with Tar-water,
which foon healed them; and they who had fore
and running Noftrils received the fame Benefit, by
bathing them with the Water. Thefe flight In-
ftances are mentioned, only to fhew the healing
Quality of Tar-water: and it isalfo found by Ex-

| perence
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perience thata Plaifter of Tar is a fafe and effetual
Cure for Sores and Swellings in the Backs of Horfes,
And now I am upon this Topick, I fhall beg Leave
to mention what feveral Gentlemen in ﬁ::rmed meof,
that they gave two or three Quarts of Tar-watera
I-'la to fome of their Horfes which had great Colds

Diforders, and received no Benefit by the
I)rcnches of Farriers, fo that they were afraid ¢ ‘.F:

covered. And perhaps it may be advifable in al i
Dlﬁcmpers of Brute Creatures, where the ---E
is corrupted, as in Glanders in Horfes, and in In- ~
fections of the horned Cattle and Sheep, which are
thought to be incurable, to give them Tar-water
warm in plenty, as it is found by Experience in fo.
many Inftances to correct and fweeten the Blood and
Julces of the Body, remove Ob{tru&mns, and in-
vigorate the Spirits, At leaft it may be proper to
make Tryal when the Cafe 1s defperate, 3
288, Thf: Small-pox having proved very mortal
laft Seafon, fome were advifed to give their Chil-
dren Tar-water warm, and the Eﬂ'::ét was, that they
who drank it before they were feized with the Small-+
pox, generally had it favourably; but they who
took it during the Time ot the Sicknefs alfo, came
off ttill better, there was no Appearance of Danger,
the Pock generally di{’timft, lictle or no Sicknefs,
and no Marks left by Thefe Accounts I had
from feveral Perfons {}f Credlt and in particular,
that in and about Clonmell, the Small-pox was fo
very fatal laft Summer, that above three Hundred
dyed of it, for the moft Part of the confluent Kind.

give their Children Tar-water warm, and in plenty,
as Mr. Gordon, an eminent Brewer there, did to
four or five of his Children, whoall came off very
well. This encouraged Mrs, Powel to give it to

three of her Children, who had the like Succefs, ang ?
ha
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had it fo favourably, that they were bardly fick.
‘Whereas others, who were treated in the common
Way, were for the moft part carried off by the Ma-
lignity of the Diftemper; and I can’t hear that any,
who took Tar-water, mifcarried. For which Reafon,
“many now fall into the Ufe of it with great Benefit,
and do not apprehend fuch Danger from that fatal
Diftemper as formerly they did. Such is the Power
and Efficacy of Tar-water in afflwaging and curing
- Feversand inflammatory Diforders.

289. The Reverend Mr. Skelton, Minifter of
Newry, made his Son about thirteen Years old,
drink Tar-water, before he had the Small- pox, and
when he was lately feized with it, he gave him a
full Wine-glafs of it every two Hours, during the
Time he was ill of the Diforder; by practifing on
him in this Manner, the Child was hardly fick, the
Pock filled very well, and left no Marks. When
Children are treated after this Manner in the Small-
pox, and drink plentifully of the Water warm, they
generally have it very favourably,

290. Several Inftances have been comimunicated
to me by Perfons of Credit, of wonderful and un-
expeted Cures performed by Tar-water in Difor-
ders peculiar to the Female Sex at the Times of
their Delivery; and alfo in provoking the Menfes
in fome where they were wanted, and in refiraining
them 1n others, when they become immoderate. But
in thefe Cafes, Names are not to be publithed.

291. There are feveral Gentlewomen in this
Town, whofe Names I f(hall forbear to mention,
who, having been troubled with Rheumatic Pains,
Oppreflion and Load in their Stomachs, Want of
Appetite and Reft, Streightnefs in their Chefls,
Cough, and fcorbutical Diforders, were cured or
greatly relieved by the Ufe of Tar-water, though
drank but in fmall Quantities. Several Gentlemen
of my Acquaintance were affe€ted the fame Way,

and
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and received the like Benefit.  But it would be end-
lefs to enumerate all of them, or to wait for more
Cafes, which come every Day to our Knowledge.
It any new remarkable Inftances fhould happen for
the Future, of Cures performed by Tar-water, in
any of the Diforders mentioned in this Narratives;
or if any Difcoveries thould be made of it’s Succefs
in other Diftempers; it is to be hoped that they,
who fhall receive the Benefit, will be fo good and
grateful, as to communicate the Particulars of their
Cafes, and that others will be found, who will give
themfelves the Trouble to colleét and publith them
for the good of Mankind, with or without the
Names of the Patients, as the Patients themielves
fhall defire. And this Requett is defired not only
in the Cafe of Tar-warter, butof every other Medi-
cine, which may have the fame good Effects.

292. Having now fwelled this Narrative to a
Size far beyond my firft Intentiops, I fhall forbear
troubling the Reader with any more Cafes. A
great Number of others have been mentioned to me
from Time to Time; but the Want of Leifure, or
Opporrunity of getring a particular Account from
the Patients themfelves, who lived at a Diftance,
and were Strangers to me, and the Shynefs of
others in communicating their Ailments and Re-
coveries, left their Names fhould be publifhed,
(though I alwaysdeclared that when I fhould publifh
the Cafe of any one, I would forbear mentioning
their Names if they defired it) for thefe Reafons,
I negleCted to make a Colleétion of more Cafes;
and indeed, there was the lefs Occafion for doing
fo, as every City and large Town in the Kingdom
can furnifh many Inftances of greatand unpexpected
Cures performed by Tar-water alone, which every
one may be fatisfied of the Truth of, who will give
himfelf che leaft Trouble of enquiring. Befides, as |
I was already furnifhed with a grear Number of

remark- |
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remarkable Cafes and Cures in feveral Diftempers,
I had the lefs Reafon to take Notice of others of the
fame Kind. But as the Power and Efficacy of Tar-
water, in curing many Diforders, 1s happily experien-
ced by great Numbers, and ftands {ufficiently con-
firmed by the many authentic Inftances produced in
this Narrative, which the World hath not been yet
‘acquainted with, it would be a Prejudice to Mankind
to defer any longer the Publication of them ; it being
reafonable toexpect, that others, in thelike Diforders,
may receive equal Benefit by the fame Means. It
has often grieved me, to hear of feveral Perfons dy-
ing of acute Diforders, which were f{uddenly and
effe¢tually cured by Tar-water alone, as appears
from feveral Inftances in this Narrative; and it is
probable, they might have received the fame Bene-
fic, if the fame Medicine had been made ufe of; at
leaft, it was proper to try it; when the Cafe was
defperate. For the Reafons aforefaid, it was high
Time to publith this Narrative, thatevery one may
be fully apprized of the Power of this Water, and
make trial of it in paralle! Cafes.

293. The Gentlemen of the Faculty, who are
Men of fuperior Skill and Abilities, can and will,
without Doubt, apply and improve thefe Hints and
Experiments. But though I am no Phyfician, yet
I hope I may be allowed to relate Matters of Fat
in this Narrative, and to give an hiftorical Account
of the Effets of Tar-water, as they were communi-
cated to me by Letters from the Patients them{elves,
and in their own Words, or from other Gentlemen,
who had their Informations from the Patients, at
the fame Time mentioning their Names and Places
of Abode. I took from others the Particulars of
their Cafes from their own Mouths, and for greater
Exactnefs, read them over to them, when they were
written down. I have mentioned fome Cafes, where

the Names of Perfons and Places are omitted 3 but
) thefe
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thefe Cafes I had from Gentlemen of Integrity and
Credit, who affured me of the Truth of the Fadts,
in the Letters which they fent me, at the Times
the Cafes happened, and when every Circumftance
was freth in their dMemories, which Lettersare now
in my Cuftody; they were not willing to mention
the Names of Patients, particularly of the Female
Sex, without their Confent, which could hardly be
obtained. But I have not the leaft Reafon to
doubt of the T'ruth of the Faéls, which are fo well
attefted. Burt if any Perfon fhould be defirous to
know the Names, or Places of Abode, of any of the
Patients whofe Names are omitted, I fhall, for their
private Satisfaction, gratify them 1n that 1’art1c:u-
lar.

294. Havingclofed my Regifter of Cafes, I fhalil
beg Leave to make fome Remarks, which occurred
to me from Reading thofe Cafes, and from the Ob-
fervations of my Correfpondents.

I. It muft be Matter of Surprize, to find, that in

the Space of one Year and an half, fuch a Number |

and Variety of Diftempers have been cured, or great-
ly relieved by this one Medicine. Thoufands have
received Benefit, and daily do receive Benefit in
Ireland, England, Holland, France, Portugal, and
Germany, by the Ufe of Tar-water. The Letters
fent to me fignify the fame; the leaft Enquiry may
fatisty others of the Truth thereof ; this Narrative
thews it, and the Index, hereunto annexed points
out the various Sorts of Ailments, wherein it has
proved fuccefsful. The Treatife on Tar-water,
called Siris, has been tranflated into the French, Low
Dutch, German and Portugefe Languages, and Ex-
traéts thereof have been publifthed in the Maga-
zines. By {o general a Publication, the Ufe of Tar-
water, asa Medicine, came to be univerfally known,
and being ftrongly recommended by the Author,
from his own Experience, for the Cure of feveral Di-

{ftempers,

e
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flempers, many were induced to make Trial of it,
and found immediate Relief: This encouraged o-
thers to make Ufe of it alfo, and they received the
fame Benefit thereby. And fuch was the growing
Credit of this Medicine, that feveral, who had been
long afflited with grievous Ailments, without re-
ceiving any Relief by the Prefcriptions of Phyficians,
though they never heard that Tar-water was made
ule of in the like Diforders, yet were willing to try,
and {oon found a wonderful and unexpected Relief.
Some who had taken Tar-water for one Diforder,
were, at the fame Time, affe¢ted with another, and
both were removed by this powerful Medicine,
Some of the Virtues of Tar-water were thus acci-
dentally difcovered, and by many fubfequent Trials,
on others, fully confirmed.

295. The happy Difcovery of the Efficacy of
Tar-water, in curing moft Kinds of Fevers and
Pleurifies, isa Thing of fingular and moft exten-
five Benefit to Mankind, and confirmed by fo many
Trials, that they who are acquainted with this Prac-
tice, think themfelves in little Danger from Fevers
and it is found by Experience, that the larger the
Quantity of Tar-water that istaken in Fevers by
the Patient, the fooner he recovers. If he takes
but two or three Quarts a Day, the Fever may lafk
.~ four or five Days; but if four, five, or fix Quarts, or
more, be drank warm in twenty four Hours, they
often find the Fever quite carried off in a Day or
two. And what is very remarkable, there is no
Inftance of Danger or Harm done by any Quantity
taken ; on the contrary, Patients in Fevers are in
higher animal Spirits, the more they drink, the
Water pafling through their Bodies by Urine or
Perfpiration, as faft as it is taken in, and thereby
carrying off the noxious Humours, and Venom of
the Diftemper the fooner, The Patientsat the fame
Time get found Sleep, and a better Appetite than

1o 18
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1s ufual in Fevers. My Correfpondents farther aft
fure me, that they never knew an Inftance where
warm T'ar-water was given betimfs in a Fever, and
in due Quantity, that it failed of Succefs. It is
Judged, that the greater Part of grown People, who
die in their Beds, die of fome Kind of Fever or o-
ther : Therefore, 1t Refpect were only had to this
one Article of Fevers, wherein Tar-water 1s fo fuc-
cefsful, 1t would feem to follow, that nothing is
more beneficial to the Life of Man, or that would
fave more Lives, than this Water duly prepared
and taken. .
296, II. The next Obfervation I fhall make, is,
on the Variety of Diftempers cured by Tar-water,
and even fuch as are oppofite in their Natures.
T'his has been judged to be impoflible by fome, who
have decried the Ufe of Tar-water : Thuuch Fa&t
and Experience, the fureft Guides for knnwmg the
Force of any Medicine, are entirely againft them;
not only in the Cafe of Tar-water, but of feveral
other Medicines, which frequently produce con-
trary Effe€ls in different Conftitutions, and {ome-
times different Effets in the fame Conititution.
Some who firft wrote and {poke againft Tar-water,
at the fame Time frankly owned, that they had ne-
ver made any trial of it. How then could they
form any Judgment of the good or bad Qualities of
it, orexpect that others fhould be {wayed by their
Opinions, when no Way fupported by Experiment,
the only fure Rule to go by? A Gentleman of the
Faculty, one Day, atked me, if Tar-water was a
Panacea or a Cure for all Diftempers. I told him,
that I thought no Body could anfwer that Queftion,
but a Perfon who had tried it in all Diftempers, and
in Variety of Cafes of every Diftemper, which I had
not done, and I believe no Body living had yet
done; and that until Trial had been made, no

Judgment could be formed in what Cafes it was
1 good
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good or not. I then defired leave to aftk him the
fellowing Queftion, In what Diforder Tar-water
was not good ? This, I faid, becaufe I was amply
furnifhed with many Inftances of Cures performed
by Tar-water in all the common Diftempers in Dub-
lin, to which I could refer him for his Satisfaétion,
if he thould mention any of them: but after confi-
dering fome time, he afked me, if it was good for
the Stone? Ianfwered, that I had not yet heard that
it was made Ufe of for the Stone, but that I could
give him many Inftances, where it was of great Ufe
in the Gravel, and I thought what was good for the
Gravel, might alfo be good for the Stone.  But that
in all thefe Cafes, nothing but Experience and un-
doubted Faéts can or ought to determine our Opini-
ons. Some who were offended to find Tar-water
recommended for {o many different Diftempers, for
that very Reafon were for exploding it, as of no
Ufe in any Cafe whatfoever ; without confidering
that whatever corrects and fweetens the Blﬂﬂd
mends the Stomach and removes Obﬁrué‘uuns, as
Tar-water manifeftly doth, muft be of Ufe in all
Diftempers, and thereby aflift Nature to make a
perfeét Cure. The unwerfal Medicine as well a
the Philofopher’s-ftone have been always treated as
vain Attempts: But if the former be pofiible in Na-
ture, no Medicine feems to bid fo fair for that Cha-
racter as Tar-water : but without making any Pre-
tenfions to fuch an extraordinary Prerogative, I (hall
only obferve, that it is happy for the World to be
poflefied of a Medicine that has done, and daily doth
great Service in fo many different Maladies, without
repining, that it cannot do the fame in all.

297. I1I. The third Remark I fhall make, is on
the Safety of this Medicine. Some Phyficians ad-.
vife and prefcribe it.  Others fay, that it 1s good in
many Cafes, and that they do not find it do Harm
in any. Some fay, that it is neither good nor bad,

L 3 while
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while others fuggeft, that it is dangerous in inflam-
matory Cafes, by an over-heating Quality : But the
contrary thereof is manifeft, from its curing Fevers,
Pleurifies, Small-pox, and other inflammatory Dif
orders, in a fhort Space of Time; and it is fo far
from increafing Inflammations, that it wonderfully
afluages them. Some Patients, on drinking Tar-
water, were immediately feized with a Vomiting,
which much alarmed them; but they foon found
that Tar-water, by thus difcharging a great deal of
foul Stuff out of their Stomachs, gave them imme-
diate Relief, and the Vomiting foon after {topped.
Others had a Purging for a Day or two, on taking
Tar-water, which theyalfodid not like; but the Pur-
ging foon ceafed, when itcarried off the peccant Hu-
mours, and they received great Bencfitby the Opera-
tion. Some Patients, who were troubled with violent
fcorbutical Diforders, Eruptions, Itch, Blotches, run-
ning Sores, found, on the drinking Tar-water a few
Days, that their Sores, Itchings, and Eruptions grew
more troublefome, and increafed on the Surface of
their Bodies, in greater Quantity and Violence, and
then thought Tar-water did them Harm ; fome were
fo imprudent as to ftop drinking the Water, when it
was doing them all the Good imaginable, by driving
from the Blood all the noxious Humours to the Sur-
face of the Body ; while others, who perfifted in
drinking it, foon found the Scurvy, Eruptions, and
other Blotches on their Bodies, die away and heal,
to their great Relief. Some, on whom Tar-water
works by Perfpiration, found that it made them
Coftive, and heated them ; upon this, they laid it
afide ; others, who in the like Cafe perfifted in
drinking it, foon found, that, after the Tar-water
had done i1ts Work by Perfpiration, they returned to
their natural State, and got the Relief they expect-
ed. Nature does not work two different Ways at
the fame Times if it works by Stool, Perfpiration
ceafes .
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ceafes for the Time ; if by Perfpiration, then the
other ftops. If both thofe Channels are ftopped,

there is no Way lefc for Nature to difcharge the
vitiated Humours, but by Urine: And this is the
way that Tar-water generally operates. Thefe are,
for the moft Part, the Cafes wherein Tar-water
has been imagined to do Harm. But it is hard,
that Tar-water thould be charged with doing Hurt
in fuch Cafes, when it was doing the greateft Ser-
vice to the Patients. It is true, that very. bad Tar,
and Tar-water, have often been made ufe of, and
as true, that feveral Perfons, at the Time they
drank Tar-water, indulged themfelvesin the Ufe of
ftrong Liquors, and Spirits ; and therefore, it is
no Wonder, if they did not receive the Benefit that
otherwife they might have got. On the whole, 1
do not find any Inftance, where Tar-water ever
did any real Harm, which cannot be faid of any
other Medicine.

298. IV. Chronical Diforders, wherein the whole
Mafs of Blood and Juices of the Body have been
long vitiated, require a Length of Time and Pati-
ence to effect a Cure; and if they be very grievous,
the Quantity of Tar-water to be taken in fuch
Cafes fhould be increafed from a Pint to a Quart a
Day, beginning with a Noggin or a Quarter of a
Pint, to find how it agrees with the Stomach ; and
{o continuing to drink it often in fmall Quantities;
it being found by Experience, that the more the Pa-
tients drink in fuch Cafes, the fooner they recover.

299. Scurvies make a great Part of the Ailments
of People, in this Part of the World, and yet we
find by the many Inftances produced in this Narra-
tive, that the worft Kinds of them, attended with
running Sores, Blotches, Scruff, &¢. were perfectly
cured by Tar-water, which heals up all the Sores,
and in fome Meafure, embalms {corbutic Bodies
alive,

L 4 3co. The
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300. The fame Succefs has attended internal Ul-
cers in the Bladder, Lungs, urinary Paflages, ve-
nereal Taints, and in Ulcers on the outward Parts
of the Body, owing to the healing Quality of Tar-
water. FEven the King’s-Evil, and other fcrophu-
lous Diforders, which are commonly reckoned incu-
rable, have yielded to the Power of this Water, as
may be feen by feveral Cafes in this Collection ; in-
fomuch, that we have Reafon to believe, that any
King’s Evil may be cured by Tar-water ; having
never heard thar it failed of Succefs, when regular-
ly and plentifully taken, and efpecially when at the
fame Time the Sores were anointed with the Oil
{kimmed from the Tar-water. |
301, Scald Head, inveterate Itch, and even Can-
cers, have yielded to the healing Quality of Tar-
water.
g02. Though nervous Cafes require a long time
to perfect a Cure, yet we find that Hyfterics, Fits,
and Palfies have been cured by Tar-wateralone, Mr.
Hanning’s Daughter mentioned 1n the Collection,
who was feized with a Pally, fo that fhe could
neither fpeak nor move a Limb in Nevember laft,
is now in March following, brifk and lively, and
erfe@ly well, notwithftanding the Severity of the
Neather., And | am informed, that a Woman,
~who was troubled with Fits for above a Twelve-
month, which often returned, and caufed her to
lye fpeechlefs and fenfelefs a long Time together,
being advifed to take Tar-water, a Quart a Day 3
on doing fo, fhe had but one Fit in three Weeks
paft, and that occafioned by a Fright. I know of
gthers, who having been long troubled with Fits,
have had no Return of them fince they began to
drink Tar-water, It is advifed in fuch Cafes, to
give it freely and boldly. ,
303. Many ‘Inftances are produced of Perfons
who have been cured or greatly relieved of Difor-
' | derg



‘ders in the Bowels, Colics, Megrims, inveterate

- Head-achs, Agues, Rheumatifms, exceflive Thirft,

“and fixed Pains in fome Parts of the Body. Others,
who were tortured with exceflive Pains, on taking
Tar-water, unexpectedly difcovered that their Ail-
ment was owing to the Stone and Gravel, in dif-

. charging which, they found Tar-water to be very
ufeful.

304. Many who laboured under a lownefs of Spi-

' rits, Diforders in their Stomachs, want of Appetite
- and Sleep, found thofe Diforders carried of by the
Ufe of Tar-water-.

305. many are the Inftances of thofe who being
long affli¢ted with Afthmas, Shortnefs of Breath,
and Difficulty of Breathing, violent Coughs, Wheez-
ing, Stuffings and Decays, fore Throats and Squin-
cy, have been either entirely cured, or greatly re-
lieved by Tar-water.

206. As to the Gout, the Difeafe of the Rich,
we find that fome, greatly afflicted with that Dif-
order, by the conftant and regular Ufe of Tar-wa-
ter, have had no Return of their Fits fince they be-
gan to drink the Water; occalioned by a kindly
Perfpiration in their Limbs, which they never had
before, and which recovered the Ufe of them, and
removed all their Pains. Others, on drinking the
‘Water, found the fame Benefit; but by laying afide
the Ufe of it too foon, their Fits returned upon
them, though later than ufual, yet with this Ad-
vantage, that they were not fo violent nor lafting.
Others grown in Years and much enfeebled with the
‘Gout, though they got Spirits, Appetite, and Reft,
and fome Relaxation of their Pains by the Ufe of
Tar-water, yet, as this Liquor was not to their Tafte,
they either difcontinued the Ufe of it, or took itin
fuch fmall Quantities, that the Weaknefs in their
L.imbs ftill continued, and their Fits returned on

Change of Weather, or on catching Cold. And
now
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now we find by Experience, that the {ureft Way of
dealing with the Gout, isnot only to drink the Wa-
ter before and after the Fir, but during the whole
Time of the Fit, and that in the Quantity ofa Quart
a Day, warm, which gives fuch a Difcharge by Per-
fpiration or Urine, as relieves Nature and removes
the Pains. But if Gentlemen will continue in the
Ufe of ftrong Liquors, and high Feeding, it muft
be prefumed, that the fame Caufe will {till produce
the fame Effects, -
307. As to the Small-pox, with which nine =
Parts in ten of all People are {eized in one Part or ©
other of their Lives in this Part of the World, T
fhall only obferve, that the great Number of Ne- ¢
groes cured on the Coaft of Guinca of the Small- =
pox by Tar-water, as mentioned in this Narrative,
and many others who have been cured in thisKing- =
dom the latter End of laft Seafon, when it was fo ©
rife and mortal, by the fame Means, evidently thew, =
that Tar-water is a fovereign, fafe, and efficacious
Medicine for the Cure of this fatal Diftemper, by |
giving it warm, and in Plenty, both before, and in |
the whole Time of the Illnefs. And I donotdoubr,
but that others, who will put it in Practice, will
find the fame furprizing Succefs.
308. But the greateft and moft ufeful Difcovery |
of this, or perhaps of any other Age, is that of Tar- 3
water curing fo fuddenly and effectually, all Sorts |
of Fevers, Pleurifies, and inflammatory Diftempers,
whereby two Thirds of Mankind are carried off be-
fore their nataral Time. Thefe Maladies deftroy
more of the human Species, than all the Artillery 1
great and fmall in the World can do, and yet are .
them{elves eafily fubdued by Tar-water. '
This late Difcovery of the Virtues of Tar-water
ftands {o confirmed by the Authentic Proofs menti- |
oned in the Narrative, that nobody can doubt the |
Truth thereof, who doth not at the fame Time de- |

nys
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ny Fa&s, which are {o many, and fo well attefted.
But this may be put on a fhort Iffue, it is in the
Power of any one, and every one is concerned in
the Event, to make a fair Tryal of the Truth or
Falfhood of this Difcovery, and fee whether Tar-
water taken in due Time and Quantity, before the
Feverhas utterly deftroyed the Crafis and Conftitu-
tion of the Blood, will not entirely {ubdue and
carry off the Fever in a few Days, of any kind

whatever, |
309. But then to give Tar-water fair Play, the
following Caution fhould be obferved, which has
been found neceffary in many Inftances, viz, That
the Water be good in its kind, that it be admini-
ftered to the Patient lying in Bed, in the Beginning
of the Fever, and that warm, in the Quantity of
half a Pint or more every half Hour, according
to the Age and Strength of the Perfon, till the Pa-
tient takes {ix or eight Quarts in the Space of twen-
ty four Hours; and that no other Medicine be ta-
ken with it; that Care be taken againft catching
Cold ; that when the Fever abates, no Nourifhment
be given but what is very light and cooling ; and
that when the Fever is gone, the Patient keep his
Bed a Day or two longer, free from Noife and Peo-
ple’s talking, to preventa Relapfe. It is found by
Experience in many Inftances, that Patients in Fe-
vers cannot drink too much Tar-water, there is no
Danger from Excefs, the more they drink the fooner
they are cured; it hath been often obferved, that
the Heatand Thirft they have on fuch Occafions fo
reconciles the Water to them, that they can drinka
great Quantity without difguft; they have general-
ly a great flow of Spirits during the whole Time
they drink, get Intervals of Sleep, and when the
Fever abates, they have commonly keen A ppetites,
which ought not to be indulged too foon or too
much. It is amazing to fee with what Speed and
Succels
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Succefs Tar-water taken copioufly, as above-men-
tioned, cures the moft violent Pleurifies, without
Blifters or Medicines, and without bleeding, which
in the common Practice is exceffive. It is faid, the
late Honourable Mr. Hamilton, Colleétor at Cork,
had 150 Ounces taken from him in pleuretic Dif-
temper of which he died. It isproper to repeatand
inculcate the Advantage of being cured by a Cor-
diel, rather than by Evacuations, which at beft often
leave a Patient weak and languifthing for Years to-
gether. Nothing is fo dangerous as neglecting the
Beginnings of Fevers. Principiis obffa, is a good
Maxim with Refpect to the natural as well as poli-
tical Body: Some Peopleare apt to hold out as long
as they can, and go abroad with Fevers upon them;
By thus expofing themfelves, they inflame their
Diforders, and render them very dangerous. The
beft Courfe to take in fuch Cafes is to go to Bed
and drink Tar-water. The Efficacy of Tar-water
in curing Fevers, evidently fhews, that it is not of
an inflaming or heating Nature. And yet fome
have thought themfelves heated by Tar-water, who
at the fame Time drank too freely of ftrong Liquors.
And I am credibly informed, that fome noted
Drinkers of Whifky complained that Tar-water
gave them the Megrim, a Diforder which in others,
it is known to have cured. If therefore any one
complains of being heated by Tar-water, let it be
enquired at the fame Time whether he doth not
indulge himfelfin the Ufe of fermented or diftilled
Liquors.
3r0. Some People cannot comprehend, that a
Medicine, which in {low gradual Courfe removes
chronical Difeafes, fhould be proper in acute Cafes
which require Difpatch. But nothing hinders, why
the fame Medicine, which drank daily in fmall
Quantities proves a leifurely Cure for chronical Ills,
may not alfo, if drank copioufly, and in very largs
Quantities,
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uantities prove a {peedy Cure for acute Cafes,
~ fuch as all kinds of Fevers.

311. Having thus recapitulated feveral Maladies
in which Tar-water has been found fuccefstul, I
fhall beg Leave to recommend the Ufe of it na
particular Manner to feafaring Men, who are fo
ufeful to every trading Nation, and whofe Lives
ought therefore to be preferved with the utmoft
Care. They are fubject to many Diftempers, be-
fides thofe common to other Men at Land, which
they contract at Sea, by the Change and Inclemen-
cy of the Weather in long Voyages, by the Heat or
Cold of the Climate, by great Fatigues, falt Provi-
fions, clofe fuffocating Air in the Ships, &Fc. which

roduce Fevers, Calentures, Scurvies of feveral
Kinds, Ulcers, running Sores, Loofenefs of their
Teeth and many other Diforders, for which they
commonly have little or no Provifion of Medicines
or Accommodation, or any Perfon on board of Skill
to affift them, by which Means great Numbers of
them perith miferably. Now as it is found by Ex-
perience, that Tar-water cures thofe Diforders, it is
recommended, thatin every Ship, Provifion be made
of feveral Barrels of good Tar, and that a Veflel of
Tar-water be always prepared to be given in Plenty
to fuch of the Crew, who happen to labour under
any of thofe Diftempers; by which Means, the
Lives of Thoufands may be faved. Spruce-Beer,
which is a great Antifcorbutic, and a-kin to Tar-
water, would alfo be very ufeful in Sea Voyages.
3r12. Since Tar-water is fo fafe and cheapa Medi-
cine, and found by Experience to cure many chro-
nical Diftempers as well as flicht Diforders, it is
recommended to provide Tarand Tar-water inevery
Hofpital, Infirmary, and Work-houfe; and that a
Barrel of Tar-water be always at hand for every
one to repair to, who may be afflicted with fuch

Maladies, to drink thereof, as much, and as often
as



158 The Effeéts of !
as there is Occafion. By thefe Means, the Lives |
of Numbers may be ﬁwed and the Patients either |
cured or greatly relieved. From many Tryals of |
the good Effeéts of this Medicine, we find that the
Ufe of Tar-water is introduced into the Hofpitals at
Lifbon, with great Advantage. We have many In-
ftances in this Narrative of People, who were kept

a long T'ime in the Infirmaries, in Order to be cured,
and were afterwards turned out as Incurable, and
yet thofe very People, were in fome Time after per-
fectly recovered by Tar-water, to the Surprize of
thofe who had them under their Care before. Be-
fides, this Method would fave grzat Sums to the
Hofpitals in the Expence for Medicines. And as
all Hofpitals and Infirmaries are fupported at the
Charge of the Public, or by private Donations and
voluntary Contributions, it ihould be the Bufinefs
of thofe concerned in the Government of them, to
leffen the Expence as much as pofiible, confiftent
with the Health and Lives of the Patients. And I
am inclined to believe, that many of thofe who are
lodged in Gxy’s and other Hofpitals as Incurables,
may be cured or greatly relieved by Tar-water,and
{fo make room for others to be admitted. Whereas
at prefent, little Care is taken of their Recovery, as
being deemed incurable, and they ftay there only
to fpend a wretched Life. Though it is believed
that fome of them would be forry to be cured, and
thereby be obliged to leave the Hofpital, where
they live in tolerable Eafe, to get a Livelihood a-
broad by their own Labour. This deferves the
Attention of the Public,

313. It is recommended to all Gentlemen who
live in the Country and Market-towns, that in Com-
paffion for their poor Tenants, Neighbours and
Servants, they will be fo good and humane, asto
provide Quantities of Tar, and make Tar-water
thereof, and diftribute the fame liberally to fuch as

want
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- want it, and are deftitute of all Means, which are

proper to cure them of the Diforders they are fre.
quently afflicted with. :

214. The Ufe of Tar-water 1is alfo recommend-
ed to fedentary Perfons, which by its diuretic Qua-
lity, greatly prevents Elead-ach, Bloating, Dropfy,
Stone and Gravel, which fedentary People are {ub-
ject tofrom the want of Exercife.

315. V. In allodd and new Cafes, where People

- areat a lofs what to do, and even in defperate Cafes

where Patients are given over, and no Hopes left,

. it is recommended to try Tar-water, which has

been found in feveral Inftances to recover Patients

 from the Brink of Death.

316. I have an Account, that Tar-water is in
great Vogue at Paris, notwithftanding the En-

- deavours of fome interefted Perfons againft it. An

Irifb Phyfician prefcribes it to his French Patients
with great Succefs, and has got into good Bufinefs

| thereby.

317. Since I have mentioned foreign Practice, it
comes into my Thoughts to infert the Teftimo-
ny or Atteftation of two foreign Phyficians, again{t
the Notion of an inflaming Heat in Tar-water, en-
tertained by {fome among us who would decry that
Medicine. Do&or De Linden, a German Phyfician
now in London, wrote a Letter about fix Months
ago, from which are taken the following Extracts.
It feems that learned Foreigner had miftaken the
Senfe of Siris, as attributing fuch Heat to Tar-
water, which Opinion both he and his foreign
Correfpondent, fet themfelves to refute. 1 myfelf
(faith Do&or De Linden) bave drank about twenty
five Gallons of Tar-water conflantly every twenty-four
Hours three Pints, and that of theColour of Spanifh -
Wine, and I never found any Effeét that we may call
a phyfical Heat in the Blood, notwithftanding that 1 am
of a very fanguine Temperament, and the leaft Thing can

occafion
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occafion in me an Inflamation, He adds, I would
w0t have taken the Freedom 1o acquaint you with this
if I bad not in this Point been attacked by the firfp
Phyfician to a certain great crowned Head in Ger-
many, and Prefident of a moft illufirious Collegium
Medicum. After which, Doétor De Linden, fets
down Part of this Correfpondent’s Letter, contain-
ing the following Words: 7 am glad we bave got
into our Facully a Reverend Diviney but I am fill
anore pleafed with bis Difcovery s and 1 agree in every
Thing with bim, becaufe I bave experienced Tar-
water myfelf s but there is one Error committed. He
then proceeds to refute the Error, fuppofed to be in
Siris, viz. that Tar-water is Heating. After which,
he fubjoins thefe Words: Iz Reality, Tar-water is
of fizch a mild Nature, that it never can inflame, nor
create an Inflamation in the Blood. 1 agree with every
Thing elfe, and bleffed Thanks be to the Bifbop for bhis
valuable Difcovery, It is probable, Foreigners might
miftake warming for beating 3 and {o conceive that
when Tar-water was faid in Siris to warm, it was
underftood to heat. Burt certain it is, that in many
Parts of that Treatife, all inflaming Heat is exprefs-
ly denied to be in Tar-water. Thusin the feventy-
fourth Section it is faid 3 The Sﬂfﬂ, the Spirits, the
Heat of Tar-water, are af a wm_pemmra congenial
to the Nature of Man, which receives from it &
kindly Warmib, but no inflaming Heat. And in-the
following Section, Tar-water is affirmed to heﬁ: |
far from increafing a feverifp Inflammation, that it is
on the contrary, a nost ready Means to allay and ex-
tinguifb i, There are fo many other Paffages to
the fame Effe&t, throughout the whole Book of
Siris, that it would be endlefs, as well as needlefs to
enumerate them. '
318. I fhould not omit to take Notice, that fe-
veral Ladies, who had received great Benefit by
Tar-water, at the fame Time recovered their Com-
plexions
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plexions and Bloom, and thac others, who had
{queamifth Stomachs, and could not bear to take
Tar-water in the Morning before Breakfaft, yet
found it to agree well with them an Hour or two
after eating. An old Lady has been greatly re-
lieved hy drinking conftanrly every Day, no more
than one Wine-glafs in the Morning, :

319. A great Deal depends on the Goodnefs of
Tar-water. Tar being looked upon as a Naval
Store, could not be imported without Rifque and
Difficulty in time of War: Hence for fome time no
Tar could be got that was fit for making Tar-
water ; fome was adulterated with the Mixture of
other Stuff, and Rerailers frequently fold for frefh
Thar, that which had been formerly ufed. By thefe
Means feveral have been difappointed and abufed by
bad Tar-water; fuch Tar-water asis of a brown
Colour or fweerifh flat Tafte, is bad, but theywho
have once drank good Tar-water, can ealily diftin-
guifh the bad, which has no Spirit. Liquid Tar,
which is the firft runring from the Billets, from
whence the Tar flows by {mothering Heat of Fire,
1s generally the beft. And yer no certain Judg-
ment can be formed of the Goodnefs of Tar, by the
Colour or Confiftence, till Frial be made, by
making Tar-warter of it.  When a Veflel of Tar
has ftood long on an End, a Sedimentoften falls to
the Bottom, which Sediment thould not be made
Ufe of for Tar-water.

320. The adding artificial Helps to plain fimple
Remedies, often difturbs their Operation,and render

- thofe Medicines ineffetual : I have an Account of
' two Cafes, where Phyficians preferibed the Bark
| with Tar-water: But the Patients found not the
- Benefit, tillthey took Tar-water alone. Some have
| put a Drop of the Oil of Nutmegs to a Glafs of
| Tar-water, which made it more palatable ; others
| have added a fmall Spoonful of Mead, W hite-wine,

& M or
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or Cyder, which made the Draught more agreeab&'
but it were better no Spirits fhould be taken with ity
or any Thing elfe that might weaken the Virtue ¢ *-‘7
the Water, and it is therefore more advifeable to take
it pure, :mfj a little Ufe will reconcileit to the Palate,
Fir-trees grow naturally in moft Parts of the
World, in hot Countries as well ascold, but chiefly
in the mountainous Parts of both, After this Man-.
ner, Providénce furnithesin great Plenty, the Means,
“of preferving Health and Life by the fimplet Mc*--
dicines. |
321. It is proper to warn thofe who expec’t the:
whole Benefit of Tar-water, tobe very temperate in-
the Ufe of ftrong Liquors fermented or diftilled.
They weaken and fruftrate the Powers of Tar-water,
“which of itfelf s a fufficient Cordial. - It hasa
great Effeét upon the Nerves and Spirits, animates
the Heart without difordering the Brain, and isdn
Antidote againft Cold, Fatigue, and Thirft, That
.1s certainly the beft Cordial which encreafes the ani- -
mal Spirits, without inflaming the Blood, or difturb-
ing the Nerves, as all inebriating Liquors never fail
to do: It this be the Effeét of l"ar—water, as T am
aflured 1t s, 1t n‘my be of Ulfe in our Armies and
Fleets. _

322. I have no View in giving myfelf thfls
Trouble, but to promote the good of Mankind,
without any Defire to incroach on the Province of
Others. They who railed and argued againft Tar-'
water on the firft Publication of Siris, infifted that
particular Cafes, withall their Circumftances, fhould
have been exhibited to the Publick, that they might =
examine into the Truth of the Cafes, and be better
able to judge of the Effeéls of this Water. - The
Names of Perfons, who were alledged as Inftances =
of the Virtues thereof, were not mentioned in Siris. 8
* On this Omiffion thr.y triumphed, and treated the
Whole with Ridicule. But this Narrative fuffici- =
3 ently
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ently fupplies that Defect, and 1s the beft Anfwer to
all their Objections. Such a Number of Cafes fo
fully defcrlbed and attefted, muft be the beft Refu-
\tation of all their Railleries and Reafonings, which
are direétly againft Matter of Fadt, the r.me fafe
Rule to judge by.

- 323. It is very probable, that I fhall be judged,
and even condemned by fome, for being {o fanguine,
‘and fo greatly prepoffeffed in Favour of Tar-water.
JTown I am, but it 1s for the beft Reafon in the
World. I am fully convinced of the Efficacy of
Tar-water in curing a great Number of Diftempers
of the moft grievous and dangerous Kinds, by the
many Inftances, Cafes, and Matters of Faé, pro-
duced in this Narmtwt, and communicated to me
from time to time, by a great Number of Gentle-
men and others of good Credit and Integrity from
all Parts; who had no other View in fo doing, than
that others might receive the fame Benelit they
had obtained themfelves. And all this fo well at-
tefted, that I have not the leaft doubt of the Truth
thereof, 1f there are any, who have any Doubts,
they may repair to the Patients themfelves, whofe
Names and Places of Abode, are herein mentioned
for that very Purpofe, and be fully fatished of the
Truth of all, or any of the Cafes herein related. I
have recommended Tar-water myfelf to many ; fe-
veral of them were perfectly cured of their Diforders;
- hardly one that did not receive Benefit, and none
- that got Harm by it. 'What greater Proof can be
given of the Truth or Certainty of any Matter of
Fact? Or what better Criterion or Rule can be
~ chofen for determining the Ufe of Power of aiy
Medicine, than many and frequent Trials and Ex-
periments, well attefted and vouched, and open to
all the World? Such Proofs and Evidencesare pro-
duced in behalf of Tar-water. Some few Inftances
_ of Cures wrought by Tar-water, being communi-
M 2 catecd
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cated to me in the Beginning, induced me to make
farther Inquiries into the Eifedts of it; the more I
enquired, the more I was fatisfied of the extraordina-
ry Virtues of Tar-water: And found many as ready
to communtcate their Cafes, as I was to receive =
them. From thefe Informations, this Narrative hag |
been formed, and has fwelled to the Size the Reader
feesitin, 1 had promifed to publith {fuch Cafesas
occdrred to me; they who fent them, as well as =
others, expeéted it from me, and it would have been =
very wrong, and even criminal in me, to have ftifled
or fupprefied them. -
- 324. The Variety of Examples in the Collection
will direct any Perfons, where to find their Cures in |
particular Cafes for which they might not otherwile
think of T'ar-water. And for this Purpefe, anal-
phabetical Index or Table is annexed to this Narra-
tive, which points cut the feveral Diftempers men-
tioned in this Colleétion, wherein Tar-water has
proved fuccefsful, with a Reference to the Sections,
where thofe Diftempers are taken Notice of,

325. After the foregoing Sheets were printed off,
the following Inftances of curing the King’s-evil by
Tar-watercame to my Knowledge, and are therefore
inferted in this Place. '

A particular Gentleman having informed me of
three Perfons cured of the King’s-evil, he brought to
my Houfe,atmy Defire, on the 12thof March 1745,
two of the Patients, and a Gentlewoman, who is a
near Relation of the Third, who gave me the fol-
lowing Account of their Cafes. |

326. Martha RQuarle, about eleven Years old,
tate of Glafhevin, and now living in Dolphins-barn-
lane, near the Rofe and Crown, {oon after the hard
Froft was afflicted with running Sores, and Holes in
one of her Hands and Arms, and under one of her
Eyes, which continued to increafe, infomuch that
it infected her upper Jaw; in this Condition fhe .

was
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was fent to Mercers Hofpital, where the ftayed three
Weeks, in which time the Sore under her Eye
was a little healed, and ftopped running; but in a
Fortnight after fhe left the Hofpirtal, it broke out
again, and a Splinter of a Bone came off from her
Hand. But in 1744 her Parents were advifed to
ive her Tar-water, halfa Pint a Day, and toapply
a Plaifter of Tar toall the Sores, and a large Teent
covered with the Plaifter to the Hole under her Eye:
Inalittle time, a large Piece of her Jaw-bone, with
fome of her Teeth, came off, and by drinking the
Water, and applying the Plaifters for near three
Months, all her Sores healed, and fhe perfeétly re-
covered, and has continued well this Year and half
aft.
s 32%, Wiiliam Murray, about twelve Years old,
Son of Matthezw Murray, in Black-borfe-lane, had
running Sores in his Hands and Legs foon after the
great Froft, fo that he was not able to ftir a Foort,
and had great Pains in his Head for a Year. The
Boy drank Tar-water, which in a Fortnight’s Time
carried off the Pains in his Head and then applied
the Tar-Plaifter to the Sores a little before laift
Christmas,whereby all the Soresare healed up,leaving
a great many Marksin his Arm.  And the Boy {till
continues to drink Tar-water, and finds bimfelf very
hearty.

328. A young Gentlewoman, aged 21 Years,
from the Time fhe was three Years old had a run-
ning Evil in one of her Hands, and her Jaws, and
the continued in this State many Years without Re-
lLief: She was at the Waters of Loughleab, in the
County of Cavan, and was long under the Care of
Surgeons without Benefit. Splinters of Bone came
from her Hands, But in 1744 fhe drank Tar-
water in fmall Quantities,and applied the Plaifter of
Tar, which in four Months Time healed them up,

and fhe is now perfectly well.
M 3 329. And
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- 229. And on the 13th of March 1745, Fames
Moony, Shoe-maker, Sen of Arthur Moeony, who
lives at the Bulls-bead in Stafford Street, came to me
at the Defire of a Gentleman to give me his Cafe
which is as follows: In the Winter after the great
Froft, he was affli®ted with running Sores, which
broke out in many Parts of his Left-hand, and in
his Back, and quite difabled him from following his
Trade, -and for which he tried many Things with-
out any Bencfit. He attended at the Infirmary on
the lnns-quay, for two Months, where many Surgeons
practifed upon hims but he got no Relief by any
Things they did, and was at laft told by them, that
there was no other Remedy than to cut off his Hand L
above the Wrift: Upon which, heattended no more
at the Infirmary. But in Auguf 1745, he was ad-
vifed to drink Tar-water; which he did for two
Months, about a Pint a Day, and wathed the Sores
with the fame Liquor, and the Effe¢t was, that he
found the Sores begin to heal in the fecond Meonth,
and moft of them were healed up in the End of that
Month, and he recovered his Appetite and Spirits, ]

|
|
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which he had loft before, and then laid afide Tar-
water, before he was perfeétly cured, having two
fmall Sores not quite healed; but he has began to
drink the Water again, and finds himfelf much bet-
ter already, and hopes to perfect his Cure in a
little Time.
_ 330.Itis very probable that thefe Patients, would
have been fooner cured, if they had taken Tar-water
in great Plenty ; halfa Pint a Day was too fmall a
Quantity to effeCta Cure in a thort time: In fuch
grievous Cafes a Quart a Day fhould have been
taken, which might have recovered the Patients in
Jefs than half the Time, as we find to have hap-
pened 1 other Inftances; and the Water thould not
be laid afide, till they were perfeétly cured,
331. In fome Hofpitals and Infirmaries, where
Patients
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Patients have had their Hands, Arms, or Le:ﬂ;_s;
fwollen and inflamed with terrible running Seres,
which ate into, and rotred the Bones, and which
could not be cured by any of their Medicines, the
Surgeons in fuch Cafes, for fear of a Gangrene or
Mortification, fometimescut off the Limb; which,
if it doth not end with the Death of the Patient,
reduces him at leaft to Want and Begoary. Such
Operations fhould not be attempted, but in the laft
Extremity. And we have Reafon to fufpe&, that it
is fometimes done without fuch Neceffity ; in Regard
we find feveral Patients mentioned in this Narrative,
who were condemned to be ferved the fame Way,
as the only Means to fave their Lives; and being
told fo much, and terrified, ranaway, or quicted the
Hofpital; yet thofe very Patlents were afterwards
recovered by the Ufe of Tar-water, and perfectly
reftored to tht: Ule of their Limbs, withoutany fuch
Mutilations. Itis to be hoped that for the future,
we fhall hear buat litde of fuch Amputations, fo
fhocking to Nature, fince we find that Tar-water
not nnly prevents thofe Ailments from coming m 1
dangerous Height, but cures them when they do
and when all other Hopes areloft. And indeed, i i
is reafonable to believe, when the whole Mafs of
Blood i1s corrupted, that the cutting off a Limb will
- not cure the Corruption, which will be apt to break
out in fome other Part.

332. The Murrain, which has lately raged in
many Parts of Eurgpe, among the horned Cattle,
and now prevails in fome Parts of England, thould
engage our Atrention to prevent the {preading of fo
deftroctive a Malady. And as this Dli’tempcl ap-
pears by its Symptoms to be a Kind of Fever, it is
recommended that Tar-water be tried in the follow-
ing Manner: Let the fick Bealt have poured down
its Throat a Quart of warm Tar-water, made
ftronger than ufual, by ftirring each Gallon cight or

M 4 ten
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ten Minutes, and this to be repeated every Hour or
two for the firft Day, while the Beaft is awake. On
the fecond, let one Half of the former Quantity be
given, and on the third Day, half of that which was
given on the fecond : Which laft Quantity is to be
continued till the Cure is perfected ; during which
time, the Beaft fhould be houfed and lie warm. [
have no Experience of the Succefs of this Method,
as there is no Infeclion of that Kind in this King-
dom, but recommend it from the analogous Effetts
that Tar-water hath in curing Fevers and Infetions,
It is worth while totry it for the good of the Publick,
the Expence being but 2 Trifle. It may be advife-
able alfo to dawb the Noftrils, Fars, &&c. of all the
Cattle, whether infected or not, to prevent catching; -
or communicating the Infeétion by the Air, And
alfo to make the Beaft fwallow one Egg-fhell full or
two of crude Tar.

333. | thall add no more, but only fubjoin to this
Treatife two Lettersfrom the Author of Siris; the
firft addrefied to me, containing fome farther Re-
marks on the Virtues of Tar-water, and the Me-
thods for preparing and ufing of it, which was firft
publifhed in the Year 17445 and the fecond, lately
fent to me from the fame Author, containing fome
farther Difcoveries, Obfervations and Refle€tions on
the Virtues and Efiects of Tar-water.

A LET-
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Thomas Prior, Elq;

AUTHOR. of .SLELS,

Containing fome farther Remarks on the Virtues
of TAr-wAaTER, and the Methods for preparing
and ufing it,

Non fibi, fed toti.
Nothing is more difficult and difagreeable, than to argue Men out
of their Prejudices ; I foall not, therefore, enter into Controverfies on

this Subjeld, but if Men d:/pute and objed, fball leae the Decifion
te Time and Trial. Siris, Seét, 68.

B ﬁ MONG the grear Numbers who drink Tar-

water in Dublin, your Letter informs me, there

are fome that make or ufe it in an undue Man-
ner. To obviate thefe Inconveniences, and render this
Water as generally ufeful as poffible, you defire [ would
'draw up fome general Rules and Remarks in a {mall Com-
 pals, which accordingly I here fend you.

2. Pour a Gallon of cold Water on'a Quart of liquid
Thar, in a glazed Earthen Veffel ; ftir, mix and work them
thoroughly rogether, with a wooden Ladle, or flar Stick,
for the Space of five or fix Minutes. Then ler the
Veflfel ftand clofe covered three Days and Nights,
that the Tar may have full Time rto fubfide. After
which, having firft carefully fkimmed ir, without mov-

ng
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ing the Veflel, pour off' the clear Water, and keep it m-
Bortles, well “cotked, for Ufe:. This. Method  will. pre
duce a Liquor ftronger than that firft publifh’d in S:ru,
but not offenfive if carefully fkimmed. It is a good gene-
ral Rule, bur as Sromachs and Conftitutions are various,:
it may admit of fome Latitude. Lefs Water or more ftir-
ring, makes it ﬁrnnger as more Water, or lefs fhrrmg,
makes it weaker. It is to be noted, that if feveral Gals
lons are made at once in the fame Veﬂ"e} you muft ad .f;'_'f‘
five or {ix Minutes ftirring for every GalIun Thus

or twelve Minutes ftirring.
3. The fame Tar will not do fo well a fecond Time,'
but may ferve for other common Ufles: ‘The putting of
"T'ar thar hath been ufed, for freth Tar, would be a bad
Fraud. To prevent which, it is to be noted, that Tar al-=
ready ufed is of a lighter Brown than other Tar. The only
"Tar that I have ufed, is that from our Northern Colonies
in America, and that from Norway; the latter being thina®
ner, mixeth eafier with Water, and feems to have more™
Spiric.  If the former be made ufe of (as I have known ic*
with gooc Succefs) the Tar»watcr will Tequire longer ftir-
ring to make ir. : »
4. Tar-water, when right, is not paler than French, nor
decper coloured than Spani/hb\White-wine, and full as clear 3
it there be not a Spirit very fenfibly perceived in drinking,
you may conclude the Tar-water" is nor good ; if you
would have it good, {ec it made yourfelf. Thofe who be
gin with it, little and weak, may, by Habit, come ro dring
more and ﬁrmngcn Accbrding to the Sr:aﬁm, or the Hu="
mour of the Patient, it may be drank either cold or warm:
In Colics I take it o be beft warm, If it difgufts aPanf.- :
wart, let him try it cold, and wvice verfa. If at ﬁrﬂ: G
creates, to fome fqueamith Peﬂbns a little Sicknefs at
mach, or Nau!‘eamw, it may be reduced both in anl
and Q_mnurv In -:renf:'*ai {mall Inconveniences are ei=
ther removed, or borne with fmall Trouble ; it lays undegs
no Reftraint, as to Air, Exercife, Cloaths, or Dier, and
may be aken at all Times of the Year. -
5. As to the Quantity in common chronical Indifpofi=
tions, one Pinc of Tar-water a Day may fuffice, taken on
an empry Sromach, at two or ﬂ:'ur Times, to wit, N:g
2 and
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and Morning, and about two Hours after Dinner and
Breakfaft ; more may be raken by ftrong Stomachs. Al-
teratives in general, taken in {mall Dofes, and often, mix
beft with the Blood ; how oft, or how ftrong each Sto-
mach can bear, Experience will thew. But thofe who
labour under great and inveterate Maladies, muft drink
a greater Quantity, at leaft one Quart every twenty-four
Hours, taken at four, fix, or cight Glaffes, as beft fuirs
the Circumftances and Cafe of the Drinker. All of this
Clals muft have much Patience and Perfeverance in the
Ufe of this, as well as of all other Medicines, which, if
fure and fafe, muft yer, from the Nature of Things, be
flow in the Cure of inveterate chronical Diforders. In
acute Cafes,” Fevers of all Kinds, it muft be drank in Bed
warm, and in great Quantity, (the Fever flill enabling the
Patient to drink) perhaps a Pint every Hour, which I
have known to work furprifing Cures. Bur it works fo
quick, and gives fuch Spirits, that the Patients oficn
think themfelves cured before the Fever hath quite left
them. Such therefore fhould not be impartient to rife,
or apply themfelves too- foon to Bufinefs, or their ufual
Diet.
6. To fome, perhaps, it may feem, that a flow Altera-
' tive in chronical Cafes, cannot be depended on in Fevers
. and acute Diftempers, which demand immediate Relief,
But I affirm, that this fame Medicine, which is a flow Al-
' terative in chronical Cales, I have found to be alfo a moft
immediate Remedy, when copioufly taken, in acute and
| inflammatory Cafes. It might indeed be thought rafh to
| have tried it in the moft threarening Fevers and Pleurifies
' without Bleeding, which in the common Practice would
| have been held neceffary. But for this I can fay, that I
| have Patients who would not be bled, and this obliged me
| to make Trials of Tar-water without Pleeding, which
' Trials [ never knew unfuccefsful. ‘The fame Tar-water I
| found a flow Alterative, and a fudden Febrifuge. 1If the
| Reader is furprized, I own myfelf to be fo too. But
- Truch is Truth, and from whatever Hand it comes, thould
'be candidly received. If Phyficians. think they have a
| Right to treat of religious Matters, I think I have an equal
 Right to treat of Medicine.

. :"i }'5.[.1"‘
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7. Authority I have no Pretence to; but Reafo

the common Birth-right of all : My Reafons I have given
in Siris : My Motives every oné will interpret from his
own Breaft : But he muft own himfelf a very bad 2
who, in my Cafe, (that is, after long Experience, and un- r
der full Conviction of the Virtues and Innocence of Ta .
water) would not have done as much. All Men are, fﬁ'f-" ,
will not fay allowed, but obliged to promote the com=" =
mon Benefit; and for this End, what I could not in Con=
fcience conceal, that I do, and fhall publickly

declarey
maugre all the Spleen and Raillery of a World, which can h
not treat me worfe then it hath done my Betters. 24
8. As the Morning’s Draught is moft difficult to nice if
Stomachs, fuch may leflen, or even omit i, at the -.-...-'
ginning, or rather poftpone it till after Breakfaﬂ and rake
a larger Dofe at Night. The Diftance from Meal-time L
need not be more than one Hour, for common Stomachs,
when the Liquor is well clarified and fkimmed. Th
Qil that floats on the Top, and was fkimmed off, ﬂmul 5|
be carefully laid by, and kepr for outward Sores. In the :
Variety of Cales and Conftitutipns, it is not amifs that
there fhould be different Manners ot preparing and raking
Tar-warer : Trial will dire& to the beft. Whether there
be any Difference between old Tar, or new Tar, or whlc |
of all the various Tars, produced from different Trees, o
in differefit Parts of the World, is moft medicinal, f'urur
Trials muft determine.
9. 1 have made 2 fecond Sort of Tar-water, to be ufed
externally, as a Wafh or Lotion, for the Itr.‘f- Scabs, Ul«
cers, Evil, Leprofy, and all fuch foul Cafes, which I have
eried with very good Succefs, and recommend it to the *";' F‘
Trial of others. For inveterate Cales of that Kind, Tat=
water thould be drank, a Quart every twenty-four Hours *
at four, fix, or eight Glaffes ; and after this hath been 3
&

l.
;b
I
)

E
done, at leaft for 2 Fortnight, the Lotion is to be ap-
plied outwardly, and warm, b}r bathing, fomenting, anc i
fteeping, and this feveral times in the twenty-four Hours,
to heal and dry up the Sores, the Drinking being ftill -:on
tinued. This Water, for EKL’E]’I]’II Ule, is made in the fnl
lowing Manner: Pour two Quarts of hot boiling Wateg
cna Quart of Tar, ftir and work it ftrongly, with a flag
Stick, or Ladle, for a full Quarter of an Hour; let it §
| B

I‘Il




[ 173 ]
ftand fix Hours, then pour it off, and keep it clofe covered
for Ufe. - It may be made weaker or ftronger, as there is
Occafion.

10. From what I have aobferved of the Lotion, I am
inclined to think, it may be worth while, in obftinate and
cutaneous Ailments, Leprofy, and Weuknefs of Limbs,
to try a Bath of Tar-water ; allowing a Gallon of Tar to
every ten Gallons of boiling hor Water ; ftirring the In-
gredients a full half Hour ; fuffering the Veffel to ftand
eight or ten Hours, before the Warer is poured off; and

. ufing the Bath a lile more than Milk-warm. This Ex-

| periment may be made in different Proporrions of Tar
and Water. In Dublin many Cafes occur for Trial, which
are not to be met with in the Country.

11. My Experiments bave been made in various Cafes,
| and on many Perfons; and [ make no Doubrt its Virtues
| . will foon be more fully difcovered, as Tar-water is now
| growing into general Ule, though not without thar Oppo-
, fition which ufually attends upon Novelty. The great
| Objection I find made to this Medicine is, that it pro-
| mifes too much. What! fay the Objectors, do you pre-
| tend to a Panacea? a Thing firange, chimerical, and
conirary to the Opinion and Experience of all Mankind.
Now, to {peak out, and give this Objection, or Queftion,
| a diret Anfwer, I freely own, that I {ufpect Tar-water is
a Panacea. I may be miftaken, but it is worth Trial ;
for the Chance of fo great and general a Benefir, [ am
will ing to ftand the Ridicule of propofing it. And as the
old Philofopher cried aloud, from the Houfe-tops, ta his
Fellow Citizens, Educate your Children 3 (o, 1 contels, if
I had a Sicuation high enough, and a Voice loud enough,
I would cry out to all the Valetudinarians upon Earth,
\ Drink Tar-water.

12, Having thus frankly owned the Charge, [ muft ex-
' plain to you, that by a Panacea is nor meant a Medicine
which cures all Individuals, (this confifts not with Merta-
lity) but a Medicine that cures or relicves all thediffe-
rent Species of Diftempers: And if God hath given us fo
great a Bleffing, and made a Medicine fo cheap and plen-
ty as Tar, to be withal (o univerfal in its. Effets, 1o eale
the Mileries of human Life, fhall Men be ridiculed or
bantered out of its Ule, efpecially when they run no
Rifque in the Trial 2 For I can truly affirm, that I never

knew
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knew any Harm attend ir, more than fometimes a litdle
Naufea, which if the Liquor be well cleared, fkimmed and
bottled, need not, I think, be apprehended. L

13. It muft be owned [ have not had Opportunities
trying it myfelf in all Cafes, neither will I undertake ro
demonftrate @ priori, that Tar-warer is a Panacea. Bur
yet, methinks, I am not quite deftitute of probable Rea-
fons, which, joined to what Facts I have obferved, iﬂ%’j
duced me to entertain fuch a Sufpicion.

14. 1 knew Tar was ufed to prelerve Cattle from
Contagion ; and this may be fuppofed to have given Rife
to that Practice of drinking Tar-water for a Pn:fervatw’
againft the Small-pox. Burt as the Tar-water ufed for that
Purpofe was made by mixing equal Quantities of Tar and
Water, it proved a moft offentive Potion ; ; befides, asa
freth Glafs of Water was put in for each Glafs that was
taken out, and this, for many Days, on the {fame Tar, it 8
followed that the Water was not equally impregnated with
the fine volatile Spirit, though all alike ftrongly --',"',,_’

“with grofs Particles. &l

15..Having found this naufeous Draught very ufeful ©
againft the Small-pox, to as many as could be prevaile 4
on 'to take it, I began to confider the Nature of Tar. It
refleGted. that Tar is a Balfam ﬂowmv from the Trunks of
aged Ever-greens ; that it refifts Purrefa&mn that ic hath
the Virtues of Turpentine, which, in M-:dicine, are known
to be very great and manifold ; but I obferved wicthalss
that Turpentines, or Balfams, are very offenfive in the =
taking : I therefore confidered diftinctly the feveral con=
fticuent Parts of Balfams ; which were thofe, wherein the

rather as a vifcous Matrix, to receive, arreft, and retain
the more volatile and adtive Parncles and if thefe laft
could be fo feparated and difengaged ’from the groffer
Parts, as to impregnate a clear and potable Liquor, 1 cons =
ciuded, that fuch Liquor muft prove a Medicine of great
Force, and general Ule. I confidered, that Nature was |
the beft Chemift and Preparer of Medicines, and that the
Fragrance and Flavour of Tar argued very a&we Quali=
ties and Virtues. 3k

16. I had, of a long Time, entertained an Opinion 2= =
grecable to the Sentiments of many antient Philofophers, &
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| #That Fire may be regarded as the animal Spivit of this wifi-

\ ble Wirld. And it {eemed to me, that the atiradting aud
fecreting of this Fire in the various Pores, Tubes, and
Dués of Vepetables, did impart their {pecifick Virtues to
‘each Kind ; that this fame Light, or Fire, was the imme-

. diate inftrumental or phyfical Caufe of Senfe and Metion,

. and conlequently of Life and Health to Animals ; that on
‘Account of this Solar Light, or- Fire, Phabus was, in
the antient Mythology, reputed the God of Medicine :
Which Light, as it is leifurely introduced, and fixed in the

. wifcid Juice of old Firs and Pines, o the fetting it free in

| part, that is, the changing its vifcid for a volatile Vehicle,

| ahich may mix with Water, and convey it throughout the
| Habit copiouily and inoffenfively, would be of infinite
Ufe in Phyfick, extending to all Cales whatfoever, inaf-
much as all Diftempers are, in effect, a Strupgle between
the Vis wite and the peculiar Miafma, or Fomes morbi ; and
nothing firengthens Nature, or lends fuch Aid and Vigour
to Life, as a Cordial which doch not heat.
17."The folar Light, in great Quantity, during the Space
of many fucceffive Years, being attracted and detained in
the Juice of antient Ever-greens, doth form and lodge
itfelf in an Qil {o fine and volatile, as fhall mix well with
Water, and lightly pafs the Prime vie, and penetrate every
Part and Capillary of the organical Syftem, when ence ex-
empr and freed from the groffer naufeous Refin. It will
not therefore feem unreafonable, ro whoever is acquaint-
ed with the medicinal Virtues of Turpentine in fo many
different Diftempers, for which it hath been celebrated
both by ancient and modern Phyficians, and withal refleéts
en the Naulea, or Clog, that prevents their full Operation
and Effect on the human Body ; it will not, I fay, feem
unreafonable to fuch a one to fuppofe, that, if this fame
Elog were removed, numberle§s Cures might be wrought
in a great Variety of Cafes.

- 18. The Defideratum was, how ta feparate the a&ive
Particles from the heavy vilcid Subftance, which ferved
to attract and retain them, and (o to order Matters, thac
the Vehicle of the Spirit thould not, on the one hand, be

- volatile enough to efcape, nor on the other, grofs enough
to offend. For the performing of this, I have found a
moft eafy, {inple, and effcétual Method, which furnithed
: a po=
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a potable inoffenfive Liquor, clear and fine as the beft
White-wine, cordial and ftomachic, to be kept bottled,
as being endued with a very fenfible Spirit, though not
fermemed :
. I tried many Experiments as to the Quantity ¢ ’I':_ {
Water, and the Time of ftirring and ftanding, in order to
impregnate and clarity it, and, after all, fixed on the fore- |
mentioned Receipr, as the moft generaliy ufeful for mak-
ing this falutiferous Liquor well impregnated, and not ofs
fenfive to common Stomachs, and even drank with Plea~
fure by many : In which the moft medicinal and active
Particles, that is, the native Salts and volatile Oil of the
Balfam, bcmg difentangled and feparated from its grofs Oil
and vifcous Refin, do, combined together, form a fine
balfamic and vegetable Soap, which not only can pafs the
Stomach and Prime viz, but alfo infinuate itfelf into the
minuteft Capillaries, and freely pervade the whole animal
Syftem ; and that in {uch full Proportion and Meafure, as
{uiteth every Cafe and Conftirution.
20. The foregoing general Confiderations put me upon ;
making Experiments in many various and unlike Cafes,
which otherwife I fhould never have thought of domg,
and the Succefs anfwered my Hopes. Philofophical Prin-
ciples led me to make fafe Trials, and on thofe T'rials is
founded my Opinicn of the faIutar}r Virtues of Tar-water j
which Virtues are recommended from, and depend on
Experiments and Matters of Fack, and neither ftand nor
fall with any Theories or fpeculative Principles whatever.:
Howbeit, thofe Theories, as I f2id, enlarged my Views of
this Medicine, led me to a greater Variety of Trials, and
thereby engendered and nourifhed my Sufpicion, that it is
a Panacea. I have been the more prolix in thefe Particu-
lars, hoping thar, to as many as fhall candidly weigh and
confider them, the high Opinion I conceive of this Me~
dicine, will not feem altogether an Effect of vain Prepof=
{eflion, or blind empiric Rafhnefs, but rather the Refult
of free Thought and Enquiry, and grounded on my belt
Reafon, Judgment and Experience. 3
21. Thofe who have only the Good of Mankind at
Heart, will give this Medicine fair play ; if there be any
who act from other Motives, the Publick will look fharp
and beware. To do Juftice to Tar-water, as well as
o.
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to_thofe who drink it, regard muft be had to the particus
lar Strength and Cafe "of the Patients, Grievous or aves
terate Maladies muft not be treated as common Cafes. I
cured a horrible Cale, a Gangrene in the Blood, which
had broke out in feveral Sores, and threatened fpeedy
Death, by obliging the Perfon to drink nothing but this
Ltquor for {feveral Weeks, as much and as often as his
Stomach would bear, Common Senfe will direct a pro-
portionable Conduct in the other Cafes. Bur this muft be
left to the Confcience and Dilcretion of the Givers and
Takers.

22. After all that can be faid, it is moft certain, that a
Panacea founds odd, and conveys fomewhar thocking to
the Ear and Senfe of moft Men, who are wont to rank
the univerfal Medicine with the Philofophers Stone, and
the Squaring of the Circle ; whereof the chief, if not fole
Reafon, I take to be, that it is thought incredible, the
fame Thing fhould produce contrary Effelts, as it mulk
do, if it cures oppofite Diftempers. And yet this is no
more than every Day’s Experience verifies. Milk, for In-
ftance, makes fome coftive, and others laxative : This re-
gards the Poffibility of a Panacea in general 5 as for Tar-
water in particular, I do not fay it is a P:mr:ca, [ only
fufpe& it to be fo. Time and Tryal will thew,

But I am moft fincerely perfuaded, fiom what I
have alread}r feen and tried, that Tar-water may be drank
with great Safety and Succefs, for the Cure or Relief of
moft, if not all Difeafes ; of Ulcers, Iich, Scald-heads,
Leprofy, Kings-Evil, Cancers, the foul Difeafe, and sil
foul Cafes ; Scurvms of all Kmds, Diforders of the Lungs,
Stomach, and Bowels, in Rheumatic, Gmlr}r and Nephris
tic Ailments, Megr;ms inveterate Head-achs, I_pmp 1€,
Pleurifies, Peripneumonies, Eryfipelas, Small-pox, zll Kinds

' of Fevers, Colics, Hyfteric and all nervous Cafes; Ob-
 ftructions, Dropfies, Decays, and other Maladies. Note
| thar for Agues it fhould be drank warm, and often, in
i fmall Glaffes, both in and out of the Fir, and continued
| for feveral Days to prevent a Relapfe. Nor is i of Ule
tonly in the Cure of Sicknefs, it is alfo ufeful to preferve
| Health, and guard againft Infection, and in fome Meafure
1 even againft old Age, as it gives lafting Spirits, and invi-
gorates
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gorates the Blood. I am even induced, by the Nature
and Analogy of Things, and its wonderful Succefs in Fe-
vers of all Kinds, to think that Tar-water may be very
ufeful againft the Plague, both as a Prefervative and a
Cure.

24. But I doubt no Medicine can withftand that exe-
crable Plague of diftilled Spirits, which do all, with-
out Exception, (there being a cauftic and coagulating
Quality in all diftilled Spirits, whatever the Subje&t or
Ingredients may be) operate as a flow Poifon, preying
on the Vitals, and wafting the Health and Strength of
Body and Soul; which Peft of human Kind is, I am
told, gaining Ground in this Country, already too thin of
Inhabitants.

I am, &e.
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A SECOND

R R e R U

BiR 20 i sdLl HslE

RO ot STRES

Thomas Prior, Efg;

[ B OUR Attention to whatever promores the pub-
% i lick Good of your Country, or the common Ba-
nefit of Mankind, having engaged you in a par-
ticular Enquiry concerning the Virrues and Effeéts of Tar-
water, you are entitled to know what farther Dif’mverifs,
Obfervations and Reflections I have made on thar Subject.
2. Tar-warer, in the feveral Editions of §:ris, hath been
directed to be made by ftirring three, four, five, or fix
Minutes, for a Gallon of Water, and a Quart of Tar.
But although it feem beft made, for general Ulfe, wichin
thofe Limits, yet the Stomach of the Pauent is the belt
" Rule, whereby, to dire¢t the Sirength of the Water ;
with a little more ftirring, fix Quarss of good Tar-water
may be made from one of Tar; and with eight Minutes
ftirring, I have known a Gallon of Tar-water produced
from fecond-hand Tar, which proved a good Remedy
in a very bad Fever, when better Tar couid not be had,
For the Ufe of Travellers, a Tar-water may be made ve-
ry ftrong, for Inftance, wich one Quart of Warer, and 3
Quart of Tar, ftirred together for the Spice of Twenr,
Minutes. A Bottle of this may ferve long on a Road, a
lirele/ being put to each Glifs of common Water, meore or
lefs, as you would have it ftronger or wesker, Near ten
T2 Years
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Years ago, a Quart of about this Strength was given to an
old Woman, to be taken at one Draught by Direction of
a young Lady, who had confulted one in my Family, a-
bout the Method cf preparing and giving T'ar-water, which
vet fhe happened to miftake. But even thus, it did Ser-
vice in the Main, though it wrought the Patient violently
‘all manner of Ways. 'Which fhews, that Errors and Ex-
cefles in Tar-water, are not {o dangerous, as in other Me-
dicines. :

3. The beft Thr, I take to be that, which is moft Li
quid, or firlt running from the Billets of Fir or Pine,
which grew on the Mountains : It hath a greater Share of
thofe antifcorbutic vegerable Juices, which are conrained
not only in the Leaves and tender Tops, but in all Parntg
of the Wood ; and thefe, together with the Salts of Wood-
foot, being in the Compofition of Tar fuperadded to T'ur-
peniine, render Tar-water a Medicine, if I am not mifta-
ken, much more extenfive and efficacious, than any that
can be obtained from Turpentine alone,

4. The Virtues of the Wood- Juices fhew themfelves
in Spruce-Beer, made of Melafles, and the black Spruce-
Fir in the northern Parts of Awierica; and the young
Shoots of our common Spruce-Fir, have been put to
Malt-Liguor in my own Family, and make a very whol-
fome Drink.

5. Tar-water feldom fails to cure, or relieve, when right-
ly made of good Tar, and duly taken. I fay, of good
Tar, becaufe the vile Practice of adulcerating Tar, or of
felling the Dregs of Tar, or ufed Tar for frefh, is grown
freguent, to the great Wrong of thofe who take it. Who-
ever hath been ufed to good Tar-water, can readily difcern
the bad by its flat Tafte, void of that warm cordial Quali-
ty found in the former ; it may alfo be expedient for know-
ing freth Tar, to oblerve, whether a fat oily Scum floats
on the Top of the Water, which is found to gc: much lefs,
if any at all; on the fecond making of Tar-water. This
Scum was directed to be taken off, not from its being apt
to do Harm when drank, but to render theT'ar-water more
palatable to nice Stomachs, Grear Quantities of Tar are
produced in Germany, ftaly, and other Parts of the Wolrd.
The different Qualities or Virtues of thefe, it may be worth
while to try, and I with the Tryal were made principally

by
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by obferving, which giveth moft Senfe of “a Iw\:!y cordial
Spirit upon drinking the Water,

6. This Medicine of Tar-water worketh various Ways,
by Urine, by Perfpiration, as a fudorific, carminative, car-
diac, aftringent, detergent, refltorative, aIreratwe, and
fometimes as a gentle purgative or emetic, according to the
Cafe or Conftitution of the Patient, or to the Quantity
that is taken ; and its Operation fhould nct be difturbed.
T knew two Brothers ill of a Fever about the fame Time
it wrought on the one by copious Sweating, on the other
altogether by Urine ; and I have known it to aét at diffe- -
rent Times cifferently, even on the fame Perfon, and in
the fame Diforder ; one while as a Diaphoretic, or Sudo-
rific, another as a Diuretic. Its general Charaéter is Diu-
retic, which fhews, that it cleanfeth the urinary PafTages,
preventing thereby both Stone and Gravel, aganit which ic
hath been found very ufeful, and much fafer than mineral
Waters, by reafon of irs balfamic healing Quality.

7. Tar-water doth recover and imparc vital Heat, but
imparts no inflaming Heat. T have feen a wonderful Cure
wrought on a Child about eight Years old, and pait all
Hopes, by pouring feveral Spoonfuls of Tar-warer down
his Throat, as he lay quite fubdued by a molft viclent Fe-
ver, without any Appearance of Senfe or Motion, the
Noftrils drawn back, the Eyes fixed, the Complexion dead-
ly wan. And yer Tar-water, forced ‘down by Spoonfuls,
feem’d to kindle up Life a-new ; and this after Sage-tea,
Saffron, Milk-water, Venice-treacle, &¢. had bc-'::n ufed
W out any Succefs.

3. This is of itfelf a fufficient Cordial, friendly and con-
genial to the vital Heat and Spirits of 2 Man. If therefore
ftrong Liquors are in the accuftomed Quantiry {fuperadded,
the Blood being already, by Tar-water, fufficiently warmed
for vital Hear, the ftrong Liquors fuperadded will be apt
to over-heat ir, which over-heating is not to be imputed
to the Tar-water, fince, taken alone, I could never ob-
ferve it attended with that S ymptom.

9. And tho’ it may be no ealy Matter to pcrfuadc fuch
as have long indulged themfelves in the free Ufe of ftrong
fermented Liquors and diftilled Spirits, to forfake their per-
nicious Habits, yet I am myfelf rhorounhl} perfiiaded, that
ia Weaknels or Fatigue of Body, or in low Spirits, Tar-
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water alone doth far furpafs all thofe vulgarly- cfteemed Cor-

dials, which hear 2nd intoxicate, and which coagulate the
Fluids, and, by their cauftic che, dry up, ftiffen, and de-

ftroy the fine Veflils and Fibres of the unhappy Drinkers,
obftructing the Secretions, impairing the animal Functions,
producing various Diforders, and bringing on the untime=

ly Symproms of old Age. Nothing doth fo much obftruct
the good Effets of Tar-water, as the Abule of ftrong
Liquors. Where this is avoided, it {eems no.chronical
Malady can keep its Ground, or ftand before Tar-water
conftantly and re gularly taken, not even hereditary Diftem-
pers, as the moft inveterate King’s-Evil, nor even the moft
confirmed Gout; provided it be drank a Quart a Day, at
f1x or eight Glafles, and at all Seafons, both in and out of
the Fir, and that fnr a great Length of Time, the longer
the better. It is to be noted, that in Fits of the Gour,
Colic, or Fever, it fhould be always drank warm, On
other Occafions, warm or cold, as the Patient likes.

10. The Inference 1 make is, that thofe who expet
Health from Tar-water, have lefs Need of any other Cor=
dial, and would do well to facrifice fome Part of their
Pleafure to their Health, At the fame Time I will ven,
ture to afhrm, that a Fever produced either from hard
Drinking, or any other Caufe, is moft effetually and fpee-
dily fubdued, by abftaining from all other Cordizls, and
plentifully drinking of Tar-water: For it warms the
Cold, and cools the Hot: Simple Water may cool, but
this, at the fame Time that it cools, gives Life and Spmr
It is, in Truth, a Specific for all Kinds of Fevers; the
fame Mﬁdlﬂlnﬂ which is a leifurely Alterative in chronical
Diforders, bemg taken in larger Quantities, is a fpeedy
Cure in acute ones,

11. Thofe who, without Knowledge or Experience of
Tar-water, have been {o active and earneflt to difcredit its
Virtues, have much to aniwer for, elpecially with Regard
to acute inflammatory Diftempers, in which it dothWon-
ders, ]t is in thofe Diforders, fo fatal and frequent, that
I bave had moft Opportunities of obferving its Virtues,
nor - can the World ever know the jult Value of this Me-
dicine, but by trying it in the like Cafes,

12, When Patients are given over, and all known Me- .

ibods fail, it is allowed to try new Remedics, If Tar-
waler
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water was tried in fuch Cafes, [ do verily believe, that
many Patients might thereby be refcued from the Jaws of
Death : Particularly, I would recommend the Tryal of it
in the moft malignant and defperate Fevers, or Small-pox,
aitended with purple, livid, or black Spots. It is my fin-
cere Opinion, that warm Tar-water, drank copioufly, may
often prove falutary, even in thofe deplorable Cafes.

13. My Opinion is grounded on its fingular Virtues in
correcting, {weerening, and invigorating the Blood, and
in curing Cancers and Gangrenes, or beginning Mortifica-
tions, fuch es thofe Spots do indicate. I have lately known
it drunk with good Succefs in a very painful and unpro-
mifing Wound ; and am perfuaded, that if it were drank
plentifully, durmg the Dreffing of all Sorts of dangerous
Wounds, it might affwage the Anguith, and forw ard the
Cure; as it abates feverilh Symp: oms, and by rendering
the Blood balfamic, and difpofing the Parts to heal, prcu
vents a Gangrene.

14. Tar itfelf is an excellent Medicine, being fyrf‘ad on
a Cloth, and applied warm to an Ulcer or Wound. [ have
known the fame applied to a very large and painful Tu-
mour, caufed by a Sprain or Bruife, fpeedily aflwage the
Pain, and reduce the Swelling. I may add, that Tar
{mixed with Honey to make it lefs offenfive, and) taken
inwardly, is an admirable Balfam for the Lungs; and a [it-
tle of this, taken together with Tar-water, haftens its Effect
in curing the moft obftinate and walting Coughs ; and an
Egg fhell full of Tar, {fwallowed and wafthed down with a
Quart of Tar-water, Night and Morning, hath been found
very ufeful for the {fime D forder in Horles.

15. Sitting over the Vapour of the heated Lotion, de-
fcribed in my former Letter, is excellent in the Cafe of
‘Piles or Fiftula; efpecially if fomenting with the faid Lo-
tion be added, as a]["o anointing with the Qil fcummed
from the Top of Tar-water. Tar-water hath bes=n fnuffed
up the Noftrils with good Succefs, for a great Heavinels
of the Head, and Drowfinefs. It is a very ufeful Wath
for weak, dry, or itching Eyes; an excelient Prefervative
for the Teeth and Gums, alfo a good Drink and Gargle
dor a fore Throat: 1 may add, that I bave known it fuc-
ceed in Cafes where it has been wied withour Hopes of
Succefs, particularly in Deafnefs. I have known Laife fy-
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ftained many Days together, only by drinking of Tar-water,
without any other Nourifhment, and without any remark-
able Diminution of Strength or Spirits ; it may therefore
be of fingular Ufe, and fave many Lives in the Diftrefs of
Famine at Sea, or in Sieges, and in Seafons of great Scat-
city. The Virtue of Tar-water flowing like the Nile ¥,

from a Secret and occult Source, brancheth into innumc—
rable Chennels, conveying Health and Relief, wherever
it is applied ; nor is it more ealy and various in its Ufe,
than copiots in Quantity. How great Havock, neverthe-
lefs, is made by the Small-pox, raging like a P}ague, in
New England, and other Parts of America, which yet a-
bound with Tar! and how many thoufand Sailors, in all
Pares of the World, are roiting by the Scurvy wil;h their
Remedy at Hand ! |

16, Many in this Town of Clyne have, by the copious
drinking of Tar-water alone, been recovered of the moft
violent Fevers, attended with the moft threatning Symp-
toms, and much heightened by Relapfes from Mifmanage-
ment. - It would be tedious to enumerate all the Cafes of
this Kind, which have happened at Cloyne, and in my
own Family ; where many Fevers, pleuretic, as well as
others, attended with violent Stitches, Difficulty of Breath-
ing, and Spitting of Blood, have been cured by Tar-wa-
ter 5 and this I can with Truth affirm, that I never knew
it regularly tried, in any inflammatory Cafe, without Suc-
cefs 1 Bur then it muft be given in Bed, warm and very
copioufly, with all due Caution againft Cold, Noife, and
improper Diet.

17. I have often obferved, when a Patient, on the firft
Attack of a Feyer, hath betaken himfelf to his Bed, and
drank T'ar-water regularly and conftantly, that he hath
had fuch favourable Symptoms, {o good Appetite, and fo
found Sleep, that the Fever pafled almoft as nothing ;
nor was to be diftinguifhed otherwife, than by a quick-
neis of Pulle, a litle feverifh Heat, and Thirft. The
more that Patients in a Fever drink, the better they find
themfelves ; and their hkmg to Tar-water grows with
their want -::.-F ir, by a certain Inftin&t or Dictate of Na-
ture 3 informuch that I have known Children in very high

. * The Nile was by the antient Zgyptiars called Siris, which Word alfs
fignifies, in Grek, a Chain, though not fo commonly ufed as Sira.

Fevers

B e

-
-

5

il s il e e e o R



[ 185 ]

Fevers,who, at other Times, could hardly be prevailed on to
drink a fingle Glafs, drink {ix or eight in an Hour.

18. I can truly affirm that for the Cafes within my
own Obfervation, inflammarory acute Diftempers cured
by Tar-water, have been, at leaft, ten Times the Num-
der of any other. Thefe indeed ofteneft occur, as caufing
the chief Deftruction and general Ravage of Mankind ;
who are confequently debarred from the principal Ufe
and Benefic of this Medicine {o long, asthey give Ear to
the Suggeftions of thofe, who, without any Experience
thereof, would perfuade them, ir is of an heating or en-
Aaming Nature ; which Suggeftion, as [ am convinced
myfelf, by long and manifold Experience, that it is abfc-
lutely falfe, fo may all others alfo be fufficiently convinc-
ed of its Falfhood, by the wonderful Fact attefted by a
folemn * Affidavit of Captain Drape, at Liverpool ; where=
by it appears, that of 170 Negroes feized at once by the
Small-pox on the Coaft of Guinea, one only died, who
refufed ta drink Tar-water; and the remaining 169, all
recovered by drinking it, without any other Medicine,
notwithftanding the Heat of the Climate, and the Incom-
modities of the Veflel. A Fa&t fo well vouched muft,
with all unbyaffed Men, outweigh the pofitive Affertions
of thofe who have declared themielves Adverfaries of
Tar-water, on the Score of its pretended heating or in-
flaming Quality, '

19. The Skill and Learning of thofe Gentlemen in
their Profeffion, I fhall not difpute; but yetr it feems
ftrange, that they thould without Experience pronounce
at once, congerning the Virtues of Tar-water, and afcribe
to it pernicious Qualities, which I, who had watched its
Workings and Effeéts for Years together, could never
difcover. Thefe three laft Yiears, I have taken it myfelf
without one Day’s Intermiffion ; others in my Family have
ken it near the fame Time, and thofe of different Ages
and Sexes ; feveral in the Neighbourhood have done as
much, all without any Injury, and wicth much Benefit.

20. It is to be noted, the Skin and the Belly are Antago-
nifts; that is; the more pafleth by Perlpiration, the lefs will
pafs another Way. Medicines therefore, which caufe the

® See Clptain Drape’s Afhdavit in page 19, 204 !
' Patient



[ 186 ] 9
Patient to perfpire, will be apt to make him coftive,
"Therefore, when Tar-water worketh much by Perfpira-
tion, the Body may chance to be bound. But fuch Symp=
tom, though it {hould be attended with a litle more th
ordinary Warmth, need not be dreaded by the Patients
it being only a Sign, that his Cure is carried on by
driving out the peccant Matter through the Skin ; which
is one of the Ways whereby Tar-water worketh its Eis
fe@. And when this Effe@& or Cure is wrought, the
Body of itfelf returneth to its former nawral State; and
if fome have been bound in their Bodies, I have knows
‘others affeGed in a contrary Manner upon drinking Tar=
‘water, as it hath kappened to operate either in the Shape
of a Diaphoretic, or of a gentle opening Medicine.
I have cven known a coftive Habit more than once re-~
moved by it, and that, when the Cafe was inveterate, and
other Methods had failed. _.
1. I mentioned the foregoing Article, upon calling to
‘mind, that two or three Patients bhad, for a Time, com~
plained of a binding Quality in Tar-water. I likewile re-
member that one in a high degree of the Scurvy was
difcouraged from the Ufe of Tar-water, by its having
caufed an uneafy Irching all over his Body. But this was
a grod Symprom, which fhewed the peccant Humours to
be put in Motion, and in a fair Way of being difcharged
through the Skin. 8
22. An Humor or Flatus put in Mo-ion, and diflodged
from one Part, often produceth new Pains in fome other
Parr; and an efficacious Medicine, as it produceth a Chang N
in the Oeconomy, may be attended with fome Uneafinefs, ©
which yet is not to be accounted a Diftemper, but only ©
an Effe¢t or Symptom of the Cure. \
23. The Salts of Tar-water have nothing of the firey |
and “corrofive Nature of lixivial Salts produced by the
Incineration of the Subject; they not being fixed Salts,
mace by the exweme Lorce of Fire, but volatile Salts,
fuch as pre-exifted in the Vegetable, and would have al-
cended in Smoak, if not prevented by the Sods or Co-
vering of the Bulet Piles. This though already hinted in
Sirisy, and plain from the Manner of making Tar, I have
thought fit to repeat and inculcate, becaufe, if duly at-
tended
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ended to, it may obviate Sufpicions about Tar-water,
sroceeding only from an Ignorance of its Nature.

24. Every Step that I advanced in difcovering the Vir-
ues of Tar-water, my own Wonder and Surprize increaf-
:d, as much as theirs to whém I"mentioned them : Nor
sould I, without great Variety and Evidence of Fadls,
wer have been induced to fufpet, that, in all Sorts of
Ailments whatfoever, it might relieve or cure, which at
irft Sight may feem incredible and unaccountable 5 but on
naturer Thought, will perhaps appear to agree with, and
ollow from the Nature of Things. For'it is to be noted,
hat the general Notion of a Difeafe feemeth to confift in
his : That what is taken in, is not duly affimilaced by
he Force of the Animal Oeconomy ; therefore it fhould
eem whatever affifts the Vis Vitz may be of general Ufe
n all Dileafes, enabling Nature either to affimilate, or
Jifcharge all unfubdued Humours or Particles whatfoever.
But the Light or Aither detained in the volatile Qil,
which impregnates Tar-water, being of the fame Nature
with the Animal Spirit, is an Acceflion of {o much Strength
to the Conftiturion, which it affilts to aflimilate or expel
whatever is alien or noxious.
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IN D E X or TAB L

- Of the feveral Diftempers mentwn-
ed i in the foregoing |

NARRATIVE

Wherein Tar-WaTer hath bcen found fuccefs
with References to the Seétions, WhEI’E tho
D1{’cempers are taken Notice of,

Note, The F:gure.r refer to fﬁg Seclions, amz' mot 10
the Pages. - |
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Althma, 433 +69 71
90. 99. 112, Igca.
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Birrennefs, 241.
Bileous Fever, 274
Bloody-flux, 102.
Bloody-urine, 280.
Blood from the Lungs, 83.
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Bruife, 244.
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Cancer, 51. 271. 281, 240.
Canker in the Mouth, 98,

An ALPHABETICAL

Colic, 29. 62. 134. 13§
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T44. 204.
Cold, 151. 287.
Confumption, 186. 284.
Contraction of the Bowels

232
Coftivenefs, 96. 238. 239.
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112. 120. 122. 123. 12408
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206, 219. 220, 221, 232,
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Deafnefs, 96. 201.223. 23 7.8
276.
Dead Ague, 217. &
Decay, 64. 70. 89. 92
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111. 133. 139. 150. 203.
224 -
Diabetes, 236. 279.

Difficulty of Breathing, 112,
152. 159,

120. 124. 133.
224.
Diforders of Women in Ly-
', ing-in, 2738. 290.

Dizzinefs, §50. 110. 129,
222
Dropiy, 57. 103. 183.
Dry Cough, 105.
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Eryfipelas, 106. 192.
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Facies Hippocratica, 99.
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256.
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Fluor Albus, 115.
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Gonorrheea, 112,
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218.231. 232. 257. 258.
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Gravel, 29. 87. 110. 134.
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Jardnefs of the Belly, 157.
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dead-ach, 96, 232. 242,
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Hedtic, 83. 99.

Hoarfenefs, 172. 197.

Hyfterics, 94+« 97.
233. :

Jaundice, 149.

111 Habit of Body, 207.

Impofthume in the Head,
272,

Incurables, 83. 279.

Inflammation in the Head,
192.

—————in the Leg, 180,
275.

189

147.

inthe Lungs, 151.

252,
Inflammatory Diforders, 45.
3o,
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Kings evil, 13'6. L o
178. 179. 211. 22§. 320.
327, 323.629.

Lamenels in the Limbs,
191.
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all Suftenance, 73. 86.
Loofenefsy 121. 239.
Loofenels of the Teeth,

110.

Lofs of theUfe of the Limbs,

78.

L-::Is of Complection, 93.
Lownefs of Spirits, 46. 84.

100. 129. I49. I50.

228, .
Lumbago, 76.

Lumps in the Head, 228.
under- the Jaws, 127.

Megrim, 96. 1.4.2. 273
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Nervous Dfurders, 62. 87. Pleurily, 101. 309,
Pleuritic Diforders, 99 17

4. 115.
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Legs, 184.

Oppreffion in the Stomach,
64. 79- 176. 291. 232.
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.—-—-in the Back,
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Paralytic Diforder, 97. 230.
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138, 230.
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Rheumatic Pains, 63. 76. 9!
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Shortnefs of Breath, 77. 12¢

B 7 e '3
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73. 82. 91. 95. 96. 9
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Small-pox, 42. §2. 12
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St. Anteny’s Fire, 106.
Spitting of Blood, 80. I
145. 200. 26 9 p
Great Spitting, 169. 220
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Sicknefs in the Stumach 3
36.
Spafins, 62. 81. o
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Strangury, 236.

:Streigghmyefs i3n the Breaft,
120. 291.

Stone, 134. 285.
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| Sweats in the Night, 83.
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' Teeth loofe, 98. 110.

| Tetter, 245.

Great Thirft, 119.

: U.

| Ulcer in the Bladder, ¢93.
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