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‘PREFAC E.

PHILOS OPHLICAL Fﬁqmrm, before
the cleur Light of the Gofpel, tho they tur-
mﬁfd Men with fome Expeétations of a future
State of Rew rds and Punifbments, yet it was
bur in objcure uncertainty, andit 15 very truly ob-
ferv'dthat the Golpel of Chrift hath brought Life
and Immortality to Light 5 but as there are too too
many, whowould choofe the Works of Darknefs in
the midff of this Light, by rejelting the glorious
Light of it 5 it is become neceflary to have recourf,
to Reafon and Philofophy to ufcertain fuch Truthy
which the Gofpel reveals 5 and as the Revelat;-
on of the Gofpel gives Light to the Underfiandings
of thofe, who are . prepared to recerve its Truths,
o does it add tothe llumination of the Mindin all
modern Enquiries into true Philofophy.

And as the Gofpel is. found to give Light to
Reafon and Philofophy, it myf neceflarily be u
Divine Revelation, fince nothing lefs could bave
remov'd the Miffs of Errer and Iznorance, thar
the World before labourd under.

Now the [ollowing Differrations (which bhang
together in & Chainyare chicfly defign’d to prove,

o ) from
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form natural Reafon, the Being and Attributes o
God, and the Immortality of the Soul, which we
are affur’d of from the Gofpel Revelation ; where-
by it may be obferv’d that what the Gofpel offures
us of, is agreeable to natural Reafon, illuminated
by st, fo that where Reafon and Revelation thus
join together; as Philofophy proves the Truth of
Revelation, fo Revelation afcertains the Truth of
fuch Philofophy 5 which indeed hud need to join
their Forees to put a flop to the Growth of Atheifm
and Infidelity.

And as the Authority of Divine Revelation will
give Life and Energy to my following Differtati-
ons 5 fo my following Differtations are defign’d to
add to the Belief of, and the Qbedience to the
Gofpel of Chrift.

B,

P bf;ﬂq
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Philofophical Dxffertations.

DPIES S E R T AT L0 R

That Matter is not Eternaly, and that there
is a Vaccuum.

HATEVER is Eternal muft be un-

created, and whatever is uncreated
muft beof itsfell 2 neceflary Being;and that
Being, which is neceflary has no Dependance
upon any other, butall other Beings muft de-
pend upon and exift inthat neceffary Being as
its Original and firft Caufe.

Now whether Matter or Spirit is the original
or firft Caufe of all Things will eafily appear
from confidering the Power of each : Matter is
of its felf incapable of Perception, Action, or
Self-Motion ; but being actuated by Spirit be-
comes capable of all ; Spirit muft therefore be
the firft, the only Intelligent, the only unori-
ginated and eternal Being : And therefore this
unoriginated Exiftence beganto A&, and to pro-
duce Place out of Space and Time out of Eterni-
ty, there could beno fuch Thing as Matterin
Being, which was only created on Purpofe to
be ferviceable to fuch Creatures, who were to
be made up of Body and Spirit : For it muft be
abfurd to imagine, as fome have, that Matter
fhould be Eternal, or, as others, That the Di-
vine and neceflary Being hath never been wich-
out Creatures, but that from Eternity he has
produced other Beings, or he muft neceffarily
have been an Eternity Idle.

A 3 Tug



6 Philofophical D{ﬁ’armtmm.

Tue very Nature of the Word Creation im-
plies a Beginning of the Thing ¢creared 5 and if
whatever 15 created muft have a Beginning, as
it neceflisily: muft, thén muf there bean Erer-
nity paft before tha.r, Beginning ,but to imagin
Creatures from Ecternicy muft be abfurd and
Nonfence ; tor this would fuppole Creatures
neceflary as well as the Creator, and whatever
is néceflary cannot be fubject to Alteration or
Change, or could it require a Creatiou ; for only
what 14 created can ‘be fubjected to Alteration,
agcording to the Will ot its Crearor, ‘and as its
Ad&s of ﬁ*ee Avency are directed to thafe Laws'
given it. .

IT muft be a_bf'u_rcl to reafon frnm the Ina&i-
vity of this Neceflary ‘Being, that had he not
had Creatures from Eternity he muft n;eceifary
have been an Eternity Idle: This neceflary Ex-
iftent’ Being, beinz in himfelf infinicely Perfect,
and his Etermtjr admits no Meafure or Progref-
fion as Times does ; and the neareft we can con-
ceive of his Eternity paft before he began his
Creations; i3, that no Time was paft before
this Beginning ; for Time only commenced with.
the Begzinning Df Crt:atmn* but to imagin him_
an Ltermty idle, is making Time and Erermcy
finijar to each other ; whereas Erernity before
the Creation was no more to the fupreme, infi-
nite, unoriginated Being chan any prefeat In-
ftant of Time is to.us, which we can neither .
meafure nor continue, but by its conltancly flow-
ing as it comes and makes no ftay, is that which

a Iﬂne oives Tlme a,Name and Dhlmtmn to us,
Created



| ‘Philofophical Diferations. - 7
created Beings ; which, before the Commence-
‘ment of Time and Duration, had not a Being in
‘the unoriginated Exiftence ; nor does the Com-
‘mencemeént of Time and Macter make any
Chanzein his Ecternity, who has created Time
and Place fubfervient only to his Creatures,
which make no Change in himfelf no more than
if he had yet remained without them: And till
‘Time commenced ’tis impoflible he could be
idle ; for to imagin one to be idle and have no
Time to work in, is expecting Work to be done
without Time to do it in, and could it be fup-
pofed that any Work could be done without
Time,then might God work from Eternity, but
this i1sabfurd : *Twas fufficient, when God be-
gan his Creations, that he fhould with them
produce Time tc perform them in,  without
which no Creature could have been produced,
therefore no Creature can be from Eternity,
which to fuppofe would form an Hypothefis to
deftroy the very Nature of Eternity, and make
Time its felf of the fame Date.

N o w whatever is a neceflary Being muft be
every where, for whatever neceffary -exifts of
its felf any where, without Caufe or Originaci-
on, muft, for the fame Reafon, exift every
where, becaufethe neceflicy of ics Exiftence, in
the very [dea of it, maft 1mply an Impofiibilicy,
of its Non-Exiftence (of which in the next Dif_
ferrarion) and where there 1san Impofiibility of
Non-Exifteace it muft be impoffible but that
fuch Exiftence muft exit every where, for
wharever may be exclucded from any Placecan-
not be unoriginated or Eternal, burm: 1y bE‘IHp..

*'-x

A4 poled



8 Philofophical Differtations.
pofed to be excluded from other Places,ad infini=
tum, until it may be fuppofed to be excluded!

from any where, and confequently be no where.,

BuT Matter is not every where (of which,
hereafter) therefore not a neceflary Being or

unoriginated, but created in Time, not from

Eternity, andif not from Eternity thenwas it
created out of nothing by the Will and Pleafures
of the only unoriginated, neceflary, Self-Exi-
ftent infinitely Wife, and Powerful, Spiritual

‘Exiftence of the fupreme Gop over all hig

Works, bleffed for ever.

Now that Matter is not every where or that
there isa Pacuum appears, firft from all the
Planetary Bodies of our Syftem defcribing equal
Areas in Equal Times, or by finifhing their Re-

volutions exactly in the fame Periods, one Time

after another, which they could not doif they
mov’d in a Plenum, for then muft their Moti-
ons beretarded, for Matter (according to the

‘known Laws of Nature) muft neceffarily refift

their Motions, and caufe them to grow flower
and flower, and at laft to ceafe.

Ir it be objefted that the Plenum is its felf
moved along with the Bodies in it, and is there-
tore no Let or Hindrance to their Motions.

Tai1s Objection is eafily remov'd, by obfer-
ving, thatif this was fo, thenall the Revoluti-
ons of the whole Syftem of Bodiesat what Di.
ftance foever would be perform’d in one and the
fame Time ; for fuppofing a Plenum and that this
Plenum movesalong with the whole Syftem,
then from the Center of the Plenum the whole
muft have the Motion commenfurate, and fo

the
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the Diftance give no Alteration, as to Time to
the Motions of the whole Syftem ; nay the
wholeUniverfe (upon this Hypothefis) muft be
concern’d init; whichappears, even inour own
Syftem, defaélo, it isnot, Witnefs, the Revo-
lutions of our Primary Planets, whofe Revolu-
tions vary according to their Diftances from
their central Luminary the Sz, whofe Magni-
tades, Weights, and Diftancesare proportion’d
to a proper Velocity to preferve them in their
common Orbs either from flying of in their Tan*

gents or from being let fall into the Center of
Attrattion.

So likewife the Attendants of the Primary
Planets, viz. our Moon, with the Sarellires of
Saturn and Fupiter cannot be mov’d in their
Orbs upon Suppofition of the Motion of a Ple-
num becaufe fuch a Movement muft neceffarily
throw their Motions into Confufion ; butupon
Suppofition of theirs and the others Movements
ina Vacuum all Motions both of the Primary
and Secondary Planetsare eafily and without
any Perplexities accounted for.

2dly, Tnar there is a Vacuum appears from
the Reflection of the Sun’s Rays upon any thing

of Matter, for fo far. as the Sun meets with
any Matter to receive its Rays it certainly re-
flects them; whichis obfervable of the Sun’s
Rays inour Atmofphere as far as they reach be-
fore its Rifing and after its Setting; by
which it appears that our Atmofphere is not ex-
tended above fiifty Miles from the Surface of
-the Earth : Now fuppofe our Atmoiphere was
extended to the Orb of the Moon, then would

there
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there be no more Darknefs in aclear Night than
In acloudy Day ; becaufe theSun’sRays would be
entertain’d therein, and refleted to us again,
all a-round, within the Circumference of the
Earth’s Shadow at the Moow’s Diftance, which
would only be about three Times the Breadch
of the Moon’s Diameter (as may be obferv’d by
her Eclipfes) and {ignify but little towards the
depriving us of a furrounding RefleGion of the
Sun’s Rays, and be only a Shade from its Heat;
tor if the Moon it felf can caft fuch a Luftre by
refle@ing its Rays from fo fmall a Body, what
then muft che Light of its Rays be, if entertain’d
by a Plenum and refleCted thereby, when the
whole Syftem, as far as its Rays could reach,
would not be without its Entertainment, and
confequently not without its Reflection ? But
this de fuéfo1s notfo,therefore thereisa Vacuum.
3dly, Ir Matter neceflarily exifted then could
it not be excluded from any where (as is before
obferv’d of aneceflary Exiftent Being) but the
whole iafinite Extenfion muft be filled with
Matcer, without Pores or Parts or Center of
Gravity ;whereas we find, de futlo, no fuch
Matter in Being ; for the hardeft M ttals, as
Gold for Inftance, is found to have more Pores
than Pargs, for Water by mach Preflure has
been forced thro® its Pores; and if Mettals and
Minerals admit of Vacuiries, much more mui o-
ther lighter  Solids, and ftill more the fpungi-
nefs ot the An: Andifchefe Thinge, which con-
tain in them real fubfaacial Marter, ‘admit of
more Vacuities than Matrer its {felf, thon muft
there be a Vacuum perfectly diftint trom Mat-
ters
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ter ; therefore the Divine and Spiritual Effance
is the only unoriginated and neceflary Exiftence
from whom all Things that ARE have re-
ceiv’d their Beginnings, and upon whom their
Exijience depends.

D ISSER T AfFELO N I

That there muftnecelJarily be oneSelf- Exiftent
Being in three Sclf-Exifient Properties,
with d:tibuies, infinitely Perfeft,

T has been prov’d, from the prefent Order
4 and Dilpofitionof Things, that Matter is not
neceifarily Exiftent, but dependant upon anOri-
ginal and firft Caufe ; and the fame will [ike-
wife be evident to Reafon from confidering
what Jdeas we can frame- of the Nature of a
Self-Exiftent, and Independent Being. |

It hasallo been obferv’d thata Self-Exiftent
Being, exifts without Caufe or Original, and
muft therefore be every where, and whacever
is every where muft be infinite.

A b its as certain, that Iafnity muft necefla-
ry exilt 11, and from Ercernicy, as tha- there
has been an Erernity paft, which is evidens
there muft have been, tho’ beyond thereach
of our prefent Compreheafions, becaufeimmea-
furable, and can only come withinche Compafs
of our Notions or Ideas that it muft neceflary be
fo, fo Infinity may furnifh us with che very fame.
Apprchenfions and Ideas, that i muit necelfa-

rily



12 Philofophical "Differtations.

rily Exift eternally in Space ; and Isfinity cannot
be without Perfeftions, nor Perfeftions without
Intelligence; for without Intelligence there can
be nothing Perfet ; nor can there be a necefla:
ry Exiftence without Infinite Perfections, (as
will appear hereafter ; )Matter cannot therefore
be Self - Exiftent becaufe Incapable of Intelli-
genceé or Perception.

It therefore follows, that a neceffary Self-
Exiftent Being muft be Spiritual, fince nothing
could be infinite and eternal, that was incapa-
ble of Perception, Thinking, or Intelligence;
which Acs, Matter being incapable of, muft

neceffarily render it incapable of Self-Exiftence,
fince the very Nature of Self-Exiftence muft

imply Intelligence ;  becaufe that which
was [ncapable of Intelligence muft imply Non-

Exiftence in its own Nature and Neceflity.
Axvp it being impofible, but that there muft
be fome Exiftence from Eternity, it muft
therefore follow that that eternal Exiftence muft
be indued with Intelligence as a neceflary con-
fequence of his Eternaland neceffary Exiftence.
Now that there has been an Eternity Paft
without Worlds and Inhabitants, and yet no
Time was ever without them, 1s eafy and na-
tural to imagin, as neceffari'y there muft, and
it cou'd not be otherwife, as appears from the
foregoing Proofs of the Non-Eternity of Matter 5
fomuft Space be as neceffarily Infinite and Eter-
nal 3 Infinity then was neceflarily exiftent in
Space ; otherwife Space cou’d have nothing in
it to be call'd Exiftence ; and Intelligence muft
neceflarily ex:if in Infinity 4 and in Infinite In-
telligence
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telligence there muft neceffarily be abfolute Per-
fections. '

AsSpace muft therefore neceffarily contain In-
finity,Infinity muft neceffarily exift in Space, and
Space be neceflarily fill’d withInfinity: for other-
wife Space wou’d have no Exiftence in it, for
unthinking Nothingnefs deftroys the very
Nature of Infinity, and wou’d render Space it
{elf Non-Exiftent, fince Exiftence implies the

Being of SomeETHING that does exift ; but un-
~ thinking nothing cannot be faid to exift at alls
There muft then be fomething that neceffarily
-muft exift infinitely, and that which thus ne_
ceflarily exifts muft equally exift every where,
and it is manifeft that Space doesthusexiit, from
whence we call it Infinite Space.

Now as above obferv’d, whatever is Infinite
muft be perfet, and Perfection muft imply In-
telligence, as neceflarily Exifent in Infinity, as
Infinity in Space ; and becaufe that Space muft
neceflarily contain Infinity 5 Infinity muft as ne-
ceflarily contain the Perfections which muft ac-
company Infinitenefs 5 from whence will necefla-
rily low the Attributes of infinite Perfections ;
as infinite Prefence, infinite Knowledge, infinite
Power, infinite Love, infinite Mercy, infinice
Goodnefs, infinite Fuftice, infinite Truth and in
a word infinite Ho/inefs 3 and every thing that
isGood as the neceflaryRefultof infinte Perfeltions.
~ Axp as Space thus contains Infinity, the ln-
finity it contains muft needs be a Spiritual Fjfj-
ence of infinite Extention, unbounded and un-
limited in Prefente, Power, and inall the a‘fb;'gé

al
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faid attributes, derived, as before obferv'd
from infinite Perfeflions, independently exift-
ing 5 and of neceflity fo exifting, that it isim-
pofible it thou’d not {o exifi*

* Whatever may be prov'd to have the Nature of Erernal
Exiftence in itfelf, muit be without Caufe or Origination, and
whatever foexifts muftbe a Propersy of the Deity.

For whatever is neceflary, or Self-Exiftent, muft be without
Begmqmg, without Caufe, and without Creation, which are
manifeitly Preperties of Gad, and are not to be met with inany -
other Exiftence.

Now Spacc is unbounded and unlimited, and cannot beother-
wife conceiv'd of, but that it 1 neceflary of itfelf without Caufe
oi Original and muft therefore be Se/f- Exiffent 5 and Self Fxif:
tence cannot imply Non-Entity of Unthinking Nothing, for Non-.
Extity is Non-Exiftence ; but Exiftence implies the Being of
Sumemmg either Spiritual or Material that muft either neceffa-
rily ordependently exift 5 and whatever neceflarily exifts, mufk
exift equally every where ; and it i. manifelt that Space doesthus
every where fo exift, and hath Er#ma!!p fo exifted in its own
Natureand Neceflity ; therefore it is Self-Exiftent ; and as an
immazerial exiilence, it is an infinite and {pirtuai exiftence, a
Rrality ; and not a Nor-Entity of Unthinking nothmg, but is
in its own Nature Infinite and Eternal.

[nfinit: and Erernity are then Synonimous Properties of Ssgf'
Exiftrnce, which with Space have exified, or more pmpeﬂy do
evidently exift every wiiere with Space.

In thefe Three Properties, whichare manifeftly Pmp:rtms of
Self-Fxiftence, exift: the Fulnes of the Godbead ; in Praprr-'
tie; Three, butin Ejtnce or Seif Exiftence. One. . Thele are the
three Pmpnrnm of Self Exiftence in_the onily ONe divine Un-
originated Efence, Onein Celf- EHIHI‘.‘].CL‘} an:m ird: ptﬂdenr v
aind therefore Orein Efience: -

No ather Fxattenceor Pm?cr-.}r whatf’um er, can ihﬂllﬁnge Jn-
dependency or Self Exiltence.

As theye ‘are then three, and only. thrEe Prﬂp-g +jes ‘of ‘Self-
L;:!rcncc, {o theie three Prnp-‘r 1es.1n one Self-Exifent Eilence
aniwer to the divine unoriginated qp*mual Lilence of the one
undivided “Trinitr, lndeperﬂrm of Caule'or {T}']gvrﬂ.T and ig
thercforethe Ot kj~ét, yea, the E'!"lll.-' Object of the-higheh: Acin-
ration. Worfliip and Prabe, and of the uq.-mft {}bm.mte fc be

reader’d from all tisdepandens {.I'LE“[LII“’
AL B Tl'jus
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Tuus Space, Infinity, and Erernity, are Im-
meafurable, and muft naturally have exiftred
before time was, and notwithftanding Time
has been produced out of Eternity, and Place
out of Space, and Finite Beings out of infinity,
yet Erernity, Space, and Infiniry remain un-
changeable.
For the unoriginated eflence of Infinity can
never be alter’d by created Timeand Durati-

on, nor his Eternity, paft and to come, be
either lengthned or fhortned.

Before Time His Perfections remain’d uncom-
municated, and yet they remain’d no Time,
uncommunicated, for his Eternity was no Du-
ration of Time, but to him as an inftant, a juft
now, an immeafurable Moment ; which fill 1s,
and ever will be the fame in the Divine and
Unoriginated Exiftence.

Tro’ this muft appear Difficult to our prefent
Comprehenfions, fince we meafure Time by
Days, Weeks, Months, and Years, butSpace
and Eternity admit to Meafure or Progreflion,

of which fee my Philofophical Meditations, Part
Jo-Seét. 1.

Axp infhort, thereis juft asmuch difference
between Space and Place, and Time and Eter-

nity, as between a finite Creature and infinite
Exiftence.

Hewxce we may obferve that the Effence of
GGod muft be an undivided Effence in Unity and
Perfetion, as obferv’d in the Beginning of the
firt Set. of my Fourney thro’ the World.

Axp



16  Philofophical DifJevtations.

Axp as uponthe Beginning of his Creations
his Perfeftions became communicable, fo it
thereby became neceffary for us that he fhowd
diftinguith the Effence of his Godhead into fuch
Properties, (which for Diftinction’s Sake we
call Perfonal,) by which he fhou’d have Occa-
fion to communicate his Goodnefs and Perfe(ti-
ons to us; and to that End has made himfelf
known to us, as our Creator, Redeemer, and
San&ifier, by the Appellations of Father, Son,
and Holy Ghott ; in which Names we are initia-
red into his Church-Militant by Baptifm by the
Authority and Command of Chrift himfelf juft
before his Afcenfion into Heaven.

WeueTHER this Proof of the Beingand At-
tributes of God be conclufive, I leave to the
Judgment of curious Enquirers.

To prove fuch an Exiftence is very eafy and
natural, from the Effets that are produced by
fuch a Caufe, and tho’ fuch Proofs, which are
numerous, carry along with ’em evident De-
monftration, yet we find that all the Pains tha,
can be taken, and all the Proofs that can begi_
ven, of the like Nature, little enough ; yea, too
little to fupprefs Vice and Immorality, the
Roots of Atheifm and Infidelity ; which plen.
tifully {pring up and fhoot forth in cumberfome
Branches, fo that there is need of new Helps
to eradicate and root them out;or at leaft to
endeavour to puta ftop to their dangerous
Growth and further Encreafe.

Axp as fuch Curious Enquiries may tend to
the fetting forth of the Glories of the only

unorigie
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unoriginated Exiftence ; fo they muft alfo tend
tothe weakeningand overthrow of the con-
trary Engagements.

Axp as [ have hereby endeavour’d to commu-
nicate the IdeasIhad fram’din my own Mind,
in the Prcof ofthe Being and Attributesof
God, a Priori, fol with it may give my Readers
the fame Taftel have thereby produced inmy
own Breaft, and excitein themas higch anE.
fteem and Veneration ofthe Tremendous Ma-
lefty of the Adorable unoriginated Exiftence
and Fountain of Infinite Pertections, as the Me-
ditations thereof have rais’d in my own Breaft
and give them as feeling a delight and pleafure.

For tho’ it be impoflible to find ocut the Al
mighty to Perfection: yet every fmall Ray, e-
very Glimpfe we are afforded of his Perfecti-
ons and Glories will add new Life, new Vi-
_gour, new Comforts, new Pleafures, and Re-
trefhments to his faithful Servants.

Axpas his Perfettions are infinite fo they
will admit of an Eternity of Admiraction and
Enjoyment, always extracting freth Joys,
Love and delightful Adoration from all his
Creatures, whichare or fhall be prepar’d by
Holinefs to enjoy and relith them.

W uEew I confider the infinite Prefence fills all
things, and that he muft neceflarily be in eve-
ry Place in infinite Perfeftions of Knowledge:
Power, Wifdom, Love, Goodnefs, Mercy,
Faithfulnefs, and Truth jand that I have re-
ceived my Being and Exiftence from this Foun-
tain of infinite Power, Goodnefs, and Mercy,

' B g and
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and that I am thereby entituled to his fpecial
Care and Protection s (if I forieit not this Right
by Rebellion againft him) and that he 1s prefent
with me wherever I go; O then, how canl
hope and truft, thatlfhall, e’re long, have the
{mall Rays of his Glories I now behold, as the
Dawning of the Day or Twilight of the Mora-
ing, break forth upon me in the clear Light
of the Shining of his Righteoufnefs into my
Soul, when I fhall be.releafed from the prefent
Fetters of Mortality ?

Ou! how fhou’d thefe Thoughts and Ex-
peitations raife and continue inus an holy Re-
verence of his infinite Prefence, which fills all
things both in Heaven and Earth; And how
fhou’d this influence all our Actions in all our
concerns and affairs of Life that they may be
proportion’d in their Performances to be agreé-
able to his divine Will, and becoming his Pre=
{ence, as the Spectator of ’em ?

Axp when we withdraw from the Secular!
Concerns of this Life to appear before him ei-|
ther in his Houfe, or in our Clofets, with|
what Adoration 'and awe fhould we approach to|
{fo immediate an Intercourfe with his glorious:
Majefty? With what reverential Fear, and|
humble Boldnefs (becaufe not only allowed but |
commanded it) fhould we approach his Courts?
Where in Spiritual Exercifes, we may, by ani
Eye of Faith, behold his Prefence filling the!
Houfe, appointed for his Worthip, and thej
Hearts of every of his faithful Servants, and!
his Angels ready to join with every devout

Heart!
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Heart in their Praifes, and to affift the Prayers,
which are offéreéd from unfeigned Lips.

LET us thenendeavour by the Meditations
of his continual Prefence, to have Life and Vi
gotr added toall our Devotions, whetherin
lis houfe or in our Clofets ; that may not only
thew clevate us, but may for ever carry us
out of the reach of that Ruin, that the
Temptations incident to our Prefent State wou’d
plunge us into ; and enableus by a life of Holi-
nefsto bedaily ftriving after Perfection ; fo fhall
daily Comforts encreafeupon us here, and ever-
lafting Joys await our Reception, when by
Deatch we fhall be born into Life Eternal,

POSTSCRIPT.

F it beasked how I wou’d infer Perfections

from Infinity, and Intelligence frem- Per-
fections ? I anfwer,

InrrviTy hath no Bounds, and therefore

cannot any ways Terminate ; but is unlimited in
all Refpectsand Extents,and can admit no Addi-

tions y and that which can admit of no Addition
muft in icfelf be abfolutely perfe&: Buc withoue
Intelligence fomething muft be wanting thag

might be added, tomake it more compleat.
Bur as it is impoffible, as I have obferv’d, for
Infinity toadmit of eicher Addition or Subftrac-
tion, fo'it cannot want any thing that it is not
poflfeft of, but muft be poffeft of all Fulnefsin
Perfections, and Intelligence beyond the Com.
B2 prehenfions
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prehenfions of all Finite Created Beings, which
live and move, and have their Exifences in it.
Inrin1TE Space equally exifts within and with-
out all Bodies, rational, or irrational Globes orIn-
habitants; whereas they terminate in their own
Demenfions, and may be either added to, or
Subftracted from : But the Perfections necefla-
rily accompanying Infinity can admit of neither,
there being nothing wanting in it that can be
added, being abfolutely pertect ; nor can any
thing belonging to abfolute Perfettions be di-
minifh’d, chang’d, or taken away from it, which
are only unoriginated Properties of neceflary:
Self-Exiftence and incapable of Communication,
1n their own Extent and Fulnefs,

s

D1 SSERTATION IIL

That the Light and Heat of the Sux, difperfed
into the Planctary Syfem, ure purely Spiri-
tiou 5.

T muft be allow’d from Calculations and
Experimental Obfervations, that the Pla-
netary Revolutions are perfomrd in exaily
the fame Periods of Time, one Revolution

after another, therefore thofe who fuppofe a

Materiality in the Rays of Light and Heat,:

which proceed from the Sun, are not quite:

deliverd from all the Perplexities, which the

Proromarck Syftem laid them under in ac-

counting for the Laws of Motion in a rational

and natural Way, being herein forc’d to re-
cur, for the Non-Retardation of the Planeta-
ry Motions, ro an Almighty Power continu-
ally Alting upon ’em by an external Impulfe.
. Now

-
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Now if I can make it appear that the Rays
of Light and Heat from the Sun, which are
communicated to our Planetary Syftemyare on-
ly and purely Spirituous; then will their Mo-
tions, and the Original Caufes of ’em appear
ro be adapred at firft, by infinite Wifdom,
to be continued merely from the firt Laws
affigned them; and to which in a natural
"Way they are bound; and cannot of them-
felves break thro’ or change from, nor by
~any Power whatfoever, except the fame Al-
mighty Power who at firft fix’d thofe Laws
“fhould (upon any Occafion arifing from the
Rational Inhabitants of ’em ) repeal or alter
them from the Laws and Principles which he
at firft aflign’d them, which in all his admirz-
‘ble Works appear to be perfectly compleat
and to have no Laws given, that that Infinite
Wifdom cou’d amend.
It being prov’d and granted, as before ob-
ferv’d, thar the Planetary Bodies defcribe e-
qual Areas inequal Times, is fufficient to prove
that they move 1n a pertect Vacuum, or void
“Space of Matter, as to the common Courfe of
Nature, and that they do thus Move, with-
aut any Continual, Forcible, and external Im-
pulfe ; from an Innate Principle firft Implan-
“ted, (by the Almighty and Infinitely wife con-
‘triver of the whole Creation, of the unijverfal
f(_;lnbes and Inhabitants, &¢.) in all fecondary
Caufes, will appear, Ithink, indifputable, if
the Objection of the Materiality of the Light
‘and Heac of the Sun be fairly anfwer’d,
which
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which, Ibelicve is now the only Objection
that 1s made againft it,

First then, let it'be obferv’d that the Rays

of Light proceeding from the Sun, except they
are incorporated with a proper Medium for
their Entertainment, are invifible (fuch as are
{piritual Exiftences, except incorporated with
fomething Material) and therefore paffible with-
out Hindrance or Retardation of the Motions
of the Planets Revolutions ; Notwithftanding
the Planets themfelves are warm’d and enlight-
ned by the Heat and Light of the Sun’s Rays,
by having their Atmofpheres purpofely adaptqd
by infinite Wifdom and Power for the Recep-
tionp and Entertainment thereot by Refraction
and Reflection,
" Tuus tho the Sun jtfelf is a material Body,
or a Globe of Fire, yet it is fo adapted by infinite
W ildomto afford Light and Heat to rhe Globes
within its Juminous Reach, and yet the Rays of
its Light and Heat obftru@ not the Motions of
thefe Globes thus enlightened and warm’d by
its benign Influence,

For it is plain that the Sun’s Rays ceafe ta
Iluminate any further than they find Enter-
tainment in a proper Medium, as is obfery’d in
our Atmofphere before its Rifing and after its
Setting ; fo that where they are not incorporate

with fomerhmg Materjal they become Invifible,
and no ways luminous, which proyes them to

be only Spirituous ; becaufe only luminous and
vifible thro’ their becoming incorporate with
the Atmofphere of our Grosg, or thofeof the

other
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other Planets, which are purpofely fitted, as be-
fore obferv’d, for the Entertainment of ’em
~ thereby to anfwer the wile Defigns of its Crea-
tion for their Ufle and Benefit. :

Tue fame may be alfo obferv’d as to the Vi-
fibiiity of the Rays or the reflected Light from
the Bodiesa d Acmofpheres of the primary and
fecondary Planets, which, being themfelves
1llumiated in the fame manner as this Globe we
inhabit, can again refle@ that very Hlumination
into the fame Atmofphere that is capable to
entertain the Light of the Sun ; when, at the
fame Time it muft be fclf-evident, that there
can no material Partieles arifing from their Bo-
dies, accompany that borrowed and reflected
Light, and it is certain alfo that the Rays of
Light which fhine from them become luminous,
vifible, and confpicuous in the very fame man-
ner, and by the very fame Laws of the primary
Light itfelf, fo that the Raysof Light are in
themfelves immaterial and purely fpirituous,

I T may be objefted that the Light of the
Sun, and thofe of the Moon and Planets, which
fhine with a borrowed Light, are different ; in
that the Sun affords Heat a2long with the Lighe,
but the Moon and Planets afford no Heat, buc
only a Reflection of that Light they receive from
the Sun, and that that Hea: which proceeds
from the primary Fountain, the Sun, muft at
leaft carry along with it fome very rarified Par-
ticles and Effluvia of Matter from its flaming
Fountain of F 1 & B, "

B.a In
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Ix anfwer to which, letit be obferv’d, thas
Heat as well as Lizht muft have a proper Medi-
um for Enterrainment before any Effeéts can be
produc’d by the Influcnces of a diftant fiery
Globe.

“Waicn the Sun being allow’d to be, and
plac’d in the Center of the Planetary Syftem
may be faid to be the Soul or Spirit of the ina-
nimate Bodies thereof, by preferving them in
their Orbits by its Central Attradtion, and
affording them Light and Heat, which are both
of a pure and fpirituous Kind ; I do not mean
of any fpiritual Intelligence, but of a fpiritu-
ous Influence ; for thereis a fpirituous Influence
without a fpiritual Intelligence, as in moft of
the Fluids and Solids, which we are acquainted
with upon our own Globe, as may be inftanced
in cur Meats and Drinks. '

N o w that Heat, as well as Light, commu-
nicating from the Sun to its Planetary Syftem, is
only Spirizuous, and in that kind influences our
Globe a and the reft of the Planets may appear,
not only from the former Accounts of the Non-
Retardation of the Planets Motjons thro’ any
Effecs of its furroundinz Beams of Light and
Heat, and of the Invllablilty and& ne Effects
of ’em, where they are not entertain’d in a pro-
per Medium.

Bur alfo from confidering the Sun as the
Center of our Syftem, and whatever material
Subftance may be thrown off from his Surface
by the Force of his fiery Flames, muft be con-
fin’d to his own Atmofpliere and return to its

' Body
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Body as its own proper Center ; for it s plalin
from the Laws of Nature that whatever Partj-
cles of Matter do float inour Atmofphere or in
the Atmofpheres of any of the Planets, and
confequently of any of the Atmofpheres of any
Globe whatfoever, that they are confin’d with-
in the Limits chereof, and can only make their
Returns to the Surface of the Globes to which
they belong ; as for Inftance, the Meteors in
our own Atmofphere whether they be watery
or endw’d with a fiery Propenfity, may be ob-
ferv’d never to exceed the Limits of our own
Atmofphere, but are confin’d within its fur-
rounding Circumference, and only refpeéts this
Globe as their proper Center ; then it muft ne-
ceffarily follow that the Sun (which is the very
‘Center of our Syftem itfelf, and unto which the
W hole of it pay their Tributes of Gravitation)
cannot lefs confine his own material Subftance to
his own Body and Atmofphere, than the Pla-
nets, which refpet him as their Center, do
confine every Particle and the Effluvia belong-
ing to ’em within the aforefaid Reftrictions,
notwithftanding the Communication of their
borrowed Lights one to another.

Tuus as Illuminated Bodies can return their
Lights beyond the reach of their material Ef-
fluvia {o can the Sun as a Globe of Fire difpofe
ics Heat as wellas Light without being accom-
panied with any material Effluvia out ofits
own Atmofphere, in fuch Proportion asthe
Atmofpheres it meets with are adapted for

its Entertainment,
So
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So that the Light and Heat of the Sun, en-
joy'd by its concomitant Planetsareonly of 3
Spirituous Nature, and bring along with ’em
no Parricles or Effluvia of Matter from its Bo-
dy ; tho' vulgarly calld Particles of Lightand
Heat, from their Incorporating themfelves
with fuch Particles and Effluvia in the Atmof-
phere of our Globe, and thofe of the other Pla-
nets, which are agreeable for their Entertain.
ment and Reception ; thereby giving them
Light and Heat, as well as pr&fergj;)g them in
their Orbs and regular Motions ;even gsthe
Souls of Animals give Heat, Life, Vigour, and
Motion to their Material Bodies, which they
attuate, tho’ themfelves immaterial,

So that the Sun may be faid not only to be
the Center, but the Soul (by its fpirituous In-
fluence) of this material Syftem, and by its
Comforts to Support and Preferve both the ani-
mate and inanimate Parts thereof, even the
Whole of 1t.

* Before the Creation of Glbes and Inhabitants the whole
infinite Extention was a perfe® Foid or Facuum ; empty of Mat-
ter, or material Particles, Attoms, or Effuvia, tha’ full of fpi-
ritual Exiftence, Tutelligence, Wifdom, and Powwer; as provd in
the former Differtation.

And whatever Globes were created in this infinitely extended
Space have not at allaler’d or changed the Nature of Space or
render'd it ever the lels; which being infinite can neither be
added to or {fubftradted from. but will for ever continue the fame,
and is ftill as free from material Attoms, Particles and Efluvia

- beyond the Circumference of the created Globes and their At-
molpheres as it was before their Creation, therefore the Motiens
of the Globes are free without Hindrance or Retardation, fo
that a due Order is preferv’d amongft them in all their harmo-
nigus Revolutions from the Laws of their central Luminaries

Attraction
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Axp asit is placed in the Center of our Syf-
tem, and muft, asabove obiery’d, have all ma.
terial Particles, which are fent off from its Bo-
dy, by its continual Flames, return’d to it a-
gain as their proper Center, I think we may
infer, that the Sun may be Created and Conftis
tuted by the infinitely Wife, and Powerful con-
triver of the whole material and immaterial
Creation, that notwithftanding its coatinual
Flames, it may fuffer no Diminution nor irre-
coverable Change; but this [ leave to more cu-
rious Enquirers.
AND

iy

Attraétion, and their Tributes of Gravitation, above obferv'd.

The Light and Heat therefore of the central Luminary in-
terfere not with the Motions of its concomitant Planets, but are
{pirituous and immaterial out of its own Atmolphere; and that
its Atmofphere does not reach to any of the Globes or Planet:,
which are warm’d and enlighted by it, will appear from its
Rays not being Luminous and Vilible where they are diftant
from their own Atmofphere, and not incorporated with the At-
mofpheres of the Globes they warm and enlighten.

For fhou’d we fuppole the Atmoiphere of the Sun to reach
thro’ the planetary Syftem amongft all the Globes it warmsand
enlightens, then wou’d the materiul Particles of its Atmafphere
be Luminous and Vifible of themfelves throughout the whole
Syitem; fo that all the planctary Bodies thereof wou'd be con-
tinually enlighten’d, and no Darknels cou’d approachany parts
of their Surfaces whether in the prefence of the Sun’s Body a-
bove, or Abfence below their Horizons, but would give a fur-
rounding Illumination when below the Horizon of any Globe,
beyond the Circumference of its Shadow.

From hence it appears that the Sun’s Atmofphere is only a
furrounding Circum{erence of its vifible Luftre, which Atmof-
phere terminates with its Vifibility ; and returns all material
Particlesaud Effluyia to its ewn body, as pmpcrly belonging to
it as their Center. ; :

So then the Light and Heat emitted from the Sun into the
planetary Syftem, tho’ only of a Spirituous Influence muft be
progreflive, and take up fome Time to come from its Body and
DA : Atmoiphere
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s A;w‘ we may unqueftionably obferve, thae
it is adapted to anfwer all the Ends of infinite
Wifdom, fo far as it was defign’d to be ufeful
and ferviceable,

A~ from the prefent View of its Ufefulnefs,
who cannot but be fil'd with Wonder and
Amazement ! Oh! pleafing Wonder and agree-
able Amazement! to look into the Works
of infinite Power, Goodnefs, Wifdom, Deﬁgn
and Contrivance,

e

Atmofphere tothediftant Globes it warms and enlightens,which
it cou'd not do if its Atmoiphere was difperfed thro’ the planega-
ry Syftem, :

‘T'here can be no fuch thing as inffantancous Motion, {fince all
Motion whatfoever mut fuprole Progreffon, whether that which
moves be material or fpiritual, And nothing but that which is
Infinite can be inflantaneonfly every where ; and that which is
thus inftantancoufly every where can fuffer neither Motion,
Change, nor Scituation ; {o that created {piritual Intelligence its
{elt muft be Progreffive, for if it was inflantaneous, then wou'd
it comprehend Iufixizy, becaufe then it wou’d be inffantly every
where, which is impoflible for any created Being tobe, fincethat
s only the incommunicable Proferty of neceffary Seif-Lxiffence.

From hence it wiil follow, that what is really Spirituous oy
Spiritual doesnot neceflarily imply Iy antareoyfne(s, NOr car it
be in'any created piritual Exiffence. ,

So then, tho' the Raysof the Sun be progreffive, 'tis no Ar-
gument.atall to provethem Material; but their prodigious Va-
facity may be faid to exzexd the Motipns of all material Bodie',
as much as fpiritual Intelligence may exceed the Motion of Spi-
witusus Influence,

An Opake Body is alfo capable to flop or hinderits {pirituous
Hiumination, becauie emitted from a material Globe, therefore
@ material opake Bedy i< capable to receive its Rays only on its
Surface ; and from thence to reflectthem in a traniparent Medi-
um, but tho” emitted from a material Globe, . yet thro’ their
tpirituous Iifluence, they will naturally pafs thro’ the hardeft
rranfparent Solids withour Force or Reluétancy, thro’ which no
material Particles whatioever can fo entey. '

AND
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Axp if thefe fmall Rays of his wonderful
Works are thus capable to furprife us, being
only now feen as thro’aGlafs Darkly, what
then will be the clear Profpett of ’em. Ty g2-
tain which,

LEr us henceforth endeavour that we may

continue that Veneration of the Supreme infi-
nite Creator, and contriver of all his Wonder-

ful Works, that our Wonder and Amazement
may put us upon the wings of Heavenly and
Delightful Afpirations, to render our Prayers
Devout, our Praifes Angelical, our Lives Ho-
Iy, and our future State Happy. AMEN.

Jgbic bre B iy s B g4

ECESSARY Exiftence is that which enly
N is or can be Inftantaneous, for Inftanta-
neoufnels comprehends Infinity both as to Time
and Place, being not fubjet to Motion, Dura-
tion, or Situation.

MoTiox refpects different Situations, Dura-
tion réfpects Time, and Situation refpe&s Place,
but that which is Inftantaneous includes them
all, as being inftantly prefent to ’em all, there-
fore incapable of Progreflion, and fo immovea-
ble ; incapable of Duration or feparating Time
into Parts, and fo unchangeable ; incapable of
Situation or being cenfin’d to Place, and fo eve-
ry where inftant: mmuﬂy prefent,

So that infinite neceffary Exiftence can fuffer
neither Motion as to different Situations, nor
Duration as to Time, {ince it neceflirily is infi-
nitely extended thro’ both Place and Time.

Bur
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Byt all created Beings whether Material or

Spiritual, as théy muft neceflarily have had a
Bepinning of Exiftenceé, muft be fubjeé‘ted to
Duration, as well as to' Place or Motion ; for
whatever had a Beginning, its future Exiftence
muft ever be fengtheéning, tho’ it fhou’d exift to

Eternity hereafter ; therefore its Exiftence is

Progreflivé tho” Etérnal to come, and fo may
be ¢all’d an éternal Duration.

But Neceflity of Exiftence, as it is without
Beginning, fo it implies an Impofiibility of its
Non-Exiftence, and renders fuch: Exiftence in-
capable of Progreflion or Duration, and there-
fore of its Eternity being either lengthned or
fhortned, and {o incapable of either Addltmns
or Subﬁra&mns.

DIS& ERTA‘TION Iv.
Of the Immortality of the So v L.
ROM the foregoing Proof of the Being and

Attributes of God it appears, that Matter
is Incapable of Self-Exiftence, therefore it may.
be fubjected to Decay and Corruption: And
that the Self-Exiftent Being muft neceffarily be
a fpiritual and immaterial Efience, therefore no-

i
=

thing that was created could become capable of

Intelligence and Reafon that was merely Mate-
rial, and not aétuated with Spirit; for whate-
ver material Bodies are endued with Reafonand
Intelligence it muft be from the Actuation of
an mmmaterial and {piritual Exiftence in that ma-
terial Body ; and tho’ during the Union of this
fpiritual Exiftence, or of the Soul with the Bo-
dy, the Body will enjoy Senfations proper to

their joint Connection, yet there are alfo Sen-
{ations
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fations or Faculties belonging to the Soul inde-

- pendent of the Body (as confider’d in my Jour-

ney thro’ the World) therefore the Body may
be fubjected to fuch Alterations and Changes as
the Soul itfelf cannot be ; for as the Soul only
is the Life, which aftuates unthinking Matter,
fo having once entdr’d into Exiftence, tho’ thro’
an Almighty Power, in the curious Compofure
of the Matter itfelf ; yet, becaufe it is of a {pi-
ritual Kind it will hereafter for ever exift,
whether in, or feperate from that Body which
it thus actuates, according to the Nature and
Reafon of Things ; becaufe fpiritual Exiftence
is neceffarily from Eternity, but material Ex-
iftence is not, fothat whatever is created of a
{piritual Nature, muft have the Nature of a fu-

- ture eternal Exiftence communicated to it from

its Creation by the fpiritual Self-Exiftence of its
Creator, for {piritual Intelligence being neceffa-
rily exiftent in the original Caufe, Immortality
is from thence communicated to all created {pi-

ritual Exiftences from the Time of their Crea-

tion: Thus Mortality €an only affet Ma'tter?

‘and not Spirit.

It may likewife be obferv’d from the forego-
ing Differtations, that Matter being, as of it-
felf, incapable of any Perception, that Percep-
tion muft be dittinét from Matter, and may
therefore be either join’d to it or feparated
from it, and exift either with or wichout it;

and tho’ it began to exift inthat material Body

as a proper Receptacle, yer the Bedy which it
thus began to exift in being material (the Ef-
{fence of Wthh was not Eternal, as Spiritual-

Effence
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Effence was) may be fubje&ed to Dacag AL

of an immaterial and fp:ntual Eﬁ"ence' éﬁﬁnut
be fubject to Decay with the material and cor- '-.t-
ruptible Body ; for tho’ the Spirit may ceafeto
aCtuate Macter, yet it cannot ceafe to exiffs -
(being itfelf Life arnd Intell 1igence) when fepa- s
rated from Matter by its corruptible Mortali-
ty; buc will exift ina feparate State when
forcd out of the Body, eicher by a natural De-
cay of it, or when by fome accidental Detri-
ment it is render’d incapable to continue the
Soul’s Habitation any longer. |

Axp this may be confirm’d B}' common Ob-
fervation in Matter of Fact; in that while the
Body is in fenfible Decay thro’ Age or Sicknefs,
the Soul at the fame time fuffers no Decay, but
will continue to brighten and increaie in Know-
ledge ; if it has not been corrupted by giving
Way to the Indulgencies of the Bodily Senfes,
or thro’ fome Decay or Diforder of fuch Parts
of the Body that naturally will obfcure and dark-
en itsOperation in their prefent Union; for thofe
who fuffer a gradual Decay of Body, whoie
Brains are preferv’d ina regular and due Order,
will have the Senfations and Faculcies of their
Souls clear and bright to the very laft Minute
of their Lives; which muft neceffarily thew
that the Soul decays not with the Body, and
will therefore exift without it.

Uw~prr what an indifpenfible Obligation are
we then, to prepa.: for the Concerns of ano-
ther Life? To help you in which, I fhall refer
vou to my Journey thro’ the Wurld.
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