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of the Os lfﬁ:bmm**thmugh the Commen- Integu-
ments and Levator Anz, into the Side of the Bladder,
without touching ‘the Urethra, Proftate Gland, Vefi-
cula Seminales, or any other of the Urinary or Semi-
nafWeﬂE]s firk attempted by Frere Facques in

France, and afterwards fuccefsfully perform’d by
Profeflor Rax in Holland.
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INTRODUCTION.

WS HE Stone in the Bladder is a' Diftemper, .which, for
e ought we know to the contraty, is asancient as any
=S#/cy other'to which the humane Body has ever.been fub-

e oo g ject: And Hippocrates, to whom we owe the firlt: Ac-
Be=e~ countsof that, as well as of all the othér Difleafes he
=)< his mention’d, informs us, that in his Time the Ope-
L0, ration of extratting the Stone byCutting was alreadyin
Arr=dare Ule ; and that there were Mén who made it their
chiief Bufinefs,” without intermedling with ‘any other ‘Part ‘of Phylick
‘or'Strgéry, which “then, and for ‘a 'great while afterwards, made up
‘bt one and the fame Profeflion. “All this'is evident from that Claiife
“of Hippocrates’s Oath, in which he makes his Difciples fwear not to cut
any Perfon for the Stone, but'to leave that Operation to fuch who exer-
" cifed themfelves in that Art, and made a particular Profeffion of it.
¥ ropin 0% W Alidvrag, sxywpica & ipzarion didogmy merti® + N And from
thefe Words there may be fome ground to think, that Hippocrates never

‘practis’d this Operation himfelf.

o

What was the Method of Cutting then us’d, we know not:  Thus
.'far however we may be fure, that the Incifion was not propofed to be
“made in the Body of the Bladder ; becaufle Hippocrates every where de~
“¢lates it to be his.Opinion, that Wounds thete are mortal, xdorw

‘Daxertin, ... Sarardd, 'lg_}rfs he,  Aphor. 6, 18. and in his Book de Moy=
“bis' 3. dmedvicker Niv mig wiem teali.  The only further Conjefture that can
‘with' any Probability be formed is, that as Celfiis is univerfally aliowed
to have borrowed his whole Syftem, both of Phyfick and Surgery, from
the Greeks, the Method of Cutting for the Stome which he has defcribed,
' B may
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may likewile have been taken from them; and pﬂrlmps;-t_ijlqdi__n‘éd no
other but that. Ammonius, firnamed Lithotomus from the Inftrument he
invented to break the Stoze in the Bladder, when it happen’d to be too
large to pafs through the Wound entire, praétis’d this Method at Alex-
andria, in the Time of Herophilus and Erafiftratus; that is, perhaps
about 150 Years after Hippocrates ; and Meges practis’d it at Rome in the
Reign of Auguftus. It is Celfus, who has preferved us the Names of thefe
two famous Lithotomifts ; and it is evident from what he fays of them,
that he believed their Method of Cutting to be the fame with his, And
as they lived at a great Diftance, both of Time and Place, from one
another; and the firft of them {o near the Age of Hippocrates, it becomes
from thence further probable, that the Operation for the Stone deferib’d
by Celfuus was the molt ancient, and perhaps the only one that had ever
been praétis’d before his Time.

B

Whatever Solidity may be in thefe Conje&tures, for 1 give them
only as_fuch, Celfus is undoubtedly the firlt Author now remaining,
who has taught us any thing like a Method of Cutting ; and
the fame, without any confiderable Variation, is defcrib’d by the.
later Greek Writers, particularly Panlus Agineta ;5 by the Arabians,
Avicenna and  Albucafis; and, in general, by all Chirurgical Authors
down to the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century, Rogerius, Rolan-
dus, Brunus, Theodoricus, Gulielmus de Saliceto, Lanfrancus, Mundinus,
Guido, and others. Thele Authors' do little more than copy one
another; and what is worth remarking about them is, that it does not
appear that any of them ever {faw this Operation perform’d, Guido a-
lone excepted ; but even he does not {feem ever to have cat himfelf.

During all this long Interval, no other Method but this being
known, we are not to imagine that it went by any other Name than
that of Cutting for the Stome, or Operation of Lithotomy.

But when Fobannes de Romanis had invented his New Method of

Cutting, which happen’d fome Time near the Year 1500, at lealt in
all probability nearer that than 1520, as is {aid by Goeurmelenus, and the
generality of Writers fince his Time; it then became neceflary. that
Names fhould be appropriated to thefe two Methods, by which they
might be diftinguifhed from one another. il

The
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. The principal Difference between them confifts-in the Inftruments
“ufed, and inthe Manner of ufing them ; and therefore it was natural
‘that the Names apply’d to them fhould be taken from thence. Ac-
‘cordingly we find that De Franco calls Marianus’s Operation, La Cure
de la Pierre avec gros ferrement ; and from thence undoubtedly came the
Appellations of Major and Miuor Apparatus, by which thefe two Opera-
rations have fince been moft commonly exprefled ; firlt ufed, as.far.as I
“can find, by Paraus and Gourmelenus, as well as the French Names which
anfwer to them, Le haut & Ie petit Appareil. 'The Englifh WNames of
‘Cutting upon. the Staff, and Cutting upon the Gripe, are of a much
later Date. - We- probably borrowed them from the Duatch, in which
Language thefe two ways of Cutting are exprefs’d by Terms analogous
to them ; and perhaps they came to be taken into the Englifh Language,
by being ufed by Lithomilts whom we have had oftener than once
from Holland.

The Second of thefe Methods, the Apparatus Major, was, as T have
‘faid, invented by Fobannes de Romanis, and pra&is’d by him at Rome ;
but it was firlt publifhed there by his Scholar Marianus Sautius Barolita-
nus in the Year 1522, not at Penice in 1535, as fome have faid. And it
is upon this Account, that Authors who do not fo much attend to Dif-
‘coverers, as to the Publifhers of Difcoveries, have given it the Name
of Methodus Mariana or Mariniana. |

This Operation being fuited to Perfons of all Ages, whereas that of
Celfus was formerly thought practicable only upon Children, foon gain’d
a general Vogue, and brought Lithotomy much more in Fafhion than -
‘it had been for many Ages before.  Celfus’s Method, however, was not

uite laid afide, but continued to be practifed ; and perhaps even more
frequently than it had ever been fince Zgineta’s Days; with this Advan-
tage alfo, that the Succefs of the other Method being experienced in full
_grown Perfons as well as Children, encouraged Lithotomifts to break
‘through the narrow Limits of Time fixed by the Ancients, and ex-
tend the Ufe of Celfus’s Method much further than Celfus himfelf had
prefcribed.

From this T'ime downwards, the Pra&ice of Lithotomy becoming ftill
‘more common, a great many Improvements were made in. both Me-
thods, efpecially in that of Marianus; and other Varjeties introduced

in
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dition of the'Patients, or the Hamotr of the Timés ; and ‘all thefe
the Parifian Lithotomifts muft be allowed to have had the principal
Hand. : it 3 | ST E ey

Tathe Yeur 1561, De Fran’s Tréatile of Heknia’s, &e. Was rlt, pub-
lithed, and in that he givés'an Account of a new Method he once made
ufe of 1n order to extratt a Stone, all the others provid 'fﬁgﬂg&q’al,r and
that was by mdking an Incifion ‘above the Os Pubis, Tho’‘the Opera-

tion fuccdeded, yer he thinks fic m.dimﬁhd'e';an;é‘eiﬁﬁs from ever fol-
‘Jowing his Example; and indéed his Advice ‘Was fo far comply’d with,
“that for abévelTﬁénineﬁrs ‘after ‘his Book appeared, Authots are as
‘entirely filent “about this extraordinary Operation, as if it had “hever
been known ; and in all Probability would have contiriied {o much
longer, had not a lucky Chance engaged a Perfon of Roffetus’s Learning
and Sagacity, to undertake the introducing of the,c‘gf}:rmuuggega.tjnn :

For, in otder to recommend this unheard-of and.dangerous Pracice,
‘one Method this great Man thotight it for his Purpofe to Jfa[}gga‘wg_éfib
_compare it with I%iime others then 1n Ufe ; and, amonglt the réff, wi th
“the common ways of Cutting for the Stope. This led, him to {o clear
‘and terrifying a View of the Cruelty and Barbarity of both ‘of them,
“that a Perlon of his Talent for Invention needed ho.more to'put him

upon the Search of a New one; and the Pains he had beén at to confi=
der the Nature and Confequences of Wounds in the A4bdomen, was un-
- doubtedly what gave him the firlt Hint of that which he invented, . De

CE

{Franco muft indecd be own'd to have publifhed an Infatice of this Ope-
Tation long before Rofferus endeavoured to’ introduce'ic: Bat Roffetus is

ot for that Reafon to be denfed the Glory of e g Javetieg 16 for,

to fay ﬁ@éhh}g,‘;&f' the Circumftances of De Frdaco's Story, which”every
“body is now fufficiently acquainted with, Roffetus was led to the Theory
he eftablifhed by the meer Force of his own Judgment, his Knowledge
of the Seruéture of the Parts concerneds in which he exceded all tha
‘went before him, Pefalius him{elf not excepted, and = Confequences
~drawn from Fads, among which that mention’d by -Framo appears to
“have no Place, Roffetus having i'ffdi?ei’&"hiéjnéfﬁﬁg before ever he had
{een that Author’s Book, as he affirms himfelf, and in a manner that
gives not the leaft ground to fufpe& him of a Falfhood.

3 20015 oy 2hadwrnmob st 'E 2idT ot
,But if it fliould be granted that he took the fitlt Hint of his Me-
thod from Framo, he muft ftill be allowed by all who have read c’{a:’fd

under-

T .
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underftand his Book, to deferve a greater fhare of Praife as an Im-
over; than the other ¢anclaim as an Inventer : And I believe it will
found upon a ftriét Examination; that the Houour of many Difcove-
ries which we mow enjoy, is given to Perfons who had. no better
Title to them than he has to- this, even fuppoling he had borrowed
from De Franco all that he could poffibly borrow from him. He mulft
be very little acquainted with the Hiftory of Inventers, who does not
know that many of theit Inventionsare owing to more favourable Ac-
cidents, than reading De France’s Boek can have been to Roffetus.

‘Tho’: this great Author lived to publifh a compleat Account of his
r;ew Method of Cutting for the S, (which has by Writers in Latin
generally called Seitio Hypogaftrica ; by the French, Le baut Appaveil ;
m E‘tgfrjg Thé High Gpemrm) yet he never had an Opportunity
af performing it wpon a living'Body; and for above 130 Years after
him;, none feem’d ever {o much as inclinable to make Pr ;,’ﬂl of i,
The Writers of Lithotomy; during thatr Time, have moft of them in-
déed mention’d this Operation ; but in fuch a manner, s thews very
plaml%r that few of them had ever read Rofferns’s Book, and that not
them underflood it. “The Authority of De Framo, who'forbids
the atrempring of ‘this Method, and' of Hippecrates, who thought 'all
Wounds ‘iti- the Bladder mortal, dre ‘the common Topicks they make
ufe of to'cry it down ' and all this 1ol commonly-in tlie Compafs of
half a Page, from which an intelligent Reader can gather no more,
than barely that it had been once propos'd in France to cut for the
Stoie above the Os Pubis. Dionis, it 1s true, has been at a lictle more
Pains abour it than the relt, and ‘had prﬂbably heard fomething of
Riffetus’s Method 5 but then he ‘is o' fupinely negligent ‘in all the
Parts of ‘his Account, ‘that one Would'be ready to think he mencions
it at all, not fo much with a defign to recommend it to Practice, as
to have fomething to fay, and to make way for a new Figure in his
Book, which fhould not be fmund in the Gl:her Treatlﬁ.s of Clururglcai
'Opeﬂaﬂﬁn's 2 :

Frﬂm thefﬂ: lame and imperfe&t Sﬂt‘*lps, m}r Brother took the ﬁrff
Hints of this Method, hqvmg, as. I am very well {atigfied, never fecns
‘Rufferus’s' Latin Tréatife till he had' compofed the whole ‘Theory of “his
“Operation, and “pérform’d it fucce(Sfully’ on ' living Bodies. ‘T him
therefore may be appliéd “what T have faid about* Rofferus, fuppofing thac
Authﬂr to have read De Franc's Story before he invented his Opera-

C tion .
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tioft. - But even Roffetus himfelf muft yield to him the Honour of having
introduced the Practice of it; and for this, confidering the:Difcqurage-
ment he met with, the Difficulties he had to. overcome, and on the

other hand, how highly this Method has already conduced to the Prefer
vation of Mankind, no Praife nor no Reward can be too great. + <.,

i 00 kg A kb L B il den ot 13l Y iy e 2L PR DIOE FUSENESY 90
From this fhort View that I have given of the Hiftory of ;Li;buomy;

it will appear, that properly fpeaking there are but two Ways poffible
of extracting the Stowe out of the Bladder by Incifion ; and thefe are,
making the Wound either above or below the Os Pubis, The firlt of
thefe, if rightly-pradis’d, admits of no confiderable Variety: ;'in 'the
fecond, there is a greater Latitude, not only in refpe& of the Infiruments
ufed, and the feveral Steps of the Operation, but allo in the Place of the
Incifion. =~ All thefe may be, and a&ually. have been, compounded and
combined  together by Lithotomilts in a great many different, manners,
and it would be hard to prove that any two of them'ever cut exadtly
the fame Way ;. but to avoid as much as can be done all unneceflary
Subdivifions, 1 think the differenc Methods of extraéting a Stowe by
Cutting below the Os Pubis, may be reduced to three kinds ; that of Cel-
Jus, that of Marianus, and what I have chofen to call the Lateral Way
firlt praciis’d by Frere Facques. 'The two firft, as has been already ob=-
ferved, differ from one another chiefly in the Inftruments and Steps of
the Operation, and the lalt differs from both.thefe in the Place of the
Incifion, Sei L 1B e peas -

- To this Method I thall confine myfelf. at  prefent, referring the
compleat Hiftory of the other two, together with the High Opera-
tion, to another Opportunity; and in treating it, I intend to obferve
this Order, . .

pr Asinitia

Firft, 1 fhall fet down, from all the Authors T havemetws,th, the
Hiftory of Frere faques, his two Methods of Cutting Males, and the
Succefs with which they were attended.

Secondly, 1 Thall compare the different Accounts which :hdw-_' been
given of the feveral Parts of his Operations with one another, that
thereby it may clearly appear wherein they really confifted.
 Thirdly,

w— B
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Thirdly, T fhall relate the Opinions of Authors concetning his Ope-
rations, and the Grounds "upon which their Opinions have been found-
ed. ‘Thefe, as is ealy to conceive, are chiefly the Obfervations made
on the dead Bodies of {uch as he had cut,

Fourthly, 1 fhall fet down his Method of Cutting Females, and the
Judgments that have been made- thereof.

Under thefe four general Heads will be contained the whole Hiltory
of the Lateral Operation for the Stone, as it was perform’d by this Monk;
and from thence we are naturally led to confider the Improvements that
have been made of it ; firft cthofe propofed by Monfieur Mery, and then
fuch as were contrived and put in Pra&ice by Profeffor Rax.

For the Matter of all this Hiftory, I muft be obliged to Books; no-
thing can be called mine, except the Order in which I have digefted it.
What Authors I have chiefly confulted, the Reader will fee in the Ee-
ginning of the firft Chapter,

Before Iclofe this Introduction, I muft furcher acquaint the Reader,
that I intend that the Hiftory of this Lateral Operation {hall be followed
in a very fhort time, by that of the other three general Methods of
Cutting for the Stone, in three feparate Treatifes. To thele I thall add
a fifth, containing the Anatomy, and Figures of the Parts concerned in
them all ; the Figures of all the Inftruments thar have been ufed ; and
laftly, my own Obfervations concerning the Advantages and Inconveni-
encies with which each of them are attended ; and in what Cafes ¥
judge any of them, taken all together, to be preferable to the reft.

 CCIHA P.
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The Hiftory of Frere Jaques Methods
of Cutting Males.

HE firft Account that I find to have been ever
/i publifhed of Fiere Facques Operations for the Stone,
is contained in a Letter written by Mr. Buffiere, a
i/adl skilful and experienced Surgeon in Londsn, and
Ay st F. R. S. to Sir Haus Shane, and inferted in the
W= Q) Philofophical Tranfations for the Month of March
DR GReiGR| 1699. The Author begins by defcribing the In-
RN TUEI =] (fruments ufed in thefe Operations, and the Me-
thod of performing them, according to the Informations he had re-
ceived from Paris ; then he {ets down the Opinion of his French Corre-
{pondent about them ; and laftly, fubjoins his own, founded on feveral
Experiments he had made on dead Bodies.

o

Much about the fame time Dr. Liffer publifhed his Journey to Paris,
and amongft other Curiofities, he has given us fome Account of Fyere
?ﬂcguﬂ. The Do&or went Phyfician to the Earl of Portland, who was
ent Ambaflador to Framce by King William after the Peace of Refwick ;
and during his Abode at Paris, he had the good Fortune to fee Frere
Facques {everal times cut for the Stone.

Soon after that, appeared a French Treatife with this T'itle, Obfervations
Jur la Maniere de Tailler dans les deux Sexes pour I Extrattion de lz Pierve, pra-
tiquée par Frere Facques, par fean Mery, Chivurgien de la feie Reine, & Ana-
tomifte de I’ Academie Royale de Sciences ; printed at Paris, and prelently
afterwards at Amfterdam, both in the Year 1700. This excellent Au-
thor has left almoft nothing unfaid that relates either to the Hiftory of
Frere Facques Operations, or the various Succefs with which they were
attended in Framce ; and he has likewife fhown, at very great length,
the Reafons of the Inconveniencies that follow upon them, and the Way
by which he thinks thefe may h;*)rcmedied : But, as it is to him that

we
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we muft be chiefly obliged for all that can with certainty be Fiem’d

about them, it is unneceflary to make any more particular Abftra& of
his Book in this Place,

The fame Year that Monficur Mery’s Oblervations were publifih’d,
the Leipfick Journalifts gave an Extract of it ; but, as I fhall have occa-
cafion to remark as I go along, they do net feem always to have hit the
true Senfe of the Author,

-5

Saviard, in a Colleétion of Chirurgical Operations publifhed at Paris
in 1702, has likewife mention’d thofe of Frere Facques for the Stone, but
refers entirely to Mery for an Account of them ; and indeed, by the
few T'hings 'he ‘has faid about them, he appearsto have been very un-
fit for that Task him{clf.

Monfieur Dionis is the next who affords us any thing further res
markable upon this Head. In his Book of Chirurgical Operations
publifhed at Paris in 1707, he has given a very diltin& and ‘methodi~
cal Hiftory of Frere Facques Operations. - The principal Faéis he'men-
tions are, or might have been taken from Mery; and to thefe he has
added {fome others, which, as he lived and practis’d in Paris while
Fiere Jacques was there, and faw him feveral times cur, it could be no
hard matter for him to colle&. s 5

Guoelick, in hisHiftory of Surgery 1713, has tranferibed the Extra&
of Mery’s Book from the Leipfick A&s ; and Mr. Chefelden, in 'his Trea=
tife on the High Operation for the Stoze 1723, has abridged the Ac-
count of Frere Facques given us by Dionis ; but yet differs from him in
fome T'hings, ‘ j 7 193ian

The learned Profeflor Albinus has made a few Obfervations on the fame
Subject, introduttory to thie accurate Account he has lacély publifhed
of Mr. Ran’s Method : And it is from thefe Nine Authors that 1 have
extracted the following Hiltory of Frere Facques Operations for ‘the
Stove 5 tho’ in reality they may all'be reduced to Three ; the other Six
having to'd us nothing worth minding, but what they have borrowed
from Buyjiere, Mery and Dionis, -s Hoi W.

e

SN |

|
1

l:]'l‘ =l e



91 )

““We know but very little concerning this Man’s Original, Education,
Life or Character, in any other refpet than as a Lithotomift. The
Name he gave himfelt was Facques Beanlien, and he faid he was born in
Beagufort, a Town or Village of the Diftrict of Loagfaunier, in what is
call’d the County of Burgundy. (1) -

All our Authors agree that he was a Monk of fome one kind or
other ; but of what Order or Inftitution is not {ocertain. Mr. Buf=
fieve calls him 'an Flermit; (2) and this feems to be confirm’d by what
we are told by '‘Dionis, that he had framed to himfelf a Rule of Religion
back’d with Vows, which he left it to his Bifhop for the Time being
to difpenfe him from at Pleafure.(3) For at this time, as I have been
inform’d, an Hermit in France is commonly a Perfon, who, being with-
out Education, ‘and having eicher'{pent his Subftance, or been born to
none," ‘aflociates himfelf with' one or two (never more) of the fame
Stamp, and finding means to get a Gift of fome few Acres of Ground
in a folitary Place near a great Town, and Liberty from the Bifhop of
the Diocefle to ereft a Hermitage, together with what they call a Rule
to be obferved in it, fitlt build themfelves lictle Cells, and then by ma-=
nuring the reft of the Land, felling little Trinkets which they make,
and the Charity of ‘well-difpofed Perfons, {upply themfelves with all
the Neceflaries, and moft commonly even the Conveniencies of Life,
What makes it ’farther probable that our Monk was of this kind is,
the Ignorance and want of Education, which both Mery and Diouis have
obferved in him.

s tells us he was a Brother of the Third Order of St. Francis; a
Sett of Mendicant Monks, who differ indeed very much from Hermits,
becaufe they live in great Communities, and are tied up toa ftri&er
Rule of Life’; bur amongft thofe’ they call Brothers of that Order,
there are ‘many’ fo perfeéily void of all ‘forts of Education, that they
cannot {o much as read their own Mother Tongue, (3)

Dionis {fays he wore the Habit of a Recolet, except that he had Shoes
inftead of Sandals, and a Hat inftead of a Cowl. The Recolets are fuch
Monks of the firlt or great Order of Francifeans, call’d in Fraice, Corde=
liers or Freres Mineurs, who embraccd the Reformarion that was fome
time ago made among(t them ; and if what Dionis here {ays be ftrictly
true, our Monk mighe {till be 2 Hermit, but could not be of the 1'hird
QOrder as Mery pretends he was. (5) But
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But of whateverOrder he was, or, whether of any Order or not, none
of thefe Authorsgive us the leaft ground to think he was ever admitted
to Holy Orders ; and the Appellation of Frere Facques which Dionis {ays
he took to himfelf, is Proof enough to any body who has had Occa-
fion to inform himfelf of the Cuftoms of thefe Monks in France, that he
never was. (6) And therefore it is, I believe, pretty much without
ground, that Mr. Chefelden terms him an Ecclefiaftick, (7) a Name
{feldom given to any but the Secular Clergy, and never to a Friar who
1s not a Priet. Dr. Liffer indeed, and his Correfpondent Mr. Probie,
both call him Pere Facques; but he is never fo termed by the French

Authors, who uaderftand the Propriety of fuch Defignations better than
Strangers. &

Albinus contents himfelf to call him in general 2 Monk, and fuch in
fome Senfe or other he undoubtedly was ; and this is all that can with
any certainty be affirmed about his Profeffion. (9) "

His ordinary Refidence he pretended svas in an Hofpital called Za
Charité at Befanson, the Capital of the Province of Franche Comté, erefted -
for the Maintainance of poor aged People and Children. (10) His
outward Behaviour had all the Appearances of Probity and Simplicity ;
he lived on nothing but Bread and ordinary Soupes, defpifed Money,
and never asked for any but only a few Pence to fet his Inltruments and
mend his Shoes. (11) o, 1%

But to come nearer our prefent Defign, the Hiftory of his Operations
for the Stone, Mery informs us,: that his natural Chara&er was very much
Tuited to them ; he was of an intrepid and undaunted Courage and Re-
folution, had a fure and fteddy Hand, and went about whatever he
undertook without the lealt Hefitation, Faultering or fign of Fear,
Thefe natural Talents were, however, the only ones he poflefs'd; Art
he was a perfect Stranger to, being altogether ignorant of Anatomy,
and the regular Operations of Surgery.(12) Neither is it without
ground that Dionis obferves, that the Intrepidity and Quicknels with
which he perform’d his Operations, were owing to nothing fo much as
his being infenfible of the Danger that attended his Milcarriages.

This
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This being the eafe, it may be jultly wonder’d how he came ever to
attempt Cutting for the Stone at all. This is a Myltery which no Au-
thor but Aery has endeavoured to explain, and he has done it but very:
imperfeétly. By comparing his natural CharaGer with that of Raoux,
a famous Impoftor, their Curing of Hernia’s, and likewife their Method
of Operating for the Srowe, he imagines that Frere Facques might have
been Raoux’s Difciple, and learnt fome Part of his Operations from
him; and from thence, and what he had taken from the Method com-
monly practis’d when he began to cut, have invented thereft. (13) But
this will be better underftood when we have explained wherein his Ope-
rations confifted ; and that, together with the Series of his Practice, as
far da.s our Authars have handed it down to us, is what we now pro-
ceed to.

That he had cut for the Store many times before he went to Paris, is
evident from the great Number of Atteftations which he brought along
with him from Befangon, and feveral Towns and Villages in Burgundy,
and other Provinces of Frauce. He boafted extremely of the Succels he
had had, and his Credentials feem’d to confirm all he {aid ; however, it
appear’d foon after, by Letters from thefe Provinces, that thefe Attefta-
tions were given upon too {light grounds, and before any other Effect of
his Operations, befides bare extra&ing the Stome, could be perceivid :
his Way being to run from Place to Place, where there wasany Employ-
ments for him; and as foon as he had perform’d an Operation, to en=
éage the moft confiderable of the Spe&tators to fign a Certificate in his

avour, without ever allowing them Time to {ee whether the Patient re-
covered or not; and when he had cut all that came in his way in one
Place, he immediately left it and haftened to another, being {ollicitous
about nothing but to make his Dexterity appear in taking out the Stone,
and not at all about what fhould become of the Patient after the Ope-
ration. (14)

'This is all we know of him before he arrived in Paris, which hap-
pened in the Month of Auguft 1697. The Occafion of that Journey he
gave out to be no other than to teach the Surgeons of the Holpitals
there a new Way of Cutting for the Stone: And having found means to
get an Acquaintance with Monfieur Marefehal, atterwards Firflt Sur-
geon to the French King, he endeavoured by his Intereft to obtain leave
to Cut in the Hofpital of La Charité ; but the Surgeons there, as well
as thofe of the Hotel Dien, being unwilling to truft the Lives of their

E Patients
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Patients in the Hands of a Stranger, of whofe Abilities they were alto-
gether ignorant, delired him “firlt to make fome Experiments in their:
Prefence upon dead Bodies, which he readily confented to ; and accord-:
ingly, as Monfieur Dionis relates, he perform’d his Operation on a
Body, into the Bladder of which a Stone had been convey’d before by
the Surgeons of the Charité, but not atall to their Satistaction. (15)+ =

= U JESH il
|

Monfieur Mery, who was appointed by the Firft Prefident of Paris
(whom the Leipfick Fournalifts have miftaken for the Prefident of the:
Royal Academy,) 16 to infpeét thefe Experiments of Frere Faques:
Operation, {ays nothing of any that were perform’d at the Charité ;!
and concerning thofe which he was Witnefs to at the Hotel Dien, he:
makes quite a different Judgment from what Dionis fays was made by
all the Surgeons who were prefent at that which he mentions,

On the 7th Day of December, {ays Monfieur Mery, 1 received Orders:
from the Firflt Prefident to go to the Hotel Diew, and be prefent at:
the Extra&ion of a Stone out of the Bladder of a dead Body: by Fiere
Facques. He perform’d the Operation in this manner. | ,

. ' t ins
Having introduced into the Bladder a folid round Staff without a!
Groove, and of a differént Figuré from thofe ufed in the old Way of
Catting, he took a Biffonry like the common ones, only longer; and
with that made an Incifion on the Left and Infide of the Proruberance of
the: Ifchium, and  cutting obliquely from below upwards, he divided
whatever .came in his way between ' that Brotuberance and his Staff;
which he kept {till in the Bladder. His Incifion being finifhed, he thruit
his Finger through the Wound into the Bladder, to find out the Stone ;
and having obferved where it lay, he introduced an Inftrument into
the Bladder, of the Figure hereafter reprefented, to dilate the Wound,
that the Sroze might have more room to come out, Upon this Dilator,
which he calls his Conduffor, he thruft in a Pair of Furcéps, and then
drew out the Conduffor ; having felt for and laid hold of ' the Stoue, he
pulled the Staff out of the Urethra, then his Foresps and the Stowe along
with: it. ' All this he did with a wonderful Facility, notwithftanding
the:Stone was as big as an Hen’s Egg. i3
o
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- 'The Operation being finifhed, T diffeGed the Parts which had been
cut in Prefence of the Phyficians and Surgeons of the Hotel Dieu ; by
that means, and by comparing at the {ame time thefe Parts with thofe
of the other Side, we obferv’d that Frere Facques had cut firft about an
Inch and an half deep in Fat, that from thence he had carried his
Knife between the Mufculus Ereflor and the Left Accelerator, but without
wounding either of them ; and laftly, that he cut through the whole
Length of the Neck of the Bladder on one Side, and about half an Inch
of the Body of it.

. 'Two Days after this Experiment I waited on the Firlt Prefident, to
ive him an Account of my Obfervations, and at the fame time my
pinion concerning - Frere Facques Operation : My Report was con-
ceiv’d in thefe Terms.

cod A R,
¢¢ T 'Rere Facques Method of Cutting appears to me to be much
‘¢ preferable to that commonly practis’d, becaufe the Incifion
‘ being made both in the Neck and Body of the Bladder, and the
“ Stone extraéted at the broadeft part of the Angle made by the 0/a
¢ Pubis, comes out with great Eale, and without the leaft Force : But
“ in the common QOperation, as the Iucifion is only made in the Ure-
¢ thra, and the Store drawn through the Neck of the Bladder, which
“ remains entire, and at the narrowelt part of the Angle of the Ofa
“ Pubis, it is evident that the Extraction of the Stoze through fuch
“ ftrait Paflages muft be very difficult, and require a great deal of
. Force when  of any confiderable Bignels ; from whence it is ealy to
¢ conclude, that Frere Facques Operation will not be liable to f{uch
¢ dangerous Accidents as are found to attend the other; and that for

¢ thefe Reafons,

"

L

« 1. Becaufe in his Way of Operating he cuts none of the Mulcles.
“ of the Pemis; whereas in the common Way the two Adelerators
“ are entirely feparated from one another, by the Incifion which
¢ is made of the Place of their Union, that is, at their Origin ;
¢ by which means thefe Mufcles happen very frequently to lofe their
“ Action.

-
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“ 5. In making his Operation it muft be owned, indeed, that he
cuts the Body of the Proftates, the whole Neck of the Bladder on one
Side, and a little of the Body; but thefe Parts having no confidera-
ble Blood Veflels belonging to them, an Haemorage is not {o much to
be feared as in the common Operation, in which the Incifion is made
in the fpungy and thick part of the Urethra, which receive a great
Quantity ﬂ% Blood from the two Arteries of the Penis. |

¢ 3. His Operation can neither be followed by an Echymofis, Fluxion
nor Suppuration in the Membranes of the Scrotwm, which happen fo
frequently after the other ; becaufe the Place by which he gets into
the Bladder has not the fame Communication with the Scrotum as
the Perinaum, in which the other Lithotomifts begin their Incifion.

“ 4. By making a large Wound in the Neck and Body of the Blad-
der, through which he eafily draws out the Stome, he evites the Con-
tufion and Tearing, which in the common Operation almoft conftantly
happens, both to the Neck of the Bladder and Proflates which are
joined to it, and even to the Urethra itfelf when the Stone is large, or
its Surface rugged. And from hence it comes to pafs, that theParts
which he divides being only fimply cut, will very eafily reunite after
the Operation, and by this means Fiftulas be in a great meafure
prevented ; whereas in the common Method, the Parts fuffering
moft commonly caufe a violent Contufion, and a confiderable Lofs of
Subftance by Suppuration, their Re-union is retarded, and thus Fi-
{tulas are occafioned : But, however, I am-inclin’d to believe, that
if Frere facques made his Incifion two Inches higher up than the Place
where he now begins it, he might get into the Bladder in the fame
manner, and yet the Wound not be fo deep, and confequently fooner
healed; fuppofing always that Wounds in the Neck and- Body of
the Bladder are not mortal, as has been hitherto believed, and
that the Sphintter Mufcle may be reunited as exaétly as it was before,
which Experience alone muft determine, 10

- % As for the Inftruments he ufes, I cannot find that they are any

ways preferable to ours. On the contrary, his Staff feems to be
much more inconvenient, both becaufe it forces the lower Part of the
Urethra too far outwards, and becaufe not being Grosved it cannot be
{ofurely cut upon ; forlet Frere Facques have never {o flteddy a Hand,

““ the
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<! the Poliit of "his' Biftoy iuft be apt 6 flide éitkier to atie’Side 6r o
 ther, upona Staff which isexa&ly round” |
s The Cindutlor. which He fhirufts into the Bitdder after the Wound
““is'made; is not at all proper'1o' direct his Foreeps thither, and ¢an be
“of no'manner of Service to' dilate the Incifion made in the Neck and
“ and Bedy of the Bladder, becaufe that Incifion is longer than the
“ Conduttor 1s broad ; and befides the Wound may be dilated by the

“¢ Forceps “ﬁ: this Advantage, that the Dilatation will never be more
“"thdn 1S neceffary, which is what no other Dilator can do.

The Account T have here given ‘of Monfieur Mery’s Obfervations
made on'difle&ing the Pirts car by Frere Fargues in this firft Tryal'of his
Operdtion, did not ‘properly Belong to this Part of my Hiftory; in' whith
my Pefigt is' not to confider eitlier the Structure of the Parts concerned
in this Method of Carting, nor the Judgment that has or may be formed
from thence concerning the Advantages and Inconveniencies 'ticrecﬁf. This
T'réferve for a diltin& Head : But as Monfieur Mery did afterwards re-
tract the greateft part of the favourable Opinion he had here conceiv’d
of Fyere Facgues, upon a more full Infight into his Operation'; and as
this is the firk T'ryal'that we have any certain’ Acfount ever to'have
Been made of it ; {judged'it' neceflary in entering upon the Hiftory of
this Method of Cutring, to make the Reader thus far acquainted with
the Nature of it, that theSequel of this Relation might be the more ca~
fily underftood.

 What Effe& this Report had dpon the Firlt Prefident, and'the other
Perfons to whom' it was communicated, Monfieur Mery has not in<
form’d us; nor of any thing elfe that happen’d before the fecond Expe-
riment was made, which was jult a Week after the firft,

Oi 'the 14th Day of the ame Month'of Déténiler, contintes our Aus
thor, I'went to the Hutel Dien, by a feccond Order of the Firft Prefident,
to {¢e  Frere _‘ngﬂéf'pt:tfc}rm' his Operation a fecond time. He cut the
dead 'Body ot a'Child between T'welve and Fourteen Years of Age, and
likbtwifé of a Womdn'5 into the Blddders of which Stones had been put
as ‘before.  He'cut’the Boy exa&ly'in thé fame manner ashe did the
Min, and I'difleGed the Parts cut’ in Prefence of the Phyficians and
Surgeons of the Hote! Dien. (17) F What
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What was the Refult of our Author’s Obfervations: we fhall fee.ifa;
where ; as likewife the Account he here gives of Frere Jaques M |
of Cutting Women. It is fufficient to remark in this Place, that the
Judgment he makes of both thefe Operations was not near {o favoura-
ble to the Monk as the former had been; and it may very well be, that
this was the Reafon of his leaving Paris 6 abruptly, as Monfieur Diouis
informs us, tho’ he has by Miftake placed the Time of his Journey two
Months too early. . kO O

The Court was then at Fontainblean, and thither our Operator re=
folved to fteer his Courfe. Upon his Arrival, he addre(s’d himfelf to
Monficur du Chefue, fitlt Phyfician to the Princes of the Blood, having
found means to, procure fome Letters of Recommendation to him; and
we may be {ure he did not. forget to fhow him his whele Bundle of
Certificates. Mouifieur du: Chefuwe! 'was: charm’d. with, the Account
the Monk gave him of his Defign in-going to Paris, his: Method of
Cutting, and the great Number of Operations which he had" per-
form’d: And out of a Zeal for the Welfare of his Fellow-Creatures,
which can never be enough commended, he mentioned him to Mon-
fieur Fagon, firlt Phyfician to the King ; to M. Bourdelot, firlt Phyfician
to the Dutchefs of Burgundy, and to feveral others befides ; who all
concluded that it would be worth while to fee him cut : And for this
purpofe a Shoe-maker’s Boy of Verfailles, then at Fomtainblean, and who
was troubled with the Stome, luckily offered himfelf. Monfieur du
Chefuze immediately fenc him to a Nurle, and ordered him all manner
of Neceflaries. Frere Facques perform’d the Operation in Prefence of
the Phyficians, and of Monfieur Felix, then firlt Surgeon to the King.
The Succefs an{wer’d their Expeétation, and they were all perfeéily {a-
tisfied with what they had feen, efpecially Monfieur Felix ; who from
that Moment took Frere Facques home to his Houfe, and kept him
there 2il the time he ftaid at Fomtainblean. S

This Operation we may eafily conceive made a great Noife, and
was publifhed all over the Court, The Princes of the Blood were in-
form’d of it by Monfieur du Chefue, and he gave them an Account every
Day of the Progrefs of the Cure. As for his own part, he look’d upon:
the Monk as a Man f{enc by God for the Relief of thofe who were af-
flited with the Staze; by a more eafy and lefs dangerous Method than
any that had till then been known ; and, indeed the firflt Effe&s of his
Operation on the Shoemaker were extremely happy, It was perform’d

very
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very quickly, the Urine came out through the ordinary Paffage a very
fhort time after; no bad Accident fuperveen’d, and the Patient was able
to go abroad in three Weeks Time. (18)

.. This was the firlt Operation that ever we hear Frere Facques per-
form’d, after his Arrival at Paris, on a living Body. It happen’d at
Court, to which he went of his own Accord, not by Invitation, as we
are told by Mr. Chefelden ; and by the Succefs of that, not by the Repu-

tation he had acquired by thofe he had cutr before, he recommended
himfelf to the Court.

Monfieur Dioris goes on to Frere Facques Manner of Cutting ; but the
Account thereof fent to Mr: Bauffiere from Paris, being prior to his in
order of Time, it muft for that reafon be inferted before it. Here is
the Defcription, {ays Mr. Bufjiere to Sir Hans Sloane, of the Way of per-
forming the Operation for the Extraction of the Stone out of the Bladder
by Brother Fames, an Hermic in Framce, as I received it from Paris.

He maketh ufe of a Steel Staff; much bigger and fhorter than thofe
which are commonly made ufe of. It is fhorter from the Top to the
Bending of it, it bends more than ours; he hath but two, one for
Men and another for Children.

- His Conduttor is flender and longer than ours ; the Point whereof;
which goes into the Bladder, being of the Figure of a Lozenge, is wide
and open in the Extremity.

His Forceps have longer Branches than ours; but the Holds of them
are fhorter and wider, with many large Teeth within,

The Eurethra with which he draweth the Sand or Gravel, which re=
main fometimes in the Bladder after the Stome 1s out, isfhorter than ours.

.~ His Knife is much longer and flenderer than ours,

He
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He cauleth the Patient tolie flat upon his Back,-eitherupon his Bed
‘or upon a Table, whereupon is a foft Quile, in fuch a manner, thac
the Fundament is three or four Fingers over the Table, {ome Servants
{fupporting his Legs and Thighs. He uleth no Ligature to faften the
Patient, giving him more Liberty than we do; he caufeth his Legs to be
bent againft the Thighs, but not the Thighs againft the Belly, gxbﬁn:
the Left, which in his Operation'he ufeth more or lef§, as‘he thinks fit.

~-Then he-introduceth- the Catheter or Staff into the Bladder; which,
tho’ bigger and fhorter than ours, yet feemeth to ran in eafier.  Very
often he holdeth it himfelf with his Left Hand, preffing it clofe towards
the Fundament, in order to dilate and extend the Membranes of the
Bladder; then he feeleth with the Fingersof his Right Hand, to find
out-thie Staff'through the Skin'; fo having felc it, he runneth his Theifion
Knife, ‘at the Bent of - the Left Thigh, upon the far Protuberance be<
low. the Iféhinm Bone, direttly upwards by the Reffum to- the Blad=
der, which he pierceth by its Neck, and {ometimes =z little above it.
When- he cutteth, the cutting Parts of his Knife are turned upwards
and downwards. Having thus pierced the Bladder, which he knoweth
by the Urine running out, then he turneth his Knife,. and thrufteth ic
a little further, in order to open the Bladder wide enough that" his
Finger may go ih eafily ; then he withidraweth his Knife, and enlargeth’
the Wound in the outward Parts, of the Length of two or three Inches ;
after which he thrufteth his Finger into ‘the Bladder, in‘order to-know
more precifely the Bignefs and Situation of the Stome, and make it loofe,
but chiefly to dilate the Overture of the Bladder, by tearing its Mem-=
branes. g o : ' {

Then he introduceth his Conduttor into the Bladder, along this Finger
which is in it . TR e o il

1 ke

When the Conduttor is in the Bladder he taketh the Staff out, and in-
troduceth the Forceps by the Conduttor into.it, with.which. he gets hold
of'the Styneand draweth it out. .

i

If he finds any Difficulty, either in getting hold of the Stone, or.in
drawing it out, he ufeth all the Ways commonly ufed, raifing the Left
Thigh more or lefs, putting his Finger in the Fundament, and fome-

times
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zimes; the Bladder, in-order to examine the Sicuation of the Stare; and
Joofen it in cafe there might be any Adhefion with the Membranes of
the Bladder. Having found out, and removed the Caulfe of the Diffi-
culty, he thruftech the Forceps again into the Bladder, and gets hold of

the Seone, -and pulls 1L0UL - i e o . il

. Itis to berobfery’d, that this fecond Time, nor any other, he ufeth
no Conductor, the Forceps running in very ealily. = He never thrufteth
his Finger or any Inftrument into the Bladder,. wicthout {teeping them
in Oil of Rofes. - He never ufes any Dilatatorium. or Cawsla, or Tents
in the Wound, except, fome fmall Doffils in the Lips of the outyard
Wound, to keep them open for a little while. He uleth no:Qintments
at all for the Wound, applying only a Pledget fteeped in Oil of Rofes
upon it ; for he underftands nothing at all of the Way of drefling
Wounds, nor in the Diet which, the Patient s to obferve s which
Things he doth not yalue... In this Way he operates as dexteroufly as

any of our beft Operators, (19)

Wherein this Account of Frere Facques Operation differs from the
reft ; and alfo wherein they all ditfer from one another, we fhall be
better able to fhow, when we have gone through all that belongs to the
Hiftory of it, . : _

The next Author, in order of Time, who has faid any‘thing further
about the Method of performing it, is Saviard ; and he has only told
us, that Frere Facques, who! cut {everal Patients in the Hotel Dien in the
Year 1698, uled to leave a large ill-contriv’d Catheter in the Bladder till
he had extratted the Stoue. (20)

- Dignisy to whom we now return, begins his Account of Frere Facques
Method, by oblerving, that he took no Pains to prepare his Patients
for the Operation, and cared not whether they had been blooded and
%r.‘uged beforerhand or not. He places the Patient upon the Edge of a
able fet in a good Light, and then lays him upon his Back, with only

a Pillow under his Head. He raifes his Thighs, feparates them wide
from ‘one another, bends his Legs fo that his Heels and Buttocks almoft
meet, and fets two ftrong Men to keep him in that Pofture, wi;l_mgt
ind-
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binding him at all, but trufting entirely to the Stﬁengﬁhv ﬁnﬂ‘-Ma:tugb-_
ment of thefe Affiftants. - | WO

1

The Patient being thusin a proper Situation, he introduces a greas’d
Staff not groov'd, into the Penis, and holding it in his Lefc-hand,
he thruflts out that part of the Bladder where he defigns to make his
Incifion : 'Then taking in his Right a long Biftoury fhaped like a Dag-
ger, he plunges it near the Point’ of the Left Buttock, two Fingers
breadth from the Peringum, and pufhing it ftreight towards the Blad-
der, he cuts into the Body thereof as near the Neck as he can, making

an Incifion as wide as the Size of the Stome requires it, before ever he
takes out his Biftoury. (S0 | A |

“He makes ufe of a Conduélor in ordéer to dire& the Forceps; which is
made pretty much of ‘the (ame Shape with ours ; but 'very often before
he introduces this Inftrument, he thrufts'his Finger into the Wound.to
difcover the Situation of the Stome. As foon as he lays hold of it with
the Forceps, he pulls it out {uddenly and roughly, never refle&ing on the
bad Confequences that {uch Violence may be attended with. ~If there
be more Stones than one, he extra&s all'of them after the fame manner
and when he finds there are ‘none left; he believes his whole Work to be
done, for he never thinks of getting any Apparatus ready - before-hand,
nor of drefling his Patients after the Operation. He ufes no Aftringents
nor Defenfives; all he does is to apply a little Oil and Wine to the
Wound ; and “when he is put in mind of the Neceffity there is of the
Patient’s being well looked after, his Anfwer is, I have extra&ed the
Stone, 1 leave God to cure the Patient. (21) o

Mr. Chefelden, in order to explain Frere Facques new-invented Way of
Cutting for the Store, thinks it fufficient to tell us, that it was by the
Direétion of a Staff into the Bladder near the Reffum ; and 'as he fup-

ofes this to be the fame with that pra&is’d afterwards’ in Holland by

r. Rau, we may gather this further, that he thought the Incifion
was made in the Bladder exaétly betwixt the Ureters, (22) '

Albinus informs us,. that the Parts prupa{'ed' to be cut .in Frere Facques
Operation, were not the Neck of the Bladder, as had been anciently

)

praciis’d, nor the Urethrass was commonly done at that time ; but tidle
Blad-
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Bladder itfelt on one Side, near the Neck, and a little towards the lower
and back Part, In order to this the Patient was laid upon his Back,
with his Knees erett, his Thighs bent, and kept at a {mall Diftance
from one another. The Incifion was begun on the Side of the Auus,
and afterwards the Knife was thruft obliquely inwards, and a little up-
wards all the way to that Part of the Bladder already defcribed ; and
laftly, a Pair of Forceps introduced  through the Wound to lay hold of
and extra& the Stone,

* Thefe are all the Accounts that I can find ever to have been publifh’d
concerning Frere Facques Method of Cutting upon the Staff ; and I have
placed them all together, Mery’s alone excepted, which came in more
naturally before, that it may be eafier for the Reader to compare them
with one another, or at leaft to perceive the T'ruth and Exa&nefs of
the Comparifon I fhall lay before him in its proper Place,

Frere facques was {uiliciently carels'd at Fontainblean, not to think of
leaving it while the Court remained there ; but I hear of no other Ope-
rations he perform’d during his Stay. = It had one good Effe& however :
By giving the News of his extraordinary Succefs, and the kind Recep-
ception he met with at Court, time to {pread over Paris ; he found s
Reputation as a Lithotomift much better eftablifhed upon his Recurn,
than it could otherwife have been, tho’ he had made a Thoufand iEx-
periments before the Phyficians and Surgeons of the Hofpitals. The
Approach of the Court to Paris contributed further to.this ; and there-
fore no fooner had the King left Funtaiwblean to go to Verfailles, but
Frere Facques refolved to try his Fortune once more at Paris 5 it that
can be called a T'ryal, in which he knew the Genius of his Nation too
well, not to be {ure tafucceed.

‘He arrived there about the Beginning of April 1698, having been
between Three and Four Months abfent. A very few Days atter his
Return, he cut a Woman nam’d de Lorrain, a Boy between Sixteen and
Seventeen Years of Age, two Men and another Boy, and three more, at
which Monfieur Mery was not prefent, The Days of the Month in
which all thefe Operations were perform’d are not fet down ; bur they
muft all have follow’d very clofe upon one another, for before the End
of April he had made a Journey to Perfailles, cut four People in an Ho-
fpital there, was return’d to Paris, and had cut in the Hofpitals of é@mt

s ity,
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City, having obtained what he {o much defized, Leave fo to do,, inthe
manner we {hall prefently relate. ' ', LL.

Concerning the Fate of thefe Twelve Patients, for I do. not find
that he cut any more, tho’ it is very probable he did, Monfieur Mery
informs. us, that one of the Parifians died twao Days after. the Opera-
tion, another in three Days, another in the Month of September follow-
ing, having never been cured ; the reft lived, but in fuch a manner as
did this new Method no great Honour, as we fhall hear in the proper
Place. Mery fays nothing of his Journey to Ferjailles 5 but Dianis who
mentions it owns, that all the Patients he cut there recovered in fome
fort or other, (23) |

One of the Three laft of the Paris Patients he cut upon the Gripe,
This is the firft time we hear of his Cutting for the Stome in that man-
ner ; and Monfieur Mery has given us the following Account of his
Method. He introduces the Fore and Middle Fingers of - his Left
Hand through the Auus into the Juteflinum Reflum; and preffing upon
the Bladder behind with his two Fingers, and before with his Right
Hand upon the Belly, he thrufts the Store towards the Pevineum, and
keeps it there by means of the two Fingers which he holds firmly behind
it.  In his Right Hand he takes his Biffoury, and beginning at the Pro~
tuberance of the Jfchium, he cuts all the Parts that lie between that and
the Stone.  So that his two Ways of Operating difter, not in the Courfe
of the Incifion, but only in the Laftruments he ufes, and the Manner of
extraéting the Stoue ; for whereas in the great Apparatus he cuts upon a
Staff, and ufes Forceps to draw out the Stowe, in this he cuts upon the
Stone itfelf, and takes it out by means of a Curete of about an Inch in
breadth. Firft of all he dilates the Bottom of the Wound, by thruft~
ing his Conduélor into the Bladder ; then forces in his Curete between the
Stone and the upper internal Surface of the Bladder ; and having gor it
behind the Stoue, he raifes the Handle of it with his Right Hand, the
two Fingers of his Left remaining ftill in their former Place; and timq,
in the fame manner as a Weight is raifed, or any other Qbftacle re-
moved by a Lever, he forces out the Stone. (24) e

Mr. Buffieré’s Correfpondent has likewife taqken'Nuticﬂ of this Me-
thod of Operating. Brother James, he {ays, very often cutteth the Pa~

tient upon the Gripe, almoft in the {ame manner as was ufed ﬁ?:meflg,
excepr



{ 25 )

except that he maketh the Incifion in the fame Place as for the for-
mer ; thuis Way he liketh better than the other, and it feemeth to be
more favoured by him, and indced it is furer, tho’ the prefling upon
the Belly which he doth, is a very bad Method. (25)

Neither Diouis, nor any of the reft of our Authors, have fo much as
mention’d this fecond Way of ‘Cutting.  The Succefs that attended it
we fhall fee as we go along. :

- We are now come to that Period of Fiere Facques Tranfattions at
Paris ;3 in which, as his Wifhes feem’d to be entirely crown’d, fo a
{pecdy Foundation was laid for the Ruin of that Reputation which he had
fo unaccountably acquired. 'The Operations which he had perform’d
immediately-upon his Return trom Fontainblean, had fo far fuccceded, as
that but T'wo Patients died out of T'welve that we know he cut. This,
joined to the favourable Character that fome Phyficians from the Pro-
vinces gave of him at Court, and the great Merit that was made there
of what had already happen’d to him at Fontainblean, made the Magi-
firates of Paris (not the King, as far as we can learn either from Mery
ot ‘Dioiis,' 26) begin to think' ferioufly of allowing him to Cut in the
two gteat Holpicals of that City.. In order to that, however, the Firft
Prefident thought it proper to call together the Adminiftrators of the
Hotel Dien, the Phyficians and Surgeons. belonging to it, and alfo Me(-
fieurs My and Beffiere who had before been commiflion’d by him to
infpeét ‘Frave ' Facques Experiments. on'dead Bodies, to hear their Senti=
‘mentsiupon a Matter wherein the Lives of the Sick People in that Ho-
{pital were fo nearly concern’d. 'The Affembly was held in the Arch-
bifhep’s Palace on the 24th Day of April, and Monficur Mery was de-
fited to give'his Opinion' the firft. He has fet down at length the
Difcourfe’ he 'made upon that Occafion; in which he endeavours to
oppofe the ' Monk’s:being allow’d to Cut;, as ftrenuoufly as he had in his
formier Report recommended him,
 None of the other Phyficians nor Surgeons pretended to difpute ei=
ther the Fa&s alledg’d by Monfieur Mery, or the Conlequences he
drew from them ; but they thought, that confidering the great Num-
ber of fuccefsful Operations which he had perform’d in the Provinces, as
they were inform’d by the Phyficians there refiding, it would be hard
10 condemn his new Method altngeger, upon account of a few unéucky
xpe-
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Esperiments he had made of it at Paris, efpecially fince the Publick was
fo much prejudiced in his Favour ; and therctore they gave it as their
Opinion, that the {urelt Way was to admit him to make new T'ryals;
which he could by no other means do fo well,.as by being aliowed to
Cut in the Horel Dien ; and this was accordingly refolv'd on. (27)

He was at the fame time admitted to the Chazité 5 and in thefe two
Hofpitals he Cut Sixty Patients, Forty two. in the firlt; and Eighteen
in the fecond, during the Space of one Seafon; that is, at fartheft be-
tween the 24th of 4pri/and the Beginning of Fuly ; for by the 8ch Day
of that Month, he had left Paris, réached Orleans; (which ts 100 Miles
diftant from it) and there perform’d an Operation. - '

'The Crowds to fee him Cut were inconceivable ; there was not .a
Phyfician nor Surgeon who did not dirive to get in, infomuch, that
they were forced to have Guards to keep off the Prefs; and there have
been Two Hundred Perfons prefent at once at his Operations.

Of thefe Sixty Patients Dionis tells: us motre: died than lived, and
at the Time he wrote that may be true; but by a Computation
which Monfieur Mery made of the different Fate of them, about Sep-
tember following, as near as I can guefs, (ince no Part of his Relation
appears to have been written after that Time; and it is certain it did
not exceed a full Year, becaule towards the latter End of it he ealls the
Time in which Frere Facques Cat in the Hofpitals the laft Spring : By
this Computation, I fay, it appears that Twenty Five died foon after
the Operation ; Thirteen went from the Hofpitals perfeétly cured,
as was thought, tho’ afterwards he was inform’d that fome of their
Wounds had broke out afrefh ; and Twenty Five remain’d in the Ho-
{pitals, fome affliGed with Incontinence of Utrine, others with Fiftulas,
and all of them fo very low, that according to the Information he had
received from the Officers and Servants of the Hofpitals, there was on
the 3oth of Fuly very little Hopes of their Recovery. On this Day,
our Author fays, he ended his Obfervations ; but as in ethér Places of
his Book he mentions Fatts which did not happen till September, it is
plain they were retouched after that Time, (28) = | . | |

Mon-
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Monfieur Merpwas at Pains-to examine the Bodies of fuch as died
after Frere Facques Operations with a great deal of Care, and he has fet
down the Obfervations he made uponthem : By thefe we may with
great Certainty judge of the Merit of thele Methods of Cutting for the
Stone; but before we can proceed to that, -fome few Fatts more,, belong-
ing to the Hiftory of them, mult firlt be related. : .

It isnot mentioned,. neither by Mery nor Diowis, how many died out
of .-ifﬂiﬂl}l’lﬂf(;}'tﬂl.; ‘but.itis probable that the Number was greater.in Pro-
portion, to thofe he Cat in the Chaiiré than in the Huel Diew.. Dionis
{ays, that Seven died there in one Day; and from thence, and from 2
Quarrel which Frere Facques is {aid to have had with fome of the Mouiks
ot that Houfe, it was, that he and his Friends took occafion to trump
up a fiGitious Story,, that,the Monks fometines poifun’d his Patients, .
and fometimes, cut, other Parts in drefling their) Wounds, than thofe
awhich he had touched,, in‘order to difcredit his Operation. - This Story,
how unlikely {o ever, -gained the: Belief of'great Numbers of People, and
the Death of Frere Facqgues Patients turned as much to his Honour, as
his having faved the Lives of the relt; but atlength, when upon Dif-
feGion of the dead Bodies, efpecially of thofe who had been Cur at the
Hotel Dien, in which there was no Sufpicion of any Fraud, the Ignorance
of the Operator, and.the Inconveniencices of the Operations, came to be
plainly difcovered, this Accufation vanifhed mmto Smoak ; and with it
the Reputation of Frere Facques, and his Interelt at Paris, which he had
reafon to think fo well eftablifhed ; {o that ic was foon afterwards re-
{olved.that he fhould be no more allowed to Cut in either of the Hofpi-
tals, - (29) - Saidas

. What contributed very much to this fudden Difgrace of Frere Facques,.
was the Death of the Marefchal de I’Orge, which happened in the moft
cruel and lamentable Manner, the very next Day after he had been Cut
by him ; while at the fame time Monlieur Fagon, who, notwithftanding
all the Sollicitations that were made to him; to put himfelf in the
Hands of Frere Facques, refolved rather to truft the Art of Monfieur-
Mavefchal, a skiltul and regularly bred Surgeon, recovered perfeétly af--
ter undergoing the fame Operation. (30)

.. Freve Jacques finding his Credit quite funk at Paris, and that there

was no Hopes left of getting any more Employment there, thought hi[?; .
- W | be
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beft Way was to withdrdw to fome other City in France ; and 'Orleans
was the Place he pitched upon. ' T'here, between the 8th and 15th!
of Fuly, he perform’d Eight Operations, Five in the Publick Hofpital
of that City, and Three elfewhere; as'we are inform’d by ' Létter which
“Monficur Noek a Phyfician ‘of -Orléasis, wrote to Monficur Mery, dated
Sept. 13. 1698, 'The Suecefs of thefe Operations ‘was every bit as bad
as thofe he performed in the Hofpitals of Paris. Three of the Eight
Patients died within a few Days after the Operation ; a Fourth before
Seprember, that s, inlefs than two Montlis after’he 'was Cut’; ‘One reco-
vered perfectly ;' anid ‘the' 'oelier' T'hree continuéd 'in''a linguifhing State,
‘being cither troubled with an Tncontinencé of Urine, or very“grofs
Sytmptoms’of & Filtgla/ (31 ¢ (51910 B vy Bl Roma andl Sy
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' Dionis {ays, he' Cut aftérwards at Lyons, Jii{:;d“iﬂ_ other Citles in Frames
but 'he muft cerrainly' be miftakén, finée by an ‘Advertiftment in ‘the
Amflerdam Gagette, Gated 'the 8th of Zugufhs iv ~appears) that!on' the
28th of Fuly, ‘that is (allowing for the Différéncé of ‘the Stile) only
23 ‘Days after his ‘laft 'Operation- at'Orlegns, ‘he “arrived aﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ#{iw
pelle. - The 'Subltahee 'of that ' Advertilément s, ;i's-{foT]&v}'S?":';-' ;f“*'-’f'-'_'- L’={:
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 artited at Aix la Chaptlle-on the 28th ‘of Fuly, to Cut'a Man for'the
¥ Stone 5 and fie hereby gives Notice, -that whoever dre‘afflited with
“ that Diftemper, the Gravel, ér any kind of He/nia or' Rupture, hé
“ will undertake to cure for nothing, ‘the Rich as'well“as' the'Poor,
“ only out of Charity and Benevolence to Mankind. He offrs to all

‘¢ Surgeons to teach them his Way of Cutting, and all his other Ope-

“ rations gratis; and to all Phyficians, to fhow them infallible Reme-
¢ dies againft the Gravel.  He lodges'at Monliéur Blondel’s 'a Phyfician.,
“ His Operations' are'all New, and"of his’own Inyention. “That’fog

“ the Stoue in'}ir.li*titii-lzrr never éndangers Life ‘and no Fiftula 15 to'be

¢ Fuared after it ‘He das perform’d it ‘¢n'Multitudes'ac Paris and ¥
% Jailles, in "Prefenice of ‘the Phyficians 'and Eurgeons ‘of the King ‘of
“" Fraine, and met Wwith an univerfal Approbation. (32) ~© *  f0
-5 ([aTag Dorovodst mosyied bivd' helogsribag “lotliiae Sadse ity
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'T'he Stile of this Advertifement fhows, that it was publifhed by the
Monk’s own Order; and from it, as well as feveral other Particulars
of his Hiftory, it appears fufficiently that he muft have been a moft pro-
fligate abandon’d Wretch'; ‘dnd that under an’ outward: Air of Simpli-
! city
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ity and Self-denial, he concealed fome fecret Defign or other, which
perhaps the Multitudes of Perfons that died under his Hands prevent-
ed-his ever putting in Execution,

- He gives himfelf out herenot only for an Operator for the Store; but

a Curer of Ruptures. He had made fome Experiments of his Talents that
Way in Paris, and more at Orleans : His Patients all of them recovered
after the Operation, at leaft we hear of nome that died ; but as it
was always accompanied with ‘Caftration, it foon met with a general
Difguft, and therefore he laid it afide during all the reft of the Time
he remained at Paris. (33)° 0 |

What Reception he found at Aix la Chapelle T have not as yet learned,
nor whither he went from thence, It is certain he was afterwards in
Holland, and Cut for the Stome there ; as we learn from Albinus in the
following Words, “ While Rax taught Anatomy and pra&is’d Surgery
¢ at Amfterdam, Frere Facques arrived there to pra&ife his new' Method
¢ of Cutting for the Stone, as he had already done in Framce. © For this
<¢ purpofe he obtained a Permiffion from the Civil Magiftrate 5 and Raw
¢ was frequently prefent at his Operations, which he highly blamed
“ and condemn’d.  This:Freedom of his gave fome Umbrage at firlt,
4% and: he/found him{elf obliged to hold his Tongue ; but afterwards,
¢ when sthey faw 'that all he had faid was confirmed by the Event,
“ Frere Facques Permiffion was taken from him, and Ran made Publick
¢ Lithotomift in his Room,
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A Comp.mﬁm of the ﬁ’wm! Deﬁmptzam
that have been given of Frere ]aques..
Merbod.r of C'mtmg Mal&n el

TN the foregoing Hlﬁory I have mlle&ed all that 1 can. ﬁud in Au-
thors concerning the two Methods ufed by Frere Facques in Cu:tmﬁ.
Men ; but as thefe Accounts are not only fome of them more full and.
compleat than others, but likewife differ -from one another in feveral.
Particulars; I -have thought it neceflary to compare them to 3 It
being impoffible to judge as we ought concerning the true Merit. of an.

©peration, except we be firft Ihrnughly acquamted wuh tha true Ma.n*-—
aer of performing it, - gl

To begin therefore by the Preparation of the Patient, the firft Step
gowards all Operations of this kind ; Diowis, the only Author who has
faid any thing about it, affures us, that Frere Facques looked upon:
Blooding, Purging, and every thing elfe that goes under that Name,
as Things indifferent. and 0! no Confequence to the Succefs of the
Operation; and indeed this agrees fo well with the Character we have |
given of him, and efpecially the fhort Stay he ufually made in the Places
where he Cut, that there can be no room tﬂ doubt. of the Truth of it.

The Inftruments he made Ufe of were firlt a Catheter or Staff. In
defcribing this, all our Authors agree well enough ; and from what they
have faid, we may conclude that it was: made of Steel, folid; round,.
without:a Groove,. thicker and fhorter than thufe ufed. in the common.

Way,



(131)

. Wijr,"ﬂiorfe:"- from the Top to the Bending; and bent more; that he
had two forts, one for Men, and one for Children, differing only in
Size ; and that before lie ufed.-it, he always dip’d it in Qil of Rofes, or
fome {uch thing..

~ ]

' His Incifion Knife, or Biffoury, as it is call’d in French, differ’d from
‘the common one chiefly in Length.  Buffiere adds, that it was {lenderers
and Dionis,. that it was fhaped like a Poinard.or Dagger.,

£
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=2t Mery has given us @ Figureof lis Dilator or Condutlor; by which it
will be better underftood ‘than by any Defcription that has been made
of it. Dionis fays in general, that it is pretty much of the fame Shape
with the common one, which. I believe is pretty far from being true.
But Mr. Buffiere’s Defcription will agree: very welk with Mery’s Figure.
‘His Conduttor, {ays he, is {lender, and longer than the common one ; the
‘Point whereof, ‘that'is all that Part which goes into the Bladder, being
“of the Figure of a- Lozenge, ‘is 'wide and open in the Extremity.

His Forceps no Auther has deferibed except Mr. Bufjiere, that is, they
all believed it to be like the common one ; but he tells us, that che
Branches are longer, and the Holds fhorter and wider, with many large

“Teeth within.  1t'1s for'the fante Reafon that they fay nothing of his
Scoop ; but Mr. Buffiere takes Notice, that that Inftrument, which. he -
calls an Eurethra, is fhorter than the commeon fort.

he Situation of the Patient, Number-and Office of the Affiftants. -
follow next in Order.  About all thefe Monfieur Mery is entirely filent 5 -
Buffiere, Dionis and Albinus EEIEE, except in a very few Particulars. The
“Patienc 'is laid upon his Back ona Bed'or Table, witha foft Quilt un-
“der him, or only a' Pillow under his Head, in {uch a manner that the
‘Fundament ds Three or Four Inches over the Edge of the Table, the
“Thighs ere&, net bent towards the Belly, and ata good Diftance from
onie another; (Albinus {ays- they are bent,.and not much feparated ;)
the Legs bent fo as that the Heels do almoft touch the Buttock ; and
in this Pofture he is kept by two ftrong Affiftants, without the help of
any Ligature, {o that the Operator is at Liberty to move any Part, as
“hethinks convenient. Iniodn A ¢ i M 18 212q D11 oAT
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‘The Patient being placed in this mantery Mery tells us that Frere
facques introduceth his Catheter into the Bladder ; and Byffiere adds, that
tho’ it be bigger and fhorter than the common ones, yet it {eems to
run in eafier ; that he very often (Dionis {ays always) K;jdq;i; in his
Left Hand, and prefles it clofe towards the Fundament, in order to
dilate or thruft out that Part of the Bladder which he defigns to Cut,
till hecan feel "it with his Fingers through the Skin. = Albiuus feems to
think that Frere Facues made Ufe of no Staff in his Operation ; for
befides, that he doesnot mention it in the Account he has givenus, he
makes the Addition Rar made to Fiere Facques Operation to confift in
a Staff, which he compares not with the Staff ufed by him, as he natu-
rally ought to have done; in'order to fhow wherein Rau'’s wa$ prefera-

bleto his, buc wich that ufed in the great dpparatus. . |

‘When Frere Facques had felt the Catheter through the Skin, he began
to make an Incifion.on the Lett and Infide of the Protuberance of ithe
Jfchium, and {o -cutting ~on obliquely from below upwards, he divided
whatever came in his Way till he reached his Catheter ; and it appears
by all Mery’s Diffections, from whom thefe Words are taken, that his
Defign was to cut the Neck of the Bladder length-ways, and as much
.of the Body of it as the Size of the Stuwe tequired. . * . . . :
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Buffiere defcribes  his Incifion | ithuos: He yunneth his Knife at t
Bent of the Left Thigh,/uponi the fat Protuberance, below the Hehium
Bone, dire&tly upwardsiby' the Reéfwn into the Bladder, which he
pierceth by its Neck, and fometimes a little above it. This Account
difagrees with the former, chiefly in the Courfe of the Incifion from its
Beginning till it reached the Bladder. - 1207 [ noifanie AT
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According to Dionis, the Knife. was plunged near she Point of the
Left Buttock two Fingers breadth from-the, Perinzum, and from thence
spufhed direétly forwards: into the Body of. the Bladder, as. near the
‘Neck as ‘he could, rand all-this before ever: hg took ont his Kuife, Here
‘the Neck 'of the Bladder is fuppofed to remain entire;  which iscontrary
2o both Mery and Buffiere’s-@blertations. 1 23 0} sued aged odd
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"The firlt part of Mr. Chefelden’s Account of his Way of Cutting, that
it was by the Direction of a Staff into the Bladder nearthe Reéfums, -m;}'



ey

[(F335)

be eithertrue or fulfe, jult as he underftoed it ; but the fecond Part, that

- the Bladder was cut exaély betwixt the Ureters, can never be true. This

fhall be fhown in defcribing the Struture of the Parts concerned in this
Opcration,

‘ -
LR

.. Albinus has copied Dionis’s Miftake about the Neck of the Bladder
not being cut ; but what he fays further, that the Incifion was begun
on the Side of the Anus, and afterwards the Knife thrult obliquely in-
wards and a little upwards into the Side of the Bladder near its Neck,
and a little towards the lower and back Part; is exactly agreeable to what
we have heard trom Mery.

"This being the Part of Frere Facques Method, which is of the greateft
Confequence 'to be rightly underftood, I thought it proper to bring here
under one View all that has been faid about it .

. The Incifion being made, Mr. Mery acquaints us further, that he
thruft his Finger through the Wound into the Bladder, to find out the
Stone ; and having obferved where it lay, he introduced his Conduiler to
dilate the Wound, if the Bignefs of the Stone required it, and allo that
it might dire& his Firceps into the Bladder. - As [oon asthe Forceps had
entered there, he drew out his Conduilor, and allo the Siaff out of the
Ukethza 3. then having felt for and laid hold of the Stoze with the For-
iy hie extratted both of them together,

v B
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... Buffiere’s Account of this Part of the Operation difagrees with Mery’s
ichiefly in this, that_hefuppoles the Wound to be dilated by the Knife
and Finger only, not by the Conduélor ; that he makes him enlarge the
outward Part of it Two or Three Inches after che firlt'Incifion is fi-
nifhed ; and that the Staff is taken out before the Forceps is introduced.
He has likewife made this very confiderable Addition to Mr. Mery’s
Relation, that. when the Monk found any Difficulty, . either in gettin

Hold of the Srore, or in drawing it out, he ufed all the Ways commonly
-practis'd, raifing the Left Thigh more or lefs, putting his Finger in
the Fundament, and fometimes into. the Bladder, in order toexamine
the Situation of the Stone, and loofen it in cafe there might be any Ad-
hefion with the Membranes of the Bladder. Having found out and

xemoved the Caufe of the Difficulty, EE thrufts the Forceps again in;:o
the
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the Blad}-iglr, gets hold of the Stone, and pulls it out ; and at this time
he ufed no Conduéior, the Forceps running in very eafily. A uag

Saviard makes the Staff remain in the Bladder till the Stoae is ex-
trated. This I take to be a Miftake, becaule it not only contradiéts
the two former Accounts, but becaufe by this means it muft have
been more difficult to fearch for, and lay hold of the Stone with the Forceps.

Dionis agrees with Mery in the few Things he has faid, without ha-
ving made any material Addition ; and A/binus has mentioned the Ex-
traction of the Store with the Forceps in very general Terms.

‘As for the Care of the Patient after the Operation, and the Drefling
of the Wound, both Buffiere and Dionis inform wus, that Frere Facques
negleGted that almoft entirely, or at leaft left it to other People ; and
amonglt all the Operations that he perform’d in the Hofpitals of Paris,
I cannot learn from AMery that ever he applied che leaft Thing” to any
Patient whatever,

In the Comparifon which I have here made of Frere Facques firlt
Method of Curting, I have taken care to point out the Miftakes of
the feveral Accounts we have of it, as far I could with any Cer~
tainty conclude there were any to be found. As for the other Particu-
lars in which they difagree, and about which I have not ventured to
determine any Thing, it may very well be {fuppofed that they have all
of them a real Foundation; f{ince it is more than probable, that at dif- |

ferent ‘T'imes, and on different Subje&s; the Monk may have operated
different Ways. : '

There is no room for fuch a Comparifon of his Method of Cutting’
upon the Gripe; for befides, that the only thing in which it differs
from the Old Operation that goes under that Name, was in the Place
where the Incifion was begun, we have no particular Accountof it but

from Monfieur Mery, and that has been already fet down. et
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Fudgments concermng Frere Jacques Me-
thod of Cutting Males.

Hﬁwmg now finifhed the Hiftory of Frere Jacques Operations for the
Stone, and compar’d all the Parts of his Method of Cutting, as
tar as there is any thing to be met with in Authors about it ; we are
fully in a Condition to underftand the Judgments that the fame Au-
thors have made concerning the Advantages and Inconveniencies that
muft attend it; together with the Reafons upon which their feveral
Decifions have been founded.

Monfieur Buffiere, as has been already faid, was the firlt who ven-

tured to publifh his Thoughts about thefe Operations, firlt in the Name
of his Correfpondent, and then in his own,

His Friend’s Opinion is, that Frere Facques Way of Cutting is not fo
{ure as the ancient Way, by which he means that of Marianus ; and that
for thefe two Reafons: Fll‘ﬂ: Becaufe the Point of the Knife not being
dire&ed by the Staff, he is always in danger of piercing all the Mem-

‘branes of the Bladder through and through ; and, Secondly, Becaufe
_the Place whereupon he maketh the Incifion bein “full of confiderable
. Veflels, one can hardly avoid Cutting of fome of them ; and accord-

ingly it was obferved in almoft all that died in his Hands, that there

was a great deal of Blood in the Bladder, and in fome in the Cavity
uf thE Abdomen.

The:
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The Author goes on to illuftrate thele two Reafons in this Manner:
He fucceedeth better when the Stoze is big and large than when icis
-[mall, by reafon that a big Stone not only extendeth z%remqe“wfﬁ
.ﬁ'ﬂppeth the Point of the Knife. He did refufe to Cut Oney in whof
Bladder there was but a fmall Stone ; which confirmeth me in the ._ai:,
“nion, that the Unfuceefsfulne(s of his Operations proceederh from the
“Point~of his Knite not being fopt nercher by the Staff not- Srone
for when there is but a {mall Store, the Bladder being empty, he muit
neceflarily cur the whole Bladder throughly, and confequently cut fome
of its own Vellels, which caufeth thé \Hemorrhage, which is the better
voided when the Stone is large.

' : o AR N -.'.,.'.-'.‘ts,if_;-l..“
Thus far Monfienr Buffiere’s Etiend ;' and, what bie adds “as his own
Opinion is not much diffcfent, except in‘ the Experiments he has
“made to prove how reafonable it is. I cannot approve the Hermit’s
Way, fays he, on all Occafions; yet 1 think it might be, ﬁlﬁfsug
improved ( by t}'h@ﬂ‘i he can mean no more than that Jilt'_ar[iglf;‘ e | IB
in (ome particular Cales.. What thefe Cafes are, will appear by jthe
“Obfervations he made abcut it, after he had received his Friend’s
Account. : by TR g 1§ 4o gy i
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1 took a Body, continues he, in the Bfadder of which I puta Stone ;
the Staff being in the Bladder, I did prefs it downwards hard enough
_as to be felt through the Teguments, and made the Incifion upon it in
the Bene of the Thigh, in order to know whether it would not be a
{urer Way by fecuring the Point of the Kuife ; Ey';haﬁ'“fqy,, \got my
Conduétor and Forceps into the Bladder, and drew the Srore very eafily ;
buc afterwards, by the Diflztion of the Body, I found that the Artery
of the Penis and the Veficuls Seminales were cut through and through;
-which cannot be avoided, becaule the Artery. and Pefienlz lie imme-
diately under that Part of che Bladd.t which, the. Siaff prefleth upon, . |
. i LOy; L eV RALA SO0 NG S0 .‘_1.'.:,...;.-'.._!:I
... I rook another Body, and having put in the Bladder, a I'f'n.:afl],!ar"thq‘.l'f.I '
~made the Incifion; much lower, and pierced, the Bladder under the S
by which Incifion I drew the Stonejs. then diflecting the Body 1 four
the ‘Bladder cut through and its Arteries, which can hardl: ,.baljjgéci::
of 1
ees an

‘the Bladder being then fo much contra&ed, that both Sides e
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Bladder are cut, before the Operator either feels the Stone, or y
- Urine running out, -I
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I tcok a third Body, in the Bladder of which I put a very large
Stone 3 the Staff being 1n it, 1 made the Incifion upon the fat Protube-
rancy under the Ifthium Bone ; and piercing the Bladder below the Staff,
I found immediately the Stone with the Point of the Knife, with which
I curt the Bladder the Length of an Inch; through which having intro-
duced the Coudutlor, and then the Forceps, 1 got hold of the Stese, and
drew it out very ealily. Then I did diffet the Body, and found that
neither the Peficule Seminales nor any Artery had been cut, by reafon
that the Weight of the Stone prefled the Bottom of the Bladder lower
than the Peficulz and Arteries.

Monfieur Buffiere’s two firft Experiments, we fee, confirm hisFriend’s
two Reafons againft this Method; and the third ferves for a Foundation
for his own Opinion in favour of it in fome particular Cafes ; that is,
- he thinks that this Way might be made ufe of when the Stome is very
big, and willingly I would prefer it, {ays he, to the old Way ; for by
this Way we avoid that extraordinary and violent Dilatation of the Neck
of the Bladder, which the Stone cauf{th when it is very big, and which
is the Caufe of the Inflammation and Mortification of the Bladder that
killeth the Patient. But when the Stone is very {mall, or but of an in-
different Bignefs, the old Way is eafier and furer. :

Monfieur Buffiere has given us his Judgment of Firere Facques Method
of Cutting on the Gripe likewife : I cannot approve, fays he, the Cut-
ting upon the Gripe ; becaufe, in that Way one cutteth through the
Profiates, which deftroys the Parts of Generation, I have obferv’d, that
all thofe who have been Cut by that Method, were never fit for Genera-

tion. (35)

" Dr. Lifler was at Paris when Frere Facques was there, and faw .
him frequently Cut. The principal Thing to be remarked in what
he has faid about his Method, is the favourable Judgment he makes
of it; and therefore I have chofen ‘to infert the whole Paflage in this

Place.

_ Another popular Difeafe at Paris, fays the Door, is the Stowe, and.

there are Men well praéis’'d in the Cutting forit, There are al}i‘; F.v_n
0lpl=



Hofpitals where great Numbers-are cut, Yearly, La Charité' and Hotel
Dien 3 but that which I fhall here moft infift upon is the New Way
praétis’d by Pfre"gargf:ﬂ, a Monk, About the 20th of April he Cut

in the Hotel Dien Ten in lefs than an Hour’s time ; the third Day atter,
all were hearty and without Pain but One,

He Cuts both by the Great and Lictle Appareil ; in, both he boldly
thrufts in a broad Launcet or Stilleto into the middle of the Mufcles
of the Thigh near the Auus, till he joins the Catheter or Staff, or the
Stone betwixt his Fingers ; then he widens the Incifion of the Bladder,
in Proportion to the Stowe, with a Silver Oval Hoop; it that will not
do, he .thrufts in his Four Fingers.and tears it wider, then with the
Ducks Bill he draws it out,

I faw him cuta fecond time in the Hotel Diex, and he perform’d it
upon Nine Perfons in Three Quarters of an Hour very dextroufly. - He
{feemed to venture at all, and put me into fome Diforder with the Cruel-
ty of the Operation, and a ftouter Englifbman than my felf; however,
1 vifited them all in their Beds, and found them more amaz’d than in
Pain, | |

Pere Facques cut alfo his Way in the other Hofpital La Charité, much
about the fame time, Eleven at twice. Here Monfieur Marechal, the
beft of the'Surgeons now in Paris for this Operation, harangued againft
him before the Governours ; who coldly an{wered, they would be de-

rermined by the Event which Way was beft.

 Of thole Cut at La Charité, One died ; and being diffe&ted, it was
tound he had his Bladder pierced in four or five Places,. alfo the Mujf~
‘culus Pfoas fadly mangled, alfo the Left Peficula Seminales cut. Notwith-
ftanding this, if this Method was well executed- by a skilful Hand, it
might be of good Ufle to Mankind.  ° il ogil

Since my Return I had a Letter from Mr, Probie, a very learned and"!
induftrious young Gentleman, who was with me to {ee: the Operation ;.
that Part relating to this Matter I fhall here tranfcribe. It!d,ﬁedaﬁl:
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mightily. long’d for an Account of this Matter, the Suczefs of which I
came away too foon to leagn any thing for certain.

- Pavis, Auguft 2. 98.
{3 PEre j’aguﬂ Reputation mightily {lackens; out of Forty Five that

¢ he Cut at the Hotel Dien, burt Sixteen of them furvive ; and of
“ Nineteen in the Charité, but Eleven. He has practis’d at the Hofpi-
““ tals at Lyons ; but, ’tis faid, with more Succefs than at Paris. I1-am
“ fenfible he has got Abundance of Enemies, which makes me very
‘““ much queftion what I may hear faid of him. Dr. Fagon, the King’s
“ Phyfician, told Dr. Tourneforr, when he went to prefent his Book to
“ him, that he had Cut Seven at' erfuilles, and' that Six of them are a-
¢ live, and as well as if never Cut. The Perfon that died was {o di-
“ ftemper’d, that he was not expeéted to live ; and it was thought if he
 had not been Cut, he had not lived fo long. The Surgeons have a
 great mind to cry down the Man, tho’ they practife his Method ;
“ for Marechal has fince Cut after Pere “facques Manner, only with this
¢ Difference, that Marechal’s Catheter was canulated. La Rue, the Se-
 cond Surgeon of the Charité Holpital, Cut after the Old Manner, at
““ the {fame time when Marechal Cut Pere Facques Way, but had not fo
“ good Succefs as Marechal had ; for all that Marechal Cut are alive and
“ well, whereas the other loft One or Two of his Number; befides;
““ thofe that lived were not fo foon cured, no not by a Month, or Six
 Weeks.” Thus far Mr. Probie.

I now go on to Monfieur Mery; and in relating the many Obferva-
tions he has given us concerning Frere facques Operations, 1 fhall obferve
this Order; firft, to fet down the Obfervations themfelves in the fame
Order of Time in which they were made ; and Secondly, Make a me-~
thodical Extra& of the Reafonings and Conclufions he draws from

What the firlt Experiments made by Frere Facques furnithed him
with upon both thefe Heads, has been already taken Notice of. Upon
diffe&ting the Body of the Boy on which the fecond Tryal was made,
our Author obferved, that the Monk had cut the Aeelevaror Maujcle,
which remained untouched in the former; and that the Beginning of
the Urettra, the Neck, and that Part of the Body of the Bladder which
lies near the back Part of the Os Pubis, were fo much torn as to be alﬁ:-

mo
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molt entirely feparated from' the reft. 'Thefe Accidents he }'udFéH were
to be imputed to the Tenderne(s of the Parts, the Largenels of the
Monk’s Finger which he thrufts into the Bladder, and the too great
Length of his Staff ; and from this we may probably infer, that he was
not at that time provided with {uch a Szaf proper for Boys, as we are
aflured he afterwards made Ufe of. (36)"" e s

=

The firft living Perfon he Cut at Paris wasa Woman. Out of the fe-
cond he extracted Four or Five large Stones: The Patient loft a great
deal of Blood in the Operation, and three Days afterwards a very great
Hemorrhage happen’d,’ the Blood coming out through the Wound, the
Penis and Apus at the fame time ; which made it plain that the Zutefti-
#um Reétum had been cut; and accordingly he voided two Worms by
the Wound, and Excrements were found upon the Tents applied to it.
He had afterwards a Fiffula, and died ‘about two Months after the O-
peration, but his Body was neveropened. (37) - A

Of Three others which Monfieur Mery faw Frere Facques Cut foon
atter, one died of an Hemorrhage in two or three Days ; Another was
afflicted with 2 Tumour in the Groin different from an Herzia, and an
Incontinency of Urine, tho” his Wound was cicatriz’d ; the Third our
Author could hear nothing of. (38)

The firft Perfon that he cut upon the Gripe, died two Days after the
Operation ; and being opened, his Bladder was obferved to be ‘torn as
with an Iron Comb, by the Forceps and Curette, which had been feveral
times thruft into the Wound. (39) | o

)

The other Obfervations which Monfieur Mery has given us, were made’
on the Bodies of fuch as Fyere Facques had Cut in the two Hofpirals.
The firft dead Body he difleéted, was of a Man who died Five Days af-
ter the Operation ; his Scrotum, Penis and Bladder were gangreen’d,
and the Left Levator Ani cut according to the Direction of the Fibres.
In the Bladder remained one Piece of Stome of the Size of a Man’s "
Thumb, and another fmaller which was lodged between the Membranes

of it.
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In'the Second, the Inteftines were all over inflamed, and {ome Parts
of them gangren’d, The Cavity of the Abdomen was filled with a ftink-
ing ferous Matter, the thickeft Parts of which glewed the Inteftines to
one-another, and allo to the Bladder, Peritonaeum and Mefentery. The
Bladder itfelf was gangrened, and there was a: Wound in the Bottom of
it, by which the Cavity of it had a Communication with that of the
Abdomen : This Wound was round, and confequently in all Probability
made with the Catheter. There was likewife a Wound in the Neck of
the Bladder, on that Side which lies next the Reffum, two Inches deep
and one broad, with a Bit of Store ftill fticking in it,

The Third Body had been Cut on the Gripe, and the Operator had
begun his Incifion an Inch and a half higher than in the reft. 'The Ca-
vity of the 4bdomen was here likewile filled with a ftinking pituitous
Matter, ‘which glewed the Inteftines in the Hypogaftrick Region to the
Bladder, and they were alfo very much inflam’d. = The Neck of the
Bladder was quite feparated from the Urethra, and the whole Body of it
inclining to.a Gangrene. It was thickerand harder than ordinary, and
between it and the Peritoieum there was found a great Quantity of Urine
and extravafated Blood. 'The Futeffinum Rectum was bruifed and fhat-
ter’d, and of a livid Colour.

Mexry’s Fourth Obfervations were made on Five Dead Bodies, Four
of which had been Cut two Days before, the Other fome time longer s
But in: thislaft:the Lower Belly was fo much corrupted, that it was im-

ible 'for' him: to examine’ whence that terrible Diforder proceeded.
In the reft he found the Urethra cut’ off from the Bladder, and the Blad-
der feparated from the Os Pubis ; fo that the Nerves,- Arteries and'
Veins of the Penis being by this means either broken or cut, there was
a great Quantity of Blood between the Peritonaum and the Pifeera of the
Hypogaftrick . Reion; the moft-Part of which were very much'bruifed.
Inionelof ithefe Bodies the Inteftines were every where inflamed, ‘and in
fome Places gangrened, the Cavity of the Abdomen being filled with Pus.
In two others it was filled with a ferous Matter dy’d with Blood. Four
of thefe Patients, as Monfieur Mery was inform’d, had been Cut upon
th&tGrlpe. dino 2/ aron Doib odw - oy 0
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_ His Fifch Obfervations were made upon the Bodies of Six Chiildren;
fome of whom had been Cut upon the LG’Ir:'pe, and others upon the Staff. In
il L ' all
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all of them he found the Bladder feperated fiom the Urethra and Os Pubis,
the Blood Veflels of the Penis broken or cur, the Reffum and all the Parts
thereabout bruifed, becaufe the Monk had thruft his Fingers into the
Aunus of them all.  Moreover, in one of them the Bladder was cut with
the Biftoury, from the back to the fore Part; in another, from the Left
Side to the Right near the Neck. = He found likewife a great deal of
extravafated Blood ; which, together with the Contufion of the Parts,
had produced in fome of them Inflammations and Gangreens, in others
confiderable Abfcefles, the Matter of which run out at the Wound.

'The next were made on the Body of a Boy between Thirteen and
Fourteen Years of Age, whom Frere facques had Cut upon the Gripe.
Befides that, the Bladder was feparated from the Os Pubis, he found the
Hamorroidal Arteries cut, which had produced an Hemorrbage av two
different Times; and that; together with- the Mortification of the
Wound, were the chief Caufes of his Death.. What was further pecu-
liar to this Operation was, that in pufhing his Knife towards the Blad-
der, Frere Facques had open’d three different Paflages, one at the lower
Part of the Scrotum, the fecond between the Bladder and the Reffum,
the third between the Peritoneum and the Qutlide of the Bladder.

'The Seventh dead Body was of a Child, which had likewife been
Cut upon the Gripe; the Cavity of the Omentum, as well as the dbdomen,
was full of a ferous {tinking Matter, the Sediment of which had glewed
the Inteftines to the Bladder; and all of them were gangrened: at the
Place of their Union. The Reffum was livid, and that as well-as the
Bladder furrounded by a fetid Ulcer, the Matter of which run out ac
the Wound. In order to extract this Stowe, Frere Facques ran his Knife
from the Protuberance of the Ifchium, between the Reitum and Perito-
neum, and entred the Body of the Bladder without touching either the
Neck or Urethra, making a Wound about five Inches deep, ‘which he
could not do without Cutting a great Number of Blood Veflels; and
cruelly dilacerating the Parts, ) 5 nen 200l smrg
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The Eighth Body was of a Child, who died near a Month after'the
Operation ; but not having been opened, the only Obfervation that
could be made was, that during all that Time the Wound continued
open, and that the Urine came out that Way, O daid st
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. 'The next Male Body wis likewife of a young Boy, who died fix
Weeks after he had been Cut. The Wound remained ftill open, and
was of a very livid Colour. Between the RefZurm, Os Sacrum and Perito-
waum there was a fetid Ulcer; the Matter of which run out at che
Wound ; the Neck of the Bladder was parted from the Penis, and the
Veflels of the Penis cut. The Reftum was wounded and gangrened ;
and by this laft Accident'it appears;: that this Child had been Cut upon
the Gripe. 'The Cavity, of the Hypogaftrium was filled with a ferous pu-
rulentdMatters! <7 «logmel maband b ! [

1

The next Obfervations are taken from grear Numbers of dead Bo-
dies ; and, inrefpe& of the reft, may well be called General Obfervati-
ons, In Three Patients Cut by Fiere Facques, {ays our Author, Worms
were f{een- to- come' out; in; one ‘through the Wound, in the ovher
two through the Urethra; which makesit plain that the Jatefiinum Rettum
had been Cut in all of them, and a Communication opened, in the
firlt between that and the Wound, and in the relt between it and the
‘Bladder.  Again, it was obferved that moft of his Patients died with
Convulfions, and all of them with a greater Lofs of Blood than com~
monly happens to thofe who are Cut the Old Way. =

The two laft Obfervations were made on the fame Body, partly be-
fore and partly after the Death of the Patient. About feven Weeks
after he 'had been Cut; his Wound was looked upon to' be in a very
good State, but: as far from, being clofed as at the Beginning : both
Urine and a‘ purulent glearious Matter, mixed with Gravel, continued
to run through it, and the Patient was ftill in a very weak Condition,
In nine Weeks after he died, and his Body being opened, he was found
to have a Fiffula; the Entry thereof was wvery narrow, but farther in
it was an Inch broad; and five Inches: in Length, teaching: from the
Bent of the Buttock - (Moigion de la feffe) to the Neck: of the Bladder,,
and from thence between: the Body of it' and the Reffam. Into-the
innermoft Part of it run Matter from an Abfcefs which lay between the:
Os Sacrum and the Reffum. All the Parts contained in the Hypogaftrium
were very black ; and as there is noroom to doubt butthat the firft Caufe:
of the Fiffula was owing 'to the Incifion,, it is likewife probable, that
before or after; having cut that Part of the Urethra which joins to the
Neck of the Bladder, he had loft his Way ; fince the Body of the Fiffula
lay between the Bladder and the Reffum, and fince it was evidently
impoffible for him to make an Incifion five Inches deep, without cut=

ung,



(44—)

ting many Veflels, and alfo: making the Parts fuffer an extreme Vio-
lence, in extracting the Stome ; there is reafon to think, that from thefe
two Caufes proceeded  that Fluxion which produced the Abfcefs, the
Matter of which had corrupted the Parts. (40) ¢+ & ¢ i

b | widl ' FERTETR T

Thefe' are the Obfervations which Mery has given us, concerning
the ‘Accidents which either attended - or followed upon Frere Facques
Operation ; and by f{eeing them all here at length, the Readelawill not
only have the Satisfaction of obferving all the various Kinds of them,
but likewife which of them happen’d moft frequently, and in how many
different Manners they were combined in different:Subjeési v

What ‘the Author has: remarked -in» feveral’ Places, concerningthe
particular Parts. cut in particular Operations; will {erve to confirm and
illuftrate an' Obfervation 1 have already made, That ‘it is not always
a' Proof, that where the Accounts. which' have beengiven of Frere
:}'acgm.r-Methﬂds of Cutting are different from one another, fome of
them muft be falfe; fince by the Inftances: our 'Author has here fet
down, it is evident,y that in’ the Courfe ofl lis! Operations  ac Pavis;
he differed as much from himfelf as thofe Accounts do from one
another.
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1. go on; in- the neﬁt- Piaﬁa-,-m:thé'—- Emdluﬁ&ﬂs&:tﬁﬁiéﬁ=-lﬂﬁrﬁéﬁ‘t-
Mery -has drawn from ‘thefe Obfervations, ‘as' ffar: as: they relate- eitlier
tothe Operations themfelvesy ot to Frere Fucques as'thie Operators: i -

ll]'. i L v ,.:l:. lL:.:.'.-{'-:' d i A

To begin by theOperations: Thefirfk Conclufion concerningthefe,
which I fhallmention from Monfieur-Mery isy thav in bothFrere Fasgiies
Methods:of Cutring, it is'a very difficule: Matter “fiot' to fepataterche
Neck of the Bladder from-thié Urerhifa,'l This-Propeficion' hecproves
thus: That Part of ‘the Urethrz which 'is join’d to'the Neck of the
Bladder, beingfituated in the Angle' formed by the Union ‘of the0ffz
Pabis, and the flat Part of the Incifion Kuife being' laid “to’ the Infide
of ithefe Bones, and of 'the Protubérince'of the Hebinm, /it is impoiiible
to reach the Urethra but-in an’ Obliqie Line; *it muft therefore necef
farily'be ' cut obliquely : 'Htcbtdihglgrﬂ-ﬂdiénlhe ufed the Staff, 'he eue it
half “thorough, and’ confequently deftroy’d’ 'half its Forcey wherefore
the Refiftance of the Urethra being now Wéﬁkﬂlthan--the'lﬁﬁﬂﬁ-Wﬂiﬁ
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he muft make to draw the Stowe through the Neck of the Bladder,
which in this Cafe remains entire, the relt of the Urethra is quite torn
oft and broken; rto which this likewife very much conduces, that as he
draws the Stone from above downwards in the Direétion of the Wound,
the Neck of the Bladder is torced out of the Dire&ion of the Canal
of the Urethra, and by this Means more eafily {eparated from it. The
fame Accident may likewife follow from the Violence he is obliged to
ufe, in order to introduce either his Fviceps or his Finger into the
Bladder.

When he cuts upon the Gripe, the Cafe is [till more evident ; for as
here in making the Incifion, he has not the Staff to dirett and refift his
Knite, the Urethra is liable to be cut quite through at once, as often as
he meets with that Part of it which lies between the Infide of the Os
Pubis and the Neck of the Bladder ; and to this, as we have {een, was
owing the Death of many of the Children whom he cut this Way. (41)

A Second Conclufion drawn by Monfieur Mery 1s, that it is almolt
impofiible to prevent both Incontinency of Urine and Fiftulas in Frere
Facques Ways of Operating. To prove this, our Author begins by ob-
ferving, That in thefe Methods it is abfolutely neceflary, that either
the Urethra alone be cut, or the Neck of the Bladder alone, or the Body
of it alone, or laflly, the Neck and Body together,. If the Urethra alone
be cut, and be not torn afterwards from the Bladder, he thinks f{uch
Patients may recover perfeétly. If either the Neck of the Bladder alone,
or the Neck and Body together are cut, it is evident that the Sphinffer
muft be cut likewife ; and as this Mulcle can never recover again its
former Tone, an Incontinency of Urine muft enfue, tho’ the Wound
be never fo well cured. If the Body of the Bladder alone be cut, a Fi-
ftula is inevitable, which he thus proves: The Ufe of the Sphinffer is
to fhuc the Bladder, and hinder the Urine from running out, except
when the Bladder being comprefled by the Mufcles of the Abdomen, the
Urine is by this means, and by the Elafticity of its own Fibres driven
towards the Neck of it, with a Force which is greater than the Re-
fiftance of the Sphinfler : But if when this Force is apply’d, at the time
that the Bladder is wounded, the Refiftance will be lefs this Way than
that which is made by the Sphinfler, and confequently the Urine muft

flow out at the Wound, by the Continuance of which a Fiftula wiil be

formed. (42)
N Thirdly,
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Thirdly, The Incontinence of Urine and Fiftulas which happen from
this Way of Cutting are altogether incurable, Both thefe Inconveni-
encies, our Author obferves, may attend the old Methed; but then,
as the Fibres of the Sphinffer may not be quite deftroyed, it is pofiible
for them to contralt again and recover their former Tone ; whereas,
when that Mulcle is cut quite through, this can never be hoped for.
Fiftulas likewife which aret}n ficuated, as that Caulticks and other pro-
per Remedies may be applied to them, are curable; butin thofe caufed
by Frere Facques Method of Cutting, this is impofiible. (43)

In the next Place, the Szaff which Frere Facques makes Ule of is alto-
gether infufficient to guide the Point of his Knife, or hinder it from
flipping, fometimes to one Side; and fometimes to the other. If his
Knife pafles the Staff towards the fore Side of the Os Pubis, it will be
apt to enter the lower Part of the Serotum ; and by wounding the Vef-
fels, opens a Paflage for the Blood amoengft the Membranes which have
been cut: By this means Abfcefles, Inflammations and Gangrenes in
thefe Parts are produced. If the Point of the Knife runs in behind the
Os Pubis, befides the Accidents mentioned in the foregoing Conclufions,
he is liable to wound the Bladder through and through ; and by this oc=
cafion Ablcefles, @&. in all the Parts contained in the Hypagaﬂ]:-ium.

Again, the Place in which Frere Facques makes his Incifion, 'élpﬂfeﬁ
him very often to wound the Jateftinum Reitum. t4d bre g0 or

In fine, befides the Convulfions, Hemorrhages, and other mortal In-
conveniencies which often happen upon his Curting the Blood Veflels of
the Peyis, (e, if any of thefe Patients fhould recover, they muft be

impotent all their Lives after. (44)

This is the Sum of what Monfieur Mery has told us concerning the
Tnconvéniencies which he thinks may be gathered from the Nature of
Frere j’atci{ufs Operations, as well as from the' Obfervations which Ex-
perience furnithed him with. = As for what relates to Frere Ffacques him=
{elf jas-an Operator, it is but of very {mall Importance for: any/body
now a-days, to know wherein his particular Mifcarriages confifted :
They may bein general reduced to thefe two Heads ; his Ignorance of

the Structure of the Parts, join’d to a Defc& of Judgment, whigl}r he
' ifco=

e L
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difcovered on mﬂﬂé QOccafions ; and Rafhnefs and Want of Attention in
performing his Operations. To the Iaft of thefe were owing the
Wounds he often made in the Bladder with his Staff, and the difterent
Paflages by which he forced his Way into the Stons, with his Knife, Fin-
gers, Forceps, @c. in the {fame Perfon, _

. Monfieur Mery has likewife made a Comparilon between Frere Facques
Method of Cutting, with what was commonly praétis’d at that Time 3,
but as all the Particulars, upon which that Comparifon is founded, have
been partly already taken Notice of 1n this Hiltory, and the reft belong
to that of Marianus, it would be a ufele(s Repetition to infift any further
upon it.

Before we leave Monfieur Mery’s Book, it will be proper to infert
that Part of the Letter mention’d to have been written to him from Ov-
leans by Monfieur Nve/;, which contains the Hiftory of the Operations
Frere Jacques perform’d there.

Frere Facques Way of Cutting, fays Moniieur Neel, differs from that
which is commonly in Ule, only in the Place where the Incifion is
made ; for inftead of the Region of the Perinenm, he begins his in the
Fold of the Buttock, (ply de la feffe) from thence he goes obliquely, di-
recting his Knife as much as he can towards the Neck of the Bladder s
but as the different Thicknels of the Parts in different Subjeéts varies
his Operation confiderably, it is no wonder that the Incifion is not al-
ways in the {ame Place of the Bladder ; efpecially fince it does dot ap=
pear that he has any certain Rule for this, but cuts fometimes higher,
{fometimes lower, fometimes further back, fometimes further forward :
However, this new Operation never fucceeds better than when, either
by Chance, or by the Dexterity of the Operator, the Incifion happens
to be in the Neck of the Bladder.

Frere Facques perform’d Eight Operations in this City, Five in the
Hotel Diens and Three elfewhere. The Firft was upon a Man of Fif:y
Years of Age, and both Phyficians and Sargeons who were prefent af-
{ured me that it was done with a great deal of Dexterity; the Stome
was much of the Size and Figure of an Egg, and none that faw it doubt-
ed of the Succefs.

However,
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However, Fiveor Six Days after the Patient was affli&ed with a con-
{iderable Hamorrhage, and on the Tenth with another; fince that
time he has felt extream Pains in the Region of the Perineum, Anus
and Scrotum, caufed by an Abfcels in thefe Parcts, which is at length
broken by means of proper Remedies applied to it. It open’d in the
lower Part of the Scrotum, and there came out a great Quantity of pu-
rulent Matter. Ever fince, the Urine runs both that Way and through
the Wound, tho’ in a lefs degree than before. 1 have feen him drefs'd
feveral times ; and by examining both Wounds, I find them difpofed to
remain Fiftulous. "The Patientis in a very low Habit of Body, and in
no Condition to undergo any further T'ryals for a Cure. -

The Second Operation was on a Man of Sixty. It was very long and
troublefome ; he loft the Stoze feveral times, and at laft it broke. It was
of an Oval Figure,and about the Size of a Pidgeon’s Egg. When it was
out, there was a Part of the Inner Membrane of the Bladder found ftick-
ing toit; and another Portion of a Membrane followed it fome time at-
ter, in which fome Gravel was wrapt up. The Incifion, contrary to his
ufual Cuftom, was begun at the Extremity of the Scrotum, and from
thence run obliquely towards the Fold of the Buttock. The Operator
had no Incifion Knife, but was obliged to make ufe of a Razor.  Ever
after the Operation, the Patient was troubled with the Hickup, a
Loofenefs, and a great Tenfion im the Abdomen. 'The Penis, Scrotum
and Anmus were bruifed, and of a livid Colour almoft like a Gangrene,
which was prevented only by the Care and Skill of the'Surgeon em-
ploy’d. The Wound was always foul and rotten, notwithftanding the
{irongeft Deterfives that could be applied. It refembled the Mouth of
a Lampray both in Figure and Colour, and the Patient complained of
an exceflive Heat in the Scrotum and End of the Penis, through which his
Urine pafled fometimes, but with extream Pain; and it never ceafed
to come out at the Wound, which remained in fuch a miferable State,
that _his Death was not {urprifing to any. His Body, however, was
not opened. _

The Third Perfon Frere Jacques Cut was Sixty Six Yearsof Age. He
extratted two fmooth Oval Stowes, both of them of the Size of an Egg.
I was inform’d that this Operation was perform’d very dextroufly, and
in very little Time. The Incifion was made lower than in the reft,
that is, at a greater Diftance from the Scrotwm. In Five or Six Weeks
time the Patient was perfeitly recovered. He has no Incontinency of

Urine,
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Utide, and it came through the Wound Jonly for the firft Eighteen ox
Twenty Days |

‘The Fourth Patient’ was about Eleven Years old, but his Wound is
not as yet ’héhlé'd;'-JWhat,?'é_s“-phﬁieular- in ‘him is;. that tho’ {fome Urine
ftill continues to flow out at the: Wound, et the greateft Quantity
comes through the Penis, ‘and mot inwoluntarily. peither. - His Wound
feems now to be in a very good- Difpofition, if the Urine that runs that
Way does not hinder the Cure.

'The Fifcth was of thefame Age, but he died the fourth or fifth Day
after the Operation, with a Feverand Vomiting. ThisOperation was
very troublefome and violent ; and upon opening the Body, we found
that the Incifion had been made on one Side of the Neck of the Bladder,
fome Part of the Sphinfter, and a little of the Body being Cut. The
Figure of the Wound Wastriangular, oblique "and: tranf{vetfe; it ha-
ving been made at different T'imes, - I :

' Phe 'Sixth Patient 'was'Cut updsicthe Gripe, and with a great deal of
FEafe.  He ‘extra&ed two Stoass, both of the: Bignefs of. a Walnut with
the Husk on.” ‘The 'THirty Fifth Day’ after the Operation. the Urine
began to‘come out the right Way 3’ but'the greatelt Part of it pafles {till
through the Wound, and in’all Appearance it will remain Fiftulous.

"The Seyenth Operation was made on a young Man of T'wenty T'wo
Years of Age. Frere Facques could meicher find the Stome nor Staff with
his Knife, which made it a long while before he could extra& it. The
Patient died in four Days with a high Fever and Vomiting ; and when
he was opened, we found the whole Sphinffer Cut tranfverfely. (45)

Mo this Place likewife may 'belong the Reflections which Monfieur
Saviard has made upon Frere Facquesin Obf. 1o9. .

On the 18th of Fuly 1698 (it is printed by Miﬁake'w’pé} I was fent
forto the Abby of St. Germain des Prex, together with Monfieur Facque-
mier Dottor of Phyfick, Monficur Eﬂﬁm Deputy (Lieutenant) to the

King’s
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King’s Firft Surgeon, Mefl. Collot;. Tolet! atid Colignon LitHotomilts, to
examine the Wound of a Benediitine Monk, who had been Cut by an
Operator nam’d Frere Facques Beaulien. We found the Patient ex-
treamly fallen away, with a {low Fever, which had continued upon him
ever fince the Operation. His Wound, which we were told had been
corrupted, was then ruddy enough without any Hardnefs or Tumour a-
bout it, but as wide open as the firft Day it was made. We faw the
Urine run outat ity together with a glairous purulent Matter, and a
gravelly Sediment.

It was our Opinion, that the Bladder was ulcerated, and that there
were but ‘lictle: Hopes: of ‘his Recovery ; we ordered what'we thought
~ proper, but he died the 21t of Seprember . following, the Wound re-

maining always open;

This Frere Facques was and. is ftill looked upon. by fome People as a
very wonderful Operator, notwithftanding all the Dilcoveries that haye
been made of his Mifcarriages ; and that for four or five Reafons, 1.
Becaufe he Operates differently from the other Lithotomifts. 2. Be-
caufe he fhows a great deal of Courage im Cutting, and Affurance in
bragging of his Feats. 3. Becaufe he appears to' be difinterefted.
Becaufe he wears a Religious Habit, and has a great Air of Devotion.
5. Becaufe he pretends to have received all that he knows in Surgery by
Infpiration ; and as it coft him nothing, fo he is willing to. teach other
People gratis.

Thefe are the Foundations of his pretended Merit, hﬁd it is a very
eafy Matter to examine the Solidity of them. -

For in the firt Place, what Inference can be drawn touching his A~
bilities from this, that he Cuts differently from other Lithotomifts 2 He
is not a bit the better Operator for that, except his Method were  pre-
ferable to the reft, which it certainly is in no refpeét, except in killing
a greater Number of Patients, as appeared by the Tryals made of it at
the Hofpitals, ‘

Again,
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* Again, is he a better Operator, becaufe he is bold and forward
No certainly : for though Affurance be very commendable inan Ope-
rator ; yet flill itis to be looked upon only as a fubordinate T'alent,
and prefuppofes Knowledge and Skill, for otherwife it is pernicious ;
and that Frere Fagues was of this kind, is plain from the Number of
Perfons who died under his Hands.

His Readinefs to boaft of the Cures he had performed, has always
been looked upon as a Thing very unbecoming in any Body, but much
more when founded upon Lyes and Falfhoods. This is Frere Facques
Cafe; for as foon as he arrived in Paris, he gave out, that by his New
Method he cut without Pain; that his Patients would recover in much
lefs Time than is ufual, and that without any Danger of a Fiftula, or
other Accidents: All this has been found to be falle. His Method of -
Cutting is much oftner attended with Fiflulas and Hemorrhagy than
the others: He caufes great Pains in Operating, and his Patients are a
great while in recovering ; his Boaftings therefore ought rather to make
him be defpifed and undervalued, than be looked upon as any Thing
extraordinary,

Can his Difintereftednefs be reckoned a Proof of his Ability ? "This
is, no doubt, a very commendable Quality in him, but he does not
poflefs it in a greater Degree than the other Lithotomilts, as faras the
Poor are concerned ; for all who Cut in the Hofpitals do it gratis, and
even to fuch as are not there, there are very few who would refufe
their Affiftance upon the fame Terms, when it is needful : But I mult
own, if Frere Facques pretends to extend his Charity to the Rich, he
outdoes the reft; but at the fame time he exceeds the Bounds of his
Duty, by a Zeal which, according to the Gofpel Phrafe, is not according
10 Knowledge. -

His Religious Habit and Air of Sanéity are but equivocal Signs.
We are all ufed to fee fuch Drefles every Day, and therefore ought not
to wonder at any Body who wears them: But with relation to Frere
Facques, the Wonder is this; how if he is really and truly a Monk. bis
Superiours fhould ever have {ent him on fuch an unaccountable Errand,
as to go all over the Kingdom, and Cut People of both Sexes for the
Stone ; which he cannot do without viewing Objeéts which muft put

that Chaftity, of which he has made a Vow, to a very fevere Tryal;
or,
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or, if he be not'a Monk, but only wears thn:e:_ Habit, how the;"ﬁl,fh:_ﬁ
fhould fufter fuch a Difguife, which muft infallibly fcandalize great
Numbers of People. b2 . PEIIT T e S O

=

But the greateft Wonder of all is, that Frere Facques thould be efteem-
ed an excellent Lithotomift, meerly upon Account of his Drefs, as if
that were {ufficient to give him more fure and unerring Knowledge in
Phyfick and Surgery, than the moft famous Univerfities, the reading

good Books, the Leflons of the beft Mafters, and a long Praéice, can
give to others. :

I doubt not but Frere Facques Devotion has gained him the Confi-
dence of many People ; for this is a ready Way to lead People where-
ever we have a Mind : But I doubt very much, if true Devotion can bé
confiftent with the vifible Prevarication which the Exercife ‘of Surgery
muft engage him in, if he be truly a Monk, or with the Difguife he
putson, if he is not. '

We have only now to examine, if he has obtained all that he knows
in Surgery in a {upernatural Way, as he gives it out himfelf.. Now the
fureft Means to judge of the Nature of a Caufe, is'by the Effeéts it
produces : If therefore Frere Facques is direGted, and immediate
infpired by God in all he undertakes, he ought ' always to fucceed ;
and in that Cafe he would certainly be the moft excellent ‘Litho=
tomift in the World.  All that the others know, they are wery
ready to own comes to them, either from the Inftruction of .their
Malfter, or their own Labour. But as every body muft now be con=-
vinced from what happen’d at both Hofpitals, that Frere Facques is
lefs fuccefsful than they, it is impoffible to believe he is divinely in-
fpired, except it be by the evil Principle of the Manicheans.

] | il -ﬂ—"‘

Having thus enquired into the Reafons of fo many Peoples being -

prejudiced in Favour of Freve Facques, 1 leave every Body to judge if
thefe Prejudices be well founded, or ought not rather to be looked

upon as Proofs of the Ignorance and Unskilfulnels of this Religious
Lithotomift. | o% 8F 28

. As
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As for: the Propofals he makes in the Publick Gazettes, to teach all
Surgeons his Method gratis, it is the M giftrates Bufinefs to hinder
thefe Offers from being accepted ; becaufe as his Method is pernicious,
it ought rather to be abolifhed than perpetuited, whatever he may pre-
‘tend, that he has corre€ted his firft Method, that he has made good
Ufe of the Advices given him in the Hofbitals of Paris, and that he
now ufes the fame Inftruments with the other Lithotomilts ; for all
‘who are Judges'muft know, that in order to make him a good Opera-
‘tor, 1. Heought to rerain nothing which makes his Method differ from |
the Common, which is certainly much better, 2, He ought to lay a-
fide a great ‘deal of his Forwardnefs in operating, bécaufe to that s
owing the Temerity with which he thrufts in his Inftraments to Places
ahich he knows nothing of, from whence irreparable Difordeérs enfue,
3. He ought to lay afide the Opinion he has of himfelf, of being the
beft Lithotomi(t in the Kingdom ; than which nothing can be more
falfe, both becaufe his Method is bad, and becaule he knows nothing
of the Parts concerned, or to be fhun’d in the Operation ; neither
“has he any Tin&ure of Surgery, to enable him to remedy the Accidents
which may befall his Patients.  While he retains this Prefumption of
‘his own Skill, it will be in vain to think ot his making any Progrefs
in the Art he profefles. 4. He ought to Cut for five or fix Yearsin the
‘Hofpitals under able Mafters, who might dire@ him.in his Operations,
.tell him of his Faults, and explain the Confequences of them : For it
is in this Manner that all the great Lithotomifts in Frarce have been
formed ; whereas Frere Facques, while he continues to be fond of his
own bad Method, intrepid in his Ignorance, obftinate in his Operati-

ons, and prefumptuous to Excefs, will never rife above the Level of a
‘Quack and a Vagabond.

Dionis has made a great many Remarks on Frere Facques Methods of
‘Cutting Males, but none of them are new ; and therefore it will be fuf-
“ficient to fetdown here the Conclufion he draws from the whole Hiftor
iof them. Tho’ I do not approve of Frere Facgues Way of Cutting,
{ays he, yet I do not abfolutely condemn it, tor there is {omething
‘good in his Method ; and I am per(waded, that a Surgeon, who is a
good Anatomift, knows how to guide his Inftrument, and is fo far
‘Mafter of it asto carry it where he pleafes, may fucceed in the Pra&ice
of Fiere Facques Operation, by reafon that he would avoid all thofe
pernicious Accidents which attended his Performance ; but it would be
to expofe the Patient to too great Dangers to caufe him to be Cut by
that Monk, who being wholly ignorant of the Parts to be Cut,bh;fl

0



bold Affurance in thrufting in his Poynard lgrﬁneeds only from the Want
of a fufficient Stock of Knowledge to forefee the Confequences. (46)

This Judgment of Dionis is very different from that given by Mery.
Mery pretends to prove from the Nature of the Method itfelf, that it
ought to be quite laid afide, as well as from the Charatter of the Monk,
that he in particular ought never to ufe it. Dionis on the contrary is
of Opinion, that the Inconveniencies that were found toattend it, were
owing more to the Operator, than to the Nature of the Operation ; tho’
at the fame time it muft be own’d, that, take all his Words together,
they amount to no more than this; Frere Facques Operation may be
prattifed with Succefs by thofe who are able to avoid whatever the
Want of Succefs in it is owing to.

Mr. Chefeldenn, by fuppofing that Frere Facques Operation was the
fame  with Ra#’s, and that Rau pracis’d his with great Succefs, de-
clares fufficiently what was his Opinion of it, notwithftanding all the
Inconveniencies which he had juft before mentioned from Dionis. Thefe
therefore he muft have look’d upon to be all owing to the Operator ;
and thus his Judgment will coincide with that of Dionis, with this Dif-
ference only, that his he reckons to be confirmed by Matter of Fa&,
which the other does not pretend to. (47)

Albinus conformably to the Defcription we have heard from him of
Frere Facques Method, has given us his Opinion of ic in thefe Words:
This Way of Cutting, fays he, could not well be more dangerous than
either the making an Incifion into the Neck of the Bladder, or into the
Urethra: And as by this Means both thefe remained untouched and
-altogether free from the bad Confequences which ufually attended the
thrufting in of Inftruments, the violent Dilatations, and the extra-~
ing of large rugged Stones in a molt cruel Manner through fuch
narrow Paflages, this Method {eemed highly preferable to all the reft.
But on the other hand, as this Part of the Bladder lies altogether
hid, it was a very difficult Matter to get at it; yet when this Opera~
tion was rightly performed, no Part lay in the Way, of Confequence
enough to hinder the Succefs of it.

The
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The Danger and Difficulty of it confifted both in the Thicknefs of
the Parts to be eut through, and the Nearnefs of {fome noble Vifeera,
~which were by all Means to be avoided ; for if either the Surgeon
fhould happen to thruft his Knife too far in, or too much to one Side,
he runs the Rifque of Cutting the oppofite Part of the Bladder, of hurt-
ing the Juteftinum Reftum and Peficule Seminales, of wounding or Cutting
quite through the Ureter, Eweifor Penis, Corpus Cavernofum Majus, the
Urethra it felf, and of other {uch melancholly Accidents.

Likewife after the Wound is made, it is an eafy Matter to miftake
in introducing the Forceps, by thrufting it not into the Bladder, but
amongft fome other Parts which it ought to have pafled by, and thus
open and dilate them, and pull out whatever came in its Way ; which
would not only fruftrate the Defign of the Operation, but bring on
many other Inconveniencies, Such Accidents we have both heard and
read to have happened to Frere Facques, who neither knew the Stru-
&ure of the Parts, nor had any certain Method of guiding his Knife
or Forceps; which laft Mr. Rax looked upon to be the only Defect of his

Operation.

Wherefore we are fo far from commending Frere Facques Method
of Cutting, that we are not afraid to aflert the Praéice of it to
be highly pernicious and deftrutive to Mankind ; and had it not
ferved as a Hint to lead Rax to the Difcovery of the beft of all Me=
thods, it had better never have been heard of. (48)

CHAP,
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Frere Jaques Method of Crettimg Females.

Women as well 4s Metl ; but we have delay’d till iow, to'give an |
Account wherein thefe two Operations difter’d, andthe Judgmenc that i

WE have already mentioned, in feveral Places, that Frére' FacquerCut |

has been made of this Part of his Method.’ b

MTr. Buffiere’s Friend tells us upon this Head, that Frere Facques cut-
teth Women upon the Staff, and in the fame Place as Men. " He'did g: |
form. this Operation, continues he, in my. Prefence upon Three';’

whereof was a Girl of Eleven Years old; which maketh me believe that |
he ufeth the fame Way in all, tho’ in them he did Cut the Internal |
Weck of the Ulerus. His Opinion therefore is, that this Way of Cut-
ting is not fo fure in Women, no more than in Men, as the Ancient Way. 1

|

Mr. Buffiere {ubfcribes to his Correfpondent’s Judgment: Tho’ I have |
not tried this Way upon Women, fayshe, yet I cannot approve it at all, 5
fince one cannot avoid Cutting the Neck of the Urerus, the Cicatrix of i
which might prove to be of fome ill Confequence, in cafe the Woman |

fhould come to be with Child, (49)

One of the three Experiments which Monfieur Mery {faw Fiere |
Sacques make upon dead Bodies, was upon that of a Woman, and he |
has given us a particular Account of his Method of Operating. The |
Incifion, he fays, was made on the Right Side, near the Protuber:a_mce 1
of the Jfchinm, the fame Staff he ufed for Men being firft introduced mf]: ]

the
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- theBladder. It was about an Inch and an half long; snd by meafuring
the Situation of it by the means of crofs Lines, he found that the lower
Pagt of 1t anfwered to the Auws, the upper to the external Orifice of the -
Uterus; and the middle of it to the Rapté. The inward Progrefs of ic was
in this manner ; Afcer having pafled about an Inch and an half of Fa,
it went in betwixt the Levator Aui and the Aecelerator of the Cliteris, cut=
ting this Mufcle at its Origin, and from thence pierced the Vagina
quite through, beginning at the Backfide of it, and thus reached the
Body of the Bladder, which it wounded lengthways from the Beginning
of the Urethra to the Infertion of the Urerers, but wichout tuucﬁing el-
ther of them. The Incifion in the Fagina and in the Bladder were each

of them an Inch long.

- Tho® Mery was at this Time as much prejudiced in favour of Frere
Hacques, as_he was afterwards againft him, yet his Method of Cutting
Women difgufted him from the very firlt Moment he faw this Experi-
ment. Thisappears from the Reflections which he fubjoins to his De-
fcription ofit. If wejudge, fays he, of Frere Jacques Way of Operating
apon Women, by the Struéture of the Parts, and by the Incifion whighi#
' he makes in the Pagina and Body of the Bladder, 1 cannot believe tha
. the Stone can be extraéted in them with the fame Eafe and Advantages s

in Men, if he always follows the fame Methods in both, as I have hi%

therto feen him; I mean, if he begins his Incifion on the Infide of ¢

Ifehium, For if we confider that the Urethra in Women is but fix Line§
. in length beyond the Os Pubis, that the Cavity is but a Line and an
- half in Diameter, and that it lies along the middle of the fore Part of
. the Pagina, which is two Inches broad, it will be ealy to conceive t
- whatever Care Frere Facques takes to put the Pagina out of his Way, a
" not to wound it, it will be very difficult for him to fhun it, and almo
A nm@ﬁ@p,_ﬂtq get into the Bladder by the Urethra in the Way he take

it isfo very fhort and lies fo clofe to the Vagina. Since therefore =
mﬁ‘?fég be extra&ted by this Method, without Cutting the

»

" Body of the Bladder,. I cannot believe it lefs dangerous than the cnrnii}b*:if‘;
| of drawing the Stone through the Urethrz.  As an Incontinency of
aippens_ in this Way, fo in that ufed by Frere
adder into the Zagina appears to me inevita= .
s great an Inconveniency, fince the Urine flows
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The lwmg Bodies which Frere Hacq tes ' aft grﬁra“rd‘é X ﬁéﬁé
too evident Proofs of the T;ufh t:lr the Refleltions Hﬂﬂt'ﬁ‘!“
here makes. The firlt of t'i:E{'E W ﬁad&’ﬁl dé Lorviin ; hé
Incifion two Inches higher than he did upon the &ezd Bntl ‘a

the Vagina quite through; a5 appeared by the ' u:rnti of "Elbdﬂ |
which run out of it. ‘What other Accxdent% followed upo r{'lﬁS

tion, Monfieur AMery 'has not told s 5" but we' may] dhe?'
were by the Ohfcrvatmns whmh he }mfde on dtl]Er S’lfﬁjeﬁs. (‘5 Ij i
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On the 16th ef Mny foHnng, Fa he, E‘m jntiuar cut th‘Gﬁ!s—

at the Horel Dien, one upon the' Sra_ﬁ?s and the other“upon "fhb‘@r#p&f

"The youngeft was but Four Years of Age, and went out of the Hofpi-

‘tal the 17th of Fume, the outward Wound being' cured ; but fhe conti-
nued to be troubled with an Inébndneuty‘ of Urine, Thb ‘other was
Fourteen Years old, and went out the 25¢h of the fame Month; in the
{ame State with the other. Juft asfhe was to leave ‘the Holpital, T was
fent for to examine the Caufe -of her Tncontinency ‘of '[.Trfne, and
. found that ir came partly through the Urethra, ‘and partly ‘through the
1 .;;;i. Another Surgeon that was there injeéted Biﬂejr' ter fhﬂimg‘h
" ghe Urethra. into the Bladder, which prefently flowed out at the Vag:m,
by which we difcovered, that tho’ :he extermr Wound. all the' m

 “theVagina was healed, the other Incifion from 'the Vaginato fhe BI

;"@‘ Wasﬂm open. (52)

- M. . ™
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'-‘ 5 ;;’;Nﬂw'heﬁues the Incontmency of Trine Wh.ich a‘trenﬁrthis ?ﬁ:ci‘dent‘
ere are other Confequences no lefs terrible that muft follow wpon i
ecially if we take i the Danger there is-in this Method,"
- falling into -many of ‘the fame Inconveniencies ‘which “have’b
 ready obférved in Men. Wonmien muft by this means ‘be rend
ever bafren, fince thecontinual Flux of Urine into fhé r
ceffarily hinder the AGion of the Semen; and as'the Reftum may likew
+be pierced, the grofs Excreménts may come out the fame Way at'the
fame time. From thefe and fuch Like' Obfervations, ﬂmwn?mry from.
' 'E.xpmments, and partly ‘from the Analogy of ‘the ‘Struéture of the
rts to be Cut in both Sexes, Monfieur ‘Mnjr ides, that Frere
ues Way of Cutting Women' ﬁugﬁtﬁpbﬁpg unt wh
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1, OF the Eight Patients which Frore Facques cut at Orleans, One was 2

Girl between Ten. and T'welve Yearsof Age, but fhe died the Fourth
Day afterthe Operation ; and Monfieur Noe/, in the foremention®d Let-
ter to Mery, has given us the following Relation of it : Frere Facques

fet her The:%{iﬂﬂﬁﬁ ot a Surgeon’s Servaut, and .made two others
hold sher T'highs : He began by making a violent Preffure upon the Hy-

pogafivium, with his Fingers half beng, asif be had.a mind to bring the
Bottom of .the Bladder nearer dts Neck: Then -he .introduced a.Silver-
Catheter into the Bladder, and pulled it out again as foon as he had
drawn oft the Urive contained in it. Afrerwards he put his two Fingers:
into the Reffum to command ithe Stope, anid {6 made his Incifion in.the

ordinary Place, only a little higher; and diretting his Knife towards the-
Stone, be cutthe Bladder.  This being done, he made {everal Meotions -
in the Wound, {ometimes with. his Forceps, {ometimes with his Ssoop,

prefling a-new upon the Hypogafirinm to bring down the Staue, but @il
to no purpafe ; fo-that atlength he was obliged to thruf} his Fingers a
fecond timetnto.the «fiws, and to ufe his Knife once more, in order ei-
ther to imake  new:Incifion, or enlarge the former,. Thus, by keeping
the Stone well down withhis Fingers, after two or three Efforts,, he at.
length extracted it awith his Foreeps, V. ¥

Laal™ T
Fis

The Operation was no feoner ‘over; but the Fatient began.to be tor-
mented with Pains in her Belly, Fever and Vomiting, which never left
her till fhe died :” Upon .apening 'her Body, we plainly difcerned that
the Incifion had been made in the Middle and membraneous Parr of
the Bladder; that it was tranfvet(e and a.little oblique, -withithree
Angles obfervable in .it, ogcafion’d by bis having -Cut {everal Times.
The Bladder and all the Patts near'it were filled with Pus, andiinmany
of them there were Abfeefles formed. The lower Parts.of ithe Abdomen,
fuch as the Pypamidal Mufcles and the Extremities of the Ref#i, were
very much bruifed, livid, jand tending to a Gangrene, theothere was-
no Blacknefs nor Swelling. tosbe feen upon the Skin. (54): « %
We are told by Dionis, that rone of the- four Patients which. Frere
Facques cut in the Charité of Veifailles, was a Girl of Seven Years-of

' Age, who died threeiDaysiafter the Operation. .« Dionis. opened her in:

Prefence of Monfieur Falix, one-of Frere Facques Patrons, 1and 155‘“%
Bladder wouaded in the Bodynedrithe Neck.,  In the Fagine it

was 2 Wound of the Length of a Nail, made by the Edge -of the

. . [nife, 'in thrufting it along that Part to come at the Bladder: On this.

}' #
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Maﬂf teur Mery's « Method of Cutting far
| t/:e Stone.

- ; ;

THE Acmunt which we hs.ve given from Authors, of Frere Facques

Operations for the Stone, is very far from being to “their Advantage.
"The moft favourable thing that has been faid of them, by any Body who
was in a Condition to judge of their true Merit, is, that it is poflible
they may fucceed when: perform’d by a skiltul-Hand ; and that fome
tew Cales may happen, in which they may perhaps be preferable to the
ancient Methods. But Monfieur Mery, who has been at more Pains to
examine them, than all the other Authors pur together, declares him-
{elf altogether againft the Pradtice of them in any Cafe; not only on ac-
count of the bad Succefs they were attended with in the Hands of that
ignorant inconfiderate Monk, but alfo by comparing the Struéture of
the Parts concerned with the Nature of the Operation itfelf, and from
thence deducing the many grievous Accidents with which the Praticc
of them will moft commonly, if not always, be attended.

Afl this, however, is to be underftood of thefe Operations taken by
the Lump; for when they are pulled to Pieces, Monfieur Mery, even in
the midlt of all his Dcclamations againit them, cannot help fecing fome
Parts of them, which he thinks preferable to what anfwered to thefe in
the former Methods of Operating. It was natural for a thmkmg Man
to endeavour to bring f{uch valuable Parts into Prattice, by joining to
them, either from his own Invention, or what was already in Ufe,
whatever he judged proper to compleat this whole Operation of ex-

tracting
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tra&ing the Sione, freed from all the Difadvantages which Frere Facques
+ Methods, taken all together, feem’d to him to labour under, ¢

L i

This is the general View, which not only Monficur Mery, but all the

- other Improvers of them, propofed to themfelves in their Improvements,

What thefe have been, and by whom made, I now go on to relate;-that

is, to explain fnch Methods of Cutting for the Stone, as differ from and

were pofteriour to thofe of Frere Facques, but to the Difcovery of which

i15hfe P:lu;h-:n;s of them have been led by Hints taken from what they ob-
erved in his. -l

~Of thefe Improvements, the firft that I hear of were made by Mon-
fieur Mery ; but before I proceed to them, it will be neceflary to {ay
{omething concerning this great Man’s Life, by abridging the Eloge
which the Elegant Monfieur Foatenelle has given us of him in the AZe-
moirs of the Academy of Sciences for the Year 1722. Printed in 1724.

¢ Sohn Mery was born at Fatan, in the Province of Berry, the 6th Day
of Fanuary 1645.  His Father was a Surgeon; ‘and after: having fent
his Son for fome Time to School, finding that, whether for Want of
Inclination, or by the Fault of his Mafters, his Genius was not turned
to Letters, he refolved to bring him up to his own Bufinefs.

At Eighteen Years of Age he went to Paris, to improve himfelf i
the Hotel+ Dieu, the beft School in the World for young' Surgeons.
There, not {atisfied with the Exercifes of the Day, he ufed &Sﬂ];%EH'ES'
he had an Opportunity, to convey a Body out of the Hofpital to his
Lodging, and hide it in his Bed till he had Time to diffeétit. | 2

In 1681, he drew up a Defcription of the Ear, at the Defire of Mon-
fieur L’ Amy, Do&ior of Phyfick, to be inferted in the Second Edition’
of his Book De I’ Ame Senfitive. It was in that Year likewife, that he
was made Surgeon to the Queen. |

,_ Tn 16 Sé, Monfieur Louwoy, then Firft Minifter of State; appointed
him Surgeon:Major to the Hofpital of the Invalides,
, ! The
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=i 'lie Year afeet, the King of Poriugal Having defived that o St
geon might be fent'h'm; his'Queent being iddifpoled, Monfieur Mery
was pitched upon as the properell Perfon to exccute that Commniiifion.

- The Queen was _dead betore he reachied L:sbou; but -by. the. other; ex-
gli“pﬁ%:u;? I‘.‘nﬂg '\',i:q\:liéﬁ fre' ' é‘ﬁ‘éi'fp‘;gﬁ‘dﬁriﬁ;‘;"lds'E—::.. v thiere, he gain-
ed'thie Efloest 8F the Porfigrpls To' hilich; thac they made iim molt ad-
vt @&ﬁ'@k{krﬁ'}_'in%&ﬂﬁ?&%é{ﬂ]ﬂ'“rlé'fbﬁfl& to fettle. amolig chem,. He
Had like Propofals tade to him in Spasn, through which he pafled ; but
Re'chofe 'to accept fleithet’ of ‘thém, but to return to hisown Country,
which he did timely enotigh in thdt famé Year, to be admitted a Mem-
ber of the Royal Academy of Sciences, by the Recommendation of
Monfieur de Louwois, and to be appointed Surgeon to the Duke of Bur-

gundy, then a Child, whom he accompany’d in- a Journey the Court
made to ‘Chaniltrt, 4 Royal Palace near Blois.

In 1692, he wasfent by the Court on a fecret Commiffion to Eig-
land; and indeed it always remained {o: for to this Day no Body can
tell what he went abour,

In 1700, he arrived at the Heighth of his Ambition, -being named -
by Monfieur Harlay, Firft Prefident of Paris, to be Firlt Surgéon of
the Horel Diey. 'The Fun&ions of that Poft, together with his Place
in the Academy, took up his whole Time; no Confiderations. but
Frietidthip could ever per{fwade him after that, to practice in the City,
or teach Jgn'&fb:‘ﬁ to' any but his, Pupils in the Hofpital ; andiit wasby
his Meéans that the Anatomical Theatre was ereGed there. j

His great Talent lay ifi the Exa&nefs of his Obfetvations, He
thought it {ufficient for his Purpofe, to fée Things precilely as they
exifted in Nature, without being often at Pains to build Syftems upon
the Phanomena he had difcover’d. . When he ventur’d fo far as that, ‘he
was convinc’d it was upon ‘very fure Grounds, and therefore was very
{tiff in maintaining his own Opinions. His Hypothefis concerning the
Circulation of the Blood in a Fetus, was an Inftance of this; and his
Defencethereof againft the numerous Attacks that were made upon it,
together with his Obfervations on the Methods of Cutting practifed by
Frere Sacques, a Fraucomtois, make up the only Book he ever publifh’d.
There'are a’ great many Papers of his amonglt the Memoirs of the

Academy ;
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Academy; and he left behind him a vaft Number of valuable Prepara-
tions of the Parts both of Men and other Animals, :

He applied himfelf much to the Knowledge of the Blood Veflels and
Nerves; but ufed to give it to his Friends, as an Inftance of the Im-~
perfection of Human Knowledge, that the Nature and Actions of the
Fluids contained in them had not been difcover’d. Anatomifts, he
told them, might be compared to Porters, who know all the Streets
g.ndDCorners u% a Town, but are intirely ignorant of what pailes with-
in Doors. '

1302

They, who converfed much with him, attribute to him feveral
Difcoveries which pafs under other Peoples Names; of which the
Glands afcribed to Mr. Cowper, are one Inftance.

He died on the Third Day of November 1722, in the 78th Year of
his Age, leaving Six Children behind him.

It appears from the RefleGions Monfieur Mery has given us on Frere:
Facques Operations, that he had feen but very few of them, before he
began to think of carrying them to a greater Perfe&ion. It would be
to no purpofe, however, to trace all the Obfervations which lie fcat-
ter’d up and down his Book to this purpofe ; he hayving faved us that
Trouble himfelf, by bringing them all under one View, in the lalt,
Chapter of that T'reatife, in which we may fee diltin&ly firft, by
what Steps he was led to the Improvements he has made, where-
in they confift, and laftly, what are the Advantages that he thinks
may be expetted from them, - -

As to the firlt of thefe, he acquaints us, That fince the principal .
Diforders which appeared in the dead Bodies of {fuch Perfons as had
been Cut upon the Staftf by Frere Facques, and which he had Opened,
proceeded only from this, That his Staff being folid and round, it
was impoflible for him, with all the Steddinaf@ of Hand he was Ma-
fter of, to'guide the Point of his Knife upon the Convex Part of it fo
{urely, as not to mifs it upon molt Occafions ; One would be apt to
think, that in order to retify his Operation, and evite all the difmal

Acci-

-
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Accidents that attended it, nothing fhould be requifite but to make
ufe of afurrow’d Catheter; and to adjult the Length of it fo exaéily,
as not to run the Rilque of piercing the Bottom of the Bladder, as he
frequently did.

But if we confider further, ({ays our Author) that the only-Cales in
which Frere Facques extra&s the Store with more Facility than the other
Lithotomifts, are when he Cuts both the Neck and Body of the Blad-
der, which is the moft aftonifhing Part of his Operations, and was the
chief Thing that procured him the Liberty of Cutting in the two Hofpi-
tals ; and if we confider, on the other hand, that the wounding of thefe
Parts is the evident Caufe of the Incontinency of Urine and Fiftulas,
with which the moft Part of thofe who furvived his Operations were
affliGed: When thefe two Things are attended to, I fay, we will {ee
that the Improvements I have mentioned are not {ufficient, but that it

is moreover abfolutely neceffary to abftain from cutting the Neck and
Body of the Bladder.

Again, if we refle&, that the Reafon why Frere Facques ever wounds
the Ref#um, is only becaufe he begins his Incifion too low down, and
that the Opening of the Nerves and Blood Veflels, from whence pro-
ceeded the Hemorrhages, Abfcefles, and Convulfions, which carried off
{o many of his Patients, happen’d by thrufting his Knife too far for-
ward ; we mult conclude,"that.it ‘would be a much furer Way to begin
the Incifion in the Urethra, and end it at the Beginning of the Neck
of the Bladder (al’ entrée du col de la Veffie) which is very often dilated
by the Stone, which the Contraétion of the Fibres of the Body of the
Bladder has forced into the Cavity of it.

And therefore it is that I am inclined to think, that the greateft
Difficulty which the moft expert Lithotomifts find in extratting a
Stone, proceeds more feldom from the Neck of the Bladder than from
the Urethra; becaufe as they Cut the Urethra on the Fore-fide of the
(au devant) of the Offa Pubis, and the Neck of the Bladder lying behind
thefe Bones, there remains atleaft an Inch of the Urethra under that
Angle formed by their Union, which is not cut, and through which
the Stone muft pafs; that is, by a Way which is narrower than the Neck
of the Bladder ; it is this therefore which muft caufe the Difficulty.

S Upon



(66 ) Y

‘Upon' thefe’ Principles our's Authot’s: Improvements: are founded.:
Wherein they confift, he goes on to explain in the Eﬂﬂmwn\gh&umr. sy

Fied e ‘i":,ir

In order to reétify the ancient Operation, and that of .F}e*re _’}'acques
likewife, and evite the Accidents which either accompany or follow
them; I believe it would be proper; the Pacienr firft ' being - placed and
tied in the ordinary Manner,: to begin by thrufting a furrowed ' Cathe~,
ter into the Bladder with the Right Hand, then to- hold it with the
Left, and turn that End of it towards the Right Groin, that the Con-.
cave Parcbeing dn*t&éd to the-Infide of the Eeft Os Pabis; the Groove may,
lie a'litele obliquely. - Afterwards taking' in the Right Hand 2 crooked,
Biftoury well " fixed ino the Handle,' between: Three and-Four Inches
lotig, Thrée Linés'broad or uherezrbcmt ‘the Edge onthe Convex Sidey
and ending ina very fharp pointed Srl-.lel:, about an Inch 'in: length,
thruft’ it direétly: into that Parvof the Groove which lies i1 the An=,
cle made by the Junéionof the Ofls Pubiss condud: the Stilet all the:
Way into the Neck of the Bladder (conduire le Stilet: dw Biftorari: dans le
Col de la weffie) the Point of it being kept firm in the Groove of the
Catheter ; then lowering the Hand, make the Incifion down from thﬂ
Weck of the Bladder, along the Infide of the Os Pabis, -all ‘the: W
the Protuberance ofthe Ifehium. -The Incifion bei matie, :nt
the C’aﬂﬂuﬁm or Gargeiw andl Fhmp in the nrdmmryl
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The Le:pﬁrk _?mm#ﬂﬂ.r hat.re rendmdn:ius Paﬁ'age af: Mmﬁ:m- Meryy
Condire le Stilet du Biftousi dans le ol de la veffie, Pars Aculeata Sealpelis:
fgs in Vefica Collum' adrgen#a by which it is plain, they mmeda that
the' Neck of the Bladder was to.be pierced by the Stilet, it being. in that
Senfe only that there could be any Force required; which is implied in
the Word adigere : But this is very far from being the Author’s Mean-
ing, the principal Part of his Improvement confifts in leaving the Neck of
the Bladder untouched ; and by conduéting the Stiler into the Neck of
the Bladdér, he underftands no more/than that asfoon:as the Stilet was
inthe Groove of the Staff, the Operator fhould run itialong that; all the.
Wiy'inte the Canal or’ Cavity of the Neck of the Bladdery whli:h m
wfhm véffua adigere can never be imagined to e::pr&fﬁ. ~

The Patlent muft be fiade to lre upon the RI h Side 5 becaufe by
this Meansichd | Usitie ot having ' {o ‘eafy a ent towsrds the .
Wamld will more readily be direéted into its former Channel, which

will



will very much  facilitate the Re-union of the divided Parts’; and

the eommion Practice of Binding the Patients Thighs, near the Knees,
mult not be omitted.

In this manner, according to Monficur Afery, may the Operation
for the Stone be improved ; and the Benefir which will refult there-
~ from, he thinks, will be very confiderable ; for firft, the Srone may be
extradted with as much Facility as in Frere Facgues Method, without
any Danger of the Accidents which attend it. ~Likewife the greateft
Part of thofe Inconveniencies which accompany the common Operation
will be'evited, becaufe the Urerhra will be cut all ithe Way to the Neck
of the Bladder, without touching the Maufcles of the Pess, or wound=
ing any Part of the Scroewm, which is moft commonly attended with
Fluxions, Inflammations and Gangreen. ~Laftly, by following this Me-
thod, we fhall never be under any Neceflity of Cutting upon the Gripes
either Men or Children, except when the Store is got into the Urethra,
and fticks out in the Periingum ; and in that Cafe the common Way of
performing this Operation fuffers no Difficulty. (1)

“'This is the Account that Monfieur Mery has given us of his own
Method of Cutting Males, in order to extra& the Stome ; whether ever
he put it in Praéice or not is uncertain, butif we will be at pains to
compare it with Marianus’s Operation and that of Fiere Facgues both to=
gether, it will be fourd that what is new in'it is only the Place in which
he makes his Incifion, and the Figure of his Knife: And if we com=
pare it witheach of thefe Methods by themfelves, it will deferve ra-
ther to be called an Improvement of that of Marianus, than of Freve
glacguer ; for, pmpeﬂ{ fpeaking, it'was the Place in which he obferved

is laft to make his Incifion, that led him to alter the Place where Ma=
yianus’s Followers make theirs, and pitch upon a new one equally diffe-
rent from both. The other Parts of Monfieur Mery’s Operation he has
no manner of Title to ; but ftill, fince the Merit of an Invention is
only'to be determined'by its Ufefulnefs, did this fmall Improvement rid
his Operation of the Inconveniencies which the others are liable to,
he might juftly claim ‘the fame Share of Acknowledgment from Man-
kind, as if he had invented a Method entirely new.

© Monfieur Mery had no fooner feen Frere Frcgites make an Experiment

of his Method upon the dead Body of a Woman, but he thought of
o Tﬁ'&if}'-_
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reGtifying that Part of his Operation likewife: For having made the
Reflections which have been already mentioned, concerning the Incon~
veniencies of it, he adds, That if it fhould appear from Experience, .
that his ConjeGures about thefe Inconveniencies were ill grounded,
and that both the Wounds of the Pagina and Body of the Bladder are
eafily cured, he hath a Way to propofe for Cutting of Women, which
mult ftill be preferable to that of the Monk, His Method is this:
Let a furrowed Catheter, fuch as is commonly ufed for Men, be intro-
duced into the Bladder, and with the Convex Part of it prefs down
to the Entry of the external Orifice of the Urerus (a Pentrée de FOrifice
externe de la Matrice) that Part of the Vagina which lies under the Ex-
tremity of the Body of the Bladder, and the Beginning of the Urethra
which is joined to it ; then cut that Part of the Pagina upon the Groove
of the Staff ;5 and thus it will be ealy to get into the Bladder without
hurting the Urethra, it the Incifion is made but a very little Way up in
the Vagina.

By this Method the Stoze may be extraGed out of the Bladder of a
Woman with the fame Advantages that Frere Facgues does” it in Men ;
becaufe, as it muft pafs through the Pagina, it will pafs out at the
broadeft Part of the Angle which is formed by the Union of the
Offa Pubis.

It may likewife be made ufe of in young Girls, and is undoubtedly
more fure and lefs painful than that ufed by Frere Facques. The
Wound made in the Zagina needs not be above T'wo Lines deep ;
whereas in his Method there muft be feveral Incifions, which taken all
together, are at leaft Three Inches deep; for he not only pierces the
Vagina twice, but the Wound he makes from the Buttocks into it is
altogether unneceffary. '

This Method feems, moreover, to be better than that of Drawi
the Stone through the Urethra, becaufe as both that and the Sphinéter of
the Bladder remain untouched, there is no Danger of an Incontinency
of Urine, which moft commonly follows the other. (2)

The Suppofitions upon which Monfieur Mery builds the Advantages
of this new Method of Cutting Women, are, we fee, that Wounds in the
_ 3! _ _ Vegin
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Vagina and in the Body of the Bladder may be cured ; but tho’ upon
the Tryals he afterwards made on dead Bodies, he was fully fatisfied
- how eafily 1c might be put in Praltice, yet the Obfervations he had o=
cafion to make of fuch as had been Cut by Frere Yacques, convinced him
at length thar thefe Suppofitions were falfe ; and confequently, that
this Method, however improved, was altogether to be rejeéted.” "This
he teftifies in the following Words : As for Frere Jacques Way of Cut-
ting Women and young Girls, fince there remains always a Fiftula
from the Bladder into the Pagina, it is evident that neither that, nor
the Method in which I propofed it to be amended, ought ever to be put
in Practice : There is. no other Way left but to draw the Stone through
the Urethra ; and tho’ an Incontinency of Urine fhould remain, it does
not make them imcapable of Conceiving, which is very much to be feared
from that which proceeds from 2 Filtula. (3)

. Before I take leave of Monfieur Mery, I cannot forbear remarking
that {omething very like the Way he here propos’d for Cutting of Wo-
men is mentioned by Monfieur Bu(fiere; bur as that Author had put it
in Practice before Frere Facgues Operations were known to him, it ean-
not be called an Improvement of thefe; and therefore T did not take
Notice of it in that Place, which, as being publifhed before that of
Monfieur Mery, it would otherwile have deferved.

In Women, fays Mr. Buffiere, when the Stoze is but indifferent big,
the old Way is preferable to any other ; but if it was very big, then I
had rather thruft my Finger into the agiua, and bring the Stoze as near
the Neck of the Bladder as can be, and cut the Membranes of the g~
gina and Bladder upon the Szowe. 1 did Cut a Woman in Hambourgh by
that Way, of which I drew a Stone weighing five Ounces and an half,
who did recover very well. By this Way we did prevent the Inconti-
nency of Urine, which follows always the Extraction of great Stones in
Women. (4) |

REFERENCES.
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Profeffor Raw’s Method.

HE next Improvement of Frere Facques Operation for the Stoue,
was made by Mr, Raw in Holland : But before 1 lay before the
Reader wherein it confifted, I think it neceflary to make him . a little
acquatnted with that great Man’s Life, by a fhort Abridgment of the
elegant and faithtul Account which the learned Profeffor 4lbinus has
lately publifhed of it. 3

Yobu Fames Ran was born at Baden, a {mall Town in the Circle of
Suabia in the Year 1668. ' His Father was a Wine Merchant, and in
fuch indifferent Circumf{tances, that he was obliged, as the beft Pro-
vifion he could make for his Son, to bind him Apprentice to a Surgeon
in Strasburg, before he was full Fourteen Years of Age: There he re-
mained Three Years; and in that T'ime thinking he knew enough of his
Bufinefs to gain his Living in any Part of the World, he refolved to
bid adieu to his own Country, and try his Fortune fomewhere elfe,
After he had travelled through fome Part of Germany, he went to
Hamburgh, from thence to Norway, where he lived at Bergen with Mr.
Franen the Surgeon, and {oon after to Amflerdam, being unable to en-
dure the rigorous Cold of that Climate. At Amflerdam he had the
good Luck to get to be Surgeon of a Man of War, in which he went
to Spam and other Countries; and upon his return to Holland, he went
on board the Vice-Admiral of that Fleet, which brought King /#illiam
to England, ¥ bty

During
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During his Service at Sea, he found Means to fave as much Money
as enabled him to go to Leyden, and there fiudy Phyfick for fome
Time 3 after which he went to Paris to improve himfelf in Anatomy
and Surgery under Du Verney, Mery, Marefchal, Roumart, Old Petit, and
others. In 1694, he returned to Leyden, and there took his Degree of
Doctor of Phyfick, being then but T'wenty-fix Years of Age.

Being by this Time weary of a wandring Courle of Life, he refolv’d
to fettle at Amflerdam, and to teach Anatomy, and practice Phyfick
and Surgery : He remained there fomething more than Eighteen Years ;
but Two of them were not palt before he had already acquired f{o
great a Reputation in Anatomy, that:the Magiftrates of that City ap-

inted him to diffe& in the publick Theatre. He was likewife {o
ﬁccefsful in the Practice of Surgery, that he was fent for all over Hol-
Jand by thofe who needed his Afiiftance, and for the Sake of no Ope-
ration fo much as that of Cutting for the Stone, which he performed up-
on above Sixteen Hundred People, with the greatelt Applaufe, and
equal Succefs.

In 1705, he was fent for to Leyden, to give fome Publick Leffons of
Anatomy; and in 1713, he was made Profeflor of Phyfick, Anatomy,
and Surgery, in that famous Univerfity, upon the Death of Do&or Bid-
Joo. - While he remained in Health; he was extremely diligent in dif=
charging the Funétions of * that honourable Profeffion ; but his Health
abandoned him above Four Years before his Death, which happened in
a very lamentable Manner on the 18th Day of September 1719. in the

Fifty firlt Year of his Age.

Befides the Anatomical T'reafure which he bequeathed to this Uni-
verfity, and of which we are obliged for a very ample and methodical
Account to the Author of his Life, he left the World his Oration De
Methodo Anatomen Docendi & Difcendi, pronounced on the Day of his
Reception as Profeflor at Leyden; a Latin Letter De Inventoribus Septi
Scroti, and a Defence of it againft’ Dr. Ruyfch; together with feveral
Improvements both in Anatomy and Surgery, the Chief of which may
be juftly reckon’d the Dilcoveries he has made of the true Method ot

Cutting for the Stone.
AS
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wAs for D. Rar’s Charaéter, T cannot give it better tham in the' Words
of his elegant Hiftorian; Fuie Corpore Magno, & Robuflo; ays Albinus,
egregiage O vivili plawe forma; valtu Severo, & torva nomnibil tuente.
Fuit Animo generofo €' alacyi 3 totus tamen paulo. fervidior atque commotior.
Caterum Ingeniofus Laboriofus & attentus ; atque ghvie [femper cupidiffimus ;
quant un artes fed aperte palamque meritis ,fg:' acquicre fludebat. = Vixit in
Calibatu parce ' Sobrie, libere tamen & cum amicis bilarus.  Adulari admo-
dum non poterat, weque [uftinere din fimulationem. Itaque nemini facile &
diu pavcere [olebat ; Jed alios veprebendebat, ervoves evellere conabatur 5 tn mul-
tos vehementius quoque invellus, prafevtim fi quos in fua arte a wero abeffe
exiffimaret.  Quod eunt won tam carpendi aut ladendi libidine feciffe credimus,
«quam veritatis aflerendz & defendenda [tudio atque impern quodam, & quod nen
provfus abjecte de fe fentiver. ~ Quemadmodum etiam now tam witio vertendum ei

effe videtur quod verbis & moribus fuerit afperior; quam admivandum potins,

talem adbuc evafiffe, qui vitam tam duram & ervaticam, € tam ab omni
bumanitate (T urbanitate vemotam; egerit in ea atate, qua flexibiles hominum
animos, fut moliffimam ceram, ad arbitvium fere fociorum, &' wt fors tulerit,
formnayi & fingi novimus, siyivy lgodd | LA LR

i

Thus far concerning the Life of our famous Lithotomilt ; we go on
now to the fame A/binus’s Account of his Lithotomy. 1 7007 &

Amongft the other Parts of Surgery which Raw had learned at Paris;
the Operation for the Stone by what is called the greatr Apparatus was one,
and it is certain, that for fome time after he fixed at Amferdam, he
praétis’d it in that manner himfelf ; but upon feeing -Wrﬂw
in Holland, and having examined the Bodies of many fuch as died in
that Monk’s Hands, he from that T'ime changed his Method of Cut-
ting in the Manner which we are now to explain.

Several Accounts have been publifhed, and many more handed about
concerning this Method of Profeflor Rau, but all of them trifling, falfe,
and imperteét ; and had not the learned D. Albinns, who had often feen
Rau Cur, and is a perfe& Judge of thefe Matters, thought it worth
his while ro oblige the World with an accurate and particular Relation
of all the Steps of his Dﬁeration, we muft have defpaired of ever ha-
wing a true Knowledge of it. 430G 91l 301 DALINND

I
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.. I fhall trouble the Reader but with T'wo of thefe Accounts, both of
them printed ; the firlt by a Saxon Phyfician; and the other; of which
fomething has already been {aid, by Mr. Chefelden.

'k

.. We are told by the Phyfician, thac in his Travels through Eugland
and Holland, he arrived on. a:certain Time at Amflerdam ; and being
there refolved to attend Dr, Raw’s Courfes of Anatomy and Surgery,
amongft other Curiofities he {aw there, one was the Operation for the
Stone perform’d by him.

. . 'The ‘?l;h Da,y nf Fﬁ-ﬁmmy 17075 {ays the Traveller, I and Mr. Wik

bam went with our Mafter Rawu to. Cromenic, a Village near Harlem,
where a Boy was to be Cut ; which. was done in the Prefence of two
Surgeons and Burghers of the faid Town. After the Body was dif=
pofed in a proper Pofture with his Arms bound, and his Pofteriours
laid ! higher than his Head; and his Feet fo tied, that the Part to'be
Cut could not be moved ; Mr: Ran kneeling with one Knee upon the
‘Fable, fets himfelf directly before the Patient; thrufting ina common
Catheter moiften’d with Qil into the Yard; at lalt meeting with the
Stone, he withdraws that, and puts in another Catheter, {o deep that he
mightfeel-it) upon the Perinanm with' his Fingers ;' then he makes'an
Inciions in the Lefev Side of: the Perimenm, four Fingers breadth from
the T'uberofity:of the Os Ichizm, or Huckle Bone, and a Fingersbreadth
from: the Auus,. which. Place of  Incifion the = Catbeter deprefles to-
wards the Perineum.  His Incifion Juife was guarded. a- ‘Thumbs
breadth, looking like a common Launcet, which was not laid above
the length of the firlt Joint of the Finger : Firft he cut the Skin, and
then miaking:an: Incifion through the Fat and the Mufcles, he applied
his frinerary 5 after which. he penetrated the Neck of the Bladder, then

utting; in. the Penknife \into the Wound, holding it ftrongly wich ‘his
E‘ﬂdjﬂhﬂ: delivéred: itoto me ; but in ithe mean time {natched up his
Futceps; and _drawing out his Penknife, he thruft it in betwixt the Jti=
uerary and: Condutlor, dilating the Lips of the Wound by thofe two {aid

JInftruments, by which means he happily drew out the Srore.  When it

was extracted 1t ‘was of -the Size of a lictle: Hen’s Egg, moilten’d with
Bloods:and on cone Side f{urrounded. with' a '{mall lictle Membrane,
where perhaps ithad an Adhefion to the Side of’ che Bladder. It -was’
almolt of a round Figure and uneven, like a large Sand or gretty Stone,
Cleanfing the Wound with a Spunge, he applied nothing but a little

- Line ; and {o binding up the Patient he put him to Bed, placing under

his:Buttocks fome: Oatmeal to receive the Urine, that would run from
' U the
£
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the Wound and the Feces upon Occafion. He ordered the Curtains of the
Bed to be drawn clofe, that the Light might not difturb the Patient’s
Reft, to compofe whom he ordered an Anodyne Emulfion to'be drunk
ad Libitum. After the Operation, and the Sick being juft laid upon
the Bed, he cried out of exquifite Pains in the Glans of the Yard, when
the Stone was taken away, which happens by Confent ; in all which the
Membrane of the Urethra has with the inward Membrane of che Bladder,

On the 7th of March, 1 faw another Lithotomy or Operation for
the Stone performed by my Mafter on a Fewifb Boy of Seven Years old;
in which, befides what I have already told you, nothing particular hap-
pened, excepr the falling: down of the futeftinum Rellum, occafioned by
the Cries of the Patient ; which labricating with Qil he put up again

El

with his Fingers, leaft it fhould hinder him in his Operation.

By comparing this Account of Rau’s Operation with that which is
given by Albinus, it will be very eafy to {fee how tull it is of Miftakes,
that is, how much it is of a-piece with all the reft of this Author’s Book.

]

Mr. Chefelden makes Ran’s Method to be the {ame with that of Frers
Facques 5 tor after tranferibing fome few Things from Dionis about that,
he tells us, that the late Mr. Rau, Profeffor of Anatomy at Leyden, per-
torm’d it afterwards in Holand, Cutting exaltly between the Entrance
of the Ureters, and with great Succefs. : P 1R

It isnot a little furprizing how Mr. Chefelden, who is fo perfeétly well
acquainted with the true Structure of  thefe Parts of the Body, came to
let himfelf be fo grofly impos’d upon by the Perfon that gave him this Ac~
count of Raw’s Operation, which the leaft RefleGtion muft have convinced
him to be falfe and impoffible, as fhall be prefently thown. What he
has added, is I believe very jult ; at lealt it deferves the Attention of all
fuch as fhall ever undertake the Praétice of Mr. Rau’s Operation.  In
my Opinion, fays he, this Way of Cutting excceds the two former,
(that is, the greater and lefler Apparatus) and would be yet better, if
the Bladder was filled with Water before the Operation,

Thefe, and many other {uch as thefe Accounts, have been g‘fven of
Mz, Raw’s Method of Cutting for the Stoue ; and I have only fet down
twe
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two Samples” of them, to fhow what need there was of a more exaét and
compleat Explanation of an Operation, which the Succefs wherewith it
was attended muft recommend to our moft f{erious Thoughts. This
the ingenious Dr. Albinus has fully executed in the Manner which we
now proceed to {how,

After having explained the Method of Cutting ufed by Frere Facquer,
and given his Opinion of it, which as we have already feen, he con-
cludes with this Obfervation, That it had better never have been
heard of, had it not ferved as a Hint to lead Rau to the Difcovery of
his: He goes on to inform us, that Raz having fully examined the Stru-
&ure and Situation of thefe Parts, which are either to be cut or
fhun’d in this Operation, difcovered the only Defect of Frere Facques
Method to be the Want of fome Way whereby the Inftruments mighe
be fafely and fecurely direfted towards the proper Place of the Bladder.
This he alfo found cut, and ufed it with the greateit Succefs. It can-
not therefore be deny’d but that Fyrere Facques fhewed Ran the Way ;
for this, however, he ought always to be praifed and valued, that by
his own Skill and Induftry he made that Addition to the Operation,
by which alone it is rendered fure and fafe, and preferable to all that
have hitherto been invented, whereas before, it was dangerous, un-
certain, and oftentimes fatal,

His Addition confifted in a Catheter furrowed or grooved on the
Convex Side, which he thruft through the Urethra into the Bladder,
that Convex Side prefling againft the Part of it which was to be Cut,
{o as to be felt without ; and by this Means ferving to dire& him in
making the Wound in the Skin, in thrufting in the Knife, fo as to
cut the Bladder upon it, and in introducing the other Inftruments
which guide the Forceps ftrait into the Wound, as was pracifed in
the great Apparatus.

But as the Common Catheters made Ufe of by thofe who cut the
Urethra in the Perinzum, are for the moft part too little bent to be able
to prefs fufficiently againft the proper Place of the Bladder, he invented
a new one, different from the others ; firft, in that where the crooked
Part, and confequently the Groove begins, the Curvature was greater,
and alfo in that the Roffrums or Beek at the other Extremity of the
crooked Part was firaiter and longer, that the Knife might be ae

more
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more Liberty to.run-both. Ways upon; it,, and-fo make'a; large W
in the Bladder. T'he Comparifon of the StruGure of thefe ;j rtS i

the humane Body, with what was to be done in the Operation, {cem
to have led him to thefe Things. _ e : ik
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. Heplaced the Patient, ty’d him, and ordered him to be held almoft
i the fame Manner as they who cut the Urethria ini the Perinnaum; except
that he laid him upon his Back on a low Table, in fuch: & Manner as
that his Back was lower than his Buttocks, for the more -convenient
Situation of the Part, to be cut. ]

»
i,
-

Then.'he kneeled down befnr& tﬁe,ﬁa:ient upon-lﬁs nght Knee,hls
Left Leg being erect, and making an'acute Angle with the Thigh, the
better to fupport his Body. eyt vie1gas) bna visid) 94
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- Next laying hold of the Penis with his Left Hand, with- his Right
he thruft the Catheter artfully into the Bladder. ° ro LA deme B0
: 1 OOl e 87 nole foidw v
- nb 2w 41 gtoled ervatle 197t mood  orediid eved
Then taking the Handle of the Catketesi between  the E_wiﬂgqt;ﬂ: and
Thumb of his Left Hand, he turned it gently and warily towards the
Patient’s Belly and right Groin, that the furrowed Convex Side there-
of might be apply’d to that Part that-was to be Cut ;- thac i, as has
been already faid, to the Left Side-near the Neck, and. {omething, to-
wards,the; losver and backiBPageay o) finiene nallong obil wovnod 2ads
il Db o tateeol 2aedM ity vO¥bas ; Ju 13 w3l 1 ad o122 o
flian ‘ot &ttt : A8 s o aoW ety antliin
This being done, he preffed; the Catbeter gently. towards: that Part,
and at: the {ame time pug his Right Thumb ' upon the foft f,[!;ngg of the
Buttocks, on the Left Side of the 4nus, between that _ﬂ]ﬂ&.‘tﬁg great
Protuberance of the Os Ifthium, upon which we fit, jult oppofite to the
Convex Part of the Catheter,

Then: prefling ' the Catherer gently towards his Right Thumb, and at
the fame time his- Right Thumb towards: the Gathetery from. ;the Left
and lower Parts to.the Right and upwards, he difcovered: -and, marked
the exa& Place- on the Qut-fide which was oppolite to the Convex: Part
of the Gatherer, _tor there the Incifion wastobe begun. .0 [0 ¢ .1

This
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This Place was on the Left Side of the 4uus, about an Inch, or two
Fingers breadth from that, towards the Protuberance of the Ifthinm.
Be chofe it no nearer the Anus, for fear of hurting the Iuteftinum Reétum
and no further from it, that he might not be obliged to thruft the
Knife too obliquely towards the Catherer : However, according to the
Difference of Age and Stature, Struéture, and Largene(s of thefe Parts,
he cut the Skin fometimes nearer the Auuss fometimes farther from ir,
and fometimes a little higher or lower ; but the Convex Part of the
Catheter, which prefs’d upon the Bladder, always dire&ed him to thePlace.

This being difcovered, he began by Cutting through the Skin and
a fmall Part cf the Fat. He made the Wound ftrait and long, from
above downwards, and a little inclined outwards towards the Protu-
berance of the Ifthium, to keep farther from the Inteftinum Rellum. A~
bout this firlt Incifion, however, he was not very follicitous.

As foon as it was made, he thruft into it that Part of his Right
Thumb or Fore-Finger, which is oppofite to the Nail, to feel the Staff,
which he kept with his Left Hand apply’d to that Part of the Blad-
der which he was to cut, with all peflible Steddinefs,

When he had found the Staff he pulled back his Thumb, and thruft
the Point of his Knife immediately into the Wound, not very deep at
firlt ; and direGing it with all the Caution he could towards the Staff,
he cut gently all that came in lis Way: And for fear of wounding the
Tnteftivum Reflum, he moft commonly firft thruft his Finger into the
Anus, to examine the Situation of it precifely, that fo he might be able
to fhun it with the greater Certainty.

When by thefe gentle Steps his Knife had got almoft to the Bladder,
he thruft his Thumb or Fore-Finger again into the Wound to feel for
the Catheter as before, to replace it, if by any Motion of the Patient it
had changed its Situation, and al{o to remind himfelf of the Pofition of
the Convex Part of it, upon which he was immediately to cut the Bladder.

In doing this he ufed more Caution and Circumfpeétion than before :
He firft begged of the Affiftants not to let the Patient move any Part,
efpecially his Buttocks, and of the Patient himfelf to keep as quiet as
poflible ; then holding the Catheter }féxed in 1ts Place with the Left

Hand,
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Hand, with the other he approached the Knife towards it, through the
Wound, without making any further Incifion, but only carefully dirett-
ing the Point. 'Thisdone he thruft it into the Groove of the Catheter
with all the Attention and Warinels he was Mafter of = * And it was
ealy for him to know when he was right, by the Point of his Knife

prefiing upon the Bottom of the Groove, and upon the Sides of it when
he moved it gently either Way,

Then carrying the Knife along the Groove both upwards and down-
wards, but moftly downwards, and favouring the Motions of it by the
Pofition of the Catheter, he made a pretcy large Wound in the Blad-
der. The Situation of the Staff made the Incifion incline a little from
above outwards, and the Security of the Neighbouring Parts made it
neceflary it fhould do fo

He continued to take Care that the Staff fhould not {lip from the
Wound, and with his Fingers examined the Largenefs of it, feeling
at the {ame Time for the naked Catbeter, if he had any Sufpicion that
it was out of its Place; for it was neceflary that the Groove fhould be
clofe to the Incifion, that he might with the more Security thruft the
Male Condufior into it, -

Therefore having again defired the Patient to lie ftill, he took the
Male Conduftor into his Right Hand, and pufhed it carefully and
fteddily through the Wound towards the Catheter ; and after fome few
T'ryals, fixed it in the Swlus without any thing being intercepted be-
tween them, which it was ealy to judge, both by the Refiftance and
Hardnefs of the Staff. -

When he was affured of this, he pufhed the Conduifor with more
Force, and thruft back the Staff, drawing the Handle of it gently to-
wards him at the fame time.

By this Means the Convex Part of it retired from the Wound into
the Cavity of the Bladder, and the Cosdaétor remaining flill in the Sw/eus
was {afely guided thither likewife ; and by moving it gently up and
down, he difcovered either by its touching the naked Staff or the Stoue,
that it was really in the Cavity of the Bladder where he wanted it to ’1?&. :

he
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- The other Parts of this Operation were performed as by the great
Apparatus ; tor with his Right Hand he kept the Male Conduéfor in the
Bladder, and with his Lett drew the Catherer out through the Urethra.
'Then he took the Male Conduétor into his Left Hand, and upon that
direéted the Female into the Bladder with his Right ; afterwards hold-
ing the two Conduttors at a fufficient Diftance with his Left Fingers, he
thruft the Forceps between them into the Bladder with his other Hand,
and prefently drew out the Female Conduttor.

"Then he felt with the Forceps for the Stone, that he might be fure that
Infirument had not mifled its Way, but was really within the Bladder,
and afterwards drew out his Male Conduéfor likewile.

He uled to open the Forceps witha confiderable Force {everal times to=
gether, both to dilate the Wound and Bladder, and loofen it as much
as he could from the Stone.

When this was done, he fearched for, laid hold of, and extra&ed the
Stone with the Forceps, with all the fame Precautions which they com-
monly do, and always ought to ufe, who perform this Operation by
Cutting the Urethra in the Perinaum.

As {oon as one Stone was taken out, he thruft other Inftruments into
the Bladder, to difcover if there were any more behind; and with a
proper Scoop, and very often with his Fore-Finger, he brought away
any {mall Bits of Stones, Sand or clotted Blood, and then the Patient -
was laid in a Bed upon his Back.

He put neither Tent, Plaifter nor Bandage upon the Wound, but
kept it open for fome Days after the Operation; and in the mean time
ordered the Patient as much Prifane or weak Emulfion as he could
drink ; thac the Urine flowing firlt copioufly into the Bladder, might
wafh it throughly, and then running out at the Wound, might carry
along with it the Sand, Blood, or whatever elfe might remain,  After-
wards he cured the Wound, as other frefh Wounds ufually are,

With how great Dexterity, and in how fhort a T'ime he always per-
formed this Operation, there are innumerable Witnefles to teftify’; a-
mong whom I could name {everal Perfons of Probity, Learning and Cha-
radter, who are ftill alivee.  How well and how {uccefsfully he opetated,
the Event afterwards proved ; for the far greate{t Part not only furvived
the Operation, and did very well after it, burt recovered in an incredi-
bly fhort Time fo perfectly, as neverto be afflicted with a Fiftula, invo-

Suntarily
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funtary Flux of Urine, Barrennefs, or any other Accidents which fo
oftend attend thofe in whom the Urinary Paffages have been Cut.
And tho” this Method may feem mote difficult to be put in Pra&ice
upon Women ; yet even thefe he Cut the fame Way, provided they wert
Maids, or had never had Children : neither are there Inflances wanting
of his Succefs among {uch as had. B S 575+

This excellent Account has Dr. Albinus given us of Rau’s Method of
Cutting for the Stome, in which he has omitted nothiog that can any
Way contribute to its being fully underftood, if it 1s not that he has fet
down no Obfervations made on the Bodies of f{uch as died before the
Wound was cured; by which we fhould have had a more certain Account
of all the Parts cut, than is to be found in this Relation at prefent.

" But now, if wecompare a little this Method with all thofe that went
before it, it will be found to contain nothing of any Confequence that
can be cilled New, except the extraordinar}r%kill and Dexterity of the
Operator, and his cauatious, prudent and attentive Manner of Opera-
ting. It is to thele Things only, that is owing any Difference to be
obferved in either his Inftruments, orthefeveral Steps of his Operation ;
which Differences deferve not fo much to be call’d New Inventions, as
the making the beft Ufe of what was already invented. “The principal
Thing wherein his Way 'of Cutting differs from that of Mariauus, is in
the Place in which he makes his Incifion; but this his Hiftorian owns
ro be the fame with that where Frere Facques made his; tho’, as I have
fufficiently proved, that Monk’s Defign was to make it in another Place.
Again, he differs from Frere Facques Methods in. the Inftruments he
ufes, ‘and the manner of ufing them; but all this he took from the great
Apparatus, except the ftrait Roftrum of his Saff, as Mery had done be-
fore him; tho”I do notthink it at all probable that he had feen Mery’s
Book, before he had compofed the Theory of his own Operation. Mr.
Rau’s principal Merit therefore confifts in having made a judicious
Colle&ion of the Partsof f{everal Methods, which were attended with
the greateft Advantages and leaft Inconveniencies, and framing thefe
into one Regular Operation, which in his Hands has been perhaps more
fuccefsful than any hitherto difcovered ; but whether it will continue
{o to be, it brought into Prattice a-new, mult be left to Experience
and Fime to determine, :

e i
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IN the Beginning of the foregoing Chapter, I obftrved that tho’ fe-

veral Accounts ot Profeflor Rax’s Operation for the Stame have been

publifhed, and many more handed about by thofe who pretend to
have feen him Cur, yet they are all both impertect and tull of Miftakes;
and that 1t is entirely owing to the learned and accurate Dr. Albinus,
that this great Man’s Method was not for ever loft to Pofterity.

As foon as the Do&or’s Book was publifhed at Zeyden, he did me
the Honour, amongft feveral of hisingenious Friends here in London, to
fend it me in a Prefent ; and at the next Meeting of the Royal Society,
I thought proper to lay before them an Abftraét in Englifh of that Part
of it which relates to Mr. Rau’s Operation for the Stone ; together with
{everal Preparations, from which I demonfirated and defcribed the Parts
concerned in it.

Thefe Prepa-ratians I have had now a good many Years by me : They
make parc of a compleat Collection that 1 have made, by which all the
poffible Ways of getting in to the Humane Bladder, in order to extraft
a Stone; may with the greatelt Clearnefs be illuftrated; and the Advan-
tages and Inconveniencies of each of them, as far as thefe depend
on the Struure of the Parts, with the greatell Certainty deter-
mined.

Of thefe Ways, I always reckoned that prattis'd by Profeflor Rau to
be one, long before I had heard any thing of his true Method, or cven
of that of Frere Jacques, from which it 1s taken ; and indeed, my Pre-
parations will ferve to direlt in every E;ft'p of his Operation, and point

out
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out the Parts that are cither to be Cut or avoided in it, as fullyas if
I had had Albinus’s Book before me when I went about them, Andl1
will venture to {ay, thatthe Examination of fuch Preparations as thele,
when frefh Subjects cannot be had, which every Surgeon and Anatomilt
muft know is too often the Cafe with us, is the fureft and eafieft Way to
enable us to underftand, and make the right Ufe of what has been

written upon the Subjeft of « Lithotoy, -which of late Years has made
fo much Noile in our, Phyfical World.:

But to return from this fhort Digreffion : If I may ju:;Ige by the E-
vent, what I then offered to the Royal Society was by many Members
of that Honourable . Body thought no unfuitable Entertainment for
them ; for from that Time {everal worthy Phyficians and Surgeons, ha-
ving carefully read Albinus’s Book, and examined my Preparations, be-
gan to think ferioufly of introducing the Practice of it amonglt us.
And T moft willingly embrace this Opportunity of doing Juftice to the.
ingenious Dr. Bamber and Mr. Chefelden, by declaring in a publick
manuer, (what I had many Opportunities of knowing, having affifted
at moft ot the Experiments they made on dead Bodies) that as 1t was
their T'urn to Cut in the two great Hofpitals of this City the following
Seafon ; I beheld with the utmoft Pleafure, the Alacrity, Induftry and
Application with which they foon made themfelves Mafters, each in the
Way that fuited his Genius beft, of the true Method of performing an
Operation, which they thought they had all che Reafons that Theory
could furnifh, to prefer even to the high Way of Cutting, which both
of them had for a confiderable Time practis’d with great Succefs. .

On the 7th Day of lalt Auguft, Dr, Bamber made the firft Tryal of
it on living Bodies in St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, and fince that Time
he has made feveral more. 1In all thelz Operations he has thought it
proper to follow every Step of Mr. Ran’s Method, except that he filled
the Bladder moderately with Water ; and therefore, as his Dexterity
and Skill in every Operation he goes about are {ufficiently known, there
remains no more to be faid about them ; fave only, that as far as can
be judged from the Number he has Cut, his Succels is hitherto at leaft
equal to that of Mr. Rax.

|
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M, Chefelden began to Cut in St. Thomas’s Hofpital a few Days after
Dr. Bamber ; but as he has thought fit to vary Profeflor Ran’s Me-
thod confiderably, I muft beg leave to infilt a little more on his Opera-

tion, -'

I have already mention’d an Account of Ran’s Method given by Mr,
Chefelden, in the Preface to his Treitife on the High Operation for the
Stone, publifhed 1723, as he had received it from thofe who had been
Scholars to Mr. Raw, and feveral times prefent at his Operations. His
Informations were indeed very lame and imperfeét ; but yet, even from
thefe, he had conceived fo favourable an Idea of that Method, as to
think it preferable either to that of Celfus or Marianus ; and withal,
that it would be ftill more fo, if the Bladder was firft filled with
W ater. .

Albinus’s late Treatife has, asT have already remarked, given chis in-
genious and moft expert Surgeon an Opportunity of examining the
whole Matter with more Clearnefs and Certainty than he had done be-
fore ; and the Fruit of the Pains he has been at, is not only to confirm
him in his former fayourable Opinion of it, but alfo to bring it to {fuch 2
degrée of Perfettion, as in hisfudgment makes it preferable to - all the
Methods of Cutting that have ever been invenced.

Now, as Mr. Chefelden’s Method muft be reckon’d an Improvement of
that firlt attempted by Fiere Facques, a Delcription of it, fuch as a
Spe&iator is able to give, does even upon that Account very well deferve
a Place in the Hiftory I have ventured to write of the Lateral Operatioit
for the Stome : And if, in what 1 fhall fay abour it, I fhall happen to mi-
ftake or omit any material Circumftance, I wifh that may ferve as an
Inducement to the happy Improver to rettify and compleat whatever is
amifs or wanting in mine, by obliging the Publick himfelf with a more
accurate and full Account of his own Operation.

The Table upon which the Patient is placed is higheft at that End
upon which his Buttocks reit ; and by means of a Pillow laid under
him there, and another under his Head when he lies upon his Back,
his Belly is lower than any other Part of his Body.

His
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His Buttocks ate placed upon the Edge of the Table, and his Knecs
being feparated from one another, and bent as much as they can be con-
veniently, his Wrifts and Ancles are tied together; and he is kept i
thatSitaation by three Affiftants, One at each Leg, and a Third at his
Head ; who preffes with his two Hands upon the Patient’s Shnuidars,
to keep him from retiring backward fr{:m the Operamr

] yol | o {
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The Patient being brought from hrs Bed in a Naghta-’G&Wn
fituated in this Manner, the Operator thrufts an hollow . grooved %tml
Catheters through the Urethra into the Bladder; and With a Syringe
mounted with an Ox’s Ureter, injets as much warm Water into it as
the Patient can bear without Pain, in the {ame Manner as is done in
the High Operation. Into one Patient of about Eightéen Years of
Age, andfwho had a Stone weighing Six Ounces and a Quarter, Mr.
Chefelden injetted Seven Ounces of Water ; but he thinks the Quantity
may always be determined by the Complaints of the Patlent w1thout
obferving any other Rule.

When the Water is injected, and fecured from running out, by tying
round the Penis a narrow. Slip of Flannel, he gives the End of the Cz-
theter 1o an intelligent Affiltant to hold ; whofe principaliCare is:to.
keep it from rlﬁnq, but not atall to direé the Groove ta the Place

where the Incifion isto be made, for a Reafon that we fhall hear pre-
{ently.

Then the Operator having feated himfelf upnna Chairy nhe He: i'.lth.
of which is fuitable to that of the Table on which the Patient wlald
takes a pointed Knife with a Convex Edge, and beginning .about an
Inch above the 4uns, on the Left Side of the Raphe,: between the
Accelerator Urine, or as I name that Mufcle, Conftriclor Urethra, and the
Ereétor Penis, he makes an Incifion downwards by the Side of the
Sphintter Ani, a little obliquely outwards as it defcends from Two.
and an Half to Four Inches in Length, according to the Age of the
Patient, or Size and Stru&ture of the Parts. This firlt Incifion he en-
deavours to make all at one Stroke, {oas to cut through: the Skin, Fac
and all, or Part of the Levator Ani, which lies in his Way.

‘As
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" As foon as this is done, he thrufts the Fore-Finger of his Left Hand
into the Middle of -the Wound, in order to pre(s the Inteftinum Reftum
to one Side, that it may be in lefs Danger of being Cut ; and taking a
crooked Knife in his other Hand, with the Edge on the Concave Side,
he thrufts the Point of it through the Wound clofe by his Finger into
the Bladder, between the Peficula Seminalis and Os Ifchium of the {ame
Side ; then lowering his Hand, he continues this fecond Incifion up-
wards, till the Point of his Knife comes out at the upper Part of the firft,

This Incifiof being finithed, he thrufts the Fore-Finger of his Left
Hand through the Wound into the Cavity of the Bladder ; and having
fele and fecured the Stone, he introduces his Forceps upon his Finger,
and endeavours to lay faft hold of the Stone with ic ; then he pulls out
his Finger, and taking the Forceps in both Hands, he extra&ts the Stone
with greater or lefs Facility, aocording to the Size thercof, or Largenefs
of the Wound he has made.

If there are more Stanes than one, he feels for the reft with Lis
Finger, then  introduces his Foreeps, and extraéts them in the fame
manmner. 1S

During the whole Operation, the Catheter remains in the Bladder ;
and all that the Afliftant who holds it has to mind is, as has been al-
ready {aid, to keep it from rifing. By this means Mr. Clefelden thinks
the Bladder is prefled down {ufficiently to facilitate the Entry of the
Forceps upon his Finger without the Ule of any DireGor ; and it being
filled with Water, there is no occafion to Cut upon a Groove ; neither is
there any danger of laying hold of the Catheter with the Forceps, if due
Care is taken to manage that rightly after it is in the Bladder.

In this Method of Operating there are but one or two Arterial
Pranches cut, from which there i1s any Danger of an Hemorrhagy, and
not always from them neither: However, if after the Wound is well
cleanfed and wafhed with a wetted Spunge, any Quantity of Blood
continues to run, he ties the Veflels immediately ; and then having ap-
plied Pledgets of dry Lint and other proper Dreflings, the Patient is af-
terwards carried to Bed.

Z This
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- This is Mr. Chefelder’s regular Method of Cuteing ; - and? when
no Accident happens, which it was impoffible to be aware of be-
fore the Operation, he has been feldom above a Minute (fometimes

lefs) between the Beginning of the firlt Incifion and Extra&ion of the
Stone. iy P ARl e

 There are Circumftances, however, in ‘which he finds it neceflary to
“vary fome Steps of his Method. " Thefe, as far as I have been Witnefs
to, or can remember ‘them, are asfollows:

Firft, When having laid hold of the Stone with the Forceps, he finds
by the Force it takes to draw it out, or other Signs, that it is very large,
rather than expofe the Patient to the Danger and Pain of a violent Di-
laceration of the Parts, he chufes either with a Pair of Sciflars, if it is
the upper Part, or his Knife if the lower, to enlarge the Wound by an
additional Incifion.

Secondly, If after the fecond Incifion is made, he finds by the Finger
which he endeavours to thruft into the Bladder, that the Catheter has.
{lip’d into the Wound, which, by the ftraining of the Patient and other
Accidents, fometimes happens; then he withdraws his Finger, and
inftead thereof thrufts a Gorgerer into the Groove of the Catheter, upon
which he introduces his Forceps in the ordinary Manner. It is only
with a View to this Accident, that he prefers a grooved Catheter to one
entirely round, {uch as was ufed by Frere Facques, ik il

Thirdly, When the Afliftant, who holds the Catheter, gives him any
ground to think that he has laid hold of that with the Forceps inftead of.
the Stone; which, tho’ he believes it will rarely happen, yet is not im~
peflible ; he orders it immediately to be pulled out, and then endeavours
to lay hold of and extra& the Stouz without that.Conveniency which the
prefling down of the Bladder would afford him, if he fhould be obliged:
to introduce his Forceps oftner than once. 5 HEVIINOG.

- Fﬂurthl}*, When by the Smallnefs or Sicuation of the Stoze, he finds.

this Method to be eafier or more {afe, he thrufts his Fingers into the
Anus; and having prefs’d the Swme towards the Orifice of the Wound,
: 3 he
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_he ypulls, it out awith his other Hand, without ufing any Forceps
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Laftly, When he feels, either by his Finger, or the Refiftance the
“Stome makes to the Fotce with which hé {irives to draw it ourt, that
there is any kind of Conftri&tion, either of the Ureters or Membranes
of the Bladder about ity he endeavours by thrulting his Fingers into the
Anus, or other, proper Methods, to bring that Part near the Orifice of the
Wound ; and then with his Knife he cuts thefe Membranes which had
formed the Sphiniler ; and thus the Stone being dilengaged is extra&ed
with the greateft Eafe.

As I have here defcribed Mr. Clefelden’s new Operation nearly in the
fame Order that Albinus has followed in that of Mr. Rau, it will be
eafy for the Reader to percéive. whar Additions or Alterations are
owing to him, or, in one Word, what Improvements he has made ;
fo that it would be altogether fuperfluous to lengthen this Pofffcript any
further, by comparing them together.

o f o
ol il I

M., Chefelden has hitherto ..Qu;;‘figq'f;evén_l’atients this Way that I
know of ; and whoever has heard of the wonderful Succefs which at-
tended his Practice of the High Operation, will have but little room to
doubt of the happy Eventof his prefent Method, .in which even thefe
firlt Tlt'_yals have {ucceeded equally, if not beyond whatever he could

boaft of in the former. T
oy

To conclude: Were I not afraid of being thought to pafs the Bounds I
preferibed to my felf in this Hiftory, of only relating and comparing Faéts
together, without interpofing my own Judgment, I might add, that in my
Opinion there is nothing wanting in Mr. Chefelden’s Method of performing
the Lateral Operation, by which it can in any refpeét be improved, except

-the Ufe of crooked Forceps upon fome Occafions ; for I have frequently
obferved at both Hofpitals, that the Siore is much more eafily extraéted,
when it lies on that Side of the Bladder in which the Incifion is made,
then when it lies on the other, efpecially if the Cavity to be obferved
there, is of a preternatural Depth or Breadth, as it fometimes happens,
Therefore when this is the Cafe, I am of Opinion that if the For-
«ceps were a lictle crooked, the Srore might with lefs Difficulty bellr._;:li

nola
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“hold of, than by the Rtait onés which Have been Hitliertoafed. T
true, that crooked Furceps will be weaker than the others ; but the
ference in Strength Eﬂu]d be more than compenfated by the Facilit

_charging the, Stone 5 becaufe -ity this, rather than-in the Force necef

0 extract it wiltﬁﬁaiafﬁqu?ﬁi the Tnconvenicney I am talk
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