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. A
SERIOUS and USEFUL

SCHEME, &

HERE is not any thing which con-
tributes more to the Reputation of

particular Perfons, or to the Honour
of a Nation in general, than erecting and en-
dowing proper Edifices, for the Reception of
thofe who labour under different Kinds of
- Diftrefs. The Difeafed and Unfortunate are
thereby delivered from the Mifery of want-
ing Affiftance ; and others, are delivered from
the Mifery of beholding them. |
It is certain, that the Genzus of the People
of England is ftrongly turned to publick Cha-
rities; and, to fo noble a Degree, that almoft
in every part of this Great and Opulent Crty,
and alfo in many of the adjacent Villages, we
meet with a great Variety of Hgfpitals, fup-
ported by the generous Contributions of pri-
vate Families, as well as by the Liberality of
the Publick. Some, for Seamen, worn out
in the Service of their Country; and others,
for infirm difabled Soldiers: Some, for the
Maintenance of Tradefmen decayed; and o-

f

 thers, for their Widows, and Orphans: Some, _.

.i:




for the Service of thofe who linger under te-
dious Diftempers; and others, for fuch as are
deprived of cheir Reafon. |

But I find, upon nice Infpection, that there
is one Kind of Charity, almoft totally difre-
garded, which, neverthelefs, appears to me of
© excellent a Nature, as to be at prefent more
wanted, and better calculated for the Eafe,
Quietnefs, and Felicity of this whole King-
dom, than any ether can poffibly be. I
mean, .

An Hofpital for Incurables. |

I muft indeed confefs, that an Endowment
of this Nature would prove a very large,
and perpetual Expence. However, I have
not the leaft Difidence, that I'fhall be able
~ effeGtually to convince the World, that my
prefent Scheme for fuch an Hofprral, is very
practicable; and muft be very defirable by
every one, who hath the Intereft of his Coun-
¢ry, or his fellow Creatures, rea/ly at Heart.

It is obfervable, that altho’ the Bodies of
human Creatures be affeéted with an infinite
Variety of Diforders, which elude the Power
of Medicine, and are often found to be incur-
able ; yet their Minds are alfo overrun wich
an equal Variety, which no Skill, no Power,
no Medicine can alter or amend. And I
think, that out of regard to the publick Peace
and Emolument, as well as the Repofe of

9 ko many
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many pious and valuable Families, this [at-
ter Species of Tncurables ought principally to
engage our Attentionand Beneficence, |

I believe, an Hofpital for fuch Incurables
- will be univerfally allowed neceflary, if we
. only confider, what Numbers of abfolute In-
. curables, every Profeffion, Rank, and Degree
- would perpetually produce, which, at prefent,
- are only national Grievances, and of which
. we can have no other effetual Method to
. purge the Kingdom,
. For Inftance ; lgg any Man ferioufly confi-
- der, what Numbers there are of incurable
. Fools, incurable Knaves, incurable Scolds, in-
curable Scriblers (befide my felf) - incurable
| Coxcombs, incurable Infidels, incurable Liers,
incurable #hores in all Places of publick Re-
' fort—: Not to mention the incurably Vain,
‘incurably Envious, incurably Proud, incurably
* Affected, incorably Impertinent, and ten thou-
 fand other Incurables, which I muft of Necefiity

S e e B e S A Pl

‘pafs over in Silence, left I fhould fwell this
flay into a Volume. And without Doubt,
every unprejudiced Perfon will agree, chat out
Pof meer Chriftian Charity, the Publick ought
to be cafed as much as poffible, of this trouble-
Bome and intolerable Variety of Incurables.
B And firft; under the Denomination of In-.
turable Fools, we may reafonably a::xpe&, tl}al:
Much an Hp/pital would be furnithed with
lconfiderable Numbers of the Growth of our

| hwn Univerfities ; who, at prelent, appear in

B 2 various
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various Profeflions in the World, under the
venerable Titles of Phyfictans, Barriflers, and
Ecclefiafticks. ' | %

And, as thofe gntient Seminaries have been
for fome Years paft, accounted little better.
than Nurferies of fuch fort of Incurables, it
fhould feem highly commendable to m: e
{ome kind of Provifion for them; becaufe, it
is more than probable, that if they are to be:
fupported by their own particular Merit in
their feveral Callings, they muft neceflarily
acquire but a very indifferent Maintenance. =

I would not, willingly, be here fufpected,
to caft Refleftions on any Order of Men, a
if I thought, that fmall Gains from the Pro-
feflion of any Ar# or Science, were always an
undoubted Sign of an equally {fmall Degree of
Underftanding : For, I profefs my felf to be
fomewhat inclined to a very oppofite Opini=
on; having frequentiy obferved, that, at the
Bar, the Palfe, and the Pulpit, thofe wik
have the leaft Learning or Senfe to pleat
meet generally with the largeft Share of Pre:
motion and Profit. Of which many Initan-
ces might be produced; but the Publiet
feems to want no Convition in this Pafti
cular.

Under the fame Denomination we may fuf*
ther expe a large and ridiculous Quantity®*
old rich Widows; whofe eager and L*
Appetites inflame them with extravagit
Paffions, for Fellows of a very different 86

I
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dnd Complexion from th : -
| chafe Col:xtempt and A?;%Efs ‘wmho 2
_ Jomflfrcs; and being loaded with Yt B
ko ﬁrm_ltws, and probably ill Humour earfs_, 8
to bribe into their Embraces, fuch ﬁlﬁf n;\ced
tunes, and Characters, are ;qually-dcf :ratgr.

Befides, our Coll?&ion of incurablpe Famllr

would receive an incredjble Addition from
| every one of the following Articles.
: From young extravagant Heirs; who are
Juft of a competent Age, to become the Bubbles
of Fockeys, Sportfmen, Gameflers, Bullies, Sharp-
| ers, Courtezans, and fuch fort of honourable
Pick-pockets.

From Mifers; who half ftarve themfelves
to feed the Prodigality of their Heirs: And
who proclaim to the World how unworthy -
| they are of poflefling Eftates, by the wretch-
| eﬂ and ridiculous Methods they take to enjoy
them.

From contentious Pegple, of all Conditions;
who are content to wafte the greateft part of
their swn Fortunes at Law, to be the Inftru-
ments of impoverifhing others.

From thofe, who have any Confidence in
Profeffions of Friendfhip, before Trial; or any
Dependance on the Fidelity of a Miflrefs.

From young illiterate Sguires, who travel
abroad to import Lewdnefs, Conceit, Arrogance,
Vanity and Foppery ; of which Commodiiies |
there feems to be fo great an Abundance at

Home.

From |
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From young Clergymens who contrive, by
Matrimony, to acquire a Family, before they
have obtained the neceffary Means. to main-
tain one. - §

From thofe who have confiderable Eftates
in different Kingdoms, and yet are {o incura-
bly ftupid, as to {pend their whole Incomes
in T his. | |

Thefe, and feveral other Articles which
might be mentioned, would afford us a perpe-
tual Opportunity of cafing the Publick, by
having an Ho/pital for the Accommodation of
fuch Incurables: Who, at prefent, either by |
the over Fondnefs of near Relations, or the
Indolence of the Magiftrates, are permitted
to walk abroad, and appear in the moft crowd-
ed Places of this City, as if they were indeed
reafonable Creatures.

I had almoft forgot to hint, that under this
Article, there is a modeft Probability, that
many of the Clergy would be found properly
qualified for Admittance into the Hofpital,
who might ferve in the Capacity of Chaplains,
and fave the unneceflary Expence of Sallaries.

To thefe Fools, in order fucceed, fuch as
may juftly beincluded under the extenfive De-
nomination of incurable Knaves; of which
our feveral Jnns of Court would conftantly af-
ford us abundant Supplies. |

I think indeed, that, of this Species of In-
curables, there ought to be a certain limited

Number annually admitted; which Number,
neither
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- neither any Regard to the Quiet or Benefic of
:I-lae Nation, nor any other charitable or Pub-
i.lck.-fpirited Reafon, fhould tempt us to ex-
ceed 5 becaufe, if all were to be admitted op
fuch a Foundation, who might be reputed
ancurable of this Diftemper; and if it were pof-
fible for the Publick to find any Place large
enough for their Reception; I have not the

Jdeaft Doubt, that all our Izuzs which are at
this Day fo crowded, would in a thort Time
be emptied of their Inhabitants; and the
Law, that beneficial Craft, want hands to con-
duttic. |

I tremble to think what Herds of Atfornies,

Sollicitors, . Pettifoggers, Scriveners, Ufurers,

Hackney-Clerks, Pick-pockets, Pawn-Brokers,
Faylors, and Fuftices of the Peace, would
hourly be driven to fuch an Hyfpita/: And
what Difturbance it mightalfo create in feveral
noble and wealthy Families.

' What unexpeéted Diftrefs might it prove

to feveral Men of Fortune and Quality, to be

{fuddenly deprived of their rich Stewards, in

whom they had for many Years repofed the

atmoft Confidence, and to find them irreco-
verably lodged among fuch a Colleétion of

Incurables? _

" How many Orphans might then expect to

ve their Guardians hurried away to the Ho/-

ital; and how many greedy Executors find
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Would not Exchange-Alley have caufe to
mourn for the Lofs of its Stock-fobbers and
Brokers; and the Charitable Corporation, for
the Confinement of many of its Directors?

Might not Weftminfter-Hall, as well as all
the Gaming—Haégﬁw in this great City, be en-
tirely unpeopled ; and the Profeffors of Art in
each of thofe Affemblies, become ufelefs in
their Vocations, by being deprived of all fu-
ture Opportunity to be difhoneft?

In fhort, it might put the whole Kingdom
into Confufion and Diforder ; and, we fhould
find, that the entire Revenues of this Nation.
would be fcarce able to fupport {fo great a
Number of Incurables, in #bzs way, as would
appear qualified for Admiffion into our Hof-

cal.
: For, if we only confider, how this King-
dom {warms with Qg;adrﬂlf-?‘aﬂes, and Gam-
ing-Houfes both publick and private; and alfo,
how each of thofe Houfes (as well as Wefimin-
fler-Hall aforefaid) fwarms with Knaves who
are anxious to win, or Fools who have any|
thing to lofe; we may foon be convinced,
how neceflary it will be to limit the Numben
of Incurables, comprehended under thofe
Ticdles, left the Foundation fhould prove
infufficient to maintain any others befide
them. |

However, if by this Scheme of mine, th
Nation can be eafed of 20 or 30 thoufand fue
Incurables, 1 think it ought to be cfteem

fom
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« fomewhat beneficial, an . RO
tention of the Publick. G onhy Nl
« 'The next forr, for whom I w 7
provide, and who for feveral Gene?;[lidougﬁii
' proved infupportable Plagues and Grievances
to the good People of England, are thofe, who
may properly be admitted under the Cha-
» racter of incurable Scoids.
Iown, thistobea Diftemper of fo defpe-
rate a Nature, that few Females can be found
“willing to own themfelves any way addi@ted
to it: And yet, it is thought, that there ig
{carce a fingle Parfon, Prentice, Alderman,
Squire, or Husband, who would not folemnly
avouch the very Reverfe. £
.+ I could wifh, indeed, that the Word, ScoLp,
might be changed for fome more gentle
Term, of equal Signification; becaufe, Iam
convinced, that the very IName 1s as oftenfive
to Female Ears, as the Effects of that incura- -
ble' Diftemper is, to the Ears of the Men : »
- Which to be fure is inexprefiible. KEL
And, that it hath been always cuftomary
to honour the very fame kind of Actions with™
. different ‘Appellations, only to avoid giving
_ Offence, is evident to common Obfervation.
. _For Inftance; How many Lazwyers, Attor
 nies, Solicitors, Under-Sheriffs, intwriguing Cham-
Zm;-.-M.;zz'a’s, and Cauﬁrgerﬁa:ww, are conti-
_nually guilty of Extortion, Bribery, Oppreffion,
and many other profitable Kuaveries, to drain

 the Purfes of thofe, with whom they are any
B C way
B < & ,
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way concerned? and yet, all thefe different
Expedients to raife a Fortune, pafs generally™
under the milder Names of Fees, Perquifites,
Vails, Prefeuts, Gratuities, and fuch like ; al-
tho’, in ftri€tnefs of Speech they fhould be
called, Robbery, and confequently be rewarded
with a-Gibbet. ;

Nay, how many honourable Gentlemen
might be enumerated, who keep open Shop
to make a Trade of Iniquity; who teach the
Law to wink whenever Power or Profit ap--
pears in her way; and contrive to grow rich
by the Vice, the Contention, or the Follies of
Mankind ; and who, neverthelefs, inftead of
being branded with the har(h-founding Names,
of Knaves, Pilferers, or publick Opprejfors, (as
they juftly merit) are only diftinguifhed by
the Title of “Fuftices of the Peace; in which
fingle Term all thofe {feveral Appellations are
oenerally thought to be implied. |

But to proceed. When firft I determined
to prepare this Scheme for the Ufe and In-
fpetion of the publick; I intended to examine
one whole #7ard in this City, that my Com-
putation of the Number of incurable Scolds,
might be more perfect and exact. Butl found
it 1mpofiible to finifth my Progrefs chrough
more than one Streetf. vl

I made my firt Application to a wealthy
Citizen in Cornbill, Common-Council-Man
for his #ard: towhom I hinted, that if he |
knew €'cr an incurable Seo/d in the Ncighlblnur-' |

o i 000,
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hood, T had fome Hope to provide for her in
fuch a manner, as to hinder her from being
further trPuhlcfome. He referred me with
great Delight to his next Door Friend; yer
whifpered me, that with much greater Eafe
and Pleafure he could furnith me out of his
own Family—; and begged the Preference.

His next Door Friend owned readily thac

- his Wife’s Qualifications were not mifrepre-

fented, and that he would chearfully contri-
bute to promote fo ufeful a Scheme; but,
pofitively aflerted, that it would be of f{mall
Service, to rid the Neighbourhood of one /o~
man, while fuch Multitudes would remain
all equally infupportable.

By which Circumftance I conjectured, that
the Quantity of thefe Incurables in London,
Weftminfler and Soutbwart, would be very con-
fiderable; and that a generous Contribution
might reafonably be expected, for fuch an

- Hpfpital as 1 am recommending,.

Befides, the Number of thefe Female In-
curables would probably be very much in-
creafed by additional Quantities of Orp
Maips; who, being wearied with concealing

 their ill Humour, for oze Half of their Lives,
| are impatient to give it full Ventn the ozher-
For, old Maids, like old thin-bodied /ines,

inftead of growing more agrecable by Years,
are obferved, for the moft part, to become

inoleraby fharp, four, and uftlefs.
. C.2 Under
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Under this Denomination alfo, we maylcxx-.-‘ﬂ,_.
pe&t to be furnifhed with aslargea Collectiori
of old Batckelors, efpecially thofe who have ‘3§
Eftates, and buta moderate Degree of Under-
ftanding. For, an o/d wealthy Batcbelor, being
perpetually furrounded with a fet of Flatter-
ers, Coufins, poor Dependents, and W ould-be-
Heirs, who- for their own Views fubmit to
his Perverfenefs and Caprice ; becomes infen-
fibly infected with this f¢o/ding Malady, which
generally proves incurable, and renders him
difagrecable to his Friends, and a fit Subje&
for Ridicule to his Enemies. |

As to the incurable Scrzblers, (of which So- -
ciety I have the Honour to be a Member)
they probably are innumerable; and, of Con-
fequence, it will be abfolutely impofiible to
provide for one tenth Part of their Fraternity.
However, as this fet of Incurables, are gene-
rally more plagued with Poverty than any
other, it will be a double Charity to admit
them on the Foundation. A Charity to the
World, to whom they are a common Peft and
Nufance; and, a Charity to themfelves, to
relieve them from Want, Contempt, Kicking,
and feveral other Accidents of that Nature, to
~ which they are continually liable. .

Grubfireet itfelf would then have reafon to
rejoice, to fee fo mary of its half-ftarv’d Ma-
nufacturers amply provided for ; and the whole
Tribe of meagre Incurables, would probably
fhout for Joy, at being delivered from the

4 Tyraniy
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ranny and Garrefs, of Printe e
agd Bo');kfellers. nionten, Pty
What a mixed Multitude of Ba/lad-Writers,
Ode-Makers, Tranflators, Farce-Compounders,
Opera-Mongers, Biographers, Pamphleteers, and
onrnalifs, would appear crowding to the
Hofpital; not unlike the Brutes re?urting to
the Ark before the Deluge. And what an
univerfal Satisfaction would fuch a Sightafford
to all, except Paftry-Cooks, Grocers, Chand-
lers, and Tobacco-Retailers, to whom alone
the Writings of thofe Incurables were any way
profitable ?
I have often besn amazed to obferve, what
a Variety of incurable Coxcombs are to be met
with, between St. Fames's and Limeboufe, at
every Hour of the Day; as numerous as #e/fb
Parfons, and equally contemptible. How they
{warm in all Coffee-Houfes, Theatres, publick-
Walks, and private Affemblies; how they are
inceffantly employed in cultivating Intrigues,
 and every kind of irrational Pleafure: How
induftrious they feem to mimick the Appear-
ance of Monkeys, as Monkeys are emulous to
smitate the Geftures of Men: And from fuch
Obfervations I concluded, that to confine the
‘ greatcﬁ part of thofe Incurables, whoTare {o
many /ving Burlefques of humar} l\atprc,
would be of eminent Service to this Nation;
and 1 am perfuaded, that I am far trom be-

ing fingular in that Opinion.

As
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As for the incurable Infidels and Liers, T
fhall range them under the fame Article,
and would willingly appoint them the fame
Apartment in the Hofpital; becaufe, there
is a much nearer Refemblance between them,
than is generally imagined.

Have they not an equal Delight in impofing
Falfities on the Publick; and feem they not
equally defirous to be thought of more Saga-
city and Importance than others? Do they
not both report, what both know to be falfe;
and both confidently affert what they are con-
{cious is moft liable to Contradiction ?

The Parallel might eafily be carried on
much further, if the intended Shortnefs of this -
Eflay would admit ic. However, 1 cannot
forbear taking notice, ‘with what immenfe
Quantities of incurable Liers, his Majefty’s
Kingdoms are overrun; what Offence and
Prejudice they are to the Publick; what in-
conceivable Injury to private Perfons; and |
what a Neceflity there is, for an Hofpital, to
relieve the Nation from the Cu7fé of {o many
Incurables. |

This Diftemper.appears almoit in as many
different Shapes, as there are Perfons afflicted
with it; and in every Individual, is always
beyond the Power of Medicine.

Some L1t for their Intereft, fuch as Fifb-
Mongers, Flatterers, Pi;?y:s, Lawyers, Fortune-
Hunters, and Fortune-Tellers, and others LIE

for their Entertainment, as Maids, Wives,
Widoﬁ'f,
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| ?’?dafm, and all other Tea-Table Attens
ants.
~ Some LiE out of Vanity, as Poets, Painters,
Players, Fops, Military Officers, and all thofe
who frequent the Levees of the Greas: And
others L1 out of Il/-nature, as old Maids, &e.
~ Some v1E out of Cuffom, as Lovers, Cpx-
combs, Footmen, Satlors, Mechanicks, Merchants,
and Chamber-Maids ; and others L1E out of
Complaifance or Neceflity, as Courtiers, Chap-
lains, &c. In fhort, it were endlefs to enume-
rate them all, butthis Sketch may be fufficient
| E gixi}c us fome {mall imperfect Idea of their
umbers.

As to the remaining Incurables, we may
reafonably conclude, that they bear at leaft
an equal Proportion to thofe already men-
tioned; but with Regard to the incurable
JVh—es in this Kingdom, I muft particularly
obferve, that fuch of them as are publick, and
make it their Profeflion, have proper Hof-
pitals for their Reception alrea_dy, if we could
find Magiflrates without Paflions, or Officers
! without an incurable Itch to a Br#ve. And,
fuch of them as are private, and make it. their
Amufement, I fhould be unwilling to diftarb

r two Reafons. .
forff;:ﬁ; becaufe, it might probably ‘afﬂuft
many Noble, Wealthy, Ca;fzz‘f{zfm', and Uryﬂjpeﬁ-
ing Husbands, by convincing them of their
own Difhonour, and the unpardonable D;?
loyalty of their W jvess And {econdly; becauif:
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it will be for ever impofiible to confine a #%-
man from being guilty of any kind of Mifcon-
du&, when once the is firmly refolved to at-
tempt it.

- From all which Obfervations every reafo-
nable Man muft infallibly be convinced, that
an Hofpital for the Support of thefe different
kinds of Incurables, would be extremely bene-
ficial to thefe Kingdoms. I think therefore,
that nothing further is wanting, but to de-
mon{trate to6 the Publick, that fuch a Scheme
is very praCicable; both by having an un-
doubted Method to raife an annual Income,
at leaft fufficient to make the Experiment;
(which is the way of founding all Ho/p:¢als) and
by having alfo a ftrong Probability, that fuch
an Hofpital would be fupported by perpetual
Benefactions ; which, in very few Years, might
enable us to increafe the Number of Incura-
bles, to ¢ tenths more, than we can reafon-
ably venture. on at firft.
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A C'ampﬂmﬁm of the daily and .:'m;-
nual Expences fzf an Hofpital to be

eretted for I, ncurables.

| . Day,
INr:uméfe Fuols, are almoft infinite ;? -
However at firft I would have only
20 thoufand admitted ; and allow-
ing to each Perfon but one Shilling
per Day for Maintenance, which is
as low as poffible, the daily Expence
for this Article will be |
Incurable Knaves, are, if pofiible, more
numerous, including Foreigners, e-
fpecially Trisumex. Yet I would >1500
limit the Number of thefe to abou:
o thoufand ; which would amount to
Tncurable Scolds, would be plentifuily |
- {upplied from almoft every Family
in the Kingdom. And indeed, to
make this Hofpital of any real}1500
Benefit, we cannot admic fewer,
even at firft, than 30 thoufand, 1in-
cluding the Ladies of Billingfgate,
and Lieaden-Hall Markef, which 1s J,
The incurable Scriblers, 2re unduubt-‘}'
edly a very confiderable Society, and
of that Denomination, 1 would ad- |
mit at leaft 40 thoufand ; becaufe it
is to be fuppofed, chat fuch Incura- |
k ' D bles
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| . Day.
bles will be found in greateft Dif-
trefs for a daily Maintenance. And,
if we had not great Encouragement
to hope, that many of that Clafs >zoqa
would properly be admitted among
- the incurable Fools, 1 {hould ftrenu-
oufly intercede to have 1o or 20
thoufand more added. But their al-
lowed Number will amount to 3
Incurable Coxcombs, are very numerous:
And confidering what Numbersare
annually imported from France and
Italy, we cannot admit fewer thany
1o thoufand, which will be '
Incurable Infidels, (as they affe& to bc"l

iy

—

599

called) fhould be reccived into the
Hofpital to the Number of 10 thou-
fand: However, if it fhould acci-
dentally happen, to grow into 2
Fathion to be Befievers, it is pro-
bable, that the great part of them,
would, in a very fhort time, be
difmiffed from the Hofpital, as
perfectly cured. Their Expence i
would be | J |

> 500

e

of the Kingdom: And making Al-
lowance for Citizen’s Wives, Mercer’s
Prentices, News-Writers, old Maids, \, 1500
and Flatterers, we cannot poflibly 1
allow a fmaller Number, than 30
thoufand, which will amount to

Tncurable Liers, are infinite in all Parts“

i
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. Day.
The Tncurably Envious arein vaft Quan-{’ 4 )’
tities throughout this whole Nation,
- Nor can it reafonably be expected,
that their Numbers fhould leffen,
while Fame and Honours are heaved
upon fome particular Perfons, as}
the publick Reward of their Supe-
rior Accomplifhments; while others, :
who are equally excellent, in theiri’ e

own Opinions, are conftrained to live
unnoticed and contemned. And as it
would be impoffible to provide for
all thofe who are pofiefled with this
Diftemper, I fhould confent to ad-
mit only 20 thoufand at firft by way }*
of Experiment, amounting to 3
. Of the Incurably Vain, Affeted, and i

Impertinent, 1 {hould at léaft admit §
10 thoufand. Which Number I am I
confident will appear very inconfi- |,
derable, if we include all Degrees of
Females from the Dutchefs to thep 50Q
Chamber-Maid ; all Poets, who have
had a litele Succefs, efpecially in

 the Dramatick Way ; and all Play-
ers, who have met with a fmlaall

- Degree of Approbation. Amounting
only to - 3

!

-

=

Py
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~ By which plain Computation it is evident,
that two hundred thoufand Perfons will be
daily p.mvidtd for, and the Allowance for

maintaining this Collection of Incurables, may
be feen in the following Account.

p. Day.

r Fools, being 20,000 at one
Shilling each TR
Knaves at 30,000 Ditto 1500
Fortheln- | Scolds * 30,000 1500
curable < S8c¢riblers 40,000 2000
Coxcombs 10,000 500 |
Infidels 10,000 500
LLzers 40,000 1500
Forthe In- ( Envious 20,000 1000
curably Fam 10,0C0 500

Total mainawn’d 200,000 Tot. Ex. 10,000 |

_nﬂI

From whence it appears, thatny M. 7. H.
the daily Expence will a- |

“~ mount to fuch a Sum, asin
365 Days comes to

3,650,000 |

And Iam fully fatisfied, thata Sum, much
greater than this, may eafily be raifed, with
all pofiible Satisfaction to the Subject, and
without interfering in the leaft with the Re-|
venues of the Crown. '

S5 A o Ind
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~ In the firft place, a large Proportion of this
Sum might be raifed by the voluntary Con-
tribution of the Inhabitants. |
The computed Number of People in Greas
Britain, 1s very little lefs than eight Millions;
of which, upon a moft moderate Computa-
tion, we may account one half to be Incura-
bles. And, as all thofe different Incurables,
whether acting in the Capacity of Friends,
Acquaintances, Wives, Husbands, Daughters,
Counféllors, Parents, Old-Maids, or Old-Bat-
. chelors, are inconceivable Plagues to all thofe
with whom they happen to be concerned ;
and as there is'no Hope of being eafed of
fuch Plagues, except by fuch an Hyfpital,
which by Degrees might be enlarged to con-
tain them all: T think, it cannot be doubted,
that at leaft 3 Millions and an Half of People,
out of the remaining Proportion, would be
found both able and defirous, to contribute
{o fmall a Sum as 20 Shillings per Annum, for
the Quiet of the Kingdom, the Peace, of pri-
. vate Families, and the Credit of the Nation
in general. And this Contribution would

‘amount to Very near our requifice Sum.

Nor can this by any means be efteemed 2
~ wild Conjecture; For, where is there a Man
 of common Sexnfe, Honefly, or Good-Nature,

who would not gladly propofe even a much
greater Sum, 0 be freed froma S:z'a[d, a Knawe,
a Fudl, a Lier, a Coxcomb conceitedly repeat-
ing the Compofitions of ozbers, ora vain 1m-

pertinent Poct repeating his owr? In
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In the next Place; it may juftly be fup-_
pofed, that many young Noblemen, Knights;
Squires, and extravagant Heirs, with very
large Eftates, would be confined in our Ho/~
pital. . And I would propofe, that the annual
Income of every particular Incurable’s Eftate,
{hould be appropriated to the Ufe of the Houle.
But, befides thefe, there will undoubtedly be
many old Mifers, Aldermen, Fuftices, Directors
of Companies, Templers, and Merchants of all
Kinds, whofe Perfohal Fortunes are immenfe,
and who fhould proportionably pay to the,
Hofpital.

Yet, left by being here mifunderftood, I
fhould feem to propofe anunjuft or oppreflive
Scheme, 1 {hall further explain my Defign.

Suppofe, for inftance, a young Nobleman,
poflefled of 10 or 20 thoufand Pounds per An-
num, thould accidentally be confined there,
as an Incurable: I would have only fuch a
Proportion of his Eftate, applied to the Sup-
port of the Hofpital, as he himfelf would
{pend, if he were at Liberty. And after his
Death, the Profits of the Eftate fhould regu-
larly devolve to the next lawful Heir, whe-
ther Male or Female. _

And my reafon for this Propofal, is; be-
caufe, confiderable Eftates, which probably
would be fquandered away among Hounds,
Horfes, Hawks, Whores, Sharpers, Surgeons,
Taylors, Pimps, Majjuerades, or Architects, if
left to the Management of fuch Incurables;

would, ,
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would, by this Means, become
Ufe both to the Pué;’z'cé and then?fglf::le Eﬁ
perhaps this may be'the only Method which
_t:an_ be fOllﬂd? to make fuch young Sﬁfﬂd-
thrifts of any real Benefit to their Country, :

And altho’ the Eftates of deceafed In.
curables might be permitted to defcend to
the next Heirs, the Hofpital would probab

. A probably

fuftain no great Difadvantage; becaufe, it is
very likely, that moift of thofe Heirs would
_ali:u eradually be admitted under fome Deno-
mination or other; and confequently their
" Eftares would again devolve to the Ufe of the
Hofpital. -
~ As to the wealthy M:fers, &c. I would have
their private Fortunes nicely examined and
calculated ; becaufe, if they were o/d Batche-
lors, (as it would frequently happen) their
whole Fortunes fhould then be appropriated
to the Endowment; but, if married, I would
Jeave two thirds of their Fortunes, for the
Support of their Families; which Families
would chearfully confent to give away the
" remaining third, if not more, to be freed from
fuch peevith and difagreeable Governors.
~ So that, deduéting from the two hundred
thoufand Incurables, the 4o thoufand Scrzb-
Jers, who, to be fure, would be found in very
bad Circumftances; I believe, among the re-
maining hundred and fixty thoufand Fools,
Knaves, and Coxcombs, fo many would be

found of Large Eftates and Eafy Fortunes, as
R0 | would
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would at leaft produce two hundred thoufand
Pounds per Annum. R : .
As a further Addition to our Endowment,

;
}

g

i
.
o

T would have a Tax upon all Infcriptions on -
T ombftones, Monuments, and Obelishs ere@ed ta
the Honour of the Dead, or on Porticds and
Tropbies to the Honour of the Living : Be- |
caufe thefe will naturally and properly come |

under the Article of Lies, Pride, Vanity, &c.

And, if all Inferiptions throughout this King- -
dom, were impartially examined, in order to

tax thofe which fhould appear demonftrably

W B

" fuch a Scrutiny, efcape exempted.

Many an ambitious turbulent Spirit would
then be found, belied with the oppofite Title:
of Lover of his Country; and many a Middle-
fex: Fuftice, as improperly defcribed, fleeping

n Ha;e of Salvation.

Many an Ufurer, difcredited by the Appel-

lations of Aoneftand frugal; and many a Law-
yer, with the Charac&er of confcientious and
equitable. -

Many a Britith Statefman and General, de-

caying, with more Honour than they lived;
and their Dufts, diftinguifhed with a betteg

one fifth Part of the Number, would, after

falfe or flattering, I am convinged, that not

Reputation, than when they were animated.

Many dull Parfons, improperly ftiled Elo-

quent ; and assmany {tupid Phyficians, impros .

‘bably ftiled Learned.

Yet;,
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Y et nOtWithﬁ'ﬂnding the Extenfivenels of
a Tax upon fuch Monumental Impofitions, 1 will
count only upon 20 thoufand, at five Pounds
per Annum each, which will amount to ope
hundred thoufand Pounds annually.

To thefe Annuities, I would alfo requeft
the Parliament of this Nation, to allow the Be-
nefitof two LorTEeRIES yearly; by which the
Hofpital would gain two hundred thoufand
Pounds clear. Nor can fuch a Requeft feem
any way extraordinary, fince it would be ap-
propriated to the Benefit of Fuols and Knaves,
which is the fole Caufe of granting one for
this prefent Year.

In the laft Place, I would add the Eftate of
Richard Norton E{quire; and to do his Me-
mory all poffible Honour, I would have his
Statue eretted in the very fir/f Apartment of
the Hofpirtal, or in any other which might
feem more apt. And, on his Monument, I
would permit a long Infcription, compofed
by his deareft Friends, which fhould remain

. Tax-free for ever.

From thefe feveral Arucles therefore,
would annually arife the following Sums.

E From
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¥ - M. 95, H. §

; P. Ann.
From the voluntary Contributions 3,500,000

From the Eftates of the Incurables 200,000
By the Tax upon Tombftones,Mo-
numents, &¢. (that of Richard % 100,000
Norton E{q; always excepted)
By two annual Lotteries 200,000
By the Eftateof Richard Norton EAq. 6,000

e

Total 4,600,000

And the neceflary Sum for the} 6 5
Hofpital being 3,950:.09
‘There will remain annually over

and above } 356,000

=1

Which Sum of 356,000 Z fhould be ap-
plied towards erecting the Building, and
to anfwer accidental Expences, in fuch a
manner, as fhould feem molt proper to pro-
more the Defign of the Hyfpital. But the
whole Management of it fhould be left to
the Skill and Difcretion of thofe, who are to
be conftituted Governors. ,

It may, indeed, prove a Work of fome
{mall Difficulty, to fix upon a commodious
Place, large enough for a Building of this
nature.. I fhould have thoughts of attempt-
ing to enclofe all YorksHIRE, if I were not

2 appre-
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apprehenfive, that it would be crowded with
{o many incurable Knaves of its own Growth,
that there would not be the leaft room left
for the Reception of any others: By which
Accident, our whole Proje&t might be retard-
ed for fome Time.

Thus have I fec this Matter in the plaineft
Light I could, that every one may judge of
the Neceffity, Ufefulnefs, and Praticablenefs
of this Scheme: And I fhall only add a few
{cattered Hints, which, to me, feem not alto-
gether unprofitable.

I think the Prime-MinisTER for the
Time being, ought largely to contribute to
fuch a Foundation; becaufe his high Station
“and Merits muft of Neceflity infe&t a great
Number with Exvy, Hatred, Lying, and {uch
fort of Diftempers ; and of Confequence fur-
nith the Hofpital annually with many Iz-

curables.
I would defire, that the Governors ap- -

pointed to diret this Hofpital, thould have (if
fuch a thing were poflible) fome Appearance
of Religion, and Belief in God ; becaute, thofe
who are to be admitted as incurable Jujidels;
Atheifls, Deifts, and Freetbinkers, mott of which
Tribe are only fo out of Pride, Conceit, and
Affectation; might perhaps grow gradually into
Believers, if they perceived it to be the G/
fom of the Place where they lived,

E2 Altho?
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Altho’ it be not cuftomary for the Na-
tives of Ireland to meet with any manner of
Promotion in this Kingdom, I would, in this
Refpet, have that National Prejudice enurely
laid afide; and requeft, that for the Reputa- -
tion of both Kingdoms, a /arge Apartment
in the Hofprtal may be fitted up, for Irifb-
men particularly, who either by Kravery, Lewd-
nefs, or Fortune-Hunting fhould appear qua-
lified for Admittance: Becaufe, their Nom-
bers would certainly be very confiderable.

4 I would further requeft, that a Father, who
Jeems delighted at feeing his Soz Metamor-
ﬁhﬂfed into a Fop, or a Coxcomb, becaufe
e hath wavelled from London 1o Paris;
may ‘be fent, along with the young Gentle-
man, to the Hofpital, as an old Faol, abfo=

lutely incurable. PR &
 Ifa Poet hath luckily produced any thing,
efpecially in the Dramauck Way, which i
tolerably well received by the Publick, he
fhould be fent immediately to the Hofpital;
becaufe incurable Fanity is always the Con-
fequence of a /ittle Succefs. And, if his Com-
- pofitions be il received, let him be admitced
as a Scribler. .
And I hope, In regard to the great Paing
I have taken, about this Scheme, that I thall
be admitted upon the Foundation, as one of
the fcribling Incurables. But as an additional
Fayour, I intreat, that I may not be placed

in
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«n-an -Apartment with a Poes, who Hath
employed his Genius for the Stage; becaufe
- he will kill me with repeating his swn Com-
pofitions ; and I need not acquaint the World,
‘that it is extremely painful to bear any Non-
fenfe——, except our own, '

My private Reafon for {olliciting {0 early
to beadmitted, is; becaufe it is obferved that
Schemers and Projeciors are generally reduced
. to Beggary; but, by my being provided for in
the Hofpital, either as an Incurable Foo/ or 2
Scribler ; that difcouraging Obfervation will
for once be publickly difproved, and my Bre- +
thren in that way will be fecure of a publick
Reward for their Labours.

It gives me, L own,a great Degree of Hap_
pinefs, to refle®, that altho’ in this fhort
Treatife, the Characters of many Thoufands
are contained, among the vaft Variety of In- .
. curables; yet, not any one Perfon is likely
to be offended; becaufe, it is natural to ap-
ply ridiculous Charalers to all the World
. except our felves. And I dare be bold to

fay, that the moft incurable Fuw/, Knave,
- Scold, Coxcomb, Scribler, or Lier, in this
- whole Nacdon, will fooner enumerate the
Circle of their Acquaintance as addicted to
thofe Diftempers, than once imagine them-
felves any way qualified for fuch an Hy/~
pital.

I hope
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I hope indeed, that our wife Legiflature
will take this Proje& into their {erious Confi-
deration ; and promote an Endowment, which
will be of fuch eminent Service to Multitudes
of his Majefty’s unprofitable Subjects, and
may in time be of ufe to shemfelvesand their

Poflerity.

From my Garret, in MoorFiclds.
Aug. 10, 1733,

FINIS.



SO T HE

HONOURABLE
Houfe f COMMONS, &,

The bumble Petition of the Footmen in and about
the City of Dublin.

HumBLy SHEWETH,

HA'T your Petititioners are a great
and numerous Soczery, endowed wich
feveral Privileges, Time out of Mind.

That certain /lewd, idle, and diforderly
Perfons, for feveral Months paft, as it is
notorioufly known, have been daily feen
in the publick Walks of this City, habited
{fometimes in Green-Coats, and fometimes in
Jaced, with long Oaken Cudgels in their Hands,
and without Swords, in hopes to procure
Favour, by that Advantage, with a great

- Number of Ladies who frequent thofe Walks,

pretending and giving themfelves out to be

- true genuine Irifb Footmen. Whereas they

can be proved to be no better than common
Toupees; as a judicious Eye may foon difco-
ver, by their avkward, clumfy, ungenteel Gate
and Behaviour; by their Unfkilfulnefs in
Drefs, even with the Advantage of wear-
ing our Habits; by their ill favoured Coun-
3 tenances,



(32)
¢enances, with an air of Tmpudence and Dull-
nefs peculiar to the reft of their Brethrens |
Who haveé not yet arrived at that tranfcen- -
dent Pitch of Affurance. Although, it may
be juftly apprehended, that they will do foin -
time, if thefe Counterfeits fhall happen to
fucceed in their evil Defign, of paffing for

real Footmen, thereby to render themfelves
more amiable to the Ladies.

Your Petitioners do further alledge, that
many of the faid Counterfeits, upon a frict
Examination, have been found in the very
A& of flrutting, fwearing, flaring, [wagger-
ing in a manner that plainly thewed their beft
Endeavours to imitate us. Wherein, altho™
they did not fucceed, yet by their ignorant
and ungainly way of copying our Graces,
the utmoft Indignity was endeavoured to be
caft upon our whole Profeflion.

Your Petitioners do therefore make it theit
humble Requeft, that this Honourable Houfe
(to many of whom your Peitioners are nearly
allied) will pleafe to take this Grievance into
your moft ferious Confideration: Humbly
fubmitting, whether it would not be proper,
that certain Officers mighe, at the publick
Charge, be employed to fearch for, and dif-
cover all fuch counterfeit Footmen, and carry
them before the next Fuflice of Peace ; by’

| whofe!
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whofe Warrant, upon the firft Convition,
- they f(hould be ﬁnppd of their Coars, and
Oaken Ornaments, and be fet two Hours in
the Stocks. Upon the fecond Conviion,
befides ﬂr:ppmg, be fet fix Hours in thf:
Stocks, with a Paper pinned on their Breaft
ﬁgmfymg their Crime, in large capital Let-
ters, and in the followmg Words. 4. B.
commonly called 4. B. Efq; a Toupee, and
a notorious Jmpoflor, who prefumed to perfo-
nate a frue Irifh Footman.

And for any further Offence the faid
TFoupee fhall be committed to Bridewell,
whipp’d three times, forced to hard L aHom
for a Month, and not be fet at Liberty, till
he fhall have given fufficient Security for his
good Behaviour.

Your Honours will pleafe to obferve with
what Lenity we propofe to treat thefe enor-
mous Offenders, who have already brought
fuch a Scandal on our Honourable Calling,

- that feveral well-meaning People have mif-
taken them to be of our Fraternity; in di-
minution to that Credit and Dignity where-
with we have fupported our Station, as we
always did, in the Worft of Times. And
we further beg leave to remark, that this
was manifeftly done with a /ffz’rfzam Defign,

‘to render us lefs capable of ferving the Psri»—
FE fick






