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FCRITICAL LETTERS
FROM .
Dr. Henry Bracken
(Of FARRIER'YJ on

Kennedy’s O phthalmographia ;
1 O R, |
* Treatife of the EYE.

‘Together with the pfoper ANswirs to
thofe LETTERs by the Author of the
faid OPHTHALMO GRAPHIA.

In which are obferved, That moft of what is
material on the EYE in BR g CKEN'’s
FARRIERY is taken from the faid Treatife
of the EYE,

To which is added,

A Recipe, or Rulesfor Dr. BR ACK EN’s, &, at-
- taining to Eminence in Phyfick. ;

Pt LETTER Dr. BRackEN,
Sig,

2OUR having been pleafed to publifh
/g, me to the World (in your Book of Far-
e ricrihip) is the Occafion of the prefent
peeeye Letter.  You there, in deferibing the

Cryftalline Humour of the Eye, men-
1 the Sacculus, or Coat, in which it lies, as a
Fagaint his Mew—s Ocylift T- r, that

B 1bis
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8 f0and from Dr. BRACKEN, on Farriery, '3+
ther to explain myf{clf on this Head, until I know
whether you fhall judge this any way worthy your
Notice, ' From Sir,
Your humble Servant,

York-Houfe, York-

Buildings, Fan. Pr. KexnneDy,

31, 1737-8. _
PR R R R R S R e

Dr. Bracken’s firf LETTER, in anfwer
to the foregoing.

90 Dr. KEnnEDY, af York-Houfe in York- -
Buildings, London.

Si1i

Have the Favour of Yours, dated the 31t

January, and am forry you fhould take any
thing amifs that I have faid of you in my Treatife
upon Farriery; for I affure you, I rather defigned
you a Compliment than otherwife : For you’ll ob-
ferve the Expreffion, (viz. page 185) wherel fay,
Dr. Kennedy is miftaken in one Particular ; which
is in effect faying, that the reft of your Perform-
ance is very good, as I really think it is; and, if
you writ it when only 2 young Man, I think you
muft, at that time, have laid out your Talents in
Anatomy very well; therefore pleafe to confider
my Meaning as I now exprefs my felf. If my for-
mer Words did not thoroughly go down with you,
for, Humanum e errare, yer I muft back my Af-
{ertion 1n the Book of Farriery, not only becaufe I
have had long Experience in curing Difeafes of the
Eye, but by reafon of the Make and Conftrutture
~of that admirable Organ, and the Manner how Vi-
fion is perform’d, was my particular Study and De-
light, when I was in the publick Schools for fuch
Purpofes, &c. and what I only infift upon is, that
dhough you do cut ;‘EraBC@pﬁcZa of the Cryfalline, in

2

couch-
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couching @ Catarati, yet [ball not that Body imme-
diately fpring out of the Cavity it makes in the vi-
ireous Humonr. And notwithftanding this, I agree
with you that the Cryftalline is not any ways ad-
herent to the Membranes that furround it 5 for if
it fprung out, on cutting the Sacculus, there could
be no fuch thing as diftinct Vifion performed in that
Eye, for Reafons too plain to be infifted upon ; e-
{pecially when I write to Dr. Kennedy, who knows
the ufe of the CryftallineHumour fo well, and that
the Convexity of the Lens, in ufe with fuch, who
have been couched, muft be in proportion to the
number of Laminz turn’d off by the Needle, when
we (as it were) {crape the Cryftalline Humour, for
the Cure of Cataracts ; and by fuch means make
it of a more plain Surface, fo that the Rays of
Light, admitted into the Eye, would not (without
fuch artificial Glaffes) fall properly convergent up-
on the Retina.

As to your being an Author of fuch Treatife up-
on the Eye, . and yet alive, I am very glad of
it; and, I now affure youunder my Hand, that (fo
far as I am a Judge) you are both a good Author
and Compiler, therefore pray be not difpleas’d at
me for mentioning you in my Book, as guilty only
of one Miftake ; {ince I am not, neither pretend to be,
infallible, tho’ I muft own, Iam a little pofitive,
where the Praétice is warranted by Experiments.

It there be any Thing farther you would have
me explain my {elf in, I am ready to do it when
thereto requefted by any Gentleman, either of the
Faculty, or otherwife; and as I expeét to be in
London €’er long, I fhall make it my Bufinefs to
wait upon you, and difcourfe the Thing over calm-
ly, for I would not have you and I to fall out, and
thereby verify what the famous burlefque Poet
fays with relation to all Profeflions except Law-
y. yers, (viz.)

= . Divines
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Divines of all forts, and Phyf{icians.

Philofophers, Mathematicians ;

The Galenifts, and Paracelfian,

Condemn the Way each other deals in ;

Anatomifts diffe€t and mangle,

To cut them{elves out Work to wrangle ;
- Aftrologers difpute their Dreams,

That in their Sleep they talk of Schemes ;

And Heralds ftickle who got who,

So many hundred Years ago.

Iam, Sir,
Your moft humble Servant,

Henry Bracken,

bodedidetetadetddedetntodel Rododutudedibetetetotuts tetodatetsdetod
Second LETTER 2o Dr, BR ACKEN.

Sir,

Received the Favour of your complaifant Let-
ter, in anfwer to my Firft, (tho’ I can hardly
judge it very direct in anfwer to my Interroga-
tions.) Neither can I imagine that the World is
to judge fo favourably ot my Treatife becaufe you
quote one Paffage only, and at the fame time fup-
pofe, or affirm me to be miflaken in that one Par-
ticular : 'That from thence, I fay, they are to think
that you mean (or that it’s in effect faying) that the
reff of the Performance is wvery good. But you’ll
pleafe, Sir, to obferve alfo, that in the fame page,
185, in your Book (omitted in the Letter) you
there likewife fay, zbat I am moft certainly wrong in
this, becaufe (continue you) we never couch a Cata-
ralt but we cut the Capfula, or thin Membrane, &c.
That there are feveral Errors in my Book, whether
of Language, Orthograghy, &c. I am pretty well
affured of 5 yet I have not much inclin’d to remo-
B3 dely ¥
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del, or improve it, as not inclining to be more di-
ftinguifh’d in that Branch, than in any other of the
Profeflion (which I pretend to under{tand equally
well) fince the Faculty in general are but too apt
to diftinguith 2 Man on fuch Branch only, in which
they find him knowing : Thcy being for the moft
part but too deficient in this Particular.  Nor fhall

I pretend to determine how often, fo very much
more knowing they are in other Brmches, vet I
have left off all Operations in this, or any other
way, many Years aco. However, Sir, whatever
Faults or Miftakes there may be contain’d inthe faid
Treatife, you have not yet hit upon the right one.
You feem then, to me, Sir, if not to centradict
yourfelf in your Letter, you atieaft appear (plainly
enough without perceiving it) to anfwer yourﬁ:lf
in the Charge you bring againft me. Yet ¢’erIgp
further on this Head, T muft again obferve to you
(as in my former) that the Patlage you qua._:: out
of my Treatife is on m}r Diffe&ion of :E:nf Zye, and
particularly that of the Cryfalline Humonr, in 1ts
perfeid and natural State, without Maladie, &c.
Now if then, as you lay, you agree with me that the
Cryftalline is not any ways adberent to the Membranes
that furround it 3 muft it not then, Sir, on cutting
fuch, and makmg a fufficient Aperture in the faid
Mcmbrane, or Sacculus, neceflarily follow, that
the faid Lens, or Cryfalline (no way adherent) will
{pring or fall out? Had you diffected this Part in
its natural State, and then told me it was not fo, you
would then, indeed, have faid fnmcthing i v ithe® 4
think you have been wifer than to acquaint me with
fuch News. And now, Sir, tho’ I think I have
here faid fufficient to prove it true, whatI have there

* faid 1n my Trearife, fince I fpeak not of Difeafes n
that part of the faid Book ; yet for your farther
Satisfaction, I will go a little farther with you, e-
ven in the Difeafe attending rhat Part, from WIBCF

(Dif:
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- (Difeafe) you are pleafed ro take your Proofs of my

- Diffe&tion of a found Eye, being wrong. Admitting
then, Sir, the Maladie of the Cryfalline or Cata-
rail (as you fay,) .and that you do cut the Capfila
of the Cryffalline in couching the Catarali y and that «
number of the Lamine are turn’d off by the Needle,
when as it were (fay you) the Cryftalline is [traped,
Now, then, Sir, the Mcmbrane or Capfula b:iing
thus furely fufficiently cas, lacerated, or taken off,
and the Lens or Cryftalline tho’ {o difeas’d, yet being
no way adherent to its faid Membrane, what, inthe

- name of goodnefs, fhould hinder it from falling
down, even as the former in the perfet State? Am
I then, Sir, to be publifh’d certainly wrong and
miftaken, &c. becaufe you fee not clearly the Dif-
ficulties following thereon, as to the nature of #i-
Son, &c? or am I, or muft I then account to you
for all the Difficulties you meet with in your Prac-
tice ? or on this Head ? Otherwife youw’ll rafhly
brand me to the World with being miftaken, wrong,
&c. But, Sir, tho’ I have not granted all you ai-
fert in the Affair of eperating ; neither do I judge

-1t neceffary to call upon you, fufficiently to prove
the whole, {ince my Intention here, is rather to de-
fend myfelf, than tocriticife. However, Sir, fince -
there is like to be no Peace in Ifrael if I do not
fome way account or anfwer you how Zijfion is per-
form’d; fhould the difeas’d Cryfalline fall or be
beaten down, 1 muft then obferve and own to you,
Sir, that I am not a little furpriz’d at your afking

- (or of your Difficulty in this) when I confider (be-
ing credibly inform’d) that you have not only tranf-

- lated Monfieur Maitre-Fean ; but that you have e-
ven writ Notes upon him, which you intend to pub-
lith, What fhall I fay then? For tho’ I have not
look’d into that Author upwards of twenty Years,
yet I well remember, you might there fufficiently
fatisfy your felf about the nature of Zifion, on the

B4 A difeavd
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difcas’d Cryflalline or Cataralf being beaten downs,
which, according to that Autbor, by its Preffure on
the fide or lower Edge of the vitreous Humour, which
(by its natural Softnefs) occafions the Cavity of the
fard Humour to arife ; and thus to become convex,
and fo'in a great meafure to anfwer the defet of
want of the Cryftalline, 1ho never ({ayshe) 1o fee
fo well as before, which (continues he) they never do
after couching. ButnowI think on’t, youmight have
{een all this and much more from the faid Author
in my Book, page 79 and 88. Am I then, Sir, to
acquaint you with all this, after your juft now tranf-
lating and writing Notes on that Auther 2 But now,
as to my own particular Opinion on this Subject, I
might, perhaps, be able to fay more, or even fome-
what zew ; but I judge that 1 have at prefent faid
enough to have render’d this Letter fufficiently
long. However, I muft yet obferve, it {eems ne-
ceflary I fhould yet write to you, tho’ you propofe
coming to Town, fince Iunderftand they are upon
publithing a new Edition {peedily of your Farriery,
in which I fhould expelt fome Alteration, Pofi-
feript, or Errata, &c. if you any way allow to be
true, what is here advanced, from,

Sir,
Your humble Servant,
Pr. KExneDY.

P.§. 1 cannot judge the Compiles from bur-
lefque Wits or Poets to be of great Force, when

on ferious Subjeéts ; fince generally but Wit at beft,
and meant as fuch by the Author, rarely to bear a
ftrict Scrutuny. Hudibras well knew, that though
Money-getting-Lawyers agree in taking Money,
or, like Swifs, fight for their Pay; yet he well

knew
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knew (I fay) alfo, that the greateft Lawyers, who
fought Truth principally, as Grotius, Selden, &e.
writ whole Volumes againft each other.

i’i’%#‘M'5"if-"#'ﬁ’*@@N*@#W**%M#@*@@%M@%
Dr. KENNED ¥’ third L E TR

Sir,

Was in hopes of having received fome Anfwer

from you to my latt (to wit, my fecond Letter)
being an Anfwer to your firft 5 which faid Re.
{ponfe to yours, you muft neceffarily either have
found to be erroneous or Juft: Ifthe firft, you ought,
no doubt, in fuch cafe to have thewn me my Er-
ror, and {o to vindicate what you had before af-
firm’d ; which I doubt not you would readily e-
nough have done, ha{_i there been the leaft room
for it.  But if found Jult, Ifay, I cannot imagine
but that you ought as freely and readily to have
own’d it {o to be ; elpecially if yoyu fincerely feek
after Truth only, and not an Obftinacy of refufing
to acknowledge it 5 fince, as you obferve, FHuma.
nim eff errare, For my own part, were | guilty
of fuch a Fault, I fhould very readily, for the
fake of Mankind, freely own it ; there being
lefs Difhonour in fo doing than in the refufal, or
in the perfifting in Error,  Fhys a Man who only
feeks Truth, Fufice, and Improvement, will be in
no Fear or Apprehenfions in communicating hijs
Thoughts under his hand. Bur ’tis well, Sir, if
you be not more ready to attack without giving
proper Notice in fuch Affairs than o defend, and to
make good fuch attack, fuch Perfon (unawares 4¢.
tack’d) having recover’d himfelf, or being now
Properly prepared and in a State of doing himfe]f
Juftice.  Or, have I then in my laft refolved o
fatisfy’d you in your Difficulties, yet incline not to

own :
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own it? Nor judge proper to ack (as you fay)

what you bave afferted in your Farriery. However,

Sir, fince I cannot have a more f2// or a more di-

reéi Anfwer from you, I moft conclude that you

ftill approve of that you firf} publifbed 5 fince the

fame Words are in the fecond Edition continued as

before, and juft now publith’d; even fince the

writing you my laft Letter, by which I required an

Alteration to be made in that particular, of my being |
 wrong, &c. in your faid fecond Edition 5 which ’tis |
true, the Bookfeller acquainted me was printed off |
~ before I fpoke, and could not therefore be alter’d
without great Charge ; that it was bis Book, not|
yours, €&7c, I told him, as I had done you, it|
tnight be fupply’d by Errata or Pofifcript, at ag
{mall Expence : Nor was itany way material tome
who the Book belong’d to. Now, fince there has
been noregard had to thefe Remonfirances 3 nor that
vou have taken any Notice, or to have made the
Yeaft Apology for fo doing 5 1 muft, I fay, in effett
thenconclude, fuch fecond Publication to be a kin@
of Anfwer. I have, however, always, firft chofe
to communicate my Thoughts to fuch as have doné
me any Injuftice, rather then rathly to take the
more rigid way of doing my felf Juftice, and have
thus accordingly ftill chofe to write you thisg
tho’ probably from what has before been obferv’dy
*tis likely you judge you have taken the Method
moft proper for' yourfelf, and confequently leave
me to take mine, or to determine what is moft ful~
table to &

Your humble Servant, &,

dork-boufe, March T -
the 4th, 1737-8.  London. R

N.B. Thefirft Poft T might reafonably have ex-
pe@ted your Anfwer, I found inftead thereof you

had writ to your Bookfeller, who, in a few lfa.,
- there:
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thereafter, publifhd your {fecond Edition of the faid
Farriery, inall probability by your Dircion that
Poft, at which time I underftood that your Affairs
together were then finifh’d, and intended not now

‘to come to Town as you had propofed.
@%%@%@@%%@@@ﬂ@

Dr.BR AckEN’s focond LETTER.

Lancafter, #7th Marrb, 173%.
Sir, ' |

¥ Received your fecond Letter this Poft, and thould
I have anfwer’d your firft before now if Bufinefs
‘had not hinder’d; and really if I had found any
Reafon to alter my Opinion, I fhould (on read-
ing yours) have omitted fome {mall Concerns, I
had then in hand, to have given a proper An-
fwer ; however, I now fay, and vouch it, as an
‘undoubted Truth to a Demonftration, (viz.) That
*tis Impoffible, according to the Rules in Optics,
for the vitreous Humour to fupply the place of the
Cryffalline, when the latter is wholly beat down,
or put out of its place in couching for a Catarast,
and this is very eafy to be thewn in a Camera Ob-
Jeura, for you cannot, by any Glafs, or Diapbanons
Medium, in the Shape and Figure of the vitreous
Humour, cither before or after the Cryltalline is re-
‘mov’d, caufe the Luminous Rays to become conver-
gent upon the Retina ; nay, even not fo much as to
reprefent any Image whatfoever : tho’ I will readily
own, fuch Perfon may diftinguifh Light from outer
Darknefs, and fome of the Colours which contain
the largeft Particles of Matter, fuch as Red, &c,
_If you only place yourfelf in a proper Camera
O’fcura with a Glafs of a fit Convexity to reprefent
the Cornea, and another held in your Hand (which

muft



¥2 Letters, Notes, &e. ref:za‘zﬂg to the Eve,

muft be of a larger Sphere than the firft) to rf:pre-i
fent the Gr_yﬁ:zﬂme I fay, by this means the Rays.
become properly convergent upon the Retina, or
white Paper ; but, on taking away the convex?!
Glafs in your Hand, and placing a Glafs of a glo-
bular Figure, (th;lt being near the Figure of the
witreous Humonr when you raifeit up, asimagin d,
in the place of the Cryfalline ;) 1 fay, by fuch a
Glafs, nor other Diaphanous Body of the fame
'Sh1pL, will you be able to bring the Rays to a |
proper Focus upon the Paper that reprefents thc*
Retina, i
I muft confels Maitre-Fean has worded the Para-
graph as you mention; but tho’ I believe hima
very good, nay, one of the beft Authors of hlsg
Time, yet I know he is often miftaken in his Ac
counts with relation to the nature of ¥ifion, which |
proceeds from his Deficiency in the Knowledge of
Natural Philofopby : And this is no wonder, feemgs
moft of the Freach are ignorant of that branch of
ufeful Learning, being generally very volumi-g
nous, and very infipid. s
I you will pleafe to ftate the Cafe, and keep’
to the Point, I fhall willingly anfwer in the beft |
- manner I am able; and if we cannot agree about'|
the Matter, I would have us confent to the Deter-
mination of a third Perfon, well {kill’d in 0pt1cks£
and no doubt but {fuch there are in England, althe®
but very few, Ifear, otherwife we fhould not ﬁ)g
often fee Blunderers rais’d to Dignities which they
are not worthy of ; for neither Grant, Read, nor
Taylor, three Ch:ullfts to the Court in the ]atn:-
Reigns, knew any thing of the Matter, which_
fhews how deficient we are in judging of pmper
Perfons to reftore us to our Eye-fight, when we‘i.

want fuch Helps. f
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I thall come to Town yet, and I think to fettle
it London 5 therefore I muft defer my further
Anfwer to your Queries *till then, and am,

SR
Your’s fincerely,
Hexnry BRACKEN.

| P, 5 Pray excufe Hafte, for I have writ Poft-

- hafte.
VB R et A SN S RS N S It AL A S A N ASL A

Dr. Kennepy’s Fourth LETTER.

Now freely own to you, Sir, that your fecond
[ or laft Letter of the vth of March, wouches to
ne (as youjay) for an undoubted Truth to a Demon-
bration, that it is unnecefliry for me to be much
lefirous of any more of your Anfwers on the pre-
ent Subject, or any longer to continue fuch an un-
atisfactory and unprofitable a Correfpondence 3
vhich 1 freely own alfo, I now almoft think I
night as well not have troubled myfelf with : But
Vlen mult experience each other firft by Corre-
pondence, or otherwife, before they can fufficient-
y know each other. I might indeed have fatif:
ied myfelf (perhaps) on this Head, had I read
rour Books 5 but ’tis very certain that I read no
nore of ’em than that Paragraph, or Part, which
elates to me; and now, probably, I fhall not
nuch incline to examine any further after the Spe-
#mens of Lettcrs you have thoughe fit to fend me,

R L

T '."._"" |

You werily oblerve in your laft, That you write

Poft-kafte. Yes, truly, it would verily feem fo
ind *tis well if you do not read fo likewife, if not
vhen affeep. In your laft, then, you call my third
etter my fecond, and my fecond my firft ; which,
'ou fay, you would bave anfwer’d foomer, &c.

4 where-
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whereas you had already anfwer’d my firff by your
firft fome Weceks before 3 yet this isa {fmall Fault,
ealy to be excus’d, in one who writes Poft-bafte.
But it appears (I doubt) to a Demonftration, that
g:-u publith your Remarks fo alfo, if not yo r
ooks in general. I cannot but at the fame timg
obfirve, it feems more than probable, that my
forefaid late prefling Letter ina great meafure
forc’d your fecond Anfwer 3 tho® not one Word to
the real purpofe in queftion, yet merely ferv’d to
demorfirate, that you refolv’d to fay fomething, in
order ftiffly to deny, &¢. (as in your firft) youf
freely own, that you are a little pofitive: It is well
if the World do not conftrue it O4ffinacy in ————=
or even in the cleareft cafe. But in your laft, Sié
you obferve, Thatyou foundno reafon to alter yous
Opinion. 1 do indeed much queftion thatany Rea-
fon, tho® eer {o evident, can bring you to own
your Error. Could any thing be more evident,
¢lear and plain, than what I writ you in my fe-
cond, to wit, my Anfwer to your firft Lette 7
wherein I obferv’d, what you attack’d, and faid ?

1y

your Book [ was miftaken in, was, That of the De
fection of the Cryftalline Humour in its natural .S'M_'
particularly, that of zhe fpringing, or falling out g
the faid Cryftalline, on cutting its Tunic, Sacculus
or Capfula: Of all which you think proper not toi
take the leaft notice in your faid laft, becaufe (ac
doubt) I had fufficiently prov’d that to be trug
from your own Words, viz, That the Cryftalline
is not any ways adberent to the Membranes 12aF
furround it 5 and mult therefore neceffarily fol
low, that, on cutting thefaid Membranes, 7 mf
confequently fall out : Which, as I then told you
was a full Anfwer (without going any further) t0
~what you charg’d me with being miffaken, O
- = in. your faid Book. Yet with Good-Nature, It
. clining to indulge you, o to illuftrate thefe Ma

"
L ,
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~ toand from Dr.BRACKEN, on Farriery, 1¢
ters a little farther, for your more particular Be-
boof and Infiruciion in that which you' plainly ap.
pear’d to be at a lofs in, I then alfo obferv’d to
you, that it muft likewife as neceffarily follow, in
like manner, in the difeas’d Cryfialline, as in the
other, by your own forefaid Rule, of its being no
ways adberent, &c. 1 even then, yet farther ftjl]
to illuftrate Matters for your proper Satisfaction,
inclin’d to acquaint you with what you feem’d to be
at a great lofs in, and feemingly intirely unac-
quainted with ; even tho”® as faid, that you have
tranflated the Author whofe Opinion I mention’d
-you on that Head, and that you had alfo read my
Book, which likewife quotes the fame Author and
Particular ; becaufe as I then obferv’d, without fome
fuch Indulgence towards you, there was not like to be
any Peace in Ifrael. Now, what is the Confequence
of all chis, or of fuch a gencrous Ufage and Indul-
gence, (no way neceflary to make good the real
- Matter in difpute, already fufficiently prov’d from
your own Words?) Why, truly, the confequence
is, that you think fit, in your faid fecond Anfwer, to
drop, and take no further notice of this materal
Part, or of the real Thing ; but, like a drownin
or dying Man, you lay faft hold of that which is
‘no way material to the real Thing indebate, (firft
laid down) but, I fay, catch faft hold of that which
T gave you as the Opinionof a nozed Author on that
Head, yet at the fame time alfoacquainting you that
I referv’d my own private Opinion on this Head,
How is it then that we fhall find the prefent State
of the Cafe? Why, truly, you have intirely dropt
or retreated from me, to imtrench yourfelf in youy
Camera obfcuras or like a blind Man, who can-
not diflinguifh Colours, or fec Things, threfbes all
that comes in bis Way, or lays fet bold of any one
. that happens to be zext bim : and thus you have
“din like manner laid faf bold of Monficur Mastre:
L

 Jean,
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- Fean, and would take him for me ; and the great

misfortune is, that you would, or really feem not

 to know it: But then, you are ready to cry out;

if chis be the cafe, that you have hold of him in-
tcad of me, it muft furely in honour lie on me
to relieve him. No truly, Sir, I think not; e’n
Jight bimfelf, &c. I have bufinefs of my own; nor

~* ‘do I know that I am oblig’d toany fuch Underta-

king. But, alas! Sir, T muit asyet acquaint you,e-
fpecially fince you mention referring the Difpute be-
twixt us to a third Perfon, if any fuch there are ( fay
you) proper, &c. that the Difficulty or Conteft you
are now in with Maitre-Fean has been long fince
{ufficiently debated pro & con, before the Literati
in France, and elfewhere, and on which whole Vo-

~ lumes have been writ; fo that it appears to a De-.

monftration, that you are intirely unacquainted with
this, as well as with the various Differtations to
the fame purpofe in the Fournals des Scavans, on
which the faid Literati have already made their
Decifions. But had you a little better examin’d my
Treatife (without reading all thefe) particularly in
Page 23, 76, 78, 79, and 80, you might there
poffibly have found fufficient on this Head, with-
out going further, and thus have prevented all
this Trouble. Nor would I {uppofe you to want
one to explain it for you, or fhould you yet think
proper to look into it again, I would then bas |
your reading it Pofl-hafle. But it feems likewife |
firange you fhould propofe to me the refer-
ring to a third Perfon what you have already
publifh’d as certain ; but the World (I doubt)
will plainly enough fee t0 @ Demonfiration, that
your Certainty at belt is very uncertain: Belides
that, as [ have faid, what you propofe to refer, pro-
perly belongs to Maitre-jfean, and his Adherents,
whereas you feem to be on the fide of #uolboufe,

probably without knowing your Leader. But
i fincgy’
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~ fince I here mention Maitre-Fean, whom you allow

- to be one of the beff Authors of his Time, yet you

~ at the fame time obferve him to be often miftaken, as
well as very deficient, or ignorant in natural Philofo-
2%y 5 and that all his Countrymen (confequentiy he
alfo) are very voluminous and mfipid. Now, what, in
the Name of Goodnefs, thould poffefs any onc (as it

- {eems you have) to tranflate fuch anignorant, dull,
infipid Author? tho’ all the Harm I wifh you is,
‘that you knew one kalf as much. In fine, Sir, I
with you alfo knew when, where, and whom 1o at-
tack, as well as when to give up. I now muft
leave you to remain confin’d in your Camera obfen-
ra, whilft I remain, o

' Your’s, &,
York-boufe, March,
the 16th, 1737-8. Pr. Kexnepy.
London.

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ:’ﬁ

Dr. BRacKEN’s third LETTER.

b Lancr, 19 March, 1737

SIR, 9 737

Am not fo faft thut up in my Camera Obfeura,

or bewilder’d in your Labyrinth of Words, 4s
you may imagine ; and, 1 affure you, I am ready,
without any ill-natur’d Language, to enter the
Lifts with you, and print our Difputes in the pub-
lick Papers. .

You will wonder if I thould guefs your Age by
your way of writing; yet, I think, I can come
pretty near it, tho’ I have no other Helps: for I
never heard of your being very eminent in the Pro-
feffion, therefore I might not fo well know your
Standing, as weterm it. Well then, let me fee,
you are about 55, and therefore growing old, and

C crabbed,
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“crabbed, but not one whit the wifer than you were
in 1713, when you publifhed your Book, intitled
Ophthalmegrapbia, or at leaft you are unwilling to
own it. But, when Jefting is over, I muft infift
upon it, that the Cryftalline Humour of ihe Eye will
not, in a natural State, on mmﬂg the Tunica Ara-
nea, immediately [pring out of its Place. And here-
in, I think, Ifairly attack and contradit your Doc-
trine; nay, and I will make it appear too : For I
need only take a Calf’s or a Sheep’s Eye, if you’ll
allow the Experiment to be as good, and I think
it is, on thofe Creatures, as human Bodies; I
fay, I will take one of thofe Eyes, and with a
Needle fcrape off feveral Lamine of the Cryfalline,
and afterwards diffect the Eye, when you will find
the Cryftalline in its proper Place. But, perhaps,
Dr. Kennedy may fay *tis poflible to do this, with-
out cutting the Capfula of the Cryftalline, tho’ I be-
lieve his Opinion will be fole: I can alfo tell the
Reafon why the Cryfalline does not immediately
fpring out on cutting the Capfu/a when we couch a
Cataralfi. But this may ferve for another Epiitle,
if you defire it.

Asto your Fournal des Scavans, 1 have read them,
as well as moft Phyfical Effays which relate to a
human Body, and I hope I have digefted them,
tho’ you fay I read and write poft-hafte : And, in
my opinion, we muft read fafter than you feem to
write, or elfe we fhall but make a poor Progrefs.
in our way of Bufinefs: For, if you fnrge: not
the firft Apborifin of our Leader, you will be of
- opinion, that Life is fbort, Zc. and that if a Man’s
Head be truly fathion’d, or bien tourner, us the
French have it, he will eafily fift the Cheff from
the Grain, without [plitting Hairs, as they do in
the f}‘auma! des Scavans.

I can tell you of a Man, and his Name too, that
fell thro® the Ice, and was feveral Fathom under

water,,
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. Water, for the Space of fix Hours, and after that
- Was taken out living, when he declar’d he heard
the Bells at Stockbolm ring moft of the time he was
in his watry Element : Yet tho’ this js authen-
tickly recorded, delieve it who will, notwith ftanding
the plaufible Argument of the Foramen Owalp
being open, in this particular Subject.

If you write any more, don’t be ill-natur’d 5 for
if you are, I will publith an Advertifement, and
%i;?ﬂ you a fair Challenge to anfwer me, {o that the

orld may judge whether or no I have wrong’d you.

I can’t fay I read your Book about the Eye
over; butl read fo far as to find it was publithed,
fix Years after Maitre-Fean’s, and that you under-
ftood fo much French as to become a Plagiary,
which was far enough for |

Yours, &c,
2o Dr. KENNEDY, at York:
Houfe, York-Buildings, H. BRACKEN.
London,

M%%M#@####@#@M@W##*##?#%M

Critical Remarks, &y way of Anfwer, fo Dr. Brac-
KEN’s third or laf LETTER.

P T is remarkable in my laft, or 4th Letter to
! this Author; (as there obferved) that the two
pecimens of Letters he had fent me (the fecond
of which was abfolutely forced from him witch
difficulty) were fully fufficient to fatisfy me {o far,
as not to defire any more of fuch idle, frochy, pre-
tending, trifling, and fhifring Stuff, fo lictle to the
true purpofe (whether from a real Jgmorance, much
to be {ufpected) or that it was otherwife, made it
much the fame to me. I was however well fatif-
fied that fuch 4 fimart Reprefentation and Ridicule of
his Defence, (as that I laft fent him) muft ejcher
oring him to his Senfes, or otherwife, at leaft Jpur
Mm to an Anfwer (which he fo little inclined to,
C2 as
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as may eafily be perceived by his fecond) and this
laft effe it had with full fufficient Speed ; being
it was inftantly anfwered, as may be obferv’d by the
Dates of the faid Letters, altho’ I in reality wanted
no more of any fuch wild, bewilderd Epifi'es. Ne-
verthelefs, I cannot but fay, that this third or laft
Letter of his fatisfied me beyond any of the for-
mer, fince he, by this, painted himfelf out more
exaltly (his Spirit and Metal being now thus raifed)
he accordingly fo better difcover’d his #aked Wit
and Capacity, Penctration, Obftinacy, Contradic-
tion, Vanity, Forwardnefs, Memory, Knowledge or
Sincerity, &c. All which ftill confirm’d me the
more not to trouble myfelf any further with the
continuance of fuch an anprofitable Correfpondence.
“Thus then I have rather chofe to make my Re-
marks (to the Publick) on this his third or laft Let-
‘ter, than any other way to anfwer it; by which
{fuch as incline to amufe themfelves this way, or
who any way think it worthy of their perufal, may.
have this Opportunity, and thus judge thereof, as.
they fhall think moft proper. ;
Firft, then, It is very well known that there are
few who are fo clofely fbut up in their Camera Ob-
Jeura, or Dark Room, where 1 left him, but that
they will every now and then o/t t0 the Grate, ftill
{o to fputter in your Face, there to curfeand fwear,
as alfo, to continue to give bad and fou! Language ;
fo likewife to call you Names ; or, laftly, to throw
even the Contents of their P——{I—— P——rt in your
Face, as a full Proof of the f#rongeft and beft Rm-l
Jon they are able to give you. ‘|
My Labyrinth of Words, as he mentions it, is
fuch a Labyrinth, (1 dare to affert, and do believe,
that moft of Mankind will be of the fame Opinion)
that it is fully fufficient to keep him fo fbut up, as:
never to be able 2o get out of it. Butif he would al-
{o be underftood, as he feems to infinuate, thl?t'
av
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have there ufed too great a Number of Words; I
will eafily and readily agree, thatfo many ufed to
fome Men might juftly enough be reckoned o0
many 5 but when we confider them as ufed to thofe
of lefler Capacity, Penetration and Perfpicuity, or
that it proceeds from an #ntoward Obfiinacy, or a
real natural Defeff, the Want of Apprebenfion, or
the Unwillingnefs to the receiving of any juft Im-
preffions, it will then, in fuch cafe (I believe) be
found to be abfolutely neceffary to ufe full as ma-
ny (not fewer) Words; being that fuch #ndocil,
muddy, opake Genius’s, muft have the fame Words,
Phrafes, or Senfe, feveral times repeated over to
them, and perhaps even warioufly changed aifo, in-
to different Shapes and Forms, before they will, or
can rightly comprebend the Meaning thereof; and
even laitly, but rarely, or ever jufly, to take, or
receive the Whele. ;

As tohis Affurance of being ready, without any 1ll-
natur’d Language, &c. I mult referthis Particular to
the Pablic,to conliderthe very good-natur’d Language
he goes on with in the faid Letter; as firft, in ob-
ferving that of my Age, my growing old and crabbed,
my <want of Eminence in the Profeflion, my not
being one whit the wifer than in the Year 1713, cal-
ling me @ Plagiary, &c. To anfwer him then in his
own Stile, (being I never faw him) were I to guefs
bis Age, by his manner of Writing, Apprebenfion
anpd Fudgment, Haftine[s, or Teftinefs, with the Po-
litene[s of his Words, or the Crabbifbnefs of his Ex-
preffions, 1 muft cnnff:t}utntiy judge him to be a-
bout Nine, or Ninety, it not about 100, becaufe old
Folks are commonly faid to be twice Children.

 As to the Word Eminence, he is pleafed to
make ufe of, particularly in fo far as it relates to
the Profeffion, this feems to me to be fuch a moft
notable, and fo very copious a Field, that I could, -
methinks, write a2 whole Volume on this exten-
b L3 five
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five Subject. I fhall however, at prefent, content my-
felf with the few following Hints thereon, viz. Firft,
That | had examin’d nothing with regard to his
Eminence, or that of his Standing, when I firft writ
into Lancafbire to him, otherwife T might pro-
bably have faved myfelf that Trouble; but fo far
from having the leaft Thought or Confideration of
his, or any other Perfon’s Eminence, who in fome
remote Corner might apply himfelf to the patch~
ing up a Treatife of Farriery (tho' even filch'd)
from the principal Authors on that Subject, for the
Ufe of fuch country Folks as know no better ; yet
had he, I'{ay, been a profefled Farrier, who had -
been idle enough to gather together, out of others,
fuch a Fumble to make up a Book, whom never-
thelefs I could at the’ fame time any way ima-
gine to have the leaft good Intention 3 any qne fuch
then, I fay, being pleafed to quote a Paffage out of
any Treatife written by me, and which Pa/fage he
judg’d, and publifh’d as erroneous, at the fame time
{eeming to allow the reft of the faid Zreatife to be .
good 5 I thould from thence imagine, that he meant
no 71/, and fo readily conclude, that he deferv’d ta
be writ to, and I would accordingly endeavour 70
fet bim right, by a Letter on that Head, merely out
of Good-nature and Humanity, as well as froma
Love of Truth. Thus to {et a bewilder’d Stranger
in the right Road, and from a Defire, at the fame
time, that the reft of the heedlefs part of Mankind
might not follow fuch a froliing Guide, or in the.
leaft to be led aftray by any fuch. But now, to:
come vyet a lictle clofer to the word Eminences
I muft own I fhould not have been difpleafed that
he had given us his own particular Definition
thereof, (being he may have affix’d fome Jpecial
Ideas of his own thereto, beyond the common.)
However, as to my own particular, I mutt freely
own,
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own, I trouble -my felf very little (or not at all) a-

bout the common Name, or the Title, which a Man -

- recetves in the World, whether by . Cuftom, Fa-

vour, Intergf, &c. or with that of the Show and -

Figure which he makes, or even that of his great
Flutter in Bufinefs, or the common Vogue and loud
Cry that runs after any fuch Perfon, fince he may,
for all this Show, Noife and Flutter, be little or no
better than a pompons Charletan in a [plendid Equi-
- page, &c. No, no; thefe are not in the Jeaft
any of my Confiderations, or what I have the leaft

regard to, with fuch I incline to correfpond, or

reai_) the leaft Inftru&ion from, fince it is that of a

~real Knowledge in whata Man pretends to, and
ought 7o underftand : Let him be ¢’er fo obfeure in

the moft private Cottage or Garret, tho’ even there

in Rags, 1 fhall rather endeavour to do the Fuf-
tice due to fuch Meriz, and be at leaft [or#y he re-
mains fo much %id, and fo much negleited by the
World, the Fate of many, perhaps even the greazeft
Men. What is it to me, that a rastling, fluttering,
burrying, buftling, cloudy-pated, confufed, or grave-
ly vain Fellow, makes the moft pompons Show, ei-
ther in his Equipage, or manner of living ? is great-
ly Jought after, and admir’d too by Tusws and

Country, nay has even all the fine Titles too, as well

as of the longeft fanding, and thus to be regarded

by the untbinking Town, and with the unpenetra-

ting Country-Folks to be that moft defervedly em:-

nent Perfon 5 when at the fame time, I fay, upon

a due Scrutiny, I do inreality find there is little of

that true Knowledge in him, or of that he pretends
to, and fhould know. Are not, or ought not, thefe

rather to be greater Proofs that he deferves only,

for fuch, to be the more contemned and defpifed ?
Thus, thould the Apprentice Boy of a Surgeon or A-

pothecary, of but a Twelvemonth’s ftanding, know

more. of Auatomy or Phyfick, than our bufy, pre-

Ca tending
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tepding Critic, 1 fhould efteem and conclude the
former to be the moft waluable, (nay, in my Eyes,
the more’ defervedly eminent too) and that the lat-
ter only deferv’d to be laugh’d at for his Titles,
Long-flanding, or any other kind of vain Eminence,
if he had it. In this manner it is then, that the
Reality, not the Names or Shadows of Things are
only fought after and regarded with Men of real
and frue Knowledge, But now, as to my own Par-
ticular (efpecially in this way) has not my Trearife
of the Eye been well enough received in the World ?
Nay, has not even he himf{clf allowed and own’d it
under his own hand to be good? What is it then
properly he has further to do with ? or what has he
to do with this Eminence? However then, even
to give fome Anfwer to this improper and impolite
Queftion, without, at the fame time, fuppofing my
{elf to be any way like fome Men of the greatef
Merit, who (as has been obferv’d) have often had |
the leaft Intereff, fo (generally) they have alfo had |
the moft Ewnemies, particularly in all corrupt Socie-
ties or Times ; yet without, I fay, in the leaft ap-
prehending this to be my Cafe, if he judges of |
Eminence by the Greatnefs of the Practice, even
Galen himfelf, that great Author, and Father of |
the Profeffion, had nothing near fo much Praétice
as at that time a certain Roman Phyfician, now
hardly known, Nay it is even a queftion, as fu
pofed, whether Galen was ever Phyfician to the
Emperor 3 or, if he was, what would that prove ¢
Is not Dr. 7- y, O to his M 2
&Fe. Ratchiff furely had much more Bufinefs than
“any of the King or Queen’s Phyficians in his time:
Thus they were more eminent in Honour, whilft he
was {o in Praffice ; nor would he, as ’tis faid, ac-
cept of that eminent Station. How little then even |
fome others, any more than he, may ¢feem, or va-
Yue Titles, Names, or Places, thus to acquire fuch:
Eminence,
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Eminence, may be the Queftion? That fo very ce-
lebrated Author Celfus allo is queftion’d whether
ever to have practiced ; nor had he any Zs¢/es, that
we know of : Yet, as to my own particular, who is
it that can pretend to determine, or fay, whether
it may be my own Fault, or that of the Neglect of
the Public, that I am not in the middle of more
buftle to be fought and run after with {fo much
Noife and Hurry? Or is it that this excellent Cor-
refpondent thinks I ought to runabout the Country
feeking for Bufinefs, {o to be more heard of in this
way ? or, if not this, muft I, to oblige him, (or to
form him proper Ideas) ftrongly puth for it, and
greatly crave it, even in Town? Suppofing I now
fhould incline to live without Bufinefs, or be indo-
lent, or otherwife incline to divert myfelf greatly
with my particular Pleafures, or that I thould not
much incline to be employ’d, unlefs detter paid
than the #/ual, or to have a more confiderable Con-
fideration at once, for putting others, who defire
toattend more in common Practice, into the moff pro-
per, fafe, and fhorteft Method, (tho’ the World may
not {o readily come into any fuch Scheme ;) or if, as
yet, that [ incline to be gratified, as Lawyers are, be-
fore-hand, fo better to judge of the Equivalent, for

putting them in fome fuch like eafier method of

cure, and that [ incline not over-clofely to be pinn’d
dewn to common Pratfice and Attendance, according
to ufual Form; how ftands it then? Or if it be
that my Intereft in the World be not fufficiently
ftrong, ({o to be well recommended,) or that I am
fome how defeltive in the knack of pleafing (any
more than I am him) other presending People, Pa-
tients, Pothecaries, or Praéiitioners 5 or that I would
not willingly be fo over-much mark’d out in this
Por any fuch like particular way, (as I had before
hinted to him in my Letter,) being, as I then told
i | him,
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him, I pretend equally to underftand the other Ma.
ladies of human Bodies: Now, does all this then
prove my Error, or defe¢t of Knowledge in what
I have writ, or pretend to? or, is it any Proof of
my want of Eminence in this way, becaufe I have
not made'a greater Noife or Buftle in Town and Coun-
try? And yet, notwithftanding all this, I fhould
have been obliged to him, that he had inform’d |
me who there is in our Dominions that has writ bet- |
ter, and is more knowing, or is more eminent in
this Way, even f{ince the time of my firlt pub-
lithing that fmall Treatife ? All which I thould in- |
cline to refer to the moft judicious, of whom I
muft at the fame time ask Pardon, for faying this
much of myfelf, which I know is not an agrecable |
Subject to the World in general, but that I hope it
may prove the more pardonable, as being fo forc’d
and oblig’d thereto, thus to advance fo much in
my own Defence, a Necefity which has #no Law. 1 |
might likewife further obferve, that I had in my |
former Letter acquainted him, that I had long fince |
entirely left off the performing of amy Operations, |
which for the moft part carries a good deal of that
kind of Bufinefs along with it; but, before I ene
tirely finith this Affair of Eminence, 1 fhould be |
glad to know alfo how this critical Author could
poflibly be fo very weak, as to quote any Author |
or Treatife (to avain Pretenderto the Difcoveryof |
-~ Novelties) as he did mine, and at the {fame timeto |
upbraid him with not reading or underfanding ity
unlef(s, I fay, he judged fuch Author fufficiently |
eminent, and worth the mentioning, And now, to |
lay afide any further Obfervations on Eminence in |
this Profeflion (tho’ I may perhaps anon prefent |
him or others with a particular Receipt on that |
Subjet for their further Inftruéion and Govern- |
ment in this way) I fhall now then leave it, and, |
in the next place, obferve, that he after this ta!{es !
notice,
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notice, that, 7hs® now old and crabbed, yet that I
am not one whit the wifer than in the Year 1713.
I have before {poke of the firft Part, to wit,
that of o/d Age, &c. Now, as to the latter part,
to wit, that of not being any wifer ; —no ; truly
not in that particular, 1 freely own, I am not 3 nor
can I poflibly defire to be more fo, than the true
Knowledge of the thing will admit of, to wit, the
Surtheft and greateff Demonfiration of Truth. But
here it may not be amifs I take fome notice of his
pretending to anfwer fomewhat to the Affair in
difpute, before I make any further Anfwers to his
Billing [gate Stile, tho’ the one is in reality as trifling,
dull, fbifting, and chicaning, as the other is rude and
abufive. However, he being ftill willing to fa
fomething, as one whom we fay dies very E:-an}:
now finding himfelf to be fo bard fet, and thus to
be entirely drove from all his other Fences or Re-
Jources belonging to Maitre-Fean, whofe Works
tis plain he did #ot kwow or underftand, tho* he
pretends (in his Book) to have tranflated bim ; yet
finding, I fay, to his great forrow, that he was
now forced to leave thefe dear trifling, gallymafry
Refources (nothing at all to the real purpofe, but
merely for the fake of faying fomething) he now
here then, in this his laft, would pretend to come
a little more to the real purpofe in difpute, tho’, in
truth, ftill a downright Shift, as well as the former :
Yet here, however, he would pretend to come to
the Anatomical Point in difpute, which I had more
than once obferved to him it entirely turw’d upon,
and on which he is pleafed to compliment me, in
his fecond Letter, that I muft have laid out my Ta-
lents very well in Anatomy 5 yet, unluckily for him,
this of Aratomy, which he has no way difcovered
his tolerable Skill in, is the only Part of the Book
that he has pretended (or chofe) to eriticife on;
much like fuch who would vainly value thcn}felv;s
| the
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the moft, on that which they are the weakeft in, or
know the leaft of, Well, let us hear then, 7he
Cryftalline Humour of the Eye, [ays be, will not in a
natural State, on cutting the Tunica-Aranea, im-
mediately [pring out of its place. Now this honeft
Gentleman being (it feems) fo very much in Years,
that his Memory here altogether fails him, and
cannot confequently reflet that he in this moft
plainly contradi¢ts himfelf, (unlefs yet ftill to call in
a lictle further help of a fhamelefs Shift or Chicane, as
he evidently feems to do) being he has (as before
obferv’d) in his former allowed and declared, that
the Cryflalline is not any way adberent to its Mem-
brane or Tunica Aranea, If {o then, as we have
- Yikewife already faid, what in the Name of Good-
nefs thould hinder it from falling out of this faid
Tunic, Membrane, or Sacculus, on its being fuffici-
ently laid open? Well, but then, our fbrewd, fbift-
ing, philofophbick Sophifter has got a Salve for that
too, and herein lies his notable Chicane; for he in-
tends to take a fpecial care not to have it fuffici-
ently laid open, /lgf it fhonid fo fall out, tho’ I
fhould be glad to know why, on diffection of
this Part, it fhould not be fufficiently /o laid open,
Thus (as has been faid) be choofes to go on, be-
caufe hewould ftill have fomething furcher to fay,
more fully to demonftrate how very little he knows
of the matter, and indeed to pro¥e more fully and
plainly, that he has never dz'}]:’).éﬁéd a human Eye in
bis whole Life.  "Well now, be it {o shen, as he ap-
pears to be more converfant with Cattle than with
human Bodies, he is thus confequently willing to
beg the queftion 3 and fo the better to prove his
Alfertion, and at the fame time me t0 be wrong, he
will make choice of another Subjet than what I
Jpeak or write of : That 1s, he will prove it (fays
he) by a Calf’s or Sheep’s Eye, being he concludes
the Eyes of thofe Creatures to be exa&lyf the -

s ame
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fame as thofe of human Bodies; which alfo
proves how very little he knows even of compar a-
tive Anatomy. Now not allowing them to be the
fame, how then? fince differing, T fay, in feve-
ral Particalars, befides the oblomg Form of the

Pupil in fuch Awnimals, which of courlfe will
render it to be much more eay for him to per-"*

form fuch an Operation, as he would willingly
undertake 3 orpretend to, (tho’ not in the leaft any
way to the purpofe.) Well but now I find, not-
withftanding all that’s here faid, he till much in-
clines that 1 would not be fo crabbed, but favour-
ably and kindly to admit of his Propofal. Well
then, be it even fo, I will now fo far induige bim
with his Calf’s or Sheep’s Eyes, as to fuppofe them
to be little or no way materially different in the
Particular fpoken of and in difpute, to wit, that of
the Cryfalline, with its Membrane : Very well, and
this now being allow’d, how then ? Why, truly,

our nice Operator, or delicate Anatomift, is to in-

troduce gently bis Needle, and then (fays he) fo o
Jerape off feveral Lamine of the Cryfalline, and after-
wards diffefl the Eye, when you will find the Cryfialline
in its proper Place. Now, obferve him weil, what
a moft excellent Speech bere is, made by our /pe-
cial Operator and Anatomift 3 tho’ I would earneft-
ly beg to know, whar, in the name of wonder, isit
this bufy Needle hf® ftill to do in this Afiair, {poken
of in my Book 2 On 2 full Diffe@ion of this Part,
viz. the intiréand naked Difcovery of the Cryfal-
line, by laying its Membrane or Sacculus fufficient-
Iy open for that purpofe. Or what, for God’s fake,
has this fcraping off feveral Lamine of the Cryftalline
(with the faid Needle) todo in this? But, notwith-
ftanding all fuch t7ivial Objeitions, we are, never-
thelefs, ftill moft willing to go on with our Story.
Well, and how then? Why truly, we would flily,
and moft carctully, as well as very dextroufly, flide iy

Our
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our forefaid valuable Needle, fo to fecrape off the La-
mine of our Calf’s Eye Cryftalline 5 and having
done this, we would then, even as dextroufly, flip
' it out again, without doing any farther Mifchief :
And this would be our Method of diffeting of 4
buman Eye ; and our way of fully and fufficiently
proving (to our own Satisfaction) our Criticifin to
be juft, and that our Adverfary, whom we have fo
judicioufly c¢7iticis’d on, muft apparently and un-
queftionablybe horridly miffaken, and quite wrong in
his Diffection of thefe Parts, orthat of @ buman Eye;
fo very evidently demonftrated on our Calf’s Eye,
by our moft accurate and peculiar Method of diffec-
zing. And this is the Manner of reafoning of this
admirable, critical Author, and fingular Dilleéior ;
which you’ll be pleas’d to allow is not fo greatly a-
mifs for one {o confin’d to his Camera Obfcura. But
to go on, and to prove, yet more fully, {uch Diffec-
tion of the buman Eye to be intirely falfe, as mention’d
in our Farriery, and now fo duly chaftized by us ; we
alfo think proper to throw you in the Hint, zbat
we can alfo tell the Reafon why the Cryftalline does
not immediately [pring out on cutting the Capfula when
we couch a Catarafl. Excellently well fbot again,
(an unparallel’d Markfman indeed) yes truly ; baz
this (continues he) may ferve for another Epiftle, if
you defire it. No, by no means, my dear Sir; 1
moft heartily beg you would not put yourfelf to any
fuch unneceffary trouble on my account, fince I
muft indeed freely own to you, I have had full e-
nough of ’em 3 even tho’ we fhould have fuch no-
table Remarks why Cataraiis do not drop or [pring
out of a Calf’s Eye on diffecting it, for the difco-
very of the Cryfalline Humour of a buman Eye only.
But, in reality, he thinksit fomewhat hard this fine
Story thould not be beard 5 fince all along, whilft in
his Camera Obfcura, his Head has been fo very full

of this Maladie, to wit; Cataraéls, which {fo ob-
| | ftructs
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But now to proceed yet a little further on our pre-
fent Letter 3 let useven ramble fomewhat further on
the Subjett of our great reading, He now then,
thinks proper to acquaint us, that he has read ali
thole Works, the Fournal de Scavans, as well a5
mafs phyfical Effays which relate 1o buman Bodies,
(for he fpeaks not now of Quadrupedes, nor of com-
pleat Treatifes or whole Works, but of Effays only.)
However, thefe be hopes be bas digefted well: And
Jfo truly it would feem, by bis Letters bere writ, &ec.
The next thing then he is pleafed to obferve, and
find fault with, is, that I do not write fafer, or
not enough of it, 1 know not how much 700 Slow,
or foo little 1 may write; but ’tis well if fome may
not jind fault or make flirht of my having wrif
fo much 5 {o that it will be a hard matter 7o pleafe
all Parties. But now how very well his Head is
truly fafbioned, and bien Tourner, which he men-
tions; or how fit it is for the ffting of Chaff, 1 will
nat pretend to determine : but Il agree with him,
as he feems to admir, that it is altogether unfit for
the [plitting of Hairs, as they do in the Fournal des
Scavans. And here our fingular Critick feems on-
ly to fall upon the principal known Authors or Lit-
Zerati in the Borld in our Age ; fince the Journal
des Scavans is only a Colle@ion of their principal
and moft curious Aecounts or Obfervations.  Bur
why fhould not fuch Freedom as this (*tis true) be
allowed to one fhut up in his Camere in Lancafter 2
Well, fince fo then, let us e’en yet ramble on more
fully to prove the Folly of thefe bair-[plitting
Meffieurs, as well as that of the Gafeonading Swedes.
‘He here then obferves the Ridiculoufnefs of that
Account, related by them, of the Man who s
faid lived fo many hours under water. And hera
‘he feems willing to take an Opportunity of letting
us know, that he has heard of fuch a Hole as the

Foramne
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Foramen Quale (ftill open inthisSubject.) But hadhe
likewife obferved to us (at the fame time) the Duc-
tus Bottali or Arteriofus, and that it alfo remained
open on that occafion; he, perhaps then, would

*not have found his Affertion (fo ftrongly attefted
by fuch learned Vouchers) to have appear’d to be
fo very ridiculous ; at leaft fuch Knowledge might
poflibly have, at leaft, induced him to be a little
more inclinable to have fufpended his Judgment
on the Subject, without believing himfelf thpedf
to take the Sacrament for the Veracity thereof, |
And as to that of the bearing of Sounds under water,
were he (appearingly) better acquainted with the |
Dod&rine of Undulation, communicated on or
through different Fluids or Mediums, probably
that alfu would then prove to be far lefs wonderfal |
to him,

He, after this, thinks proper to exhort mie,
that if I write any more not to be ill-natur’d 3 for
if I thould be /o, he then threatens zo publifp an
Advertifement, to give me a fair Challenge to anfw&r o
bim 3 fo that the World, fays he, may judge, &c. .
What! fo very ready to challenge a Perfon not fuf- 4
Jiciently eminent? But that matters not now ;swe
are grown very angry. Well, if fo, I muft leave
the World to judge whether I have much reafon, §
after what he has writ me, that I thould neverthe-
lefs write to him in the beft-natured and moft pleafing =
Stile? YetI hope it will, at the fame time, be ob-
ferved, that I appear not, in writing this, to be
greatly out of humour : And as to the threatening
part, which relates to the publithing of zhis Dif- |
pute, he will by this here find, that I have faved i«t
him that tmuble, being thus willing to oblige him
in the publifhing it for him. However, if he ©
thould not fo greatly relith the whole, let him
~ €en blame himfelf for having forced me to this §
" Extremity. But now come we to the laft Para-
| 4 - graph f
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' graph of his Epittle, by which he would feem wil.
- ling to infinuate, that he had o¢ read wy Book o-
- ver, thus to be even with me for having faid that

1 bad not réad more of his Book or Books thon that
Paragraph or Part which relates to me. But here
again, this very unlucky, poor Gentleman feems
more fully to prove his Age, alas! far too much,
by the great Failure of his Memory (which now it
feems evidently decays daily) fufficicntly here pro-
ved: Ifay, by what he writes in his S¢it Letrer;
when he fays, for you'll obferve the Expreffion, page
185, where I fay Dr. Kennedy is miffaken in one
Particular, which (continues he) 7s in effedt faying
the reft of your Performance is very goed, as I really
tbink it is, &c. How ! only guilty, or miftas
ken in one Particular, which is, fays he, in effest
Jaying the reft of your Performance is very good, as I
really think itis, What! M;iftaken only in one Par-
ticular, the reft very good, as be really thinks it 3 and

et all the while never to have read it over ? This
}rdﬂubt will appear fomewhat myftical to the Pub-

lick 5 efpecially if they fhould not favourably con-

ftrue it decay of Memory. Well, but let us then
try a little, if irLg:}ing on yet further he any way
better explains himfelf on ‘this Head. Thus he
goes on, in the fame Letter, I now affire you under
my Hand (that [o far as I am a Judge) you are boib a
good Author and Compiler, therefore pray be not dif-
pleas’d at me for mentioning you in my Bock, as guilty
only of one Miffake. How then? both a good Au-
thor and Coinpiler ——-Guilty only z one Miftake, and
{till never to have read this Author over, 1s full ag™
‘myfterious as the former, unlefs more excufable by
what has been hinted. But then, indeed, he alfo
thinks proper toadd, fince I am not, neither pretend
20 be infallible. Moft undoubtedly fo, truly 5 and
that it will too plainly, in all likelihood, fo ap-
Pear to the Publick; but then it were likewife to be :
.1%' D with’d 'y
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wifh'd that you were not quite fo pgfitive as you
freely own yourfelf to be. The next remarkable
Obfervation is, that my Book was publifh’d
fome Years after that of Monfieur Maitre-Fean:
Very well, and who doubts it, or pretends to chf-
pute it ? Do I not, with credit, quote that Aduthor 2
‘T'ranflate or introduce his new Opinion of Cazaraéls
(its being the very Body of the Cryffaliine, which
in that Operation is intirely deprefs’d) reprefenting
fuch his new Opinion, in the moft advantageous -
Manner. How is he then, or could any one fup- =
pole my Book to have been writ before that Au-
thor’s Book, which I there quote in the Manner
{fpoken of 7 Well, but the grand, home Charge °
then 1s, that Iama Plagiary; a very heavy Charge |
furely : Yet had I, methinks, enly (at that early |
time) tranflaced or abridged that Author, whether
with or without fuch new Opinion, I cannot per-
ceive 1t would or ought to have been the leaft Re-
flection on me nowj; or even if I had found or
takenr any thing from him that was good, why
fhould I not? Efpecially, fince I there mention
him with Honour and Regard, or even without cri= |
ticifing on the Novelty of his Opinion. Yet any one
who has his Eyes yet open, or a common Under-
ftanding free, may plainly obferve, that I do
not even there adhere to, or pofitively affirm or
determine fuch his new Opinion, that principal and |
moft remarkable Part of him, to wit, That of the
Body of the Cryftalline bt:mg intirely changed, and |
in the Operation is wholly éeat down, or depreffed,
(which our Critic, and Tranflator of thefaid Author; |
is fo much a Scranger to) I do not, Ifay, either af-
frm it to be E-lli"ﬁ or true, or fo much as to deter- |
mine, whether that or the former Opinion be the |
moft juft, or the moft to be depended on. Nay, i
it 1s, I thmk fufficiently evident, I give feveral |
Accounts of C.ltaraéts, and the operating on fuch,

ocrerhﬁr !
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together with the proper Obfervations on them,
whether more fuccefsful, or unfuccef:ful, which zfa
entirely different from any thing in him, or any o-
ther. That there is likewife an Aratemical Print,
as well as that of the Reprefentation of Objeéts to
the Eye, both which this Author i$ entirely with=
but, not having any one Print in his Book. The
Account of the Anatomy of that Orgasn, as well as
the Theory of Vifion, being greatly differing from
his, nor to be faid from him, or any othef parti-
ctlar Autbor, much thereof being properly my own,
&¢. Neither has he any Thing relating to the Af-
finity or Communication of the Maladies of the
£ar with that of the Eye, as in my Treasife; fo .
that the whole, whether good ot bad, is ‘on an
entirely different Plan, and is, no doubt, from the
Reafons obferved, an entively different T reatife;
Upon which, neverthelefs; I no way value myfelf;
as I have already obferv’d to him: But fince he is
here pleafed to mention Monfienr Maitre-Fean, and
‘that he acquaints us in his faid Farriery that he has
tranflated bis Book, and added Anmotations to it
(which has even been offered to the Bookfellers,
tho’ not fo readily accepted of ) at the fame
time ; [ fay, falling on in the moft violent man-~
her, upon 9=, his M- O ft, and this
noily Itinerant, poffibly not over:able to make
good whathe had advanced, tho’, for aught I know,
he might even likewife be able to fay fome-
thing to this, now fo commonly known, (from the
forefaid Author) yet whether he could or not; or
whatever his other vain, audacious Pretenfions may
‘be, I will neverthelefs (at leaft for the fake of
Truth) fhew this 7afb Critic, that even this, which
that forward blundering Perfon advanced (in that
Particular) it was only an Opinion taken from
Monfieur Maitre-Fean; and that our Critic, in thus
abufing of him (in that Article) he thus confe-
Quently abufes the faid honourable and Jearned
Da Authny.
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Author, whom he pretends to have tranflated. The
Words then of this very notable Tranflator and
Critic in his Farriery, Page 109, are thefe, ——
in the Operation of couching. ¢ But it is Folly
¢ and Madnefs to imagine with 7- # the Ocu-
¢ lift, that the Cryftalline Humour is quite turn’d
¢ out of the Cavity it makes in the Vitreous in fuch
¢ Operation ; and that the vitreous Humour be-
¢ comes convex in its place. I f{ay, this is (for Rea-
¢ {ons too plain to be infifted on) talking more like
¢ a quacking empirical Fellow, than one vers’d 1n
¢ Opticks. And Page 15. he alfo fays, — made
¢ Dr, 7—r 1magine, thac he turns the whole Bo-
¢ dy of the Cryftalline out of its place when he
¢ couchesa Catara&t.’—— Now, let usnext then ob-
ferve the proper Words of Monficur Maitre-fean
(whom this fpecial Critic has tranflated, Page 99.)
¢ Dailleurs le Cryftallin ne peut étre dérourné,
¢ qu’en méme tems le corps vitré n’ocupe fa place,
¢ comme je le prouveray ci-apres, & ne forme une
¢ boffe ronde qui imite en quelque fagon la fuper-
¢ ficie antérieure du Cryftallin. — Now without
tranflating this for him, being he has, he fays,
tranflated 1t (and a good T'ranflation itis too) what
then has he to pretend to, after.deeing thefe Words
fo very plain in that Author ? unlefs it be that his
~Memory now, alas! greatly fails him  But fince |
he has alfo given me a freth occafion of look-
ing into this fame Author, it may not be amifs I
now likewife hint, having negleéted, or not ob-
ferv’d in my former Letters, what is mentioned in |
this fame Author, in relation to my mentioning |
tic {pringing out of the Cryftalline Humour, on

the cutting of its Sacculus or Membrane : His
Words then are, Page 41. ¢Je fends enfuite en
* quatre parties, avec la pointe de la Lancette, la
¢ :membrane qui couvre le Cryftallin, apres quoi le
¢ Cryftallin s’¢chape de lui méme.’—— I might alfo
Bk mention
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mention out of the fame Authar, to prove yet more
fully his Opinion, fpoken of above, in relation to
Cataracts, as in Page 123, where he fays, —
Mais une alteration entiére de tout le Cryflallin, qui
change de couleur &9 perd [a tranfparance, & que
ceft ce Cryfiallin ainfi alteré qidon détourne avec lé-
guille. But now e’er we entirely finith this Af-
fair of the Plagiarifm, let us try a little how far
we can turn the Tables on our notable Accufer.
Letus now, I fay, make a fhort Excurfion on the
Afric Coaft, without carrying our Refentment to
the very Gates of Carthage, or endeavouring the
entire Demolition of that prend City, but rather to
bombard fome more modern fmall pyratical For-
trefs there. Firft, then, I fhall wave the other parts of
this Author’s Treatife, nay even that of the Eye,
only fome little Part thereof, fuch as may ferve
as a Specimen of the reft; tho’ I muft in ge-
neral obferve, that he has not thought proper
to take the leaft notice of @ Horfe’s Eye in par-
ticular, or fpoke of comparative Anatomy, on-
ly to have fuch account of & buman Eye, as he
thought would ferve his purpofe. I fhall then
take notice, that altho’ I was well perfuaded that
this Book of his was only a feanty Hotch-potchof the
noted Authors (before him) on that Subjeét; yet I
could fcarce have imagin’d him to have been a
fhamelefs Plagiary, even of, or from him he had
the Affurance to call fo, or rather to downright py-
rate bim (as Bookfellers term it) for to be a Plagi-
ary from him he charges to be {fo, nay, even moft
Sfhamefully to pyrate bim, without owning it, 1s fure-
ly the Devil. Or for a Fockey tofteal a Man’s Horfe,
and then pretend to e/l bim to the Owner again (in
an open Market) without at leaft difguifing him a
little, with a falfe Tail or Mane faften’d to him,
is certainly a moft confummate piece of Afurance.
I thall then obferve, I fay, that as I was well con-
vinced he had made very free on this occafion with
D3 the -
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the Aurhorﬂ before him on fuch Subjeét, my Cu-
riofity led me (on his calling me a Plagiary) to
examine whether he might not have made fome-

what free with me ll]iemfe, more efpecially,
fince, by his Letters, I could now pretty eafily
fatbom bis Depih. This then engaged me to look
into his Account of the Eye ; which, I readily own,
I no fooner lookd into, l:han Iﬁ:re:crht began to
fhrink at the Thoughts of criticifing on the Faults
contain’d’ in that par: alone, or even to follow
clofely this fo very baré-fac’d Plagiary, who had
fo p! *unhr Jfilched the prmrrpa! part thereof out of
1) Treatife on the Eye; fo that I could not think
of troubling myﬁ:it with the whole : and there-
fore (not to tire myfelf or Reader) fhall only
choofe to produce a few Specimens thereof ; after
which, I fhall leave the Reader to compare, or ta
fith out the reft, if he inclines it :° For my own
pari, I do dﬁclare, I had not any longer Patience
therewith. It is however to be remarkd, that
here and there he has added a few idle ’Wﬂrds, by
way of difgyifing it fomewhat; yet, for thL Eafe of
the Reader, I have mark’d, or put mott of fuch
Words betwixt Crotchets [ 1. Furft then, inftead
of a Horfe’s Eye, he rather choofes to give you the
comparative Anatomy of a buman Eye. To begin
thon, page 101, where as to the Pie Mater or Cho-
raz;fﬂ, or bnth being in the Infide of the Optick
Nerve, that 1 allow to be bis own. Choroides (fays
he) — from the Piz Mater or thin cobweb covering
of the Brain, whict is fx'pm*a’fd all along the Infide
of the Optic Nerve, and terminates in the Chordides.
Having allow?d this then 2 be bis, let us next
obferve that which 1 own 70 ¢ mine. Page 110,
(of his laft fmall Edition, 1‘;38) he goes on in
this manner, fpeaking of the witreous Humour,
¢It is fpherical behind and in its Middle (this
;paencal behind and in its Middle, I muft yct”ihll
<allow

\
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allow 20 be bis) ¢ before, itisconcave, [+ or hollow]
¢ and in the Cavity the Cryftalline Humour &es.*
Whereas I fay in my Opbthalmographia, page 16.
it is [pherical bebind, and in its middle before it
15 concave, in which the Cryftalline Humour lies,——
Then he goes on ; ¢ The Vitreous is a tranfparent
¢ Subftance, not fo hard as the Cryfallize, or fo
¢ fluid as the agueons [or || watry Humour] and it
¢ {cems to be nothing elfe, but a number of deli-
¢ cate little Veficles [or * Bladders] full of Water
¢ for, in touching, it is always moift and waterifh,
¢ and, when cut, the [ * Mixture] flows out more a-
¢ abundantly ; or by rubbing it betwixt the Palms
¢ of [ ? one’s] Hands the Watcr comes out, [ 4and
¢ to fuch a Degree] that it will appear nothing but
¢ a Membrane, [ *or thin Skin ;] and by obfer-
¢ ving with a Microfcope [or ¢ Glafs, commonly
¢ called a magnifying Glafs,] when [ 7itis] cut,
you will [ ® obferve] many little airy Bubbles to
¢ arife from it; but, being dryed, it evaporates
¢ [®or fliesaway,] and this delicate membranous
¢ Body [ '° feems] almoft withered to nothing.
¢ [ ** The] ufe [ ** of the vitreous or glafly Hu-
¢ mour] feems chiefly [** defign’d] to keep the
¢ Cryftallin at 1}‘* a] proper Diftance from the Re-
¢ tina, as I fhall [ further explain] in {peaking of
¢ Vifion.” —  Admirably well indeed! W hereas
this laft Expreffion is in ‘mine, page 14. as 1 fhall
fhew in {peaking of Vifion. ‘Thus I muft alfo own
the reft in a manner werbatim to be mine, unlefs
where confounded with fuch filly impertinent

+ This (or bolloav) is his Note or Explanation of Concawve.

| Another Note, or Explanation of agucons. * Another Exgia-

nation, 2% Hereisan admirable Mixzure, I wilh he had notity’d
of what; in mine tis Moiflure: Nor is his an Errorof the Prefs,
‘fince {o in both Editions. 3 One’s Hands, for your Hands, 4 Ad-
‘dition. ¥ Explanation. ¢ Further Explanation. 7 Addicion.
8 Obferve,for fee. 9 Explains evaporate. 3© Seems, for is. ** The,

for izs. 12 Addition. *3 Addition alfo, 4 Addition likewife,

D4 Words
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‘Words as are mark’d with the Crofchets, which will
be more obfervable in comparing mine with his.
After running on then with a Rigmy-roll Digrel-
fion to the Jockies, he again proceeds, [ ** The vi-
¢ treous or glafly Humour] has a very fine and thin
¢ Membrane [ ' or Coat] with which it is cover’d.
¢ This Membrane is adherent [ ™7 or joining] to the
¢ Ligamentumm Ciliare, and no doubt has 1ts Blood-
¢ Veflels, as well as the other Membranes of the
¢ Body, which muft'be nourifthed by Blood-Vef-
¢ fcIs [ *® from thencel altho[ugh] {o fine and fmall
¢ that they are not to be feén [even with a Micro-
fcope 3] yet this need not feem {trange, when we
confider, that thofe of the Cornea, [though] they
are much larger, are not to be feen till they be-
come turgid, [or {fwell] in an Ophthalmia [or
Inflammation of the Eye] or even thofe of the 7#-
nica adnata [or W hite of the Eye,] *till inflamed,
as I have faid. [Now,] whether [there isany] Com-
munication between the vitreous Humour and the
Cryftalline, is what [ :: Anatomifts] cannot. de-
termine : But this is plain, to wit, that its Mem-
brane or Coat is not only continued or adherent
to the Ligamentum Ciliare, but likewife to the
Tunica aranca, or Membrane which immediately
covers the Cryftalline Humour. ——— Now,
without troubling my Reader with any more of
this kind of Auatomy, let us juft peep into a little
Specimen of his Theory of Vifien likewife ; more e-
ipecially fince, as above, he tells us, be wounld fur-
ther explain bimfelf in [peaking of Vifion. Page
113. he fays, <" It is not my Defign at prefent to
“write

'y Additional Improvement, for /75 fpeaking of the fame Humonr.
16 Explanation of Coat, for Tgnic, 17 Explanation for Adberent.
8 The Words tranfpoled for theworfe, leaving cut as alfs the little
Peficles. Thus then the reft of the Defcription of this Humour
is in like Manner, as is mark’d with Crotchers, without forther
Obf:rvation thereon. :: In my Beok itis, #s awhat I cannot de-
germine. 9 My Wordsare, page 22. I would not have the R;a-
. =3
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Y write a difiinét Treatife upon Opticks, but only to
‘ fhew the Reader fo much as is neceffary to fhew
“ bow light is performed. Page 114. he goes on,
! ** Light, or what I mean by Rays of Light,
* are no doubta fubtil Fluid that moves quick, and
¢ is continually emitted from the Sun or luminous
‘ Body ; its Motion may be obferv’d by the Re-
‘ flection on folid Bodies, and the Refration it
¢ has in pafling through a dewnfe medium, fuch as
¢ Glafs. ** Light, tho’ of extremely fmall
¢ Particles, according to the Demonftration of
¢ Mr. Romer, from the Ecliples of Fupiter’s Sa-
¢ tellites, finithes its Progrefs from the Sun to this
¢ Earth in about ten Minutes of Time.” —— Here
he recommences the fame Seétion again in mine,
Aaying, —— ¢ Light then is that materia fubtilis
¢ fent from the Sun or luminous Body in Lines or
¢ Rays, commonly called Sun-Beams; + and thefe
¢ coming with fuch incredible Swiftnefs, [and]
¢ meeting the Eye, (page 115.) properly and won-
¢ derfully difpofed with convex and diaphanous
¢ Mediums, the better to receive [fuch Rays] can-
¢ not but ftrike very fenfibly upon the fine medul-
¢ lary Fibres of the Retina; but whether it be
¢ communicated to the Soul by Undulation or Vi-
¢ bration, % is what | fhall not pretend to deter-
¢ mine.” — [ believe not truly. Well, in a word
then, not to trouble and tire my Reader or my-
felf too much, I fhall only fhew that he in gene-

ral

der expett that I am to write a whole Treatife of Opticks, but
only {fo much as may be neceffary to fhew how Sight is perfor-
med. 2@ The very next Paragraph in my Bnrﬁ{, exceptin

fome Words here altered or left out (for the worfe) in the Be-
ginning, is otherwife all the fame, * 27 This differs no way ma-
terially from my next Paragraph, unlefs to turn Monfieur Ro-
mare into an Englifpman, viz, Mr. Romer. + Here, after a
little tranfpofing, as we have faid, he £OEes on In a manner ver-
batim to the End; T only here is omitted, 6 make the Im-
prefion called Light; which renders it better Senfe, or more
intelligible, But then furely the Reader mauft allow, that fuch
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ral runs on in much the like manner in the reft of"
his Account of Vifion, as thofe who are any way
defirous will obferve, on comparing his with mine.

P

I fhall here then only a little further hint how the

following Sections begin inthe forefaid Page,

¢ } The Eye may be confidered as a Camera obfcu-
¢ ra, or dark Chamber, [to make which,] fhut the
f Doors and Window-Shutters [of a Room wve-
* ry tight and clole,] fo as no Light [be admit-
¢ ted} to come in, but by a fmall “Hole in one of
¢ the Shutters.’—— The next goes on in like man-
ner.— ¢ Thus it would do upon the Retina, altho®
¢ there were no Humour [in the Eye,] neither
¢ cryftalline, vitreous or aqueous, [no,] nor even
¢ the Cornea.— And thefollowing Seétion begins,
¢ For example, a Lens [or {pherical Glais] we
¢ may fuppofe to be the cryftalline [ Humour] be-
 hind the Pupil for Sight of the Eye; I fay,

¢ fuch Glafs,} being p!m::‘d betwixt the Hole :md_
¢ the Paper, will make the Rays converge. — |

The next, being page 116. ¢ If the Lens or cry-
¢ {talline Humour be too far from the Paper or Re-
¢ tina, the Rays will interfect for crofsone ano-
¢ ther} before they arrive there, and afterwards
¢ come divergent [or difperfed] upon the Paper;
¢ fothat, — N. B. He, in the following Section,
alfo fpeaks (as I do) of Presbitia and Myspia, for
which Maladies in Horfes, tis to be hoped, he will

contrive and find out a proper Method of relie-

ving them, by the wife Ule of convex, or con-

cave and menifcous Glafles, according to their dlf-i

ferent Occalions 3 for which, T dare iay, there 1s

o i it T
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a well-remodel’d, and well-explaiy’d Theory of Vifion as
this, is fufficient for 2 Horfe. || In a word, excepting fuch

idle Variations, as may be obferved by the Crotchets, it li

all the {ame as in mine, which he has muﬂ; {ervilely followed ;

only that few would allow Spectacle-Glals to be either Lens, or
like the cryfialline Humour in its Form. The reft of the Para-
graphs
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ne’er a Fockey, Gentleman, or Lady in England,
‘but who will be greatly pleafed therewith, But
now it feems high time I thould finifh thefe my
Notes on Plagiarifin ; and, by what has been faid,
1t may be obferv’d how very || free he has made in
pyrating, or borrowing my Labyrinth of Words when
It fuits him. Well, and was this then without
reading of my Book 2 Surely this is reading it with a
witnefs, more likely a getting 1t by bearf too. And
is this then all the Thanks we are fo receive 2
Such Ingratitude certainly is even worfe than the
Sin of Witcheraft. In fine, he finithes this Letter,
by telling me, ¢ That I'had juft as much French as
€ to become a Plagiary, which (fays he) was far
€ enough for H. Bracken” Yes, truely 3 Itchink, it
was full enoygh for him indeed, as appears by
what has here been remarkd of his underftanding
and tranflating of Maitre-Fean,

As to our Author his Account of the Difeafes of
the Eyes of Horfes, which I have now, even as yet,
inclin’d to peep into, fo to obferve on that Head
what further he might have glean’d or flole from
his Neighbours, or what Improvements (in that
way) he himftIf might have made. I only then in
a few Words remark, That tho’ the principal part
thereof be taken from the Books of Farriery of
Gibfon, Solleyfel, de Grey, &c. which, together
with his own Obfervations thereon, makes up {uch
a very poor miferable Account, as not in Reality
to be in the leaft worth our, or the public’s notice -
As to his ule of powder'd Glafs in the Eye, which,
fays he, may be compared to the Fifp-skin ufed by
Joyners in [moothing up their Work 5 for as this
(mooths and polifbes the Wood, Jo does that the Cop-
nea ; - and with Safety too, as I have often

Eaphs run on much in the like manner. || He obferves indeed
e is fhort, and fo muft write Jfaft 5 yes, furely, this is the
puickefl avay. '

0. found
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found by Experience. 1 need only in fhort then fay,
the Medicine and Comparifon is guite fiupid : Te'
polith a difeas’d, a live Eye, like a Piece of #ood,
moft zonfirens! And if he has even feen a par-
ticular Part to do well, or a Perfon to rcco-
ver after mad Praice (as frequently happens) whag
then? As to L, Calamin and Tutiy, they have other
Qualities than thofe of the cutting indiffolvable”
Parts of Glafs, the bad Effeéts of which laft in®
general is eafily comprehended. As to his Affer-2
tion of Horfes being only fubjet to a few of the Ma--
ladies incident to human Eyes, Iam well fatisfied’
they are fubjec? to meft or all of them, {quinting
excepted (from the Situation of their Eyes, &c.)8
on which Diforder therefore he dwells the longe
and holds forth the moft learnedly. b

L T LU U R S|

4 RECEIPT; or RULES, for the Uk of8
Dr. BRACKEN, when be comes to Town, hiss
Eriends, or others, who want to be infiruiled ing
the Grand Noftrum of becoming Eminent in Phy-8
fick, cven though without the Bencfit of the Tra-s
velling Foundation.

ET the Candidate take {pecial care to join his®
Induftry and Force with the Intereft of fome ™

Praffitioner in great Vogue, be it Phyfician, Apo: 5

thecary, or Surgeon, by means of fuch his neareft

female Relation; who, if well provided witha full

Dofe of the Aurum potabile, to be drank as a prope -.;r;,f'f'

Vehicle, our Prefeription will thus prove ftill mores

fuccefsful, tho’ it may do without. After

let him choofe to keep: Company with thofe of the:

Profeffion, more efpecially Apothecaries, Be alfo

-~ very well, nor begrudge your Time with Mid-
WIYESy
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vives, Nurfes, and all other notable good Doéfo-
tfing Women, as well as to be often with all forts
f ailing Men, Women or Children. The more
ich, luxurious, intemperate and irregular they
we, fo much the better, fince they wﬂl thus ever
se entertaining you with their Ailments, frequently
ending for you, &c. Be {ure then to cultivate this
kind of Friendthip chiely, and fpend much of
your Time with fuchs; prefer them, and therr
Eriendfbip, to all other Acquaintance or Friends
whatfoever. Nor 7dly fpend your Time with the
wife and temperate, there bing very little or nothing
to bz got by ’em; and confequently it is but lo-
fing Time the affociating with-any fuch, fince com-
monly the more foolifh, the more irregular, and
with thole therefore the greater Likelihood of Gain
this way., Begrudge not then to fpend your Time
and Life with them ; neither ever fail your Pa-
tients, nor neglect to order them a f{ufficient ¥a-
riety of Takeables, more efpecially fince you will
thus be judged of tobe the mof knowing, befides their
being ftill beteer contented the more they have for
their Money: f{o for the fame reafon write fill, if
you would touch the Fee, left they fufpect you be-
grudge your Labour 5 for Words, being but #ind,
(tho’ e’er fo good) can have no real or mrrw_:ﬁfk
Value. Be ever in the 7ay, by Night, and &y Day,
ftill within cal/, always on the warch or cateh for
Bufinefs. If not at bome, or with Patients, {urely
to be found at the proper plying places. Neither
fpend any of your Time (out of this Way) in #m-
profitable Diverfions; let it rather be in caballin
with thofe of the Profefion, and playing all the
Game to each other’s Hands, according to Intereft s
confulting principally wicth fuch who have the
gecate{’t common ¥oegue, and the moft Cuftomers,

aufe, in return, they are the likelieft to do you
the moft Service in this way, befides the giving you

a
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a good Charatier to your Patients, allowing you t6
be a Perfon of fome Kwowledge, in your Profeffion
when you thus ufe them, Fail not likewife tomake |
as much Neife in Towsn as you poffibly can,fo that yout |
Name may be fufficiently, and ofien enough beard|
ef, which is balf and balf, if not all in all in this
Metropolis 5 it marters but little for what; whether!
tor Succefs in Praiiice,or otherwife. Mankind readi-|
ly are the apsefi to make choice of him' they havel
the moftt ficquently beard of. A Sufficiency of Show
and Aflurance prove alfo pretty ufeful ; and Forms
in this way are of far more Ufe than real Skilly|
The attaining likewife to the good Graces of {fome|
Perfonage in great Power, whether Male or Fe-|
sale, has of late Years been of o finall Ufe. Let|
your only Thought, Pleafure and Satisfaction, bé|
that of getting Money, even tho’ the D—I fhould
run away with it at laft, or #fe it for you when
you are dead. Let your Fingers be very gentle il
touching the Ecclefiaftical Coin in general, for rea-|
fons beft kuown to us. Be always fure to keep well

with thofe who lead your Patients by the Nofe. Aq

=

to your great Knowledge or Improvements in this
Profeffion, that feems not to be fo very materials
or fcarce indeed of any Ufe ; probably, the /efs the|
better, fince the lefs you know, more blundering on|
you go, and flill with more Afjurance too. Thuss
the lefs effesiual the Cure is, the more they ever|
will be ailing, and confequently the moft Money will
be got, and fo in courfe the more eminent you will
be: Befides, that they are the moft bonour’d, valw’ds
and refpefled, who are always wanted 5 for entirely
towatch and follow Nature,and as foon and plainly
to affift ber, in her own natural Way, with what
fhe requires only (1s quite wrong) there is little orf
nothing got that way; there being neither much
Honour nor Profit to be gain’d thereby, (particus
larly the latter) or by that of knowingly putting
the
oy |
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the Patient at once into an eafy and effestual Me-
thod of Cure, {o to recover him Joon and thorough-
ly 5 being that is but flightly rewarded, and as foon
alfo, and as readily too forgor, If they are always
wanting you, they ever venerate you, and the long-
er they have been il/ of their Ailments, the more
overjoyed at laft they will be of their Recovery, and
the greater Cure they will readily conclude it to be
Thus Nature, whilt yet fufficiently Srong to over-
come a Fit of a Maladie, even in fpight of blun-
deting with improper Phyfick (fo profitably pro-
longing a Maladie ) being neverthelefs thus moft
wonderfully and miraculoufly recovered by kind
Dame Nature, who Rl remains able and f; ufficient-
ly ftrong, even to get the better both of Phyfick
and Puyfician, the Cure is however ftil] afcribed to
them ; and when otherwife, the Patient, even at
worft, does but make his fual Exit, for he can
die but once, being then fecured from becoming a
Patient, to a Rival Brother. Obferve then this
Recipe or Rules ftrictly, and affure yourfelf it can-
not (at prefent) mifs, not only of acquiring you
Praitice enough, but even alfo 2 moft laudable De.
gree of Eminence.  Probatum eff.

‘The getting into eminent Praiitioners Houfes on
the Death of fuch, or that of making Jutereft for
an Hofpital, {eems hardly neceffary to be added ;
or even that of the writing of Books on Religious
Subjeits, Poetry, or Mathematicks, &c. as being
full as ufeful in ks way, as the writing of Phyjick,
and fo may even alfo (for aught I know) that of
the writing of Farriery neither feems it any way
needful I fhould recommend the grear ufe of the
Charlatanic Art, {o very well known.

- N. B. This odd jumble of a Mixture (even worfe
than Theriac) never fet eafy or well on my whim-
fical [queamifp Stomach, the moft Plain and fimple
means ftill agreeing the beft therewith , yet to

Wi prete nd
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pretend to acquire the moft Money, or Eminence,
by doing Bufinefs the moft ea/ily, would; I doubt,
be a pretending to find out the Philofophers Stane.

Reformar in Oggi *1 Mondo,

E una cofa d’en Tifichire

Egli gia e fatto Tondo,

E cofi, Ba da finire, Proverb Iial.

The Reader may poflibly pardon my attempting
the following Lines, as an' £xception, to the fore-
mentioned General Rule, or Comimon Proverb. .

Quefto Tempo, fi Gidcofo,
Non fara maraviglicfo,
Reformare qual che cofe,
Co’le ricchezzé del Potofe.




A |
SHORT DISCOURSE
ON
Dr. PorTerrIELD'S Motions of the EvE,
' IN THE

Edf#éﬂrgb Medical Eﬂay.’r. |
The -Naturc of Cataralts being here explain’d;

and former Differences in Opinions thereon
are reconciled ; together with the Ufe of
thefe Parts, &

| AVING look’d into the Medical - Effays
]iylrintﬁd at Edinburgh, (for which the World

" is much obliged and indebted to that indufirious
and benevolent Society;) 1 there particularly took
notice of two Theoretic Difcourfes on the Motions of
the Eyes by Dr. Porterfield 5 and as that contain’d

" in them has fome fort of Affinity with what we
‘before have been fpeaking of, fo I have not judged
" it improper here to take fome Notice thereof,
' T cannot however at the fame time omit obferving
' that which a learned and ingenious Friend of mine,
" Dr. Adenbruck, ufed frequently and facetioufly to
~afk me, to wit, the Reafon why thofe of the North
part of this Ifland gave us fo very muchmore Theory
" than Praftice ? 1 am now however glad to fee that
 the principal Part of thefe Effays relate to Prac-
-___._;:‘gjri’.. To go on then metgodicallyi or narrowly to
G - eX
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examine the two forefaid Difcourfes of the Motions
of the Eyes, which might, riethinks, almoft bear

the Name of a Theory of Vifion, being fo very long

‘alfo, that it would, Idoubt, makea Volume at leaft
as big as a Church Bible, did we propofe to dwellon -
cvery Part, fince Obfcrvations and Anfwers, with

Ratiacinations, do commonly draw out to a vaftly

- greater length than the Originals ; fo thata long=

winded Theory (efpecially it wrong) requires too
much Time for any one in praéfice, or any who
knows well how to imploy his Time otherwife to
the beft Advantage. This fame Author Dr. Por-
zerfield acquaints us, that he has hardly Time to go

on thus fufficiently to compleat his premifed Sug
geftions, becaule of other Bufinefs, &c. and thofe

confequently in the /ike Srate will be as much
ftraitned likewifé to confider, or to anfwer them,

if hé fhould take that Trouble, and that they prov’d
uncertain, &Fc. Butthis Author is pleafed to give
us.a Hint atthe End of his fecond Difcourfe, which |

appears to me, I freely own, not a litile furprifing;

that is, his Apology there, for Defeiis and Miftakesy.
wybich ({ays he) could not [o eaftly be avoided, con-
fidering the Hurry in which it bas been written,
‘This Speech, methinks, is by far toe much, unlefs
- ‘the Dotor judges that the whole World are &lind,

and can- neither fee, or by any means diffinguifb
which are the mgf bighly laboured Performances,
*and which are quite the contrary. Now the moft

knowing do all readily agree, that they have hard-
ly {feen more elaborate and more finifl’d Pieces than.
thefe are, whether #ight or wrong,is not fo much the

immediate queftion. Had fuch Excufe then come
from any very great Pratitioner, on obliging the
World with his praétical Obfervations, there might
there have appeared fome reafon for its but not
fo in one who moft carefully applies himfelf to
.produce 2 deep frudied Theoretic Lerformance, not

fa
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fo highly neceffary : “or can he yet imagine Man™
kind {o very ftupid, as that they are ot able to fee

- that thefe Pieces muit firft and laft, have coft him
a great deal of Zime ? fince fuch finif’d Produc-
tions are not to be perform’d wirhout i, He fays
well indeed, and I do verily believe him, zbat ke
bas not time togo onwith fuch, if he propofes alfo
to goonin praftice, fince I am fully fatisfied they
muft have coft him more time than I here incline
to mention. Can he then pretend to alledge, that
his ftrictly and thoroughly examining all manner
of Writers on this Subjef?, as not only many of
the moft learned Prastitioners in this way, whether
antient or modern, but even all the mof accurate A-
natomifis of our time on the like Subject, whether
buman-or comparative, (without omitting to confule
the Beauties of the Syftem of the ingenious Mr. Che-
felden) at the fame time carefully confulting the moft
noted Philofophers, Mathematicians, or Opticians,
both before, as well as in' ‘our prefens Time 3

, of all the beft of which, few or none have efiaped
‘bims no more than the Obfervations of thofe of

the Royal Academy at Paris, or them of the Royal
Society with us? Is then the examining, quoting,

- and the digefiing of our Thoughts on all thefe, the |

drawing of methodical Conclufions, Demonitra-
tions, mathematical Figures, Corollaries, &. to be
done in any hurry ? or ought it fo much as to be

pretended {o to be done by any reafonable Perfon 2

| Surely few are ignorant of the Labour and Time
fuch Affairs are done with: Befides that, the

- World might indeed with a good deal of reafon

- blame a Sociery, who would over-hattily, or in any

 burry publifh the very beft, and even the moft e-

aborate theoretic Dreams, tho' alfo accompanied

" with the Authority borrowed, or even tho’ taken

from the greateft Authors ; yet much lefs would
they (or ought they). fa}.zy, to publifh them with-
' 2 out
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~out due Examination, believing them to be any
way imperfedt, Is it to be 1magm’d that any So-
ciety of Men of Learning and Knowledge, who
‘take upon them to publifh {fuch Accounts to the
World, will {uffer what they any way f{ufpect (or
imagine) to be cither idle, imperfect, and incorrect
pieces, fo to- pafs their hands, and thus produ{:e
them to the Public with their Names thereto, it
being their own Credit, that the Productions o
every particular Pf.rﬁ:m appear on publithing, as
it ought to do. Nay, does not the very Title-page
of this Seciety bear the like Tnfinnation ? acquain-
ting us, that fuch Efays and Obfervations (are)
revifed and publifbed by them. W hat then has the
World to dp with the Author’s pretended burry in
writing them ¢ Nor would this fame fo philofophic
and mathematical Gentleman certainly aver, or en- |
deavour to have us believe, that he writes his ela-
borate finith’d Papersas faft, or in a burry, as com-
monly weekly Writers ds:r their New.r-Pnpﬁﬂ? :
Neither is this the cafe; nor is there any blame * |
on the Society for having publithed this: as, no |
doubt they have with a great deal of Care, for
which  (as faid before) the World is oblig’d to |
them, as well as to the Author, for his faid Per-
formance. But then, I fay, there appears to be no
room for any fuch Apai&gy or any juft Excufe for the |
Author (hisbeing in a hurry) ;f'my uft Faults ftho 1d
“be found therein : And I cannot but at the fame"
time add, that it 1s furely a very great Advantage
for any Author’s Works to be publifh’d wnder the
Eye and Care of {uch a learned mza’ knowing Sﬁﬂﬂj
~ And it bing thus in fome meafure their own, it |
may, in fuch fenfe, partly be look’d upon as their |
jamt
* Neither is any fuch Society in the leaft chargeable for*
giving iree {cope to an Author’s Opinion, if any way plau-

iible, as this, indzed, hath the appearance, to thofe who do

not fo parrowly examine it, which fuch a Seciety is not fo pre=
1 erly obliged to. ¥
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goint and publick Work 3 and as fuch Performance
1s not to appear until approv’d by them, fo
every one judges it his intereft to correct it, or
to add Ais Mite for its further Improvement or
Lmbellifiment, for the common Goed of the Society.
And fo each Member, I fay, who has the Care of
revifing and publithing fuch Produétions, do rea-
dily enough contribute their own Lickings, and
Trappings, for their ownSake and Credit. But,, a-

- las! 1t 1s far otherwife, and greatly different with
any private Author, who has no fuch Advantage of

- his Works being revifed, corredied, or publifbed, by
any fuch Society, or who has not indced any one
that can properly, or at leaft who will difinterel~
tedly affift him, as finding, or judging it not to be
their Intereft, having no Share therein, &¢. * In
fuch a cafe, I{ay, then, whatis there to be faid, or
rather what Faults indeed are there not to be excu-
fed 1n any fuch private Author? But, to proceed
with our prefent Author under our Confideration,
I thall not, for the Reafons which have already

~ been obferved, minutely enter into the Examina-

. tion of the Parts in general of thefe {o very Jong,

~ ¢elaborate and learned Effays 3 more efpecially, fince
moft of what 1s therein contain’d, feems rather to
be matter of Speculation and Curigfity (or to pro-
duce the Writer’s Learning) than any way greatly
relating to the prafical part: Weverthelefs, left
fome part thereof, I fay, or its Knowledge, fhould
fome how miore particularly and immediately be

. judged neceflary to the pra‘tice, 1 fhall here con-

. tent mylelf a little to confider the grand Afair,

. or feemingly the principal Difcovery, the great

" drift of the whole Performance; and this appears to

' me to be that of the fhortening or lenzthening of the

- Axisof Vifion, for the gieater perfeition of Sight ; which

M | E 3 (if

" * Vid: Letter to the Bookfellers on this Subjet. of the Dif.

' ficulty of having an Author’s Manufcript well judg’d of,
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(if I miftake not) he principally or folely attributes
to the ule of the Ligamentum Ciliare, which he confi-
ders as a Mufele fufficiently fit and firong to perform
this great Work. 1 fhall now firft then remark,
that tho’ he has been at great pains in examining
the moft fubtile Auatomifts, or QObfervaters, yeét
that which fome one only obferves in any fuch way,
(and not thereafter obfervable by others) ought not,
I fay, to be of any wvery great weight, Thus, if
Lewenboeck could fee and difcover what no Man
elfc ever could befides him, it is not a {ufficient
Proof to me (becaufe he afferts it) that it therefore
is fo. T fhall nexc then obferve, that the Genera-
lity of Writers on thefe Subjefts (to the great mif-
fortune of Mankind) is, that the one is very lear-
ned in the Mathematicks or Opticks, yet knows but
little of the Aratomy, and probably ftill lefs of the .
prafiical Bart; {o this kind of Writer will be {ure
to ftuff his Performances with a full Sufficiency of
the matbematical Learning, without being able to
give us any thing material in the other Way. A-
nother, whoie principal Knowledge lies in the m:-
ateft parts of Anatomy and Philgfophy, will be
as fure to fupply us with as large a Sufficiency of
thefe ; and he who deals only in the Zheory of
Phyfick and Surgery, without the other Helps, is as
fond of pufthing his own new-form’d Opinions
forward ; whilt he who knows nothing but
Practice, has not the leaft regard to either ome
¢r other, defpifing all, and obftinately running |
on in his own &dlundering way; and as little ca-
pable of infiructing of Mankind, or giving the
World any tolerable Account of what he does
to any purpofe. Thus there are extreamly few
who have a Suiciency of each of thefe, or fo much
only as is abfolutely neceffary to form a clear
‘and diftin& Notion of the Maladie, or what they
are about, in this way ; and certainly not lefs ne-
ceffary
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ceflary to the more general Knowledge of fuch
Maladies as may have any Affinity therewith: And
confequently ftill more rare to find one fufficiently
accomplifh’d and knowing, not only in thefe, but
alfo in fullyunderftanding all the other Maladies inci-
dent to human Bodies : without which die Knowledge
and Underfranding, it is I am perfetly perfuaded
(from the Connection and Change of one Maladie
into another) abfolutely impoffible to underftand
any one well. T fhall not here judge it needful
to dwell on the Opinion of this Author, or any o-
ther, of that of the fir# Mover in us, atting with-
out our proper Will or Knowledge: Or what Muf-
cles they be (with Origin and Infertion,) which
are moved without our Will and Knowledge.
Tho’ it would not, methinks, have been improper
on this Occafion to have determin’d to us, all fuch
which are fo acted upon ; as well as fome Reafon
for fuch Affertion or Conjetture, why we fthould
not know of the Motion of any one fuch Mu/cle or
Mufcles, aswell as that of others, when we incline
itand attend thereto®. Now if it thould be alledged,
that it proceeds from the difference in Structure of
one from t’other, it would then at lealt remain to

rove, that itis fo: Tho’ even that, I think, would
) Ezzrd{y be fufficient, But to proceed to the principal
Argument, to wit, that of the Ligamentum Ciliare
its being @ Mujcle, &c. which ferves to bring for-
ward the Cryftalline Humour, and {uffers it again to
&0 backwards 5 according as the Objeéts are nearer
to or furtber from our Eye. Upon which I fhall
firft then obferve, that I do not by any means pre-
‘tend to advance, that becaufe Muicles are in gene-
' ral of ared Colour, that the Ligamentuin Ciliare
 therefore (if a Mulcle) muft neceffarily alfo be fo; which
. Dr. Porterfield {eems to be at fome pains to confute.
) E 4 But

¥ N. B. 1diftinguifh betwixt mufcuvlar Fibres or their Motion,
- and that of @ proper Mufile; and even that of the Heart {o for-
ced upon by the continual Influx of the Blood.

I.l:
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But then, atthe fame time, I would put bimin mizd
that all Mufcles having fuch Ufes, as he fuppofes
~this to have, to wit, thedrawing of the Part where
the Infertion is towards its Origin. So, I fay, as
all Mufcles in general have their Origin and Infer-
tion 3 fo alfo they have their Belly or Bellies, being
the thicker Part 5 which Belly or thicker Part con-
tains the grofler Fluids, thofe of the more fubtile
Nature, {ecern’d from the former, being in the
Origin and® Infertion, that is, in the two Ex-
tremities. And from hence, I {ay, the Belly or
thicker Part will not only appear lefs tranfparent,
or more colour’d, but being a thicker Body, muft
likewife become more vifible®*. Now tho’ we
can very well determine the Origin of this Li-
gament or Mufcle, as he inclines to have it, yet he
nor any elfe, can pofitively afcertain where its Infer-
gion is or ends. Nay, its very Action, according to
Kepler and Plempins, is quite different from what
be ajferts it tobe 5 and its Origen, according tothem,
muit be where he would have the Infertion, that
1s, towards the Cryftalline or Vitreous. Thus Plem-
pius, {ays he, afcribes the Difcovery of the Ufe of
this Ligament, in changing the Conformation of our |
Eyes, to the celebrated Philofophber and Mathemati-
cian Johannes Keplerus, of which Anatomifts need |
not be afbamed, it being only from mathematical Prin-
ciples that the Neceffity of any fuch Change was ever |
difcover’d. "Now what tbe Neceffity of this Change |
is, even tho’ thus taken from mathematical Prin- |
¢iples or, more properly, the Ufe of mathematical |
Words and Forms, the more pompoufly to intro- |
duce and prove their own, dear, fondling, imaginary |
Notions 3 whether, I fay, there be any fuch true
Foundation or Reality, either in this Opinion of
the celebrated Kepler, or even that of the prefent

‘ Auihor

* Yet whether all Mufcles have or have not fo diftirguifhably |
@ Belly or thicker Part, is not greatly mate:ial to what follows.

%
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"Author under our Confideration, is what we fhall
‘hereafter more fully examine. 'The Author be-
fore us, does, indeed, properly enough obferve
the Fallacy of fuch Ligament or Mufcle alting
in the form and manner fuppofed by Kepler and
Plempius 3 but then it feems as plain and evident,
that he borrows his Opinion from them, tho® he
gives the fame Mufele or Ligament juft the quite
contrary Power and Direction. Thus the Doétor
{feems inclinable 7o turn the Tables on them, and by
‘way of Oppofition to take it the other way.
. But now I am a little inclined to obferve, that
fince fome of our moft accurate mathematical Wri-
ters have been fo obliging as to prefent us with
their {o very valuable Calcylations, of the Strength
of each Fibre in particular 3 and fo have as learn-
edly calcylated the Power and Force of every fuch
Mufcle compofed of the whole number of its Fiéres,
I cou’d, methinks, with that this or fome fuch
learned Perfon had taken the trouble of calculating
for us, the Power and Force of this Ciliary Mufcle ;
fince for my own part, I muft very freely own,
I am of opinion that it is not of any fuch Strength
' or Power, {o asto be able to perform any fuch Mo-
 tions as is afferted, either by the one or the other :
- Tho’ the latter, no doubt, as affirm’d by Dr. Por-
terfield, feems to require the /effer Strength, and
feemingly the more rational Suppofition of the twos
- as that by fuch a Motion it naturally would thus
incline more to draw fowards its Origin. Yet if
' we thould have the lealt Regard to the Affertion
' of the much reputed Profeffor of Anatomy Roew,
- mention’d in my Opbthalinographia, of the Circular
\ Sinus round the Edge of this Ciliary Procefs, ashe
- obferves in the Eye of @ Cod-fifb, containing a ferous
- Humour, &e. This, Ifay, muft I think of courfe
“abfolutely deftroy any fuch Opinion as that of its
“being a Mufcle.  But now to advance as yet a lit-
. tle

L 1
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tle further, to try our prefent Author’s wew Doe-
trine, as well as that of the original, mathematical,

wmiologifiic Opinion of the celebrated Kepler, and
that of his E{)Ilower, the renown’d Praétitioner,
Plempius, by the Touch-ftone of praffical Obfer-.
wvation ; we fhall find then, that on ourbringing it to.
this Teft, all fuch who have been couch’d of aCata-
ralf ; and who, according to our prefent Author
Dr. Porterfield’s Opinion (as mention’d by him in
the medical Effays) this of the beating down of tha.",i:'s
Ciyfialline Humonr, now the moft general and com-
monreceived ; in this Operation the Ciliary Ligament.
or Mufcle muft neceffarily thus be all tore to pieces.
Yet rhe Sight, at the fame time, feems no way taé'
Sfuffer from any fuch Violence ; excepting for the
Defect of the want of this Lens or Cryfialline. Thﬂ%
manner of Vifion {t1ll remains in the fame State as
before, which cannot then have any more any
elonging of the Globe, or lengthening of the Axis

of Vifion, by the Ufe of the faid Mufcle. Now

were it as thefe Authors do fuppofe, oraffirm, thaﬁ%
‘this Ciliary Mufcle 1s fo ablolutely neceflary for Vi-
Sion, thofe Perfons who are couch’d would always
have fuch a very confufed, indiffiné?, and imper~
feft Sight, as that they would in effel? fill remai i
blind. Nay, they could have no fuch Ufe of their
Sight (fuch as it is) as thofe who have never been:
couch’d, (froma Deficiency of this Mufcle, fervingy
as is faid, for the Elongement of the Globe, or that:
of the Axis of Vifion.) Whereas, Ifay, they ufe
their Eyes, have their Sight, and fee Objeéts as 0=
‘thers do, who have undergone wo fuch Operationty
baiting the other Defet before obferved. Ané%
{fome who have been couch’d do recover their Sighl}‘;z
fo very well after this Operation, thatit is very little,
(1f any way) inferiour to thofe who have never hadi_
any fuch Maladie. The Lady Ruffel, [ remembery
wiio had been couch’d by Monfieur Gerard, told.

e,
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‘me, that fhe had her Sight fo very well after her
‘being couch’d, that fhe could very well fee'to read,
‘without the Ufe of Speftacles, and continued fo to
do, even when much advanced in Years. Which is,
indeed, ftill a retaining the Sight in a manner, or
very near full as well, as thofe who never were af-
flicted with any fuch Maladie, and who have a per-
Jelt Sight. However, I muft at the fame time as
frecly own, that I cannot be of Opinion, that in
'this or fome fuch like Cafes, where there is ftill fo
very great a Perfection of Sight remaining, which
‘happens fo very rarely; that when it does, I do
ot think that the Cryfalline Humour is in any fuch
Cafe deprefi'd, or amy way beat ont of its proper
Place. However, this is my private Opinion,
(which our prefent Author, after what he has laid
down, isnot to ufe as a fnfficient Authority ;) Iam,
neverthelefs, at the fame time of Opinion, that it
1s the Cryfalline Humour which is ufually and ge-
nerally deprefs’d or beat down, in that Operation ;5 of
which, together with my own particular Thoughts
on that Head, I fhall more fully treat of hereafter.
And fhall, for the prefent, more immediately con-
fider it, according to his, and the now fo common
receiv’d Opinion, of the Cryflalline Humour being
depre{s’d, in all fuch as undergo this Operation.
Now if inquir'd how, and in what manner this
Ligament or Ciliary Mufcle muft neceffarily fuffer,
fo as to be torn to pieces? We have then already
obferved, that the Infertion of this Mufcle accord-
ing to our Author’s beft Account thereof, appears
to be pretty uncertain, and altogether undeter-
min’d : However, it feems as plain, that confi-
dering it as a Mufcle, one part of its fuperior Side
;l;l’ Infertion, muft run to the very Edge of the
Lens or Cryftalline ; where, forming a kind of 4
poneurofis, is there feemingly divided into two moft
%ﬁlicatc Membranes, which neceffarily form the
e Cop-
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-Capfula or Tunica Aranea that thus envelops the Cry-
Salline Humour. Now as to the undermoft ﬁdef&
and Infertion of this Mufcle ; which our prefent Au-
thor the Doctor is principally pleafed to take nuf
tice of (as beft ferving his own proper Scheme and
Purpofe) this part, e feems moit inclinable t 4
infert fome-bow and fome-where, into the hollow
the witreous Humonr. Page 197, his Words ruﬁ'
thus: For the Fibres compafing this Ligament of\
mufcular Procefs do not run in a Jiraight Line fram_
their Origin in the Choroides, to their Infertion in the
Edge of the Cryfialline, but .!3}’ their Inflexion form 4j
Hollow beyond which lies the vitreons Humony——
and therefore when they contrail, 1his Concavty w:ﬂ;-
become lefs, -and the vitreous Humour will be com-
prefs'ds which therefore muft, by prefing on the back
of the Cryftalline, pufb it forward. Suppofing
this then to be the cafe, let us a little examine and
confider how this Matter will ftand, on pr-:rﬁ:nrming
of the forefaid Operation 3 in which cafe, I fay, ¢
Cryftalline Husour being deprefs’d, or beat out of
its proper Capfula, Membrane, or Bag, the uppe;:
Infertion of this Mu/fcle muft nc:c:.ﬂ'anly be forn to
picces; and it is highly probable, at the fame time,
that the very Middle, Body, or Belly of this fups
pofcd Mulcle is alfo tore 5 and cohfequently the Iign
fertion in the vitreous muft likewile be lof or fuffer.
“And this Procofs or Mufcle, muft @il more una~
voidably be all zent to pieces, if we fuppofe or al
low the glary Humour of this Maladie (by Mon-
{ieur ﬂfaffr&?‘mrz, call’d the Aecompagnement) t’j"‘;’
extend itfelf all along the Ciliary Procefs, even t?
its Origin, as it often happens ; being {ometimes
foindurated as to become almott as bard as Horn,
as oftentimes to make the Needle (in the Opcratu} " ,‘;
tend again: And on fome Occafions, fo as hard-
ly, if at all ¢ le forced down. On fuch thﬂnﬁO@
then, I fay, tho’ n{}t fo very highly indurated, yet
_ - this
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‘this mufcular Procefs, muft in courfe on all fuch
‘Occafions be laceraled, and quite defiroy’d. N AV »
‘even in the moft common Cafe, where we allow a
forcing or beating of the Cryfalline down out of its
place, and /o rearing of its proper Tunic or Mem-
brane Aranca, it muft probably, at the fame time,
likewife often tear that part of the Infertion into
the Vitreous, which our Author mentions, and lays
fo grear ftrefs on. Now,  befides all that is here
faid on this Occafion, it may, I think, eafily e-
nough be perceived, that could we (or our Author)
even imagine any part of this mufcular Procefs fo
as yet to remain without damage, after fuch Ope-
‘ration ; yet, even then, according to his own Doc-
trine, this Mulcle behoved abfolutely to become
ufelefs ; becaufe this Cavity of the Vitreous being
now become convex (as he allows) the great and ut.
moft Ufe, to wit, the Contraction of this Mufcle,
muft be to no purpofe. And now, although what
thas been here advanced feems to me fufficient to de-
Hdtroy our forefaid Author’s Opinions, whether this
of the prefent, or of thofe before him, who main-
tain this Ciliary Procefs to be a * Mufele: Yer as it
‘may poflibly be fome further Satisfaction to my
Reader, or our prefent Author, to fay fomewhat
:more on this Subjed, particularly as to my own
‘private Thought and Opinion of thefe Matters; I
hall accordingly proceed as yet a lictle further on
ithat Head. Andtho’allIadvance may not proper-
1y be faid to be pofitive and certain Demonfiration s
‘meverthelefs, 1 endeavour to advance no further
%ﬁmn what Obfervation, in the Practice of Maladies,
\dnatomy, or what the Nature of the Thing appears
E—‘ to

 * In fine, being allow'd either to be a Mufele or a Ligament ;
182 Mufile, it cannot well do the Office of a Lizament on its Re.
xation, to wit, that of keeping the Cryffalline in its proper
#lace with the Firmnels ofa Ligament. ~And on fuppofing it a

B
¥ gament, if on fuch Motions of that Humour, this Ligament
mult readily be tore to pieces.

i
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to me only to admit of. In order thercto then, ¥
fhall firft remark, that Coronet or firft part, and
Origin of the C: !:..-z Circle or Procefs, the Sclero~
.tmz, with the Cbar&zdex and Ketina, du there all
meet and join together; it being here that the Fibres
of their Mcmbranes or Coats, fecm anew to be re-
form’d, intermix’d, or a-freth to be 7ewsven and
remodell’d with one another, {o as to create or make
a quite different, or altogether new Form of Tunics;
Mfiﬁémﬂﬂ, #zc. And thus, and from hence then
it 1s, that the Cornea arifcs, that the Iris 1s allgh
form’d or takes its Origin, with its inner Part o
Uvea, the Ligamentum Ciliare, &c. Which Jafty
I fay, plainly takes its Origin from this faid circus’
far Coronets.and as the Choroides appears to be a
Tunic, fomewhat of the nature of a common
Strainer, principally compofed of Glands and Cas
" nals, fo as to feparate the groffer and purer Parts of
the Blood from each other; fo thefe purer Limpid,
Agueous, and more tranfparent Parts are without
all peradventure, ffrain’d oft, at this Coronet; part
of which feems there, by the proper Op‘,nmgs or
the Mouths of fuch Aqueous Duéls (pretended to be
feen by fome) thrown into that common Space (bes
tween the Cornea and Cryffalline) ordain’d for the
Reception of the Agueons Humour, whilft fome of
the remaining part of this tranfparent Liquid is, at
the fame time, carried on or brought forward front
the forefaid Coronet, in the moft delicate pellucid
Tubes or Canals, which altogether form (together
with the Veflels fit for the Structure or Nourifft=
ment of the membranous Part) that of the Ciliary
Ligament or Procefls; now fo generally underftood
undf:r that Name. This faid Humour then bemﬁ-
thus carried on in thefe Ciliary Aguedusts (asl fha
take the Liberty of terming thtm) are poflibly,
if we any way credit the Affirmation of that moft
accurate Anatomifp the Profeflor Row or Raviusy

firft
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ﬁrﬂ: thrown in or emptied into the circular Sinus
running round the Zdge of this. Ligament or Procefs
firft fpoken of or difcover’d by bim: Yet whether
juft thus or otherwife, it muft it feems at laft, ac-
cording to all Probability, be emptied, and thrown
into that Capfula or Bag, which contains the Cry-
fealline Humour, that is, on or into the Cryfalline,
and betwixt it and the Zanica Aranea. And thus
this membranous Part of that Giliary Procefs, .is
either divided into two Membranes, for the Forma='
tion of the faid Capfula or Tunica Aranca s or other-
wife, if we are more willing to fuppofe it only to
make up one Membrane, it muft then be imagin’d
to pafs over its outfide (fo to coverit) and then
to return, by pafling under it ; and in like manner
to envelop and make g Coat alfo for the vitreous
Humour. But if we fuppofe it as before hinted, to
wit, the being divided into two Membranes, we
muft then conclude, that the /swer Part or Side of
the faid Ciliary Procefs, probably alfo much of the
Jame Form and Nature, containing likewife its own
proper Canals or Agueduits, is in like manner to be
divided into fwe or more Membranes 3 which two
ferve to form the witreous Tunic, and feem to be
furthermore fubdivided into an infinite number of
Veficule or Cellule, all of which are replenifbed or
filled with the like Agueous Humour (probably from
thofe Dudts) which all together makes up that whole
‘Mafs or Body, we term by the Name of the vitre-
wus Humour. 'This then feems to me, to be the
WNature and Texture of this Ciliary Procefs, as
well as in great meafure; its common Ufe, and -
Ehat of its ferving likewife as a Ligament, for the
zetaining of the Cryffalline Humour in its proper
Place, oppofite to the Pupil. This then, I fay, of
‘the carrying on and the fubfifting of thefe fwo Hu-
‘#mours, with the proper Liquid for their Nourifh-
‘ent and due Subfifience; appears in reality, ac-

K, Eﬂrding
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fhooting Pains, &c.) then it is, indeed, that zée

as we would wifh, yet this is all my utmoft Searches
therein can difcover, or that my Reafon can impart,
Now if this then proves to be the true State'uF the
Cafe, it will plainly and evidently appear alfo, of
what great Ufe thefe mathematical Principles have
Been, which are fpoken of by our Author, in re=
lation fo the Neceflity of any fuch changing (by the
Ufe of this Ligament) the Conformation of our
Eyes, the Difcovery of Kepler, &c. But after what
I have here advanced on this Subje&, it will, E
doubt not, be more fully fatisfactory to my Rea-
der, that I fhould as yet add fomewhat further on
the Nature and Origin of Cataraéts, not hitherto
fo fully made clear to the World, being as yet ftill
contefted, &Fc. 1 fhall then endeavour to recon+
cile all thefe Difputes, and thus ftrive to render’
the whole fufficiently clear, and I hope even fo as
to leave no proper room for any further Difpute.
The Aqueous Liguid then, which we have before
been fpeaking of, whether in the two forefaid
tranfparent Humours, ot thatin its proper and com-
mon Receptacle or Aqueous Space behind the Cornea,
however pure and tranfparent fuch Liquor is; yet
neverthelefs is, without doubt, fecern’d from the
Blood (as the other Fluids ares;) being, without
queftion, the thinneft and pureft Part of the Serunm;
{till in fome meafure retaining fomewhat of that
certain Vifeofity fo common to Seruin, and not to
be found in common Water. Thus then when the
Blood is become witiated, particularly being loaded

" with a Rbeumatic Humour 3 that is, when the Ses

vous Part of the Blood 1s become Jfizy, and that fuch
Humour tends greatly #pwards, or is much thrown
up to the Head (often producing. there, violenty

Eyes
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| £yes come to be threatew’d, and at the fame tithe "
" alo to be in great danger, particularly when much
. tending towards the Frebead, and ftill more efpes
~cially, when direCtly towards the Fyes, - Thus then
it is that the Blood in general, being more or lefs
Jizy, fo this Agueons Humour fecreted therefrom;
will readily be more or lefs liable to partake of the
fame, or to have fomewhat more or lefs of this
gluey Humour fecreted, therewith. And fHl] yet
~more particularly and readily, as the faid fzy Zio-
\mour is more naturally and frecially carried to thefe
"Parts. . And from hence then it will follow, that
‘thefe fo very fubsile, fine, and moft delicate Particles
‘and Filoments, will thus arife, be for’d, and aps
‘pear, thd® {o extreamly imperceptible at firft ;
which thews it felf #z length of time; in the Re-
Afemblance of Smeak, Clouds, Duff, Cobwebs, Hairs,
\Tbreads, Flies; &c. which (in fuch cafe) no doubt,
‘are in the Agueons Humour and not in the Retind,
'as has been obferv’d in my Theory of Vifion. Such
dmall Filaments then, coming from, or pafling
through the Mouths of thofe Veffels, the forefaid
‘Openings at the Coroner before mention’d s which
{erve to difcharge or empty the Ajueons Humonr
into its common Place and Receptacle behind the Cor-
wea : Thefe faid Parsicles or Filaments feem to
be carried, probably, from all fides of this Coronet,
and fo creeping along the oni-fide of the Livamentum
Ciliare, and over the very Body and Out-fide of the
Eryfalline Humowr, {o as all o meer; and in effect
thus to form or fpin a moft delicate kimd of Cobweb
(of this fizy Humour) over the whole Cryfaliine, or
its Tunica Aranea, &a and thus with time grow-
ang up and hardening, at laft becomes, what we

s

call, a Catarafi. And ’tis this fort which may
moft properly be term’d that of the membrancus
Atnd.  And this is more particularly and fully
preved from Obfervation in Pradtice 3 which 1s, that
13 on
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on the Operator’s laying his Needle only thereon, ¥

that is touching it in the very Sflighteft Manner ima- 2
ginable therewith, before it i1s come to be ripe and

"ﬂdﬂ?‘@fﬁf by time, it 1mdelat{:Iy thereupon dif~ f;

. perfes, and at the fame time turns the whole Ague-
ous Humomr turbid, (as 1s obferv’d in my former
Treatife.) Wh:chis, howevt'l, in fome time thert:— |
after, that is to fay, in fome few Weeks iz fer« 2
tles to the bottom, or lower part of the Agueous %
Fumounr, whilft the C?jﬁc:;!!r}fﬁ at the fame timey,
becotnes clear, amd the Sight is recover’d, poflib’ yf
not lefs than had it been couch’d when fully ripe, or
{ufficiently indurated ; and, in all likelihood, is"f:'
lefs liable 1o 7ife again, as fometimes happens after
having been couched. Thofe of this kind are, I¥
doubt, not the molt fuccefsful fort, and where the
greatelt Perfedtion of Sight follows on conching.
And it is nat 1u‘1prf}bable, that it might have been
of this kind, that the Lady Rﬂﬁf’s Was 3 LtI
am heartily forry to fay, that I am well pcrfua-

. ded from Experience tlnt fuch happens but very
rarely.

It is fufficiently known to the Curious, that the
Affair of the Opinion of. Cataraéis, whether it be in
reality the Cryftalline Humour it felf that becomes
viciated, or thisof a Pellicula or membranous Subflances
has been the grand Difpute for fome Years, In a
word, it has been proved with good Authorit}r,
{by f.ach {ide) on Diffection, to be the one way, as
wellasthe other. Tho’ the former, the Opinion of
Monfieur Brifceas and Maitre-Fean, has, no doubty
more fully been fo proved, becaufle (as obferved) it
is the moft frequent and more common kind, and
confequently more Inftances to be had in that way.
From this then, which has been hinted, it may
seadily be perceived, that they will thus become li-
able to be divided, into the more kindly or flighter
Jort of Catarafls, and thofe of the more comm

all
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| and 7ef5 fuccefiful, as well as thofe of the more ma-

iign and moft unfuccefsful kind. Now, as to the
manner how the other fort is form?’d, it likewile
appears as plain to me, that whilft as yet there is but
a fmall quantity of this §:ze in the Blood, {o poffi-
bly the larger Particles or fizy Flakes, are thus more
eafily floating along in the larger Canals or Dutis,
where they meet with the /eaff Refiffance : But the
Blood being ftill morc abounding with this glary

- Humour, both of the leffer as well as of the lareer

kind of fuch Particles; fome ofthe more Minute, will,
and do, in all likelihood, pafs thorough thofe Ci-
liary Duils, (we have before fpoken of) and are
fo accordingly thrown into the Tunica Aranea, all
over the Cryftalline Humour 3 which is thus render-
ed epake. As this then but feldom or ever hap-
pens, withour the other fort on the outward or fore
fide of the Tunica Aranca in the Aguecus Humour,
in the thanner and from fuch Reafons we have juft
been fpeaking of 5 fo this fizy Pellicle or Cataraé?,
in the Agqueous Humour or Onifide, lying common-
ly, 1{ay, on the Aranea, is by Monlieur Maitre-
J¢un {uppofed to be, or called by him, the Accom-
pagnement of the Catarafi. From all which then
that has here been laid down, it will in like man-
ner follow, that when the Blood is univerfally
loaded with this Rbeumatic Size, or at leafty that
flowing to the Head, and in particular towards zbe
£yes 5 1t will then, I'fay, readily happen, that even
‘the finalleft Dugts® and mimuteff Parts will in this
‘manner likewile be ¢vercharg’d, and confequently
‘thus filled with this unkindly Humour; and fo not
',{tm.ly the Cryfalline, but even the vitreous Humour
i'; * As thofe of the Fitreous are, probahly, the moft minute
‘Dadts, fo probably that Part may be the laft which {uffers, the

Particles fpoken of being firlt carried thorpugh the larger Caa
‘mals; or otherwife from the more gencral Taint of the whole

Mafs.
L Fa alfo
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alfo, in all its Cellule will be clogged and filled there-
with 3 and by this means will become opake. Ina
word, it will thus become #niverfal over a!l the in-
ternal Part of the Globe; a Maladie, tor whichthere
is 7o cure. Now, by all that I am capable of com-
prehending of thefe Matters, this kind 1s general-
ly attended with great and * fbooting Pains of the
Head, if not alfo in the Forebead, and towards the
Eye in partieslar.. The {econd fort is fometimes,
likewife, accompanied with more or lefs Pain 5.
whereas the firft and moft laudable kind very rarely
or cver are.,

From hence then, it will be fufficiently obferv-
able, how very neceflary it 1s, well to underftand -
the buman Struflure, and that of the Animal (Eco- |
nomy, as well as the Maladjes in gemeral, incident
to buman Bodies 5 which, at the fame time, plainly -
proves, I think, that it is not a fufficient Qualifica=
tion for one who has dabbled a little i Eyes only,
with Eye-Salves, and Eye-Waters 5 or even da-
ring (though fuccefstul too) to thruft in a Needle,
&ec. to pretend or prefume therefore to underftand,
and fo to undertake the nice and difficult Tajfk of
remedying all the Maladies incident to this fo noble
and moft curions Organ. k '

I might, ’tis true, proceed to fhew, that this

fizy or rbeumatick Humour, is that which is, or-
" forms, both Goeut and Gravel, as well as the Stone 3
when falling on all the Parts common to zbsfe Ma-
ladies. So I might likewife more fully obferve
(were it not time to finith) that the Cryfalline Hu-

* N. B. After having writ this, I looked into Monfieur
Maitre- Fean, where I oblerv'd, page 133, he fpeaks of une H:.iﬂ--;:-'s
meur Rbumatifante; but he diftinguifhes this from, cette Sar'gffté;é
acide amaffie antour du Cryflallin, & qui caufe la Cataraiie.
However, what this noted Author 1s plealed to oblerve there, on
this Head, gives me no Satisfattion ; but rather ferves more
fully to prove, or to convince me, in what [ have here ad-
vanced. |
. HIQIH 3
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- smour, Ifay, has even alfo been found to be petri-
Jied in its Capfula, as the Stone has been found, in
the Bladder and Kidneys, as well as in the Lungs
and Gall-Bladder, or as ckalky Stones have been
found in gouty Hands, Legs, and Feet, So that in
eifect, it is ftill the fame Thief, only appearing or
breaking forth out of the Fabrick (or towards the
extremitics) from the different Parts thereof. How

- very neceffary then fuch univerfal Knowledge muft
be, will eafily and readily appear; and fo (if I may
be allow’d the Metaphor) to know, have, and
properly to underftand the true and juft Ufe of the
the Lord Chief Fuftice bis Warrant, for the duly
Jollowing, fettering, or fubduing fuch, in any Part
of this Animal Kingdom; that is, the prevemting
and hindering this common Enemy from feizing, or
defiroying the noble or principal Parts of our Confti-
tution, 1s what I muft leave to the further and more
mature Confideration of my thoughtful Reader,
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ON THE. |

Miladiesand Operations of theEve, &% -

IN

Mr. Chefelden’s Obfervations,

- (In his Anatomy )
On the Difeafes and Operations of that

Orcan. And of fome other Prac-

titioners, their Pra&ice and Improve-

‘ments in Hofpitals, &e.

.1

Know not whether (in a great meafure) I may |

not have been confider’d as one dead or a-fleep,

thefe many Years by-paft 5 whether from an Indo-

lence, or fome particular Inclination of innocently

amufing my felf, or that of being otherwife well
empley’d, {eems not much material 70 tbe Publick,

However, I cannot but own that I think it is pof-

fible to arrive at fuch Knowledge in #bis way; nay,

even Phyfick in general, as the nature of that Study,

and the buman Capacity willadmit of ; proportion-

ably to that of other Arts and Sciences, tho® in 1t-
feIf not altogether fo certain. 'T'o which pitch any
Perfon having attained, being a Man of Spirit, and
having a general Defire or Thirft after Knowledge,
(as moft fuch have ;) he then, as Conguerors thirlt
after new Conguefts, {o likewife does he in frefb De-
Sires of Kuowledge ; which is boundlefs, and il
more defirable the more pleafant and amufing it .
I know not, I fay, whether, during this my Qui-

A etude,
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 etude, fome nournal or other Birds may have made
a little over-frec with fome of my Feathers, to deck
themfelveswith. However, I muft now own, thaton
hearing the melodious Songs of a celebrated Nightin-
gele, in the praife of his Eye Curer : Tho?, 1 own,
I underftood him with the Knowledge proper to
him, that is, with the Licentia Poctica Allowance
Yet the enchanting, warbling Notes of this melo-
dious * Bird, 1 fay, roufed me more than all the
Noife and Bufle of thofe of the College of ;
or thofe of the S——4ba/l, in running after our cla-
morous, vain, pretending Occulift T- r. T muoft:
-neverthelefs, at the fame time fay, that to judge
right, and truly well, fuch who pretend to ‘make
a proper Judgment of a Perfon’s Knowledge in
,any particular Way, they ought to be more learn-

e

Tl

* As fome have been bold enough to affert, that the beft
Poets have been blind, as witnefs Homer, Mnton, &, which,
fay they, is proved by the Improvement of our Reafon, when
we are not diverted by outward Objects ; that is, the inter-
nal Senfe becomes better by the lofs of the External, as not
‘being fo much diverted by the continval Ufe, and viewing of
 external Objeczs.  Of which, if I miftake not, Miltor {ome-
‘where makes {ome fuch Hint. Now, as our ingenions Au-
_#hor Mr. Chefelden, 1 well remember, ufed to be greatly given
to Poctry, methinks it would be worthy his Enquiry (for the
Benefit of the Curious) to know, or find out, what fort of
Blinduefs 1t might be that Homer in particular was aflicted with ;
becaufe, if it was that of the Catara® Kind, (elpecially ‘of the
proper fort) he then, as our Author obferves, being able to 4iftin-

ifp Colours, could not fe well be faid #o be blind; which you
ﬁmw would plainly prove that.the beff Pocts avere wot blind, &c.
But if, notwithftanding, that it had been this Maladie, they,
‘meverthelefs, have taken the Liberty to call him (tho’ impro-
‘perly) blind. Yet it would, I fay, even in that Cafe, contra-
,:-fEiﬂ: the common Prowverd, and prove that blind Men, or Poets,
| €an, newerthelefs, judse of Colours. Now, whether thefe things
ie fufficiently clear’d up by the particular Epithet given to fuch
‘Heroes or Poet, that 1 know not. But if Homer's Cale can be
Auppofed as hinted, what pity it was, he had not a {ufficiently
E&ﬁpmwzd Hand, fo celebrated by him (or fome noted Poet of
thafe Times) accerdingly to have couch’d him ; even tho' the
'{%ﬁu{iﬂ had been lels celebrated.

F 4 ed
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ed in that Way than thofe they pretend to judge
of, or at le {’c very near as much ; otherwife they
will not only be very liable to the being deceiv’d |
themfelves, but by fuch means alfo moft ready to |
impofe on others. Being now then a little rayﬁd -‘;
by {uch melodions Sorness, and the foregoing Let=
ters, &F¢c. I begun to fbake my Ears, and to look |
fomewhat a-round me, fo to obferve what Advances |
might have been made in this Way in this great |
own, ever fince my writing the forefaid fmalf |
Treatife of the Eye. 1 found, that my wery in-
genioys Friend ’!/L. William Cmﬁ’!dfﬂ, appear’d |
afnmm& the firft of that number ; of whole Wri- |
ting, i this Way, I frecly own I had not the Jeaff |
Knowledze DI‘ Sufpicion, until juft now, on Exami- |
nation of the /gff Edition of his Anatomy, that I;
undeceiv’d my feif : his Syftgm or Obfervations of

the Affairs of the Eyes being therein contained, 1}
fhail then only fay, tlmt in this laft or faﬂr:b Edi- |

tion, 1 obferved large Strides towards Impmve-i
ments in this IWay, which were not in the firft, or |

ﬂ:mmﬁiy therein to have had any Thoughts in Ibui
Way s which, therefore, may alfo {)CCEﬂ{}n the few

following Queries on thisSubjes.  Which I now e-|

ven the rather choofe to mention, being I under-|
ftand he is upon publithing another Edition wrthj
great Additions ; {o that I choofe thus to give him |
a fair Opportunity of anfwering thefe my Queries
and Remarks in his faid new Book 3 or to correck
fich Thoughts contain’d in his former Editions, as|
he fhall judge moft proper, fince I am no way oz |

the catch, or to criticife for criticifing: fake, bug

merely for the Jake of Truth, and the further Satif-

faction of the #erld in general 3 in which Light Ig
hope he will cenfider it, and no otherwife, fince A-

micus Plato, &c. Nor ought we from Vanity, or j
any ollgr views to differ, but readily to agree to

the rremoting of Truth : More efpecially, fince I}
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 would not only confider him as ax o/d Acquaintance,
but alfo as a Man of Merir. My Intention, as -
I have faid, is not eriticifing for criticifing fake;
fince I have always been of Opinion, that the beft,
mofi laudable, and moft effectual way of playing the
Critic on any Performance or Book, was to write
a better of our own. Now, as [ have already writ
a Treatife on the Subjef? of the Eye, itmay, I think,
frecly enough be allowed me o take fome Cog-
nizance of fuch as any way treaz of the like Suijeg,
tho’ they treat not thereof in any diftiné, or parsi-
cular Treatife only, but accompanied with other
 Subjects. Ifhall not, however, pretend, or judge
it any other way-neceflary, to make Obfervations
on his General, Anatomic Work, tho® the other be
contain’d therein ; éfpecially, fince I never have
publif’d any fuch General Work, whate’er I
might once, or ever have intended. Yer I fhall
. now, I believe, hardly think of any fuch Thing,
Nor fhall I even sow trouble my felf, particularly,
to criticife on all the Parts of the Eye, mention’d
oromitted 5 or of fuch Deficiencies, Faules, or Ne-
glels on this Subject, contain’d in this faid Zuzbor’s
Anatomy s but fhall only obferve this in general,
That it appears very ftrange to me, that he thould
“have given us no diftiné Prints of the Parts, ei-
ther of the Eye or Ear, but only indiftiné? and very
gmperfedt, fhort Accounts of fuch Parts as he is pleaf-
- ed to mention. Nay, his laf# Edision does rather,
indeed, feem to be a kind of Theory of Vifion, in
his way, than properly the Diffeétion and Anatomy
. of the Eye, which the World fo reafonably expected
‘him to have produced. Altho’ his launching out
o far into the Theory of Vifion (poflibly even alfo
‘with the Advice and Afliftance of his Friends)
yet I cannot by any means imagine, no more than
'E:m*iﬂ of his beft Friends, who feem ready enough
_%m allow, that this Part is not his greateff or st

Talent,
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Talent, It were then to have been'with’d, thathe
had dwe'ta little more on fuch Part, as he has been
Judg’d to be more knowing in, to wit, the diffec-
ting or operative Part, fo commonly allow’d to be

AT W

his principal Tallent. But if he, neverthelefs, do

judge himfelf to be fufficiently capable of, or even

the mwre able, in the former; whatfhall we then fay?

if not, that ir is but too common a thing for Man-
kind, to endeavour to fhew, that the}r thine the
mui’c, in that which in reality they oftén are found
and appear to be the moft weak in. I muft, as yet,
likewife further obferve, that befides the former
Reafons which induced me to the prefent Under-
taking, is, that on Examination I obferv’d, That
I am fo far from being exprefsly fpoken of, or

named, or that of my Treatife, in thofe his Ac-
counts of the Eye (tho’ of fo long Acquaintance, or |

'\.
e |
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long publiflvd, {¢.) that he feems rather careful-
ly to have * aveided the fame ; yet the drift in feveral i
Pam‘, if not in the whaele, {eems plainly enough m*‘i
fquint towards me, as 1 fhall more particularly en- |
deavour to make appear hereafter.  And this Me+
thod of taking notice of a Perfon, or his Works, |

who, at the fame time, plainly appears to be in

our Eye, is far from being the beft, probably #be

wioft uﬁgfzrwrms and mg"rzemf{y way af treating bim.
Now fhould he, at the fame time, in the leaft, be |

any way found gwilty of filching of any thing from

any fuch Perfon’s Performance, might we not then |
judge him to be ftill mere blamable ? T thall then
only touch on fome few fach Points as feem fome-

what &- -propo, or relative to the Subjeéts, before |
treated of in our fovegeing Letters. Shounld then

this our Friend, :ndm{: to take Parts from us, hi=|
therto allow’d, InI'c:.a.d of difcovering of new t?ﬂf.!‘,

* T'his probably, accerding to the common, fafhionable,
- approved Metned, may not improperly be call’d, finking of an®

;ﬁ'_r'

l
Autnor, when we incline be fhould not be much heard nf + g
andﬁ

%
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and again to allow them in Jaster Editions, with-
out the- leaft Apology for fo doing, what muft we
think ? But to begin, andto explain this more par-
ticularly, I fhall then ubferva, Thar moft Authors
now agree, as well as that in my Treatife, page 18,

there 1s there made mention of the Tunica A anea,
(which envelopes the Cryftalline Humour) wiz.

The Tunica, with which it is cover’d ({peaking of
the Cryﬁallme) is called the Araneas becaufe afﬁmb
a very delicate Texture : This Membrane adberes ta,
or is continued from the vitreous Tunic, and Liga-
-mentum Ciliare.  Very well, fo far is aflerted by
me : Now let us hear the Obfervation of our faid
Friend Mr. Chefelden on this Head, in his firf Edi-
tion, publifh’d foon after mine: where he goes on,
page 176, in the following manner. ¢ Some Au-
¢ thors have reckon’d a Coat to the Cryftalline Hu-
¢« mour, which they call Aranea, from the Delicate-
 nefs of its Texture. But this Appearance refults
¢ merely from the boyli ng or expoling the Humour

¢¢ to the Air : Which is their way of difcovering
¢ it.> Very good ; this, furcly, 15 @ very bome
Thruft at me, and all fuch as mention this Ceat or
Junic. 1took it, indeed, to be particularly level-
led at me, on the firft Publication thereof, (being
foon after mine was publifh’d;) upon which I
call’d on Mr. Chefelden at his Houfe in Cheapfide,
ta talk the Matter over with him, to know what
he meant by it ; in fine, to fatisfy him on that
Subjeét. 1 thall only fay then, that he made #e
grmf Reply thereto, but that he colour’d ; which
then, indeed, (hew’d his Modejty on that head : On
whlch I lefc him, without imagining it neceflary

to puth it any further.

. The next and latter Editions (which, as I’ve
faid, I did not mind or look into till now) goes
on as follows. Third Edition, page 325, as alfo
the fourth, tho’ a different page.— The Cryftal-
"t ¢ line
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. < line its Shape is a depref*d Spheroid 5 it is diftind-
% -""‘."‘r"{‘;r'i:'anmfn’d in a very fine Membrane, call’d 4-

S¢ ranea’ Excellently good againj ¢ diftinéily
““¢ contain’d ‘in a very fine Membrane, calld Zrg-
¢ zea.” But how then are we to reconcile this
with the ﬁ}rewmnﬂr pofitive Alfertion in the firft Edi-
tion 2 Some Authors have reckon’d a C oat, &¢.
What is this then, our ingenious Friend bis way of
difcovering it 2 without making the leaft Apolegy to|
the World for fo pefitively and bluntly contradiéling
what he had as pofitively afferted before. And why |
not tell us how he came to make this zew Difco-
wery ¢ If he inclines not to difcover to the World,
thdt he owed to me any fuch Obligation, yet, fure-i.
ly, he might have form’d fome presiy Story, as to|
hrs way of difcovering if. But, indeed, he is very
fhort in his Defcription thereof 5 fo thm: he would
fcem to have concluded on that Head, that fewy‘f
Words are beft.  As tothe Cryftalline bemg in ﬂmpe
¢ depre(s’d Spheroid, he had better to have acquamt&d!
the World, as mention’d in my Book, that its
form is as thet of two Segments of Spheres of diffe-
rent Magnitudes, being join’d together, the moft:
Convex of which, lies backwards in the wtrfam H::--
Hionr. |
*The next thing then, which I fhall obferve, and
- which feems plainly to have been borrow’d from
- me, or at leaft, that which firlt gave himm {fuch Hint ;
- (without, at the fame time, taking the leaft notice’
of me) is, that as there was nothing mention’d of.|
any Theory of Vifion 5 or of any Prmt or Figure nf;
that kind (for the better Explanation thereof} in
his firft Editiony why, traly, he very fairly puts]
into his lazter Edition the fame Figure on Vifion as 15
contain’d 7# mine. ’Tis true, indeed, he might:
have found much the like Figures in Books of Op-
ticks 3 tho’ it feems full as llkel that he took the:
the firft Hint'fram my Ulfe thcreuf It 1s, haowe=/
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ver, certain, and I doubt not he will readily e~ *°
nough alledge, That tho’ the fame Figure in ef- -
fect, yet that he has made fome Additions thereto,  :
as that of an Oprick Nerve added, as well as tHat of
the Beam of Light, or the Rays of an Objé&t being
loft, which fall on the Entrance of thar Nerve into
the Globe to form the Retina. 1 will as freély al-
low that he has even done all this, which I judge
no way neceffary. Let us now then, a little con-
fider the Ufes our improving Author makes of this,
as well as our own Oblervations thereon. I donot,
in the firft place, aliow the Optick Nerve to be fo
obliquely placed in Human Subjects, or quite fo
diftant from the Axis, or middle of the bottom of
the Globe, as he puts it. Now, as to his particu-
lar Opinions, Ratiocinations, and Obfervations, in re-
lation to this Nerve, I fhall firlt choofe to repeat
his own Words, before I go further. Third E-
dition, page 328, fpeaking of the Rays of Light
being loft, or their being infenfible to us, which
come from any Object, and are placed or zermi-
#ate on the Entrance of the Optick Nerve, where
It comes to form the Reting.— “ Which,
“¢ (fays be) appears from part of an Obje& being
¢ loft to one Eye, when we are looking towards
‘¢ it with the other thut. I know (continues be) a
¢ Gentleman, who having left one Eye by the
¢ Small-pox, and going through a Hedge, a
¢ Thorn, unfeen (probably from this Caufe) ftruck
¢ the other, and put it out. The two Optick
¢ Nerves, foon after they arife out. of the Brain,
€ join and feem perfectly united : Yet, from the
# tollowing Cafe, I am not without Sufpicion of
€ their Fibres being preferv’d diftinc, and that the.
*¢ Nerve of each Eye arifes whol'y from the oppofite
¢ fide of the Brain ; or elfe, that the 'other Nerves
-’%:thrm:ghour the Body arife from the Brain, and

£ Medulla Oblongata, on the fides oppofite to
% “¢ thofe
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¢ thofe they come out of.” Which Affercion, or|
Supp{)imun he pretends to prove, in the fame placey
from a 'Soldier, who by a Pufh or Violence on
the left Fye, which raifed it out of its Orbit,
“ was (. ﬁzy.r be) prefently follow’d with exceffi *r.é'e.ﬂ
¢ Pain n the right fide of the Head only; and a
‘¢ lofs of the Senfe of Feeling, and Motion in both|
¢¢ the right Limbs: Which, fome time thﬂreafs{:r‘
¢ (fays émf) recovered.” |
Firft then, as to the Rays of Light coming from/
the Obje&t, and their falling on the Entrance of th@
Optick Nerve, where it forms the Retina, which are
there loft by being placed on the Diameter or the‘
whole bl’t.&dth {}f the Optick Nerve: Methinks,
would not be improper to enquire of oxr .ri’z:fbarg
whether even that very Breadth or Entrance there
of the faid Nerve, be not alfo Retina ? (and,
bably, alfo the moft delicate Part thereof.) Now;
fince he, in ‘thefe latter Editions appears to affeét
much this kind of Writing, with his fingular Ra-
tiocinations thereon, &e. it would have been, I
imagine, or is ftill greatly a-propo, as an accuraté
Anatomifp and Philofapher, to inform us, why
this faid Part of the Retina, being the whole End-
and Thicknefs of that Nerve, which is not an in=
confiderable Part of the Retina where the Rays of
Objects are placed 5 why fuch Rays then, or zheir
Impulfes, thould prove lefs, or no way, fenfible to
us there, as they do on the other Parts of the Rf:-
tina ? I have, indeed, heard fome pretend to give
a Reafon, tho’ nothing fatisfattory. Monf. Mar-
riot, or nthers their Experiments to prove fuch
Rays being there loft, is no Anfwer to this Que=
ftion. Nor can I fay, but that I ftill retain fome
Safpicions of that now fo common receiv’d Opmmﬂ,
tho” Monf. Marriot’s Experiment is certainly very
curious 5 yet, whether it may not even poffibly|

proceed from anorher Canfe, is what I cannot here
pre
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'pretend to determine. And as it feems more pro-
perly to come under the Confideration of the Op-
ficians, or the Improvers and Followers of thar
Doctrine and Opinion, fo I fhall at prefent leave
at. : '
Let us now then come to the Proof of this Opi-
nion, from the Obfervation made by our confiderate
Autbor, of the Gentleman who had his Lye ftruck or
putont (or, ratherSight) by the Thorn unfecn, probably
Jrom this Caufe. I muft freely own, I am here ata
ygreat lofs to underftand my penetrating  Friend
1n this Particular; oras to his method of Reafoning,
and 1n what'manner it is he proves it Dy his matbe-
matical Figure of the Theory of Fifion 5 or by anyo-
ther way. For Example; can our worlhy and very
curions Friend pretend to place 2 Thorn in any Po-
fition, /[0 Defore the Sight of the Fye, as that the
Perfon fhall not be able 0 fee, or any way to dij-
cern the faid Thorn ? if the faid Perfon makes the
leaft Artention thereto : If not, what does he
‘talk of ? _
. As to this Gentleman, his fo unluckily having
‘#his Thorn thus fuddenly to Jirike bis Eye, that
“he had not time to fhun it, from the exceed-
ing Swiftnefs thereof 3 fo that he might, in this
~manner, loofe his Sight thereby, is, no doubt,
very poflible. But as to the Reafon given, or the
far-fetch’d, learned Suppofition and Remark our
noted Author is pleafed to make thereof 3 it is,
Murely, without the leaft Foundation, either from
.common Senfe or Experience. Now, as to our ce-
lebrated Author, his Obfervation of the Optick
Nerve of each Eye, arifing wholly from the oppofite
e of the Brain 5 1 cannot allow that neither, or
the leaft approve of that Opinion ;3 notwith{tand-
Ing, all the great Reputation he has acquir’d in this
fway of diffe¢ting, &¢c. And I would oppofe to
.,k'&is Authority the Obfervation of Vefalius his Wo-
ﬂ man!,
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man, who had her right Eye emaciazed, together
with the Optick Nerve on the fame fide ; whofe
Authority, if we have any regard to, plainly proves;
that the faid Nerves do not crofs each other, fo to.
be communicated into the oppofite, or contra-
#y Eye: Or that their Fibres are any way mixed or |
confounded with cach other (but tho’ gently touch-/
ing cach other) their Fibres do, neverthelefs,
keep entirely difiinét and feparate, and the whole |
Nerve is inferted in each Eye from its own pro-
per fide. !

As to the Proofs brought by our faid Author, Mr.
Chefelden, of this Soldier, who, by a'violent Pufh
on his Eye, which was prefently follow’d with ex+
ceffive Pain on the contrary fide of the Head ; this:
appears to me very eafy to be accounted for, in’
quite the contrary way to what our faid Friend ad--
vances. As for Example 5 what can thew it felf.
more plain, than that the left Eye by the Vio-
lence of the blow, became thus greatly inflamed;
and thereby was fo accordingly raifed or beaved up.
out of its Orbit 5 by which Violence the Dura and.
Pia Mater, that cover the Optick Nerve, behoved
alfo thus to fuffer, and readily fo, likewife, to be
thus over firetched and inflamed. Nor can it feem
any way ftrange, that thofe Membranes on the con--
trary fide of the Head (to wit, the right) {thould more
particularly fuffer on this Occafion ; and thus to be:
bighly enflam’d, wviolent Pain, &c. more efpectal-
ly, when we duly confider the oblique Infertion of:
the Optick Nerve into the Eye, and, confequently,
upon the violent Inflammation, firong Tenfion, and
pufbing forward of the whole Globe; muft neceflari~
ly, from its Pofition (or that of the Optick Nerve)
more particularly ftrain and inflame thefe very
Parts of the Membranes of the Dura and Pia Ma-
ter, on the oppofite fide. And, that the right
Limbs of this Patient might likewife fuffer from

the

o |
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‘the fame Caufe, towit, that of /s of the Senfe of
- Feeling and Mbtion, need not, neither, feem any
~way ftrange 5 when confider’d, that the Coars of
thefe Nerves Being alfo affeCted by the Inflam--
mation of the forefaid Membranes, on that Side o
Part from which they receive their Coverings or
have a Communication,
But now, let us take a little Notice of our pre-
fent Author; in his defcribing of the Agueons Hu- ,
mour of the Eye ; or rather his accurate Account of
\#be proper Ufes thereof. Third Edition, page 324,
‘he informs us in the following Manner, ¢ The
¢ Agucous Humour lies foremoft, and feers chiefly
*¢ of ufe to prevent the Cryffaliine from being ealfi-
ly bruiled by rubbing, or a Blow; and, perhaps,
¢¢ it ferves for the Cryfalline Humour to move for.
¢ ward in, while we view near Objeéts 5 and back-
 ward, for remoter Objeits” And what,
18 this then the only Account and Ufes of this Hu.
mour, which our accurate Anatomift can give us
or that he judges neceflary to oblige the Publick
with ? In my Opinion, he had far Better have faid
nothing on that Subjeét ; becaufe it inftructs not,
unlefs to lead the unwary out of the right way,
How, I pray, does it prevent the Cryfalline from
being eafily bruifed by rubbing, or a Blow, any more
than were the fame Cavity or Chamber fully extend-
ed with Air? And, confequently, if fo, no need of
the Aqueous Humour in that Cafe : And as to his;
perhaps, of the dgueous Humour ferving for the
Cryfailine Humour tomove forward in— that, F -
1y, (even fuppofing foch Movement to be fa®)
vere this Agueons Space, as we faid before, only
iPd with Ajr, fuch Motion would be full as well
perform’d : And, confequently, if fo as obferv’d,
there could then be no manner of Ufe or Occafion,
ot the Agueons Humonr, asexprels’d by our faid Author,
Sty on the other hand, T thould be glad to know;

. G why

"
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why we may not {uppofe fome further real Ufes
of this-Hamour, and, which I take to be thefe,
to wit, that it is of ufe net only for the more
full Extenfion. of the Globe 3 but is alfo to keep
the inward Humours and Membranes at their due
axd proper Place and Diftance 5 particularly the
- Cryfalline, and that of the Uvea, or Iris. It like- |
ways, undoubtedly, bumeéis or moiftens all the Mem-
branes within this faid Space or Chamber 3 which
would otherwifc dry and fbrivel, &c. It fervesto’
the infide of the Cornea, as the Lachrymal Liguid
or Water does, to moiften its ouifide : And is of
great Ule to moiften the Fibres of the Uvea and Iris,|
and tokeep it from drying or fbriveling, aswell as in’
its proper Form and Place. Tt probably alfo fillsany
Vacuities and bumeéts all within the Glode of the Eyes
But in page 326, third Edition, he makes a fur=
ther Remark on this Humour, which we cannot
well, in filence, pafs over ; his Words are as fol=
low. ¢ The fame thidg alfo may be obferv’d of the
¢ Aqueons Humour, which is, indeed, more * con=
cave than convex : but when the Cryffalline Hus
mour is removed in the couching a Catera?, the
Aqueous poflefies its Place, and becomesa Lenss
but that refracting Light, lefs than the Cryffal~
fine, whofe Place and Shape it partly takes, the
Paticnt needsa convex Glu,g to fee accurately,”’—
How, quoth he ? the Aqueous Humour becomes @
Lens! This is a piece of News indeed, and a fingu-
lar Ufe we have not heard of before. But how1s
it our very curious Author proves all this? Is it by
Diffection, or by Authority from other Writers?
No truly, it is all bis owwn, his own Obfervation, and|
that’s enough. Well, fo then it fhall be bis ozon; for
I dare fwear, none will ever difpute it with bim 1t
being @/l bis own, And yet 1 am ftill in fon
doubt, whether he believes it to be ntirely bis own

for I am in fome Sufpicion be takes it fram Mﬂﬂgéf
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Brifceau and Maitre-Jean’s Opinion of the vitresus
Humour doing the Office of the Cryfalline after
couching. And he thus either miftakes their Account
thereof, or, otherways, he feems here inclined to

ive us (in this manner) his Improvement thereon.
%Iowever, if we allow their Opinion to be of force;
and which,- no doubt, carries fome Probability,
and a Strength of Reafon along with it, to wit, that
the Cryftalline being beat down, the Caviry of the ¥i-
¥reous becomes convex; more particularly affifted by zbe
Prefure of the Body of the Cryftalline (o deprefs*d, on
the fide of the vitreous Humour 5 if this then, their
now {o common reccived Opinion be thus allow’d,
there cannot be any thing in this Affertion of ouf
Friend Chefelden, of the Aqucous Humour becoming a
Lens, or of its paffeffing the Place of the Cryftalline;
€5¢. So that it would, methinks, be intirely ne-
ceflary for him to difeufs and clearly to difimifs this
now fo general Opinion, before he pretends to e-
Atablith bis own 5 or that he ftill perfift in chat #o-
able Notion. But now again, as yet to indulge our
ﬁ'ﬁma’, by laying afide this French Opinion, (tho®
already fo generally received with us) let us then
fuppole, according to our improving Author, that
the Agueous Humour, (on fuch Occafion) falls into
the Cavity of the Pitreous ; yer how it becomes o
dens, or bow it takes its Shape, is indeed beyond
my Comprebenfion : for tho’ it fills up this Hollow,
yet is not all on the fide, and above this to the
Lornea, a great part of a large agueons Globe 2 Pof=
fibly not much lefs thop ten times the Bignefs of
‘ghat {poken of, which fills the Hollow of the Vi-
dreous.  Belides, how can it have the leaft fimili-
\Jude in Form, when we confider the agueous Body
ito be extended, at leaft, as far on each fide of this
@ﬂf@? When we conlider the deprefs’d Cryfalline
\alfo to take off fome part of its Form? And when
‘We conflider the Uvea, or Iris; which forms the
1 G2 Pupily
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Pupil, to lie in or near the middle of this agueous
Body, can any rational Creature then pretend this,
in any manner, to be the fbape of a Lens? But let
us now confider this whole aquesus Humonr, which
our Author is fo very ready and willing to turn in-
to @ Lens. 'I fay then, that as the Rays are firft
converged by the Cornea, fo they will diverge a-
gain in the Agucous confequently, even till they
come to the FVitreous; fo that the Agueons, from
hence, cannot, any way, in this manner {erve as @
Lens ?

As to the wvitreous Humounr, our accurate Anato-
mift is not pleafed to give us any anatomical Dif-
{fettion, or Account thereof, only that it ferves to
keep the Cryftalline at its proper Diffance ; for
which Reafon I muft refer the Reader to my Ac-
count thereof in my Opbtbalmographia.

I might here likewife obferve, which I had like
to have omitted, that in page 320, third Edition,
he judicioufly makes us the following Remark:
Therefore, fays he, a dilated Pupil is a certain Sign
¢f a bad Eye. 1 humbly conceive that our cnrr(;&
Author would fay, or mean, a preternatural Dila™
tation 3 which is, no doubt, @ bad Sign : But might
he not with as much Reafon alfo, at the fame time, |
have added, thatthe prefernatural Contraéiion there-
of is likewife a bad Sign.

Yet I doubt not I have juft now advanced full

. far, and very. poflibly our Friend, Mr. Chefelden,
may not fo readily allow, that the preternatural
Contrattion of the Pupil (to wit, the Relaxation of
the Fibres of the Uvea any, Iris) is a Sign of a bad
Eye 3 becaufe when I reflect, he is pleafed toacquaint.
us, that he has imvented an Operation fome Years a-

‘&o upon this Mulcle, Uvea or Iris, that is, on the
total Clofure of the Pupil (from that Caufe.) And
this fingular Operation he has not only been at great

S Pﬂll’lﬂ-—
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pains moft accurately to defcribe in the Philofo-
phical Tranfaitions, to that learned Society, whofe
Prefident is fo great a Judge of thefe Maiters of the
Eye, &c. but he has, likewife, moft accurately and
moft cbligingly defcribed it, a fecond time to us,
in his Appendix to his Book 5 in all appearance,’
indeed, a complete Coup de Maitre, the true Touch-
Stone of delicate Operations, not much inferiour to
that of the Drum of the Ear, particularly in the -
Slammatory Cafes [poken of.
But, methinks, on his fo obligingly acquainting
us with the Difcovery of this fo very ingenious O-
peration, it had not been amifs, I fhould imagine,
that he had at leaft alfo inform’d us fomewhat more
particularly of zbe Nature of thefe Parts, and when
in their preternatural State? More efpecially when
moft neceffary to perform this excellent Operation?
‘Well, but then, in anfwer to this, he is {fo good as
to inform us of all this, (as he fuppofes+) His
Words are ; ¥ ¢¢ Three Figures of Eyes to ex-
¢¢ plain an Operation, which I 4nvented fome
¢« Years ago, and printed a fhort Account of in
¢¢ the Philof. Tranf. and have often practifed wich
-¢¢ Succefs. The Diftemper for which this Operation
¢ is perform’d, is either a total Clofure of the Pu- -
<< pi/, which is fometimes natural, and fometimes
¢¢ happens from Inflammations ; or elfe when the
<< Pupil is extremely contracted, and the inner
«¢ Edges of the Iris growing to a Cataral, or part
<« of a Cataralt after couching. *The manner of
< doing this Operation is thus; the Eye-lid being
¢ firmly held open by an Inftrument, a {mall
‘& Knife or Needle, edged on one fide, is thruft
¢ through the Tunica Sclerotis, as In the lower
¢ Figure ; and then forwards thro’ the Iris, the
% Edge being turned to the Iris 3 1n drawing of
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¢ it out, -a Slit 1s cut, as in thetwo upper Figures.
- ¢ When this Diftemper is without a Cataraft, itis
¢¢ beft to make the Operation in the middle, as in
¢¢ the ypper one 3 but if there is a Catarafi, or
¢« part of a Cararaff, then to make it higher, that
¢¢ the Catarai may not obftruét the Light. Thefe
¢ Catarails are generally very fmall, and fome-
¢¢ times by reafon of their Adhefion not to be rey
¢« moved. The Aperture in the middle Eye, was
¢¢ made lower than the center of the Cornea, there
¢¢ being an Albugo on the upper Part of it, which
¢¢ made itunfitto performtheOperation in that part.
Now that be bas often praéiifed (this Operation)
awith Succefs, is what we fhall more fully treat of
hereafter. Zhe Diftemper, {ays he, for which this
Operation is perform’d, is either a total Clofure of the
Pupil, which is fometimes natural, and fometimes
bappens from Inflammation. The firft, methinks, of
the zotal Clofure of the Pupil, appears to me to be
a very #nnatural State ; and very rarely, if ever,
fit for any fuch Operation ; and as to the other
kind, which, fometimes, quoth he, bappens from
Inflammation, there this notable Operation feems to
me to be full asunueceflary and improper; fince eithe
the Inflammation will, with time, of itfelf, or by
proper Methods, go off, or it will not, by that,
or by any other Means. And is it then the beft
Praltice, or was it ever hitherto practifed, to fe-
parate or to cut aMufcle (or Sphinéter) to pieces, {o
to render 1t ufelefs, by way of the beft Cure foran
Inflammation thereof 2 s not the Contraction of the
Pupil (or the Expanfion of this Muicle or Iris) ab-
folutely neceflary for the Prefervation of our Sight 2
that is, by fuch Contra&ion, to defend the moft
delicate Parts.of this tender Organ from too great a
number of Rays falling on them, when the Light 15
too firong ¢ Which being true, beyond all Contra-
diction, this {o very neceffary Defence then, bclrgg
' ab-
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- abfolutely wanting, T conccive that on making

- fuch an artificial Pupil as propofed by this ingen:-
ois Operalor, the Patient wou!d by fuch means,
from the want of fuch proper, natural, and abfo-
lutely weceffary Defence, in fome Jpace of time, be-
come as much blind (if not more effectually fo)
than if no f{uch Aperture had ever been made.
Moreover, ’tis certain, that Inflammations are

- readily carried off either by A7 or Nature, and the

- Patient then dgain_ recovers his Sight as before 3
whereas, by this Operation, "he never can, from
the Deftruttion or Transfiguration of the Parts, & e.
befides Blood following fuch Operation and mixing
with the agueous Humonr, &c.

*Tis true, indeed (until lately) accidentally peep-
1ng into this Author’s Supplement, 1 altogether ima-
gin’d, that the Operation of making of new Pupils
had been the Operation and fole Invention pretended
to only by that clamorous, noify Itinerant Taylor 4
but on my examining that dexterous Operator’s new
Pupil, which he fo much inclined to value him-
felf upon, I found it only to be, the having cut one
half of the Uvea, or Iris through (with his Needle)
by meer Accident or Blunder, on his performing
the Operation for the Cataraf?, which the Patient
alfo labour’d under: And which I have likewife
obferv’d, as an Accident, having happen’d to my-
felf (vid. my Opbthalmographiz) on my firft per-
forming that Operation.  However, this of Taylor’s
was no other than a 'meer Pretence, (of a Novelty)

a downright Bambeozle, the better to cover bis

Fault, or Blunder. Whereas this, indeed, of the
- more truely fincere Mr, Chefelden, is a real artifi-
- ¢ial new Pupil without Fraud or Guile, intirely of
kis own Invention 5 and for which *tis pity but that
“he had a particular Patent granted bim from the
. Crowi 3 or an exprels A4 of Parliament for the
- making of wew Pupils, to all his Friends (when
| | Gy they’ve



88 Remarks on Mr. Chefelden’s Obfervat. &c.
~they’ve Occafion) as well asto allothers who likeie.
Well, but then, our Author is alfo pleafed to tell
us, Thag there is as yet another fort where this O-
peration is allo necefiary 5 which 1s, fays he, when
the Pupil is extreamly contraéled and the inner Edges |
of the Iris growing to a Catarail, or part of a Ca-
tarafl, after couching. But then our ¢aendid Au-
thor very wifely obferves to us, that thefe Catarats
are generally very fmall, and ﬂamf times by reafon of
their Adbafion, uot to be vemoved. Mighty well g
a very hopeful Operation : Surely our Author darr.-s
to anfwer for it, that it will prove fo; to wit; the
mfcular Fibres of the Uvea or Iris, quite a’efeﬂzw of
" all their Motion, and bebind a Caiamﬁ' growing to
thofe Fibres, or to the inner Edges of the Iris, and fome-
1imes by reafon of their Adbefion not to be vemovid. All |
very notable Symptoms to perform a very fuccefs-
ful Operation on 5 more efpecially, when attended
with an /bugo likewife on the €ornea, Well, be
it fo then, and now without any further examining
the Succels of+ his Operation in particular, 1 fhall |
then wave it ; but as I fcem to have required a |
more full Accouynt of our zfﬂffia?‘, concegning the |
Nature and State of thefe Parts, where fuch Opes
ration proves requifite, or fome Account of the |
Occafion and Canfe of fuch Maladiey 1 fhall here,
accordingly. endeavour to fay {fomething more full |
on th Head.

The Dilatation of the Pupil, which our zfﬂfbar
{peaks of, as @ §ign of a bad Eye, isindeed a Symp-
t:rm (mote or lefs) attending the Gusta Serena: And
fcems to be a Deficiency of the dmmaf Spirits, the
-Succus Nervorum, or that of the neceﬁary Flutds,
;tro:n their duly fupplying or fo pmper]y paﬂing mn-
to this Part or Mujcle, the Uvea and Iris 3 {o thqta
the Fibres become fbrunk or fbrivel’d. In a word,
there feems in fuch Cafe to be a Decay of the gp-
sick Nerve, ot a Paralyfis of thefe Parts The totah
' C!@(i:rc
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Clofure of the Pupil, which is natural, fays he 5 tho® -
very unnatural 1 thould think 3 yet this we will, T
fay, confider under the fame Head as he has put it,
This, no doubt, in fuch watural State, (as he is
Pleafed to term it) muft be a toral Relaxation of the
circular, as well as of the fraight Fibres of the U-
vea and Iris, and fuch a preteruatural Extenfion,
at the fame time woid of all manner of Contrattion
or Motion ; muft likewife be a nervous Affection
or Obfiruition, (tho’ poflibly, the other Fluids may
not yet be {o totally obftruéted 3) in which cafe, as
well as in the former, we fhall readily find the Op-
tick Nerve, or the Sight to be affefted 3 and con.
fequently this Operation will be of little or no Ufe
to the Patiens, Add to this, that I believe it will
generally be found, that there is yet further, or
{ome other Maladie attending thefe Parts, as well
as that the Aqueons Humounr will be found to Prove
turbid on this Occafion. But in fpite of all this or
any other fuch little Obfervations, or trifling Dif-
ficulties, our Author can ftil] g0 boldly on to per-
form his fo fuccefsful Operation thus making his
notable Slit, or new Pupil, which, tho’® not per-
forming the Office of contraliing or dilating (as
natural Pupils do) yet the Patient, as we are jp.
form’d, will neverthelefs fee very well 3 fuch Con-
traclion or Dilatation,(accord ing to our prefent Au-
thor) being, it would feem, with him, a meer
matter of Moon-fbine, of little or no confequence or
#fe : But I doubt not, this fo Juceelsful Operator
will be ready enough to obferve, That talking, or
reafoning, is of fmall Importance, when he has o
g:m praitis'd the fame with Succefs, Very well,
Prattice in Falfis, are, no doubt, far beyond all
other Ratiocinations. Let us now then examine
a little into the real State, Nature, Truth, and
Multiplicity of the Faits on this Occafion. In or-

ﬁtr theretg then, Ijudged it the beft Method tq
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enquire of Mr. Chefelden bimfelf, where the Gene~
rality, or feveral of fuch People were to be feen
or heard of, on whom he had /o often praizis’d this
Operation with Succefs 2 1 accordingly made him
a Vifit at his Houfe in Chelfea, My.
of the Hofpital being prefent(over a Difh of Tea }
Bat upon my Enqulrj into thefe Particulars heac-

quainted me, that he could not pretend to inform
me where feveral of fuch People were, or what
might be become of them,but thas be could bring me.
many People to teftify the Truth of what he bad f’{
ﬁ;ffff faﬁfy perforicd on that Head. 1In anfwer to
this, / thank’d him ; but at the {fame time told hrmé
That I alweys made choice of feeing or mamzmﬂg
fuch Patients my felf. Upon which he faid, Zhat|
be could not wame any more than one Perfon, a Wao-

gman who livtd at Deptford. Some Days thereaf-&
ter, I accordingly enquir’d out this Perfon there,

(fince married to a Mufician, whofe Name, as I
was inform*d, 1s Crome.) Upon Examination, I
found fhe was about fifteen Years of Age wheﬂ;
the Operation was perform’d, being now about
ten Years fince that time, She alfo inform’d me,
that it had come with the Small-Pox, when about
two or three Years old; one Eye being entirely
perifl’d by that M’ﬂiﬁdzf, whilft the other remain-
ed in fuch a very bad way, as that there was
but little Hopes from fuch as then faw it, for the
Recovery thereof : So that there remains no Pro-
bability to me, of its having had a Cateraéi, as
Mr., Cbgfgfﬂuz with others before him fuppofe,or
affere 3 which (fays he) he knew not till+ open’d.

From the manner, I fay, of this Maladie com-
ing fuddenly on with the Small-Pox, together
wich the thutting up of the Pupil, &c. it would

therefore rather 2 appear to me, to have been this
Moaladie of the Small-Pox, ftrongly attendlng

Tt Orw ln-:h way then know it if quite clofed ?
thefq:

[y u-u-'
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thefe Parts, throwing it felf on the Uwes and

Iris, inflaming them, and leaving the Pupil thus
clos’d or quite fbut up, (an extraordinary Cafe which
but feldom happens) and which Mr. Chefelden
thought proper to attempt, without much hopes
of Succefs, as fhe infornm’d me; for being then
blind, there could be no greac Risk in fuch Ope-
ration: by which means fhe can now fee, tho’
with fome confideradle Difficulty, and can {ome-
what doubtfully make a thift 0 difinguifb a Key
of about four Inches in length. Her Sight, how-
ever, now, as fhe acquainted me, being confider~
ably mended fince the Operation, which'I told her,
I thought fhe might in fome meafure be obliged
and indebted to her Husband for, having had fe-
veral Children or Mifcarriages fince that time,
the Humours in general, thus tending more down-
wards, together with her Increafe of Strength by
Age, &c. Ay, but, [aid fhe, my Husband would
Jearce bave married me, had not this Operation been
performed.  That isindeed another Story, which
we will not pretend to determine : But as to the
Natureand State of this Maladie on performing of
the Operation, as well as how it is fince that time,
1t would appear to me to ftand thus: “The Pupil
being fbut, in the manner I have before mention’d,
(as an extraordinary Cafe rarely happening) there
could be little risk in openingit; yet why it thould
not rather (in this Cafe) have been open’d in the
wvery middle of the Iris, {o the better to reprefent.
‘and do the Office of the Pupil, is what I cannot
comprehend, fince it was there, fuch Aperture
‘muit prove the moft natural and the moft ufeful ;
«unlefs, as before hinted, he had fuppofed an ad-
‘berent Catarat behind, toward the middle or edge
‘of the lower fide of the Pup:il, which I muft free-
lyown I do not fee the leaft room to imagine,
drom the Nature of this Maladie: nay, I may, I
e think,
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- think, wvery fafely venture to fay, that the Incifion
appears to be full as low, as the lowermoft Part
of the Pupil paturally comes; fo that the Adbefion
of a Cataraé?, or any part of one there, (below this
lower Edge of the Iris) could be no manner of
Obftrufion to the Rays coming in, in their ufual
manner (through the Middle of the Jris) whereas|
this Aperture here {poken of,on the forefaid Paifmtfi.
runs far beyond the ufual Breadth of the Puapily
not only on each fide thereof, but even upwards alfo,’
as high as the Operator could well go. So that the|
Iris, (or where it was) on the upper fide, appears’
to be quite defirey’d, the whole Aperture (now ferv-|
ing for the Pupil) being twice the Largenefs of
the natural one, and is confequently twice as larg
as truly neceffary 3 a-very great prejudice on feveral
accounts; particularly, that of not feeing Objects.
tolerably, if at all, at any great, or even at @ mode-
rate Diftance; which is indeed this peor Female’s
Cafe. At which Time, whate’er Mr. Chefeldent|
might yet further judge neceflary to be done, thani
this of making fuch an Aperture for the free Ad=
mittance of Light; and that he ftill fuppos’d ort
imagin’d a Catarait there 5, or that he {furmis’d
fomething further was yet neceffary to be done,
know not; but it {feems plain, that after havin
perform’d the forefaid Operation he went to de=s
prefling, or beating down of the Cryftalline Humour s
‘which Body, or Humour, if I miftake not ex-=
tremely (being I have feen it but once) I then”
fiw it, a franjparent Body, lying down, bebind
the lowermolt part of the Uvea ; that is, berwixt:
that, and the #nferior fide of the vitreous Hu=
imour: yet whether any way chang’d from its ufual
and nattiral State; or that of its common pf!i;ég'g.

|

il
=N

¢id Tranfparency, (tho’ to me it ftill appears tranf-%
parent as naturally) yet, whether, I fay, any way
different s Colour, is what I cannot prctcndd'

: |
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'determine : Butit appears plain to me, that had there
lefs been + done, and particularly in regard to the
\Aperture made in the Iris; which had it been
made lefs (to the Largenefs of the Pupil only) it
'muit no doubt have been much more to the Ad-
‘vantage of the Patient. *

_ This then was the only Perfon that Mr. Chefel-
den could give, or that he judged proper to “in-
form me of, in regard to this Cperation, which he
s pleafed to inform us, was his Invention, he has
1o often practisd with Succefs. °Tis true, that a
like Cafe mention’d by him, accompany’d with an
Albugo, of which I was likewife informed by one
of the fame Hyfpizal, that he faw this Operation
very fuccefsfully perform’d by owr duthor ; bue
as that Gentleman who inform’d me hercof, af-
cribes the firft Propoful of the performing

the

T I frankly own, I a little fufpe® our prefent Operator (o
be foll ready not to do lefs than necefiary, probably fome
times more. Hetwice in a few days attempted couching a
Catarast (before ripe) on a Servant toa Perfon of Diflinétion. .
Which brought on great Inflammation ; yet would have attemp-
ted again : But I advifed her to forbear, which fhe did, and
now fees tolerably,which he hardly knows,
~ ¥ Since my feeing this Woman of Deptford, I lately fpoke
with Mr, Chefelden, acquainting him, That [ had feen his Pa-
tient ; and chat T obferved a tranfparent Body lying behind the
lower Part of the [ris : He readily own’d it to be the C?‘gfﬂfffﬁf',
as [ judg’d itto be. Well, but faid I, I never faw a Catarast
like that. 'To which he reply’d, they wwere of all Colours.
Yes, faid I, but not guite Mranfparent as thatis. To which
he made no Reply, but went away. This fufliciently confirms
me in my forefaid Opinion, of there having been more done in
this Operation than neceffary ; and it appears no manner of
Queftion to me, that were that fame tranfparent Body or Cry-

alline in its proper Place, the would confequently fee much
better than what fhe does at prefent: And from hence I think
it muft plainly appear, that it was no adherent Catarad, or
:_i&eed aCataraft of any kind,as at firft given out; bat in all pro-
ility that alone which I have faid, and fuppofe it to have
been, 7o wit, a growing together of the Edges of the Uvea, or
A fhutting up of the Pupi/, occafion’d by the Humoyr of the

nall-Pox. AR, e
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the Operation (on this Patient) to himfelf, fo I am
inclinable from this Reafon, to fufpend my Judg-
ment or Opinion of this Cafe, until I fee the Pati-
ent, of which there is no great Likelihood that Ie-
ver fhall. -
But itis very certain, that this fame Practitios
ner here mention’d, is fomewhat ready to advance
that it is no way neceffary to fatisfy the reft of
Mankind on any fuch-like Subjeéts, provided that
they the Praclitioners concern’d thereiny, be zbems |
felves farisfy’d. In anfwer to which I fhall only
fay, That I am extremely eafy on this head, astg
my own Particular, at the fame time hoping; that
the reft of Mankind are {fo alfo; and that they
do not fo unluckily judge, think, or expeét; that |
there is ftill a little more due to them, (at leaft) |

-rpl
|
|
|
|

from fuch their Servants, eftablifh’d on thefe their
Publick Foundations. |

As to thole kind of Catarafzs where the Pupil |
is extremely contrabled s fuch (no doubt) are very:
frequent, tho’ rarely couch’d with any tolerable:
Succefs 3 on thefe likewife the Operator may be
fomewhat apt ro wound or cut the Irss, being the
former (inthat Cafe) comes pretty near it, and
confequently the Needle muft do the like in the
Operation. Thus Zaylor cut the Uvea half thro's
upon fuch an Occafion, on a Chair-maker’s Ser-
vant in Paul’s Church-yard, from the want of due
Care, as has been oblerved s and this #otable Blunder
our modeft Operator would have pafs’d upon the
unknowing World for a great Curigfity, to wit, @ |
new Pupil: but I foon difcover’d the Deceit, and |
of which the like Accident I make particular men- |
tion as happening to my felf, (vid. my for-|
gﬂ" Treatife) proceeding from my want of duel

are. ¢

In a word, as to the further Particulars of this|
Operation, [o newly invenied by our Author, as hel

3
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18 pleafzd to acquaint us, Mr. Serjeant Amyand told
me, thathe faw him attempt it twice, in Guy’s
Hofpital, which he very quickly perform’d, but
without any, or the leaft Succefs. _

I thould, in fhort, I very freely own, be well
fatisty’d to fee Mr. Chefelden perform this Operation
with Succefs, before prapfr 7P imontes, in the in-
flammaiory Cafes, (efpecially) when the Pupil is
guite clojed up, by means of fuch Inflammation; or,
in a word, in any other Cafe, not ufed and per-
form’d hitherto by orbers. A fmall or contradted
Pupil, with a Catarafi, being {ufficiently often
practifed, (as before hinted) tho®, as obferv’d alfo,
rarely accompany’d with much Succefs, any more
than thofe of his: Nay, and where the Iris has
likewife been cxs, whether by Blunder, or other-
wife. Now, as to his Invention of the Knife, 1 am
fully {atlsfy’d that the common couching double-
edged or [pear-pointed Needle, is much preferable,
being it cuts on each fide, and fo to be ufed as occa-
Sfion requires.

As to the young Gentleman mention’d by onr
Operator, which he informs us gave thofe / ng!car
Accounts of the Reprefentation of Objeéts, after
his being coxch’d, they are much the fame with
thofe of others, who have had the misfortune of
being born blind, or very young when the Catarald
firft came on, and fo thereafter have been couch’d.
Now, as to this Gentleman’s feeing, I am forry
‘to fay for his fake, that it is ftill but very imper-
feﬁ and far from being able #o read or write
therewith ; which, fays our Author, be thought on-
Iy worth the ﬂﬂdfrgamg an Opemrmrz for: It feems
‘even to be with confiderable difficulty he can
ouide himfelf along without fome Affiftance ; and
1am aptto believe, that he ftill knows Pu/fs (whorn
“our Author mentions) much better by bis ﬁe!mg
han he does by is feeing.,  But here it may not be -

amifs,
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amifs I obferve, that ix Months after the Opera-
- tion on the laft Eye, an Accident happened to this|
- Patient, (asI am credibly inform’d by the Parent,)
which Mr. Chefelden was no way able to account
for, or any how to inform them, what the nature
of fuch Ailment {hould be: The Youth faid, that
he felt fomething in his Eye, which feemed to|
him to give a Crack. The Globe of zbe Eye was |
much inflam’d, and accompany’d with great Pain,|
a fort of Cloud appear’d forward, or on the 1t:|ru_!:-”!j
fide of the Pupil and Iris 3 the Agqucous Humonr,
at the fame time being very turbid, '.1:.:s::1c:-rr1p—:a,nj,r’d1
with a great Flux of a watery HHHMH?", probably:
from the Lachrymal Gland. This Aecident or Ma'm:
ladie which Mr. Chefelden {eem’d quite at a lofs to
account for, appears plainly, (in my Opinion) to|
have been an Afcefs, or a total Suppuration, or pu-u
rulence of the Cryffalline Humour, which poffibly
it might even incline, or tend to, before c-nuch’d
The Crack which he feem’d fo fenfible of, might
probably be on its breaking ; the whole thereuf
might in all likelihood alfo pafs through the Pu-
pzi fo as to appear like a Clond, thus term’d b
fuch as infpected it ; and in thm manner llki:'vﬂlyz
rendering the agueous Humour in general rturbid s 5
which bowever in a few days thereafter became
clear, "the faid Humour fettling to the bottom 3
and the Patient, his Eye, and Sight, remammgi‘
much as before this happened.

But now, whilt I am yet treating of Opera-
tions, it may not beamifs I endeavour to fet Man-
kind a little right, as to their vulgar Notions on
this Flead ; which is, that of & fine Hand, a cle-
ver Operator, &¢. whilft at the fame time thﬂjr
are ready enough to admit, that he has no Head,
¢c. This then makes me call to mind, that
#0ify, and fo very notable Operator Tayfar, whq.g
many h:we been pleafed- to call /o ex.fraardmmy

and

|

‘I
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~and to admire him for his being fo very bandy, =~ =
«¢lever, &'c. - Nay, Icannot even here pafs by the’
- mentioning my old Acquaintance Mr. Serjeant
Amyand, who has even told me as well as others,
that he muft ftill do that Juftice to this Operaror,
(however defetive otherwife) much to commend
him for fuch his Adroitnefs, &c. and particularly,
(continues he) inthe fo fteady manner of operas
ting, as by that of refting bis Elbow, &c. Mr,
Serjeant fhould, no doubt, be allow’d to be g
Judge of Operations in general ; yet in this Par-
ticular I muft freely own, I can hardly allow him
‘to befo s or that he has not {o duly confider’d ir,
In the firlt place then, as to the ‘refting of his E/
‘bow, in the Operation of the Catarasz, T am fully
convinced that it is quite 'wrong, being of opinion,
that the faid E/bow ought to be entirely free, and .
at full Liberty, whether itbe for the advantage of
occafionally retiring or turning it, whether obligue-
by, fideways, upwards or downwards, forwards or
backwards. Nay, I cannot imagine, but that wera
it neceflary, or any better to reft in fuch manner
in this way ; but that it would alfo, methinks,
be full as proper, and requifite, iz dleeding or in
moft, or any of the /ffer Operations of Surgery ; a
Praltice contrary to all Experience, as well as a-
gainft the common Opinion (hitherto) of all the
moft noted Operators. The next thing to be ob-
ferved, of this fame Showy Braggadocio Operator,
Is, that in order to couch, he firft makes Incifion
with his Lancet, before he introduces his Needle,
alfo much commended by fome, who would wil-
gt]lgly pafs for knowing fomething of the matter)
tho’ a Practice ftill more ffupid than the former
fince by making the Orifice larger than the Needle,
befides this lateer Inftrument very readily lacera-
ting, or doubly cutting the Parts in entering that
Orifice) on prefling theH Globe of the Eye .lin
| | the
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the Operation (for the keeping it more fteady) the
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equeous Humour will thus very probably more ea-

fily, and readily, be moft of it fzueezed out; and =
yet more particularly by the ufe of the Speculum
ocli, likewife full as improperly practis’d by him, =
becaufe it prefies ftill more than the Fingers. Thusg

cry they, he moft dexteronfly and fedately, without

o
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the leaft Concern; turns the Backfide of an Eye for-

ward, or nicely [crews out, the Cryfalline Humour gi
with a golden Screw, €F¢c. whillt fuch notable gaping

Scioli are gravely looking on, #aring and admiring =
the Dexterity of his Hand 5 whilft he is very can- |
didly valuing himfelf on the vaft mumbers of Eyes
that he has put out, or the Crowds of People that®

he has blinded. The wife By-ftanders at the {fame
time, being aftonith’d with Wonder, cry out, yes,
furely, he muft be very greatly knowing on that
account 3 tho’, were I to chogfe, 1 fhould much
{fooner advife any one to go to the good Woman

of New-firect, far lefs liable to play fuch a#dﬁ{%
cious Pranks,

But what I muft here obferve, in relation tothe
Dexterity of Operators, (fo very much and princi=

pally minded by the Unskilful) it is not {o much?_

then the

Quicknefs, or feeming great Dexterity
of the Hands of an Operator ({ferving to hoodwink

the By-ftanders) thatis in reality fo much requ';};:;
red, as it is that of the true Sagacity and Fudgment

of the Head, which is fo very abfolutely neceflary.
It is that is the principal in this, as well asin moft

other Affairs of any confequence ; and he who has
that, the Hands will follow fuch Direftions wffiﬁ
Safety :  And without this the beft Hands will
commit infinite Blunders daily. The Devil bimfelf
may depend upon an Operator (for me) who only
has good Hands, and who has#o good Head alfo’s
or, at leaft, a good Head prefent with them, ready
to aflift and advife fiuch Handswith proper Cautionss

- or
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or judicious Direftions, if fo to be advifed, or to
take Direction, not being accompanied with az

8bftinate vain Head, &c. He whg hasa {fufficient

Sagacity; a Judicions Head, will rarely under-
take what he knows he is not duly inftructed in,

" Neither is it greatly material; whether it be fo

very meatly, quickly or dexteronfly performed, fo

it be done with Judgment and Safety (tho® even

that it might have been better perform’d) yet if no
very grofs Slips or Blunders; i1l that fame Sagaci-

‘ty and Judgment here fpoken of, will make a-

mends for the' Wholes in the Cure. Whereas
from the Deficiency of this; even tho? at firft bet-
ter perform’d, the Patient often, fooner or later;
perithes; and thus T have knowh fome of the beft
Surgeons, with us, very unhandy in the Opetations;
as Bernard; &c. It'is but too common for the
moft forward People, with none of the beft

 Hesds, tobe the moft enterprizing and ready in

performing of Operations s undertaking, and head-

long running through both thick and thin, with-
out the leaft Reafon Fear, Wit or Judg-

ment.  Thus fometimes 47, forhetimes w2ifs, Luck

is all.

Now, if after what fias been advanced, it be as
yet alledged; that whatfoever Faults I may pre-
tend to have found in relation to our prefent Ay-
#bor, here mention’d, Mir. Che/elden his Knowledge;

‘or the operative Part with regard to the Eyes ;

yet that I cannot certainly, with the leaft good
‘Ground, have any orher Remarks to make, than
-that of the higheft Succefs, in the Operation of Li-
‘thotomy, which is fo univerfally agreed to,

-~ This indeed feems to be altogether out of oyf
prefent Purpofe and Defign, tho’, methinks, it |
ihay even as properly come in here, as that which
he has introduced concerning the Eye, into his 4.
zatomy 5 and poffibly, I might even be able to i{aﬂ

H 2 0
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full as much on that Head, and with as much
Reafon too, having feen and apply’d as much e-
ven to that Part alfo, as any whatfoever, who have
not made it their real and conftant Practice and
Bufinefs of operating; and this too with moft of
the firft Mafters in Europe, in that way: Nay, I
have even my felf, formerly, gone fome lengths
therein with Reputation. But on a more ferious
Reflection, That fome muft #:ill die, or in fhort,
be killd- by this Operation, even with the moft fuc-
cefsful Operator, 1 freely own this made me more
ready to, decline the going on with any fuch
Praltice ; more efpecially, asI not long thereafter |
laid entirely afide the further Practice of Chirurgery,
or of any Operations whatfoever, thus to think ofno- |
thing more than the Medical Fart. Asto Mr, Che- |
felden’svaft Succefs in thisway; fuch as that of cut- |
ting thirty, of which only one is faid to have died, |
I need but remark on this Head, That had he or |
thofe of the Hofpital, thought proper to give us, |
Day or Time, and Place of Abode, that {uch thirty |
were cut, and none dead during that time, it would %
have been a more full Satisfation to fuch as in- |
clin’d to examine, and tobe more thoroughly fatif- 1
fied of the Veracity of fuch Affertion. May 1728, 3
{ays our Author, Four cut in the Prefence of Mon- f
Sieur Morand, one of which named Money died 5 the 1
WNames of the other three, continues our Author, I
have forgot. Very good indeed! Well, fay the
Friends of our Operator, this is {urely altogether
like himfelf, in his own carelefls Way. Mighty
well again! However, without examining quite {o
clofely in this, asin the Eyes, I am ready to be-
lieve him Jfuccefsful herein; yet I muft beg leave
to fulpend my Judgment as to Number, which as
averr’d by him, far exceeds that pretended to by
the fo celebrated Colegiani of Florence, whom I
have often feen to operate, with great Succefs, and
whom
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.~ whom T fhould have preferred for a Head and
Hands, with his fingular Humanity and Candor,
before any other I have yet feen or known in
France, Holland, or any where elfe. Such Ac-
count alfo far exceeds that of Paris, commonly
computed at one 7# five. Qught not Mankind
then to be well and fully fatisfy’d in fuch an ex-
traordinary Fact? However, if we are entirely to
rely on their own Teftimony, or thofe of their
Friends only, as they feem moft inclinable we
dhould ; why ought we not as well then to give
 full Credit likewife to the Teftimony of Albinus,
 that eminent Profeffor, in relation to the VEry ex-
traordinary Succefs of my Infrustor, the fo greats
ly famous Profeflfor, Row, or Ravius? whofe
Method Mr. Chefelden owns principally to follow.
If then we credit this faid Teftimony, (which pro-
bably ought to be efteemed, at lcaft equal, to
thofe given by our prefent Operator,) the Succefs
of this able Lithotomift was vaftly fuperiour to that
of Mr. Chefelden, not exceeding two or three who
died of a great many Hundreds who were cuz by
him 5 which, if fo, or any way {uperiour to the
Number pretended to by Mr. Chefelden, methinks
he then fhould accordingly entirely rather follow
the Method of the faid Profeffor, than any way to
vary from it, as alledged by him. For my own
part I muft, as hinted, beg leave to fufpend, at
leaft, my Judgment on this Particular, either as
to one or tiother. However, it appears in the
mean time obfervable, that thofe mention’d by
Mr. Chefelden, in his Book, as fuccefsfully cut,
are in genetal Children, which will, no doubt, Jue-
ceed the beft,
I would willingly flatter my felf, that there is
not fuch frequent Occafion for this vislent Opera-
iony as Mankind do commonly imagine. T free-
ly own, and, I think, I have fome good Reafon
. 1.2 to
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to be of Opinion (chat it not cﬂ'&é’tmll to be cured
- without cutting) they may in general bc made * /o
_ eafy, ‘as not to be under a Neceflity of being cut,
from thﬂ Violence of Pain : Particularly, if, Ifay,
they are any way governable, {o to abflain or take
what is neceflary.  As to {uch who cannot fo con-
form, they are at full Ziberty to go on in the fore-
faid Method of deing cut. However, I muft like-
 wife agree, that in the cafe of Children it feems to
be as yet fomewhat more requifite, becaufe it is
more difficult to corfine and reoulate Children, or
young People, in their manner of ]wmg, and thus
if not in fuch way eafily to be relieved, ]E {cems toq
tedious, and fevere a Method tc be followed by
fuch, zfz*f*m Life. Befides, as obferv’d above,
Isrf;z,b bEIHﬂ' on their (ide, do mmequerrlv 1110ﬂ: |
comronly fucceed mich better in the Cperation.
To this then I would bﬂg vet leave to add, asto thig |
Operation 1n general, without app!ymg it to any |
in pamcular, that thould I, by meer Accident, |
find (without the Trouble GfEnqmry after thecom- |
mon Succefs of an Opcrator) that the firft two I |
have fo known, déed of the faid Operation; and |
that no one elfe had fo happer’d in my Way, or |
Knnw]edge, of the Succefsful gender 3 infuch Cafe, |
I conceive, it cannot well be thought extraordinary |
if T fhould at leaft fufpend my Judgcment until |
I am by Accident, or otherwife, confirm’d of the
great or extranrdmar}r Succefs of any fuch.
But now I may here, perhaps, appear to have
advanced more than what feems to be abfolutely |
neceffary 5 tho’ at worft. (what we have faid of the
Stone) methinks, it ought but to pafs with our

¥ Or even without undergoing fuch ‘a naufeous Method, or
the taking fuch aload of fuliome Stuff, as that of Mrs. S:ﬁ.ﬂtmh '
which, however, when pmperly us’d or adminifter’d does good 3
wheress impropetly us’d (or i improper Patients) it does hurt, not
ﬂlilmgmﬂmble by her,
Author
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Author, as an Equivalent for his on the Eyes. .
Tho’ I, in reality, rather intend it to the Pudlick,
thus to thew that all things are not always accord-
ing to the comimon Reprefentations, and ufual re-
ceived Opinions of the World, whether by dint of
Friends, or otherwife, However, I muft at the
fame time affure my old Acquaintance, our pre-
lent Author, that whatever length he may imagine

I have gone in this, T muft likewife here af~
fure him, that I could ftill have gone a good way
further, had T inclined it ; and even tho’ poflibly
d might have fome Reafon {o todo, from his man-
ner of exprefling himfelf 5 fuch as that be would as
willingly be writ againft (by any one) as not. 1
cannot well fay how favourable this ought to be
interpreted, whether he may mean, That he would
as willingly thus be taken notice of, by fuch efpeci-
ally who may have acquired any Reputation in the
like way ;5 which might accordingly be of fome
fervice to bim. 1If fo, Iam fatisfy’d. Since I free-
ly own, I have the Vanity to believe, that my Re-
utation in the World (is at leaft in this way of the
'Eyf.s) full as good as his is, But if he would be
underftood in any other Senfe, then it is no way
lefs proper what has been here faid. He indeed
obferves, juftly enough, that an Author either writes
- what is Truth, or be does not. And fo, fays he, it
awill ftand or fall accordingly. And thus confequent-
ly, we ought to be thelefs troubled thereat. Mighty
well, and greatlytrue.  Yet I am ftill a little ready
to believe, that he, as feldom as his Neighbours,
“is much fond of having all Truths (that relate to
“him) freely told or laid open. However, I am en-
tirely willing, and fincerely defirous, that thefe
 Thoughts fhould ftand or fall according to that
 Truth there is found to bein them. Neither would
1 have our Author vainly to imagine, that I'thought
it worth the while to write againft him or his No-
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tions in particular;, but that I have mention’d him |
with the others hinted at, for the Reafons alrﬁady
fpcken of ; that is, principally to defend myfelf in
fuch Pdrts, where 1t may be judged, he, or they, |
may any way oppole my forefaid Opinions; or
. {eemingly to clath with fuch Thoughts there laid
down. Well but then, he 15, in the next p]ace,'-’i
leafed frankly to tell me, that if I write agamﬂ: ;
Elm be will not anfwer it: Founded poffibly on
the forefaid Maxim, of being either f?‘H&* or ﬁ:{/&, |
and ‘confequently not neceflary to be reply’d to. |
Extremely well then: I am fully fatsfy’d, and I |
hope the World will be fo alfo. Repﬁrmhm or #0.
Replication, will be equally eafy to me ; fince I
write not for his fake, (unlefs he inclines to pro- |
fic thereby) but for the fake of Mankind in gene-
ral ; who are accordingly welcome to receive 1t, |
or to'make what ufe thereof they fhall judge moft|
proper. chevar, this I will alfo at tlﬂe {fame
time aflure him, 1n anfwer to his wet replying, That|
I likewife pmmii}: him, fhould he alter his Opinion
in that, I intend not to trouble him or the Wurldi
with an Anfwer thereto, unlefs he Thould. wrlttj
very much to the purpofe, which Iam in no man-|
ner of pain about; and moft probably he does beft
to judge as he does. j
But now, whatever Faults I may have found with
our faid Author M. Chefelden, 1 would not there
fore have fuch who have not appear’d in priu# ; nr%
in fome fuch-like way, at leaft (fome how at-
tempted publickly to inftruct the World) vainly to
think, [fuggeft, or imagine, that fuch Errors fﬂundl
in lui"ﬂ do cunﬂqumt]y add to their own Mem.l
No, no, that is by no means to be allow’d, fince
' had thcy fo appeared in pr int, who knows but th:a.lfE
it mighe ft1ll have pmv d worﬁ: Let fuch firft
fdllijr' enter the Lifs (fo to ftand the common Cri-|
uc:fnh

»
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ticifm of’ Mankind) without which I cannot ima-
gine they have any greater Reafon to value them-
felves, {gc. Nay, I will yet go further, which is,
that for all what I have here advanced in relation
to Mr. Chefelaen, 1 know not whether as an Opera-
tor, efpecially in that fpoken of, he may not be
as good as any I know. And were he, as before
hinted, properly affifted with the Judgment and
Advice of a folid and fagacious Head, well Bnow-
ing in thefe Affairs, I think there is no room to
doubt of its being a very confiderable Advantage
to him, aswell as to thofe he might have to do with.
It will then be obfervable from what has been
here faid, the great Improvements which have been
made by this worthy Perfon, even tho’ moft part
of his Life Chirurgeon of fo very noted an Hofpital.
As te the Affair of the Eyes, others (not of Hofpi-
tais) have generally been the moft noted this way.
Neither would I vainly or pofitively pretend to ad-
vance, that the Publication of my former {mall
Treatife of the Eye was of any advantage to him 3
but I hope it was #no difadvantage. 1 fhall alfo ob-
ferve, that thofe even the moft noted for the Ope-
ration of the Stone, have not always been of or be-
longing to Hofpitals, fuch as the famed Profeffor
Row, nor was Cyprianus ever {o that I know. It
is indeed readily the moft forward and buftling
Genius’s who have attended or feen fomewhat of
fuch Operations, who generally prove to be the
Pufhers at the common Operations in this way,
whether they be of Hofvitals or otherwife. |
Now, howfoever hard I may appear to have
bore on our prefent Author, yet were I to find fault
from any particular Humour, I fhould have ex-
prefs’d myfelf, as well as to have carried my Re-
marks a good way further ; but if I could of him,
fo certainly I might likewife of many others, even

of
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of Iofpitals. Since it is, in fhort, Fudgment, and
a great Sagacity, which is the prmmpa,l Knnwledaeﬁ
to prevent fuch from committing of very grcat‘m
Blunders ; whether they are belonging to an Hofpi-
tal or ina more private way, For Example; ﬂmuid*’i
any young Woman happen to be troubled w1rh«{
fome Pain, accompanied with a flow Tumour in i
one of her Breafts (more or lefs at different times)
as I have frequently obferv’d, and which I have
often judged and found rather to be Rbeumatic 5 or
irom common Olftruétions of the Menftrua, than
from any other Caufe: Now fhould any of the
Profeffion, I fay, whether even a Country Sur-
geon, or fome one or t'other, ftill more in @
publick way, (fuppoling fuch Ailment to be wh&t'l:
you plf:aﬁ: :) in fhort, firf falivate fuch Perfom
for it, in order to cure it; and when dlfappmnt-,
ed in fuch ¢ Projedd, next go on to cut out
fuch Tuimour, to wit, a great part of the Breaff,
(under the Notion of being of a cancerous Nature,
&c. the® without the leaft | juft Greund, as appears,‘:%
&c.) when foon after the Cure or rather the healing
up -:‘ri the Breaft, the like Humour or Pain thould
this fhift, and occationally to attend her Stomach,
in like manner as it before had done ber Breaft s
‘What could reafonably be judg’d of fuch wrfd,
infudicious Procecdure, but that the meaneft € ouniry
Surgeon could fcarce be capable of doing the like 5
far lefs feveral, &c. And having thus at laft’
threwdly got rid of 1t, fo finally leave it, and i
Ihu*a curn’d over to the Dofor to manage it. |
Neither ought any fu-:h, IIILtl‘]iI]I{.S, to be over-
iﬂrward, in llke manner, in cuiting of Lips, &c..
from Sufpicions of their being cancerous, (more e~
ipecially, if forewarn’d not to do it,) fince, if not
cancerous, it isto be cured without custing; and lf
cancercus, 1t will be made worfe by fo doing.

I
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~ Tam very fenfible, it will readily enough be ad-
~vanced, that were we to {crutinize very narrowly in-
‘to the Practice of any particular, there would be
no want of a {ufficient Field ; which is, no doubt,
moft certainly true. But then, methinks, fhould.
-any fuch Blunders be committed in Hofpitals, there
1s not any fuch room for the like Pretence. For
without fuppofing any fuch Praétitioners ought to
be better than others (according to the common
Opinion ; which, no doubt, they fhould be,) yet
as they have the particular Advantage (and no
doubt do) of confilting one another, not only as
Surgeons, (of which there are feveral in all great
Hofpitals) but even alfo the Phyficians : So that
fhould fuch be guilty of any grofs Blunders, it is
furely for lefs exeufable than in that of any private
Proctitioner, who rarely has any fuch Conveniency
in the generality of bis Praéiice.

Now, fhould there then, in like manner, happen
fuch a Cafe, as that Phyficians as well as Surgeons
are divided in their Opinions, whether a Cafe may
be firangurious, or principally a venereal Ailment
or whether there may be an Ulcer in the Bladder :
and that one Perfon more forward and pretending
than the reft, boldly afferts, That there is an A-
Jeefs fomewhere in the adjacent Perts 5 tho® without
any the leaft Appearance or Symptom on the ont-fide,
or by Tatus, &c. only becaufe fome little yellowifh
glary Size is voided with the Urine, after lying, du-
ring the Night there, and no otherwife. And in
like manner likewife concludes, the whole to be
a venereal Maladie, and curable only by Salivation:
Pretending fuch his Opinion to be confirm’d, be-
caufe of a Tumefaition in the Scrotum (without any
other Symptom) which laft is accounted for from
the flrangurious Ailment, or Humour being hurried
down there, by forty Miles violent riding in one
day, fuch Zumefastion immediately following there-

on,
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on : And tho® the Patient might be otherwife fuf-
ficiently «gallant, yet there appeared not any the
leaft Symptom from which it could be judg’d to be.
any way wvenereal, . So that, 1n DPpDﬁtIDn to this
forward Practitioner’s Opinion, it was on the con-
trary }udO’ci to be altogether a frangurious Cajé,g
accompany’d with fuch accidental Inflammation 5
and that Salivation, confequently, could be no way
neceflary, or any way contribute to e Cure ; e-
" ven had there been an Abfefs, as alledg’d by him 3 g
tho’ without the leaft juft Foundation thereof,
Neverthelefs, I fay, from fuch a pofitive Per-
feverance in his Opinion, together with the Ap-
probation of others, alfo in the like publick Way,
much accufton’d toSalivation, ready enough to give
Sanétion to fuch like Method with a Brother, as
altogether harmlefs and zmnocent as the eating of
Biread and Butter, were it for a cut Finger, &e.
Thus the Patient then, having undergone accord-.
ingly, a thorough Salvation, of at leaft fix Weeks
continuance ; he found as I had prediéted, the
Difficulty of making his Urine fill to remain, that
1s, he in fhort thereafter, ftill found his Ail-
ment to be much as before the Salivation. And
{fo very plain appear’d this whole Affair, that
inftead of the forefaid fwelling in the Scrotum be-
ing carried off by fuch-like Method, that fome
‘Weeks afterwards, it came to a ﬁfdf Suppura-
ton, and the purulent Matter contain’d therein,
difcharged it felt by its Aperture there 5 which I
‘imagine, plainly enough proves, that zhis Saliva-
. 2ion not only rather tended 70 weaken or injure &
tender Conftitmtion than any good it did ; but par-|
ticularly hindered and :f;rfrrﬂpzfd Nature from do-/
ing its proper Office: Aswell as that this, I think,,
- with the former, is fufficiently convincing, that the!
: I‘»’I ﬂadla., for which he wasﬁzfma.#fd was Not venere- |

ﬁm:ﬂ the faid Humours in the zawefy’d S.fm:iufl
7

|
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difcharg’d (after the Salivation) by the meér Effe -
and Power of Nature, in {pight of all fuch artificial
and crofs Endeavours thus ufed to prevent it. In
fine, upon Confideration of the whole, the Sali-
vatior plainly appear’d to have done no manner
of Service (if not fome Injury to the Fabrick) and
that there was nothing venereal, {eems to be more
tully proved by no Salzvation or venereal Courfe be-
ing thercafter #fed, or any way judg’d meceffary,
for his further Relief: The fame Maladie ftill re-
maining (excepting that of the faid Tumour, dif
charg’d as before) being much in the fame State of
Ailment, to wit, the like Difficulty of making
Urine, with the continued woiding of glary Size, &c.
even as at firft,
- From hence, I fay, any Perfon of Judgment,
or Sagacity, may eafily imagine, how much they
ought to wvalue or rely on any fuch Praffitioners,
for their Przcognition, or Prognoffication, how fo-
ever well adorn’d with Name or Title : And ftill
yet more, efpecially, (when confider’d) after the
having been {o battled and oppofed (as faid) in their
own obftinate Affertion,
~ ‘Thus then, fhould any one as noted in fuch
like way, be as fully affurd, or foretold, of the
abfolute Neceflity of the lopping off of a Member,
(to fhun rifk) at the fame time, {pecifying the
E.rtir:u]ar Place, where it beboved to be dome s yet
fhould fuch Practitioner, notwithftanding fuch po-.
fitive Advice, make three different Loppings there-
of, even in two or three Days betwixt each time,
and laftly come to the very forefaid Place, fo fpeci-
fy’d ; what can we think of fuch, for their Knomw-
ledge, Fudgment, or Sagacity?
. Now, if any other fuch (tho’ poffibly not in Be-
Ing at prefent) in the cutting for a Ejfula, thould
at the fame time, likewife cut into the Bladder,
and {o during Life make a much werfe Fiffula, with
| | the
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- the Urine for ever after to pafs that way : What
thall or can any impartial Perfon then fay, or judge,
of the Dexterity, Fudgment, or Kﬁawfgdgg of {uchy
either as to the Custing or the Cure, |

And next, I fhouid be glad to be inform’d,
what confiderable Improvements there have of latey.
or many Years, been made in any of our Hofpitals &
>Tis true, indeed, we are lately advertifed, That
there is * a very ingenious Inffrument juft invented;
for the cutting of the incompleat Fiftula in Ano. T
fhall not chule to dwell on the word incompleat;
whether or where-ever fuch Fiftula may be, {ince
the incompleat one of the Anus, will, no doubt, als
ways differ from the compleat one of the Nofe, &c.
But I thould rejoice to underftand that Mankind.
find they make fpeedier Cures, on incompleat Fiftu-
la’s, by the Ufe of this wew Invention, than they
did before : Albeit, I muft freely own, I fhould
have thought we fhould {till have been much more
obliged to this knowing Perfon, had he found us
out fome Method for @ Cure, without the Ufe of
any Infirument or any cutting at all 3 which 1 alfo

~ own, I am notof Opinion it is impratticable. Nay,
I have even good Reafon and Experience to believe
it poflible, in the generality of Cafes 3 and 1if fo;
fuch Method, no doubt, ought firft {o to be at-
tempted ;3 which if fuccef§ful, would prevent any:
fuch #/] Accidents happening by cutting, as before
{poken of. Neither do I imagine, that even in-
ward Fiftula’s, notto be come at, by any Infirument,
are always sncurable. But I fhall leave {peaking:
further of this Affair at prefent, fince it would car=
ry me too far, beyond my intended Purpofe.

Mr. Tanner, Surgeon likewife of an Hofpital
was (in his Time) a mighty Pretender to jfine In-

Mew's.

* Mr. F. Freete, F, R. S. fenior Surgeon of St. Eﬂﬂﬁﬂh‘?
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“ventions of Infiruments, &c, tho’ I muft as freely
‘own, I never could obferve any one of them worzh
the Notice.

Now, although what we have here been {aying,
~may more particulatly appear to appertain to Sz
gery than to Phyfick, fomewhat even of that kind

is not poflibly the leaft applicable to the prefent
Subjet. However, this, I think, may at the fame
time likewife be obferv’d, That Phyfick, and what
is commonly underftood to be Surgery, are, in ge-
neral, fo very much blended together, and efpeci-
-ally, in the moft of thefe very Ca/es we have be-
“fore mention’d, that it feems pretty hard to deter-
mine, which is which; or how the one is to be di-
ftinguifl’d, {oaswholly and entirely to be feparated
from the other. Neverthelefs, this, Ithink, may
freely be faid, that it is the Bufinefs of a thoroughly
knowing, and properly well-accomplif’d Phyfician,
not only juftly to underftand, or to comprehend,
but to be able alfo to give proper DireZions, what
1s moft fit to be done, on either Occafion diftiné-
ly, as well as when it is altogether a complicaze
Cafe, &c.

As to the quoting of Cafes, generally agreed to
belong to the Phyficians only, it would be endlefs -
Befides that, in moft or many of fuch Cafes, asFe.
vers, Small-Pox, &c. it but rarely appears very
plain, whether they have in reality done good or
burt. I know not if I have not once beard or
dream’d of {fome mathematical Perfon, who made
Calculations in the following manner : That Man-
kind in general might be thirty times very ill, fick,
or ailing before they die once.  That, but too com-
monly, twenty-five times in thirty Nature may rea-
dily get the better both of Phyfick and Phyfician
and that the reft of the thirty times, it may be pret-
ty hard to determine, whether he has done good or
burt. But we can die but once, as Moliere fays,

i/
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il faut morire en form, that is, according to Cuftom.
. Yet, is it not a little furprizing, to fee how the
. Force, and Power of Cuftom has inverted the Na-
ture and very Effence of Things ? Might not a Man
be reafonably and frangely amazed, to fee, inftead
of fome wvenerable, grave, fage-like Hippocrates, to
be at the head of an He/pital 5 there to prefide, take
care, to over-fee, regulate, order, and direl? the
deplorable. Cafes of the difireffed Sick and ailing Part
of Mankind; perhaps, in liew of fuch Perfon, I
fay, to find fome unexpericnced, fleering, or gig-
~ gling kind of young, boyifb Fellow, confuituted or
chofen there to a this fo fage, grave, and venerable
Part? And this meerly, becaufe, truly, he may
a few Years have read a little of the Formality of
Phyfick 5 or, perhaps, is alfo learned enough to
put an ‘idle Syllogifin in form, and fo gets a Diploma,
or Certificate, from the Profeflors of fome Univer-
fity (who poflibly themfelves, never faw, or knew,
what an Hofpital is) that this worthy Perfon, they
thus recommended is proper, fit, and perfeétly ca-
pable, for fuch, or the like Charge, as that of the
due Care or Cure of Mankind in general, in what=
{foever Degree or Senfe you pleafe. And fo by this.
kind of idle Cuffom ({eemingly indeed, a meer Banter
or a Burlefque on fuch Affairs) that thus by the
Dint and Power of firong Recommendation from o-|
thers ftill, who know nothing at all of the Matter,
he is fo here recommended (at the common Coft
of the diftrefs’d Poor) in reality among Friends,
to learn bis Bufinefs, and to gain fome Experience,
but particularly to get into praélice, by fuch Fes-
ther being ffuck in his Cap. Whereas, a Perfon of
the like Charge ought, ‘indeed, duely to have run:
thorough, and well to underftand, all that belongs™
to Phyfick or Surgery; and as Surgeons properly:
are but the Afiffants or Deputies of the able Phyfe-

cian, fo if any Difpute or Difficulsys in Pmﬁiéu*
o
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~ do arife amongft the Surgeons ofan Hofpital, thePhy- .
Jician or Phyficians thercof, are (oreughttobe) the
- only proper and competent Fudees, to dévide 11 fuch .
- Differences s and not the uftial Diredors or Proprie-
forsotfuch Publick Houfe, entirely unac quainted in
what relates to Phyfick or Surgery., But as times
80, we well know, it is not fo much Knowledge
that is the Queftion ; but that it is Intereft and
Recommendation, that governs the whole, in Pby-
Jock as in moft other Affairs.
- But without carrying our Remarks any further,
on thofe of Hofpitals, in relation to their Pra#ice
on private Perfons, &c. we might probably alfo
be able to fay fomething of thofe of much fupe-
rior Rank and Dignity, whether in progngfticating
or operating on any Planet of the firft Magni-
Zude 5 but it being advis’d as the beft and wifef:
way, to huth up fuch Knowledge from common
Eyes 3 and that the Great, Powerful and Wife have
'appfruved the fame as the moft proper, Jo now
do I.
- From the whole then, which may here have
been obferved, it may eafily enough be conceived,
that it is not from the being in an Hyfpital, or in
any other dignified Station, that gives a Perfon Ca-
pacity, (that being natural) it is, (after having been
fufficiently inftructed in what he pretends to) that
Sagacity and juft Method of obferving (not to be
acquir'd but from Nature) being that alone,
which will, and muft render him, truly kiowing,
and far fuperionr-to all others, (infericur 1 this)
o’ even accompanied with ¢’er fo much Praiice,
which from fuch Defe&, will prove proporsi.
mably indigefted : which Multiplicity of Practice,
18 obferved, goes principally, if not altogether, by
neer Dint of Recommendation, or the Power of
Friends ; and probably, he who knows the If?lﬂ-;
0 : 1 AT & | WAEs

.



114 Remarks on My. Chefelden’s Obfervat. &c.
whether from the Tedioufnefs of the Cures, or o-
¢cherwife he readily will make the mgff Money.
Yet whatfoever I may have here advanced in
relation to Hofpitals, it is principally meant rather
to fet Mankind right in their common miftaken
Notions of Things, than any otherwife intended ;
fuch as, That becaufe a Perfon belongs to an Hofp:-
tal, be muft therefore be the moft knowing 5 or that,
the only or great Improvements are made by fuch.
None can have a greater Opinion of Hefpitals,
(when well conducted) or of fuch Charities, than
my felf : Neither are there many, I may, I be-
lieve, fay very few, who can equally pretend to
brag, og' having feen the Practice of fo great
a Variety of Hofpitals, as 1 have done; having
fpent confiderable time in thofe of France, Flanders,
Italy and Amfterdam. 1 have then obferved, that
an Hofpital is a good School for Youth to learn (at
leaft) the Generals of their Bufinefs, in not hav-
ing otherwife feen a Sufficiency of Practice ; el-
pecially in Surgery, albeit that in all fuch Places
they have little elfe than a fomewhat over gene-
ral Rotin, three or four ufual Medicines admini-
tter’d, in moft Phyfical Cafes, with a pretty quick
way of pafling the Sick over : and fo in Surgery, it
is nearly alike 3 and they but very rarely go out
of that general Road for any Particular : If 1t bits,
%is well; if not, there’s an end, dead or difcharg’d.
T thould be glad, Ifay, to be inftruéted in the
Improvements made in ours, during our own Time
1 am very fenfible, that great Inzer¢ft is common=
1y made to get to be Phyfician or Surgeon of ’em 3
by fuch, efpecially, who are too commonly No-
vices, or who have feen, or had, but little Expe«
rience in Praflice; by this Means intending -
to acquire fome, as well as thereby to attain to the
Feather in their Cap, fo to acquire lucrative Prac-
fice, the principal Affair in queftion: For as ﬁo
tne |
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the Improvements they make, or the Inffruftions
they give to the World, that feems to be the
leaft of their Bufinefs. Improveable fagacious Ge-
nius’s, who have had proper Education, will ftill
improve, tho’ never in an Hoyfpital ; and thofe who
are not fo, will never improve, (to any purpofe)

tho’ all their Life-time #bere, Thus, fome of our

moft eminent Prallitioners we might name, as Rat-

cliffe (I think I might add * Boerbaave alfo) befides
many in our Time; Shipton in Surgery, &¢c. who ne-
ver belong’d, perhaps hardly ever properly to have
feen an Ho/pital. Nay, I am inform’d that the laft
named, never ferv’d any eminent Mafter, but by the
Dint of Reading and Induftry, 1s accounted amongft
the firft. The Worldis as much improved (at leaft)
by thefe, as by thofe of Hofpitals. Nor would any
fuch, or others in great Praftice, accept of any
Hofpital, becaufe they have found they could
do their Bufinefs full as effetually without: And
thus, thofe of Hofpitals drop ’em, when they find
they have fufficient Bufinefs otherwife 5 neither is,
it to be expetted, that in fuch a hurried way, as
that, betwixt an Hofpital and private Bufine/s (el-
pecially in this great Town) that great Improve-
ments are to be made. Neither is it in very great
Hurry of Bufinefs in any way, that it is hardly
ever done 1, fince proper Obfervations require a
due time to digeft them ; and fuch who do make

them, will readily produce fome fuch Fruit to the
I2 World.

' * No Holfpital in Leyden, unlefs we term it o, where 4 or 5
ailing People only, are attended by different Phyficians in their

common Turns.
4+ Much Pralice is got by being much in Publick, or with

‘Mankind. Obfervation and Writing requires Time and Re-
tirement. In fine, to do well, there onght not to be toomuch
.of ane or t'other,
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World. So that the greateft Improvers, the beft -
Writers, have rarely, or ever been the greareff, or
moft burried Praititioners, Thus a Perfon may,
as well have too much Bufinefs or Hurry, as too
little, in regard to hisreal Knowledge and Improve-
ment, or that of the Bewefit and Inftrutiion which
Mankind do truly reap thereby ; fuch wanting, T
fay, time proper, (if not Capacity) todigeft their.
Praétice, and to correCt their Blunders,

It may not be yet altogether improper I fur-
ther add, in relation to the Affair of the Eyes,
that what I know of that Affair, has been more
owing to my own Application, Reading, Induftry,
Prattice and Confideration, than to what I have
feen or learn’d in Hofpitals: And T doat the fame
time as freely own, that I never learn’d from, or
ever faw any of thefe call’d Oc#/ifts, to perform an
Operation ; neither could I ever in the leaft ima-
gine it to be worth my while fo to do (efpecially
fince my ¥ Application thereto) only to have feen
ridiculous Operations perform’d, by any fuch igno- |
rant audacious Pretenders, fince I was well fatis-
fied of what was practicable, or pofiible to be per-|
form’d with Succefs, by the Power of Art. Who,
indeed, in their Senfes, would choofe to be a 7é-
Jtimony, or to countenance {fuch aundacious forward
Undertakers, in their putting out the Eyes of
Numbers of ignorant, poor People 2 So much, (in-|
ftead of that) deferving the jeveref Refentment of

Men

* Nor can I fee why Phyficians fhould not make this as
neceflary a Partof their Study, as any, unlefs it be, that they
judge it too nice and difficult a Study to attain to any confi-
derable Knowledge therein: And fo chufe principally to ap-
ply to fuch Part, or Maladies only ; as thofe, where, it is hard
to fay, whether they have done good or hurt; in a word,
which Nature herfelf principally cures, or that the f:atie.n;._-
die.
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- Men of Knowledge, if not even that of the Publick »
And ftill, I cannot well forbear to add, that in
whatfoever manner I may have attain’d that which
I know, I readily own, I have the Vanity to
flatter my felf, that I know not lefs (at leaft) of this
Affair, than any abroad ; and as for thofe here at
home, I have, I think, fufficiently taken notice
of the #maff noted of them, and of their Knowledge,
If miffaken in my Opinion, . they are welcome,
whether a¢ bome, or abroad, to demonfirate to the
World and me, that Iam fo. Nay, fuch Know-
ledge indeed, is what fuch who pretend to under-
ftand as @ Phyfician, thatis, to an univerfal Know-
ledge of the Maladies incident to buman Bodies,
thould be mafter of, or indeed what every one
Juch ought to underftand, who pretends to know
or give general or particular Direffions, whe-
ther for that of zbe Cure of inward Maladies, or
that of the advifing and direfting. of the proper
Operations, &c. ashe fhall obferve to beneceffary.
Nothing furely can appear to be more fupid and
ridiculous 5 or that can more fully demonftrate
the Ignorance of fuch common Praftices, fuch an
-idle way of Thinking, "than that, for Example, ofa
Gonty, Rbeumatick, or other like Ailment, lying
growling tnwardly on the Brain, Stomach or Bowels,
being then’ call’d by a different Name, and accor -
dingly {uppofed to be a different Maladie, as
that of a Caephalagia, or violent Head-ach, fwoon-
ing Fits, Stomach-pains, Cholick, &c. at which
time ftraight fend for the Phyfician; whereas,
'no fooner is the fame Humour thrown into the
" Surface, or the Extremities, in Inflammations,
Tumefaltions, or other mufcular or cuticular Ap-
‘pearances, than it is ftraight fend for the Surgesn;
- when the {ame Humc:urI (or even but fcrophulous,
R 3 N er
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or venereal, &¢.) appearing in the Eye as that of
an Opbtﬁafmm, then be fure fend fﬂr the Oculift.

‘Thus I bhave been furprlzed to obferve, fome of
our noted Phyficians having attended a Rheuma-
tick, &¢c. Cafe, and the Patient recovering of
fuch Ailment, fome -part, however, of the “Hu-
mour has fhifted to the Eye, occafioning a violent
Opbibalmia, endangering thofe Parts, have then
cry’d, (poffibly finding a little difficulty.) Have.
Patience, Sir, ¢ will go off. Is this then a way
of talking for Men of Knowledge ? 2es, faid 1,

- fo it will, or you’ll be &lind. And {fo would your
other Maladie alfo have gone off (of it felf) or
you would but have died, that’s all: For, indeed,
all or moft we do, that I know, is but with grea-

ter Safety or a little fooner to hbelp off a Ma-
ladie.

And now I fhall take notice, that as to wri-
ting in the way of Profeflions, particularly
in this of buman Maladies, it can only moit pro-

perly be judg’d of, by thofe of the Profeffion ;
which Writings are but too commonly reprefen-

ted, by the pretending (perhaps, fonietimes, even .

by the more learned Scioli) with an invidious Eye,
and if bad, fuch unlucky Performances are then,

no doubt, for ever demwn’d. As to fuch who have

writ, they, indeed, are entitled to [peak freely

their Sentiments of a Brother-Writer, being they, as
well as he, muft ftand the ufual and cummon

Fate, of being baited or fhot at as common Marks:
Now, he who takes his 7u7#, thus to ftand, another

has fome Chance to hit him in bis Turn, and thus’

v %‘Eﬁi“'m‘qﬁi"— ;

to do himfelf Fuftice : But it is the private,
lurking, pickerooning Murderers, who dare not
openly ‘@ppear, who are the moft dangerous and
puriful 3 and tho® fuchwere to be muzzled by E‘hﬂ
Cm. |
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Legiflative Power, " yet even theén, @ Shrug - of
.the Shoulder, or no Anfwer (when ask’d) would
ftill readily wound as much, if not more; than’
plain. Words, which may often and properly be
replied to, by fuch who &ave ask’d their Opinion

of an Author, |

I4 SOME



Dr. P. Suaw’'s Maladies of the Evg,

IN HIS

* Praltice of PHY s1CRK.

AV ING had the Curiofity, or rather by
Accident, looking into Dr. P. Shaw’s new
Prattice of Phyfick, more particularly into that part
relating to the Eye, to fee what might be there ob-
ferved, cither mew or ufeful, in that way 3 I own,|
that I was not a little furprized to find a Perfon
to undertake fuch an Affair, with fo little Founda-|
tion of this kind : Neither had I, indeed, Patience’
cnough, or Inclination to perufe the reft, after’
that, which I obferved on #4:s5s Part. To attempt, |
or pretend to inftruct Mankind, when {o very de-
Sicient, fo little knowing in fur.:h like Mattmsp
(thus leading them into Eryor only, {o todo mure*
Mifchief than good ) 1s greatly emazing. If he ac-
quired no better Knowledge of fuch Affairs in bis
Studies, or Prafiice, nught he not, at leaft, tui
nave confulted the &¢ff Authors on fuch Subﬁ&ﬁ ]

i
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If Boerbaave and Sydenbam were his chief Inftrgc-

- tors, who were furely weak in this way, at leaft
the former Profeffor (he ftudied under) could haye

inftruéted him in the Books, proper to be conful-
ted on #bis Head 5 his Book appearing to me, to

‘be formed on a very indifferent kind of Model,

whoioe’er it is he has ufed - for that purpofe.

But I am fenfible, it isadvanced by his Friends,
in his Behalf, that it is feveral years fince it was
writ, and that this of the Praftice, is the very
worlt of all his Performances, &c. 1 hope, ine

.deed, it isthe wor, and thar his others, are far
‘better, (fince, I think truly, they had need to be

-

fo;) but the former Excufe of their being long
time fince they were writ, feems to be of 70 Vaji
dity, being we have a new Edition thereof but very
latcly publif’d, with little or no Amendment.
Whereasan Author is, no doubt, ftill accountable
to the Publick, for his Performances ; more efpeci-
ally when they appear in reiterated Editions ; fince
they ought there, no doubt, to be amended by
the Autbor, if capable, or by Supplement, &c. i |
thall here then produce only, a fhort Specimen of
the Oddities, contain’d in this Part I have look>d
into, which may ferve to prove to him, how much
that Performance requires to be re-modelled, or, at
leaft, revis’d. Since to enter narrowly, fo to ex-
amine even this Part, (far lefs the Whole) would
require too much time 3 for which Reafon I muft
beg to be excus’d that Labour. In the mean time,

(f this fhould any way firve our Autbor, as fome-
‘what of a Model to examine the reft by, I am fa-

tisfy’d. i
. Our Author then, begins the Difcafes of the

Eye with the Opbthalmia 5 1 thall not trouble the
‘Reader with his Definition, or his Signs thereof

but in fhort obferve, that his principal Advice
and Praétice, (but too common with the Genera-

4 | | lity
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lity of the Profeflion) is to ufe all the Ewvacuations
of the Body which are known (a Knowledge ea-
fily, and very foon attain’d to:) And then as for
the reft of the Maladies of the Eye our Author
treats of, he, in general, refers you to the Cure
as in Opbréafmz‘a: So that the principal, if not the
‘Whole, in all Cafes, feems to turn upon what
Moliere obferves, Clyfteriumdonare, enfuita fignare,

poftea purgare; & encor, &8 encora fignare, pur-
gare, veficare, &¢c. This might, perhaps, be
fufficient on zhis Subjelt 3 however, fince we have
begun, I will yet ﬁ)r L fucther Satisfa&tion of
our Reader go on a little further.

In Albugoe, & Pterygium, page 40, our :fwbor ‘
fays, in this, Proceed as in Suffufion; and in this .
laft (as has been obferved) he refers you to proceed
as in Opbthalmia.  After this, in the next Page, in
his Definitien of Suffufion and Cataraéi, he fays,
a Suffufion is a thick Foulnefs, or Excrefcence of the
Tunica Cornea, adnata, or aqueous Humour, which
when confirm’d makes the Catarafi. How! quoth
he? of the Tunica Cornea, adnata, or aqueous Hu-
mour, Which when confirm’d makes the Cataralf.
This is altogether a new Doétrine, 1 frankly own,
and that I am quite at a lofs to comprehend. A4
hick Foulnefs or Excrefcence of the Cornea, adnata,
€5¢. the Catarait I 'This furely requires our Au-~
thor’s more full Explanation, with a Witnefs. Af-
ter this, he is pleas’d to obferve to us, that a Suf- |
fufion [eldom affeiis both Eyes s or, if both, not to- |
gether, or i the fame manner., Ay indeed ! I pray |
who informs him of all this? I would advife him |
never to credit fuch another time, Well, but then
he likewife acquaints us, that the Suffufion or Ca-
tarall extending fometimes, {ays he, over or between
the Cornea, and adpata. A very notable new-
fafhion’d Catarasi truly, which no Man, I dare’
fay, has ever heard of before. This extraordina-

ry |
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7y Piece of Information, I doubt not, he may
1ave had from the fame Hand with the former ;
sut I with he’d be advis’d never to believe ’em
nore. 0ld Pesple, {aysour Author, are not to be
squch’d. A fad Man, who thus impofes on this good
boneft Writer. Now, as to Children, he is there
fo pleafed z0 fpeak of, I with he had mention’d
;0 what Adge we are ftill to underftand them as
uch 5 nof to be couch’d 2 He gives us various Pre-
[criptions in fuch like Cafes, (of Szffufion and Ca-
taral?) and in particular (after the Method as in
Qpbthalinia)he advifes as very ferviceable the cor-
rofive Sublimate per [e 5 buttis move expeditious, {ays
this Praliitioner, T¢ touch the Part frequently with
Vitriol. Roman. or even withthe Caufticum Lunare.
Here I cannot forbear fending our Author’s Cor-
refpondent or Infirutior, to the D ] to prac-
ife upon. In Gutta Serena he recommends the
Method likewife ufed as in Opbthalmia 3 but if
luch Meafures, he there lays down, prove ineffec-
tual, he laftly advifes the ufe of a Salivazion, This
n Atrophia, which he here {eems to allow, or when
there is the leaft Tendency to Paralytick Diforder,
the common Calamity in thofe Cafes, is confequent-
ly a Practice only fit for the forefaid Gentleman,
Vid. my Opbthalmographia on this Head.
. The Diforders of the vitreons Humour, he refers,
as the former, to Opbtbalmia and Guitta Serena:
And this latter, is again referr’d to the former, that
is to Ophthalmia ; and as for the Maladies of the
Cryftalline, which he terms the Glaucoma, he as
yet refers you to Gutta ferena and Ophthalmia.
Myopia is, for its Cure, likewife referr’d to Opb-
thalmia. 'The Cure of Mydriafis is alfo, accor-
ding to him, to be treated as Suffufion or Qphthal-
ia, in page 51. Here our Author’s Inftruction
eems to be as bad in fuppofing the agucous Huy-
mour
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mour or Extravefation, as he terms it, only foon 10
be recruited in (Infants) or Infancy.

I muit likwife give this Writer over, as befnre
in his Salivation for the Cancerous Ulcer, in H}Tﬂ*q
pyon. As to the Phlyttene, thefe {mall Puyftles,
their being lefs dangerous in the Cornea than in the
Adnata, as he tells us :  this is alfo a Doctrine L.
do not underftand. 'The Cure, he next acquaints us,|

is entirely the fame with that ﬂf Hypopyon, a grea
Novelcy alfo: But in the fame Page, he mformé?
us, if the Ulcer is in the Cornea, it 15 bard
. fo cure, than in the Adnata s and thz-..t the Cure is
the fame as that of the Hypopyon. He obferves III;;
the fame Page, and fays, That « Solution of Conti=|
nuity bappening in the Cornea, lets out the aqueous,
Humour upon the Uvea. This allo wants a little’
further Eclarciffinent, for the good of Mankind &
And thus far, as to our prefent Author, this, I
hope, being fufficient for a Specimen in this way.
How much more knowing others may be, who
have not thus appear’d in Print, is what Iﬂlal-
not pretend to decide : But *tis certain, that there
are very few of the Profeflion who refufe to undera’
ake or to dabble in thefe Affairs, tho’ they know
nothing at all of the matter ; yet they, °tis like-*
ly, may be endwd with a Sufficiency of Aﬁm
rance, Pretence and technical Terms, in this ways®
fo to make the Ignorant to credit they know'
fomething. How many Blunders of this kmr:l are¥
there not commltted even by fome much reputed,’
£9c? For example, What fhall we fay (as hinted atf
in our former) of fuch a ftupid Practice, (ufed bys
Phyficians, Surgeons, &c.) asthat of the Powder off
Glafs, for the taking off Films, Specks or Excre-
Jeences from the Cornea? Might not Surgeons jufth
as well ufe ground Glafs, or “Sand for the taking {
off Excrejceme.r, or proud Fleth from other Partst
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of the Body, inflamed or fore? efpecially if well
rub?d with a Stick; which,I doubt not, foon to hear
of being practis’d for the Eyes, by fuch great Impro-
vers of Praétice : But before I as yet leave thofe
fo reputed as Regular Praititioners, 1 cannot omit
the taking Notice of one in great Prafice and Re-
pute, remarkable enough for érufbing into fore and
tender Eyes, with a heavy Hand, a greafy o/d fe-
male Liniment. Yet this is neverthelefs to be kept
as a wonderful Sccret, (by this regular Bra&itio-
ner) from all the Scioli of the prefent Age: Nor
has it ever been difcovered to the R, S. even a.
mong all the great Difcoveries which have been
made them by the lecarned World thefe forty
Years; but it may, perhaps, be difcovered to themn
by way of Legacy. In the mean time they may
ule Oil and Lapis Calaminaris, with Minium 5
which will doas well, (probably the fame) or the
Ointment of Tutie, which is, in my Opinion, far
better, baving had the Experience of both. Thus
Nature will often recover Eyes and other Ailments,
even with the ufe of meer Trifles, or nothing. Nay,
not only get the better of a heavy Hand, but even
of Bear-Garden Fifly-cuffs alfo. " And now, can
any one at the head of the Profeflion, or of the
C——— of P——— pretend, during Life, to
make a mighty Secret of fuch ridiculous Trifles,
(ufed on moft occafions in this way) this notable
Receipt, borrow’d from fome honeft dottorifing
Female: And is this then what all our great Iear.
ning comes to? or that of the R. S. or C—— of
P————: And is any one as yet at the head of
any Profeflion, to make and to ufe fuch, or any
Nefirums 2 Or, does even the Profeflion, as yet,
countenance fuch like Proceedings ? Yes, truly,
fo it feems; nay, even the Pharmaceatic Tribelike.
Wwife, whether from Bleflings or Gettings

and

il
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and thus the #orld goes on. 1 have before obfer-
ved how idly and fimply many of the Regulars
of the Prafeffion have followed that pretending noify/
Oculifp T——r, without the lealt Rbime or Reg-|
fon, attending to his moft nonfenfical, impudent
Pretenfions, thus fairly confefling their Ziztle Skill,
Learning or Knowledge, in thefe Matters : And will
it not feem ftill more ftrange, if profeffed Oculifts
as B , &c. who have even ferv’d or learn’d
of a very greatly pretending Ch—— in thefe Af=
fairs, who in France alfo pretended (as 7- —r|
did) l;o write in this way, tho’ endu’d, indeed,
with fome School-Learning more than the fornier ;|
yet, in reality, the Performance not one it better,
being only a Parcel of downright Quack Bills of
his Cures, which he there hurftled together, with-
out the leaft Ufe or Inftruttion to the Publick,
fuppofing his Relations to have been FafZ. His
Eleve then, Ifay, fufficiently prov’d how much he
knew of this Matter, in running after fuch as
g———r to learn of him, The good Woman in
- New-ftreet, and that in the City, &c. thew’d
themfelves wifer, and more knowing, than to at-
tend any fuch; which good Female, 1 fay, can
thruft in a Needle, or deprefls a Catarafl, even as
well asthey can. Thus, indeed, itis, that fome
fuch, who know in reality, very little more than
to thruft in a Needle, and (for better or worfe) to
beat down a Cataraél, or a little further pretcnd—--g
ing to fome Eye-water, or Salve, they are|
thus ftraight confider’d by the wnthinking Multi-|
tude, to be truly knowing, and greatly fic to cur
all Maladies of this Organ 5 and fo are employ’d,
by fuch accordingly, as their Ocu/iff, &c. (until
they have paid for their Experience.) There are
few who confider, what this Knowledge or Stuf.'}f
truly |
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truly is 5 nor do they know that a Perfon of com-
mon Capacity may be brought to perform this

Operation in five Minutes time, by one who can

couch : But, indeed, the great Secret in this Af-
fair, 1s, the true Knowledge, when and which, are
the moft proper to be couch’d, and which thofe
that are not to be tamper’d with? an Affair, few
or none of all thefe pretending People, are any way
acquainted with. But Mankind muft €’en go on

- to venture, and risk their Eyes as ufual ; or as

they fhall think fit, it being certain they moft
commonly like thofe the beft, who kmow /leafp ;
and are confequently, thofe who promife the moft :
It is alfo certain, that fuch like pretending People,
are commonly ready and bufy, ftill to be
doing 3 and thus rather doing Mifchief, than to
do nothing,

In fine, it feems almoft full time I fhould finith
thele Confiderations, and thus now leave the Rea-
der to obferve the Advancements which have been
made in this way, by our prefent, or any of our
ferefaid Authors I bave mention’d. 1 cannot, how-
ever, but at the fame time own, that Dr. Por~
Zzerfield feems to have been the mof painful, in his
fpeculative Aitempts, (reading and compiling from
the moft noted Anatomifts and Authors) to ad-
vance fomewhat zew ; yet it appears not fo e,
to have anfwer’d the true and wfeful Intention. In
a word, if upon the Whole that I have writ,
what has been faid, be all the Pirtuofofbip or real
Knowledge produc’d in this way, methinks fuch
might even as well employ themfelves, and thew
that they are knowing Virtugfi, or greater Connoif~
feurs in fome one, or any other way: And if I
may have acquir’d any fuch Name in any other
way, (tho’ poflibly not well deferving it) I

muft neverthelcfs frankly own, Ido net, nor can
I

5
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e 2 prumﬁc‘, to. remain, entirely confid from the
. Defire of Knowledge in other ways, or fometimes

~ that of other more private Amufements, produc-
- tive of Knowledge, &5c. tho’ it may at the fame
timebe gbferved by this, whether I have forgor,
or that I am lgnurant of the prefent Subjeii.

f
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THOUGHTS

‘Dr. # FJURIN’sEssay
- U BOIN ot
Diftin& and Indiftin& 7 ifion,

Contain’d in

Dr. Snesth’s Syltem of Opticks,

Pon the Appearance of two Pieces which came

out (after my forefaid Difcourfes were in the
Prefs,) to wit, that of the Phyfician, the other of
the Surgeon of the fame Hofpital ; which laft ac-
quaints us with the great Improvements made
with them, . I begun to be in fome doubt, whe-
ther what I had before faid, in relation to the in-
confiderable Improvements which have been
made, might not be neceflary to be recall’d ; or,
that I ought to make fome Apalogy for the fame.
But on looking into thefe Authors I concluded,
that I might even let all ftand, thus maintain my
Ground, and ftill go on with the fame Aflertion
as before : However, it may notbe amifs, for the
further Satisfaction of my Reader, I take fome no-
| * K it tice
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- tice hereof, tho’ in a curfory -Manner, both on-
account of my deficiency in Time, as well as, that,
to me, it fdems to be all is neceffary.

This learned Perfon, Dr. Farin, feems to have
been at a great deal of pains to inftruct the World
in the fpeculative Part of the Eye, the Theory of
Vifim.  We are indeed oblig’d to him for his fre~
auous Endeavours, and wifth it would anfwer ‘the
Author’s Intention, the Good of Mankind, and that
of his own. 1 was indeed 1n hopes that this know=§
ing Gentleman, as being, or having lately * bEﬁI-lg
Phyfician to an Hofpiial, would rather have oblig-
ed us with practical Obfervations,than to amufe Man-
kind with {uch very {peculative Subjects, as this Of
varioufly ranging of the Rays of Light upon the Re-
tina; and which, I think, he acquaints us alfo,
he is greatly, or principally indebted for, to
Dr. Smith, in his Letter to him. Now, thisSub-

ject, 1 fay, having already been fo thoroughly
dled by Newton, de la Hire, and Marriot, as
well as mnﬂ: of the Opticians, &c. it feems there-
fore lefs neceffary than that (as obferved) of the
ractical Part 5 and fo for our Author thus rather to
have left thefe fpeculative Thoughts, (if not already
fufficient on that Head) which at beft are but Opt-
nions (too often very uncertain) to have been
more finifh’d, or labour’d, by fuch who make
it their partlcular Study, and hav{-‘: all their Time
to {pend in deep Speculation,

There appears a Book lately publifhed upnn
Cﬂfﬂﬂﬂ, (by one Place) who demes all manner of
Rays of Light, &¢ He feems, indeed, to bea
very odd, a.nd a_quite out of the common way Au-;
thor, (few, pofiibly, will, after flightly viewi
him, have the Patience to read him out;) yet nﬂ%
frecly own I have read him ovér, and tho’, %

dou

® Or lately, or fome time was fo. %

,.g‘::
Fir

¥
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- doubt, extremely extravagant in his Way, and
~ out of the common Road ; yet I muft at the fame |
time own, that there are, I think, fome Thoughts
in him which ftill deferve notice ; nay, even to de-
ferve an Anfwer, For my own part, I have hi-
therto alfo faid, and gone on in fuch {peculative
Subjeéts, according to the modern eftablifh’d Opi-
nions ; yet I cannot but at the fame time own,
that there are flill feveral Difficulties appear to
me not to be well refolved, even In our very
beft Theory of this Subjecz 5 and *tis well, if the
beft of thefe Opinions, not yet fo very fully
confirm’d by unqueftionable Faéts, be not itill li-
able 7o change, as others have been before, from
the Beginning of the Worid to- the prefent Time +
and as they probably will be {o to the very End
‘thereof.

~ But it is not unlikely, that our prefent learned
and ingenious Author Dr, Jurin, may be apt to
advance, in relation to the being at fo much
FPains, in exactly ranging of the Rays of Light or
Objects upon the Retina, that this was neceflary
and principally intended ag Introdu®ory, thus ii-
luftrating and more fully proving what hLe there.
after advances, as to the Neceflity and Power of
altering the Conformation or Figure of fome parti-
cular Parts of the Eye, in order to {ee more diftinfi-
by at different Diftances, “We fhall not then call
in queftion how very abfolutely neceffary all thae
Diifcourfe there laid down might be, even in tht
Cafe (before the certain Proof of what was {0 requi-
fite for that purpofe ;) but we fhall now rather
choofe more particularly to examine how our pre-
fent Author fucceeds in “this laft; more efpecially,
as to thofe principal Parts he {peaks of fuffering
fuch Alteration, to wit, the Cornea, Ligamentups
Ciliare and Cryfalline. |

K2 In
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* Inthe firft'place then, I am not a little furpriz’d
at this fo learn’d Gentleman’s Account of thefe
. Parts, as if quite deficient in havidg read or con-
vers’d with the beft efteemed Anatomifts on this
-Subject. Our Author, in defcribing the Uwea,
is pleafed to tell us, That meeting with no Satisfac-
tion in any of the Hypothefes above related, I applied
my: [elf to a diligent Confideration of the Parts of the
Eye. Very well. The Uvea (fays our Au- |
thor) is @ mufcular Membrane, and as [uch is capa-
ble of contraiting it [elf into lefls Dimenfions. It a-
 7ifes from a circular Ridge or Protuberance runming
all along the infide of the Cornea, at its Funiiure |
with the Sclerotica, which Ridge I do not remeimn- |
ber to bave [een bitherto taken notice of by any Ana-
tomift. I know not, I fay, who it is this learned |
Author has either examin’d or convers’d with on
this Flead ; but my Words, in defcribing that Part
twenty five Years ago, in my Ophthalmographia,
run thus, page 14. Zhe Ligamentum Ciliare a=
rifes from alittle circular Procefs or Coronet, which
makes @ Partition to the Choroides and Uvea ; it
likewife adberes with its Circle, where the opaque
Sclerotica and tranfvarent Cornea meet 5 from bence
it forms a delicate Membrane, which runs upon the
outfide of the Glafly Humour, or from the Circumfes
rence to the Centre 5 that is, from this Coronet f0
the Cryftalline. Thefe then are my Words, even
at that time of day ; and yet then, fo far from my
pretending that fuch Ridge, Protuberance, Pro-
cefs or Coronet had not been before difcovered, or
taken notice of by any Anatomift, that I hardly then
knew,or do I now ofany of the Moderns, efpecially
thofe worth reading, who do not mention anﬂg
particularly defcribe it; nay, I queftion whether
it be not even taken notice of and defcribed Dy
fome of the Ancients, which I cannot think the
could well mifs: But it feems not greatly materia
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and neceflury the turning over many Books, inor-.
der to quote how many have taken any notice .
thereof, fince I think it is fully fufficient for me, -
that I have clearly mention’d it, and-diftin&ly de- -
Jeribed i, Now, Would then the Dr. willingly
have imagined himfclf to have been the firft Diffo-
verer hereof ? Or, would he, that the World had
been fo good as to have taken it {fo? Letus next
then a little examine, how very juft and knowing
this accurate Author is, after his diligent Confide-
ration of the Parts, in the defcribing, and the
Situation of them. | |

In fpeaking of the Uvea, hefays, it arifes from
a circular Ridge or Protuberance running all along
the infide of the Cornea, at its Funéture with the
Sclerotica, The knowing Reader will here be
able to obferve how our Author ffrains this Point
in Situation, angenioufly to make it the better {uit
his own Purpofe: And therefore, I muft, and do
‘abfolutely deny this Account of his ;5 neither do I
‘believe that he can bring any tolerable Authority
for his {o {aying ; or, indeed, it feems evident to
me from this Defcription, that this learned Perfon
has never difcovered it either firft, or laft; orif he
has feen 1t, and, as he fays, diligently confider’d
i, he muft, as I have faid, incline much to make
it ferve bis Scheme and Purpofc ; without which
the whole Fabrick thereof is undone. My Words
then, are as before mentioned, page 14, it adberes
awith its Circle where the opaque Sclerotica, and
tranfparent Cornea meet : But now it {eems necef-
Afary I thould explain my felf as yet more diftinét-
‘ly, and fully, on this Head ; more efpecially fince
our learned Author feems to lay great Strefs upon
this Affertion according to him. I do now then po-
Mitively affert and affirm,in dire€t Oppofition to his
Account, that this Ridge, Coronet or Partition to
" the Choroides and Uvea is adberent only, and pro-
- K 3 | perly
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perly upon the opague Membrane Sclerotica, and not
.on the tranfparent Cornea; it being, if I may be
allow’d the Freedom of the Expreffion, the Parti-
tion-Wall, the Termination of this opaque Tunic,
and only properly adherent, arifing, or built on
the Extremity thereof; and altho’ ’tis true, that
the tranfparent Cornea do immediately join there-
to, yet it is not placed thereon, which, if it were,
fuch part muft neceflarily thereby be render’d o- |
paque, and confequently become a part of the Sele- |
rotis. T might illuftrate this with Authorities from
Authors likewife,were that necefiary, as to thepar- |
ticular Infertion hereof,did I not my felffufficiently |
know it to befo, as well asfrom the very Reafon |
of the Thing: And this then proving to be an#n-
doubted Truth, the whole Hypothefis of this learn’d
Perfon, as has been faid, muft neceffarily fall, as
we fhall obferve more partlcularly hereafter ; and |
yet, I muft at the fame time remark, that this of '
the placing fuch Ridge or Protuberance on the tranf-
parent Cornea, is, I dare anfwer for it, what has'
not before been feen, or bitherto taken notice of by
any Anatomift *.

The next Cnntrlvﬂ.nce, or fubtile Piece of Ma- _
chinery, this ingenions Author is pleafed to invent
for wus, is to turn this Ridge into a Mufcle, by
whofe Rope or Pully he may accordingly move.
his Machine at pleafure. N{JW, in anfwer to thein-
quifitive Queftion of the Czrious, How this is provd.
to bea Mufcle? ‘The Reply 1s t, That the Uvea is
furniflPdwith anarrow Ring of circular mufcular Fi-

bres.

¥Dr. Nichels feems indeed fomewhat inclinable to favour our

prefent Auchor’s Opinion, in relation to his Defeription or Ac=

count of this Particular; to wit, that there {eems tobe a Limb,

or Edge of the Cornea, which lines the inner Edge of the Sclero-

tica. Yet alas! even admitting this, we fhall be ne’er a Hait
the nearer than before, by this Tunic being fo lin'd ; rath

_ worfe, the faid Sclerotis ftill remaining, and confequently ﬂ'
the fame Difficulties alfo, as we obferve hereafter.

I Page 138, Article 12q.

e
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bres on the Edge next the Pupil: That is, he allows
it to be fufpeiied or imagin’d onlv, net prov’d. So
by the like Rule, the Dottor fuppofes his Ridge to -
be @ Mufele alfo. I [ball iherefore, (ays he, make
#o fcruple of qualifying this Limb of the Uvea next
the Cornea, by the Name of the greater mufcular
Ring of the Uvea, — 1t will, perbaps, be ob- -
jeéted to me, continues he, zhat ibe Exiftence of this
Juppofed greater mufcular Ring bas not yet been prov-
ed by ocular Demonfiration. I anfwer, neither bas
- the Exiftence of the leffer Ring been yet proved in
the fame manner. Extremely well, truly: And,
now, by the fame Rule of the Invifibles, or the
meerly Imaginaries, 1 thould likewile fuppofe (to
{erve my Purpofe) as yet a third or middle Ring,
betwixt thefe two 3 What Rule is there, Reafon or
Proof, that it is not to be allowed,. as well as that
of our Author? Or, fuppofing I was to deny all
of them, and to allow none fuch as either, How
then? And yet,.I muft again obferve to him, that
. there isno manner of Comparifon to be made, be-
~twixt that of bis, and that of the 7uuer or leffer
Border of the Uvea, as he is pleafed to term it ;

fince it is vifible by ecular Demonfiration, thatthis

{ame énner Edge or Border of the Uvea or Iris is ap-

parently contraiied or dilated, whether as being a

proper or diftinéi Mufcle of it {elf, or only, as a

part of the Uvea 5 which laft, does not jappear

the leaft probable. Thus, then, it is plain, that

our learned Author has no fuch Z3fibility or De-

monftration on his fide, but entirely Suppofition and

Imagination : But the Doctor by way of {ome An-
{wer to this, would feem there to advance, That

the Change of Conformation in adapting the Eye to

near Objelts, is not lefs demonfirable: But without

- dwelling here, we thall at prefent proceed. Page
139, Article 130. The Cryftalline Humouris con-
K4 g tain’d
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tain’d (fays our Author) 7% a very fine membranous
Capfula, with a Water between them, after the man-
ner of the Heart in the Pericardium. This, I take
(continues he) from the Obfervation of the late Anato-
mift, particularly the famous Monf. Petit®, But
this alas! was obferved by me in my Opbthalmo-
graphia, at leaft feventeen Years before this Au-
thor writ his faid Memoire. My Words are, page
20,——its Coat, I think, being [omething to it,
not much unlike the Pericardium.—— Well, but the
Doctor probably was more willing to be obliged
to a Fureigner for it, than to any oncon theSpot .
But now fince he follows Perit, and that Petit
fays it but {feventeen Years after me, I will now
unfay it again; that it is not like or after the
manner of the Heart in the Pericardium ; nay, that
it {carce has any Similitude thereto; fince the latter
1s not only pierced in five different Places, (which
the other is norany where) for the Paffage of the
great Vefiels to the Heart, which fuftain che fame,
as alfo that of its being tied to the Mediaftinum and
Pericardium, as well as Difference of Shape of one
and tother ; and that the Water contain’d in the |
Pericardium, isonly towards the Bottom thereof 3
whereas that in theAranea or Capfula of the Cryftal-
line isequally round that Humour; neither is this faid
Body any way adherent to this its Capfula or Mem-
trane. The Doctor in the fame place goes on thus,
From whom (to wit Petit) I muft likewife obferve ||,
| That
* Memoires de I’ Acad. Royale, 1730, | #id. p. 436. ;
+ This, with the Paragraph before mentioned (ofthe Ridge
yor Coronet ) 17 Years printed before that of Monf. Petiz, and |
fo quoted from abrr::-acF by our Author, (from him) wauld, I
doubt, appear to fome, as fhewing fomewhat of a Tendency, |
or Inclination, to the much approved Dottrine of finking of |

Authors, who are on the Spot ; excepting where there may be ';.
fome mutual Inclination to the tickling of one and t’ other.

o g

- »
—_— Fa e E
= A o AR e



fi b
3 : ! I
-~ e ; I - . .
- . ! : :
| . : | . |




; ‘ S e S g ORI i . 1
138 Some Thoughts on Dr. JuRrin’s
likewife adberes with its Circle where the opaque
Sclerotica and tranfparent Cornea meet 5 from hence
it forms a delicate Membrane, which runs upon the
eutfide of the glafly Humour, or from the Circumfe-
rence to the Cenire 5 that is, from this Coronet ito
the Cryfalline. ol '
But now we have pretty well nam’d our Tools,
or got our Machinery into fome fort of Order, it
feems almoft time, we fhould next begin to fet|
them to work ; tho’ I muft beg my Reader’s Par-
don, if, for want of time, as well as fhunninga
tedious Account, I only ufe fo much, in general,
as ferves the prefent Purpofe, thus fhewing the
Invalidity of the whole thereby, and fo refer
(to fuch as incline it) the further Perufal of the reft |
to his own Account. His Words are, ;&'r!.133ﬂ3-4.;§
¢« When we view Objeéts nearer than the Diftance
¢ of fifteen or fixteen Inches, I fuppofe the greater
« mufcular Ring of the Uvea contracts, and
¢¢ thereby reduces the Cornea to a greater Con-
<« yexity; and when we ceafe to view thefe near
¢t Objedts, this mufcular Ring ceafes to act, -and’
¢« the Cornea, by its Spring, returns to its ufual
«« Convexity. When the Eye isto be fuited
« to greater Diftances than fifteen or fixteen
¢¢ Inches, I fuppofe the Ligamentum Ciliare to
¢ contract its Longitudinal Fibres, and by that
¢¢ means to draw the Part of the anterior Surface
¢« of the Capfula, into which thefe Fibres are infer--
< ted, a little forwards and outwards ; and at the
<¢ fame time this is done, the Water within the
«¢ Capfula muft neceffarily flow from under the mid-~
«¢ dle, towards the elevated part of the Capfula,and
¢« and the aqueous Humour muft flow from above
«¢ the elevated part of the Capfula to the middle 5°
¢ confequently, the middle part of the anterior

¢« Surface of the Capfula, mutt a little fink, while:
. « the

L al
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¢ the other is elevated, or the whole anterior Sur-
< face, within the Infertion of the Ligamentum
¢¢ Ciliare, muft be reduc’d to a lefs Convexity.®
From hence it may be obfervable, that this in-
genious Gentleman makes not only the Ligamentum
Ciliare a Mufcle, according to Dr. Porterficld, but
he ftill gives a much greater Power and Ufe to it,
in alfo deprefling the Cryftalline, by means of its
Capfula, &¢. which, if we are not to fuppofe fuffi--
cient of it felf, yet, at leaft, is fo reduced by the Wa-
ter therein contain’d, on the Contraétion orMotion
of the faid Ligamentum Ciliare, with the aqueous
Humour from above as before mention’d. Thus the
Opinionsof the flattening of the Cryfalline,with that
of the muftular Motionof the Ligamentum Ciliare,are
both join’d here, aswell as that occafionally of the
Cornca, for the proving more fully, Diffinéi and
Indiftinét Vifion at different Diftances. 1 think there is
hardly any occafion for my taking farther notice of
‘the two firft, fo wiz, that of the mufcular Motion of
~ the Ligamentum Ciliare, than that I have already
mention’d in deprefling of the Cataraf?, in the
Difcourfe relating to Dr. Porterfield’s Motions of
the Eye ; that of the Alteration of Form, or the
flattening of the Cryflaliine, by the fame forefaid
Rules and Reafonings, likewife falling in courfe,
Now, as to the contralling of the Extremity, or
Edge of the Cornea, {o as to render this Tunic (oc-
cafionally) more convex, we have obferved, that the
Doctor has judg’d proper to turn the Ridge or Pro-
tuberance before fpoken of, into a Mufcle, to fup-
 port his Hypothefis the better; and fo to terim it
by the Name of the greater mufcular Ring of the
Uvea. But then I muft obferve to this very lear-
ned and ingenious Perfon, that I differ greatly
~with him in the Anatemy, Situation, or Infertion of

 thefe Parcs,_(as has been hinted) and of this Ridge in
’ : par-
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particular, which he is pleafed to place on the
tranfparent Corneay whereas I place it on the Scle-
rotica, and that of the Ligamentum Ciliare ftill more
{fo, as lylng rather more backward, which he, how- |
ever, alfo places as the former, on the Cornea. |
Now, iffﬂ, as I affirm it to be, (which muft be
referred to the moft accurate Writers in Anatomy, |
or to the Examination and Infpeétion of the beft
Anatomifts) if the Thing do not prove it felf, |
from Reafons before mention’d 5 in fuch Cafe, T |
fay, {fuppofing this my Affertion to be Faét, the |
Cornea cannot then be drawn in and mmmﬁm‘ or
rendered any way more convex, as mentioned by |
our faid Author, unlefs he advances, that even |
admitting it to be as I have faid, inferted on the -
Sclerotica’s yet {till fuppofing it that way, by the |
Edge of this faid Tuwic giving way, fo the Cornea f
immediately joining thereto, would alfo thereby
be rendered more convex: But then I would ﬂppafe i
the great Rigidity of that Tunic fometimes happen- |
ing, (asobferved by him) or asyer I would fup- |
pofe the entire Offification of fuch Circle, if not of
that whole Tunic, asobfervable in fome Aunimals :
This, I fay, will confequently deftroy this Sy&em ;
entirely, and all this very learned Author’s mathe-
matical Reafonings, and various Calenlations there- |
on, will fall in courfe. We might probably be |
able to bring further Difficulties, as to the Thickrefs |
of the Cornea in fome Animals, as well as its makln-g
a greater part of a Spbere, &¢, but I imagine I ;
ha.w: here already faid fufficient, on the Improve- j'

ments here made, more efpecially fince were
more neceflary, I am call’d upon to have dore.

As to the Opinion this fame learned Perfon |
gives us of Dr, Pemberton, to wit, ¢ That to fuit
« the Eye to the neareft Objells, one Surface of

£t the Cryitallmﬁ is to be rendered more convex,
| ““ while
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- ¢ while the other grows flatter ; ————and fuch
¢ Alteration 1s fuppofed to be made by certain
“ mufcular Fibres within the Subftance of the
¢ Cryftalline: But this Sentiment, (continues Dr.
¢¢ Jurin) has not been fo fully explain’d, by the
¢ learn’d Author, as we could wifh.”? I thought,
indeed, to have taken feme further notice of the
Invalidity of this Opinion alfo: But upon a fe-
cond time accidentally looking into Dr. Porter-
field’s Difcourfe®, which at firft reading, probably,

I had not fo much attended to ; I there, however,
found, on this fecond Perufal, that the faid inge-
nious Dr. Porterfield had very fully anfwered that
Opinion, tho’ he, at the fame Time, mentions not
the Author or Authors thereof; yet whether Dr.
Pemberton {uppofes the Bedy of the Cryfalline to
be adberent to its Capfula or Tunica Aranea, (as af-
ferted by fome) is what we (as well as, probably,
Dr. Porterfield alfo) are unacquainted with 3 and
if fo, How and in what manner be proves fuch Ad-
herence 2 All which would feem neceflary to be
known, fo anfwer that Opinion moft properly. Nay,
it is even affirm’d, that Dr. Furin likewife fup-
pofes fuch Adberence of this Body to its Capfula;
yet by his flowing of the Water thercin forward
and backward, one would imagine, he could not
well fuppofe any great Adbefion ; or if any, he
ought, indeed, plainly to have #0/d us o, the bet-
ter to comprebend bim. However, be thefe Opi-
nions as they will, in this refped, they muft, I

fay, from the forefaid Obfervation of Cataraits,
confequently vanifb. '

N. B,
~ * In the Medical Eflays. :

1
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- N.B.Upon Informationthat there had fome En-
quiry been made of that ingenious and accurate A-

natomift Dr. Nicols, concerning the forefaid Coro-
net of the Uvea, W hether mufcular, &c? Heac-

quainted me that he had not had Time to fatisfy
that Queftion ; but that he imagin’d he had found
out a zew Mufcle in the Eye of an Ox, under the
Tunica Conjunétiva, adherent to the Edges of the
Sclerotica and Correa, which heinvited me to fee 3
and which I accordingly did, dried, tho® I have
not yet properly examin’d it in the more natural

State, without drying; it, however, appears to |
be much of the mufcular Kind 3 and this would

feem mnch better to have anfwered the forefaid
Scheme of Dr. Furin, and thus have ferv’d to a-
mufe Mankind a little more, tho’, I think, not
to any great purpofe. 'Whilft then we were con-
verfing on the Subjeét of this Organ, 1acquainted
Dr. Nicols with the * Conduits or Agueduéts 1 {up .

ofed in the Ligamenium Ciliare 5 upon which he
inform’d me that this was the Opinion of +Hovius;

10 which I replied, that I had not read or conful-
ted him on that Subject ; and that it was my own ;

proper Conje€ture. Well, faid he, but the World

will with difficulty crediz this, fuppofing that you
either have, or ought to have read him; for

which reafon, faid he, it will be proper to fay

fomething to the Publick on bat Head, Thefe

Sheets being then, as I told him, already caft off,
and the Prefs calling upon me to be expeditious,
I thall then only at prefent fay, that as to the
Charge of not reading him, I very freely own,
that when he firft appear’d, 1 fufpected ftrongly,
that there was little or nothing in him but what
was borrow’d from others, as Ruyhb, &¢. under

whom

* In Dr. Porterfield’s Difcourfe.

+ Tradtatus decirculari humoram Motu in Ocxlis
: )
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whom, I judge, he ftudied, as I had done pretty
near the fame time : and on turning his Book
flightly over at the Bookfeller’s, it confirm’d me |
flll more in my Opinion and Indifference as to
more ftrictly perufing it, as well as that the Cuts
appear’d not much promifing ; efpecially in the
human Way, being only from Brutes or from Ruyfh;
or what could be fuppofed any way new in him,
feem’d rather limagination than Demonfiration ; or
_indeed to be truly difcover’d. Add to this, that I
was at that time diverting my felf with other A=
mufements, unlefs fomething had offered feeming-
ly more inviting than this appeared to me to be.
It may even, perhaps, feem zzcredidle to fome, X
thould not have look’d into Mr. Chefelden’s fecond
or later Editions, printed much longer time.
Add to this, fo far as I have now writ, I mighe
judge I had no great occafion to examine many
Books, as indeed I have not. Ina word, I have
fince look’d a little more into Hovius, and do find
no great Satisfaition inhim., Heiffer in his par-
ticular Criticifm  publifh’d on him, feems juftly
to accufe him of having taken moft of what 1s
worth notice in him, from Ruyb, Nuckius, &5¢.
And I doubt that what may be pretended to 2%z
bisown, will rather be found to be Zmagination
than Démonfiration. 'The Certainty of the Nature
of the minuteft Veflels, Fibres, or Ramifications, &3c.
difcovered by the ufe of a Microfcape, is not, I
doubt, much to be depended on. But at beft, at
moft, or at worft, What can be faid ? Burt that I
have only fuppofed or imagined a Thing, which he
pretends to have proved, to wir, aqueous Canals in
. the Ligamengum Ciliare 5 if {o, it only more cer-
tainly confirms the principal Opinion I advance,
- which, whether good or bad, none,I think,can pre-
- tend to-have faid before me,that is, as to the Nazure

; o
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of Cc;mmﬁj, and to which the former is mﬂ}? Jub-
fervient. Now, from what I had faid many years
~ before him, of the Sinus of Rau, which he alters
in the Name, as he does many, or moft of the Parts
he takes ﬂ'um Ruyfb, Nuckius, &¢. as remark’d by
Heifter, Lhaving, I fay, taken notice of that, as
well as feveral other things in my faid former Trea-
tife, there was, I think, fuﬂicien’c for me,. without
any fuch help, to have made this Conjeliure
which in the mean time, I only advance, asa Con-
jeture, asto which I am not now a bit better fatis-
fy’d with his intended Demonttrations, than I was
before I examin’d him. :
The fame Gentleman facetioufly ask’d, and ve-
'r}r jultly obferv’d to me, « What, fays bf, doyou
write Books for ? Since, continues be, they are
‘¢ either good, or they are bad ; if the latter, you
““ only give your Encmies a greater Opportunity
¢ of tearing you to pieces ; and if the 1P ormer, you
¢ do but create thereby a greater number of freth
<« Fnemies; nay, the better it is, the more Ene- ‘|
¢ mies you confequently make; that you make |
¢ ten Enemies to one Friend ; and that one Ene-
€ my injures you more than ten Friends do you
¢« good.” So even the greateft Virtue it felty i
ever the moft liable to this. Thefe, Iam very fen- |
fible, are but too certain Truths to be denied. i
Mankind, in general, being much tooapt, #arret- |
ly, interefedly or malicioufly to imagine, that what |
Credit they allow to their Neighbour (if notinterefted =
in him) isa fubffraéting, or a taking away fomuch |
Reputation from themfelves. 'Thus, if there be any |
Exception trom this {fo general and but too cerzain
Maxim, it will be in extremely few Cafes ; as
where the Generality are bighly dzwr:fd or fome-
how believe themfelves to be #nterefied therein. But
in Cafes where an Author feems any way to be at-
temptmg the oppofing of Error, there, I believe, lﬁ
* wikgs
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will be found unqueftionably true, that he will be
loaded with a double Portion of this unvariable
Rule. And now, this being the true State of the
Cafe ; and that T muft as undoubtedly be ranged
with thefe laft mentioned, 1t may readily enough
be imagin’d, I fhould have ~confider’d this
or at leaft, offer fome Reafon for my going
on herewith. I can only now fay then, thar
fuch Advice indeed was plainly given mie fo0 ot 3
fince moft of this Book was already prrinted off, and
confequently not to be recallzd 3 being already in
the Hands of the Bookfeller. What fhall, or can
I then further offer in my own Behalf, unlefs it be
this of the firlt great Rule and Law of Natare, to

wit, that of /e defendendo.

P. §. The moft fhrewd Money-getting Praéti=
tioners readily laugh at, and warily pietend to a-
void the #7iting of Books, in their own Way eft

pecially 5 and fo affe& to #idicule and defpife the
writing of them in general ; particularly of fome
of thofe of the Profeffion, upon the Spot with
them. 1 cannot but agree that fuch Praétitioners,
no doubt, reafon the moft lecurely as to thews
Jelves 5 fince, as fome moft jultly obferve, there’s
mich more got by the writing of Bills, than by the
writing of Books. Neverthelefs,howfoever well thefe
learned Gentlemen may reafon as to their ooy
Particulars; yet itis, no doubt,e’en full as certain.
ly true, that they are not like ever to infru, in- .
form or impreve Mankind much in this Way 3
neither feems it indeed to be the leaft of theif
Thought, or Care. And as to the prefent Benefit
the World reaps from them, this muft be left to
them and their Friends to make the proper Cal-
¢lations of that 5 fo to render Mankind fuffi-
R L ciently
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ON THE

Operations of SURGERY,
Containing fome
- Lixplanatory Notes thereon, &c.

I Imagin’d it to have been hardly neceflary, to
take any notice of this junior Pracitioner Mr.
Sharp ; more efpecially fince he feems to be great-
ly in his Mafter Chefz/den’s way of Thinking, af-
ferting much to the like purpofe ; and that he owes
(as he obferves) all his Knowledge to him the Or-
nament of the Profefion. Now, conjefturing I
might already have faid enough of the Mafter, 1

concluded that might have been fufficient ; butas

this young Praétitioner feems inclinable (as I un-
derftand) that I fhould take fome notice of him,
by his Enquiry, Why I do not mention him like-
- wife, who has writ fo lately, &c? 1 am thus now
even inclinable to take fome little Cognizance of
him alfo, by the few following Hints, as aSpe-
cimen, if further ﬂwulci be worth our or the pub-

23 lick
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“lick Regard. 1 know not whether he has fo far
lﬂ“l.l‘l_fd from his Mafter, as that Gentleman fays, -
be wonld as willingly that any one writ of bim (or con-
trary 1o bis Sentiments) as not. I frecly own, I in
the mean time fufpect, our prefent Author may
judge that my mentioning him may pofiibly be of
Home ufe, by making him fo much the more heard
of,which is a principal Affair ; thus rendering him
{fome how confiderable, by placing him with fo
much good Company, even with his own Mafter,
&Fe. together with my Explanatory Notes or Hints
of his Work : For to have taken no Notice of
him, might probably have appear’d, or been con-
Jirwed, as an Inclination to the finkins bim, as Au-
thors often do, when they incline not fuch an Au-
thor in particular {lould e beard of. Now, whe-
ther he may naturally not prove over-weighty, fo
as able to jwim of bimfelf, is, what I will not
abfolutely pretend to determine 3 yet, be that as it
will, I have refolved (according to his feeming In-
chmtmn) to aflift him with the Benefit of a few
of my Plumes, or Feathers, more certainly to help
and contribute to his more effectual fwimming ;5 and
thus to coaft it along, {o to render him more uni-
verfally known and feen 5 the great and mfﬂdﬂfﬂgﬂ-
ous Article in this World.

Some, indeed, are of Opinion we thould not
rrouble our felves to corret Funiors 3 orif we
do, to ule them very gently, according to their
years 3 fince it would be cruel, fay they, to
handle them over- roughly, with the Jinewy Paws of
Experience and mature Knowledge, 1 would there-
fore, rather choofe to methodize him in apaternal
way 3 and to ufe the Rod more fparingly, with
a pﬁrfﬁmf Affettion towards him; becaufe it is
{till to be hoped he may mend, and acknowledge
his Errors, &¢. Since there feems, as yet, to be

fome
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fome Hopes in his Face, he not appearing to be
quite of the abandon’d kind. A little friendly Cor-
refiion may therefore poflibly be as yet of #f to
bim, and do him good, by fomewhat bumbling too
great a Share of Vanity, thould that be the Cafe.
Nay, if fuch will over-forwardly enter the Lifts,
with thofe of Experience and Years, without the
leaft Ceremony or Caution, they muft (from
fuch) expeéz their Play. Yet it is well if this young
Hero do not appear as a Champion for Men more
in Years, perhaps, even befides his Mafter 5 for
which laft I do not fo much blame him. Itwould
probably appear hard to call in queftion his bDeing
the fole Author of that notable Treatife 5 and yet it
would, ‘'methinks, feem no /¢fs bard or unreafon-
able, to fuppofeone of bis Years and Experience,
to be fo very rab, forward or indifcreet, as to
publifh a whole Body or Work of this Kind (to
teach and inftruét all his Fraternity) without, at
lealt, confulting bis Mafter thercon (the Ornament)
which 1 think there can be no reafon to doubt of,
from the Acceptance of the Dedication, as well
as that of their very good Underftanding, his
Mafter, asking me alfo if I had feen it on jts
Publication, &¢. So that it feems beyond doubt,
to have been look’d over, and approved by him
in particular, if not the very original Defign taken
from him, fince this Author allows he owes 4/ to
bim, &c. Neither appears it to be altogether im-
probable that fome other of the Scivli of his Aec.
quaintance, whether of Hofpital or , might
indulgently incline to encourage his Years, and
thus bumanely to glance their learned and kinvwing
Eyes over it.  This feems, indeed, to be in {ome
Meafure confirm’d by the excellent Charatter ang
Recommendation they give thereof, fince its Appear-
ance in publick, Thus it may not poflibly be a

L3 very
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_very unreafonable Query, whether it may not, per-

~haps, beattacking a whole Poffe of OIld Soldiers,

- in ambuftade, in attempting to fay any Thing of

this junior Author; and were we to {fuppofe thefe
Matters to be otherwife, it might, perhaps, look
too like a calling of his common Senfe - too much
in quefiion, in not having confulted proper Per-
fons, no more than Books, on fuch Occafion 5 yet

“be that as it will, we intend to prefent the Reader

with ¢ fmallSpecimen bereof : And tho’ the Subject
of the Eye be moft proper for the Difcourfes be-
fore mentioned, yet we will fay a Word or two
furcher here. In fine, on fome principal Parts of
that Work, feemingly very neccffary for-a junior
Surgeor’s Belief 3 tor which Reafon we  have
judged 1t moft requifitg to throw 1t into

The junior Surgeon’s Zenets or Beliefs
i BEING

A Foundation for fmpraq;z' ng the Second or Third
" Edition of Orthodox Operations in Surgery.

Imprimis, 1 do fincerely and wverily believe that
my Mafter, who makes Intereft for me, and there-
by gets me into an [efpital, is an *¢ Ornament >

to the * ° Profefions” and that the reft of the
World will be of the fame Opinion. !

2dly, 1 do likewife elieve and afirm, (as in our
Preface) ¢ That the Methods of operating in Sui-

(49
g E?"_]?,
*N.B. The Word: or Sentences betwixt inverted Comma’s,** .
are the fame as in our Author. Thofe in [talick are more pro-

periy the Parport or Senfe of our Author, than his firict Words.
The Roman Charalter is m

en the whni_e‘ *

|
| |

oft properly our Explanatory Notes
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< gery, bave of late Years been exceedingly improved
« in England, and that there is-no Treatife on ihat
- ¢ Subjelt written in our Language 3’ and that ¢ Fo-

¢ yeigners lie under great Difadvantage, from their
¢ Ignorance of thefe Improvements 3 they being al-
{o, 1n * their manner of deferibing an Operation, Jfo
¢ wery minute, and in general [olittle pleafing 7
that we judge it no way neceflary to except any
one of them, whether ancient or modern.
3dly, We do alio believe, that tho® Frere Faque
by ¢ Certificate of bis Succefs atVerfailles, where
¢ be cut thirty eight, without lofimg one ;> yet
‘that all this is not fo extrasrdinary and improv-
ing, or {o good a Method as our’s: tho® we never
pretended to have cut abeve thirty without any
ene dying 3 and we are of .Opinion, that we, and
our Mafter, have fucceeded equally in much a-
bout the fame Number; being agreed not to cavi/
about one or two, more or lefs : And thus it is
we believe and gmve Foreigners to learn of us,
not we of them *, _ A
4tbly, Introduli. page 3. 1 do likewife belicve, .
‘¢ that a Fungus, or proud Flefh, frequently efteemed
¢ an Ewvif,” tho’, *“in Truth,” we confider it a
neceflary ¢ conflant Attendant to the bealing of
* Wounds.” And that dry Lint, or other drefiing,
~{eem not neceflary, or to be waried as occalion
may require : Nor that Wounds in a good Habit
of Body will heal without Lint, or any thing elfe.
6. We do further believe, < that no firft dreffing af-
¢ ter Accident or Operatson fhould be applied in lefs
L4 “ than

* And as we have obferved, that the Surgeons of the Hofpitals

- in Paris avere probably unwilling to learn of one not regularly bred

to the Profeffion 5 fo, for the ’ﬁxc Reafon, why fhould ws allow

that we learn of a Foreigner or any elfe? Or, Why {hould not we

have as great Capacity, (to reafon infuch manner) even, at leaft,
as much as any Foreigners whatfoever ?
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< than three Days;” without the leaft Regard to great
Plenitude, Conftitation, Place, Climate or Seafon.
10. And that ¢ Oil and Vinegar™ are beft for all
Inflammations as a Difcutient, excepting to the Face
“¢ only warm Milk. 11. And wedo further believe,
that when ¢ Suppuraiion bas not kindly advanced,
¢ Bleeding bas [ometimes quickned exceedingly,”
which Nature would not have done fo foon without
it. 14.As alfo, That ¢ Theriac outwardly applied,
¢ gud Cordials inwardly,” is the belt for the**Cure of

¢ Gangrene. 25. And that ¢ Injeition” being of no
ufe ““in Abfeefs,” fo confequently itis of no Ufe
in Gonorhoea. And we do likewife affirm, that
the Virtucs of Medicines cannot more enter the Pores,
Sinus’s, cut, or open Vellels, when warm, and fo more
Liguid, than when thick and cold, yet in Winter we
allom a little warming, poflibly only for the fake
of the Dofiils lying more clofe to each other.

26. We do alfo believe, that ¢ Bafilicon” at all
Times, and in all Parts of the Body, even in Legs
and Feet, is the beft Defenfative over the dreffing in-
flead of Plaifters, as being better to keep on the Dref-
fing, as well as the Skin [oft, fince they rather caufe
Inflammation 5 and as to Ointments in Wounds or
Abfeeffes (itis to be obferved) that they are only
to be ufed when there is occafion, as others. always
did before us. 27. And we do further fincerely
and truly believe Air bas not that ill Effeét on Sores,
and that the open Air in the Country, and that of
a Prifon or an Hofpital, tho’ ¢’er {fo bad a Situa-
tion, as well as a Muliitude of Patients, with ma-
lignant Maladies, ina great and populous City, is
all the fame ; and that peftilential Air, Sinks, or
Damps of Wells, Coal-pits or Mines, é5¢. fo com-
monly remark’d, and faid to have kill’d many Peo-
ple, 1s all falfe, and a meer vulgar Error; and
we do afiert that all fuch Air is much the fame,

and
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and equally harmlefs, or is altogether as healthful as
the free, open,clear, ferene Country Air is on Cattle,
to wit, that of a hail, rugged, and (altogether well
accuftom’d) unpamper’d Conftitution ®. 32, That
Bafilicon (as has been faid) is equally good to’
Fect'and Legs, as itis to other Parts; and that
on neceflary occafions we are only difcretionally
“ toufe Turpentine® Aj. Calcis, Ay, Phagedenica,
Tinsd. Myrrbe, Alum. UR. Vitriol. Lun. Cauftic.
Lap. infernal. red Precipitat. &c. mix’d or dry,
more or lefs to be ufed, as others have always
done.  36. In cancerous Ulcers as << other »
Surgeons likewife hbave experienced or difcove-
red, who fhall be namelefs, being -according
to our approved Method of difliking and care-
fully avoiding to name Names, or to feem to be
obliged to, or borrow, or fteal from any one;
it being our much approved Method of Writing, as
if all our own, and that we learn from nobody,butour
own Ornament, who {urely never learn’d of any one.
And thus we obferve, (in fuch Cafe) that zbe /lefs
tampering is the beft, and fo we would #fe dry Lint,
yet we find it fometimes Zeneficial to tamper 2
little as yet, with our dear Bafilicon, &5¢. but a
Word to the Wife is fufficient, ““ and the befp way
“¢ therefore is to be guided by the Patient whar Me-
““ dicines to continue,t” 38, Neither do we ima-
gine that we can heal Ulcers too foon, by ¢ lying
““ much a-bed ;” and poffibly thus penning up too
much, or too foon, a Superfluity of Humours,
‘which may confequently load, deftroy or opprefs

lome

* And fo far my Reader muft furely allow, that fuch Obfer-
vations muft be of great ufe to Foreigners, when they come to
know them. »

1 As to the Schirrous and Cancerous Cafes, wids what has

been faid on that Head, in the end of the Difcourfe on Mr. Che-
felden. .
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fome other more noble Part. 43. So, by way of
Prevention, in Inflammations, or Mbortifications
“¢ bleed and clyfter,” as others both Foreign and
Englifb (without further notice) have done before
us. 47. And for *¢carious Bones,” we do be-
lieve that the beft thing is ““dry Lins” or Doffils dipt
in Tinfture of Myrrb, as all others, whether Fo-
reigners, or Countrymen, have ftill ufed before
us. 48.We likewife ““s# Burns® do believe, our pre- 4
cious ¢ Bafilicon> tobe greatly “ufeful and that
Mel Saponis or Honey with Soap, is not advifable, |
or at all to be ufed. Page 10. On ¢ Gaftroraphy™
where the Omentum protrudes, to cut off fo much
as thall be mortified before you replace ir, as all g
others who have pretended to any  Knowledge in |
‘Surgery, (whether Foreigners or Countrymen)
have ever practifed, from the Beginning of the |
World to this prefent time.  18. So in “ Bubong. |
eele,” or Rupture, plentiful Bleeding and Clyfers |
repeated, one after another three or four times, be- |
ing a Practice juft found out by us, or fome other |
Praétitioners time out of mind before us, whofe |
Names we have forgot *.  19. As well as our
Method of Poultifing in fuch Cafes. 22. Now, as

to ¢ leaving fome Part of a gangren’d Omaxmm,“%
particu'arly without any Ligature, to Interrupt or |
hinder the Communication to the found Parts next |
thereto, we do verily believe it to be far << zbe befp
““ Method i and that the'reft of the Operation |

ought to be perform’d,as others have done + before i
us

|

* And thus you cannot but fee, we teach all both at home |
and abroad, what they were greatly unacquainted with before,
T N.B. Being urged (ashas been obferved) Sfrom the Prefs, ta
bave done, I had not Time to go on awith thefe Notes methodically

(had that otheraife been neceffary) and fo havwe taken the Liberty
of toucking only, on fome particular Party. 3
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us. 0. So likewife to cut for the  Fifulz in

¢ Ano,” as others have hitherto generally done ;
as well as that we, as they, occafionally judge pro-
pery ¢ 1o ufe the Spunge-Tent where the Orifices are
¢t 100 finall.?  We believe the ¢ Knife and Sciffars
““ the moft bandy Infiruments, almoft all others that
““ bave been invented to facilitate the Work, are not
“ only difficult to manage, but more painful to the
¢ Patient” And we do at the fame time verily
and {incerely believe, that an Inftrument may be
found to be of fingular Ufe and Repute with the
fenior Surgeon of St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, and
of very great Effect for the cutting of incom.-
pleat Fiftula’s there ; and yet be entirely ufelefs
at Gay’s, St. Thomas’s, and Chelfea Hof; pitals, or
even poflibly with the junior Surgeons of St. Bas.
tholomew’s, or with any body elfe. 93. I do alfo
affirm and believe, that in relation to our Method
of cutting for the Stone ; that all Accounts of this
Operation which are more full, or particular, than
that given by us, is quite idle and ufelefs ; and
that the Account given by Dr. Douglas, tho’ more
full, is minute, tedious and tirefome, being over-

particular, &c, And tho’ fome, ’tis true who
P ’ >

really incline, or intend to perform this Opera-
tion, may not be fo apt tojudge a Defcription too
full, and over-minute and particular, when ftill
confiftent with Truth 5 yet, to fuch who already
can, or that know how to perform it, or thofe
who want and defire only to have ageneral Notion
thereof, {o as to beable to chat, or talk a little on
fuch Subject, our Account then, muft furely be
fufficient. And we do, in our Confcience, " ftill
further, truly, fincerely and faithfully believe,
that we cannot mifs moft certainly cutting the
Parts we particularly mention, and none elfe ; fince
neither the different Preflure (from the holding of
T | ' ; the
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the Staff') nor that externally on the Skin or Inte-
guments by the Fingers, can make any Variation,
no more than the abfolute Certainty always of the -
Hand which Cuts; nor can there be any fuch thing,
as the more or lefs {liding or flanting of the Knife, -
with us: . Neither does the Thicknefs, -or Fatnefs
of the Parts of fome, foasto be lefs fix’d or un-
certain, fignify any thing as to that, no morethan
the Lufus Natur«, or the particular Wantonnefs of
Nature in the placing of her Parts either higher
or lower in Situation, or Infertion ; whether they -
be Mufcles, Ligaments or Veflels. All thefe, we
fay, and do firmly believe, can make no manner -
of Difference, asto our Certainty of always cutting -
the yery fame Parts, we fo particularly have de-
feribed, and none elfe : Nor that even all the
Strugglings or exceflive Strainings, Shifting, or
Heaving, which any Patient can be fuppofed to
make, can fignify any thing as to that, And °
now, as for the Operations of fearching, the lefler
and greater Apparatus, the High Operation, as |
well as that of the extratting the Stone from
Women, we dobelieve it the beft Way to have |
followed, borrowed or ftole 5 and fo to have given
the World much the fame Account from o-
thers, as they have much more fully done before
us, without hardly thinking them worth the nam-~
ing, but rather chufe to give fuch Accounts as '
our own ¥, A
157. “ In deferibing the Nature of Cataraf ; it
 bas bitherto been a pofitive Maxim laid down by
““ Qculifts of every Nation, that there is one cer- |
““ tain Stage of the Diftemper, in which only the |
““ Operation is proper, and this State of the Difeafe

¢ 758

* And confequently the Difcovery of all this, muft be of fin-
gular Ule to Foreigners, k
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%< 45 faid to be the Maturily of the Catarad.”
And particularly belicved and obferved to be fo
by us of Guy’s or Chelfea, the great Improvers of
thefe Affairs, as well as that of the Knowledge and
Cure of all the other Maladies incident to the hy.
man Body. Neither do we in the leaft mind or
‘believe what any others may have faid or writ on
this Subject, of their having fucceeded well before
ripe, even were they Writers on the Spot,  Nay,
were they to prove to us, that it has even been
done by our Hand (or that of our Patron) and
that neither of us, even to this very Minute
know any thing at all of the Matter, of any fuch
Succefs, as fome may be ready to alledge or affirm.
158. Thus * they bave compared it to the Ripenefs
““ of Fruits, which at that time flip their Shell —
“ They [ay the Difeafe upon its firfk Invafion gradu-
¢ ally liquifies the Humour 5> yet, tho’ < they fay
fo, or who they are who fay fo, whether it be o-
thers befides our felvesin Soutbwark, or atChelfa,
or who elfe it is, is not material ; it being fuffi-
cient, that ‘¢ zhey fay” fo. 159.We dolikewife be.
lieve, that the ¢ Glaucoma™ cannot principally be
a Difeafe of the Vitreous, as well as at the {ame
time an Affection of the Cryftalline, not altoge-
ther {o opaque ““as the Catarail.”” Now,  fiuce thern
““ Glaucoma isno other Difeaje than o Cataras?, we
‘¢ muft at once difcard the Diftinétion of thefe taye
““ Diftempers 3 and {o without the leaft Ceremo-
ny, upon our own proper Authority, ca// it the
fame 5 and alfo couch, or remove itin the like
manner. Thus ¢ the Diflinition of a true and falfe
“ Cataraft will appear equally frivolous, and confe-
““ quently the Sub-divifions compriz’d under this laf,
¢ fuch as the, Vague, the Milky, the Puruiens, the
“ Doubiful, the Membranous, the Fibrous, the Sha.-

3 éfng,
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¢ king, and more in the Books of this Difeafe, moff
‘¢ of which are Names that przzle the Memory,:
<< awithout informing the Ume?ﬁaﬁdﬁzg 5 and indeed
¢ bave no Foundation in natuve.” i

160. Thus ¢ the white are ﬁerpp:g/}d Msf&y,” (no g_;
from their breaking alfo, as a Curd ;) < the green
and yellow borny,” as the beft or pearl-coloured®
likewife are, when very old.  And tho’ -.-'_,
<¢ black.Casarait * has been deferibed very parti-
cularly by moit Authors, yet I dare fay, and do®
fﬂ!emnly declare, that they have been moft grofly
miftaken therein 5 fince in a “ Gutta Serena, where,
< mo Difeafe appearing, (that we know) the Pupit,
 feems black, as in a natural State 3 as moft jufts
ly and exa&!y obferved by us at G.zf_y e, and)
that there is no Shrmkmg, or preter- natural Con-=
traction of the Iris, with great Clearnefs of the
Cryftalline, as afferted by Foreign, as well as Do-
meftick Authors ;3 and therefore that ¢ Gutta Se-
¢ renes” in plain Englifh a Serene Drop, muft be
black 3 and confequently that * Glaucoma, GHH
‘€ Sﬁ‘fﬂﬂi’ and black Catarafi,?® are all the e
thing. And whatever Pﬂruc'n Author there
be, (tho’ of the very beft Cr:::dit) who afferts, that
he has even beyond his Expectation, couch’d the
black Cataraéf with Succefls, we do bellevt it to -1=
utterly falfe, and that the Truth i not in him. _
162, And thus ““the Operation of the Milky Ca-
¢ taraél is falfly faid never to ﬁff:.fea' e for faym
whlch we alfo declare, that the Truth is not in

was they, that faid fo. < Of this (kind the _"‘-f.?
there are two forts 3 and thus tho’ we have *¢ difs
¢ carded the Diftinftion, the frivolous Sub-divifion,
“ fuch as the Milky, &¢.”” yet we think and believe
it altogether proper to ¢¢ fubdivide ** even that fnr
or any other, as occafion ferves us. 164. Ane
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we further believe, that “ we cannot wel 4, With-

¢ out the Speculum Oculi  in couching ; becaufe o-
thers of Repute never ufe it. We verily believe
alfo, that in the next Edition of our Operations,
we fhall in the fame manner as in < Cataraf?s,” re-
duce all Hernia’s or Ruptures, of whatfoever kind,
to one Sort only. 165. And now, as to the
“ cutting of the Iris, there are two Cafes where this
¢ Operation may be of [ome Service ; one, when the
¢ Catarafl is from its Adbefion immoveable, — This
¢ I bave [poke of in the Preceding Chapter, and con-
€< fider it as aSpecies of Blindnefs not to be relien’q -
¢ But Mr. Chefelden bas invented 4 Metbod of
¢ making an artificial Pupil, by SJitting the Iris,
“ awhich may relieve® 161, < Th, Operation cap
¢ bardly be advifed, though I once did it wis) Suc-
¢ cefson a Perfon who bad been blind thirty Years”
And tho’ thefe excellent Sententious Remarks of
ours, may appear a lictle like crofs-purpofing, or
fome-how contradictory to one another ; yet we
do fincerely and verily believe them to be ver
true, and exactly confiftent with each other, 166,
Nay, we do even believe, and allow the < Speculum
Oculi,” to be as ¢ abfolutely neceffary bere, ** as
the Speculum Ani may be in all fuch like Cafes,
for facilitating the Entry of the Pipe, &¢c. 161.
¢ This Operation, by what I bave Jeen, bas anfwe-
““ red beft in Adbefion of the Cryftalline, tho', 1o fpeak
““ truly, very feldom even there” I once ¢* per-
¢ form’d it with tolerable Succefls 5 and a few
“ Months after the Orifice contraied ang brought
¢ on Blindnefs again* And thus we do truly be-
lieve, that all this fo very ingenioufly and ~well
put together, no Man can find any difficulty in,
or in the leaft any way doubt of, 163. We do

alfo

* This feems fomewhat to confirm what T before hinted
on this Subjed, in the Difcourfe of Mr. Chefelden,
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alfo affirm and believe, ¢ thar the Ancients®™
gave the Name of < Uvea to the Choroides,” not be- j!
caufe its dark Colour is like that ofa full ripe dark |
Grape, but rather from the imperfect, unripe,
green Grapes becaufe fomewhat of the greenifh
Colour has been obferved in fome Part of this
Membrane in fome Brutes *,

And I do further believe, that all the Opera-
tions on the Eyes, which are fo very numerous
in moft Authors on that Subject, are all moft ju-
dicioufly to be reduced and comprehended under
the three Operations already publithed by us ;
the principal of which three, the World is fo high-
ly and moft particularly obliged and indebted for
to our never {ufficiently to be prais’d Matfter, that
fingular Improver and great Ornament of the
Profeffion 3 and thus in reducing all to thefe three,
we cannot believe it in the leaft neceflary to fpeak
of -or to publifh any more Operations on the Eye ;
nor ofany more Inftruments, than thofe we have
mention’d and approv’d of: Neither do we think
or believe, that Oculifts or Operators—for the
Eyes, fhould be at liberty to make Ufe or Choice
of any other kind of Needles, than that we ap-
prove of, or that of our moft admirable + Knife, |
fo judicioufly invented by the Ornament of the |
Profeffion : Nor do we believe or think that any

’ - Senior

-_-l
i
"
|
A

* And thus the Reader cannot but agree that Foreigners will
he valtly improved on the Difcovery of all this Heap of
Knowledge to them. : ;

1 And tho' fome malicioufly infinuate, that this well-con-
triv’d Knife will certainly wound and cut (unneceffarily) the
Humours, as well as Tunicks, much more than any Needle;
and on the ufing it in the operating to make the Pupil, even
cut the Orifice where it enters, ftill more than at firlt ; thus
letting out a greater Quantity of the aqueous Humour, &c. yet
"tis enough that *tis our Mafter’s new Invention, and therefore
the beft, being a very notable Improvement, as well as the O
peration, as we have moft clearly demonftrated. A

A
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. Senior, or other Surgeon, ought fomuch as to fee,
- farlefs to make choice of any other kind of Inftru-
ment, than thofe already mention’d and approv’d
‘by us ; fince there can not any Variation. be al-
low’d, as where an Inftrument may juftly be pre-
ferr’d to another; whether from the U, K/Ii-
nutenefs, or Largenefs of Parts; or as the Judg-
ment of the moft experienced Surgeon would pre-
tend to.

Neither can we belicve that mentioning the

_ manner of performing that excellent Operation
of the Drum of the Far, originally and folely

~ invented by that grsat Improver of Surgery, our
own fo celebrated Mafter, can be any way here
neceflary to be related, fince already fo very well
known to the learned World, both for its Orna-
ment and fingular ufe,

And as to the great Ufage of dry Lint, fo very
much recommended by us in frefh Wounds, and
on which we value our felves fo highly, we cannot

“by any means believe or allow, that Garengeor,
or any other, ever ufed or recommended it before
us®. :

Neither do we believe that any thing material is
to be borrowed from any ancient Authors, and

-nothing at all from the Moderns ; and fo we can-
- : not

* And thus we extremely admire Simplicity and Plaisnes
in Practice, which is furely highly commendable; nor do we
ever over-do it, even when we advife only cold Water in a vios
lent Bruife of the Leg, tho’ attended with a Rheumatic Hu.
mour, (. and if it mifs, it may fome time or other hit, with-
out the ufe of other Hvacuations, ¢7c. Thus the rendering
of Pradtice eafy, is mighty praife-worthy. Are we not well in-
form'd of one of notable Title, who makes no Ceremony to af-
firm to his Patient, that in Inflammations or Piles, the ufe of
all Ointments are alike ? thatis, thatone is as good ast’other;
tho’ upon Tryal of fome good Woman’s Ointment fuﬂh‘ailing
Ferfon has experimentally  found the Opinion nog infallible,

- M

-

s
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not confider Ambr. Paré, Aguapendent, and Hil-
danus, but as very tedious, tirefome, troublefome
- Fellows, not in the leaft worth our Notice;  nor
any Knowledge or Inftruments that ¢an be pre-
tended to be pick’d from them, any more than
from Scultetus,Girault, or Guillemau, or fromany
~ Authors, on the Eyes in particular, no more than |
from the Edinb. Med. Effays, &¢c. And even
‘were there any thing to be found in any of them,
we cannot be of Opinion, that we ought fo much
as to have it in the leaft thought or furmiz’d, |
that we ever borrow, fteal or learn from any
one; far lefs, to be {fo very mean as to name any
fuch, we may privately have been oblig’d to. |
And we do therefore, verily and fincerely be- |
lieve, that the wife Maxim, fo jultly approved of |
by thofe before us, in relation to the utter fink-
ing of Authors, by not mentioning them (as.
wife Gamefters do their Money in a bye Poc-
ket, when they incline to hide their Gains) is
truly and fincerely the moft laudable, and high-
ly commendable Method for any Author, who
would pretend to thrive in the World. And thus
accordingly to filch or fteal from all or any one,
and at the fame time to name none, unlefs to flight
or find fault, even with the very beft of Writerss
and thus, I fay, moft fagacioufly to retail all as our
own, not allowing that we owe the lealt Obliga-
tion to any, unlefs to that fingular Improver
our Art, whom we fo fortunately ferved our Time
to. And as we believe and know, that no Eng-
lifbman ever writ Operations before us; we do at
the fame time aver, believe and affirm, that Pi
Low, given as an Inftance, was acually and
bona fide a Scotchman, as he ftiles himfelf, and con-
fequently was no Englifbman 5 tho’ it is true 1ns
deed, Scotch as he was, he writ Surgery and Ope=*
rations, with the manner of performing them, a8
'
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“well as to give the Cuts of *em, together with
the Inftruments, €&c. yet now, whether on ac-

count of the Language, or otherwife, is by all

knowing Bookfellers thrown by amongft their
Walfte-paper ; and confequently muft be notori-
oufly falfe ; which is fo malicioufly infinuated by
our Enemies, that it is a far better Book than our
own, fo very frefh, fpack and fpan-new, juft now
ﬂbliﬂmd Dy us in a freth and fathionable Stile and

nguage ; for the want of which, withthe great
Knowledge and Improvements contain’d therein,
all Foreigners have hitherto been at fo very great
a Lofs.

We do likewife believe, for the further Inftruc-
tion of Mankind, whether Foreign or Domeftick,
that Propofals for the printing of new Opera-
tions, by a junior Student in Surgery of 15, with
the proper Affiftance of a School-mafter, a
Bookfeller, an Inftrument-maker, and an Engra-
ver ; will be of great ufe, a very excellent and
moft valuable Piece, far preferable to any hither-
to publifhed. It is indeed to be colleted, or (un-
der the Rofe) to be privately borrow’d from Char-
riere, Garengeot, or Le Clerc; {fome one more
particularly, or from all of them' together ; tho’
at the fame time to have the Words and Subftance
fo very carefully, and moft artfully tranfpofed
from thefe tedious, tirefome, infipid Foreigners ;

and to be fo beautifully tranfplanted into our own

Phrafeology and Language ; indeed fo excellent-
ly tranflated, tranfmography’d and blended the
one with the other, by the great Skill, Art and
Learning of our School-mafter and junior Sur-
‘geon, as that no Mortal fhall be able to difcover
but that it is an entirely Englifp Prodution, with-
out the leaft Obligation to any Foreigner, or any
body elfe whatfoever 5 which fhall at the fame

¢ M 2 time
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~ time be fo very curioufly embellithed with Cop-
per-plates, of the Inflruments ; fuch as the Gra-
ver and Inftrument-maker fhall judge moft pro-
per, as well as in like manner approved by our
junior Surgeon and Bookfeller 3 fo that there will
hardly be a Youngfter in Town or Country, who
will not hugely crave, and highly wifh to have.
it ; nay, that the bufy unthinking world in gene-
ral, will be greatly fond thereof, and confequent-

]y muft turn to a very extraordinary Account.

. And I do further and fincerely believe, that the
beft Method of difpofing of our Books, is at * a
Coffee-houfe, much frequented by our Props or Pil-
lars, Friends, and the Ornament of the Profeffion,
by reafon of the many comfortable, gentle, puffi~
fick and {ciolifick refrefhing Gales, which are:
continually blown from every Corner and Point
of the Compafs there, fo very advantageoufly di-
rected to carry them on their profperous Voyage
all around our Nation.

And we likewife aflfert and moft firmly believe,
that a Trearife on the Operations of Surgery, as ours
is term’d, does not infer all the Operations ; nei-
ther need we to have faid, fome or part of the O«
perations 3 fince we our felves very well know
what we mean, or that we would be at. Nor
can we be of Opinion it could be any way necef-
fary, to have put into @ Treatife on the Operations
of Surgery, Phlebotomy, or Arteriotomy, Appli-
cation of Leechﬂs, or that of Cupping; Iffues, or
Setons, Tongue-tying and Cutting of the Gums
in Children ; as well as that of the Operations for
the Teeth 5 that of the Nails growing inwards,
The extracting of Bones, or other extraneous

Bodies

. *® Vid. Letter tothe Bookfellers, page 20, of the Reafonable-
refs of Coffce-men, ¢, dealing in Books.

— .
e, ah .
Tee e L

PR

r?'-h,‘ i

PG



™ o e W ¢ 4 N7 1 L R
Sl o L s i .'L SRR : Cg | o Y |
. . ¥ AKE £ ; -1 :
i, ' ' - . s - 4 "

Bodies out of the (Efophagus, or from other partsof
the Body, as Bullets, &¢. The Operations of the
Eyes in general, too many for us to- trouble our
felves to enumerate 3 nor to mention the Ceafa-
rian Operation, the Procidentia Uteri, and Ani, no
more than the Extirpation of Fingers and * Toes,
which we cannot believe any way neceflary to be
mention’d, as a diftinét Operation, with the pro-
per Cuts of the Inftruments, &¢. and ftill lefs, Ficus
or Sicofis, Warts, €7¢. The extracting of Bodies na=
tural or unnatural out of the Womb, The Opera- |
tions and Doctrine of Fraturesand Diflocations,
~more proper to be treated of by Bone-fetterssnor that
of ingrafting of the §mall- Pox, tho’ fo much of late
practiicd by Surgeons, more efpecially fince not in-
vented by us, nor mentioned b any Briton,until
oneKenuedy a Scotchman,(next a-Kin toa Foreigner,)
did publifh the Account thereof, in his Effay on
external Remedies.  Neither do we apprehend it
to have been any way near fo neceffary, to have
taken Notice of the moft proper manner of
treating venereal Buboes, with their indurated
Lips and Glandules ; or even that of Shankers,
&e. as it is that of the Phymofis, and Paraphy-
mofis : And as to any further Improvements in
venereal Maladies, there are, s true, fome
Quacks, both abroad and at home, who pretend
to {fome fpeedier, or eafier Methods; particularly
in fome Cafes of Pox or Gonorrhza, ¢, tho’ we
‘have not judged proper in our own Hbfpital,
‘no more than in that of our Mafter before us, or
any other in Hofpitals, upon any occafion, to
make the leaft Alteration whatfoever, from the
common Method in Practice this 40 Years, for
the Cure hereof, becaufe we would moft judici-

I w

* Neither can we imagine, that the faving of moft "or
half the Bone or Joint of a Finger, & can any way, ever _fg'-’;
ferve, either for Ornament, or Ule. o S
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