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REVIEW
EXCISE - SCHEME, &,

E have been often told in publick;
“that every Body bath done with

the Excise, except the CRAFTS=

MAN ; Whereas 1t appears by Ac-

counts from all Parts of the

Kingdom, that the People are
, : very far from having dove with
iz, and feem to be in no fuch Difpofition, till
They have fecured Themfelves and their Pofterity,
as far as it lies in their Power, againft the Revi=
val of it. Nay, it is manifeft that even the Pro-
Jector Himfelf hath not yet dowe with bis Scheme,
for though fuch a national Rebufl’ as He lately
met with from all Parties was fufficient, one would
think, to induce any Man in his right Senfes to
drop a Projec {o univerfally odious, and to bury
it, if pefiible, in eternal Oblivion; yet it is very
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gain ‘from his Conduct that either the natural
ondnefs of 'a Parent for his Off-fpring, however
deformed, the Vanity of Power, and Impatience
of a Defeat, or the terrible Exigency of his Affairs,
and fome fecret Engagements, not fit to be re-
veald, have got the better of his Reafon, and are
- predominant in his Mind above all other Confide-
rations. I do not fpeak This without good Grounds;
fory not to infift on the Converfation of his Agents
and Emiffaries in Coflee-houfes and other publick
Places, or even the Language of much bigher Per-
fons, He hath taken effectual Care to. convinee us
that the fame Defign is flill in being, and that He
only waits a more convenient Opportunity for put-
ting it in Execution. Ever fince his memorable
Overthrow laft. Spring, the whole Pofie of his Ad=
vocates have been taught to tune their mercenary
Quills in Praife of the Attempt, and to mourn over
the Lofs of it. A Multitude of fele¢t Hands, in
misifierial Pay, have been employed to frame Apo-
logies for Him, of various Kinds ; and the poor,
backney Beafls of the Poft-Office have crouch'a un=
der their Burthen. Circular Letters have been fent
in the Name of Mr. Jos. Bert, to all the Pof=
maflers in the Kingdom, with Orders z0 make thefe
Papers as publick as They cany to [fend up the
Naiies of all Perfons within their Delivery, wha
keep Coffee-boufes, where Gentlemen refoit to read
the News, that They likewife may be furnifbed with
then (GrATIs 3 and even moft private Families of
any INote have had them crouded in upon Them.
by the fame Hands. -
"Though the Pofi-Office was never before profti=
tuted in fuch a Manner, this Method of difperfing
Pamphlets is not new in it felf; but only a dull
dmitation of Doctor Auodyne and other Quacks of
T & the



the Towny who are obliged to write Books in
their own Praife, and order them to be given a--
way gratis to all Perfons, who will be {o kind as
to read them. But Doctor- Anodyne, like moft
Originals,hath vaftly the Advantage of his Initator ;
for nobody  ever charged the 2ok, which He puts
about Children’s Necks, with doing any Mifchief’;
whereas the Projecfor’s Packets contain nothing but
Infection and, like Pandora’s Box, are defign’d to
fpread Mifchicf, wherever. they are opened.

It would be endlefs to enumerare, and much more
to anfwer, all the Productions of this Kind, which
have been fpread through the Kingdom wichin a
few Months paft ; but ome of ‘them having been
difpers’d in uncommon Quantities, and with more
than ordinary Induftry, I am induced to béftow
fome Pains upon it ; and from this Specimen of
their Reafoning I fhall lcave my Countrymen to
judge of the reft.

We were given to underftand, {feveral Months
ago, that a notable Treatife was coming forth,
which would intrely {atisfy the People, as to the
true Intention of the late Excife-Scheme ; nay, it
was confidently affirm’d that the Projecfor had em-
ployed one of his Prelatical Advocates to draw it
up; but by feveral charalteriftical Strokes con-
tained in it, T am apt to think that my Fricnd
Curys was the Penman of this Piece, in Conjun-
Etion with that confummate Statefinan, whofe Blun-
ders in foreign Affairs are now come to their full
Maturity, and who fcems ambitious, at prefent,
to diftinguith his Genins as confpicuoufly, in Points
of domeflick Government.

Before I enter into the Matter of this favourite
Treatife, 1 cannot forbear ftopping a little at the
Zit'Page ; in which our Auther condefcends to
~hcliad; - g
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imitate thofe fad Dogs the Fintners -and Wine=
Brewers, who frequently hang out a fine, gilded
Byfb, in order to put off bad Ligyors—It runs in
the following Words. _: _

he Rife and Fall of the late projeited Excisg
impartially confider'd. By a Friend to the EnecrLisn
CONSTITUTION. ' :

It is impoflible for any Pamphlet to bear an
honefter Title; but as foon as I open'd it, the
Marks of a miuniflerial Hack difcoverd Themfelves.
in every Page ; for inftead of finding this Affair
impartially confider’d, as onc might reafonably ex=
pect trom a Friend to the Englifb Conflitution, the
whole Piece appeared to be a fordid Juftifica~
tion of the Meafures on one Side, and the fillicft
Mifreprefentation of the Oppofition on the other.—
But 1 have not yetdone with the Zitle 5 for even
the Motto deferves a little Confideration, It ftands
thus, both in the Pamphiet it fclf, and all the 4d-
wertifenicits,

Remember, O my Friends, the Laws,

. The Liserty, the generous Plan of Power,
Deliverd down by your renown’'d Forefathers,
The Price of fo wmuch Blood, and wnever [uffer
Iz to perifo in your Hands. Carto.

Upen reading thefe Lines, T remember’d fome=
thing like them; but was furprized to fee the
Tragedy of Cato quoted for them, and was fure
that Mr. Appison could not be guilty of cloath-
ing {o noble a Sentiment in fuch low, flat, inhar-
monious Verfification. I therefore immediatel
took down his Works, and, turning to- the Pag
fage, found it thus, wviz.
L3 \ S, ~
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o Rewembery O any Friends,the Laws, thé Rights,
The genevous Plan of Power deliver'd down,

- From Age to Age, by your renown’'d Forefathers,

. So dearly bought, the Price of (o much Blood!

< 0, let it never perifb in your Hands,

 But pioufly tranfmit it to your Children !

The Reader will obferve, upon compating thefe
Verfes together, that there is not fo much as one
Line alike; and that the Confiderer, by transfu-
fing them into his 77t/e Page, hath loft all the Spi-
rit, all the Mufick, all the Cadence, and all the
Pathos, which are fo beautiful in the Original.
‘Never was fo fine a Writer mangled in fo terrible
2 Manner. It puts me in minf of an igmorant,
Coantry Curate, who fpent the greateft Part of his
Life 1n correting 'I'E'.?agﬁgr;’s Sermons into bad
Language, and preaching them for his own.—
Can 4ny Body ef a tolerable Ear read the laft
Luine, without being thock’d ? If our excellent Lad-
reat had been on one Side of this Scribbler, and
‘Stepbén  Duck on the other, They would cer-
tainly have lugg’d Him by the Ears, telling Him
‘that Cato was a fine Poem and
‘ | ——They would never fuffer

Yt to perifb in bis Hands,

, E - Cynthius Aurens
Vellit €3 admonuit,

This very Circumftance almoft confirms me in
‘the Conjecture that Carus was the Manufaéturer of
this Piece, under the Direétion of his Mafter Ho-
race; for 1 am fure thefe Lines, as He hath quo-
ted %hem, found more like an Irifh Howl than the
“Poetry of our Englifb Virgil.

Belides, the Fellow’s Fudgment is as bad :f:té-: his
- ' ar;

T
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Far ; for what had Caro,or Mr. App1sox to do
at the Head of a Pamphlet, written in Defence of
a Scueme for giving up sar Laws and Lisex-
tiEs, in onc of the moft eflential Articles ? He
might as well have quoted the Seventh Command=
ment, in}]]uftiﬁc&tiﬂn of Adultery.

The Picce itfelf contains nothing but a dull -
Repetition of the fame empty Stuff, in Favour of
Excifes, which hath been anfwered above fifty
Times already ; interlarded with the fame Strain of
perfonal Calumny, and {fome new Aflertions, as Cap-
tain Gulliver calls them, of Things that ave not.

Indeed, all the Coart Writers continue to treat
this Subject juft as if it had never been examined
before 5 and infift on the fame fiale Topicks of
Frauds, Improvement of the Revenue, and Relief
Jrom other Taxes, without taking the leaft Notice
of* what hath been faid, in Anfwer to Them; fo
that I find my felf in the fame Condition with
Andrew Marvel, when he was contending for Li=
berty, againft that infamous Tool Doctor Parker 5
and as I am engaged with an Adver/ary of the
fame Stamp, anc% in 2 Caufe of the fame Kind,
Mr. Marvel's Apology muft be minec.—What bave
wy Readers and I to do, but pity one ancther? I
muft quote all over again, and They vead it 4l ;
and you will affirm, and deny ; demy and afirm,
without any Regard to Truth, or Honefly 5 and yet
all This and more We muft endure, out of Love #o
Juftice, . :

- However, T will give the Publick as little Trou-
ble as poffible, by contra@ing my Remarks into
the fhorteft Compafs, and referring the Reader to
other Writings, where the famc Arguments, or

“Aflertions, have been more fully examined and
confuted. v A

The Confiderer bogins with acquainting ys that



Bhe late Scheme is intirely laid afide; ihat Thofe,
Who were once for ity will never attemipt it a fecond
Time ; that They, of all Munkind, are the Jeaff

. Jikely to bring it again on the Carpet 5 and. there=
- fore that all Apprebenfions of Danger from Them
are undoubtedly at an End ; with {eyeral other |
Expretfions of the fame Kind, which are fcatter'd

.~ through the whole Pamphler; and ought to be
look’d upon only as fo many Affertions of 7hings;
that are not ; for though we are told that Zefides

1he ma% exprefs and pofitive. Aflirances to this

Purpofesg¥ e may be convinced of it from the Na+

ture of Lhings 5 I never heard of any fuckh Affus

. #ances, unlefs the prefent Declaration of our Aua

| Zkor deferves that Title; and if we may judge

v from the Nature of Things, there is the firongett

Acafon to believe that the Scheme il {ubfifts in

its full Vigour. 'The Projecdor Himfclf hath been

{o far from giving it upgsthat his Advocates have

been employed, for feveral Months patt, in trums

 peting forth the Advantages of it; and condoling

with their Countrymen on the Mifeariiage of {d

national a Bleffing. "They have even had the Info-

lence to tell-us, both in publick and.private; that

{o glorivus a Bl willy one Day, pafs by the ge=

neral Confent, nay even at the Requeft, of 4/

Parties 5 and the whole Drift of the. Pamphlet

now before us is manifefily calculated to work up

the People to fuch.a Frenzy. 'This will appear
more evident in every Page; as We go along:

& Let us therefore fee the State of the Cale, as

" the Confiderer hath drawn it up; between the

Projestor and his Oppofers.

" The Scheme it felf; fays He; and the Advans

¥ tages, or Inconvenicnees of it being intirely over;

£ it only remains to enquire who arc entited to,

¢ our Refentment; (if any muft be f:xptf:is’dﬁﬁpiﬁ

B ¢ the
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« the Occafions) Thoe Geutlemen, who propofed
“ this Scheme for preventing Fraudss or Thofe,
 who for the Sake of Oppofition, would fuffer
 thofe Frauds to continue diill.”—What a modett,
impartial Creature 15’1 his ; and how very candidly
does He ftate the Point in Difpute ? The Pro=
gector, good Man! had no other View, you fec, in
propofing this Scheme than meerly the Prevention
of Frauds ; and his wicked Adverfaries, to a Man,
were attuated by nothing but a Spirit of Oppofs-
tion. Grant the Confiderer but this one Point, apd
I will defy the fhreudeft Man alive to anfwer the
reft of his Book.—~Whatever Libertics He may
take with #hefe Mulignants, who oppofed the Bill,
far be it tfrom me to call in Queftion the Honour
and Integrity of any Gentleman, who voted for it.
Let his Words ftand in their full Extent, thate
thefe Gentlemen were {wayed by no other Motive
than the Good of their Country 5 yet, at the fame
Time, T muft lay Claim to a fmall Degree of
Aftonifhment that this political Ray of Patrioti{m
thould illuminate only owe Set of Meiry and that
the whele Kingdom: befides, both in Parliament
and out of it, fhould be in a State of Reprobationy
blinded with the Spirit of Oppefition to their own
Intereft, as well as That of the Nation,

He proceeds in the fame impartial Manner as
follows. — ¢ "T'he real Foundation, upon which the
“ Gentlerizen for the Bill procecded, was This-and
“ no other. They belfeved it both reafoniable and
“ beneficial to take off the beavie of the Dutics
“ We now lye under, it This could be done,
« without laying a wew Zax, meerly by coileéting
¢ the proper Duties upon Wine and Tobacco.

‘The People’s Memory muft be as unfound . as
the Excife Advocates reprefent their Jodgment, if
They have forgot that the Projecfor was fo far

fsom
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from making any of his Excifes a Foundation f'ul"
* taking off o/d Duties, that the Power and Profit,
which accrued to Him by new Levies of Officers,
in his firft Attempts, encouraged Him to proceed
in the fame Track, and revive o/d Duties, inftead
of taking off any, which before exifted. As for
Inftance, the Excile on Coffée, Tea and Chocolate
was utherd in by the’ fume Projector with {folemn
Promifes of great Fafc to the Subject, and that it
would prove a Means of difcontinuing other Dy-
ties more burtbenfome. But how were thefe golden
Promifes periorm’d ? Why, by the Revival of the
moft heavy Tax, that cver was laid on any Peo-
ple; 1 mean the Excife on * Sali. As the Revi-
val of this Excife proceeded from the Excife on
Coffee, Tea and, Chocolate, 1o the intended Excife
on Wine and Tobacco would undoubtedly have been
followed with an KExcife on Sugar and other
Things, notwithitanding any minifierial Promifes
to the contrary.

The Reafons affign’d, in the next Paragraph, for
the Excife Schemz, arc "the Negligence and Cor-
ruption of ny?ﬂﬁr-fmﬂ ¢ Officers 5 That is, of Ser-
vants intirely at the .D ofal of the Projector. ’Why
are They wmegligent ¢ ]fcc,a,uic often in an Hurry?
To This I think it may be anfwered, that the
Nation can better {pare 7Z7me than Mm;qy, and
the Difference in TPmc: between doing a Thing
#ight, and doing it wrong, is not very great. lc
does_not therefore feem reafonable that the Nation
thould be brought into an expenfive and deflruive
Scheme, for the Sake of an Holiday, and fome
Hours of Afternoons Diverfion to their Servants.
—But why are thefe Officers corrupt 2 As to ‘Thats
our Authoris quite lilent, and would willingly thl{:lw

B 2 the:
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¥ Sece the Cafe of the Revival of the Salt Duty, &,
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the whole Blame upon the AMerchants and Traders,
who corrupt them ; though it hath been fully pro-
ved that ¥ this Evil hath another Root, and is
chicfly owing to the great Patent Offces held in
"Truft for Perlons, who never go near the Cuflom=
Foufz, but leave the Execution of their Duty to
Deputies, with little or no Salaries; which they are
obliged for a Maintenance to make up in Pergui-
fpites. Thefe Patent Officers were eftablithed, and
had Deputies allowed Them, when the Cuffoms
were but § per Cent. and confequently there was
but little "['emptation for Frauds. Another Reafon
for thefe Frauds is, that the infevior Offiers of the
Cuflom-boufe are not in the Nomination of the Com=
miffioncrs, like the Officers of Excife, but arc aps
pomted by the Zreafury; and, when found guilt

of any Offence, are trequently fupported by 77 Eiﬂﬁz:
who firft recommended Them. In This confifts

the only Difference between Esxcifemen and Cu=
fom=koufe Officersy as to their Probity and Con-
duct 1n the Colleétion of the Revenue. This was
confefs’d by the Comumiffioners of the Cuffoms them-
{elves, at the Bar of the Houfe; though it was
vifible enough that the Subftance of their Evidence,
I know not by what Management, was far from
being calculated either for the Credit, or Intereft
of their own Office. Ts it not therefore very hard,
that the Nation thould be at an exorbitant Price
to maintain a Parcel of Drones in thefe great Sines
cttresy and at the fame Time pay for the Infidelit

of their  Deputies 5 nay, even have their Liberties
taken away, in order to prevent Frauds, which are
occafioned by the Neglect of the Projeor Him-
delf; who hath one of the moft confiderable of #kefe

Offices

* Sce the Budget opened, &c. p. 14. and the Crafifman,
Numb. 360, '
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Offices in his Family, for feveral Lives, befides
numberlefs other Employments?

We are told that the Frauds and Abufes, that
do alveady appear from the Report of the Commit-
tee, are very extenfrve and important. How im-
portant 'They are, hath been alrcady * confidered,
and may be {een in the R eport itfel . from whence
" this #mpartial Gentlemnan infers, with his ufual Sa-
gacity, that the Frauds undifcovered muf lbe wery
pumerous, when Gentlemen, #ot at all converfunt in
fuch unjuft Pradtices, fbould, in the fbort Time al-
lotted to their Enquiry, be able to bring [o many to
Light—1 do not fee any Thing very wonderful
in This ; for can it be fuppofed that the Managers
of the Revente,who chief:y compofed 2his Committee,
by the particular Addrefs of the Proje7or, could be
totally unacquainted with the Frauds inthe Coll:Fion
of it; or, to ufe oar Author's Words, not at all
converfant in fuch unjuff Pratices ¢ They had all
the Advantages, which any Men could poffibly
have, in fuch a Cafe. I prefume it will not be
pretended that They were deny’d the Infight of
the Cuffom-houfe Books, or any other Afhitance,
which They thought requifite to a compleat Dif-
covery ; befides the Evidence, which had been col=
leéte:f before with incredible Pains, as the very
Foundation of the Excife-Scheme, and was parti=
cularly enumerated by the Projecfor Himfelf, when
He %‘f’c opened his Seheme in the Houfe.

Another Aflertion of the fame Kind is, that thefe
Frauds were Elrﬂvcd by proper and fubflantial Eviw
dence y though it appears by the Report that fome
of the Informers were corrupted Officers, who mufk
have been perjuredy that others were brought out
of Goals to bear Witnefs, upon this Occafion; and

that

X ke
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¥ See the {fmﬁj.im#, Numb. 369, 370,
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that even Sufpicions and Conjeffures were admit-
ted into it. "T'o 'This let us add that, in one In=
ftance, They went fo far back as the Year 1704,
which is a very large Retrofpect ; and, in every
Particular, feem to have been {upply’d with all the
Materials, which the Nature of the Cafe would
poflibly admit of —I dou’t mention thefe Particu-
lars with any Deﬁ%f of invalidaring the Author's
Aflertion, that the Revort was very fair and ju-
dicious ; tor it was certainly their %Juty to pick
up all the Evidence They could, and to make the
moft of it ; but only to obferve that it was not
altogether fo proper and fubflautial as He repre-
fents it

And here, fince it hath been thought proper to
rake up the Afhes of Sir Randolph Kuipe, 1 fhould
be glad to know what Steps have been taken, eci=
ther before or fince his Death, to procure Refti-
tution to the Publick for the Frauds laid to his
Charge.

The next Benefit propofed by this Scheme was
to prevent the Running and Brewing of Wine; but
it happens very unluckily that fome Commodities
already excifed are the moft rum 5 witnefs 7ea and
Brandy ; which muft always be the Cafe, where
the Duty is very bigh, and colleCted with the moff
Rigonr. For the T'ruth of this Faét, I appeal to
the Report it {elf; even that fair and judicious
Report, which the Confiderer quotes as Authority.
It is true, indeed, that great Quantitics of run
Tea and Brandy are daily {eiz’d ; buc We can ne-
ver be fure that any Seizure of run Goods is not
fraudulent, when the Daty is {o high as to aftord
a fufficient Profit to the Zrader, and a competent
Bribe to the Informer. "The Reafon of This is,
that frez’'d Goods pay no Duty. For FExample,
it is well known that. the cosrfe Zea, which is run

from
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from Holland, France and Flanders, can be afford-
ed’ at two Shillings per Pound, with at leaft 16/
per Cent. Profit to the T'rader; which, by the ad-
- ditional Value arifing from the Duaty of” 4s5. 64.
per Pound, We will fuppofe {fold for fix Shillings.
According to this Computation, 2000 Pounds
Weight ot 7z fold for 12,000 Shillings, or 600 .
parted according to Law, gives 2004 to the Iy
former (whom L {uppofe the Merchant’s Confede-
rate) and 400 L to the civil Liff. Now this Gain
accrues to the civil Liff from the Cuffoins, by the
Crowi's being, as it were, a Partner with foreign
Merchants, in a Trade deftruétive to the Nation.
——Thele are Frauds of infinitely more Moment
than what are practiced in the Zobacco Trade, and
upon which the Committee have exerted all their
Induftry; becaunfc They transfer the Trade of the
Nation into the Hands of Foreiguerss and this
Frand can never be prevented, whilft the Duty
tipon Commiodities is above double the original Value.
—— I muft likewifc take the Liberty to obferve,
that this Prafice is but little lefs detrimental to
the Publick than Smugling 5 for Goeds feiz’d and
. condemn’d are {old almott as cheap as run Goods,
and confequently are almoit equally prejudicial to
the fair Trader, who pays the Dutp. "This Eyil
might be eafily prevented by an A% of Parliament,
enjoining all feiz'd Gloods to be burnt or deftroy’d,
like damaged Tobacco and Wine, inftead of being

forfeited to the Crowmn.
The Confiderer feems to aficrt, though by Way
-~ of Interrogation, that there is not @ Man in Fng-
land, who believes that halt eof the common Draughs
of Taverns is really Wine or that the wretched
Stuff We mect with in all Country Inns, ever paid
Duty at the Ciflon-boufe, €3¢, ‘This ridiculous
Argu-
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Argument hath been fufficiently * expofed alreas
dy ; and therefore I fhall only obferve, firf?, that
He is the only Man in E#ngland, who will affirm
this Propofition in its full Extent.  However, the
poor Country Poftmaflers, moft of whom keep Iuus
and are commanded to propagate thefe Papers, are
highly obliged to the Projeifor for {o kind a De=
claration. Secondly, there are brew’d Wines made
of forcign Grapes, which are perfeétly wholefome.
T birdly, this Argument is manifeftly calculated for
increafing the Confumption of a foreign Commndity,
which muft inevitably turn the Ballance of Trade
againft us. .

What is faid in the next Paragraph about the
Increafe of balf a Million, by ths Excife of Wine
and Tobacco, the Projeidor Himfelf knows to be a
meer Chimzra. By the moft rigorous Colleétion
of the Duty upon Zobacco, it could not be proved
that there was even a Poflibility of raifing an addis
tional Sum of above 30,000 /. perr Ann. and That
chicfly upon North Britain ; which, if it could
have been colleted, muft have ended in the Ruin
of the People. As for Wine, if the Scheme was
at all praéticable, it is a Doubt whether, confi-
dering the Multiplicity of Officers, which would
have been abfolutely neceflfary to put it in Exes
cution, the Revenne would have received any - Im=-
provement from it. The Author, indeed, hath
plainly proved that Excifes would have been car-
ried on till They had brought in balf @ Million ;
T'hat is, have railed above a whole Aillion on the
People ;- or let us even fuppefe, as the Author in=
finnatcs, that the additional Sum, rais’d by Exci-
Jfes, might have been {ubftituted in Room ofa Laund
Tax of two Shillings in the Pound; would not

. ' . This

% See the Jecond Part of the Argument againft E.rn'ﬁ.r.:{:_c.
p- 49« The Budget open’d, Numb, 15:  Craftfman, p. 343
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"This have been cquivalent to raifing w0 Shilltngs
énthe Pound for cver >——How far levying what
was neceliary to dctray the anmual Expences of the
Government for a Perpetuity would have fupported
the Credit and Power of * Payliament, Ileave every
Man to judge. It it did not make Pariiaments
abfolutcly unncceflary, it was a very great Step
towards it ; tor I cannot agree with the Coufiderer
that the Application of this fuppoled Sum to the
current Expences of the Government, for which i¢
was originally intended, is the fame Thing a3 fiezs
ing the other Funds, which ate appropriated to
different Services ; * and many of our Kings, who
have aim’d at arbitrary Power, have donc moig
bold and more unpopular Things than This.

He is farther pleaied to aflert thatit is confefs’d
in an 4 authentick Piece, publithed by Francklin
Hindelf; that the Extenfion of the Excife Laws
to Wine and Zobacco would have raifed an addis
tional yearly Sum of five buudied thoufand Pounds,
'This 1s another Inftance of his abandoned Difice
gard to all Truth; for the Gestleman, who wrote
that Picce, takes the Projefor’s own Calculation
for granted, and argues only upon that Suppolis
tion. ;

Whether any Part of the Profits, which wotld
have arifen from the propofed Method; belonged
to the Civil Lift, is little to the Purpofe ; though it
is cercain, that whatever Improvement the publick
Revenue would have reccived from this Scheme, the
" fame Benefit muft have arifen in Proportion to thg
Civil Liff, whether that Part of the Duty had
been lett at the Cuffoms, as was at laft propofed,
or brought to the Excife, as was originally intended.

C The
B s i i
* Fee a late Tra&, intitled g Letter from a Dicawber of Pare
Jiament to bis Friend in the Cﬂ'!."ﬂ.l'?‘lj', &¢.
4 The Letter before mention’d,
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- "The Confrderer hath the Confidence to tell us
that the wery firft Appearance of this Scheme Jooks
fo agreeabley that it is no wonder Gentlemen, who
wift'd well to their Country, fbonld be pleafed with
it. Now This is fo fgv.r trom being true, that
the very firft Appearance of the Scheme deftroy’d it
for it was no fooner feen than univerfally explo=
ded s and though the Projestor obftinately perfifted
in puthing it on to the laft, it may be truely faid
that it received its Death’s Wound from the Mo-
ment of its Birth, if not in the very Womb of its
Parent. :
We are likewife told that the Defign was only
to excife foreign Commodities, which may be pro=
perly confider’d as Articles of Luxury. This is not
{trictly true ; for the Commodities of our own
Plautations are not foreign, in the fame Senfe with
"Thofe of Holland, Frauce and Spain. 1 allow that
it would fave Money to the Nation, if there was
not a Drop of Wine drank, and We could export
our Manufadures, without taking Wine in Ex-
change for them; but This is not practicable, nor
indeed defirable in our Circumftances ; for if every
‘Thing ought to be banifh’d as * Luxury, which
is not ablolutely neceflary to Lite, We muft bid
adica to Commerce at once. 1t 1s impotlible to
fix our Author to any Point. At one '].Pimf:, this
Scheme was defign'd to increale the Revenue, by in-
creafing the Confumption of #rue Wine. At ano-
ther, the Intention of it was to diminith Laxury,
and foreign Expence; which would intirely fruftrate
the firft Dejign.  1In fhorr, it is This, or That, or
any Thing, as it ferves a Turn. |
- "That #he Eafe and Intereft of the Gentlemen in
the Adminiftration did veally lye on the other Side

of

—

* . Sece a Pamphlet.intitled fome Thoughts on the Land-Taz,
General Excifes, &c. p. 17. 'The Craftfman, No. 3351, 352,
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of the Queflion, 1 am ready to allow; but They.
did not happt:n to think fo, when thf: Eihlblttd
their Projes?; and that T?aﬁ;p chofe the mqﬂ trouble-
fome Part, fﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬁf They thought it moff beneficial
to their Country, is juit fuch Stuff as was broach’d
by an Author of much the fame Scantling, about two
Years ago ; when the * bowourable Gentleman was
. pleafed to undergo the Fatigue of a long Struggle

for two Days together, and for many Hours cach
Day, in order to vaife five bundred thoufand Pounds
zpon SALT, when He could bave raifed the ¢ fame
Sum upor L N, without any Oppofition, in
ﬁnaﬁw of au Hour— There is certainly no great

erit 1 a Minifler's taking fome Trouble, tor a
great deal of Power and Profit; but the Misfor-
tune is that the Z7ouble, which this Gentleman fo
often gives Himlfelf, is always of fuch a Naturc
as the People would very gladly cxcufe. It con-
fifts in continued Attempts to lay new Zaxes upon
"Them, or making o/ ones more grievous to Them,
inftead of relieving Them from any Part of their

prefent Burthen 5 and 1 think it very ridiculous to
complain of the Zrouble, which He meets with
upon fuch Accounts.

As for the late, pretended Tendernefs for the
Landed Intereft, and the Hxpedients propofed to
rclieve it, the firf# appears to be infincere, and
the Jaff chimerical. However, let us examine this
Point a lictle ; for the Cafg/fcferer hath dropt one
Expreffion, which is not altogether infignificant.
He fays, p. 27, that there is no Tax more uncqual
thair Tﬁwr Jaid upon Lanp. Docs the Prﬂjﬂpfﬂa
therefore propofe to remedy this Evil/¢ INoj; on

(2 the

[ — i

* See a Letter to a Freeholder, on the late Reduliion of. the
Liﬂj Tﬂx; &c. P 5&
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the contrary, He hath * declaved, in the flrongeft
Teris, that as to the Manner of la}mg and pay=.
ing thls Tax, bowever uvequally it had been rais
fed on different Parts of ‘the I{"ﬂ;gdnfﬁ gt any
“Alteration, in this Cafe, was what He ﬁaﬂfd nem
ver propofe, or attempt ; that it was too much for
Him to venture upon that it was a inoft impratie
cable Work s and He belicved that wo Man
aworld ever enter upon ity as He was [ure, on bis.
own Party that He never fonld, "T'his was his
Declaration two Years ago; and yet I will urs
dertake to prove that every Argumcnt for the
late Excife Scheme will conclude as’ firongly for an
Alteration in the Manner of collesiing the Lanp
Tax, May it not be faid that an Eftate paying
but balf the Duty in one Place, which an Eftate
of the fame Rent pays in another, is an unreafo-
na fg Partiality, and ocught to be remedied ?
Ma not the landed Man, who is taxed to the Full
o] h;j Eftate, be comparcd to the fair Trader, who
dcﬁ:rvcs all the Care of the Government ; and the
Under-tax’d to the Smugler, who defrauds the Pub-
Vick of its juff Due? I it thould be faid that
Countics, where there is not an equal Plenty of
f:f:ﬂfdrmg Specie, cannot bear an equal Rate with
Countics in another Condition, is not the fame
Thing truc of any Duty raifed by Escife ¢ For

this Rmﬁ)n, I think it far from being impofhible
t‘mt the fame righteous Spirit may produce the
fame Arguments, on a proper Occalion, for 2 Re=
view' of the Land Tax : , cipecially, aitcr a thort
Ceffation of it. ‘The Freeholders can lay but little
Strefs on the Projedor’s Declavation, two Years
ago, that He would never wmake any fuch Atteupt
for it ought to be remcmber’'d that when He was
[:ha_rgcd at the fame Time, with intending the

Eb’#

® Sec a4 Letier 09 a Freehodder, & p- 74
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Revival of the Salt Duty as the Foundation of fome
ether Excifes, He deny’d it in as folemn Terms;
and yet it is well known that He brought his wew
Escife Scheme on the Carpet the very next Seffion.
Let the Landbolders therefore confider whether
He, who did not think fuch a Proje? too much for
Hiin to wventure upor, may not have Courage c-
nough, on fome great Emergency, real or prea
tended, to attempt the ozber.

The Confiderer, indeed, endeavours to perfuade
us that fuch Apprchenfions are ridiculous; but I
muit beg Leave to put Him in Mind that one of
his Icllow-Labourers was formerly pleas’d to
aflert, In Anfwer to the Craftfinan, * that the
Laxo-Tax is already colleted by the Laws
ofr Excrse; and + another Minifferial Wri-
zer hath fince made a Difcovery that the Com-
miffioners of the Land Tax, in all Counties, eafe
T hemfelves, and lay difproportioned Burthens on
their poorer Neighbours. Nay, the Confiderer Him-
fclt retails this Charge againft the Comuniffoners, in
the very fame Words, but fix Pages after his At-
tempt to ridicule the Apprchenfion of a Land-Ex-
¢ife. 1t therefore fome Frauds are already detects
ed in the prefent Method of colleGing the Land-
Tax, We may reafonably ?PD& that there are
many others undifcovered; and what can be more
equitable, according to the Projeifor’'s Way of ar-
guing, than to prevent them by .the fame Altera-
tion, which He propofed 1uWine and Zobacco; or,
as our Author more wittily expreflesit,y baving the
Lanp wifited by ExcyseMeN gnd regularly gauged 2

1 am

e ke e s o

* See the Courant of Saturday, Dec. 23, 1732 or the foi
| gond Part of an drgument, &c. p. 47.

t Sce the Daily Journal of Friday, dpril 27, 17333 or the
Crafifivan, Numb. 158, ‘ ' i
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1 am far from defigning to plead for Frauds of
any Kind. There is great Injuftice, no doubt,
and many Inconveniences attending them ; but
furely fome Remedy might be found out for them,
without apprefling the Subject, and endangering our
common Liberties. This. Mcthod of preventing
Frauds is jult like the Story I have heard of an
Irifb Soldier, who trying in vain to keep off a Fly
from his Qfficer’s Face, whillt He was afleep, knock=
ed it on the Head with the But-End of his Muf-

uet, and dafh’d his Aafler’s Teeth down his
"Lhroat at the fame Time.

As for caling of Land by Excifes, it hath been
fully proved by unanfwerable Authority that 4/
Taxes, in this Kingdom, ‘muft ultimately affect
Land 3 and it is certainly for the Intereft of the
Publick to raife their Taxes with the leaf} Expence
and Number of Officers poflible. Excifes arc Poll-
"Taxes upon the Confumer, raifed without Diftinc-
tion of Ranks, or Abilities, at an immoderate and
unneccflary Expence, which levy above double the
Sum upon the People, which They bring in to the
Government. "This is Matter of Experience.  For
Inftance, I am fure that every Individual in this
Kingdom pays-at leaft 94. a Year to the Duty
upon S#t ; {o that a Family of eight People pays
6s5. a Year, or 15. 64. aQuarter,; and there is
no real Diflerence in colleéting it Quarterly, or
Daily, as tothe People 5 but a very great one, as
to the Produce of the 7Zax ; for a Poll-Tax of 9d.
per Head on eight Millions of People would bring
in 300,000/ and if the Government had a Mind
to raile ‘only what the Sa/t 7ax produces at pre-
fent, They might exempt all the poor Families in
the Kingdom irom this Burthen.

What He fays concerning the Hardfhips of
Coantry Gentlemeny under @ thoufand Pounds a

g CdTy
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2ear, as well as the Parochial Clergy, is only a Rea

petition of the fame Argument, with Regard to the
* Salt Duty, and was {ufficiently anfwered at that
Time.

But the Projeior, it feems, carried his Views
ftill farther, and would not have been content with
taking off the Lawd 7ax only, if his Scheme had
fucceeded, but propofed likewife to leflen, or re-
move fome otber Duties, which lyc heavy upon the
Poor ; fuch as Thofe upon Soap, Candles, Leather,
&se. I wonder the Confrderer did not add the
Word modeft to impartial in his Title Page. It
is well known that the @/t 7ax is more univerfall
burthenfome to the Poor than any other Duty
whatfoever; and though it was taken off by Re-
commendation from the Throne, nay, even with
the Approbation of the konourable Gentleman Him-
felf ; yet it was laid on again, two Years after-
wards, in the very fame Parliament, by the very
fame Gentleman, and labourd as a Point, upon
which the Continuance of his Power depended.

It therefore his Affairs are grown fo defperate,
that He cannet part with owe fingle Tax, 1 leave
the World to judge how far They may depend on
his Promiles for taking off feveral others. I am
furc, at leaft, that it his Scheme would have relieved
us not only from the Land-Zax, but the Dutics
upon Soap, Candles and Leather, it muft have been
extended much farther than He hath hitherto ac~
knowledg’d ; for in order to effect all thefe good
¥inds, it muft have produced near a Million aid
an balf a Year, inttead of five bundred thoufund
Pounds, whichwas the utmott of his own roman-
tick Calculation. |

"There

-—— e

- *® See tie Cafe of the Revival, &< p- §1.



.. ‘There is, indeed, one Way of relieving the Pods
from thefe Taxes, without an Excife; for it the
annual Produce of the finking Fund, above a Mil-
Ziow, was approptiated to this Purpofe, the prefent,
patiopal Delb# would be cancelled by that Aillion,
if inviolably applied, in 28 Years, at 4 per Cent.
Intereft 3 and the Riches of the Nation increas'd
many Millions, at the End of that Term, by the
Increafe of 7rade, ariiing from the Abolition of
thofe burthenfome Taxes on our Manufatures.
A Motion to this Purpofe wasmade, laft Year, in
the Houfe of Lords ; viz. That the Produce of the
finking Fund /bould be apply’d, for the future, to-
wards redeeming fuch Taxes as are moff grievous
to the Subjecty opprefive to the Manufatlire, aud
deftruFive of Tvade. Bur this Motion p:s’d in
the Negative; and if the Payment of the publick
Debts a few  Years fooner is the principal Point
in View, I will venture to maintain a fceming
Paradox ; that the Abatenent of fome Taxes wmay
be the quickeft Way of clearing the national Delt.
It the Coufiderer difputes the Truth of this Pro-
pofition, I will join Iffue with Him, and appeal
to Figures; which are ftubborn Things, and will
not fubmit to his trifling Sophiftry. In
the mean Time, what can be the Meaning of the
Projector’s Inflexibility upon thefe Points? Will
not the World be apt to fay that He finds the
Zax-gathering Army tobe of more Service to. Him |
than even the fighting Arizy 5 fince the Augmentas
tion of the forizer feems to be perpetually running
in his Head, and cmploying his Thoughts? = *
. I cannot quic this Branch of the Argument,
without oblerving how much all the different
Branches of the Kingdom are obliged to #his
Gentlemagn, in their Turns. Having drain=
cd the poor Land-bolders very liberally, during
2 long Courfe of uninterupted Peace; He turn’d
his
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his Thoughts to the trading Part of the Nation,
‘and projected additional Burthens on Zhem, at a
‘T'ime when They were already ftaggering under the
Weight of former Preffures; occafioned by a long
Stagoation ot 7rade at bome, and the Interruption of
Commerce abroad; belides many gficvous Lofles,
by Captures and Depredations, - whilit their own
Hands were ty’d up from doing Themfcives Ju-
flice. —— But being defeated in this Project, by
the united Vigour ot the whole Nation, iie {cems
to have amother Scheme in Petto, and plainly intie
mates a Defign of taxing the Funps; tor amongtt
other Arguments to cajole the Frecholders, He
mentions the * Unreafonablene(s of taxirg Landed
Yftates, iw order that waft Sums of Mowey in the
¥unps, whick produce better Iitereft, may wnot be
Jubjeci to fuch Payments. What Sum bis Honour may
intend to raife thisWay, does not, yet appear; but
I believe the bare [ntimation of fueh @ Defign will
not found very agreeabie in the Hars of the uwbaps
py Proprictors of our publick Debts; who have als
xeady had their yearly lncome reduced oNE | E1xD
which, according to the Reafoning of 2 ce/tain Re=
prefentation, is equal to 4 thivd Part of their Pri=
¢ipal; end the Proprictors or South-Sea Stock have
beiides had a great Part of their Capital alreudy
ANNIHILATED, for the Payment of a vaft Debt,
fix’d upon Them without any fatisfaltory Account
how it arofe, or a proper Examnination into the Con-
duét of 1hofe, under whofe Management it was
contracted: T'o This We muft add the prefent me-
lancholy CircumfMnce of all the publick Creditors,
whofe Propertics are every Day finking in their Va-
lue to fuch a Degree, that the Projedor may fec

D Diftrefs

#* Pose -
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Diftrefs in the Face of évery Proprictor. T thall
therctore leave it to his own Conlideration, whe-
ther fuch a Menace of taxing our Funds can be
of any Service, at this Time, to the Support of
our {mking Credit; and the Publick will fee thro
the thin and wicked Artifice of playing the Lan-
ded, Trading and Monied Interefls againit each o-
ther, according as it ferves his Purpofes at diffes
rent Times; though nothing is more evident than
that thefe Interefls are infeparably united, and muft
ftand, or fall together.

Whatever ?hls Writer may think, it is cer-
tain that following the Trader into his Paults
and Cellars, or other private Repofitories of Goods,
whether run or not, 1s fome Abridgment of Eng-
lifb Liberty; and that every free and trading Na-
tion will avoid it, as much as poftible. The Re-
publicks of * Ho/land and Venice, who are as carc~
ful of their publick Revenues as We can, be, never
allow of any Juch Pradices ; and it is well known
that the Officers in Brance bave no Power to eutes
and [earch Heufes 3 {fo that our Excifes appear to
be of a worfe Kind than Thofe of other Nations,
even under arbitrary Govermments j and yet We
arc conftantly told by Mother Osborve and her
Affaciates, that We arc the happieft People upon
the Face of the Earth, and enjoy all the Liberty.
duwinan Nature is capable of.

~ But We are affured that thelc Regulations were
defigned only againit Swmagglers and Wine-Brewers.
Did the Bill then make any Diftinétion between
the fair Trader and Thew; or are all the Dealers
in 7obacco and Wine to pafs under that Denomi-
nation? ' -

ol
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Tt is farther argued that thefe injurious Dealerg
wight properly enough be fubjesi to the fame Law,
which the honeft Brewer of true Englith Beer is
continually under. This Argument hath juft as
much Force as the former, and is only quoting one
Grievance in Jullification of awsther. It is very
truc, that the loweft Brewer of true Englifh Beer,
Si the Confiderer emphatically ftiles Him) hath

n long fubject to thefe fevere Laws ; and o are
now many other boneft Traders, of diflerent Kinds,
Bur what then? Docs it follow from hence that
thefe Laws arce no Incroachment upon Liberty, and
Interruption to Zrade ; or that the Imconvenience
will not be increafed by the Extenfion of them?
This Argument is another Proot that the Scheme
had a more general Drift than the Projecfor thought
fit to own; for I will defy any Man to thew that
the Cafe of the Brewers might not be urged as
ftrongly for converting all our Taxes into Excifes,
as well as Thofe upon 7obacco and Wine. ,

Another Argument equally fallacious is, that
Places of Sale onlywere to be vifited, and that ze
Houfe was to be enter’d. 1 call This fallacious, and
might call it abfolutely falie; for the Words of the
Bill arc all Warebonfes, Storehoufes, Rooms, Shops,
Faults, Cellars and other Places, made ufe of for
the keeping, cutting, fripping, or otherwife inanu=
falturing any Tobacco. However therefore fome
great Merchants, who have Warchoufes feparate
from their Dwellings, might be free, in fome Mea-
fure, from the Vexation and Slavery of fuch In-
guifitors, I am fure this Aflerrion is abfolutely
falfe as to the Body of the Retailers, whofe Shops
and Storc-Rooms generally take up the greateft
Part of their Houfes, and are {o complicated to-

ther as to render them all liable to Inipeétion.
E?qr. the T'ruth of This, I appeal to the Druggifis,

: i Grocersy
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Groceys, Diftillers, and other Traders, who have
already the Misfortune to be under the Laws of
Excife. |

| Itj;s proper to obferve that the Confrderer and
his Brethren conftantly argue upon a Suppofition
that all the Profits of Frawds go into the Mer=
chaint's Pocket; and that the Confumer pays the
whole Duty. Now it unfortunately happens that
one of thefe Writers argued directly contrary to this
Suppofition, in the Cafe of the §a/t 7ax, by endea-
vouring to prove that the mtore Frauds were com-
mitted in the Collection of it, the cheaper would
Salt come to the Confumer. What a ftrange
Thing is it that thefe Men can never be a little
confiftent, nor remember their own Arguments for
a Year or two together? A

" But whichever Side of this Contradiétion is true,
I will venture to maintajn that whatever additis
onal Sum is raifed uponany Commodity, cither by
a new Tax, or more rigorous Collection of an 0/d
one, the Price of the Commodity will be augmen-
ted above double, in Proportion to the Augmenta-
tion of the Revenue ; ancr till the miniflerial Writers
can prove the contrary, all their Diftinétions be-
tween a mew Tax, and the different ColleGtion of
an old ome are vain and frivolous. o r
" The Confiderer {fecms to admit, amidft all his fing
Elogiums on ?his Bill, that it was not altogether
juftifiable, in every Reipect; ‘but tells us, at
the fame L'ime, that it was only a Propofal, fubjed
10 the Amendments of Parliament, and might bave
undergone any Alteration in the Committee, confi-
frent with the publick Intereft. As to This, I
fhall be very thort ; for both the Bs// and the De-
fences of ity particularly the prefent, are only ca-
pable of one fingle Amendment, prefcribed by Mar=
tial to his Friend. ;

Emendure
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Emendare tuos, O Fidentine, Libellos
Multe non poffunt, una Litura potefl.

He fays, in the fame Page, that the Bill exe
prefly removes the greateft Inconveniencies, whick
are complained of in the prefent Laws of Excife,
and would bave eas’d the whole Excife Law, i#
feveral Particulars,—— 1 was at a Lofs to gucis
‘what He meant by This, till I came to the * next
Page, where He tclls us that it was calevlated to
prevent Perjury, by leffening the Number of Oaths,
and relieving the Trader from {wearing to bis own
Bks. 2 et

It might be c{)rnpcr enough to ask, in this Place,
who hath made the Ufe of Oaths fo frequent aud
common, as it is at prefent? But, to wave that
_Pcuint, is 1t really true that the Zobacco Bill was
calculated ro remedy that Evil ¢ No; tho' He
talks fo confidently of its removing the greateft In=
conveniences of our prefent Excifes, the fingle ln-
ftance He mentions to prove it happens to be
falfc ; for inp. 25 and 26 of the Bi//, as it is
now printed, the Readerwill find the following
Claufes. | S A

¢ And it is hereby farther enalted by the Au-
¢ thority aforefaid, that all and every Perfon or
¢ Perfons, who fhall fell or deal in Zobacco, tron
“ and after the faid Day of
¢ fhall, and They are hereby direCted and re-
“ quired to keep an Account of all fuch fmall
« Quantities, or Parcels of Tobacco, 1ot excecds
¥ ing the Weight ot in one Parcel, as
¥ He or They fhall fell or difpofe of in each Day,
¢ and fhall every Night enter into a Book, to be
i chF

-
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- kept for that Purpofc, an Account of the grofs;
Quantities of the faid Commodity, which have
¢ been by him, Her, or 'Them, told:and delive-
“ red in that Day, in fuch finall Quantities, or
¢ Parcels, as aforcfaid ; and the faid Sellers of;
“ or Dealers in Zobacco, thall alfo keep one other.
¢ Book, wherein They thall feverally enter every
¢ Quantity and Parcel of Zebacco above the Weight
fool which He, She, or 1 hey, thall
¢ fell and deliver in each Day, .&5c. -
" Provipep always, that no Seller ¢f, or Dea-
¢ ler in Tobacco, as atorefaidy thall have in his,
¢¢ or her Caftody, more than onc fuch Book of
¢ each Sort, at the fame Time; and that when -
¢ the faid Book or Books in his or. her Cuftody
¢ fhall be fil'd up relpectively, the fame being re-
“ turned to the Officer, or Officers, for the faid.
¢ Inland Duaty, from whom I hey were feverally
€ received, wupon the OATH, or, in Cafeof a Qua-
 ker, upon the the SOLEMN AFFIRMATION of [uch
“ Scller or Sellers, Dealer or Dealers as aforefaidy
 or of bis or ther Servant or Servauts, who
“ kept the fame and made she Euntries thercin,
 of the Truth of fuch Entries, according to the beft
 of bis, ber, or their Knowledge or Belief 5 andone.
“¢ or more new Book or Books fhall thereupon be
« delivered to fuch refpective Sellers, or Dea~ -
 lers, £35. |
What therefore can be a grofler Impofition on
the Publick than the Author’s Affertion that this.
Billwould have relieved the Trader from SWEARING
TO HIs owN Books; when the exprefs’ Words
of the Bill arc that He is tc sweaRr to the Truth
of cvery Entry in bis Books ; and 1s obliged every
Night to fet down the grofs Quantity of every leffer
Quantity in one Booky and in another Book every
larger Quantity, that He fball fell every Day of
: bis
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is Life >—Can This be called leflening the Nun~
ber of Quaths; or is making Men fwear [o minusely
<20 tueir ownN Boogks the Way to prevent Per-
FURY ? :
There is, indeed, a Claufe at the latter End
of the Bill, to repeal a Claufe in an A& of the
11th of the late King, which impowers the Cornse
aniffioners of Excife, upon the Oath of an Officer,
that He fufpeéts any Dealer of making falfe Eus
#ries, to fumtnon the faid Dealer before Them, and
examine him upon Oath, concerning the Truth of his
Entries. 'Thiscarrics an Appearance, primi Facie,
of eafing the Traders from the terrible Obligation
of purging T hemfelves upon Gath, as to every lit
tle Quantity of Goods, which They fell; but any
- Man of common Senfe, who reads the foregoing
‘Claufes, will immediately fee the Fallacy,and per-
ceive that the Traders would have been obliged,
notwithftanding "Lhis, to fwesr wery minutely 1o

their own Books.

Having thus coavicted ewr Author of a grofs
Prevarication, I will now fhew in what Refpeéls
#his Bill was fo far from taking away the Incon=
wenicnces of former Excifes, Ifuppoé He parti-
cularly means the Excife on Coffée, 7es and Checo-
date ) that all thofe Inconveniences would have been
increafed and aggravated, in the prefent Cafe.

- Zobacco, as bought from the Merchant, is gene-
wally about 74. or 8 d. per Pound; and 7eais ge-
nerally about 14s. per Peund. Now all the Rules
of Excife, which are obferved as to a Pound of 7eq,
are required by #his Bill as to a Pound of Zobacco,
. though it is not above a 20th Part of the Value of
| Zea; and the Charge of weighing Tobacco from
Time to Time, at the precarious Humour of -an
Bxicifeman, as well as the Trouble of fetching Pzrg
SFrs
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mits, entering all Sales in Books, and attendingthe
Offices, muft have been as great for a Pound of 78~
bacco, as for a Pound of 7ea ‘Fﬂt’lfﬁ(iﬂl:.‘ﬂt]}’ an Ex-
¢ife would have been twenty 1'imes as burthenfome
on the former, as on the latter.

Whether all this Vexation and Expence would
not have inhanced the Price of Zobacco, and there=
by diminifhed the Confumption amongft the poorer
Sort of People, who chiefly ufe it, is another Pointy
which deferves the Confideration of Thofe, who
promifed Themiclves fuch Mountains of Gold from
this Scheme, by the Improvement of the Revenue.

Itis very remarkable that the Confiderer is ins
tirely filent as to the Point of Juries; which is
more than I expeéted, when I found Him in fuch
a Vein of gfferting; for He might cerrainly have
affirmed that the Zofacco Bill rettored the Ufe of
FU‘RIBS with as much Truth, asthat it was calcu=-
ated to prevent Perjuryyand relieve the Trader from
fwearing to bis own Books—Let me therefore ask
Hira whether Trials without furies are not an
Tnconrvenience, nay the greateft Iuconvenience com=
plain’d of in the prejent Excife Laws 5 even no lefs
than an Infringement of magna Charta itlelf ?

But to thew the Projector’s {arther Regard for
the Landed Interefl, it deferves a thort Remark that
the Jate Bill tock off’ all Appeals to the Quarter
Seffions from the Sentence of the Fauflice, or Subs
Comintffronery in order to make the Country more
dependent on Him, and bind 'Them down to the
arbitrary Determination of Fudges, who may exs
pect to be TRANSLATED, for good Bebaviour, as
well as my Bords the B 5.

‘The Confiderer hath advanced another Argu-
ment, in Behalf of the Bill, fo very pleafant and
mgenigus, that I cannot pafs it over in Silence.

¢ The
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¢« The very Time, fays He, this Bill was
“ brought into the Houfe, when the Profpeét of
“ a mew Election was {o near, is one Proof, among
“ many others, that the Gentiemen for it {olely in=
“ tended the Service of the Publick; and hoped,
¢ by preventing grofs Alufes, and thereby cafing
4 fgm:: heavy Tases, to gain the Favour oF
¢ rueir CoUnTRY.” He adds, that ¢ une
¢ concerned Spectators, of great Wildom and
¢¢ Impartiality, are firmly of Opinion that this De=
¢ fign of moNEsT PopULARITY was their greateft
¢ Crime, and in Truth gave Rife to the Oppyfi=
“ tion.

What a ftrange, unfortunate Creature muft zhis
Projestor be, that all his Schemes of Popularity and
gaining the Fawvour of bis Country thould have the
contrary Effect, and end in univerfal Deteftation?
This hath been remarkably his Cafe, in all his
late Undertakings; and moft deplorably fo, in
that darling Scheme, which is at prefent under De-
bate. I belicve, indced, that He did not {fuffici=
ently confider what Influence an approacking Elec-
tion might naturally have on the Fate of fixh @
Projei#; and finding Himfelf quite wrong in the
Manner of Ziming it, would willingly have. That
pafs for the Proofof an howeft Heart, which was
ccreainly the Product of a blundering Head.

Some following Pages are fpent upon the unfair
Methods of oppofing the Bi/, Amongft other
Things, the Confiderer {cems to be very angry
with a PiFure and a Soxg; which have been of
fuch fingular Ufe in the Caufe of Liberty, upon
fome important Occafions, that I am loth to give
them intirely up. I cannotdeny, indeed, that a
laudable Method may be fometimes apply’d to bad
Purpofes ; but That isthe Point 'in Difputre be-
tween us, The Projefor Himfell hath often had

A 28 . Recourle
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Recourfe to [uch little Artificesy and if He never
met with the fame Succefs, the Fault was not in
his Intention; but may be imputed, perhaps, to
the wrong T'urn of bis Satire, as well as the De-
ficiency ot #it, which conftantly diftinguifhes it.

But had thefe wicked Oppofers of the Bill nothing
on their Side, befides Clamour and Faiion, Ballads
and Pifures, without any Mixtures of Zruth, or
Appearance of Argument? That’s very hard in-
deed; and many People feem to be prodigioufly
miftaken in their Opinion -of thefe Men, by ima=-
gining that there were now and then fome threwd
"T'hings thrown out by Them, with a Shew at
leaft of Reafoning. However, let us for once fup-
pofe the Cafe to be juft as our Author reprefents
it; that Nvife and Nowfence got the better of
Fuflice and Reafon 5 in this Cale, I fay, the natu-
ral Inference to be drawn from it isnot altogether
comfortable cither to the People, or the Minifier.
1 the Excife-Schenrz was unreafonable, why was
it propofed 7 If it was reafonable, why did it not
pafs in a Parliament, where the Conrt had an in-
{uperable Majority, as the Confiderer aflures us
Himielt >—Is it not a melancholy Situation, when
the beft Things trom a Minifier arc fufpected ; and
the People will not accept even of Salvation from
Yis Hands?

Our Author expatiates very largely on the
Arts made Ule of 70 affricht the Nation with the
flrangey groundle(s Terror of @ cENRRAL EXCISE.
How groundlefs it was, hath been often proved ;
and the Confrderer would do well to anfwer what
hath been faid on this Head, inftead of repeating
the fame 1dlc "['rumpery over and over a thoufand
Times. Whatis a geweral Excife but an Accamu-
lation of paiticalar Excifes ? And if He will pleafe
te add what were defigned by #bis Bill to Thofe,

which |



which already {ubfift, He will find a pretty large Ca-
taloguc; but as thefe witty Writers are apt to be
troubled with thort Memories, I muft beg Leave
to refreth them with a fhort Recapitulation. The
following Commodities are already excifed ; viz. *
Beer and Ale, Mum, Cyder, Perry and [weet Wines
Malt, Brandy and all diftill'd Spirits; Leather,
Soap, Candles, Hops 5 Paper, Pafte- Boards, Mill-
Boards, €c. Silks and Callicoes, Starch, Hides,
Wire, and wrought Plate; Cards and Dice ; Coffee,
Tea and Chocolate 5 Sali.——T10 Thefe We muft
add Zobacco, Wineand Sugar, which are all known
to have been in the or1cINaAL ScueMEe; and then
let the Confiderer, or his Patron, name any one
material, zmported Commodity, which would have
been left at the Caflomboufe, or unexcifecd.——This
Catalogue, I fay, makes a pretty formidable Fi-

re 0% itfelf : butwhen We confider the vaft Mul-
titude of Zraders and Dealers, who are affected by
thefe Excifes, the Argument will appear in a much
ftronger Light. Let us therefore enumerate them
once more. "

+ Brewers, Diflillers, Inp=-"jandall other Per-
keepers, ViGuallers, Coffeemeny( {ons,making, im-
Muym, Cyder and Perry-makers, ~porting, or deal-
Malfters, [weet Wffﬁ-fﬁﬁkeﬂ,ging In excifeable
Vinegar-makers Liguors.

Soap-Boilers, Druggifts, Gro-"and all other Per-
cers, Tallow-Chandlcrs, Sﬁ#i’é‘b—*.{ {ons concern’d In
‘makers, Perfumers, Peruke-ma- Sﬂa, Coffee, Cho-

kers, Barbers, Chandlers colate, Starch,
Powder, &c.

E a2 Hop-

¢

* See the Argument againfl Excifess p. 45.
+ Sce #he fecond Part of an Argumens égainft Exeifess p 48
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Hop-planters, Tanners, Own=\
ers of Salt-Pits, Leather-[ellers,
Linuen-Drapers, Paper-uiakers, _
Paper-fainers ,  Callicoe and | and feveral other
Linnen-Printers, Pafte-Board, | Perlons, concern-
Mill-Board and Scale-Board- yed in making, or
makers, Gold(miths, Silver-|vending thefe
Jmiths, and Workers of Plate, | Conmnrodities.
Wire-drawers, and Refiners of
gilt and Sitver Wire, Card-ina-
kers, Dice-wmakers - J

All thefe Trades have already the Misfortune to
be under the Laws of Excife; to which We muft
add Thofe, who would have been in the fame Con-
dition, had the Jate Scheme taken Effeét; fuch as

Tobacco-Merchants, Wine-Yand all Retailers
Merchants, Sﬂgﬂf-ﬂd%ﬁbaﬁrs,? of thofe Commodi-
Tobacconifis, Viutners, Sﬂgar-grfes, not already
Bakers - excifed.

Now, if We look through all the Cities and tra-
ding Towns in England, We fhall find them inha-
bited and fupported chiefly by fuch Sort of Men,
who are, or would have been cut off from the
common Privileges of their Fellow-Subjeéts, by
this Method of Taxation.

One Thing more I muft obferve upon this
Branch of the Argument ; viz. that there are two
Kinds of Excifes; one of which ftops at the Ma-
kery or firft Owner; fuch as That upon Beer and
Ale, Malt, Hops, Soap, Candles, €3¢. the other fol-
lows the Commodity not only into the Retailer’s
Shop, but wherever it goes, and is liable to be
{eized, witheut a Permnr; fuch as That upon
Brandy, Ram, Arrack, Coffce, Tea and Chocolate,
&c.—And here it deferves a particular Remark,
that all our medern Excifes, except That on Sakt,

- a3
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as well as Thofe intended by the late Scheme, are
of the Jatter Kind, which is vaftly more grievous
and cxpenfive than the ofber, both to the Govern-
ment and the Pegple.  'What a vaft Deal of Mo-
defty, Candour and Veracity muft our _Aduthor
therefore have, when he ai‘{:erts that it was an
exprefs Part of the Scheme to remove the CHIEF
INcONVENTENCES, and would have leffened the
Extent of the Excife; That is, an Extenfion of
Excife Laws would have leflened 2he Extent of the
Excife !

But it would bave been Time enough, fays the
Confiderer, to raife Alarns, when They found the
Jeaft Tendency towards a Defign to excife any Part
ﬁm‘ Foop, or to enter any private Housg.—

hat is, in plain Englifh, it is Time enough to
ftruggle, when the Knite is at our Throat; a
Maxim, which, in its full Extent, hath overturn’d,
and will overturn all the Liberties of Mankind. 1
like the Counfel of the Bird in the Fable much
better ; which was to pick uthhf: Henp-feed, im=
mediately after it was fown. To apply this Fable,
Liberty 1s not half fo much in Danger of being
maftered by Scalade, as by Undermining.

But to come a little nearcr to the Point; is no
Part of our Food already excifed; Is not Wine,
by long Habit, become Part of our Food; even
fuch a Part of it, as to many Perfons, and in
many Cafes, to be not only convenient, but ab=-
folutely neceffary to Life? Let our Author ask
the meaner Sort of People, as well as fome of
higher Rank, and He will find that cven 70-
bacco is confidered by Them as Part of their
Food; or at leaft as “ufeful to Them as theip
Food. Let Him confult the fair Sex, in the fame
Manner, whether They don’t look upon Coffe,
deq and Chocolate, as a Part of their Food. I know

all
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all thefe Commodities are treated as Articles of
Luxury by the minifterial Writers, and if They
can perfuade the Gentlemen of England to leave off
drinking Wineand {moaking Zobacco; or if the La-
-dies, even of the Court Party, will agree to burn
all their 7¢a-tables, and fubmit to the homely Re-
gulations of old Queen Befs’s Maids of Homour; 1
promife to give Them no farther Trouble onthis
Subjeét; but, in fuch a Cafe, I muft defire Them
once more to confider what would become of our
Commerce, and confequently of the Revenue, which
was to be fo prodigioufly improved by this Scheme.
I can go ftill farther, and defy Them to prove
that no Part of our Food, in the ftricteft Senfe, 1s
already excifed. Will They pretend to fay that
Beer and Ale, Cyder and Perry arc no Part of our
Food 2 Can They affirm that Sa/ is not an abfolute
Neceffary of Life 5 or that this Part of our Food
is not already under an Exvife;a Zax, which af-
feéts not the Great and the Rich only, but the
pooreft Farmer, Manufaturer and Da}?-{,abourcr?
Not a Piece of Bacon, falted Beef, or Pork can
They eat; not a Pound of Butter, alittle Cheefe, or
even a Bit of Bread can They make, without con=
tributing fomething to it. This, no Doubt, is a
great Favour to the Landed Intereff; and as to
Navigation, are not all our Ships victual'd with
falted Provifions ¢ Let any Man therefore judge
what an Fafc this 7ax muft be to our Comumerce,
and how likely to give us the Ballance of Trade. —
I am therefore at a Lofs to guefs what Mo-=
tives could poffibly induce our Awthor to fay that
4t bad been Time enough to raife Alaris, when The
Jound the leaft Tendency towards a Defign to exﬂij_%
any Part of our Foop; becaufe That is really gi-
ving up the Poiat, and fufficiently juftifies all our
Alarius.
As
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As for entering privatz Houfes, it ::fpéars'ﬁ'bm
what hath been faid before that almotft all the #r4-
ding Part of the Kingdom are already, or would
have been, fubject to this unwelcome Vifitation, by

‘the Execution of the Jate Schems. 1t is true, in-
deed, that the Projeifor and his Advocates have
lately been pleafed to put this vaft Body of Men
upon the fame Foot with Iun-keepers, Vicnallers,
and Retailers of Geneva, in orderto fubject Them
to the fame Laws. The 7raders, no Doubt, are
highly obliged to Them for this Favour,and I hope
will take fome Opportunity to return it ; for, ac-
cording to this new Doctrine, three Parts of the
Houfes in England might be entered at Pleafure,
and yet the Projeifor might continue to infift that
there was not the Jeaft Tendency towards a Defign
to enter any PRIVATE HoUsk.

But this Point likewife will admit of fome far-
ther Examination ; for, even private Houfes, ac-
cording to the Projefor’s Doétrine, are already
under the Laws of Excife, in fome Particulars. I
mean the Houles of private Gentlemen and others,
who live upon their Fortunes, without following
any Bufinefs;; for, not to infift on the Infpedors of
the Window-Lights, who very ncarly refemble the
Officers of the Chimney Tax, let Them look into
the ACt of the 6th of the late King ; by which
no Gentleman can fend a litcle Prefent of Braundy,
Rum, or Arrack, to a Friend, even after He hath

aid the Duty, without a Permit; which will not

Ee oranted Him, unlefs He enters bis Houfe, and
thereby fubjects it to the Vifitation of Excifemen,
like publick Houfes. By the fame AR, no private
Gentleman can keep above 63 Gallons of any of
thefe Liguors in his Houfe, without entering it.—
By the A& of the 10th of the fame King, no
Gentleman can have a little Chorolate made in his

Hcule,
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Houfe, without Permiffion from an Officer, after
three Days Notice, as well as {wearing to the
Quantity made, and carrying it to the Office, ready
wrapt up in Papers, to be /ﬁmp’d. Do not both
thefc Lawsy in fome Meafure, affe& private Houfes ;
or can They be faid not to have 7he leaft Tendency
to fuch @ Defign ?

This is fufficient to thew that fome Parts of our
Food, even in the ftricteft Senfe of the Word, are
already excifed; and that private Houfes are not
altogether frec from thofe Laws. Inthort, when
the Projedfor and his Advocates difown any Delign
of a general Excife, They can mean only an umia
wverfal Excife, which I believe there is not one In-
ftance of in the whole World, even under the moft
tyranuical Governments ; and if an Excife was ac-
tually laid on Fib and Flefbmeat, They might as
well pretend that it had not #te Jeaft Tendency to
# cENerAL Excrisg, becaufe Apples, Eggs, Milk,
or any other Commodities, of the fame Kind,
might ftill remain free.

All thefe Points, concerning a geweral Excife,
have been fully explain’d before in feveral Dif=
courfes upon tﬁat ubject 5 but the conftant Re-
petition of the fame "ﬂ'hings trom the miniflerial
Prefs makes it neceffary juft to touch them over
again, in this carfory Manner, .

‘The Confiderer aflirms, in the fame Page, that
this Method of Collection had been tried with uni- |
verfal Approbation, and great Succefs, upon other |
Articles 5 pavticularly Coflee and Chocolate.
How i_hamclcié is this Author 2 Scarce a Line
drops from Him without a grofs Falfity, through
the whole Difcourfe. In the prefent Cafe, what
hath been tryed with amiverful Abborrence, He
hath the Impudence to call umiverful Approbation.
Befides, He is guilty of a mean Prevarication, by

drop-~
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dropping the Article of 7es, which is known to
have been 7un in greater Quantities than ever i€
was, before this advantageous Regulation of thé
Duties, as it is called, was introduced.

He hath the confummate Folly to add, that the
Complaint of a general Excife was wever hbeard of,
when a move rigorous Colleion was appointed fof
Coffce and Chocolate, than what was lately pro
pofed for Wine and "1'obacco. God knows,
that Law is rigorous enough ; though not more
rigorous than the ofber, which 1s almoft a Tran-
feript of it 5 but 1 can give this Author {everal
Reafons why the Tea-A7 pals’d {fo glibly at that
Time, and without fuch a general Complaint as
hath fince attended the Excife Bi/ll. At prefent, I
will mention only two. In the firf Place, the
Projector was then in the Meridian of his Glory,
and rioted in the Plenitude of Power, without
fueh an Oppofition as was neceffary to controul and
defeat his Meafures. Secondly, the Body of the
People were not fo fully appriz’d, at that Time,
of the Nature, Confequences and Progrefs of Fx«
¢ifes, as They have been itince; and thercfore
might be led away by the plaufible Pretence of

reventing Frauds. But it is well known that the
%mgg;}@x complain’d very heavily of it. Indecd,
one of the minifterial Advocates had the Affurance
to aflert, laft Winter, * that the fevereft and moft ob=
noxious Claufes in the Tea-Act were advifed by the
principal Druggifts in Zown, who were confulted
upon that Occafion, This obliged the Dyuggiffs to
ﬁurgc Themfelves fromfo ridiculous an Imputation,
y declaring, in all the News-Papers, that They
Sirenuoufly oppofed the Bill; that They petition’d the
Parliaient againft it 5 and when their Petition
: I bad

~ * See the Courant of Saturday Dec. 3. The fecond Part gf o
Arguments &c. p. 34, and the dppendix, p. 11,
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Bad the bard Fate to be rejeCted, They propofed fe-
veral Expedients to make the Law eafier to Them
which were undertaken and promifed by the worthy
Gentleman, who alone bath the Honour of being
thought the Projector and Advifer of it, and whe
only hath found bis Account in it.

Neither can it furely be forgot that the Dyyug-
gifts, Grocers, and other Perfons, dealing in C:_;éfsa,
Z¢a, and Chocolate, have fince petitioned the
liament to be relieved from the Rigour of that
Law, and had once more the hard Fate to fee
their Petition rejelted.

We are now come to the Infiruifions, which
mott of the Cities and Corporations in England
addref¥d to their Reprefentatives, - acquainting
Them with the terrible Confequences of the Jare
Scheme, and requefting Them to oppofe it. The
Confiderer fczms to be highly incens’d at thefe fea-
fonable Applications, and raves againft them for
{feveral Pages together, under the Name of pofitive
Commands and autboritative Injundions, which
tend to introduce a new legiflative Power o rule
the Parliament; and govern the Government; with
a great deal more fuch Stuff; which is only thrown
in to blind the Eyes of the Reader, and perplex
the Point in Difpute. ' -

For my Part, I cannot recolleét, upon the ftrict=
eft Examination ot my Memory, that the Word
Corimand, or Injuution, or any Word fynonimous,
or cquivalent to 1t was made Ufe of in any Part
of the Inffraéfions laft Winter; nor can I perceive
in what They difier'd from meer Reprefentation,
and Petition, or trom offcring their Opinion and
giving their Reafons s which this Author feems to
allow Himfell. "They did not lay any compulfive
Obligation on the Adembers to follow them. If
"They had an additional lnfluence from the ap-

proacking
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proackhing Eledions, it was a lucky Circumftance
for the People ; and I fhould be very forry to find
that the Projecfor hath a Sccret of making Corpo-
rations chufc Perfons, who act contrary to their
Senfe and Intereft ; for let their Faudguicnt, inthefe
Cafes, be right or wrong, it cannot be abfolutcly
rejected, without infringing their Liberty 5 and it
would certainly be much better that their Choice
thould be injudicions, than wet free.

As to the Inftances, aflign’d by ewr Author, in
which this Praéfice may be dangerous to our Con-
flicution 3 I anfwer in general, that there may be
Cafes put, where the very beft Things may be
- turn’d to anill Ufe; that InfiruGions from Corpora-
tions have been, and may be, of fingular Ufe to
the Caufc of Liberiy, on fome important Occa-
{ions.

How the Inftance of the Parliament’s disband-
ing the Army in King William’s Reign comes to be
twifted into this Argument, I am really at a Lofs
to comprehend 5 for it I remember right, there
were no Inftructions from the Country, cither for
disbanding, or wot disbanding. However, let us
_beftow a Remark or two on this impertinent Di-

eflion. It feems then, according to our Author,
that the fecond War with France was occafion’d by
the Reduétion of our Troops, at that Time.
Well, let us fuppofe the Cafe to be fo; and that
France would have abided by the Partition Treaty,
if our Army had been kept up ; would That have
alter’d the State of Europe for the better? Was
not an ‘Allyance between a King of Spazin, of the
Houfe of Bourbon, and an Emperor of the dufrian
Family, the Reafon of our Counter-Allyance with
France ¢ 1f therefore an Allyance only was {o dread-
ful, what would an Union of thofe two Crowns ix
tbe [ame Prince have been thought, according to

= 3 the



the Politicks of 17257 That it was a bloody and
expenfrve War is true; but, at the fame Time, it
was a glorious War 5 and if one was to reafon from
Succels, disbanding the Ariny did not produce any
rcal Evil, but the contrary; for the Nation was
able, in a very little Time, to appear in the Field
with more formidable Armies than ever before;
which experimentally verifics an old Obfervation,
that a Bretifb Monarch, who hath the Command
of his Subjeét’s Purfc, upon all neceflary Occafi-
ons, can never want Lroops. I muft however own
that what the Author fays ought to give us a com-
fortable Profpect 3 for it the Want of an Army was
the Occafion of a Bar, in King Williaw’s Time, I
hope a munzerous Army, under the Command of our
prefent moft gracious Sovereign, will prevent one
at prefent. But let us rcturn to the People’s
Right of petitioning and inflructing their Members.
1t is too well known, by Experience, that Par-
liaments are neither infallible, nor impeccable ; bat
have often run contrary both to the Intereft and
Senfe of the People,  Now, in fuch a Cafe, what js
to be done? Let me ask thefe Writers, whe-
ther the Members of the Houfe of Commons are the
People’s Reprefentatives, or not ; and whether, un-
like all other Deputies and Traflees, They are abfo-
lutely independent of their Principals and Coufli-
tuents 2 In Anfwer to This, it hath been fometimes
argucd, that the colletive Body of the People
trapsfer all their Power to Thofe, whom They
chufe to reprefent Them, and have nothing farther
to do in Matters of Government, than to yield an
implicit Obedience to their Decifions. But the
Frallacy of this Argument hath been fully proved
from the Nature and Decfign of Parliaments, as
wecll as the Practice of all Ages. However, as it
js 2 Point, which hath been much controverted on
one
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one Side, to ferve a Turn, and will I hope be fully
citablithed on the other, for the Sake of our Con-
flitution, it may be of Ufe to give it a litde far-
ther Examinatjon. .

It is well known by every Body, who hath but
juft dipt into our Hiftory, that Parliaments were
formerly called on fome particular Emergence of
State, and difmifs’d as foon as the Bufinefs was
over, Ir thofe Times, the People were generally
apprized of the Occafion, for which a Parliament
was called, and therefore were enabled to acquaint
the Elesied with their Senfe of the Matter, betore
They came up to Town. Yet, even in thofe
Times, if any Thing unexpected happen’d to oc-
cur, during their Sitting, They commenly defired
Leave to confult their Conflituents, before They
came to any Refolutions. Of This there are In-
ftances in our Hiftories; but I have lately met
with two, which come up fo direétly to the Point,
ihhat I am fure the Publick will excufe my quoting

cm.

‘The firf is in the Parliament ¢° Edw. 3. *
¢ when a Motion being made for a Subfidy tobe
¢ granted of a New Kinp, the Commons anfwe-.
¢ red They would have Conference with 7/o/e of
€ their [everal Counties and Places, who bad put
¢ Them in Truft, before They treated of any [uch
¥ Matter.

‘The other Inffance is in the 15th of the fame
Reign. “ The King declared to the Parliament
% that He with others about Him ftood bound
¥ for furnithing Him and his Allies in 30,000 /.
* which He ought to pay, and therefore wanted
¢ Aid of his Commons to pay the fame; but the
¢ Commons made Anfwer that They knew and

¢ tendered

e - e
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¢ tendered the King's Effate, and were ready to
“ gid Him; onlyin this New Device Theydurft
“ not agree, without farther Conference with
“ their Counties; and fo praying Refpite until a=
¢ nother Time, They Tpmmifc to travel to their
“ Counties, to confult Them in this grand Affair.

From hence it appears that even in thofe early
Times, when Prerogative ran {o high, and the Na-
tion. enjoyed no Liberty, as Mother Osborne aflures
us, the Houfe of Comons would not come into
any wew 7ax, of an extraordinary Nature, with=
out confulting 7hofe, whom They reprefented, and
from whom They derived all their Authority.

If We come down to the Times, when the
Practice of long Parliaments grew in Fafhion, We
fhall find the fame Right exerted, upon {everal Oc-
cafions; and furely nobody will deny that the Ex-
ercife of it grows more and more expedient, in Pro-
portion to the Length of Parliaments; fince it is
impoifible for the People to forefee, at the Time
of Elettion, what Aflairs may come under their
Deliberation for feveral Years to come, and there-
fore muft referve their Thoughts to Themicives
till fome Point of Moment is atually brought up-
on the Carpet, or difcovers itfelf to the Publick,
and furnithes Them with Matter of Infirusion.

In the Reign of Charles the 2d, We meet with
many Addrefics of this Kind; in which feveral *
Countices, Cities and Corporations not only return their
refpe¢tive: Members Thanks for their paft Servi-
ces, in profecuting the Authors of the Popifh Plot,
and the Progre(s They had nade in the Exclufion
Bill5 as well as their Endeavours to fecure the Meet-
ing and Sitting of frequent Parliaments, to rcpeal
an A% of the 35th of Elizabeth, in Favour of Pro-
- teftant

* See the State Tralts of that Reizn; ora Pamphlet, intitled
toe Right of the Britiih Subjefis to Pstition, &&c. pu 17,
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teftant Diflenters s #o bring the Authors of wicked
Counfels to condign Punifbment 5 and for affersing
their undoubted Right of PeriTioNning; I {ay,
Th{:y.did not only return their Reprefentatives
Thapnks for their glorious Conduét, in all thefe
Points, but exhorted Them to perfevere in the
fame good Endeavours ; humbly requefting "Them
ot to confent to any Money-Bill, till their Grie-
vances are redrefs'd, and even promifing to ftand
by Them, in the Purfuoance of thofe Ends, with
their Lives and ForTunEs.

‘There was, indeed, a Set of Mifcreants in that
Age, as well as in ours, who traduced 1bis Right
of Petitioning, as {editious, and declared an A4b-

rrency of it; but They received a fevere Cenfure
in Parliament, and have been ever fince branded
in Hiftory with the infamous Name of Abkorrers.
- Let us now come to the Reign of K. Willian,
in which the Exercifc of this Right was again re-
fumed. The Cafe of the Kentify Petition is well
known ; in which feveral Gentlemen of that County
undertook to inftruét not only their own Repreferi~
tatives, but the whole Parliament, in Mouey-Mat~
ters. 'This was cenfured by the Honfe, as irregu-
lar; and yet fec how fome Folks fhift their Pris-
¢iples, like their Cloaths, according to the Wea-~
ther ! For even the Reafonablenefs of this Petition
'was maintain'd by fome of thofe very Pecple, who
now treat the /ate Inflructions againfi the Excifes
Bill, in which 77ade and Liberty were concerned,
as tumultuous and illegal. . .

_In the fame Reign, she City of + London, and
the Borough of Southwark gave very frong Inflru-
hions of the like Nature to their Members, without
any Cenfure; though They entered into 2 particu-

lar

———,
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-t See Keamnes's Hiffory of England.
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far Detai] of the Intereft of Eurdpe, at that Timc,é
and directed their Members, in a pretty authorita=
tive Stile, how to bchave in the momentous Af=|
fair of Peace and War. |
It ought to be obferved that all zhefe Addreffes|
ran in Favour of the Court; and I hope it will not
be maintain’d, even in this Age of Contradictionsy
that the People of Eugland have not the fame
Right of applying to their Reprefentatives againft
the Meafures of the Court, when They fee Occafion.
The Right of Petitioning and Infirutling being
thus warranted by the Practice of all Ages ; it re=
mains only to be confidered whether it was pro=
petly exercifed, or mot, againt the late Excife-Bill;
and here, I think, there is but little Roem for
Difpute ; for if this Privilege is juftifiable at any
Time, or in any Cafe, it was ccreainly {0, on that
Occation. Shalla wicked Scheme againft the Trade,
the Liberty and Property of the Subjed be fet om
Yoot by an audacious Projedtor, and muft the Peo=
ple paffively {fubmit to it? Shall the Britifh Na=
tion, who have fpent o many Millions of Money,
and loft fo much Blood, in Defence of their Li=
bertics and Conftitution, fic ftill and tamely fuffes
the gﬁﬂinE Ietters of Excife Laws to be rivetted
on their Liegs by an Inventer of Cruelty, without
any Struggles to relieve Themfelves? God forbid {
It is their Right, nay it is their Duty, inall fuch
Cafes, to implore the Prote&ion of Thofe, who
are intrufted with their Liberties, and will {fupport
Them, as long as our Confticution is preferved.
They exerted this Right, in tha late Cafe, with
Prudence and Vigour, and therefore with Succefs.,
"T'his is not 0[131}7 a Sfubject of Joy at prefent, but
ought to give Them Comfort, in Times to come
for I muft agree with the * Craftsman in hoping
that

* Numb. 338. I-
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that thefe Methods will be revived in the fame prye
dent and wvigorous Manner, upon all extraordinary
Occafrons.

But fince the Confiderer is pleas’d to difpute this
Point {o ftrenuoufly, I with He would confult one,
who not enly underftood our Confitution as well
as any Man 10 Ewgland, but had likewife the moft
tender Regard for it3 I mean Mr. Locke; one ot
thofe illuftrious Writers, with whofe Buffo’s her
prefent Majefty hath been pleafed to adorn her
Country Retirement. I hope therefore that I may
be permitted to quote two or three Paflages from
Him?T about civil Liberty, without any Otf&ni:c.

“ ‘Lhe * Community, [ays Heperpetually re-
__‘F___t-aiﬁga [upreme Pﬂfa*eryéi[gving ’F Ecn?ﬁ‘:lvcs ,E’,mm
% the Attempts and Defigns of any Body, even
 of their Legiflators, whenever They fhall be fo
¢ foolith, or o wicked, as to lay and carry on
“ Defigns againft the Liberties and Propertics of
¢ the Subject. _
~ In another He fays, + ¢ where the Body of
¢ the Pcople are deprived of their Right, cither
“¢ by the Executive, or Legiflative Power, having
“ no Appeal on Earth, They have a Liberty to
“ appeal to Heaven, whenever I hey judge the
¢ Caufec of fufficient Moment. '

* Againy T “ The Legiflative aéts againft the
“ Truft repofed in Them, when They endeavour
 to ‘invade the Property of the Subje, and to
“ make Themfclves, or any Part of the Commu-
€ nity, Mafters, or arbitrary Difpofers of the
¢ Lives, Liberties, or Fortunes of the People.

* Thefe are the true Principles of Liberty; the
Principles of the Revolution; and though They
o - G ought

* Effuy-on civil Government, Cap. 13, Art. 14CQ. -
~+ 15. Cap. Art. 163. 1 75. Cap. 19. Ast. 22ls
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ought not to be put in Execution, unlefs in Cafcs
of the utmoft Extremity; yet ',Thcy thould be
conftantly kept in the Minds of the People; and
every Man, who endeavours to eraze, or d’cprf:-
tiate them, is an Enemy to our Conftitution, and
{aps the Foundation of the prefent Eftablithment.

That tkefe Infiruciions were enforced by Mena-
ces and Tumalts, as the Confiderer aflerts, is abfo-
lutely falfe; and therefore deferves no particular
Anfwer. Popular Infults upon Members of Parlia-
ment arc condemned by all reafonable Men, as
much as our Author. Itis however a melancholy
Appearance, when the People begin to lofe their
Relpect tor an Houfe of Commons, whom They na-
turally revere as their Protectors; but when"Things
arc carried within Doors, contrary to the general
Sentiments of Zhofe without, the Populace will be
apt to exprefs their Diflike and Refentment. It
15 an old Privilege, or Cuftom, which They have
been in Pofieliion of for many Ages; and cannot
be intirely tuken away, without tearing up Liberty
by the Roots at the fame Time. But alas! the
Influence, which arifes from the Poice of the People,
15 very imall in Comparifon with That from aso-
tier Quarter ! One Whifper can do more than a
thoufand Huzza’s. A lictle Scrap of Paper, in the
Hands of 2 A4wiffer, hath often had a more perni=
cious Influence upon foue  Parliaments, than an
hundred Clubs in the Hands of 2 Mob. Yet ftill
¥ am ready to confefs that all Violence of this
Kind (}Ught _ti‘: be rcjh'ﬂi_nﬁf_[; thOth it hath of=
ten proved falutiferous, and preferved the Liber-
tics of poputar Stares. To give one Inftance a-
mooglt many others, which might be produced,
Amfierdain would have been given up to the French,
in the laft Age, had not the Populace .very fea-
fcnably Interpofed.

Nothing
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A. Becaufe They could not do it fooner ; That
is, before the Fate of the Excife-Bill was known.
9. Why did not They do fomething afterwards
in this Affair?
A. Becaufe the Affair was taken out of their
Hands.
. Why was the Court-Lift carried ?
. Becaufe They were the Majority.
. How came They to be the Majority ?
. Thofe, who met at the Cork-Piz, know
beft.
Q. Why was there not [o much as one of the
oppolite Yarty put into the Court Lift, to e 4 Wit-
2efs at leaft of their Proceedings ? |
A. Becaufe They did not like any fich Company.
Q. Hath ot the ProjeCor often defy'd Them to
enter into a [firiét Examination of bis Adioys ?
v AR £ R
Q. What is a firiG Examination?
4. An Enquiry made by a Committee of bis
Friends,
| % Why did the oppofing Party do nothing, after
the Committee had made their Report ?
A. Becaule the Parliament was prorogued.

9. Why have They made 1o other Propoful, Eves
1o THIS DAy ?

A. Becaule the Parliament hath not met fince,
to do Bufinels.

Let any Man of common Senfe read what our
Author {ays upon this Head, and He will find it
fairly ftated and anfwer'd as above.

But fince the Confiderer calls out o loudly for fome
Method to prevent Frauds, I will put Him in mind
of one, which hath not only been often mentioned,
but found by Experience to be the only effeétual
Remedy for that Diftemper 3 I mean the Reduction
of Duties; for as the Height of the Duties is the

_ ' "~ Temp-



- Tf'emptation to Fraud, take away that Temptation,
by lowering the Dties to a reafonable Degree, and
Fraud will decay of Courfe. - We have an In-
ftance of This in the Article of Pepper ; which
produced little or nothing, whillt” the Duty was
bigh, and hath brought in a confiderable Sum,
fince it was reduced. But there is a much later
Experiment of the Succefs attending low Duties,
in the Cafc of Brandy. - I am inform’d that when
French Brandy paid the whole'Duty appointed- by
A& of Parliament, it never produced above 10007
per Anit. communibus anhis ; but being afterwards
Amported trom Dunkirk, by_ Connivance or other= |
wite, under the Denomination of Flemifb Brandy,
and paying a much /efs Daty on that Account; it
produced about 120,001 per Ann. though moft
of the Qut-Ports of the Kingdom were not acquain= |
ted with this Secret; in which Cafe the Duty
would certainly have produced a great deal meore. |
At prefent, indeed,-thefe Duties are put under |
another Regulation, the Confequence of which Time
only can difcover. * But This is f{ufficient to fhew
that the Reduétion dof heavy Duties is the only ef
fectual Method to prevent Fradds ; and That was
my only Reafon for mentioning  it. Y . |
It is fo common a Practice with rhefe Writers to
mifquote and falfify the Arguments of their Oppe-
zrents, that it may be thought,needlefs to expofe it |
any larther ; but there is one Inftance of this-poor |
Actifice {o very abandon'd, that’it ought at leaft
to be pointed out to the Publick. ——"The Craftf
man s veprefented as reafoning, in his' Paper of
Augufi the ath, that a People, who pay'in Taxes,
pve Millivis a Year, fbould BY NO MEANS REGARD
five bandred thoufand Pounds. But upon looking
into the Paper quoted ‘for this Aflertion, 1 found
the Paffage fland thus, _ Let us fuppofe, againft .qii
ket ’ mera
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moral Certainty, that the latc unhappy Project wonld
bave raifed the whole Sum propofed 5 yet the ol
Quceflion will flill recer; whether a People, who
bave expended above Two Hunprep Mirrions,
for the Support of their Liberties, within thefe fifty
Years paft, and fill continue to pay above yive MiL-
LIONS every Yeary on the fame Account, OUGHT TO
GIVE THEM UP AT LAST, for the Sake of faving
Five Hunprep Trousanp Pounps ¢ Year, in
their national Expences efpecially when the {ame
faving might be eafily made, perfeitly covfiffent with
our Conflitutiion, by @ proper ReduFion of the Army,
the Suppreffion of useLess Orrices, and the Re-
fumption of EXORBITANT PENsIONS. I may
fafely leave this Paflage. to the good Senfe and
Candour of the Reader, who will immediately per-
ceive the Confiderer’s vile Mifreprefentation of it,
without any Comment. I fhall therefore proceed
to fome other Peints.

How the Tax upon Canpres, and the Demo-
lition of Dunkirk came into this Queftion, I can-
not comprehend ; for however hard the Tax upon
Candles may be to the Poor, it is not one of thofe
Excifes, which follow the Retailer into every Corner
of the Kingdom; nor was it originally laid for
ever, as it is now continued. A great deal of Com-
E;afﬁon is exprefs'd for the Poor, upon this Occa-

on; but what fignify fair Words? Let the Au-
thor's Patron, 1 need not fay advife, or concur in
taking this Duty off; but only fuffer it to be done ;
and the Poor will foon find Themfelves relieved.
It will then be time enough to reproach 7%ofe, whe
firft laid it on; but it is very ridiculous at pre-
fent, whilft it continues in the long and melancholy
Catalogue of our perpetual Taxes.

The Confiderer’s wile Digrellion about Dankirk
is juft like the Braying of Sancko Pancka, when
the Knight, his Mafier, Igas endeavouring to patﬂ{y
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the braying Villagers, the Confequence of 'which
was, that it renew’d the Rage of the Multitude, to
the inexpreffible Danger of Himfelf and the Kuight.
If I was as deeply engaged in the Service of ano-
ther Kuight as He i1s, 1 ﬁ:&lemn% declare that I
would never fo much as mention Dankirk, nor ut=
ter one Word about inglorions Treaties ; for 1am
very fure that Dunkivk was tobe no longer a Port,
according to the Trcaty of Utrecht 5 and I am full
as fure that it is now a Port, navigable by Ships
of great Burthen. I nced fay no more.

After a good deal of this old, ftale Cant about
former Miniflers, the Confiderer fums up the Cafe
in the fame impartial Manner as He ftated it at
firft, and enters into a long Strain of Panegyrick
on the Geutlenien on kbis Side, both on Account of
their propofing end dropping the Bill. 1 think it
would have been more proper to put it GENTLE-
MAN in the fingular Number 5 ory at leaft, Gen-
TLEMEN, In the Greck deal Number ; for I don’t
believe there were above Two Persons in the
whole Kingdom, who were heartily concern’d for
the Succefs of it; I mean the Projedior and his
Brother 3 though many of their Creatures had juft |
Caufe to refent their giving it up, after They lluad
been dragg’d through the Mire, in the Profecution
of it. Butlet us take the Author’s own State of
this Cafe. It feems then that as thefe two honou=
vable Gentlemen had no other Defign in propofing
#be Bill than meerly the publick Good, 1o their
departing from it was an A% of fingular Modefly.
and Comnplyance with the Prejudices of the People.—
I am always pleafed to fee any Inftances of Mode/fly
and Complyance ; which are fomewhat extraordia,
nary, as the Confiderer rightly obferves, in a great,
overgrown Miniffer ; but was This really the Cafe,
with Regard to the Excife-Bill 2 I am afraid there
was a little Spice of private Iutereft both in the

Defign




€59)

Defign it felf; and the Manner of dropping ity as 1
fhall prefently make appear.

In the mean time, it deferves our Notice that
the Confiderer grows quite ludicrous upon this ex-
traordinary Inftance of bis Patron’s fiugular Mode-
f?y, and drolls upon 1t in a moft unfuficrable Man-
ner. Such an Example, {fays He, is of great L=
portance in Excrisu History.— Yes, no
doubt, this Circumftance of his Life will make a
thining Figurc in our Annals, and tranfmit his
Name with great Advantage to Pofterity. Me-
thinks, I can foreice pretry exactly what Hiflorians
will fay of it, and am almoft tempred to anticipate
Them. I am {ure, it would prove an agreeable
Entertainment to the Publick ; and, perhaps, fur-
nith Matter of ufeful Admonition to the Projeéfor
Himfelf'; but I am loch to thock his frugular Mo-
defly fo much at this Time; and fhall cherefore
leave it to Thofe, who write the Hiftory of the
prefent Age.

He makes Ufe of the fame pleafant Style, with
Relation to Thofe, who oppofed and :’ff’jg'fifﬁd the
Bill.—— After all This, fays He, what do They
do ¢ Do They take Shame to Thesfehes, and ask
Pardon of their injured Country ¢ "This 1s another
Inftance of fingular Modefly, and fhews that the
Projector and his Advocate are well match’d.
But for what thould They take Shame to Them-
felves ¢ Why, for having gain’d a compleat Victo=
ry over a Man, who hath always boafted that He
was inyincible ? —— For what” fhould They ask
Pardon of their Country? Why, for having reliev'd
Them froma Burthen, which neither They nor their
Children would have been able to Lear. I won-
der thefe Gentlemen arc not athamed to perfift in
fuch infolent Triumphs, inflead of humbling T hem.

H. 3 : lclves
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felves before the Nation, according to our Author’s
Direétion. | _

He feems extremely angry at the publick Foyy
which was exprefs'd, upon the Defcat of the Bil.
Alas! how can He grudge the People thofe few
Occafions, which his Patron affords Them of gra-
tifying that Paflion? It is very hard to engrofs all
the Mirth, as well as all the Power, of the King-
dom to Himfelf. A Monopoly of Laughter 1s too
great a Privilege for any Miwnifler, and too great a
Reftraint upon rational Creatures, who are diftin-
guifh’d from the reft of the Creation by their
Rifibility. In this Inftance, methinks, the Projesor
is -more like Nero than Falius C;ﬂafar, by fetting the
whole City in a Flame, and fuflering no Body to
be merry at the Bosfire but Himfelf.

It would be breaking an old Cuftom, if the Gen= |
tlemen in the Oppofition were not charged with Am-
-bitiony as the principal Motive of their Proceed-
ings; though if by Ambition is meant a Defire of
minifferial Power, 1 verily and fincerely believe that
ithere never was lefs of 1t in any Oppofition than |
aat prefent, The State of Affairs, both at home and
abroad, is not o very alluring, nor the Fortunes
of tkefe Geutlemen fo defperate, nor the Opinion of
their own Abilities {o conceited, as to make Them
facrifice their prefent Eafe to the Thirft of Power
-at fuch a Conjunéture. No Man ever took the
Helm in a Storm, from a Motive of Amibition, tho’
the Profpect of Danger might induce Him not to
~decline it, for the Sake of common Safety.

He now refumes his Panegyrick on the Gentle-
meny. who fori'd the Scheme.  Here were #0 prie
-wate Views, lays He, wo perfonal Advantage, no
particular Friends to oblige.——How, Sir? Would
-the Nomination of a vaft Multitude of new Officers
chave been of no perfonal Advantage to the Pro-

Jecor
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gecdtor and Executor of it? Was there no View of
obliging his Creatures, Dependents, and learned
Advocates with thefe Places? Were no Perfons to
be favoured with them, who have Votes, or Inte-
reft, in Boroughsand Corporations? Weuld not the
Recommendation of any Lord, or Member of Pare
liament, in Behalf of their Friends, have been ac-
cepted ?—What ?peculiar Difintereftnefs and Inte-
grity is all This? Nothing but the publick Good,
nothing but the Welfare of our Conftitution, ac-
cording to the Confiderer’s Way of Reafoning, was
the Detignand End of this memerable Bill. What
ftrange %nfatuatiun therefore muft all the People
be under, that no Body, befides Hackney Writers,
or Men in Office, fhould draw their Pens in Defence
of it ; that not one Perfon in the whele Kingdom,
except the Relations, and Zoels of the Projecior, or
Thofeimmediately under his Influence, thould pre~
fume to juftify the Bill, -after it was publickly
known ; nay, that cven fome of 7%¢/¢ thould admir,
in private Converfation, that it was a Plau of
Power, calculated to keep furdy Bepgars in due
Awe, as well as the Projefor in due Power and
Dominion over the People ?

Befides, if it is true 2bat the Projector had w0 pri-
vate Views, #nor propofed any perfonal Advantages
2o Himfelf by this Seheme, He would do well to
anfwer us a plain Queftion or two. Why was the.
Claufe, to reftrain 600 §alt-Officers from voting at
‘Elections, rejeéted? And are there no Inftances of
Excifemeny and other Officers, or Dependents on the
Revenne, cven {o low a3 WaTerMEN, who have
been obliged to qualify Themfelves for their Pla-
ces, by taking up their Freedom, or buying a

Vote to difpofe of, according to Order?
It is very remarkable that the Cosfiderer docs

not fay onc Word in Juftification of his Patron's
B Afiertion,
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Aflertion, that wo morethan 1 go additional Officers
would be neceffary to put his Scheme in Execution,
"This is another Point, like That ot Jur1Ees, which
the Projecior {eems defirous to have pafs fub Stlentio.
- I have feen a Calculation of the Number of Officers,
that would have been requifite to this Purpofe, as
well as the Expence of Them to the Publick;
which far exceeds what is commonly apprehended,
or even conceived, upon this Head. But taking
it foy granted that 140 would have been {ufficient,
the Number of Perfons, who would have been fub-
jeét to Them, ought likewife to be confidered ; |
nay, That, indeed, is the main Point, with Re-
gard to Liberty ; for 1 will venture to affirm that
1t fifiy Officers were capable of executing fuch 2 |
Power over the whole Nation, it would ferve the
Purpofes of arbitrary Power as well as i’ there
were fifty Thoafand.

What the Confiderer therefore fays, concerning
the Benefits of Liberty and our prefent Effabli
ment, are ftrong Motives for oppofing any fuck
Schenzes, and the fulleft Juftification of r%halt):: who
lately diftinguifh’'d Themfelves {o vigoroufly and
glorioufly againft the Projecfor.

In turnfr}g over Hiftorjes, I have obferved the
Progrefs ot a prime Miniffer, and am fatisfy’d that
fome great Men, poflefied both of good Intentions
and Capacities to ferve their Country, have been
forced by fome unfortunate Circumftance to turn
them to contrary Purpofes. But Inftances are in-
finiccly more numerous of Miniffers, whofe
blundering Heads, or corrupt Hearts, have pro-
ved the Ruin of their Maffers, as well as their
Ceantry.  Abfolute Minifters are hated, even in are
bitrary Governinents, becaufe their Meafures muft
always be oppreflive; but fuch a Poft being in-
confiftent with the Nature of a free Government,

the
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the Exercife of it muit be attended with farther
Difficulties and Oppofition to Thofe, who poflefs
it. Their Ambition and Want of Moderation in
amafling Wealth, foon render Them the Objeéts
of general Hatred. Againt this popular Odium the
Prince’s Favour is their only Proteétion. The Courz
is a Kind of San¢tuary to Them ; and though The
may be capable of advifing the beft Meafures, their
Crimes put Them under the Neceflity of comply-
ing with the worft, if They are found expedicent.
As They are attack’d by the People, and fupported
by the Prince, They naturally conclude that They
cannot leflen the Power of the former, nor increafe
That of the Jatter too much ; trom whence it hath
fometimes come to pals that a blundering, odious
Miuifler hath proved the Inftrument of arbitrary
Power 3 and, what 1s ftill more ftrange, under a
Prince, who had no Defign to enflave his People s
for (uch a Prince may be conicious to Himfelf that
He intends no ill Ufe of his Power ; but there is
hardly any Prince fo very felf-denying "as to decline
Power, which is play’d into his Hands. Befides,
Power 1s ncver ftationary, but progreffive or re-
trograde ; and thus it hath frequently happened
that a good Prince hath arrived at fuch a Pitch of
Power, as was never hoped for by Himfelf, nor ap-
prehended by the Pegple.
. How far This might have been our Cafe, by
the Execution of the late Sheme, let*the Reader
determine. In natural Conftitutions there is a Dif=
derence between Death and a Difeafe.  God forbid
I thould fay that our Liberties are deftroyed, as
the Confiderer reprefents me ! May they long be
preferved, under our prefent moft gracious Sove-
reign, and his Family ! But furcly ‘an honeft Zeal
for fecuring -this Blefling invaluable and, if omce
| doft, irrecoverable, if it were even miftaken, does
' noL
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not deferve that opprobrious Language and hard
Treatment, which it meets with every Day. 1
muft likewife put the Author in Mind that the out-
ward Form of a Government may be preferved,
when the Life is gone; and if there fhould be any
Grumblers in fuch a State, I doubt not They
would be anfwered in the Words of our Author
is not the Nation,in every Inflance, governed by Law ;
the Property of the meaneft Subject [ecured from all
Euncroachments ; Liberty, Loth civil and veligious,
preferved without any Violation? —I1 believe it will
be hard to prove that Z7beriusever brokeany Law,
in his publick Aéts. Indeed, why thould Hej
when He had a Senare, that made and pafled Sen-
tences by Law, according to his Plcafure? This
is not our Cafe at prefent, and I hope never will;
but I muit infift upon it that the Aathor's Way
of Reafoning and his Patron’s Schemes have a
dire¢t Tendency to it. To fpeak impartially
and planly, our Conffitution feems to be neia
ther in perfect Health, nor under an incurable Dif-
cafe ; and if Thofe, who tend it ecither in or out
of Parliament, would be perfuaded of a moft cer-
tain Truth, that the private Intereft of Themfelves
and their Pofterity is neceffarily and infeparably -
connected with the publick Intereft, all Things
would prefently go well. |
. It is farther intinuated that nobody oppofed this
bopeful Project but Facobites and Enemies to the
Proteflant Succeffion. — 1 am forry to hear it with
all my Heart 5 for if This is really the Cafe, the
Pretender muft have a prodigions Party indeed ;
and We thould be obliged (as Mrs. Osborne ob-
ferves) to fupply the Want of NATURAL STRENGTH
with 6rREAT ArT. But, I thank God, this Infi-
nuation is abfolutcly groundlefs. Every Body
knows that the BilJ was oppofed by the trueft
| Friends
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Friends of Liberty, and by Men of all Denomina=
tions, except the Parrsts ; who might naturally
with it Succefs as a Schenze, which tended to alicnate
the Affeétions of the People from his prefent Ma«
jetty, and was the moft probable Method of paving

the Way tor an Event, which I dread to namc.
- The laft Point to be confidered is; whether the
Nation is obliged to the Projector for bis fingular
Modetty in dropping the Bill; and whether it is
now actually laid afide, or only ﬁtfpﬂﬁ%ﬁ- till a more
covenient Opportanity of pufbing it into Execution,
* In the firft Place, it is neceflary to confider the
Progrefs of this Affair from its firtt Conception te
the prefent Time ; for I muft obferve that it was
no [udden Expedient, accidentally ftarted to {upply
the current Services of the Government, inftead of
a Land-Tax, as the Projefor and his Advocates
E;ctend; but a deliberats, fettled Scheme, which
th been laid many Years, and was to be execus
ted by Degrees, as Opportunities offered, and the
Nation could be drawn into it. About ten Years
ago, the Projedior gain'd a confiderable Step, by
the Excife on Coffee, Tea and Chocolate. Some Time
after This, 4 notable T'reatife was publithed, inti-
tled * an Effay on the publick Debts of this King=
dom, €3¢, which was particularly patroniz’d by the
Projeitor, and contain’d an elaborate Recommenda-
tion of the fame Scheme. Nay, itis even {aid that
the Perfon, who wrote this Pyece, had the peculiar
Honour of drawing up the /ate Bill, and hath reccie
ved fome other Marks of Favour for his Services
to the Publick. In the Year 1730, the Excife upon
Salt was revived, under the Pretence of taking off
one Skilling in the Pound on Land ; and thc Pro=
jector declared, at the fame Time, that if Gentlee
I mep
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men would come into fome proper Regulations in
the Manner of colle@ing the publick Revenues, He |
would undertake to cafe Them from the other,
Shilling. ‘This was prefently underftood to mea
an Excife 5 which alarm’d the City of London .an
the whole Nation to fuch a Degree, that They pe-
titioned their Reprefentatives, in the moft carneft
Manner, to oppofe any fuch Defign, and took all
other prudent Methods to defeat it, before the
Parliament met laft Year. Yet dhill the Projecior
perfifted in his Scheme, againft the Senfe of the
whole Nation, and the Airicc of his beft Friends.
The dreadful Apprehenfions of the People, which
fufficiently manitetted Themfelves upon this Occa-
fion, were fo far from foftening his Mind, or al-
tering his Purpofe, that They {fcem’d to add new
Vigouar to his Refolutions, and determine Him not
to give Way. At laft, indeed, when his boafted
Majority was dwindled down to Sixteen from Sixty=
sné, He began to look about Him, and found it
neceffary to prevent another Divifion, if pofiible.
He therefore moved to adjourn the [econd reading
of the Bill for @ Month 5 but {fome Gentlemen, who
were not altogether fatisfy’d with this Expedient,
propoied a Josger Day, and {o the Matter ended laft
Seflion. . L .

It 1s not my Bufinefs to difpute the Regularity
of bis Condu?, upon this Occafion; but I cannot
ce any peculiar Modefly, or great Merit in it; for
though his Advocates are pleafed to declaim very
floridly upon it, as an Inftance of his tender Re-
gard_for the Inclinations, and even the Prejudices of
tbe People; there are other Perfons as fagacious as
They, who belizve no fuch thing 3 but are fully
convinced that his Complyance was owing to a
very flrong Probability, nay almoft a Certainty,
that if the B7// had’ been puil’d any farther, jt

' _ would



would have been thrown out in fuch 2 Manner 28
to preclude the Revival of it; whereas by ad=
ourning the Order of the Day, the Bill is only
[ufpended for a Time, and may be refumed upon
ome other Occafion. A%

That This was the Projefor’s Senfe of the Mat-
ier; a?[Pcarcd from his own Mouth; for at the
ame T'ime that He moved for adjourning the far-
her Confideration of the Bill to a Jong Day, He
’xpatiated very largely on the Advantages a:g it,
ind glainly intimated that He chofe this Method,
n order to-prevent its being intirely rejeited.

- The fame View is farther evident from the Wri-
ings of his Advocates, ever fince; and is even ex-
relly acknowledged by two of Them, Owe, * who
eems to be a very pretty Writer, extolls the Wif-
lom of this Expedient in the following Terms.
¢ The Circumftance therefore of Jufpending it
¢ I have always look’d upon one of the moft hvely
“ Expedients, that could have been imagined. In
“ the firft Place, it was a Proof, as hath been faid
before, of the fincere Concern of the Miniftry for
- the Inclinations of the People. ~ Secondly, it pres
“wented the Triunphs of the Oppofition, in sgT-
TING IT INTIRELY ASIDE; and thirdly, i /ef?
a Door fill ape.fflﬁr the REVIVAL cF THE
“ Scurme, when Party-Spleen and f¥liinterefted
¢ Views are better rcconciled to the publick
¢ Good, and perhaps for the Bills themfclves to be
¢ ‘more fuccefsfully adapted to the Bufinefs of the
¢ State, and the Humour of the Nution,

*The other Writery having likewife paid his Com-
liments to the Scheme, procceds in thefe remark-
ible Words, —¢¢4 Therefore I think the Mlmyh:p
Oy I2 ! ¢ ine
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¢« inexcufeable for giving up to Noife and Faétion
¢« 3 Projest, fo vihbly beneficial to the Publick s,
¢ bue I hope that the Defign is not ABSOLUTELY
“ parp asipe, and that the Execution of it only
¢ js PROROGU D. ‘

Here are two plain Declarations without any
Difguife, fince the Bi/l was dropt, that there isa
Defign of bringing it on again, whenever a favou-
rable Conjuncture 1hall offer it {elf; and notwith-
ftanding the wretched Sophiftry of our Author, it
is very plain that the fame Igf:ﬁgn ftill fubfifts g
for- though He repeats his Affertion, almoft ia.
eyery Yage, that the Scheme is jutirely laid afide,
and given up for ever ; yet He is perpetually la-
bouring to thew the Advantages ofp it, and what
a terrible Lofs the People have {uftained by the
Defeat of it. Indeed, the whole Piece is {uch a.
confus’d Jumble of filiy Blunders, Inconfiftencics
and Contradi®ions, that [ am fully confirm’d in my>
Conjedture, concerning the Auther, T he very Spi=

t of Carvus breathes in every Linc; and the
gﬁbﬂanec of all his Reafoning may be fumm’d up-
ip the following Speech 5 which IV {uppofe intend-
ed for the Ufe of the Excife-Party to their E-
Jetors. | : o 4
% I cannot deny, dear Foy, that I voted for the
¢ Excife-Bill laft Seflion, and you are yery angry
“ with me for it, and tell Me. faith ! that you*
‘_‘_ will not chufe me again,. Now That is very”
¢ barbarous, Houey 5 for o’'my Shoul, if you will’
“ but truft me for feven Years more, I will neyer:
“ put you in fuch a Paffion again.——Not but
‘_‘ _’EhlE fame .Exﬂ.ﬁ’ is a very fine Tﬂhi‘ng; andl amf
‘¢ furc, Honey, )Irc-u cannot fubfift without it; yet,
¢ for all "That, wil} be againtt it, becaufe you
% were angry 5 but if you don’t chufc Me againy

PN “ how
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“ how thall T be able to thew you, dear Fop, that’
“ T am againft it ; and how much I prefer your
¢ Favour to the Good of my Country ?

I appeal to every impartial Reader of this #mpar-
tial Piece, whether the natural Conftruction of it is
not fairly reprefented in this Speech; and I think an
honeft Freeholder may anfwer it in the following
fhort and plain Manner. “ §ir, you defire
“ me to rechufe you, and aflure me that you will
« never vote again for the Excife, which I have
« Reafon-to dread above all Things ; but it hap-.
“ pens, Sir, that herc is a very boweft, Country Genm:
“ tleman in the Neighbourbood, who 1 am fure
¢ detefts it from his Heart, and therefore I
€ fhall think my felf as fafe, at leaft, in his
“ Hands. -

But though it is of the laft Importance to the:
People to give a finithing Blow to this Scheme, the:
Prajedor 1s certainly obliged by Interefft, Hononr,
Duty and Confrience to purfuc it. I belicve, his:
beft Friends will not deny that it was the Sheet-
Anchor of his future Power: and now, the Cable!
being cut, He finds Himflf at Sea in blowing:
Weather. In the next Place, I leave the World to
judge how far Howonr and Reputation (which are
real Power to a AMinifter) may engage Him to:
carry on the fame Projeff. Can there be a greater
Subject of Triumph than to get a Scheme, which:
had been cxplndgg]with fo much Contempt, pafs'd
by a large Majority in a wew Parligment? Can a
Map of Spirit have any Thing more at Heart than
fuch a Victory in the very Ficld, where He before
reccived fo fignal a Defeat ?—Suppofing Him un=
fway’d by any ofthefc Motives, yet, if He is fincere
n bis Manifefto, nothing ought to divert Him
from a Projes#, big with fo many Advantages }:p
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his Country, by putting an Fnd to () Frauds,
and (%) preferving the Health of his Majeity’s
Subjects trom the wicked Machinations of Coopers "
and Wine-Brewers;, by improving the Revense, and
cafing the Land-kolder, without hurting the reft of
the Nation ; by curing (¢) Facobitifin amongft the
Gentry, enriching the Clergy, and in Time reliey-
ing the (4) Poor from their moft burthenfome
Taxes; a Projedt, which exaéteth nothing from
the (¢) Confunmer, but what He pays already, and
at once removes all the (f) Inconveniences com-'
plain’d of in the prefent Excife Laws 5 which tends
to the Improvement of Truth and Morality by pre-
venting (g) Perjury ; and would raife up 2 Monu-
ment of, ?B) Popularity to Himfelf. I fay,’
onc muft fuppofe the Projedfor not only wretchedly
timorous, but even profligate, thould He be pre-
vaild wpon by any Confiderations to abandon a
Scheme, {ranght with {o many Advantages to his
native Country.

Why need I faymore ? Hath it been once own’d
fince the Bil! was dropt, that puthing it in a Man-
ner fo difogreeable to the Nation was a wrong
Meafure? 1—%&&*: not the Advantages of the Scheme
been preferred even to the Affections of the Peo-
ple? Is it not fill recommended in every minifte-
rial Pamphlet and Papcr? Is not all the Machi-
nery of the Prejeifor play’d to procure Seats for
"thofe, who gave Him their Affiftance? Nay,
arc We not told in the News-Papers that the
good People of Malmsbury, Calne, and fome o-
ther Boroughs, have ‘been lately {pirited up to
diftinguith "I hemfclves, by drinking the Healths
of thole glorious Patviots, whke voted for the Ex-

cife
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éfs Scheme ? It is therefore incumbent on the
ody of the People, who are of another Opinion, -
to oppofe this Defign ; and if They fhould be fe-
ﬁuccdp from their Duty cn the next and, perhaps,
the laft important Occafion of fhewing it, I am
confident it will not be from a Motive of Convic-
tion, but fomething elfe, which is not very decent
to name. Itisabfurd for People to expect upright
Proceedings from Members chofen upon fuch Mo-
tives. In political Bodies, what is fown in Cor-
ruption will not be raifed in Incorruption. There
[eems to be at prefent a Ceffation, at leaft, of
Party Animofities, and an happy Confpiration of all
Men in a general Defign to Fupp-::rt and preferve
our Conftitution. This is the greatet Blefling,
which could poffibly happen to Great Britain, and
I hope will be imprm'ccf] to the beft Advantage at
the enfuing Eleétion.

‘The Confiderer having prefaced his Piece with a
Paflage from the Tragedy of Cato, I fhall conclude
minc with another from the fame Play 5 I mean
Catd's Anfwer to Decius, when He defires to know
upon what 'T'erms Cefar may purchafe his Friend-
thip. The Roman Patriot replics in thefe Words,
which the Projector and his Advocate may apply as
They pleafe.

Bid Him disband bis Legions,
Reftare the Commonwealth to Liberty,

Submit bis Adions to the publick Cenfure,
And fland the Fudgment of @ Roman Senate.
Bid Him do This, and Cato is bis Friend.
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