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=232 HE Stone in the Bladder is a Diftemper, which, for
a7 ought we know to the contraty, is as ancient as any
SVES other to which the humane Body has ever been fub-
je& : And'Hippocrates, to whom we owe the t‘f_ir{"r Ac-
AIZES. counts of that, as well as of all theipeher Dileafes he
o) has mention’dyinforms us, that'in his Time the Ope-
Gla2) ration of extra&ing theSwme by Cutting wasalreadyin
S==Ptts Ufe ; and that there weére Men wha made it their
{s, without intermedling with & Part ‘of ' Phyfick
or Surgery, which then, and for a great whiléafterwards, made. up
but one and the fame Profeflion. ~ All this i evident fromethgt Claufe
of ‘Hippocrates’s Oath, in which he makes his' Difeiplés iWeat ot to cut
any Perfon for" the Srone, but to'leave that Operation to f ho exer-
cifed' themfelves ‘in'-that Art, and made a pa'rticﬁlﬁm&"ﬂimn of it.
¥ TINE o e piu Mibiayroegy Sy eI & ip;ﬂ'ﬂ'an! drg‘gg.*mr wonti@- s M ﬂnd from
thefe Words there may be fome ground to think, that Hippocrates never
- pra&is’d this Operation’ himfelf.

What was the Method of Cutting then us’d, we know not. Thus
far however we may be fure, thac the Incifion was not propofed to be
made in the Body of the Bladder ; becaufe Hippocrates every where de-
clares it fto be his Opinion, that Wounds there are mertal, ~siore
daxozhin . o .. Swrazédvsy fays he, Aphor. 6,' 18, and in his Book de Mor-
bis 3. dwodvicuen &V iv mg wiem veadic  Theonly further ConjeGure that can
with ' any Probability be formed is, that as Celfus is univerfally allowed
to have borrowed his whole Syftem, both of Phyfick and Surgery, from
the Greeks, the Method of Cutting for the Stowe which he has delcribed,

B may
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may likewife have been taken from them; and perhaps they knew no
other but that. Ammonius, firnamed Lithotomus from the Inftrument he
invented to break the Stone in the Bladder, when it happen’d to be too
large to pafs through .the Wound entire, praétis’d this Method at A/ex~
andria, in the Time of Herophilus and® Erafiffratus; that is, perhaps
about 150 Years after Hippocrates; and Meges practis’d it at Rome in the
Reign of Auguflus, It is Celfus, who has preferved us the Names of thele
two famous Lithotomifts ; and it is evident from w}mt he fays of them,
that he believed their Method of Cutting to be the {ame with his. And ,
as they lived at a great Diltance, both of Time and Place, from one
another ; and the firlt of them {o near the Age of Hippocrases, 1t becomes
from thence further probable, that the Operation for the Stowe defcrib’d
by Celfus was the moft ancient, and perhaps the only one that had ever
been praétis’d before his Time.

Whatever Solidity may be in thefe Conjetures, for I give them
only as fuch, Celfus is undoubtedly the firt Author now remaining,
who has taught wus any thing like a Method of Cutting ; and
the {ame, without any confiderable Variation, is defcrib’d by the
later Greek Writers, particularly Pawlus Agineta 5 by the Arabians,
Avicenna. and Albucafis; and, in general, by all Chirurgical Authors
down to the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century, Rogerius, Rolan-
dus, Bruwusy Tbeodoricis, Gulielmus de Saliceto, Lanfrancus, Mundinus,
Guidoy and others, Thefe Authors do little more than copy one
anothegs and what is worth remarking about them is, that it does not
appear” thatany of them ever faw this Operation perform’d, Guido a=
lone exceptéd; but-even he does not-feem ever to have cat himfelf.

During all this long Interval, no other Method but this being
known, we are not to imagine that it went by any other Name than
that of Cutting for the Stowe, or Operation of Lithotomy.

But when Fobannes de Romanis had invented his New Method of
Cutting, which happen’d fome Time near the Year 1500, at leaft in
all probability nearer that than 1520, as is {aid by Gourmelenus, and the
generality  of Writers fince; his Time; it. then -became neceflary that
Names fhould be gppropriated: to thefe two Methods, by which they
might be diltinguifhed from one another,

The
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The principal Difference between them confifts in the Inftruments
ufed, and in the Manner of ufing them ; and therefore it was natural
that the Names apply’d to them fhould be taken from thence. Ac-
cordingly we find that De Frauco calls Marianus’s Operation, La Cure:
de la Pierre avec gros ferrement ;5 and from thence undoubtedly came ‘the
Appellations of Major and Minor Apparatus, by which thefe two Opera-
rations have {ince been moft commonly exprefled ; firlt ufed, as far as I
can find, by Paraus and Gourmelenns, as well as the French Names which
anfwer to them, Le haut & le petit Appareil. The Englifpb Names of
Cutting upon the Staff, and Cutting upon the Gripe, are of-a much
later Date. We probably borrowed them from the Dutch, in which
Language thefe two ways of Cutting are expre{s’d by Terms analogous
to them ; and perhaps they came to be taken into the Englifh Language,
by being ufed by Lithomifts whom we have had oftener than once
trom Holland.

The Second of thefe Methods, the Apparatus Major, 'was, as T have
{aid, invented by Fobannes de Romanis, and praétis’d 'by him at-Rome ;
but it was firft publifhed there by his Scholar Murianus Sanftus Barolita-
nus in the Year 1522, not at Penice in 1535, as fome have faid. And it
is upon this Account, that Authors who do not {fo much atténd to Dif-
coverers, as to the Publifhers of Difcoveries, have given it the Name
of Methodus Mariana or Mariniana. -

This Operation being fuited to Perfons of all Ages, whereas that of
Celfus was formerly thought practicable only upon Children, foon gain’d
a general Vogue, and brought Lithotomy much more in Fafhion than
it had been for many Ages before.  Celfus’s Method, however, wis not
quite laid afide, but continued to be pracifed ; and perhaps even more
frequently than it had ever been fince Lgineta’s Days; with this Advan-
tage alfo, that the Succefs of the other Method being experienced in full
grown Perfons as well as Children, encouraged Lithotomifls to break
through the narrow Limits of Time fixed by the Ancients, and ex-
tend the Ufe of Celfus’s Method much further than Celfus himfelf had

prefcribed.

i

From this T'ime downwards, the Practice of Lithotomy becumingl finn
more .common, a great many Improvements were made in both Me-
thods, efpecially in that of Marianus; and other Varieties introduced

. in



in them, as beft fuited the Genius of particular Opél_;af»:}rS, the Con-
dition of the Patients, or the Humour of the Times ; and in all thefe

the Parifian Lithotomifts muft be allowed to have had the principal
Hand.

In the Year 1561, De Eranco’s Treatife of Hernia’s, &c. was firlt pub-
lithed, and in that he gives an Account of a new Method he once made
ufe of in order to extract a Stone, all the others proving ineffectual, and
that was by making an Incifion above the Os Pubis. 'Tho’ the Opera-
tion fucceeded, yet he thinks fit to diffwade all Perfons from ever fol-
lowing his Example ; and indeed his Advice was fo far comply’d with,
that fgr above T'wenty Years after his Book appeared, Authors are as
entirely filent about this extraordinary Operation, as if it had never
been known ; and in all Probability would have continued fo much
longer, had not a lucky Chance engaged a Perlon of Roffetus’s Learning
and Sagacity, to undertake the introducing of the Cafarean Operation :
For, in order to recommend this unheard-of and dangerous Pradtice,
one Method this great Man thought it for his Purpofe to take, was to
compare it with fome others then in Ufe ; and, amongf{t the reft, with
the common ways of Cutting for the Stowe. This led him to {o cleax
and terrifying a View of the Cruclty and Barbarity of both of them,
that a Perfon of his Talent for Invention needed no more to put him
apon the Search of a New one; and the Pains he had been at to confi-
der the Nature and Confequences of Wounds in the Abdomen, was un-
doubtedly what gave him the firft Hint of that which he invented. De
Franco, muft indeed be own’d to have publifhed an Inftance of this Ope-
ration long before Rofferus endeavoured to introduce it: But Rofferus is
not for that Reafon to be denied the Glory of having invented it ; for,
to {ay nothing of the Circumitances of De Franco’s Story, which every
body is now f{ufficiently acquainted with, Roffetus was led to the Theory
he eftablifhed by the meer Force of his own Judgment, his Knowledge
of theStru&ure of the Parts concerned, in which he exceeded all that
went before him, Pefulius himfelf not excepted, and Confequénces
drawn, from Fads, among which that mention’d by Franco appears to
have no Place, Roffetus having difcover’d his Method before ever he had
[een that Author’s Book, as he affirms himfelf, and in a manner that
gives not the leaft ground to fufpeét him of a Falfhood.

But if it fhould. be granted that he took the firft Hint of his Me-
thod from Franco, he muft ftill be allowed by all who have ‘read and
under=
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underftand his Book, to deferve a greater fhare of Praife a§ an Im-
srover, than the other can claim as an Inventer : And I believe it will
Ee found upon a {triét Examination, that the Honour of many Difcove-
ries which we now enjoy, is given to Petfons who had no better
Title to them than he has to this, even {uppofing he had borrowed
from De Franco all that he could poffibly borrow from him. He muft
be very little acquainted with the Hiftory of Inventers, who does not
know that many of their Inventions are owing to moré favourable Ac-
cidents, than reading De France’s Book ¢an have been to Reffetas.

Tho’ this great Author lived to publifh a compleat Account of his
new Method of Cutting for the Stone, (which has by Writers in Latin
been generally called Seitio Hypogaftrica ; by the Fredch, Le hant Appareil ;
and in_Englifb, The High Operation ) yet he never had an 'Opportutity
of performing it upon a living Body; and for above' 1go: Years after
him, none {eem’d ever fo much as inclinable to make Tryal of it.
The Writers of Lithotomy, during that Time, have moft of them in=
deed mention’d this Operation ; but in fuch a manner, as fhews very
plainly that few of them had ever read Roffetsis’s Book; and that not
one of them underflood it. The Authority of De Franio, who forbids
the attempting of this Method, and of Hippocrates, whoithought all
Wounds in. the Bladder mortal; are the common Topitks they make
ufe of to cry it down ; and all this moft commonly in the Compafs of
half a Page, from which an intelligent Reader can gather no more,
than barely that it had been once propos’d in Framce to cut for the
Stone above the Os Pubis. Dionis, it is true, has been at a little more
Peins about it than the reft; and had probably heard fomething of
Roffetus’s Method ; but then he is fo f{upinely negligent in all the
Parts of his Account, that one would be ready to think he mentions
it at all, not fo much with a defign to recommend it to Praice, as
to have fomething to fay, and to make way for a new Figure in his
Book, which fhould not be found in the other Treatifes of Chirurgical
Operations. ‘ '

From thefe lame and imperfe Scraps, my Brother took the firfk
Hints of this Method, having, as I am very well {atisfied, never feen
Rofferus’s Latin Treatife till he had compofed the wholé Theory of his
Operation, and perform’d it fuccefsfully on living Bodies. Fo him
therefore may be applied what I have faid about Roferus, fuppofing ¢hat
Author to have read De Franco’s Story before he invented his Opera-

C tion.
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tion. But even Rofferus himfelf muft yield to him the Honour of having
introduced the Pratice of it ; and for this, confidering the Difcourage-
ment he met with, the Difficulties he had to overcome, and on the
other hand, how highly this Method has already conduced to the Prefer-
vation of Mankind, no Praife nor no:Reward can be too great.

From this fhort View that I have given of the Hiftory of Lithotomy,
it will appear, that properly {peaking there are but two Ways poffible
of extrating the Stowe out of the Bladder by Ineifion ; and thefe are,
making the Wound ecither above or below the Os Pubis. The firlt of
thefe, if rightly pradis’d, admits of no confiderable Variety ; in the
{econd, there is a greater Latitude, not only in refpe&t of the Inftruments
ufed, and the feveral Steps of the Operation, but alfo in the Place of the
Incifion. All thefe may be, and atually have been, compounded and
combined together by Lithotomifts in a great many different manners,
and it would be hard to prove that any two of them ever cut exaltly
the fame Way ; but to avoid as much as can be done all unneceflary
Subdivifions, I think the different Methods of extraéting a Stoze by
Cutting below the Os Pubis, may be reduced to three kinds ; that of Cel-
Jus, that of Marianus, and what I have chofen to call the Lateral Way
firlt practis’d by Frere Facques. 'The two firft, as has been already ob-
{erved, differ from one another chiefly in the Inftruments and Steps of
the Operation, and the laft differs from both thefe in the Place ot the
{ncifion.

To this Method I fﬂmil confine myfelf at préfent, referring the
compleat Hiftory of the other two, together with the High Opera-

tion, to another Opportunity; and in treating it, I intend to obferve
this Order,

Firft, 1 fhall fet down, from all the Authors T have met with, the
Hiftory of Frere Faques, his two Methods of Cutting Males, and the
Succefs with which they were attended.

_Secondly, T fhall Eﬂmpare-.the different. Accounts which have been
given of the feveral Parts of his Operations with one another, that
thereby 1t may clearly appear wherein they really confifted.

‘ﬂ:ii'd:’j',
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Thirdly, 1 fhall relate the Opinions of Authots coficerning his Ope-
rations, and the Grounds upon which their Opinions have been found-
ed. Thefe, as is ealy to conceive, are chiefly the Obfervations made
on the dead Bodies of {uch as he had cut.

Fourthly, 1 fhall fet down his Method of Cutting Females, and the
Judgments that have been made thereof,

Under thefe four general Heads will be contained the whole Hiitory
of the Lateral Operation for the Stone, as it was perform’d by this Monk;
and from thence we are naturally led to confider the Improvements that
have been made of it ; firlt thofe propofed by Monfieur Mery, and then
fuch as were contrived and put in Praétice by Profeflor Rax.

For the Matter of all this Hiftory, I muft be obliged to Books ; no-
thing can be called mine, except the Order in which I have digefted it.
What Authors I have chiefly confulted, the Reader will fee in the Pe-
ginning of the firft Chapter,

Before Iclofe this Introdu&ion, I muft further acquaint the Reader,
that I intend that the Hiftory of this Lateral Operation fhall be followed
in a very fhort time, by that of the other three general Methods of
Cutting for the Stone, in three feparate Treatifes. T'o thefe I fhall add
a fifth, containing the Anatomy, and Figures of the Parts concerned in
them all ; the Figures of all the Inftruments that have been ufed ; and
laftly, my own Obfervations concerning the Advantages and Inconveni-
encies with which each of them are attended ; and in what Cafes I
judge any of them, taken all together, to be preferable to the reft.

CHA B
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The Hiflory of Frere Jaques Methods
of Cutting Males.

Swowige ) HE firlt Account that I find to have been ever
(73 s Rl publifhed of Frere Facques Operations for. the Store,
¥ 4= 0 2% Ut | is contained in a Letter written by Mr. Bu(fiere, a
skiltul and experienced Surgeon in Loudon, and
uget F. R.S. to Sir Hans Slane, and inferted in the
) -7.,-" Philofophical Tranfaitions for the Month of March
P2k O ol '5:’_:"*' 1699. 'The Author begins by defcribing the In-
RNV ftruments ufed in thefe Operations, and the Me-
thod of performing them, according to the Informations he had re-
ceived from Paris ;5 then he fets down the Opinion of his French Corre-
{pondent about them ; and laftly, fubjoins his own, founded on feveral
Experiments he had made on dead Bodies.

Much about the fame time Dr. Liffer publifhed his Journey to Paris,
and amongft other Curiofities, he has given us fome Account of Fyere
?’arqﬂes. The Do&or went Phyfician to the Earl of Portland, who was
ent Ambaflador to Frame by King William after the Peace of Refwick ;
and during his Abode at Paris, he had the good Fortune to fee Fiere
Yacques feveral times cut for the Stone.

Soon after that, appeared a Freuch Treatife with this Title, Obfervations
Jur la Maniere de Tailler dans les deux Sexes pour I’ Extration de la Pierre, pra-
tiquée par Frere Facques, par Fean Mery, Chirurgien de la feiie Reiney, & Ana-
tomifte de I Academie Royale de Sciences ; printed at Paris, and prefently
afterwards at Amfterdam, both in the Year 1700. This excellent Au-
thor has left almoft nothing unfaid that relates either to the Hiftory of
Frere Jacques Operations, or the various Succefs with which they were,
attended in France ; and he has likewife fhown, at very great lengthy
the Reafons of the Inconveniencies that follow upon them, and the Way
by which he thinks thefe may be remedied : But, as it is to him that

D , we
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we muft be chiefly obliged for all that can with certainty be affirm’d
about them, it is unnecellary to make any more particular Abftraét of
his Book in this Place.

The {ame Year that Monfieur Mery’s Obfervations were publith’d,
the Leipfick Journalifts gave an Extraét of it ; bur, as 1 fhall have occa-
cafion to remark as I go along, they do not feem always to have hit the
true Senfe of the Author.

Saviard, in a Colle¢tion of Chirurgical Operations publifhed at Paris
in 1702, has likewife mention’d thofe of Frere Facques for the Stone, but
refers entirely to Mery for an Account of .them ; and indeed, by the

tew Things he has faid about them, he appears to have been very un-
fic for that Task himfelf.

Monfieur Dionis is the next who affords us any thing further re=
markable upon this Head. In his Book of Chirurgical Operations
publified at Paris in 1707, he has given a very diftin& and methodi-
cal Hiftory of Frere Facques Operations. The principal Faéts he men-
tions are, or might have been taken from Mery; and to thefe he has
added fome others, which, as he lived and pra&is’d in Paris while
Frere Jacques was there, and faw him feveral times cut, it could be no
hard matter for him to colle&.

Goelick, in his Hiftory of Surgery 1713, has tranferibed the Extra&
of Mery’s Book from the Leipfick Acts ; and Mr. Chefelden, in his Trea=
tife on the High Operation for the Stowe 1723, has abridged the Ac-
count of Frere Facques given us by Dionis ; but yet differs from him in
{fome Things, | o) B9

The learned Profeflor 4/binus has made a few Obfervations on the {fame
Subjeét, introduétory to the accurate Account he has lately publithed
of Mr. Raw’s Method : And it is from thefe Nine Authors that I have
extratted the following Hiltory of Frere Facques Operations for the
Stoiie 3 tho’ in reality they may all be reduced to Three ; the other Six
having t¢.d us nothing worth minding, but what they have borrowed
trom Bujj.eve; Mery and Dionis, W

. g




© We knbw but very little concerhing this Man’s Original, Eduacation,
Life or Charater, in any other ‘refpect than ‘as a Lichotomift.- ‘Thé
Name he gave himfelt was Facques Beaulien, and he faid he was born in
Beanfort, a Town or Village of the Diftri& of Long faunier, in what is
¢al’d the County of Buiguudy. (1) - | , .

All our Authors agree that he was a Monk of fome one kind or
other ; but of what Order or Inftitution is not fo certain. Mr. Buf~
fere calls him an Hermit; (2) and this feems to be confirm’d by what
we are told by Dioass, that he had framed to himfelf a Rule of Religion
back’d with Vows, which he left it to his Bifhop for the Time being
to difpenfe him from at Pleafure. (3) For at this time, as I have been
inform’d, an Hermit in France is commonly a Perfon, who, being with-
out Education, and having either fpent his Subftance, or been born to
none, aflociates ' ‘himfelf with ‘one or two (never more) of ‘the fame
Stamp, and finding means to get a Gift of fome few Acres 'of Ground
in a folitary Place near a great Town, and Liberty from the Bifhop of
the Diocele to ereét a Hermitage, together with what they call a Rule
to be obferved in it, firft build themfelves lictle Cells, and then by ma-
nuring the reft of the Land, felling little Trinkets which they make,
and the Charity- of well-dilpofed Perfons, fupply themfelves with all
the Neceflaries, and moft commonly even the Conveniencies of'* Life,
What makes it further probable that our Monk was of this kind is,
the Ignorance and want of Education, which both Mery and Diosis have
obferved in him. '

-

Mery tells us he was a Brother of the Third Order of St. Branmcis ; a
Sett of Mendicant Monks, who differ indeed very much from Hermits,
becaufe they live in great Communities, and are tied up toa ftricer
Rule of Life; but amongft thofe they call Brothers of that Order,
there are many fo perfeétly void of all forts of Education, that they
cannot fo much as read their own Mother Tongue. (4)

Dionis fays he wore the Habit of a Rewlet, except that he had Shoes
inftead of Sandals, and a Hart inftead of a Cowl. The Recolets are fuch
Monks of the firft or great Order of Francifans, call’d in ‘Frauce, Corde-
liers or Freves Mineurs, who embraced the Reformation that was fome
time ago made amongf{t them ; and if what Dionis here fays be ftricl
true, our Monk might ftill be a Hermit, but could not be of the Third

Order as Mery pretends he was. (5) But



But of whatever Order he was, or whether of any Order or not, none
of thefe Authorsgive us the leaft ground to think he was ever admirted
to Holy Orders ; and the Appellation of Frere Facques which Dionis {ays
he took to himfelf, is Proot enough to any body who has had Occa-
fion to inform himfeclf of the Cuftoms of thefe Monks in Fyrance, that he
never was, (6) And therefore it is, I believe, pretty’ much without
ground, that Mr. Chefelden terms him an Ecclefiaftick, (7) a Name
feldom given to any but the Secular Clergy, and never to a Friar who
1s not a Prielt. Dr. Lifler indeed, and his Correfpondent Mr. Probie,
both call him Pere Facques; but he is never fo termed by the Fieuch
Authors, who underftand the Propriety of {uch Defignations better than
Strangers. .

Albinus contents himfelf to call him in general a Monk, and {uch in
fome Senfe orother he undoubtedly was ; and this is all that can with
any certainty be affirmed abouc his Profeffion, (9)

His ordinary Refidence he pretended was in an Hofpital called La
Charité at Befanfon, the Capital of the Province of Franche Comté, eretted
for the Maintainance of poor aged People and Children. (10) His
outward Behaviour had all the Appearances of Probity and Simplicity ;
he lived on nothing but Bread and ordinary Soupes, delpifed Money,
and never asked for any but only a few Pence to fet his Inftruments and
mend his Shoes. (11)

But to come nearer our prefent Defign, the Hiftory of his Operations
for the Stone, Mery informs us, that his natural Charaéter was very much
{uited to them ; he was of an intrepid and undaunted Courage and Re-
{folution, had a fure and fteddy Hand, and went about whatever he
undertook without the lealt Hefitation, Faultering or fign of. Fear,
Thefe natural Talents were, however, the only ones he pofiels’d ;. Art
he was a perfe& Stranger to, being altogether ignorant of Anatomy,
and the regular Operations of Surgery.(12) Neither is it without
ground that Dionis obferves, that the Intrepidity and Quicknefs with
which he perform’d his Operations, were owing to nothing fo much as:
his being infenfible of the Danger that attended his Milcarriages.

This
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- This being the tafe, it may be juftly wonder’d howhe came ever to
attempt Cutcing for the Stone at-all, T'hisds a Myltery which no Au-
thor ‘but Mery has endeavoured te explain, andihe ‘has done it.but veny
imperfeéily. By comparing his natural Charaéter with that of Raoux,
a famous Impoftor, their Curing of Hernia’s, and likewife their Method
of Operating for the Stone, the imagines that Frere facques might have
been Raoux’s Difciple, and learnt fome Part of his Operations from
him ; and from thence, and what he had taken from the Method com-
monly jpraétis’d when he began to-cut, ‘have invented thereft. (13) But
this willibe better underftood when we have explained wherein his-Qpe-
rations confifted ; -and that, together with the Series of hus!Practice, as
far das our Authors-have handed it down to us, 15 what we now pro-
ceed to.

That he had cut for the Stone many times before he went to Paris, is
evident from the great Number of Atteftations which he brought along
with him from Befangon, and feveral Towns and Villages in Burgundy,
and other Provinces of France. He boafted extremely of the Succefs he
had 'had, and his Credentials feem’d to ‘confirm all he {aid ; ‘however, 1t
appear’d {oon after, by Letters from thefe Provinces, that thefe Attelta-
tions were given upon too {light grounds, and before any other Effect of
his Operations, befides bare extraéing the Stome, could be perceivd :
his Way being 'to runfrom Place to Place, svhere there wasany Employ-
ments forhim; and as foon as he had perform’d an Operation, toen-
gage the moft-confiderable of the Spettatorsto fign a Certificate in his
Favour, without ever allowing them Time to fee whether the Patient re-
covered or not; and when 'he had cut all that came in his way in one
Place, he immediately left it and thaftened to anether, being {ollicitous
about nothing but to makelhis Dexterity appear in taking out the Stowe,
and'not at-all about 'what fhould become of ‘the Patient afterthe Ope-

ration. (14)

This 1s all we know of him before he arrived in Paris, which hap=
pened in the Month of Auguft 1697. The Occafion of that Journey he
gave out to be no other than to teach the Surgeons of the Holpitals
there a new Way of Cutting for the Stowe: And having found means to
get an Acquaintance with Monfieur Marefchal, afterwards Firft Sur-
geon to the French King, he endeavoured by his Intereft to obtain leave
to Cut in the Hofpital of La Charité ; but the Surgeons there, as well
as thofe of the Hotel Dieu, being unwilling to truft the Lives of their

E Patients
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Patients in the Hands of a Stranger, of whofe Abilities they were afto-
gether ignorant, defired him firlt to make fome Experiments in their
Prefence upen dead Bodies, which he readily confented to; and accord-
ingly, as Monfieur Dionis relates, he perform’d his Operation on a

Body, into the Bladder of which a Stome had been convey’d before by.
the Surgeons of the Charité, but not at all to their Satistaction. (15)

Monfieur Mery, who was appointed by the Firft Prefident of Paris
(whom the Leipfick Fournalifts have miftaken for the Prefident of the
Royal Academy,) 16 to infpe&t thefe Experiments:of Frere Faques
Operation, fays nothing of any that were perform’d at the Charité ;
and concerning thofe which he was Witnefs to at the Hotel Dieu, he
makes quite a different Judgment from what Dionis fays was made by
all the Surgeons who were prefent at that which he mentions.

On the 7th Day of Deember, fays Monfieur Mery, 1 received Orders
from the Firft Prefident to go to the Houtel Dieu, and be prefent at
the Extraction of a Stowe out of the Bladder of a dead Body by Fiere
Facques. He perform’d the Operation in this manner.

Having introduced into the Bladder a folid round Staff without a
Groove, and of a different Figure from thofe ufed in the old Way of
Cutting, he took a Biffoury like the common ones, only longer; and
with that made an Incifion on the Left and Infide of the Protuberance of
the Ichium, and cutting obliquely from below upwards, he divided
whatever came in his way between that Protuberance and his Staff,
which he kept {till in the Bladder. His Incifion being finifhed, he thruit
his Finger through the Wound into the Bladder, to find out the Stoie ;
and having obferved where it lay, he introduced an Inftrument inte
the Bladder, of the Figure hereafter reprefented, to dilate the Wound,
that the Store might have more room to come out, Upon this Difator,
which' he ealls his Condutor, he thruft in a Pair of Forcps, and then
drew out the Conduitor ; having felt for and laid hold of the Stowe, he
pulled the Staff out of the Urethra, then his Forceps and the Stone along

with it. All this he did with a wonderful Facility, notwithftanding
the Stone was as big as an Hen’s Egg.

The
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« 'The Operitién being finithed; T difleGed the Parts which had.-been
cut in Prefence of the Phylicians and Surgeons of the Hotel Dien ; by
that means, and by comparing at the {ame time thefe Parts with thofe
of the other Side, we obferv’d that Frere Facques had cut firft about an
Inch and an half deep in Fat, that from thence he had carried his:
Knife between the Mufculus Evellor and the Left Accelerator, but without
wounding either of them ; and laftly, that he cut through the whole:
Length of the Neck of the Bladder on one Side, and about half an Tnch
of the Body of it.

"Two Days after this Experiment I waited on the Firlt Prefident, to
give him an Account of my Obfervations, and at the fame time my
Opinion concerning Frere Facques Operation : My Report was con=
ceiv’d in thefe Terms,

S,L R,
¢¢ J'Rere Facques Method of Cutting appears to me to be much
“ preferable to that commonly praétis’d, becaufe the Incifion

“ being made both in the Neck and Body of the Bladder, and the
“ Stone extratted at the broadeft part of the Angle made by the Ofa
¢ Pubis, comes out with great Eafe, and without the leaft Force : But
“ in the common Operation, as the Incifion is only made in the Ure=
“ thra, and the Stone drawn‘through the Neck of the Bladder,. which
¢ remains entire, and at the narrowelt part of the Angle of the 0/
“ Pubis, it is evident that the Extraltion of the Stome through fuch
“ ftrait Paflages mult be very difficult, and require a great deal of
“ Force when of any confiderable Bignefls ; from whence it is eafly to
“ conclude, that Frere Facques Operation will not be liable to l{lch

¢ dangerous Accidents as are found to attend the other ;. and that for
¢ thefe Reafons,

“ 1. Becaufe in his Way of Operating he cuts none of the Mufcles
of the Pemis; whereas in the common Way the two Awelerators
are entirely feparated from one another, by the Incifion which.
¢ 1s made of the Place of their Union, that is, at their Origin ;
:: E}ét which means thefe Mufcles happen very frequently to lofe their
¢ Agtion, .

44
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<, Tn 'making ‘his‘Operation it muft be owned, indeed, that he
¢ cuts'the Body of the Proffates, ‘the swhole Neck of the Bladder on on=
<« 'Side, 'and a little of the Body'; ‘but thefe Parts having no confidera~
¢ ble Blood Veflils-belonging tothem, :an Hemorage is'not fo much ito
 be feared as'in the common@peration, in which the Incifion is made
¢ in'the fpungyand thick -part «of the Urethra, which 'receive ‘a ‘great
¢ ‘Quantity of Blood from the ‘two ‘Arteries of'the Penis.

« 3. His Operation can neither be followed by an Echymofis, Fluxion
¢ nor Suppuration in the Membranes of the Scrotwm, which happen fo
“ ‘frequently after the dther ; becaufe “the ‘Place'by which he gets into
“ the ‘Bladder 'has not the fame ‘Communication with the Scvorum as
¢ the Perinzum, in which ‘the ‘other Lithotomilts begin their Incifion.

“ 4. By making a large Wound in the Neck and Body of the Blad-
€ der, through which he eafily draws out the Stone, he evites the-Con~
“ tufion-and Tearing, which inithe common-Operation dlmoft conftantly
¢ hgppens, both to the Weck of the Bladder and Proftates which are
“ joined to it, and even to the Urethra itfelf when the Stone is large, or
 .its"Surface Tugged. And from'hence it comes to ‘pafs, ‘that theParts
¢« which'he divides being only fimply‘cut, will very eafily reunive after
“ the Operation, and by this means Fiftulas be in a great ‘meafure
“ prevented ; ‘whereas 1 ‘the common Method, the Parts {uffering
% moft commonly caufe a violent Contufion, and a corfiderableLofs of
¢« Subftance by Suppuration, their Re-union is retarded, and thus Fi-
¢ flulas are occafioned : But, thowever, I am inclin’d ‘te believe, that
“ if Frere facques made his Incifion two 'Inches higher up than the Place
¢ +where he now ‘begins it, he might get ‘into the ‘Bladder in ‘the fame
 ‘marnner, ‘and yet the ‘Wound not be fo'deep, -and confequently foener
“ healed; fuppofing always that Wounds in the Neck and Bedy of
« the Bladder are not mortal, as has been hitherto believed, and
¢ that the Sphintter Mufcle may be reunited as exadtly as it was before,

“ which Experience alone muft determine,

« As for the Infiruments he ufes, T cannot find ‘that ‘they are any
ways preferible to ours. ‘Qn the contrary, his Staff feems to be
much more inconvenient, both becaufe it forces the lower Part of ‘the
““ Urethra too far outwards, and becaufe not being Grooved it cannot be
“ fo{urely cut upon ; for let Frere Facques have never fo fteddy a H‘and,
' * the
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¢ the Point of his Biffoury muft be apt to flide either to one Side or o-
¢ ther, upon a Staff which is exaétly round.”

Lol

“ The Conduflor which he thrufts into the Bladder after the Wound
“ is made, is not at all proper 10 diret his Forceps thither, and can be
“ of nomanner of Service to dilate the Incifion made in the Neck and
¢ and Body of the Bladder, becaufe that Incifion is longer than the
“ Conduéter is broad ; and befides the Wound may be dilated by the
Forceps with this Advantage, that the Dilatation will never be more
than is neceflary, which is what no other Dilator can do.

o

4
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The Account I have here given of Monfieur Mery’s Obfervations
made on difle&ing the Parts cut by Frere Facques in this firlt Tryal of his
Operation, did not properly belong to this Part of my Hiftory; in which
my Defign is not to confider either the Stru@ure of the Parts concerned
in this Method of Cutting, nor the Judgment that has or may be formed
from thence concerning the Advantages and Inconveniencies thereof. This
I referve for a diftin& Head : But as Monfieur Mery did afterwards re-
traét the greateft part of the favourable Opinion he had here conceiv’d
ot Fieve Jacques, upon a more full Infight into his Operation ; and as
this is the firlt D'ryal that we have any certain Aceount ever to have
been made of it; I judged it neceflary in entering upon the Hiftory of
this Method. of Cutting, to make the Reader thus far acquainted with
the Nature of it, that the Sequel of this Relation might be the more ea-
{ily underftood. .

What Effe& this Report had upon the Firlt Prefident, and the other
Per{fons to whom it was communicated, Monfieur Mery has not in-
form’d us; nor of any thing elfe that happen’d before the fecond Expe-
riment was made, which was jult a Week after the firft,

On the 14th Day of the fame Month of Decemler, continues our Au-
thor, I went to the Hote! Dieu, by a fecond Order of the Firft Prefident,
to fee Frere Facques perform his Operation a fecond time. He cut the
dead Body ot a Child between Twelve and Fourteen Years of Age, and
likewife of a Woman ; into the Bladders of which Stones had been put
as before. He cut the Boy exaéily in the {fame manner as he did the
Man, and I difle¢ted the Parts cut in Prefence of the Phyficians and
Surgeons of the Hotel Dien. (17) F What
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What was the Refult of our Author’s Obfervations we fhall fee elfe=
where ; as likewife the Account he here gives of Frere Fagues Method
of Cutting Women. It is {ufficient to remark in this Place, that the
Judgment he makes of both thefe Operations was not near {o favoura-
ble to the Monk as the former had been ; and it may very well be, that
this was the Reafon of his leaving Paris {o abruptly, as Monfieur Dionis
informs us, tho’ he has by Miftake placed the Time of his Journey two
Months too early. |

The Court was then at Foutainblean, and thither our Operator re-
{olved to fteer his Courfe. Upon his Arrival, he addre(s’d himfelf to
Monfieur du Chefue, firft Phyfician to the Princes of the Blood, having
found means to procure fome Letters of Recommendation to him, and
we may be fure he did not forget to fhow him his whole Bundle of
Certificates. Monfieur du Chefne was charm’d with the Account
the Monk gave him of his Defign in going to Paris, his Method of
Cutting, and the great Number of Operations which he had per-
form’d: And out of a Zeal for the Welfare of his Fellow-Creatures,
which can never be enough commended, he mentioned him to Mon-
fieur Fagon, firft Phyfician to the King ; to M. Bourdelot, firft Phyfician
to the Dutchels ot Burgundy, and to feveral others befides ; who all
concluded that it would be worth while to f{ee him cut : And for this
purpofe a Shoe-maker’s Boy of Verfailles, then at Funtainbleau, and who
was troubled with the Store, luckily offered himfelf. Monfieur du
Chefne immediately fent him to a Nurle, and ordered him all manner
of Neceflaries. Frere Facques perform’d the Operation in Prefence of
the Phyficians, and of Monfieur Felix, then firft Surgeon to the King.
The Succefs anfwer’d their Expectation, and they were all perfe&ly fa-
tisfied with what they had feen, efpecially Monlieur Felix ; who from
that Moment took Frere Facques home to his Houfe, and kept him
there all the time he ftaid at Fontainbleau.

This Operation we may eafily conceive made a great Noife, and
was publifhed all over the Court. The Princes of the Blood were in-
form’d of it by Monfieur du Chefue, and he gave them an Account every
Day of the Progrefsof the Cure. As for his own part, he look’d upon
the Monk as a Man fent by God for the Relief of thofe who were af-
flicted with the Stone, by a more ealy and lefs dangerous Method than
any that had till then been known ; and, indeed the firft Effeéts of his
Operation on the Shoemaker were extremely happy, It was perform’d

very
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very quickly, the Urine came out through the ordinary Paffage a very
fhort time after; no bad Accident {uperveen’d, and the Patient was able
to go abroad in three Weeks Time, (18)

This was the ficlt Operation that ever we hear Frere Facques per=
form’d, after his Arrival at Paris, on a living Body. It happen’d at
Court, to which he went of his own Accord, not by Invitation, as we
are told by Mr. Chefelden ; and by the Succefs of that, not by the Repu-
tation he had acquired by thofe he had cut before, he recommended
himfelf to the Court.

Monfieur Dionis goes on to Frere Facques Manner of Cutting ; but the
Account thereof fent to Mr. Buffiere from Paris, being prior to his in
order of Time, it mult for that reafon be inferted before it. Here is
the Defcription, fays Mr. Buffiere to Sir Hans Sloane, of the Way of per-
forming the Operation for the Extraction of the Stone out of the Bladder
by Brother Fames, an Hermit in France, as I received it from Paris.

He maketh ufe of a Steel Staff, much bigger and fhorter than thofe
which are commonly made ufe of, It is fhorter from the Top to the
Bending of it, it bends more than ours; he hath but two, one for
Men and another for Children.

His Conduttor is flender and longer than ours ; the Point whereof,
which goes into the Bladder, being of the Figure of a Lozenge, is wide
and open in the Extremity,

His Forceps have longer Branches than ours; but the Holds of them
are fhorter and wider, with many large Teeth within. p

The Eurethra with which he draweth the Sand or Gravel, which re-
main fometimes in the Bladder after the Stene is out, isfhorter than ours.

His Knife 1s much longer and {lenderer tham ours,

He
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He caufeth the Patient to lie flat upon his Back, either upon his Bed

or upon a Table, whereupon is a foft Quilt, in fuch a manner, that

the Fundament is three or four Fingers over the Table, fome Servants
{upporting his Legs and Thighs. He ufeth no Ligature to faften the
Patient, giving him more Liberty than we do ; he caufeth his Legs to be
bent again{t the Thighs, but not the Thighs againft the Belly, except

the Left, which in his Operation he ufeth more or lefs, as he thinks fit.

Then he introduceth the Catheter or Staff into the Bladder ; which,
tho’ bigger and fhorter than ours, yet {eemeth to run in eafier. Very
often he holdeth it himfelf with his Left Hand, prefling it clofe towards
the Fundament, in order to dilate and extend the Membranes of the
Bladder ; then he feeleth with the Fingers of his Right Hand, to find
out the Staff through the Skin ; fo having felc it, he runneth his Incifion
Kuife, at the Bent of the Left Thigh, upon the fat Protuberance be-
low the Ifchium Bone, direély upwards by the Reffum to the Blad-
der, which he pierceth by its Neck, and fometimes a little above it.
When he cutteth, the cutting Parts of his Knife are turned upwards
and downwards. Having thus pierced the Bladder, which he knoweth
by the Urine running out, then he turneth his Knife, and thrufteth it
a little further, in order to open the Bladder wide enough that his
Finger may go in eafily ; then he withdrawech his Knife, and enlargeth
the Wound in the ourward Parts, of the Length of two or three Inches ;
after which he thrufteth his Finger into the Bladder, in order to know
more precifely the Bignefs and Situation of the Stere, and make it loofe,
but chiefly to dilate the Overture of the Bladder, by tearing its Mem-
branes. |

Then he introduceth his Conduttor into the Bladder, along this Finger
which 1s in it.

When the Conduétor is in the Bladder he taketh the Staf out, and in-
troduccth the Furceps by the Condufior into it, with which he gers hold
of the Stone and draweth it out.

If he finds any Difficulty, either in getting hold of the Stone, or in
drawing it out, he ufeth all the Ways commonly ufed, raifing the Left
Thigh more or lefs, putting his Finger in the Fundament, and fome-

times
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times the Bladder, in order to examine the Situation of the Store, and
loofen it in cafe there might be any Adhefion with the Membranes of
the Bladder. Having found out, and removed the Caule of the Difh-
culty, he thrufteth the Forceps again into the Bladder, and gets hold of
the Stowe, and pulls it out,

It is to be obferv’d, that this fecond Time, nor any other, he ufeth
no Condutior, the Forceps running in very eafily. He never Fhru&eth
his Finger or any Inftrument into the Bladder, without fteeping them
in Oil of Rofes. He never ufes any Dilatatorium or Canula, or Tents
in the Wound, except fome {mail Dofiils in the Lips of the outward
Wound, to keep them open for a little while. He ufeth no Ointments
at all for the Wound, applying only a Pledget fteeped in Oil of Rolfes
upon it ; for he underftands nothing at all of the Way of drefling
Wounds, nor in the Diet which the Patient is to obferve; which
Things he doth not value, In this Way he operates as dexteroufly as
any of our beft Operators. (19)

Wherein this Account of Frere Facques Operation differs from the
reft ; and allo wherein they all differ from one another, we fhall be
better able to fhow, when we have gone through all that belongs to the
Hiftory of it,

The next Author, in order of Time, who has faid any thing further
about the Method of performing it, is Saviard ; and he has only told
us, that Frere Facques, who cut {everal Patients in the Hitel Dieu 1n the
Year 1698, uled to leave a large ill-contriv’d Catheter in the Bladder till
he had extra&ed the Stone. (20)

Dionis, to whom we now return, begins his Account of Frere Facques
Method, by obferving, that he took no Pains to prepare his Patiencs
for the Operation, and cared not whether they had been blooded and
purged belfure-hand or not, He places the Patient upon the Edge of a
Table fet in a good Light, and then lays him upon his Back, with only
a Pillow under his Head. He raifes his Thighs, feparates them wide
from one another, bends his Legs fo that his Heels and Buttocks almoft
meet, and fets two ftrong Men to keep him in that Pofture, WiIt)hGRt

G ind-
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binding him at all, but trufting entirely to ‘the Strength and Manage-
ment of thefe Afliftants.

The Patient being thus in a proper Situation, he introduces a greas’d
Staff not groov’d, into the Penis, and holding it in his Left-hand,
he thrufts out that part of the Bladder where he defigns to make his
Incifion : 'Then taking in his Right a long Biffoury fhaped like a Dag-
ger, he plunges it near the Poinc of the Left Butrock, two Fingers
breadth trom the Perinaum, and puthing it ftreight rowards the Blad-
der, he cuts into the Body thereof as near the Neck as he can, making
an Incifion as wide as the Size of the Stme requires it, before ever he
takes out his Biffoury.

He makes ufe of a Conduttor in order to dire@ the Forceps, which is
made pretty much of the fame Shape with ours; but. very often before
he introduces this Inftrument, he thrufts his Finger into the Wound to
difcover the Situation of the Stoze. As foon as he lays hold of it with
the Forceps, he pulls it out fuddenly and roughly, never reflecting on the
bad Confequences that fuch Violence may be attended with.  If there
be more Stones than one, he extraéts all of them after the fame manner ;
and when he finds there are none left, he believes his whole Work to be
done, for he never thinks of getting any Apparatus ready before-hand,
nor of drefling his Patients after the Operation. He ufes no Aftringents
nor Defenfives; all he does is to apply a little Oil and Wine to the
Wound ; and when he is put in mind of the Neceflity. there is of ithe
Patient’s being well looked after, his Anfwer is, I have extraéed the
Stowe, 1 leave God to cure the Patient. (21)

Mr. Chefelden, in order to explain Frere Facques new-invented Way of
Cutting tor the Stene, thinks it {ufficient to tell us, that it was by the
Direttion of a Staff into the Biadder near the Reffum ; and as he fup-
pofes this to be the fame with that praiis’d afterwards in Holland by
Mr. Rau, we may gather this further, that he thought the Incifion
was made in the Bladder exaétly betwixt the Ureters. (22)

Albinus informs us, that the Parts propofed 'to be cut in Frere Facques
Operation, “were not the Neck of the Bladder, as had been anciently

P B ) ;
practis’d, nor the Urethra as was commonly done at that time ; but the
| Plad-
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Bladder itfelf on one Side, near the Neck, and a little towards the lower
and back Part. In order to this the Patient was laid upon his Back,
with his Knees erett, his Thighs bent, and kept at a {mall Diftance
from one another, The Incifion was begun on the Side of the Auus,
and afterwards the Knife was thruft obliquely inwards, and'a little up-
wards all the way to that Part of the Bladder already defcribed ; and
laftly, a Pair of Forceps introduced through the Wound to lay hold of
and extraé the Stowe, :

¥

Thefe are all the Accounts that I can find ever tohave been publifh’d
concerning Frere facques Method of Cutting upon the Staff ; and I have
placed them all together, Aery’s alone excepted, which came in more
naturally before, that it may be eafier for the Reader to compare them
with one another, or at lealt to perceive the Truth and Exaltnefs of

P

the Comparifon I fhall lay before him in its proper Place, + i)

Frere Facques was {ufficiently carels’d at Fontainbleaun, not to think of
leaving it while the Court remained there ; but I hear of no other Ope-
rations he perform’d during his Stay. It had one good Effeé& however :
By giving the News of his extraordinary Succefs, and the kind Recep-
eeption he met with at Court, time to {pread over Paris ; he found his
Reputation as a Lithotomift much. better eftablithed upon his Return,
than it could otherwife have been, tho’ he had made a Thoufand Ex-
periments before the Phyficians and Surgeons of the Hofpitals. The
Approach of the Court to Paris contributed further to. this ; and there-
fore no fooner had the King left Fontainblean to go to Ferfailles; but
Frere Facques refolved to try his Fortune once more at Paris ; if that
can be called 2 Tryal, in which he knew the Genius of his Nation too:
well, not to be fure to {ucceed.

He arrived there about the Beginning of April 1698, having been
between Three and Four Months abfent. A very few Days atrer his
Return, he cut a Woman nam’d de Lorrain, a Boy between Sixteen and
Seventeen Years of Age, two Men and another Boy, and threc more, at
which Monfieur Mery was not prefent, The Days of the Month in
which all thefe Operations were perform’d are not {et down ; but they
mult all have follow’d very clofe upon one another, for before ‘the End
ot April he had made a Journey to Verfailles, cut four People in an Ho-
fpital chere, was return’d to Paris, and had cut in the Hofpitals of that
| City,,
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City, having obtained what he fomuch defired, Leave fo to do, in the
~manner we fhall prefently relate.

Concerning the Fate of thefe T'welve Patients, for I do not find
that he cut any more, tho’ it is very probable he did, Monfieur Mery
informs us, that one of the Parifians died two Days after the Opera=
tion, another in three Days, znother in the Month of Seprember follow=
ing, having never been cured ; the reft lived, but in fuch a manner as
did this new Method no great Honcur, as we fhall hear in the proper
Place. Mery fays nothing of his Journey to Zerfailies 5 but Dionis who
mentions it owns, that all the Patients he cut there recovered in fome
fort or other. (23)

One of the Three laft of the Paris Patients he cut upon the Gripe.
This is the firft time we hear of his Cutting for the Store in that man-
ner ; and Monfieur Mery has given us the following Account of his
Method. He introduces the Fore and Middle Fingers of his Left
Hand through the Awuus into the luteftinum Rettum; and prefling upon
the Bladder behind with his two Fingers, and before with his Right
Hand upon the Belly, he thrufts the Stone towards the Perineum, and
keeps it there by means of the two Fingers which he holds firmly behind
it. Inhis Right Hand he takes his Biffoury, and beginning at the Pro-
tuberance of the Ifchium, he cuts all the Parts that lie between that and
the Store.  So that his two Ways of Operating difter, not in the Courfe
of the Incifion, but only in the Inftruments he ules, and the Manner of
extra&ing the Stone ; for whereas in the great Apparatus he cuts upon a
Staff, and ufes Forceps to draw out the Stome, in this he cuts upon the
Stone itfelf, and takes it out by means of a Curete of about an Inch in
breadth. Firft of all he dilates the Bottom of the Wound, by thruft-
ing his Conduélor into the Bladder; then forces in his Curete between the
Stone and the upper internal Surface of the Bladder ; and having got it
behind the Stone, he raifes the Handle of it with his Right Hand, the
two Fin[gers of his Left remaining ftill in their former Place; and thus,
in the {fame manner as a Weight is raifed, or any other QObitacle re-
moved by a Lever, he forces out the Stone. (24)

Mr. Buffiere’s Correfpondent has likewife taken Notice of this Me-
thod of Operating. Brother Fames, he {ays, very often cutteth the Pa-

tient upon the Gripe, almoft in the fame manner as was ufed formerly,
except
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except that he maketh the Incifion in the fame Place‘as for the for-
mer ; this Way he liketh better than the other, and it feemeth to be |
more favoured by him, and indeed it is furer, tho’ the prefling upon
the Belly which he doth, is a very bad Method. (25)

Neither Dionis, nor any of the relt of our Authors, have fo much as
mention’d this fecond Way of Cutting, The Succefs that attended it
we fhall {ee as we go along. |

We are now come to that Period of Fiere Facqgues Tranfations at
Paris ; in which, as his Wifhes feem’d to be entirely crown’d, fo a
{peedy Foundation was laid for the Ruin of that Reputation which he had
{o unaccountably acquired. 'The Operations which he had perform’d
immediately upon his Return from Foitainblean, had fo far fucceeded, as
that but T'wo Patients died out of T'welve that we know he cut. This,
joined to the favourable Charaéter that fome Phyficians from the Pro-
vinces gave of him at Court, and the great Merit that was made there
of what had already happen’d to him at Fontainblean, made the Magi-
firates of Paris (not the King, as far as we can learn either from Mery
or Dionis, 26) begin to think ferioufly of allowing him to Cut in the
two great Hofpitals of that City. In order to that, however, the Firft
Prefident thought it proper to call together the Adminiftrators of the
Hotel Dieu, the Phyficians and Surgeons belonging to it, and alfo Mef-
fieurs Mery and Beffiere who had before been commiflion’d by him to
infpeét Frere Facques Experiments on dead Bodies, to hear their Senti-
ments upon a Matter wherein the Lives of the Sick People in that Ho-
fpital were fo nearly concern’d.  The Aflembly was held in the Arch-
bifhop’s Palace on the 24th Day of A4pril, and Monfieur Mery was de-
fired to give his'Opinjon the firft. He has fet down at length* the
Difeourfe he made upon that Occafion; in which he endeavours to
oppofe the Monk’s being allow’d to Cut, as ftrenuoufly as he had in his
former Report recommended him,

Nore of the other Phyficians nor Surgeons pretended to difpute ei<
ther the Faéts alledg’d by Monfiear Mery, or the Conféquerices he
drew from them ; but they thought, that confidering the great Num-
ber of {uccefsful Operations which he had perform’d in the Provinces, as
they were inform’d by the Phyficians there refiding, it would be hard
to condemn his new Method altogether, upon account of a few unlucky

Expe-
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Experiments he had made of it at Paris, efpecially fince the Publick was
fo much prejudiced in his Favour ; and therefore they gave it as their
Opinion, that the fureft Way was to admit him to make new Tiyals,
which he could by no other means do fo well, as by being allowed to
Cut in the Hotel Dien ; and this was accordingly refolvid on. (27)

He was at the {ame time admitted to the Charité ; and in thefe twa
Hofpitals he Cut Sixty Patients, Forty two in the firft, and Eighteen
in the fecond, during the Space of one Seafon; that is, at fartheft be-
tween the 24th of 4priland the Beginning of Fuly ; for by the §ch Day
of that Month, he had left Paris, reached Orleans, (which is oo Miles
diftant from it) and there perform’d an Operation.

The Crowds to fee him Cut were inconceivable ; there was not a
Phyfician nor Surgeon who did not firive to get in, infomuch, that
they were forced to have Guards to keep oft the Prefs; and there have
been Two Hundred Perfons prefent at once at his Operations.

Of thefe Sixty Patients Dionis tells us more died than lived, and
at the Time he wrote that may be true; but by a Computation
which Monfieur Mery made of the different Fate of them, about Sep-
tember following, as near as I can guefs, fince no Part of his Relation
appears to have been written after that Time ; and it is certain it did
not exceed a full Year, becaule towards the latter End of it he calls the
Time in which Frere Facques Cut in the Hofpitals the laft Spring : By
this Computation, I fay, it appears that Twenty Five died {foon after
the Operation ; Thirteen went from the Hofpitals perfetly cured,
as was thought, tho’ afterwards he was inform’d that fome of their
Wounds had broke out afrefh ; and Twenty Five remain’d in the Ho-
{pitals, fome affli&ed with Incontinence of Urine, others with Filtulas,
and all of them fo very low, that according to the Information he had
received from the Officers and Servants of the Hofpitals, there was on
the 30th of Fuly very little Hopes of their Recovery. On this Day,
our Author fays, he ended his Obfervations ; but as in other Places of
his Book he mentions Faéts which did not happen till September, it is
plain they were retouched after that Time. (28)

Mon-
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Monfieur Mery was at Pains to examine the Bodies of fuch as died
after Frere Facques Operations with a great deal of Cire, and he has fet
down the Obfervations he made upon them : By thefe we may with.

reat Certainty judge of the Merit of thefe Methods of Cutting for the
Stoze ; but before we can proceed to that, {fome few Fatts more, belong-
ing to the Hiftory of them, muft firft be related. gL

It is not mentioned, neither by Mery nor Dionis, how many died out
of eachHolpital; but it is probable that the Number was greater in Pro-
portion to thofe he Cut in the Charité than in the Horel Dien. Dionis
{ays, that Seven died there in one Day; and from thence, and from a
Quarrel which Firere Facques is {aid to have had with fome of the Monks
ot that Houfe, it was, that he and his Friends took occafion to trump:
up a fiGitious Story, that the Monks fometimes poifon’d his Patients,
and fometimes cut other Parts in drefling their Wounds, than thofé
which he had touched,: in order to difcredit his Operation.  This Story,
how unlikely fo ever, gained the Belief of great Numbers of People, and
the Death of Frere Facques Patients turned. as much to his Honour, as
his having faved the Lives of the reft ;. but arlength, when upon Dif-
feGtion of the dead Bodies, efpecially of thofe who had been Cut at the
Hotel Dien, in which there was no Sufpicion of any Fraud, the Ignorance:
of the Operator, and the Inconveniencies of the Operations, came to be
plainly difcovered, this Accufation vanithed into Smoak ; and with it
the Reputation of Frere Facques, and his Intereft at Paris, which he had
reafon to think fo well eftablifhed ; {o that it was foon afterwards re-
{olved that he fhould be no more allowed to Cut in either of the Hofpi-

tals.  (29)

What contributed very much to this fudden Difgrace of Frere Facques,
was the Death of the Marefchal de /'Orge, which happened in the moft
cruel and lamentable Manner, the very next Day after he had been Cut
by him ; while at the fame time Monfieur Fagon, who, notwithftanding
all the Sollicitations that were made to him, to put himfelf in the
Hands of Frere Facques, refolved rather to truft the Art of Monfieur
Marefchal, a skiltul and regularly bred Surgeon, recovered perfectly af-
ter undergoing the fame Operation. (30)

Freve Jacques finding his Credit quite funk at Paris, and that there
was no Hopes lefc of getting any more Employment there, theught his
| ; beft
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beft Way was to withdraw to fome other City in France ; and Orleans
was the Place he pitched upon. There, between the 8th and r5th Day
of . Fuly, he perform’d Eight Operations, Five in the Publick Hofpital
of that City, and Three elfewhere; as we are inform’d by a Letter which
Monfieur Noely a Phyfician of Orleans, wrote to Monfieur Mery, dated
Sept. 13. 1698, 'The Succefs of thefe Operations was every bit as bad
as thofe he performed in the Hofpitals of Paris, Three of the Eight
Patients died within a few Days after the Operation ; a Fourth betore
September, that is, in lefs than two Months after he was Cut ; One reco-
vered perfetly ; and the other Three continued in a languifhing State,
being eicher troubled with an Incontinence of Urine, or very grofs
Symptoms of a Fiftula. (31)

Diouis {ays, he Cut afterwards at Lyous, and in other Cities in Frauce ;
but he muft certainly be miftaken, fince by an Advertifement in the
Amflerdam Gazette, dated the 8th of Auguft, it appears, that on the
28th of Fuly, that is (allowing for the Difference of the Stile) only
23 Days after his laft Operation at Orleans, he arrived at Aix la Cha-
pelle.  The Subftance of that Advertifement is as follows :

“ Frere Facques, Operator for the Stone to the moft Chriftian King,
“ arrived at 4ix Ja Chapelle on the 28th of Fuly, to Cut a Man for the
“ Stome ; and he hereby gives Nocice, that whoever are affliGed with
¢ that Diftemper, the Gravel, or any kind of Hernia or Rupture, he
“ will undertake to cure for nothing, the Rich as weil as the Poor,
“ only out of Charity and Benevolence to Mankind. He offers to all
¢ Surgeons to teach them his Way of Cutting, and all his other Ope-
““ rations gratis; and to all Phyficians, to fhow them infallible Reme-
“ dies againft the Gravel. He lodges at Monfieur Blondel’s a Phyfician.
“¢ His Operations are all New, and of his own Invention. That for
“ the Stone in particular never endangers Life, and no Fiftula is to be
 feared after it.  He has perform’d 1t on Multitudes at Paris and Per-
“ failles, in Prefence of the Phyficians and Surgeons of the King of
“ France, and met with anuniverfal Approbation, (32)

"The Stile of this Advertifement fhows, that it was publifhed by the
Monk’s own Order; and from it, as well as feveral other Particulars
of his Hiltory, iv appears fufficiently that he mult have been a moift pro-
fligate abandon’d Wretch ; and that under an outward Air of Simpli~

city
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city and Self-denial, he concealed fome fecret Defign or other, which
perhaps the Multitudes of Perfons that died under his Hands prevent-
ed his ever putting in Execution,

He gives himfelf out herenot only for an Operator for the Stome, but
a Curer of Ruptures. He had made fome Experiments of his Talents that
Way in Paris, and more at Orleans : His Patients all of them recovered
after the Operation, at leaflt we hear of none that died ; but as it
was always accompanied with Caftration, it foon met with a general
Difguft, and theretore he laid it afide during all the reft of the T'ime
he remained at Paris. (33)

What Reception he found at Aix la Chapelle I have not as yet learned,
nor whither he went from thence. It is certain he was afterwards in
Holland, and Cut for the Stone there ; as we learn from Albinus in the
following Words, “ While Rax taught Anatomy and praétis’d Surgery
““ at Amflerdam, Frere Facques arrived there to pra&ife his new Method
 of Cutting for the Stowe, as he had already done in Frame. For this
¢ purpofe he obtained a Permiffion from the Civil Magiftrate ; and Rax
“ was frequently prefent at his Operations, which he highly blamed
“ and condemn’d. 'This Freedom of his gave fome Umbrage at firft,
¢ and he found himfelf obliged to hold his Tongue ; but afterwards,
“ when they faw that all he had faid was confirmed by the Event,
“ Frere Facques Permiflfion was taken from him, and Raz made Publick
¢ Lithotomift in his Room,

"~
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CHA.P. I1.

A Comparifon of the [everal Defcriptions
that have been given of Frere Jaques
Methods of Cutting Males.

IN the foregoing Hiltory I have colle&ed all that I can find in Au-

thors concerning the two Methods ufed by Fiere Facques in Cutting
Men ; but as thefe Accounts are not only fome of them more full and
compleat than others, but likewife differ from one another in feveral
Particulars, I have thought it neceffary to compare them together; it
being impoffible to judge as we ought concerning the true Merit of an

Operation, except we be firlt throughly acquainted with the true Man~
ner of performing ir.

To begin therefore by the Preparation of the Patient, the firft Step
rowards all Operations of this kind ; Dionis, the only Author who has
{aid any thing about it, aflures us, that Frere Facques looked upon
Blooding, Purging, and every thing elfe that goes under that Name,
as Things indifferent and of no Confequence to the Succefs of the
Operation; and indeed this agrees {fo well with the Chara&er we have
given of him, and efpecially the fhort Stay he ufually made in the Places
where he Curt, that there can be no room to doubt: of the Truth of it.

The_Inﬂruments he made Ufe of were firflt a Catheter or Staff. In
defcribing this, all our Authors agree well enough ; and from what the
have faid, we may conclude that it was made of Steel, folid, round,
without a Groove, thicker and fhorter than thofe ufed. in the common
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Way, fhorter from the Top to the Bending, and bent more; that he
had two forts, one for Men, and one for Children, differing only in

Size ; and that before he uled it, he always dip’'d icin Oil of Rofes, or
fome {uch thing.

His Incifion Knife, or Bifloury, as it is cal’d in Frensh, differ’d from
the common one chiefly in Length.  Buffiere adds, that it was {lenderer ;
and Dionis, that it was fhaped like a Poinard or Dagger.

Mery has given us-a Figureof his Dilator or Conduétor, by which ie
will be better underftood than by any Defeription that has been made
of it. Dionis {ays in general, that it is pretty much of the {fame Shape
with the common one, which 1 believe is pretty far from being true.
But Mr. Buffiere’s Defcription will agree very well with Meny’s Figure.
His Conduttor, {ays he, is flender, and longer than-the common one; the
Point whereof, that is all that Part which goes into the Bladder, being
of the Figure of a Lozenge, is wide and open in the Extremity,

His Forceps no Author has defcribed except Mr. Bufjrere, thatis, they
all believed it to be like the common one ; but he tells us, that the
Branches are longer, and the Holds fhorter and wider, wicth many large
Teeth within. 1t is for the fame Reafon that they {ay nothing of his
Scoop ;5 but Mr. Buffiere takes Notice, that that Inftrument, which he
calls an Eurethra, is fhoxter than the common fort,

The Situation of the Patient, Number and Office of the Afliftants,
follow next in Order. About all thele Monfieur Mery is enti rely filent ;
Buffiere, Dionis and Albinus agree, except in a very few Particulars. The
Patient 1s laid upon his Back on a Bed or Table, with a foft- Quilt un-
der him, or only a Pillow under his Head, in {uch a manner that the
Fundament is Three or Four Inches over the Edge of the Table, the
Thighs ereét, not bent towards the Belly, and at a good Diltance from
one another ; (Alinus {ays they are bent, and not much feparated ;)
the Legs bent {o as that the Heels do almoft touch the Buttock ; and
in this Pofture he is kept by two ftrong Affiftants, without the help of
any Ligature, {o that the Operator is at Liberty to move any Part, as
he thinks convenient.

: ‘The
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"The Patient being placed in this manner, Mery tells us that Frere
Facques introduceth his Catheter into the Bladder ; and Buffiere adds, that
tho” it be bigger and flrorter than the common ones, yet it {cems to
run in eafier ; that he very often (Dionis {ays always) holds it in his
Left Hand, and prefles it clofe towards the Fundament, in order to
dilate or thruft out that Part of the Bladder which he defigns to Cut,
till hecan feel it with his Fingers through the Skin. _4lbinus {eems to
think that Frere Facgues made Ufe of no Staf in his:Operation ; for
befides, that he does not mention it in the Account he has given us, he
makes the Addition Rax made to Frere Facques Operation to confilt in
a Staff, which he compares not with the Staff ufed by him, as he natu-
rally ought to have done, in order to fhow wherein Raw’s was prefera-
ble to his, but with that ufed in the great Apparatus. -

When Frere Facques had felt the Catheter through the Skin, he began
to make an Incifion on the Left and Infide of the Protuberance of the
Ilchinm, and fo cutting on obliquely from below upwards, he divided
whatever came in his Way till he reached his Catheter ; and it appears
by all Mery’s Diflections, from whom thefe Words are taken, that his
Defign was to cut the Neck of the Bladder length-ways, and as much
of the Body of it as the Size of the Stie required.

Buffiere deferibes his Incifion thus: He runneth his Knife at the
Bent of the Left Thigh, upon the fat Protuberance, below the Ifthium
Bone, diretly upwards by the Reffwm into the Bladder, which he
pierceth by its Neck, and {fometimes a little above it. This Account
difagrees with the former, chiefly in the Courfe of the Incifion from its
Beginning till it reached the Bladder.

According to Dionis, the Knife was plunged near the Point of the
Left Buttock two Fingers breadth from the Perinenm, and from thence
pufhed direétly forwards into the Body of the Bladder, as near the
Neck as he could, and all this betore ever he took out his Knife. Here
the Neck of the Bladder is {fuppofed to remain entire, which is contrary

to both Mery and Bfg@ere’s (}bfuri-':htians*

The firlt part of Mr. Chefelden’s Account of his Way of Cutting, that

it was by the Direttion of a Staff into the Bladder near the Reéfum, may
: be




be eithertrue or falfe, jult as he underftood it ; but thefecond Part, that
the Bladder was cut exa@ly betwixt the Ureters, can never be true. This
fhall be fhownin defcribing the Structure of the Parts concerned in this
Operation,

Albiaus has copied Dionis’s Miftake about the Neck of the Bladder
net being cut; but what he {ays further, that the Ingifion was begun
ou the Side of the Anus, and afterwards the Knife thruft obliquely in-
wards and a little upwards into the Side of the Bladder near its Neck,
and ahittle rowards thedower and back-Parr; is-exactly agreeable to what
we have heard from Mery.

"This being the Part of Fiere Facques Method, which is of the greateft
Confequence to berightly underftood, I thonght it proper to:bring her:
under one View all :that hasbeen {aid about it.

The Inctlion being wade, Mr, Mery acquaints us funther, -that he
thruft his Finger through the Wound into the Bladder, to, find out the
Stoize ; and having obferved where it lay, he introduced his Condutor to
dilate the Wound, if the Bignefs of the Seosze required it, and alfo that
itmight direct his Firaeps into:the Bladder. "As foon asthe Forceps had
entered there, he .drew out his.Conduilor, and allo the.Staff out of the
Uretliva ; then having felt for and laid hold of the. Stoze ‘with the For-
ceps, he extracted both of them together.

- Buffiere’s Account of this-Part of the Operation difagrees with Mery’s
chiefly i this, that he fuppofes:the Wound to be dilated by the Knife
and Finger only, not by the Conduétor ; that he makes him enlarge the
outward Part of it T'wo or Three Inches after the firlt Incifion is fi-
nifhed; and that the Staff is taken out before the Foreeps is introduced.
He has likewsfe made ithis very confiderable . Addition to Mr. Afery’s
Relation, that ' when the. Monk: found any Difficulty, either in getting
hold ofithe Stane, or.in drawing it.eut, he ufed all the Ways common] y
practis'd, raifing . the  Left Thigh more or lefs, putting his Finger n
the Fundament, and fometimes into jthe Bladder, in order: te tkamine
the Situation of the Stone, and loofen it in cafe there might be any Ad-
hefion with the Membranes of the Bladder. Having found out and
removed the Caufe of the Difficulty, }E thrufts the Forceps again into

the
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the Bladder, gets hold of the Stone, and Puf_ls it out ; and at this time
he ufed no Conduétor, the Forceps running in very eafily.

Saviard makes the Staff remain in the Bladder till the Stoze is ex-
tralted. This I take to be a Miftake, becaule it not only contradiéts
the two former Accounts, but becaufe by this means it muft have
been more difficult to fearch for, and lay hold of the Szoze with the Forceps.

Dionis agrees with Mery in the few Things he has faid, without ha-
ving made any material Addition ; and Albinus has mentioned the Ex-
traction of the Stone with the Forceps in very general Terms.

As for the Care of the Patient after the Operation, and the Dreffing
of the Wound, both Buffiere and Dionis inform wus, that Frere HFacques
neglected that almoft entirely, or at leaft left it to other People ; and
amongft all the Operations that he perform’d in the Hofpitals of Paris,
I caunot learn from Mery that ever he applied the leaft Thing to any
Parient whatever.,

In the Comparifon which I have here made of Frere Facques firft
Method of Cutting, 1 have taken care to point out the Miftakes of
the feveral Accounts we have of it, as far I could with any Cer-
tainty conclude there were any to be found. As for the other Particu-
lars in which they difagree, and about which I have not ventured to
determine any Thing, it may very well be {uppofed that they have all
of them a real Foundation; fince 1t is more than probable, that at dif-
ferent Times, and on different Subjefts, the Monk may have operated
different Ways.

There is no room for fuch a Comparifon of his Method of Cutting
upon the Gripe; for befides, that the only thing in which it differs
from the Old Operation.that goes under that Name, was in the Place
where the Incifion was begun, we have no particular. Account of it but
from Monfieur Mery, and that has been already fet down.

CHAP
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Fudgments concerning Frere Jacques Me-
thod of Cutting Males.

HAwng now finifhed the Hiftory of Frere Facques Operations for the
Stone, and compar’d all the Parts of his Method of Curting, as
far as there is any thing to be met with in Authors about it ; we are
fully in a Condition to underftand the Judgments that the fame Au-
thors have made concerning the Advantages and Inconveniencies that
muft attend it; together with the Reafons upon which their feveral
Decifions have been founded.

Monfieur Buffiere, as has been already faid, was the firft who ven-
tured to publifh his Thoughts about thefe Operations, firlt in the Name
of his Correfpondent, and then in his own,

His Friend’s Opinion is, that Frere Facques Way of Cutting is not {o
fure as the ancient Way, by which he means that of Marianus; and that
for thefe two Reafons: Flrﬁ Becaufe the Point of the Knife not being
directed by the Staff, he is always in danger of piercing all the Mem-~
branes of the Bladder through and through ; and, Secondly, Becaufe
the Place whereupon he maketh the Incifion being “full of ::aniuierable
Veflels, one can hardly avoid Cutting of fome of them ; and accord-
ingly it was obferved in almoft all that died in his Hands, that there
was a great deal of Blood in the Bladder, and in fome in the Cavity
of the Abdomen.

The
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The Author goes on to ifluftrate thele two Reafons in this Manner:
He fucceedeth better when the Stwoue is big and large than when it is
{mall, by reafon that a big Srome not only extendeth the Bladder, but it
floppeth the Point of the Knife. He did refufe to Cut One, in whoie
Bladder there was but a fmall Steme ; which confirmeth me in the Opi-
nion, -that the Unfuccelsfulnefs of his Operations proceedeth from the
Point of his Knite not being ftopt neither by the Sraff nor Stoue ;
for when there 1s but a {mall Store, the Bladder being empty, he mult
neceflarily cut the whole Bladder throughly, and coniequently cut fome
of its own Veflels, which eaufeth the ‘Hemeoribage, which is the better
voided when the Stone is large.

Thus far Monfieur Buffiere’s Friend ; and what he adds “as his own
Opinion is not much diffcrent, except in  the Experiments he has
made to prove how reafonable it is. I cannot approve the Hermit’s
Way, {ays he, on all Oceafions; yet I think it might be {ucce(stully
improved (by which he can mean no more than that it might be uféd)
in fome particular Cafes. What thefe Cafes are, will appear by ,the
Obfervations he made abeut ity after he had received his Iriend’s
Account.

I took a Body, continues he, in the Bladder of which I puta Store ;
the Staff being in the Bladder, I did prefs it downwards hard enough
as to be felt through the Teguments, and made the Incifion upon it in
the Bent of the Thigh, in order to know whether it would not be,a
{urer Way by fecuring the Point of the Knife; by that Way I gotimy
Conduttor and Forceeps into the Bladder, and drew the Stone very eafily ;
but afterwards, by the Diffection of the Body, I found that the Artery
of the Penis and the Feficule Scmiuales were cut throggh and through ;
which cinnot be avoided, becaufe theiArtery and.Vefinle lie imme-
diately under that Part.of the Bladder which the Stgff prefleth-upon.

1 took anather Body, and having put in the Bladder a {mall Stone, I
made the Incifion much lower, and pierced the Bladder -under the Staff,
by which Incifion I drew the Stone ; then difleting the Body -1 found
the Bladder cur through and its Arteries, which can hardly be-avoided,
the Bladder being then fo much contraéed, that both Sides of the
Bladder are cut, before the Operator either feels the Sione, or f{ees any
Drine running out,

I
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1 took a third Body, in the Bladder of which I put a very large
Stone ; the Staff being in it, I made the Incifion upon the fat Protube-
rancy under the Ifchium Bone ; and piercing the Bladder below: the Staff,
I found immediately the Stone with the Point of the Kunife, with which
I cut the Bladder the Length of an Inch; through which having intro-
duced the Conduétor, and then the Forceps, 1 got hold of the Stome, and
drew it out very eafily. Then I did diflect the Body, and found that
neither the Veficule Seminales nor any Artery had been cut, by reafon
that the Weight of the Stone prefled the Bottom of the Bladder lower
than the Peficulz and Arteries.

Monfieur Bufffere’s two firft Experiments, we fee, confirm hisFriend’s
two Reafonsagainft this Method ; and the third ferves for a Foundation
for his own Opinion in favour of it in fome particular Cafes ; that is,
he thinks that this Way might be made ufe of when the Stone is very

‘big, and willingly 1 would prefer it, {ays he, to the old Way ; for by

this Way we avoid that extraordinary and violent Dilatation of the Neck
of the Bladder, which the Stone caufeth when it is very big, and which
is the Caufe of the Inflammation and Mortification of the Bladder that
killeth the Patient. But when the Store is very {mall, or but of an in-
different Bignels, the old Way is eafier and furer.

b
“Monfieur Buffiere has given us his Judgment of Frere Facques Method
of Cutting on the Gripe likewife : I cannot approve, fays he, the Cut-
ting upon the Gripe ; becaufe, in that Way one cutteth through the
Profiates, which deftroys the Parts of Generation. 1 have obferv’d, that
all thofe who have been Cut by that Method, were never fit for Genera=

tion. (35)

Dr. Lifler was at Paris when Frere Facques was there, and faw
him frequently Cut. 'The principal Thing to be remarked in what
he has {aid about his Method, is the favourable Judgment he makes
E’E it; and therefore I have chofen to infert the whole Paffage in this

lace.

Another popular Difeafe at Paris, {ays the Do&or, is the Stone, and.

there are Men well pracis’d in the Cutting forit. There are alfo two
L Hofpi-
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Hofpitals where great Numbers ave cut Yearly, La Charité and Hotel
Dien 3 but that which I fhall here moft infift upon is the New Way
pradlis’d by Pere Jacques, 2 Monk. About the 20th of April he Cut
in the Hotel Dier T'en in lefs than an Hour’s time ;. the third Day after,
‘all were hearty and without Pain but One,

He Cuts both by the Great and’ Little Appareil ; in both he boldly
thrufts in a broad Launcet or Stilleto into the middle of the Mulcles
of the Thigh near the Auus, till he joins the Catheter or Staff, or the
Stone betwixt his Fingers ; then he widens the Incifion of the Bladder,
in Proportion to the Stone, with a Silver Oval Hoop; it that will not
do, he thrufts in his Four Fingers and tears it wider, then with the
Ducks Bill he draws it out,

I faw him cut a fecond time in the Hotel Dien, and he perform’d it
upon Nine Perfons in Three Quarters of an Hour very dextroufly, He
{eemed to venture at all, and put me into fome Diforder with the Cruel-
ty of the Operation, and a ftouter Euglifhman than my felt; however,
1 vifited them all in their Beds, and found them more amaz’d than in
Pain.

Pere Facques cut alfo his Way in-the other Hofpital La Charité, much
about the fame time, Eleven at twice. Here Monfieur Marechal, the
beft of the Surgeons now in Payis for this Operation, harangued againft
him before the Governours ; who coldly anfwered, they would be de-
termined by the Event which Way was beft.

Of thofe Cut at La Charité, One died ; and being difleGted, it was
found he had his Bladder pierced in four or five Places, alfo the Muf
cnlus Pfoas {adly mangled, alfo the Left Peficula Seminales cut. Notwith-
ftanding this, it this Method was well executed by a.skilful Hand, it
might be of good Ufe to Mankind.

Since my Return I'had a Letter from Mr, Piobie, a very learned and
1nduftricous young Gentleman, who was with me to fee the Qperation;
that Part relating to this Matter I fhall here tranfcribe. Indeed, X

' migh-



mightily long’d for an Account of this Matter, the Succels of which I
came away too foon to leagn any thing for certain,

Paris, Augufria. o%:

(74 PEre Facques Reputation mightily {lackens; out of Forty Five taat

¢ he Cut at the Hotel Dieu, but Sixteen of them {urvive ; and of
“ Nineteen in the Charité, but Eleven. He has praétis’d at the Holpi-
“ tals at Lyons ; but, ’tis {aid, with more Succefs than at Paris. I am
“ fenfible he has got Abundance of Enemies, which makes me very
* much queftion what I may hear faid.of him. Dr. Fagon, the King’s
‘ Phyfician, told Dr. Tournefort, when he went to prefent his Book to
* him, that he had Cut Seven at Ferfailles, and that Six of them are a+
¢ live, and as well as if never Cut. 'The Perfon that died was {o di-
“ ftemper’d, that he was not expeéied to live ; and it was thought it he
 had not been Cut, he had not lived fo long, The Surgeons have a
“ great mind tocry down the Man, tho’ they practife his Method ;-
“ tor Murechal has fince Cut after Pere Facques Manner, only with this
““ Difference, that Marechal’s Catheter was canulated. ILa Rue, the Se-
““ cond Surgeon of the Charité Holpital, Cut after the Old Mauner, at
*“ the {ame time when Marechal Cut Pere Facques Way, but had not {o
¢ good Succefs as Marechal had ; for all that Marechal Cut are alive and
“ well, whereas the other loft One or Two of his Number; befides,
“ thofe that lived were not fo foon cured, no not by a Month or Six
“ Weeks.” 'Thus far Mr, Probie,

I now. go on to Monfieur AZry; and in relating the many Obferva=
tions he has given us concerning Frere facques Operations, 1 fhall obferve
this Order; firlt, to fet down the Obfervations themfelves in the fame:
Order of Time in which they were made ; and Secondly, Make a me-
thodical Extratt of the Reafonings and Conclufions he draws from
them,

What the fitk Experiments made by Frere Facques furnifhed him
with upon both thefe Heads, has been already taken Notice of,  Upon
difleting the Body of the Boy on which the fecond T'ryal was made,
our Author obferved, that the Monk had cut the Aaelerator Mufcle,.
which remained untouched in the former; and that the Beginning of
the Urethra, the Neck, and that Part of the Body of the Bladder which
lics near the back Part of the Os Pubis, were fo much torn as to be al-

mok
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moft entirely feparated from the reft. Thefe Accidents he judged were
to be imputed to the Tendernefs of the Parts, the Largenels of the
Monk’s Finger which he thrufts into the Bladder, and the too great
Length of his Staff 5 and from this we may probably infer, that he was
not at that time provided with fuch a Staff proper for Boys, as we are
aflured he afterwards made Ulfe of. (36)

The firlt living Perfon he Cut at Paris wasa Woman. Qut of the fe~
cond he extraéted Four or Five large Stones : The Patient loft a great
deal of Blood in the Operation, and three Days afterwards a very great
Hemorrhage happen’d, the Blood coming out through the Wound, the
Penis and Aunus at the fame time ; which made it plain that the Jntefti-
aum ReStum had been cut; and accordingly he voided two Worms by
the Wound, and Excrements were found upon the Tents applied to it.
He had afterwards a Fiftula, and died about two Months after the O-
peration, but his Body was never opened. (37)

. Of Three others which Monfieur Mery faw Frere Facques Cut foon
after, one died of an Hemorvhage in two or three Days ; Another was
affliGted with a Tumour in the Groin different from an Hernia, and an
Incontinency of Urine, tho’ his Wound was cicatriz’d ; the Third our

Author could hear nothing of. (38)

The firft Perfon that he cut upon the Gripe, died two Days after the
Operation ; and being opened, his Bladder was obferved to be torn as
with an Iron Comb, by the Forceps and Curette, <which had been feveral
times thruft into the Wound. (39)

The other Obfervations which Monfieur Mery has given us, were made
on the Bodies of {uch as Frere Facques had Cut in the two Hofpitals.
The firft dead Body he diffected, was of a Man who died Five Days af-
ter the Operation ; his Scrotum, Penis and Bladder were gangreen’d,
and the Left Levator 4ni cut according to the Direction of the Fibres.
In the Bladder remained one Piece of Srame of the Size of a Man’s
I; humb, and another fmaller which was lodged between the Membranes
oL 1t,

In
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In the Second, the Inteftines were all over inflamed, and fome Parts
of them gangr&n’d. The Cavity of the Abdomen was filled with a ftink-
ing ferous Matter, the thickeft Parts of which glewed the Inteftines to
one another, and allo to the Bladder, Peritonaum and Mefentery. ‘The
Bladder itfelf was gangrened, and there was a Wound in the Bottom of
it, by which the Cavity of it had a Communication with ghat of the
Abdomen » 'This Wound was round, and confequently in all Probability
made with the Catheter. 'T'here was likewife a Wound in the Neck of
the Bladder, on that Side which lies next the Reftum, two Inches deep
and one broad, with a Bit of Store ftill fticking in it.

The Third Body had been Cut on the Gripe, and the Operator had
begun his Incifion an Inch and a half higher than in the reft. The Ca-
vity of the 4bdomen was here likewife filled with a ftinking pituitous
Matter, which glewed the Inteftines in the Hypoga/trick Region to the
Bladder, and they were alfo very much inflam’d. The Neck of -the
Bladder was quite feparated from the Urethra, and the whole Body of it
inclining to a Gangrene. It was thicker and harder than ordinary, and
between it and the Peritonsum there was found a great Quantity of Urine
and extravafated Blood. The Zuteffinum Reétum was bruifed and fhat=
ter’d, and of a livid Colour,

Mery’s Fourth Obfervations were made on Five Dead Bodies, Four
of which had been Cut two Days before, the Ocher fome time longer :
But in this laft the Lower Belly was fo much corrupted, that it was im-
poffible for him to examine whence that terrible Diforder proceeded.
In the reft he found the Urethra cut off from the Bladder, and. the Blad-
der feparated from the Os Pubis; fo that the Nerves, Arteries and
Veins of the Peuis being by this means either broken or cut, there was
a great Quantity of Blood between the Peritouzum and the Vifcera of the
Hypogaftrick Region; the moft Part of which were very much bruifed.
In one of thefe Bodies the Inteftines were every where inflamed, and in
{fome Places gangrened, the Cavity of the Abdamen being filled with Pus.
In two others.it was filled with a ferous Matter dy’d with Blood. Four
of thefe Patients, as Monfieur Mery was inform’d, had been Cut upon
the Gripe.

His Fifth Obfervations were made upon the Bodies of Six Children,

fome of whom had been Cut upon the ﬁr:’pe, and others upon the Staff. In
' all
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all of them he found the Bladder feperated from the Urethra and Os Pubis,
the Blood Veflels of the Penis broken or cut, the Reifam and all the Parts
thereabout bruifed, becaufe the Monk had thruft his Fingers into the
Anus of them all. Moreover, in one of them the Bladder was cut with
the Biftoury, from the back to the fore Part ; in another, from the Left
Side to the Right near the Neck. He'found likewife ‘a great deal of
extravafated Blood ; which, together with the Contufion of the Parts,

had produced in fome of them Inflammations and Gangreens, in others
conliderable Ablcefles, the Matter of which run out at the Wound.

The next were made on the Body of a Boy between Thirteen and
Fourtecen Years of Age, whom' Erere Facques had Cut upon the Gripe.
Befides that, the Bladder was {eparated from the Os Pubis, he found the
Hemorroidal Arteries cut, which had produced an Hemorrhage at two
difterent Times; and ' that, together with-the: Mortification “of the
Wound, were the chief Caufes of his Death. ‘What was further pecu-
liar to this Operation was, that inputhing his Knife towards the Blad-
der, Fyere Facques had open’d three difterent Paflages, one at the lower
Part of the Scrotum, the fecond between the Bladder and the Reffum,
the third between the Peritonaum and the Qutlide of the Bladder.

The Seventh dead Body was of a Child, which had likewife beepn
Cut upon the Gripe; the Cavity of the Omentum, as well as the Abdomen,
was full of a ferous ftinking Matter, the Sediment of which had glewed
theiInteftines to the Bladder, 'and 'all -of them were gangrened at the
Place of their Union. The Reffum was livid, and that as well as the
Bladder furrounded by a fetid Ulcer, the Matter of which run out at
theWound. 1In order to extraét this Stowe, Frere Facques run his Knife
from the Protuberance of the Jchium, between the Reffum and Perito-
neum, and entred the Body of the Bladder without rouching either the
Neck or Urethra, making a Wound about five Inches deep, which he
could net do without Cutting a great Number of Blood Veflels, and
cruelly ‘dilacerating the Parts,

The Eighth Body was of a Child, who died near a Month. after the
Operation ; but not having been opened, the only Obfervation that
could be made was, that during all that Time the Wound cont/nued
open, and that the Urine came out that Way, | } fay

The



The next Male Body was likewife of a young Boy, who died fix
‘Weeks after he had been Cut. The Wound remained flill open, and
wasof a very livid Colour. Between the Reftum, Os Sacrum and Perito-
neum there was a fetid Ulcer, the Matter of which run out at the
Wound ; the Neck of the Bladder was parted from the Penis, and the
Veflels of the Pemis cut. The Reftum was wounded and gangrened ;
-and by this laft ‘Accident it appears, that this Child had been Cut upon

the Gripe. 'The Cavity of the Hypogafirium was filled with a ferous pu-
rulent Matter.

The next Obfervations are taken from great Numbers of dead Bo-
dies ; and, in refpeét of the reft, may well be called General Obfervati-
ons. In Three Patients Cut by Frere Facques, {ays our Author, Worms
‘were {een to come out; in one through the Wound, in the other
two through the Uretbra; which makesit plain that the Zuteflinum Rectum
had been Cut in all of them, and a Communication opened, in the
firft between that and the Wound, and in the reft between it and the
Bladder. Again, it was obferved that'moft of his Patients died with
Convulfions, and all of them with a greater Lofs of Blood than com-
monly happens to thofe who are Cut the Old Way.

The two Iaft Obfervations were made on the fame Body, partly be=
fore and partly after the Death of the Patient. About feven Weeks
after he had been Cut, his Wound was looked upon to be in a very
good State, but as far from being clofed as at the Beginning : both
Urine and a purulent glearious Matter, mixed with Gravel, continued
to run through it, and the Patient was f{till in a very weak Condition,
In nine Weeks after he died, and his Body being opened, he was found
to have a Fiftula; the Entry thereof was wvery narrow, but farther in
it was an Inch broad, and five Inches in Length, reaching from the
‘Bent of the Buttock (Moigion de la feffe) to the Neck of the Bladder,
-and from thence between the Body of it and the Reffum. Into the
innermoft Part of it run Matter from an Abfcefs which lay between the
*Os Sacrum and the Reftum.  All the Parts contained in the Hypopaftrium
were very black ; and as there is no room to doubtbutthat the firft Caufe
of the Fiffula was owing to the Incifion, it is likewife probable, that
‘before or after having cut that Part of the Urethra which joins to the
Neck of the Bladder, he had loft his Way ; fince the Body of the Fiftula
fIay between the Bladder and the Reffum, and fince it was evidently
impoflible for him to make an Incilion five Inches deep, without cut-

tng
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ting many Veflels, and alfo making the Parts {uffer an extreme Vio-
lence, in extra&ing the Stoie ; there is reafon to think, that from thefe
two Caufes procceded that Fluxion which produced the Abfcefs, the
Matter of which had corrupted the Parts. (40)

‘Thefe are the Obfervations which Afery has given us, concerning
the ‘Accidents which either attended or followed upon Frere Facques
Operation ; and by feeing them all here at length, the Reader will not
only have the Satisfagtion of obferving all the various Kinds of them,
but likewife which of them happen’d moft frequently, and in how many
different Manners they were combined in different Subjeéts.

What the Author has remarked in feveral Places, concerning the

articular Parts cut in particular Operations, will {erve to confirm and
illuftrate an Obfervation I have already made, That it is not always
a Proof, that where the Accounts which have been given of Firere
Hacques Methods of Cutting are different from one another, fome of
them muft be falfe; fince by the Inftances our Author has here fet
down, it is evident, that in the Courfe of his Operations at Paris,
he f}iﬁered as much from himfelf as thofe Accounts do from one
another.

I go on, in ‘the next Place, to the Conclufions which Monfieur
Mery has drawn from thefe Obfervations, as faz as they relate either
to the Operations themfelves, or to Frere Facgues as the Operator.

To begin by the Operations: The firlt Conclufion concerning thefe,
which I fhallmention trom Monfieur Mery, 1s, that in both Frere Facques
Methods of Cutting, it isa very difficult Matter not to feparate the
Neck of the Bladder from the Urethra. This Propofition he proves
thus: That Part of the Urethra which is join’d to the Neck of the
Bladder, being fituated in the Angle formed by the Union of the Offe
Pubis, and the flat Part of the Incifion Knife being laid to the Infide
of thefe Bones, and of the Protuberance of the Ifchium, it is impoffible
to reach the Urethra but in an Oblique Line; it muft therefore necef-
{arily be cut obliquely: Accordingly when he ufed the Staft, he cut it
half thorough, and confequently deftroy’d half its Force; wherefore
the Refliftance of the Urerhra being now weaker than the Effort Whif]h

; e
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he muft make to draw the Stowe through the Neck of the Bladder,
which in this Cafe remains entire, the relt of cthe Urethra is quite torn
off and broken; to which this likewife very much conduces, that as he
draws the Stone from above downwards in the Direction of the Wound,
the Neck of the Bladder is forced out of the Direétion of the Canal
of the Urethra, and by this Means more eafily {eparated from it. The
{ame Accident may likewife follow from the Violence he is obliged to
ufe, in order to introduce either his Forceps or his Finger into the
Bladder.

When he cuts upon the Gripe, the Cale is ftill more evident ; for as
here in making the Incifion, he has not the Staff to dire& and refift his
Knife, the Urethra is liable to be cutr quite through at once, as often as
he meets with that Part of it which lies between the Infide of the Os
Pubis and the Neck of the Bladder ; and to this, as we have {een, was
owing the Death of many of the Children whom he cut this Way. (41)

-

A Second Conclufion drawn by Monfieur Mery is, that it is almoft
impoffible to prevent both Incontinency of Urine and Fiftulas in Frere
Facques Ways of Operating. To prove this, our Author begins by ob-
ferving, That in thefe Methods it is abfolutely neceffary, that either
the Urethra alone be cut, or the Neck of the Bladder alone, or the Body
of it alone, or laftly, the Neck and Body together. 1f the Urethra alone
be cut, and be not torn afterwards from the Bladder, he thinks f{uch
Patients may recover perfeétly. If either the Neck of the Bladder alone,
or the Neck and Body together are cut, it is evident that the Sphinéfer
muft be cut likewife ; and as this Mufcle can never recover again its
former Tone, an Incontinency of Urine muft enfue, tho’ the Wound
be never fo well cured. If the Body of the Bladder alone be cut, a Fi-
ftula 1s inevitable, which he thus proves: The Ufe of the Sphiniler is
to fhut the Bladder, and hinder the Urine from running out, except
when the Bladder being comprefled by the Mufcles of the Abdomen, the
Urine 1s by this means, and by the Elafticity of its own Fibres driven
towards the Neck of it, with a Force which is greater than the Re-
fiftance of the Sphintter : But if when this Force is apply’d, at the time
that the Bladder is wounded, the Refiftance will be lefs this Way than
that which is made by the Sphintfer, and confequently the Urine muft
flow out at the Wound, by the Continuance of which a Fiftula wiil be
formed. (42)

N Thirdl :,rl,
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* Thirdly, 'The Incontinence of Urine ahd Fifltulas which happen from
this Way of Cutting are altogether incurable, Both thefe Inconveni-
encies, our Author obferves, may attend the old Methed; but then,
as the Fibres of the Sphiniter may not be quite deftroyed, it ispofiible
for them to contraét again and recover their former Tone ; whereas,
when that Mufcle is cut quite through, this can never be hoped for.
Fiftulas likewife which are fo fituated, as that Caufticks and other pro-
per Remedies may be applied to them, are curable; but in thole caufed

by Frere Facques Method of Cutting, this is impoffible. (43)

In the next Place, the Staff which Frere Facques makes Ufe of is alto-
gether infufficient to guide the Point of his Knife, or hinder it from
ilipping, fometimesito one Side, and {fometimes to the other. . If his
Kuife pafles the Staff towards the fore Side of the Os Pubis, it will be
apt to ‘enter the lower Part of the Swrotum ; and by wounding the Vef-
{els, opens a Paflage for che Blood amongft the Memburanes which have
been cut: By this means Abfcefles, Inflammations and Gangrenes in
thefe Parts are produced. If the Point of the Knife runs in behind the
Os Pubis, befides the Accidents mentioned 1n the foregoing Conclufions,
he is liable to wound the Bladder throughand through; and by this oc~
cafion Abfcefles, ‘&e. in all the Partsicontained in the Hypogaftvinm,

Again, the Place in ‘which Frere Facques makes his Incifion, expofes
him very often to wound the Juteffinum Reétum.

In fine, befidesthe Convulfions, Hzmorrhages, and other mortal In-
conveniencies which often happen upon his Cutting the Blood Veflels of
the Penis, &c, 1if any of thefe Patients fhould recover, they muft be
impotent all‘their Lives after. (44)

This Is the Sum of what Monfieur Mery has told us concerning the
Inconveniencies which he ‘thinks may be gathered from the Nature of
Fere S‘ﬂo?ms Operations, as well as from the Obfervations which Ex-
perience furnifhed him with. As for what relates to Frere Facques hum-
{elf as an'Opetator, it is but of very fmall Importance ‘for any body
now a-days, to know wherein ‘his particular Mifearriages confifted :
They may be in general reduced to thefe two Heads; his Ignorance of

the Structure of the Parts, join’d to a Defcét of Judgment, whichf he
difco-
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difcovered on many Occafions ; and Rafhnelsand Want of Attention in
performing his Operations. To the laft of thefe were owing the
Wounds he often made in the Bladder with his Staff, and the ditterent
Paflages by which he forced his Way into the Stows, with his Kuife, Fin-
gers, Foreeps, @c. in the fame Perfon,

Monfieur Mery has likewife made a Comparifon between Fiere Facques
Method of Cutting, with what was commonly praétis’d at that Time §*
but as all the Particulars, upon which that Comparifon is founded, have
been partly already taken Notice of in this Hiftory, and the relt belong
to that of Mariauus, it would be a ufele{s Repetition to infift any further
upon it.

Before we leave Monfieur Adry’s Book, it will be proper to infert
that Part of the Letter mention’d to have been written to him from Os-
Jeans by Monfieur Nve/, which contains the Hitory of the Operations.
Frere Facques perform’d there.

Fiere Sacques Way of Curtung, {ays Monfieur Noe/, differs from that
which is commonly in Ufe, only in the Place where the Incifien is
made ; for inftead of the Region of the Periueum, he begins his in the
Fold of the Buttock, (ply de la fefle) from thence he goes obliquely, di-
recuing his Knife as much as he can towards the Neck of the Bladder ;
but as the different Thicknels of the Parts in different Subje&ts varies
his Operation confiderably, it i1s no wonder that the Incifion is not al-
ways in the fame Place of the Bladder ; efpecially fince it does dot ap-
pear that he has any certain Rule for this, but cuts fometimes higher,
fometimes lower, {ometimes further back, fometimes further forward :
However, this new Operation never fucceeds better than when, either
by Chance, ar by the Dexterity aof the Operator, the Incifion happens
to be in the Neck of the Bladder.

Freve Facques perform’d Eight Operations in this City, Five in the
Hotel Dieu, and Three elfewhere. The Firft was upon a Man of Eifty
Years of Age, and beth Phyficians and Surgeons who were prelent af-
{ured me that it was done with a great deal of Dexterity ; the Stone
was much of the Size and Figure of an Egg, and none that faw it doubt-
ed of the Succefs.

. However,,
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However, Five or Six Days after the Patient was aflliGed with a con-
fiderable Hamorrhage, and on the Tenth with another; fince that
time he has felt extream Pains in the Region of the Perinaum, Anus
and Scrotum, caufed by an Abfcels in thefe Parts, which is at length
broken by means of proper Remedies applied to it. It open’d in the
lower Part of the Scrotum, and there came out a great Quantity of pu-
rulent Matter. Ever fince, the Urine runs both that Way and through
the Wound, tho’ in a lefs degree than before. 1 have {cen him drefs’d
feveral times ; and by examining both Wounds, I find them difpofed to
remain Fiftulous. 'The Patient is in a very low Habit of Body, and in
no Condition to undergo any further Tryals for a Cure.

The Second Operation was on a Man of Sixty. It was very long and
troublefome ; he loft the Stowe {everal times, and at laft it broke. 1t was
of an Oval Figure,and about the Size of a Pidgeon’s Egg. When it was
out, there was a Part of the Inner Membrane of the Bladder found ftick-
ing toit; and another Portion of a Membrane followed it fome time af-
ter, in which fome Gravel was wrapt up. The Incifion, contrary to his
ufual Cuftom, was begun at the Extremity of the Scrotwm, and trom
thence run obliquely towards the Fold of the Buttock. The Operator
had no Incifion Knife, but was obliged to make ufe of a Razor. Ever
after the Operation, the Patient was troubled with the Hickup, a
Loofenefs, and a great Tenfion in the Abdomen. The Penis, Scrotum
and Auus were bruifed, and of a livid Colour almoft like a Gangrene,
which was prevented only by the Care and Skill of the Surgeon em-
ploy’d. The Wound was always foul and rotten, notwithftanding the
ftrongeft Deterfives that could be applied. It refembled the Mouth of
a Lampray both in Figure and Colour, and the Patient complained of
an exceflive Heat in the Scrotwm and End of the Pexis, through which his
Urine pafled fometimes, but with extream Pain; and it never ceafed
to come out at the Wound, which remained in fuch a miferable Stare,
that his Death was not f{urprifing to any. His Body, however, was
not opened. : : ;

The Third Perfon Frere Facques Cut was Sixty Six Yearsof Age. He
extraGted two {mooth Oval Stenes, both of them of the Size of an Egg.
I was inform’d that this Operation was perform’d very dextroufly, and
in very little Time. The Incifion was made lower than in the reft,
that 1s, at a greater Diftance from the Serotwm. In Five or Six Weeks
time the Patient was perfe@ly recovered. He has no Incontinency of

Urine,
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Utrine, and it came through the Wound only for the fitft Eighteen or
Twenty Days

The Fourth Patient was about Eleven Years old, but his Wound is
not as yet healed. What is particulax in him is, that tho’ fome Urine
ftill continues to flow out at the Wound, yet the greateft Quantity
comes through the Pemis, and not involuntarily neither. His Wound
{feems now to be in a very good Difpofition, if the Urine that runs that
Way does not hinder the Cure.

'The Fifth was of the fame Age, but he died the fourth or fifth Day
after the Operation, with a Fever and Vomiting., This Operation was
very troublefome and violent ; and upon opening the Body, we found
that the Incifion had been made on one Side of the Neck of the Bladder,
fome Part of the Sphinfler, and a little of the Body being Cut. The
Figure of the Wound was triangular, oblique and tranfverfe, it ha-
ving been made at different T'imes,

The Sixth Patient was Cut upon the Gripe, and with a great deal of
Eafe. He extrated two Stones, both of the Bignefs of a Walnut with
the Husk on. The Thirty Fifth Day after the Operation the Urine
began to come out the right Way ; but the greateft Part of it paffes {till
through the Wouud, and in all Appearance it will remain Fiftulous.

The Seventh Operation was made on a young Man of Twenty T'wo
Years of Age. Frere Facques could neither find the Siome nor Staff with
his Knife, which made it a long while before he could extra& it. The
Patient died in four Days with a high Fever and Vomiting; and when
he was opened, we found the whole Sphinffer Cut tranfverfely. (45)

To this Place likewife may belong the RefleGtions which Mgnﬁeﬁ
Saviard has made upon Frere Facquesin Obf, 109, ‘

On the 18th of Fuly 1698 (it is printed by Miftake "1696) I was fent
fqr to the Abby of St. Germain des Prex, together with Monfieur Facque=
mier Dottor of Phyfick, Monfieur ‘Jc";trfan Deputy (Lieutenant) to the

King’s



(563 T

King's Firlt Surgeon, Mefl. Collot, Tolet and Colignon Lithotomilts, to
examine the Wound of a Beneditine Monk, who had been Cut by an
Opcrator nam’d Frere Facques Beaulien. We found the Patient ex-
treamly fallen away, with a {low Fever, which had continued upon him
ever fince the Operation. His Wound, which we were told had been
corrupted, was then ruddy enough without any Hardnefs or Tumour a-
bout it, but as wide open as the firft Day it was made. We {aw the
Urine run out at it, together with a glairous purulent Matter, and a
gravelly Sediment.

It was our Opinion, that the Bladder was ulcerated, and that there
were but little Hopes of his Recovery; we ordered what we thought
proper, but he died the 21ft of September following, the Wound re-

maluing always open,

This Frere Facques was and is ftill looked upon by fome People as a
very wonderful Operator, notwithftanding all the Difcoveries that have
been made of his Mifcarriages ; and that for four or five Reafons, 1.
Becaufe he Operates differently from the other Lithotomifts. 2. Be-
caufe he fhows a great deal of Courage in Cutting, and Aflurance in
bragging of his Feats, 3. Becaufe he appears to be difinterefted. 4.
Bocaufe he wears a Religious Habit, and has a great Air of Devotion.
5. Becaufe he pretends to have received all that he knows in Surgery by
Infpiration ; and as it coft him nothing, fo he is willing to teach other

People gratis,

Thefe are the Foundations of his pretended Merit, and it is a very
eafy Matter to examine the Solidity of them.

For in the firft Place, what Inference can be drawn touching his A-
bilities from this, that he Cuts difterently from other Lithotomifts ? He
is not a bit the better Operator for that, except his Method were pre-
ferable to the reft, which it certainly is in no refpect, except in killing
a greater Number of Patients, as appeared by the Tryals made of it at
the Hofpitals, i

Again,
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“Again, is he a better Operator, becaufe he is bold and forward?
No certainly : for though Aflurance be very commendable inan Ope-
rator ; yet ftill itis to be looked upon only as a fubordinate Talent,
and prefuppofes Knowledge and Skill, for otherwife it is pernicious;

and that Frere Faques was of this kind, is plain from the Number of
Perfons who died under his Hands. j

His Readinefs to boaft of the Cures he had performed, has always
been looked upon as a Thing very unbecoming in any Body, but much
more when tounded upon Lyes and Falfhoods. 'This is Frere Facques
Cafe; for as foon as he arrived in Paris, he gave out, that by his New
Method he cut without Pain; that his Patients would recover in much
lefs Time than is ufual, and that without any Danger ot a Fiftula, or
other Accidents: All this has been found to be falfe. His Method of
Cutting is much oftner attended with Fiftulas and Hemorrhagy than
the others: He caufes great Pains in Operating, and his Patients are a
great while in recovering ; his Boaftings therefore ought rather to make
him be delpifed and undervalued, than be looked upon as any Thing
extraordinary,

Can his Difintereftednefs be reckoned a Proof of his Ability 2 'This
is, no doubt, a very commendable Quality in him, but he does not
poflefs it in a greater Degree than the other Lithotomifts, as faras the
Poor are concerned ; for all who Cut in the Hofpitals do it gratis, and
even to {uch as are not there, there are very few who would refufe
their Affliltance upon the fame Terms, when it is needful : But I muft
own, if Frere Facques pretends to extend his Charity to ' the Rich, he
outdoes the reft ; but at the fame time he exceeds the Bounds of his
Duty, by a Zeal which, according to the Gofpel Phrafe; is mot acording
to Kuowledge.

His Religious Habit and Air of Sanéicy are but equivocal Signs:
We are all ufed to fee fuch Drefles every Day, and therefore ought not
to wonder at any Body who wears them : But with relation to Frere
Facques, the Wonder is this; how if he is really and truly a Monk, his
Superiours fhould ever have fent him on fuch an unaccountable Errand,
as to go all over the Kingdom, and Cut People of both Sexes for the
Stone ; which he cannot do without viewing Objetts which muft put
that Chaltity, of which he has made a Vow, to a very fevere Tryal ;

or,
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or, if he be not 2 Monk, but only wears the Habit, how the Church

thould fuffer {fuch a Difguife, which muft infallibly {candalize great
Numbers of People.

But the greateft Wonder of all is, that Frere Facques Thould be efteem-
ed an excellent Lithotomift, meerly upon Account of his Drefs, as if
that were fufficient to give him more fure and unerring Knowledge in
Phyfick and Surgery, than the moft famous Univerfities, the reading

good Books, the Leflons of the beft Mafters, and a long Pra&ice, can
give to others,

I doubt not but Frere Facques Devotion has gained him the Confi-
dence of many People ; for this is a ready Way to lead People where~
ever we have a Mind : But I doubt very much, if true Devotion can be
confiftent with the vifible Prevarication which the Exercife of Surgery

muft engage him in, if he be truly a Monk, or with the Difguife he
putson, if he is not.

We have only now to examine, if he has obtained all that he knows
in Surgeny in 4 fupernatural Way, as he gives it out himfelf. Now the
fureft Means to judge of the Nutvre of a Gaufe, is by the Efte&s it
produces : 1If therefore Frere Facques is dircCted, and immediately
infpired by God in all he undertakes, he ought always to fucceed ;
and in that Cafe he would cerrainly be the molt excellent Lithos
tomift in the World.  All that the others know, they are very
ready to own comes to them, either from the Inftruétion of their
Ma[{&r, or their own Labour. But as every body muft now be con-
vinced from what happen’d at both Hofpitals, that Frere Facques is
lefs fuccefsful than they, it is impoffible to believe he is divinely in-
fpired, except it be by the evil Principle of the Mauicheans.

Having thus enquired into the Reafons of fo many Peoples being
prejudiced in Favour of Frere Facques, 1 leave every Body to judge 1f
thefe Prejudices be well founded, or ought not rather to be looked

upon as Proofs of the Ignorance and Unskilfuluefs of this Religious
Lithotomift. .

As
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As for the Propofals he makes in the Publick Gazettes, to teach all
Surgeons his Method gratis, ic is the Magiftrates Bulinefs to hinder
thele Offers from being accepted ; becaufle as his Method is pernicious,
it ought rather to be abolifhed than perpetuated, whatever he m1y pre~
tend, that he has corre@ed his firlt Method, that he has made good
Ufe of the Advices given him in the Hofpirals of Paris, and that he
now ufes the fame Inftruments with the other Lithotomiits ; for all
who are Judges muft know, chat in order to make him a good. Opera-
tor, 1. Heought to retain nothing which makes his Method differ from
the'Common, which is certainly much better. 2. He ought to lay a-
fide a great deal of his Forwardnefs in operating, becaule to that is
owing the Temerity with which he thrufts in his Inftruments to Places
which he knows nothing of, from whence irreparable Diforders enfue,
3. He ought to lay afide the Opinion he has of himfelf, of being the
beft Lithotomift in the Kingdom ; than which nothing can be more
falfe, both becaufe his Method is bad, and becaufe he knows nothing
of the Parts concerned, or.to be fhun’d in the Operation ; neither
has he any Tin&ure of Surgery, to enable him to remedy the Accidents
which may befall his Patients, ‘While he rerains this Prefumption of
his own Skill, it will be in vain to think of his making any Progrefs
in the Arc he profefles. 4, He ought to Cut for five or fix Yearsin the
Hofpitals under able Mafters, who might dire& him in his Operations,
tell him of his Faults, and explain the Confequences of them : For it
is in this Manner that all the great Lithotomifts in Framce have been
formed ; whereas Frere Facques, while he continues to be fond of his
own bad Method, intrepid in his Ignorance, obftinate in his Operati-

ons, and prefumptuous to Excefs; will never rife above the Level of a
Quack and a Vagabond. '

Dionis has made a great many Remarks on Frere Facques Methods of
Cutring Males, but none of them are new ; and therefore it will be fuf-
ficient to fetdown here the Conclufion he draws from the witole Hiftory
of them. Tho’ I do not approve of Frere Facques Way of Cutting,
fays he, yet I do not abfolutely condemn it, for there is fomething
good in his Method ; and I am perfwaded, that a Surgeon, who is a
good Anatomift, knows how to guide his Inftrument, and is fo far
Mafter of it as to carry it where he pleafes, may {ucceed in the Pra&ice
of Frere Facques Operation, by reafon that he would avoid all thofe
pernicious Accidents which attended his Performance ; but it would be
to expofe the Patient to too great Dangers to caufe him to be Cut by
that Monk, who being wholly ignorant of the Parts to be Cut, his

bold



bold Affurance in thrufting in his Poynard proceeds only from the Want
of a fufficient Stock of Knowledge to forefee the Confequences. (46)

This Judgment of Dionis is very different from that given by Mery.
Mery pretends to prove from the Nature of the Method itfelf, that it
ought to be quire laid afide, as well as from the Character of the Monk,
that he in particular ought never to ufe it. Dionis on the contrary is
of Opinion, that the Inconveniencies that were found toattend it, were
owing more to the Operator, than to the Nature ﬂft!’lﬁ Operation ; tho’
at the fame time it muft be own’d, that, take all his Words together,
they amount to no more than this; Frere Facques Operation may be
practifed with Succe{s by thofe who are able to avoid whatever the
Want of Succefs in it is owing to.

Mr. Chefelden, by fuppofing that Frere Facques Operation was the
fame with Rau’s, and that Raw pra&is’d his with great Succefs, de-
clares {ufficiently what was his Opinion of it, notwithftanding all the
Inconveniencies which he had juft before mentioned from Dionis. Thefe
therefore he muft have look’d upon to be all owing to the Operator ;
and thus his Judgment will coincide with that of Dionis, with this Dif-
ference only, that his he reckons to be confirmed by Matter of Fa&,
which the other does not pretend to. (47)

Albinus conformably to the Defcription we have heard from him of
Frere Facques Method, has given us his Opinion of it in thefe Words :
This Way of Cutting, fays he, could not well be more dangerous than
either the making an Incifion into the Neck of the Bladder, or into the
Urethra: And as by this Means both thefe remained untouched and
altogether free from the bad Confequences which ufually attended the
thrufting in of Inftruments, the violent Dilatations, and the extra&-
ing of large rugged Stones in a moft cruel Manner through fuch
narrow Paflages, this Method {cemed highly preferable to all the reft.
But on the other hand, as this Part of the Bladder lies altogether
hid, 1t was a very difficult Mactter to get at it; yet when this Opera-
tion was rightly performed, no Part lay in the Way, of Confequence
enough to hinder the Succefs of it.

The



The Danger and Difficulty of it confifted both in the Thicknefs of
the Parts to be eut through, and the Nearnefs of {ome noble Vifera,
which were by all Means to be avoided ; for if either the Surgeon
fhould happen to thruft his Knife too far in, or too much to one Side,
he runs the Rifque of Cutting the oppolfite Part of the Bladder, of hurt-
ing the Juteftinum Reftum and Veficule Seminales, of wounding or Cutting
quite through the Ureter, Ereftor Penis, Corpus Cavernofum Majus, the
Urethra it felf, and of other {uch melancholly Accidents.

Likewife after the Wound is made, it is an eafly Matter to miftake
in introducing the Forceps, by thrulting it not into the Bladder, but
amongft fome other Parts which it ought to have paffed by, and thus
open and dilate them, and pull out whatever came in its Way; which
would not only fruftrate the Defign of the Operation, but bring on
many other Inconveniencies. Such Accidents we have both heard and
read to have happened to Frere Facques, who neither knew the Stru-
&ure of the Parts, nor had any certain Method of guiding his Knife
or Forceps; which lalt Mr. Rau looked upon to be the only Defec of his
Operation,

Wherefore we are {o far from commending Frere Facques Method
of Cutting, that we are not afraid to aflert the Pra&ice of it to
be highly pernicious and deftru&tive to Mankind ; and had it not
ferved as a Hint to lead Rau to the Difcovery of the beft of all Me=
thods, it had better never have been heard of. (48)

CHAZP
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1M e APt IV
Frere Jaques Metbad sf sz‘mg Female.r

WE have alread}’ mentmned in fewral Places, that Frere jmgﬂesCut

Womeén as well asMen'; but we have deh} ’d till now, to give an
Account wherein thefe two Operations differ’d, and the Judgment that
has been made of this Part of his Method.

M, Buffiere’s Friend tells us upon this Head, that Fiere Facques cut-
teth Women upon the Staff, and in the fame Place as Men.  Hedid per-
form this Operation, continues he, in my Prefence upon Three ; One
whereof was a Girl of Eleven Years old; which maketh me believe that
he ufeth the fame Way in all, tho’ in, them "he did Cut the Internal
Neck of the Urerus. " His'Opinion therefore 15, that this Way of - Cut-
ting is not fo {ure in Women, no more than in Men, as the Ancient Way.

Mr. Buffiere fubfcribes to his Correfpondent’s Judgment : Tho’ I have
not tried this Way upon Women, fayshe, yet 1 cannot apprme it at all,
* fince one cannot avoid Cutting the Neck of the Urerus, the Cicatrix of
which might prove to be of fome ill Confequence, in cafe the Woman
fhould come to be with Child. (49)

One of the three Experiments which Monfieur Mery {aw Frere
jﬂcquff make upon dead Bodies, was upon that of a Woman, and he
has given us a particular Account of his Method of Operating. The
Incifion, he fays, was made on the Right Side, near the Protuberance
of the Jfchium, the {ame Staff he uled for Men being firlt introduced in itn

the
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the Bladder. It was about an Inch and an half long; and by meafuring
the Situation of it by the meansof crofs Lines, he tound that the lower
Part of it an{wered to the Auus, the upper to the external Orifice of the
Ukerus, and the middle of it to the Raphé. The inward Progre(s of it was
in this manner ;- After having pafled about an Inch and an half of Far,
it went in betwixt the Lewator Ani and the Accelerator of the Clitoris, cut-
ting this Mufcle at its Origin, and from thence pierced the Pagina

uite through, beginning at the Backfide of it, aud thus reached the
Body of the Bladder, which it wounded lengthways from the Beginning
of the Urethra to the Infertion of the Ureters, but without touching ei-
ther of them. The Incifion in the Jagina and in the Bladder were each

of them an Inch long,

Tho’ Mery was at this Time as much prejudiced in favour of Frere
Facques, as he was afterwards againft him, yet his Method of Cutting
Womien difgufted him from the very firft Moment he {aw this Experi-
ment. Thisappears from the Reflections which he fubjoins to his De-
{cription of it. If wejudge, {ays he, of FrereFacques Way of Operating
upon Women, by the Struéure of the Parts, and by the Incifion which
he makes in the ZZagina and Body of the Bladder, 1 cannot believe that
the Stone can be extraéted in them with the fame Eafe and Advantages as
in Men, if he always follows the fame Methods in both,, as I have hi-
therto feen him; T mean, if he begins his Incifion on the Infide of the
Ifchium, For if we confider that the Urethra in Women i$ but fix Lines
in length beyond the Os Pubis, that the Cavity is but a Line and an
half in Diameter, and that it lies along the middle of the fore Part of
the Fagina, which is two Inches broad, it will be ealy to conceive that
whatever Care Frere Facques takes to put the Pagina out of his Way, and
not to wound it, it will be very difficult for him to fhun it, and almoft
impofiible to get into the Bladder by the Urethra in the Way he takes,
fince it is fo very fhort and lies {o clofe to the Vagiua, Since therefore
the Stone cannot be extratted by this Method, without Cutting the
Body of the Bladder, I cannot believe it lefs dangerous than the common
Way of drawing the Stone through the Urethra. As an Incontinency of
Urine moft commonly happens in this Way, fo.in that ufed by Frere
Facques a Fiftula of the Bladder into the Pagina appears to me inevita-
ble; which 1s at leaflt as great an Inconveniency, f{ince the Urine flows

equally involuntarily here. (50)

Q The
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The living Bodies which Frere Facques afterwards Cut, were but
too evident Proofs of the Truth ‘of the Refleftions Monfieur AMery
here makes. 'The firft of thele was Madam de Lorrain ; he began the
Incifion two Inches higher than he did upon the dead Body, and pierced
the Pagina quite through, as appeared by the Quantity of Blood
which run out of it. What other Accidents followed upon this Opera-
tion, Monfieur Mery has not told us ; but we may judge what they
were by the Obfervations which he made on other Subjects. (51)

On the 16th of May following, fays he, Frere Jacques cut two Girls
at the Hotel Dieu, one upon the Staff, and the other upon the Grape.
'The youngeft was but Four Years of Age, and went out of the Hofpi-
tal the 17th of Fune, the oytward Wound being cured ; but fhe conti-
nued to’ be trobbled with an Incontinency of Urine. 'Fhe other was

ourteen Years old, and weng out the 25th of the fame Month, in the
famg State with the other. Jult as {he was to leave the Holfpizal; ¥ was
fent for “to examine the Catfe of her Incontinency of Uriné, and ¥
found that it came partly through the Urethra, and partly through the
Vagina.  Another Surgeon that was there injeéted Barley Water through
the Urethra ‘into the Bladder, which prefently flowed out at the Pagina,
by which we difcovered, that tho™the exterior Wound all the Way to

the Vggi'ﬁa,was healed, the or'thg:i;' Incifion from the Va,gfiéa to the Bladder

T

was fuill open. (52)

Now, befides the Incontinency of Wrine which attends this- Accident;
there are other Confequences no lefs terrible that muft follow: upon it,
efpecially if ‘we “take"in the Danger there is in this- Method, of
faﬁi'ng into many of the fame Inconveniencies which. have been al-
ready obferved in Men. Women muft by this means be rendered for
ever barren, fince the continual Flux of Urine into the Bladder muft ne-
ceffarily hinder the AGion of the Semen; and as the Reffum may likewifé
be pierced, the grofs Excrements may come out the fame Way at, the
{ime time, From thefe and fuch like Obfervations, drawn partly from
EﬁP_érirJ:_Ec'nts,' and partly from the Anpalogy. of the Stru&ure of the
Parts to be Cut in. both Sexes, Monfieur Mery concludes; that- Frere,
Facques Way of Cutting, Women ought upon no account whatever to be
put in Practice. (53)

Of
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Of the Eight Patients which Frere Jasques cut at Orleans, One Waslé

Girl between Ten and T'welve Yearsof Age, but fhe died 4
Day after the Operation ; and Monfieur Noe/, in the forem
ter to Mery, has given us the following Relation of it : Fye
{et her upon the Knees of a Surgeon’s Servant, and made tweo
hold her Fhighs : He began by making a violent Preflure upow the A~
pogaftrinam, with his Fingers half bent, asif he hada mind to be the

Bottom of the Bladder nearer its Neck: Then he introduced a Selver
Catbeter into the Bladder, and pulled it out again as foon as he had
drawn oft the Urive contained in it. Afterwards he put his two Fingers.
into the Reffum .to command the Stong; and (o-made his Incifion in the
ordinary Place, only a little higher; and directing his Knife towards the
Stoues, be cut the Bladder. This being done, he made feveral Motions
in the Wound, fometimes with bis Forceps, fometimes with his-Sesop,
prefling a-new upan the Hypogaftrium to bring down the Store, but alk
to no purpofe;. fo that at length- he was obliged to thrult his Fingers a
fecond time inro the Auus, and to ufe his Knife once more, in order ei-
ther to. makea new Incifion,, or enlarge the former. Thus, by keeping
the Stanze: well down: withiliis Fingers, after two or three Effortsy he at
length extractedsic with his Forceps,

The Operation was no {ooner over, but the Pitient beganto be tors
mented with Pains i her Bally, Fever and Vomiting, which-never left
her till fhe diedi: WUpon opening her Body, we plainly di{cerned that
the Incifion had been made in the Middle and membraneous Part of
the Bladder; that it was. tranfverfe and a little oblique,. with three
Angles obfervable in: it, occafion’d by his: having. Cur feveral Times.
‘The Bladder and:all.the Parts near it were filled with Pus, andiin many
of them there were Abfcefles formed. ‘Lhe lower Partsof!the 4%

{uch as the:Byramidal Mufcles andithe Extremities of the Reffiy, were
very much bruifed,, livid; andr tending to a Gangrene, tho” there was
no Blacknefs nor Swelling to be {éen upon the Skin. (54)

We are told by Dioris, thatione of the four Patients whiche Frere
Yacques cut in the Charité of Perfailles, was a Girl of:Seven: Years of
Age, who died threeiDays after the Operation. Dionis opened-her: in
Prefence of Monfieur: Felix, one of Frere Facques Patronsy and: found the
Bladder wounded in the Bady near the Neck. In the  Vagina there
was 2 Wound of the Length of'a Nail, made by the Edge of the
Knife; in thrufting it along that Part to come at the Bladder: On this

QOccafion



&

( 6o )

Occafion Freve Facques faid, that the Wounds of the Pagina -are of ne
Confequence, and that he frequently happened to pierce it. (55)

Dionis faw him cut T'wo Women more, and in ‘both the fame Ac-
cidents happened, as appeared by the Blood which tame out at the

Vagina as foon as the Incifion was made.

And he obferves further,

that the {ame thing fell out in almoft all the Women he cut. (56)
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Monfienr Mery’s Method of Cutting for
the Stone.

THE Account which we have given from Authors, of Frere Facques
Operations for the Stoue, is very far from being to “their Advantage.
The moft favourable thing that has been faid of them, by any Body who
was in a Condition to judge of their true Merit, is, that it is pﬂﬂ"ble
they may {ucceed when perform’d by a skilful Hand ; and that {fome
few Cafes may happen, in which they may perhaps be preterable to the
ancient Methods. But Monfieur Mery, who has been at more Pains to
examine them, than all the other Authors put together, declares him-
felf altogether againft the Pradtice of them in any Cafe; not only on ac-
count of the bad Succefs they were attended with in the Hands of that
ignorant inconfiderate Monk, but alfo by comparing the Struéture of
the Parts concerned with the "Nature of the Operation itfelf, and from
thence dtducmg the many grievous Accidents with which the Pra&ice
of them will moft cm*mon]}r, if not always, be attended.

All this, however, is to be unde tltood of thefe Operations taken by
the Lump, tor when they are pulled to Picces, Monfieur Mery, even in
the midft of all his Declamations againft them, cannot help feeing fome
Parts of them, which he thinks preferable to what anfwered to thefe in
the former Methods of Operating. It was natural for a thinking Man
to endeavour to bring f{uch valuable Parts into Prattice, by j joining to
them, either from his own Invention, or what was already 1n Uﬁ.,
whatever he judged proper to compleat this whole Operation of ex-

R tracting
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tracting the Stone, freed from all the Difadvantages which Frere Facqres
Methods, taken all together, feem’d to him to labour under.

This is the general View, which not only Monfieur Mery, but all the
other Improvers of them, propofed to themfelves in their Improvements.
What thefe have been, and by whom made, I now go on to relate; that
is, to explain fnch Methods of Cutting for the Stome, as differ from and’
were pofteriour to thofe of Frere Facques, but to the Difcovery of which
the Authors of them have been led by Hints taken from what they ob-
ferved in his.

Of thefe Improvements, the firft that I hear of were made by Mon-
fieur Mery ; but before I proceed to them, it will be neceffary to fay
fomething concerning this great Man’s Life, by abridging the Eloge
which the Elegant Monfieur Foutenelle has given us of him in the Me~
moirs of the Academy of Sciences for the Year 1722. Printed in 1724.

Fobn Mery was born at Patan, in the Province of Berry, the 6th Day
of Fanuary 1645. His Father was a Surgeon; and after having fent
his Son for fome Time to School, finding that, whether for Want of
Inclination, or by the Fault of his Malfters, his Genius was not turned
to Letters, he refolved to bring him up to his own Bufinefs.

At Eighteen Years of Age he went to Paris, to improve himfelf in
the Hotel Dien, the beft School in the World for young Surgeons.
There, not f{atisfied with the Exercifes of the Day, he ufed as often as
he had an Opportunity, to convey a Body out of the Hofpital to his
Lodging, and hide it in his Bed t1ll he had Time to diffeét it.

In 1681, he drew up a Delcription of the Ear, at the Defire of Mon-
fieur L’Amy, Dottor of Phyfick, to be inferted in the Second Edition
of his Book De I’ Ame Senfitive. It was in that Year likewife, that he
was made Surgeon to the Queen,

In 1683, Monfieur Louwoy, then Firft Mirifter of State, appointed
him Surgeon Major to the Hofpital of the Imalides,
The
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'The Year after, the King of Portugal having defived that a ParifianSur-
geon might be fent him, his Queen being indifpofed, Monfieur Mery
was pitched upon as the propereft Perfon to execute that Commiifion.
The Queen was dead betore he reached Lisborn; but by the other ex-
traordinary Cures which he performed during his Stay there, he gain-
ed the Efteem of the Portuguexe {o much, that they made him molt ad-
vantageous Offers, in cafe he would refolve to fettle among them. He
had like Propofals made to him in Spain, through which he pafled ; but
he chofe to accept neither of them, but to return to his own Country,
which he did timely enough in that fame Year, to be admitted a Mem-~
ber of the Royal Academy of Sciences, by the Recommendation ot
Monficur de Louwvois, and to be appointed Surgeon to the Duke of Bur-
gundy, then a Child, whom he accompany’d in a Journey the Court
made to Chambort, a Royal Palace near Blois,

In 1692, he wasfent by the Court on a fecret Commiffion to Eng-
Jand; and indeed it always remained fo: for to this Day no Body can
tell what he went about,

In 1700, he arrived at the Heighth of his Ambition, being named
by Monfieur Harlay, Firft Prefident of Paris, to be Firlt Surgeon of
the Hotel Dien. 'The Funétions of that Polt, together with his Place
in the Academy, took up his whole Time; no Confiderations but
Friendfhip could ever perfwade him after that, to praétice in the City,
or teach Anatomy to any but his Pupils in the Hofpital ; and it was by
his Means that the Anatomical Theatre was erected there.

His great Talent lay in the Exa&nefs of his Obfervations, He
thought it {ufficient for his Purpofe, to fee Things precifely as they
exifted in Nature, without being often at Pains to build Syltems upon
the Phanomena he had difcover’d.  When he ventur’d fo far as that, he
was convinc'd it was upon very fure Grounds, and therefore was very
ftiff in maintaining his own Opinions. His Hypothefis concerning the
Circulation of the Blood in a Fetus, was an Inftance of this; and his
Defence thereof againft the numerous Attacks that were made upon it,
together with his Obfervations on the Methods ot Cutting pra&ifed b
Frere Facques, a Francomtois, make up the only Book he ever publifh’i
There are a great many Papers of his amonglt the Memoirs of the

Academy ;
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Academy; and he left behind him a vaft Number of valuable Prepara-
tions of the Parts both of Men and ether Animals. -

He applied himfelf much to the Knowledge of the Blood Veffels and
Nerves; but ufed to give ir to his Friends, as an Inftance of the Im-
perfection of Human Knowledge, that the Nature and A&ions of the
Fluids contained in them haa not been difcover’d. Anatomifts, he
told them, might be compared to Porters, who know all the Streets
and Corners of a Town, bur are intirely ignorant of what pafles with-
in Doors,

They, who converfed much with him, attribute to him feveral
Difcoveries which pafs under other Peoples Names; of which the
Glands afcribed to Mr, Cowper, are one Inftance.

He died on the Third Day of November 1722, in the 78th Year of
his Age, leaving Six Children behind him.

It appears from the Refle®ions Monfienr Mery has given us on Fere
Facques Operations, that he had feen but very tew of them, before he
began to think of carrying them to a greater Perfection. It would be
to no purpofe, however, to trace all the Obfervations which lie fcat-
terd up and down his Book to this purpofe ; he having faved us that
Trouble himfelf, by bringing them ail under one View, in the laft
Chapter of that T'reatife, in which we may fec diftin&ly firft, by
what Steps he was led to the Improvem:nts he has made, where-
in they confift, and laftly, what are the Advantages that he thinks
may be expelted from them.

As to the firft of thefe, he acquaints us, That fince the principal
Diforders which appeared in the dead Bodies of fuch Perfons as had
been Cut upon the Staff by Fiere Facques, and which he had Opened,
proceeded only from this, ‘That his Statf being folid and round, it
was 1mpoffible for him, with all the Steddinefs of Hand he was Ma-
fter of, to guide the Pointof his Knife upon the Convex Part of .it fo
furely, as not to mifs it upon moft Occafions ; One would be apt to
think, that in order to rectify his Operation, and evite all the difmal

Accl-



Accidents that attended it, nothing fhould be requifite but to make
ufe of afurrow’d Catheter; and to adjuft the Length of it fo exaéily,

as not to run the Rifque of piercing the Bottom of the Bladder, as he
frequently did.

But if we confider further, (fays our Author) that the only Cafes in
which Frere Facques extracts the Store with more Facility than the other
Lithotomifts, are when he Cuts both the Neck and Body of the Blad-
der, which is the moft aftonifhing Part of his Operations, and was the
chief Thing that procured him the Liberty of Cutting in the two Hofpi-
tals ; and if we confider, on the other hand, that the wounding of thefe
Parts is the evident Caufe of the Incontinency of Urine and Fiftulas,
with which the moft Part of thofe who furvived his Operations were
affliGed: When thefe two Things are attended to, I fay, we will fee
that the Improvements I have mentioned are not {ufficient, but that it
is moreover abfolutely neceffary to abftain from cutting the Neck and
Body of the Bladder.

Again, if we refle&, that the Reafon why Frere Facques ever wounds
the Rettum, is only becaufe he begins his Incifion too low down, and
that the Opening of the Nerves and Blood Vefltls, from whence pro-
ceeded the Hemorrhages, Abfcefles, and Convulfions, which carried off
fo many of his Patients, happen’d by thrufting his Knife too far for-
ward ; we mult conclude, that it would be a much furer Way to begin
the Incifion in the Urethra, and end it at the Beginning of the Neck
of the Bladder (al’ entrée du col de la Veffie) which is very often dilated
by the Store, which the Contra&ion of the Fibres of the Body of the
Bladder has forced into the Cavity of it.

And' thercfore it is that I am inclined to think, that the greateft
Difliculty which the moft expert Lithotomifts find in extra&ing a
Stone, proceeds more feldom from the Neck of the Bladder than from
the Urethra; becaufe as they Cut the Urethra on the Fore-fide of the
(au devant) of the Offa Pubis, and the Neck of the Bladder lying behind
thefe Bones, there remains atleaft an Inch of the Urethra under that
Angle formed by their Union, which is not cut, and through which
the Stone muft pafs; that is, by a Way which 1s narrower than the Neck
of the Bladder ; it is this therefore which muft caufe the Difficulty.

S Upon
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‘Upon thefe Principles our Author’s Improvements are founded :
Wherein they conlift, he goes on to explain in the following Manner.

In order to rectify the ancient Operation, and that of Fiere Facques
likewile, and evite the Accidents which either accompany or follow
them; I believe it would be proper, the Patient firlt being placed and
tied in the ordinary Manner, to begin by thrufting a furrowed Catle-
ter into the Bladder with the Right Hand, then to hold it with the
Left, and turn that End of it towards the Right Groin, that the Con-
cave Part being directed to the Infide of the Left Os Pubis, the Groove may
lie a little obliquely.  Afterwards taking in the Right Hand a crooked
Biftoury well fixed in the Handle, between Three and Four Inches
long, Three Lines broad or thereabour, the Edge on the Convex Side,
and ending in a very fharp pointed Stilet, about an Inch in length,
thrult it directly into that Part of the Groove which lies in the An-
gle made by the Junétion of the Offa Pubis; conduét the Stilet all the
Way into the Neck of the Bladder (conduire le Stilet du Biftouri dans le
Col de la veffie) the Point of it being kept firm 1n the Groove of the
Catheter 5 then lowering the Hand, make the Incifion down from the
Neck of the Bladder, along the Infide of the Os Pubis, all the Way to
the Protuberance of the Ifchium. The Incifion being made, introduce
the Conduttors or Gorgeret and Fureeps 1n the ordinary Manner.

The Leipfick Fournalifts have rendered this Paflage of Monfieur Mery,
Conduive le Stilet du Biftouri dans Je ol de la weffie, Pars Aculeata Scalpells
ufqs in Vefica Collum adigenda ; by which it is plain, they conceived that
the Neck of the Bladder was to be pierced by the Stilet, it being in that
Senfe only that there could be any Force required, which is implied in
the Word adigere : But this is very far from being the Author’s Mean-
ing, the principal Part of his Improvement confifts in leaving the Neck of
the Bladder untouched ; and by conduéting the Stiles into the Neck of
the Bladder, he underftands no more than that as foon as the Stilet was
in the Groove of the Staff, the Operator fhould run it along that, all the
Way into the Canal or Cavity of the Neck of the Bladder, which i
collum vefica adigere can never be imagined to exprefs,

The Patient muft be made to lie upon the Right Side ; becaufe by
tlus,,Mr:an_s the Urine not having f{o ealy a Defcent towards the
Wound, will more readily be direéted into its former Channel, which

will
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will very much facilitate the Re-union of tlu? divided Parts ; and
the common Practice of Binding the Patients Thighs, near the Knecs,
mult not be omitted,

In this manner, according to Monficur Mery, may the Operation
for the Stone be improved ; and the Benefic which will refult there-
from, he thinks, will be very confiderable; for firft, the Stome may be
extradted with as much Facility as in Frere Facques Method, without
any Danger of the Accidents which attend it Likewife the great*ei%
Parc of thofe Inconveniencies which accompany the common Operation
will be evited, becaufe the Urethra will be cut all the Way to the Neck
of the Bladder, without touching the Mufcles of  the Penis, or wound-
ing any Part of the Scrotum, which is moft commonly attended with
Fluxions, Inflaimmations and Gangreen. Laltly, by following this Me-
thod, we fhall never be under any Neceffity of Cutting upon the Gripe,
either Men or Children, except when the Stowe is got into the Urerhra,
and fticks out in the Perineum ; and in that Cafe the common Way of
performing this Operation {uffers no Difficulry. (1)

This is the Account that Monfieur Mery has given us of his own
Method of Cutting Males, in order to extract the Stose ; whether ever
he put it in Practice or not is uncertain, but if we will be at pains to
compare it with Marianus’s Operation and that of Fiere Facques both to-
gether, it will be found that what is new in it is only the Place in which
he makes his Incifion, and the Figure of his Knife: And it we com~
pare it with each of thefe Methods by themfelves, it will deferve ra-
ther to be called an Improvement of that ot AMarianus, than of Frere
Facques ; tor, properly {peaking, it was the Place in which he obferved
this laft to make his Incifion, that led him to alter the Place where Ma~
vianus’s Followers make theirs, and pitch upon a new one equally diffe-
rent from both. 'The other Parts of Monfieur Mery’s Operation he has
no manner of Title to; but ftill, fince the Merit of an Invention is
only to be determined by its Ufefulnefs, did this fmall Improvement rid
his Operation of the Inconveniencies which the others are liable to,
he might juftly claim the fame Share of Acknowledgment from Man-
kind, as if he had invented a Method entirely new.

Monfieur Mery had no fooner {een Frere Facques make an Experiment
of his Method upon the dead Body of a Woman, but he thought of
'. - ' re@ify=



re€tifying that Part of his Operation likewife : For having made the
Refletions which have been already mentioned, concerning the Incon-
veniencies of it, he adds, That if it fhould appear from Experience,
that his Conjeftures about thefe Inconveniencies were ill grounded,
and that both the Wounds of the Vagina and Body of the Bladder are
eafily cured, he hath a Way to propofe tor Cutting of Women, which
muft {till be preferable to that ot the Monk. His Method is this:
Let a furrowed Catheter, {uch as is commonly ufed for Men, be intro-
duced into the Bladder, and with the Convex Part of it prefs down
to the Entry of the external Orifice of the Ukerus (a Pentrée de FOrifice
exterie de la Matrice) that Part of the Pagina which lies under the Ex-
tremity of the Body of the Bladder, and the Beginning of the Urethra
which is joined to it ; then cut that Part of the Vagina upon the Groove
of the Staff ; and thus it will be ealy to get into the Bladder without
hurting the Urethra, it the Incifion is made but a very little Way up in
the agina.

By this Method the Stoie may be extraéted out of the Bladder of a
Woman with the {fame Advantages that Frere Facques does it in Men ;
becaufe, as it muft pals through the Zagina, it will pafs out at the
broadeft Parc of the Angle which is formed by the Union of the
Offa Pubis.

It may likewife be made ufeof in young Gitls; and is undoubtedly
more fure and lefs painful than that ufed by Frere Facques. The
Wound made in the Fagina needs not be above T'wo Lines deep ;
whereas 1n his Method there muft be {everal Incifions, which taken all
together, are at leaft Three Inches deep; for he not only pierces the

Vagina twice, but the Wound he makes from the Buttocks into it is
altogether unneceflary.

This Method feems, moreover, to be better than that of Drawin
the Stone through the Urethra, becaufe as both that and the Sphiutter of
the Bladder remain untouched, there is no Danger of an Incontinency
of Urine, which moft commonly follows the other. (2)

The Suppofitions upon which Monfieur Mery builds the Advantages
of this new Method of Cutting Women, are, we fee, that Wounds in the
; Vagina
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Vagina and in the Body of the Bladder may be cured ; but tho’ upon
the Tryals he afterwards made on dead Bodies, he was fully fatisfied
how eafily it might be put in Practice, yet the Obfervations he had oc-
cafion to make of {uch as had beent Cut by Frere Facques, conivinced him
at length that thefe Suppofitions were falfe ; and confequently, that
this Method, however improved, was altogether to be rejected.  'Fhis
he teftifies in the following Words : As for Freve Facquss Way of Cut-
ting Women and young Girls, fince there remains always a Fiftula
from the Bladder into the Zagina, it is evident that neither that, nor
the Method in which I prepofed it to be amended, ought ever to be put
in Practice : There is no other Way left but to draw the Stoze through
the Urethra ; and tho’ an Incontinency of Urine fhould remain, it does
not make them incapable of Conceiving, which is very much to be feared
from that whiclrproceeds from a Fiftula. (3)

Before I take leave of Meonfieur Meiy, I cannot forbear remarking
that fomething very like the Way he here propos’d for Cutting of Wo-
men is mentioned by Monfieur Buffiere; but as that Author had put it
m Pra&ice before Frere Facques Operations were known to him, it can=
not be called an Improvement of thefe; and thercfore I did not take
Notice of it in that Place, which, as being publithed before that of
Monfieur Mery, it would otherwile have defgrved.

In Women, fays Mr. Buffiere, when the Srone is but indifferent big,
the old Way is preferable to'any other ; but if it was very big, then I
had rather thruft: my Finger into the Vagina, and bring the Stone as near
the Neck of the Bladder as can be, and cut the Membranes of the 27~
gina and Bladder upon the Szoize. 1 did Cut a» Woman: in Hambourgh by
that Way,. of which T drew a Stoire weighing five Ounces and: an half;,
who' did recover very well. By thisWay we did prevent the Inconti~
nency of Urine, which follows always the Extra&ion of great Stomrs in'
Women. (4)

REFERENCES.

(1) AfErys a p: 95. ad 70. (30 . p 700
M(z) . p. 30. (4) Phil. Tranf. 1699. p..106:
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Profeffor Raw’'s Method.

THE next Improvement of Frere Facques Operation for the Stoue,
was made by Mr. Rax in Holland : But before 1 lay before the
Reader wherein it confifted, I think it neceflary to make h:m a little
acquainted with that great Man’s Life, by a thort Abridgment of the
elegant and faichful Account which the learned Profeffor 4/binus has
lately publifhed of ir.

Fobn Fames Ranw was born at Baden, a {mall Town in the Circle of
Suabia in the Year 1668. His Father was a Wine Merchant, and in
fuch indifterent Circumftances, that he was obliged, as the beft Pro-
vifion he could make for his Son, to bind him Apprentice to a Surgeon
in Strasburg, before he was full Fourteen Years of Age: There he re-
mained Three Years; and in that T'ime thinking he knew enough of his
Bufinefs to gain his I..nmg in any Part of the World, he refolved to
bid adieu to his own Country, and try his Fortune Tomewhere elfe.
After he had travelled through fome Part of Germany, he went to
Hamburgh, from thence to Norway, where he lived at Bergen with Mr.
Franen the Surgeon, and {oon after to Amflerdam, being unable to en-
dure the rigorous Cold of that Climate. At Amfterdam he had the
good Luck to get.to be Surgeon of a Man of War, in which he went
to Span and other Counntries; and upon his return to Holland, he went
on board the Vice-Admiral of that Fleet, which brcught King William
to England. .

During
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During his Service at Sea, he found Means to fave as much Money
as enabled him to go to Leyden, and there ftudy Phyfick for fome
Time ; after which he went to Paris to improve himfelf in Anatomy
and Surgery under Du Verney, Mery, Marefchal, Roumart, Old Petit, and
others. In 1694, he returned to Leyden, and there took his Degree of
Docétor ot Phyfick, being then but Twenty-fix Years of Age,

Being by this Time weary of a wandring Courfe of Life, he refolv’d
to {ettle at Amflerdam, and to teach Anatomy, and practice Phyfick
and Surgery : He remained there fomething more than Eighteen Years ;
but Two of them were not paft beftore he had already acquired fo
great a Reputation in Anatomy, that the Magiftrates of that City ap-
pointed him to diflect in the publick Theatre. He was likewife fo
{uccefsful in the Pratice of Surgery, that he was fent for all over Hol-
Jand by thofe who needed his Affiftance, and for the Sake of no Ope-
ration fo much as that of Cutting for the Stome, which he performed up-
on above Sixteen Hundred People, with the greateft Applaufe, and
equal Succefs.

In 1705, he was fent for to Leyden, to give fome Publick Leffons of
Anatomy; and in 1713, he was made Profeflor of Phyfick, Anatomy,
and Surgery, in that famous Univerfity, upon the Death of Doéor Bid-
Joo. While he remained in Health, he was extremely diligent in dif-
charging the Functions of that honourable Profeffion ; but his Health
abandoned him above Four Years betore his Death, which happened in
a very lamentable Manner on the 18th Day of September 1719. in the

Fifty firft Year of his Age.

Befides the Anatomical Treafure which he bequeathed to this Uni-
verfity, and of which we are obliged for a very ample and methodical
Account to the Author of his Life, he left the World his Oration De
Methodo Anatomen Docendi & Difcendi, pronounced on the Day of his
Reception as Profeffor at Leyden; a Latin Letter De luventoribus Septi
Scroti, and a Defence of it againft Dr. Ruyfeh; together with feveral
Improvements both in Anatomy and Surgery, the Chief of which may
be juftly reckon’d the Difcoveries he has made of the true Method of
Curting for the Stone.

As
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As for D, Raw’s Chara&et, I cannot give it better than in the Words
of his elegane Hiltorian, Fuit Corpore Maguo, & Robufle, {ays Albinus,
cgregiague & wixili plane forma ; wultn Severe, & torva nomuibil tueute.
Fuit Awimo geunerofo. &' alueri 5 torus tamwen. paulo fervidior atque commotior.
Caterur Ingeniofus Laboriofus & atteutus 5 avque ghrie [emper cupidiffimus ;
quam woie arte, fed, aperte palamgue meritis fuis acquiere fudebat.  Vixis in
Cxlibatu parce & Sobrie, libere tamen O cum amicis bilarus.  Adulari admo-
dum non poterat, weque [uftinere din fimulationem. Itaque nemini facile &
diu paicere Jolebat 5 Jed alios veprehendebat, evvores evellere conabatuw 5 dn mul-
to5 vehementins quogue inveilus, prafertime fi quos in fua arte a wero abeffe
exifimaret.  Quod quim nan_tamn carpends; aus ladends libidine feciffe ovedimus,
guam. veritatis afferenda & defendenda [tudiq atque impern quodam, & giod non
provfus abjecte.de fe [entiver.  Quemadmoduym: etiam. uon: tam vitio vertendum ei
effe. videtun quod verbis & moribus fuerit afpevion; quam. admirandum potius,
talem. adbuc evafifle,, qui. vitam tam duram. & ervaticam, & tam ab omii
hupnanitate (T urbanitate. vemotams. egerit in ea atate, qua. flexibiles hominum
aguimos,. ficut moliffimam. ceram, ad arbitrinm. fere fociorum, O ut fovs tulerity
Jormari, G, flugi novimus,

Thus far concerning the Life of our famous Lithotomift ; we go on
now, to. the.fame A/binus’s Account of his Lithotomy.

Amongit the other Parts of Surgery which Raw had learned at Paris;
the Operation for the Stone by what is calledithe great Apparatus wasone,
and, it 1S, certain,, that for fome: time after be fixed: atv Amflerdam; he
pra&is’d. it in.that manner himfelf ; but upon-{geing Frere Facques Cur
in Holland, and having examined the Bodies of many fucli as died! in
that Monk’s Hands, he from that Time changed his Method of Cut-
ting in the Manner which we are now to explain,

- Several Accounts.have.been publifhed, and; many. more handedabout
cqncerni_rqgf this. Method- of; Profeflor- Raw, but-alliof them trifling, falfe,
and imperfedt; and had net; the learned. D. Albinus; who had often: feen
Raw Cut, and. is. a, perfeét; Judge ofi thefe Mattersy thought it worth
his while to,oblige the World with an accurate and particular Relation
of all. the Steps. of; his. Qperation, we muit have defpaired of ever: ha-
ving a true Knowledge of it.
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I fhall trouble the Reader but with Two of thefe Accounts, both of

them printed ; the firlt by a Saxon Phyfician ; and the other, of which
fomething has already been faid, by Mr. Chefelden.

We are told by the Phyfician, that in his T'ravels through Eugland
and Holland, he arrived on a certain Time at Amflerdam ; and being
there refolved to attend Dr. Raw’s Courles of Anatomy and Surgery,
amongf{t other Curiofities he {aw there, one was the Operation for the
Stone perform’d by him.

'The 7th Day of February 1707, {ays the Traveller; I and Mr. Wick-
ham went with our Mafter Rau to Croimenic, a Village near Harlem,
where a Boy was to be Cut ; which was done in the Prefence of two
Surgeons and Burghers of the faid Town. After the Body was dif-
pofed in a proper Polture with his Arms bound, and his Pofteriours
laid higher than his Head, and his Feet fo tied, that the Part to be
Cut could not be moved; Mr. Rax kneeling with one Knee upon the
Thable, fets himfelf direétly before the Patient, thrufting in a common
Catheter moiften’d with Oil into the Yard; at lalt meeting with the
Stone, he withdraws that, and puts in another Catheter, {o deep that he
might feel it upon the Perinaum with his Fingers ; then he makes an
Incifion in the Left Side of the Perineum, four Fingers breadth from
the T'uberofity of the Os Jjchium, or Huckle Botie, and a Fingers breadth
from the Awns, which Place of [Incifion the Catheter deprefles to=
wards the Perinawm.  His Incifion: Knife was guarded a Thumbs
breadth, looking like a common Launcet, which was not laid above
the length of the firlt Joint of the Finger : Firlt he cut the Skin, and
then making an Incifion through the Fat and the Mufcles, he applied
his Jrinerary ; after which he penetrated the Neck of the Bladder, then
putting in the Penknife into the Wound, holding it ftrongly with his
Hand, he delivered it to me ; but in the mean time fnatched up his
Forceps, and. drawing out his Penknife, he thruft it in betwixt the Zti=
unerary and Conduétor, dilating the Lips of the Wound by thofe two faid
Inftruments, by which means he happily drew out the Srowe. When it
was extraCied it was of the Size of a little Hen’s Egg, moiften’d with
Blood, and on one Side furrounded with a {fmall little Membrane,
where perhaps it had an Adhefion to the Side of the Bladder. It was
almoft of a round Figure and uneven, like a large Sand or gretty Stone.
Cleanfing the Wound with a Spunge, he applied nothing but a ljttle
Lint ; and {o binding up the Patient he put him to Bed, placing under
his Buttocks fome Oatmeal to receive the Urine, that would run from

U the



(74 )

the Wound and the Faces upon Occafion, He ordered the Curtains of the
Bed to be drawn clofe, that the Light might not difturb the Patient’s
Reft, to compofe whom he ordered an Anodyne Emulfion to be drunk
ad Libitum. After the Operation, and the Sick being jult laid upon
the Bed, he cried out of exquifite Pains in the Glans of the Yard, when
the Stone was taken away, which happens by Confent ; in all which the
Membrane of the Urethra has with the inward Membrane of the Bladder.

On the 7th of March, I {faw another Lithotomy or Operation for
the Stone performed by my Mafter on a Fewifh Boy of Seven Years old;
in which, befides what I have already told you, nothing particular hap-
pened, except the falling down of the Juteftinum Rellum, occafioned by
the Cries of the Patient ; which lubricating with Qil he put up again

with his Fingers, leaft it fhould hinder him in his Operation.

'By comparing this Aecount of Rau's Operation with that which is
given by Albinus, it will be very ealy to fee how full it is of Miftakes,
that is, how much it is of a-piece with all the reft of this Author’s Book.

Mr. Chefelden makes Rau’s Method to be the fame with that of Eyere
Facques ; tor after tranfcribing {fome few Things from Dionis about that,
he tells us, that the late Mr. Raw, Profeffor of Anatomy at Leyden, per-
form’d it afterwards in Holand, Cutting exaltly between the Entrance
of the Ureters, and with great Succefs,

-

It isnot a little furprizing how Mr. Chefelden, who is fo perfe&ly well
acquainted with the true Structure of thefe Parts of the Body, came to
let him{elf be fo grofly impos’d upon by the Perfon thatgave him this Ac-
count of Rau’s Operation, which the leaft Refleétion muft have convinced
him to be falfe and impoffible, as fhall be prefently fhown. What he
has added, is I believe very juft ; at leaft it deferves the Attention of all
fuch as fhall ever undertake the Pradtice of Mr. Rau’s Operation. In
my Opinion, f{ays he, this Way of Cutting exceeds the two former,
(that is, the greater and lefler Apparatus) and would be yet better, if
the Bladder was filled with Water before the Operation, -

Thefe, and many other fuch as thefe Accounts, have been given of

S P S S ;
Mr. Raz’s Method of Cutting’ for the Stoie 5 and I have only fet down
twe
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two Samples of them, to fhow what need there was of a more exa& and
compleat Explanation of an Operation, which the Succefs wherewith it
was attended muft recommend to our molt {erious Thoughts. This
the ingenious Dr. Albinus has fully executed inthe Manner which we
now proceed to {how.

After having explained the Method of Cutting ufed by Frere Facquer,
and given his Opinion ot ir, which as we have already feen, he con-
cludes with this Obfervation, That it had better never have been
heard of, had it not ferved as a Hint to lead Rau to the Difcovery of
his: He goes on to inform us, that Rax having fully examined the Stru-
&ure and Situation of thefe Parts, which are either to be cut or
fhun’d in this Operation, difcovered the only Defe&t ot Frere Facques
Method to be the Want of fome Way whereby the Inftruments might
be fafely and fecurely direfted towards the proper Place of the Bladder.
This he alfo found out, and ufled it with the greateft Succefs. It can-
not therefore be deny’d but that Frere facques fhewed Rau the Way ;
for this, however, he ought always to be praifed and valued, that by
his own Skill and Induftry he made that Addition to the Operation,
by which alone it is rendered {ure and fafte, and preferable to all that
have hitherto been invented, whereas before, it was dangerous, un-
certain, and oftentimes fatal.

His Addition confifted in a Catheter furrowed or grooved on the
Convex Side, which he thruft through the Urethra into the Bladder,
that Convex Side prefling againft the Part of it which was to be Cut,
{o as to be felt without ; and by this Means ferving to dire&t him in
making the Wound in the Skin, in thrufting in the Knife, fo 2s to
cut the Bladder upon it, and in introducing the other Inftruments
which guide the Forceps ftrait into the Wound, as was pra&ifed in -
the great Apparatus.

But as the Common Cuatleters made Ufe of by thofe who cut the
Urethra in the Perincum, are tor the moft part too little bent to be able
to prefs fuficiently againit the proper Place of the Bladder, he invented
a new one, different from the others ; firft, in that where the crooked
Part, and confequently the Groove begins, the Curvature was greater,
and alfo in that the Roffrum or Beek at the other Extremity of the
crooked Part was f{traiter and longer, that the Knife might be at

more



" more Liberty to run both Ways upon it, and fo make a large Wound
in the Bladder. The Comparifon of the Stru&ure of thefe Parts in

the humane Body, with what was to be done in the Operation, {eem
to have led him to thefe Things.

He placed the Patient, ty’d him, and ordered him to be held almoft
in the {fame Manner as they who cut the Urethra in the Perinaum, except
that he laid him upon his Back on a low Table, in fuch a Manner as

that his Back was lower than his Buttocks, for the more convenient
Situation of the Part to be cut.

Then he kneeled down before the Patient upon his Right Knee, his
Left Leg being erect, and making an acute Angle with the Thigh, the
better to {upport his Body.

Next laying hold of the Penis with his Lefc Hand, with his Right
he thruft the Catlerer artfully into the Bladder.

Then taking the Handle of the Catherer between the Fingers and
Thumb of his Lett Hand, he turned it gently and warily towards the
Patient’s Belly and right Groin, that the furrowed Convex Side there-
of might be apply’d to that Part that was to be Cut ; thart is, as has
been already faid, to the Left Side near the Neck, and {fomething to-
wards the lower and back Part.

This being done, he prefled the Catheter gently towards that Part,
and at the fame time put his Right Thumb upon the foft Place of ‘the
Buttocks, on the Left Side of the 4uus, between that and the great
Protuberance of the Os Ifthium, upon which we fit, juft oppofite to the
Convex Part of the Catleter.

Then prefling the Catketer gently towards his Right Thumb, and at
“the fame time his Right Thumb towards the Catbeter, from the Left
and lower Parts to the Right and upwards, he difcovered and marked
the exaét Place on the Qut-fide which was oppofite to the Conyex FPart
of the Catheter, for there the Incifion was to be begun,

This
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This Place was on the Left Side of the 4rus, about an Inch, or twe
E:ingers breadth from that, towards the Protuberance of the Ifchinm.
Ee chole it no nearer the Anus, for tear ot hurting the Zuteftinum Reélinn;
and no furcher from it, that he might not be obliged to thruft the
Knife too obliquely towards the Catheter : However, according to the
Difference of Age and Stature, Structure, and Largenefs of thefe Parts,
he cut the Skin fometimes nearer the Aiws, fometimes farther from ir;
and fometimes a little higher or lower ; but the Convex Part of the
Catheter, which pre{s’d upon the Bladder, always directed him to thePlace.

This being difcovered, he began by Cutting through the Skin and
a {mall Part cf the Fat. He made the Wound ftraic and long, from
above downwards, and a little inclined outwards towards the Protu-
berance of the Ifchium, to keep farther from the Inteftinum Reitum, A~
bout this firlt Incifion, however, he was not very follicitous,

As foon as it was made, he thruft into it that Part of his Right
Thumb or Fore-Finger, which is oppofite to the Nail, to feel the Staff ,
which he kept with his Left Hand apply’d to that Part of the Blad-
der which he was to cut, with all poffible Steddinefs.

When he had found the Staff he pulled back his Thumb, and thruft
the Point of his Knite immediately into the Wound, not very deep at
firft ; and direéing it with all the Caution he could towards the Staff,
he cut gently all that came in his Way: And for fear of wounding the
Inteftinum Retum, he moft commonly firlt thruft his Finger into the
Anus, to examine the Situation of it precifely, that fo he might be able
to fhun it with the greater Certainty.

When by thefe gentle Steps his Knife had got almoft to the Bladder,
he thruft his Thumb or Fore-Finger again into the Wound to feel for
the Catheter as before, to replace it, if by any Motion of the Patient it
had changed its Situation, and 2lfo to remind himfelf of the Pofition of
the Convex Part of it, upon which he was immediately to cut the Bladder.

In doing this he ufed more Caution and Circumfpeétion than before s
He firft begged of the Affiftants not to let the Patient move any Parr,
efpecially his Buttocks, and of the Patient himfelf to keep as quict as -
poflible ; then holding the Catbeter ‘ii xed in 1ts Place with the Left
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Hand, with the other he approached the Knife towards it, through the
Wound, without making any further Incifion, but only carefully direét-
ing the Point. 'Thisdone he thruft it into the Groove of the Catheter
with all the Attention and Warinefs he was Mafter of : And it was
eafy for him to know when he was right, by the Point of his Knife
prefling upon the Bottom of the Groove, and upon the Sides of it when
he moved it gently either Way.

Then carrying the Knife along the Groove both upwards and down-
wards, but moftly downwards, and favouring the Motions of it by the
Pofition of the Catheter, he made a pretry large Wound in the Blad-
der. The Situation of the Staff made the Incifion incline a little from
above outwards, and the Sccurity of the Neighbouring Parts made it
neceflary it fhould do fo.

He continued to take Care that the Staff thould not flip from the
Wound, and with his Fingers examined the Largenefs of it, feeling
at the fame Time for the naked Catheter, it he had any Sufpicion that
it was out of its Place; for it was necellary that the Groove fhould be
clofe to the Incifion, that he might with the more Security thruft the
Male Conduétor into it,

Therefore having again defired the Patient to lie ftill, he took the
Male Conduétor into his Right Hand, and pufhed it carefully and
fteddily through the Wound towards the Catheter ; and after fome few
Tryals, fixed it in the Swleus without any thing being intercepted be-

tween them, which it was eafly to judge, both by the Refiftance and
Hardnefs of the Staff.

When he was affured of this, he puthed the Conduifor with more
Force, and thruft back the Staff, drawing the Handle of it gently to-
wards him at the fame time.

By this Means the Convex Part of it retired from the Wound into
the Cavity of the Bladder, and the Conduflor remaining {till in the Sulous
was fafcly guided thither likewife ; and by moving it gencly up and
down, he difcovered either by its touching the niked S:aff or the Stone,
that 1t was really 1n the Cavity of the Bladder where he wanted it to be.

The
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The other Parts of this Operation were performed as by the great
Apparatus ; for wich his Righc Hand he kept the Male Cunduétor in the
Bladder, and with his Left drew the Catheter out through the Urethra.
Then he took the Male Conduttor into his Left Hand, and upon that
direGed the Female into the Bladder with his Right ; afterwards hold-
ing the two Conduétors at a fufficient Diftance with his Left Fingers, he
thrult the Forceps between them into the Bladder with his other Hand,
and prefently drew out the Female Condutlor,

"Then he felt with the Forceps for the Stone, that he might be fure that
Infirument had not mifled its Way, but was really within the Bladder,
and afterwards drew out his Male Conduétor likewife.

He ufed to open the Forceps with a confiderable Force feveral times to-
gether, both to dilate the Wound and Bladder, and loofen it as much
as he could trom the Stone.

When this was done, he fearched for, laid hold of, and extra&ed the
Stone with the Forceps, with all the fame Precautions which they com-
monly do, and always ought to ufe, who pertorm this Operation by
Cutting the Urethra 1n the Perinaum.

As foon as one Stone was taken out, he thrult other Inftruments into
the Bladder, to dilcover if there were any more behind; and with a
proper Scoop, and very often with his Fore-Finger, he brought away
any {mall Bits of Stones, Sand or clotted Blood, and then the Patient
was laid in a Bed upon his Back,

He put neither Tent, Plaiter nor Bandage upon the Wound, but
kept it open for fome Days after the Operation; and in the mean time
ordered the Patient as much Prifane or weak Emulfion as he could
drink ; that the Urine flowing firft copioufly into the Bladder, might
wa(h it throughly, and then running out at the Wound, might carry
along with it the Sand, Blood, or whatever el{e might remain,  After-
wards he cured the Wound, as other frefh Wounds ufually are,

With how great Dexterity, and in how fhort a Time he always per-
formed this Operation, there are innumerable Witnefles to teftity’; a-
mong whom I could name feveral Perfons of Probity, Learning and Chg-
rafter, who are ftill alive. How well and how fuccefsfully he operated,#
the Event afterwards proved ; for the far greateft Part not only furvived
the Operation, and did very well after it, but recovered in an incredi-
bly fhort Time fo perfectly, as never to be afllicted with a Filtula, invo-
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juntary Flux of Urine, Barrennefs, or any other Accidents which fo
oftend attend thofe in whom the Urinary Paflages have been Cut.

And tho’ this Method may feem more difficult to be put in Prafice
upon Women ; yet even thefe he Cut the fame Way, provided they were
Maids, or had never had Children : peither are there Inflances wanting
of his Succels among {uch as had.

This excellent Account has Dr. Albinus given us of Rax’s Method of
Cutting for the S:tome, in which he has omitted nothing that can any
Way contribute to its being fully underilood, if it is not that he has fet
down no Obfervations made on the Bodies of fuch as died before the
Wound was cured; by which we fhould have had a more certain Account
of all the Parts cut, than is to be found in this Relation at prefent.

But now, if wecompare a little this Method with all thofe that went
before it, it will be found to contain nothing of any Confequence that
can be called New, except the extraordinary Skill and Dexterity of the
Operator, and his cautious, prudent and attentive Manner of Opera-
ting. 1t is to thefe Things only, that is owing any Difterence to be
obferved in either his Inftruments, or thefeveral Steps of his Operation ;
which Differences deferve not fo much to be call’d New Inventions, as
the making the beft Ufe of what was already invented. The principal
Thing wherein his Way of Cutting differs from that of Mariauus, is in
the Place in which he makes his Incifion; but this his Hiltorian owns
to be the {ame with that where Fiere facques made his; tho’, as have
{ufficiently proved, that Monk’s Defign was to make it in another Place.
Again, he differs from Frere Facgues Methods in the Inftruments he
ufes, and the manner of ufing them; but all this he took from the great
Apparatus, except the ftraic Roftrum of his S:aff, as Mery had done be-
fore him ; tho’ I do not think it at all probable that he had feen Mery’s
Book, before he had compofed the Theory of his own Operation. Mr.
Raw’s principal Meric therefore confifts in having made a judicious
Colle&ion of the Parts of feveral Methods, which were attended with
the greateft Advantages and lealt Inconveniencies, and framing thefe
into one Regular Operation, which in his Hands has been perhaps more
{uccefsful than any hitherto difcovered ; but whether it will continue
fo to be, if brought into Praéiice a-new, muft be left to Experience
and Time to determine.
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N the Beginning of the foreg going Chapter, I obferved that tho’ fe-
I veral Accounts of Profeflor Ran’s Operation for the Swie have been
publifhed, and many more handed about by thofe who pretend to
have feen him Cut, yet they are all both impertect and tull of Miftakes;
and that it is entirely owing to the learned and accurate Dr. Aﬂémm,
that this great Man’s Method was not for ever loft to Pofterity.

As {foon as the Do&or’s Book was publifhed at Leyden, he did me
the Honour, amongft feveral of his ingenious Friends here in London, to
fend it me in a Prefent ; and at the next Meeting of the Royal Seciety,
1 thought proper to lay before them an Abftraét in Englifh of that Parc
of it which relates to Mr. Raw’s Operation for the Stone ; together with
feveral Preparations, from which I cﬂmnnﬂrat&d and deferibed the Parts
concerned in it.

Thefe Preparations I have had now a good many Years by me : They
make part of a compleat Collection that I have made, by “Iuch all the
poffible Ways of getring in to the Humane Bladder, in order to extraét
a Stone, may with the greateft Clearnefs be illuftrated; and the Advan-
tages and Inconveniencies of each of them, as far as thefe depend
on tlée Strufture of the Parts, with the greatelt Certainty deter-
mine

Of thefe Ways, 1 always reckoned that pra&is’d by Profeflor Rau to
be one, long before I had heard any thing of his true Method, or even
of that of Frere Facques, from which it is taken ; and indeed, my Pre-
parations will ferve to dirett in every Step of his Operation, and point
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out the Parts that are cither to be Cut or avoided init, as fully as if
1 had had Albinus’s Book before me when I went about them. And I
will venture to fay, thatthe Examination of fuch Preparations as thele,
when freth Subjeéts cannot be had, which every Surgeon and Anatomiit
muft know is too often the Cafe with ws, 1s the fur&l% and eafielt Way to
enable us to underftand, and make the right Ufe of what has been
written upon the Subject of Lithotomy, which of late Years has made
fo much Noife in our Phyfical World.

But to return from this fhort Digreflion : If I may judge by the E-
vent, what 1 then offered to the Royal Socicty was by many Members
ot that Honourable Body thought no unfuitable Entertainment for
them ; for from that Time {everal worthy Phyficians and Surgeons, ha-
ving carefully read Albinus’s Book, and examined my Preparations, be-
gan to think ferioufly of introducing the Praétice of it amongft us.
And I moft willingly embrace this Opportunity of doing Juftice to the
ingenious Dr. Bamber and Mr. Chefelden, by declaring in a publick
manner, (what I had many Opportunities of knowing, having affifted
at moft of the Experiments they made on dead Bodies) that as it was
their Turn to Cut in the two great Hofpitals of this City the following
Seafon ; I beheld with the utmoft Pleafure, the Alacrity, Induftry and
Application with which they foon made themfelves Mafters, each in the
Way that fuited his Genius beft; of the true Method of performing an
Operation, which they thought they had all the Reafons that Theory
could furnifhy to prefer even to the high Way of Cutting, which both
of them had for a confiderable Time praétis’d with great Succefs:

On the 7th Day of laft Augnft, Dr. Bamber made the firft Tryal of
it on living Bodies in St. Bartholomew’s Holpital, and fince that Time
he has made {everal more. 1n all thels Operations he has thought it
proper to follow every Step of Mr. Rauw’s Method, except that he filled
the Bladder moderately with Water ; and theretore, as his Dexterity
and Skill in every Operation he goes about are {ufficiently known, there
remains no more to be faid about them ; fave only, that as far as can
be judged from the Number he has Cut, his Succefs is hitherto at leaft
cqual to that of Mr. Raw.

Mr.



My, Chefelden began to Cut in St. Thomas's Hofpital a few Days after
Dr. Bamber ; but as he has thought fit to vary Profeflor Rau’s Me-
thod confiderably, I muft beg leave to infift a little more on his Opera-~

tion,

I have already mention’d an Account of Rax’s Method given by Mr.
Chefelden, in the Preface to his Treatife on the High Operation for the
Stone, publifhed 1723, as he had received it from thofe who had been
Scholars to Mr. Raw, and feveral times préfent at his Operations. His
Informations were indeed very lame and imperfeét 5 but vet, even from
thefe, he had conceived fo favourable an lIdea of thar Method, as to
think it preferable either to that of Celfus or Muariauus ; and withal,
that it would be ftill more fo, if the Bladder was firft filled witl
W ater. i ‘ . . d

Albinus’s late Treatife has, as I have already remarked; given this in-
gentous and moft expert Surgeon an Opportunity of examining the
whole Matter with more Clearnefs and Certainty than he had done be-
fore ;' and the Fruit of rthe Pains he has been at, 'is not only to confirm
him in his former favourable Opinion ofit; butalfo to bring it to (ucha
degrec of Perfetion, as in his Judgment makes it preferable to all the
Methods of Cutting that have ever been invented.

Now, as Mr. Chefelden’s Method muft be reckon’d an Improvement of
that firlt attempted by Firere Facques, a Delcription of it, fuch as a
Spetiator 1s able to give, does even upon that Account very well deferve
a Place in the Hiftory I have ventured to write of the Lateral Operation
for the Stone : And if, in what 1 fhall fay about it, I fhall happen to mi-
ftake or omit any material Circumftance, I wifh that may ferve as an
Inducement to the happy Improver to rectify and compleat whatever is
amifs or wanting in mine, by.obliging the Publick himfelf with a more
accurate and full Account of his own Operation,

The Table upon which the'Patient is placed is higheft at that End
upon which his Buttocks reft 5 and by means of a Pillow'laid under
him there, and another under his Head when he lies upon his Back,
his Belly 1s lower than any other Part of his Body.

His



His Buttocks ate placed upon the Edge of the Table, and his Knecs
being.leparated from one another, and bent as much as they can be con-
veniently, his Wrifts and Ancles are tied together; and he is kepr in
thatSituation by three Affiftants, One at each Leg, and a Third at his
Head ; who preflfes with his two Hands upon the Patient’s Shoulders,
to keep him from retiring backward from the Operator.

The Pament being brought from his Bed in a Night-Gown, and
fityated in this Manner, the Operator thrufts an hollow grooved Steel
Cathetery through the Urethrg into the Bladder; and with a Syringe
mounted with an Ox’s Ureter, inje&ts as much warm Water into it as
the Patient can bear without Pain, in the {fame Manner as is done in
the High Operation. Into one Patient of about Eighteen Years of
Age, and who had a Stone weighing Six Ounces and a Quarter, Mr.
Chefelden injeéted Seven Qunces of Water ; but he thinks the Quantity

may always be determined by the Complaints of the Patient without
obferving any other Rule.

)

When the Water 1s injected, and fecured from running out, by tying
round the Pewis a narrow Slip of Flannel, he gives the End of the Ca-
theter to an intelligent Affiftant to hold ; whofe principal Care is to
keep it from rifing, but not at all to direét the Groove to the Place

where the_Incifion is to be made, for a Reafon that we fhall hear pre-
{ently.

Then the Operator having feared himfelt upon a Chair, the Heighth
of which is fuitable te that of the Table on which the Patient islaid,
rakes a pointed Knife with a Convex Edge, and beginning about an
Inch above the A4uus, on the Left Side of the Raphe, between the
Accelerator Urina, or as I name that Mufcle, Confirittor Urethra, and the
Ereftor Penis, he makes an Incifion downwards by the Side of the
Sphinfter Ani, a little obliquely outwards as it delcends trom Two
and an Half to Four Inches in Length, according to the Age of the
Patient, er Size and Structure of the Parts, This firlt Incifion he en-
deavours to make all at one!Stroke, foas to cut through the Skin, Fac
and all, or Part of the Levator Ani, which lies in his Way.

As
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As foon as this is done, he thrufts the Fore-Finger of his Le't Hand
into the Middle of the Wound, in order to prels the Iuteffinum Reftum
to one Side, that it may be in lefs Danger of being Cut ; and taking a
crooked Knife in his other Hand, with the Edge on the Concave Side,
he thrults the Point of it through the Wound clofe by his Fingemninto
the Bladder, between the Peficula Seminalis and Os Ifchium of the {fame
Side ; then lowering his Hand, he continues this fecond Incifion up-
wards, till the Point of his Knife comes out at the upper Part of the firft.

This Incifion being finifhed, he thrufts the Fore-Finger of his Left
Hand through the Wound into the Cavity of the Bladder ; and having
felte and fecured the Stome, he introduces his Forceps upon his Finger,
and endeavours to lay faft hold of the Stone with it ; then he pulls out
" his Finger, and taking the Forceps in both Hands, he extraés the Stone
with greater or lefs Facility, according to the Size thereof, or Largenefs
of the Wound he has made.

If there are more Stones than one, he feels for the relt with his
Finger, then introduces his Forceps, and extrafls them in the fame
manner.

During the whole Operation, the Catheter remains in the Bladder ;
and all that the Afliftant who holds it has to mind is, as has been al-
ready faid, to keep it from rifing. By this means Mr. Chefelderz thinks
the Bladder is prefled down fufficiently to facilitate the Entry of the
Forceps upon his Finger without the Ufe of any DireGor ; and it being
filled with Water, there 1s no occafion to Cut upon a Groove ; neither is
there any danger of laying hold of the Catheter with the Forceps, if due
Care is taken to manage that rightly after it is in the Bladder,

In this Method of Operating there are but one or two Arterial
Branches cut, from which there is any Danger of an Hemorrhagy, and
not always from them neither: However, if after the Wound is well
cleanfed and wafhed with a wetted Spunge, any Quantity of Blood
continues to run, he ties the Veflels immediately ; and then having ap-
" plied Pledgets of dry Lint and other proper Dreflings, the Patient is af=
terwards carried to Bed,

Z This
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This is Mr. Chefelden’s regular Method of Cutting; and when
no Accident happens, which it was impoffible to be aware of be-
fore the Operation, he has been feldom above a Minute (fometimes
lels) between the Beginning of the firft Incifion and Extra&ion of the
Stone.

‘There are Circumftances, however, in which he finds it neceflary to
vary {ome Steps of his Method. Thefe, as far as I have been Witnefs
to, or can remember them, are as follows :

Firft, When having laid hold of the Store with the Forceps, he finds
by the Force it takes to draw it out, or other Signs, that it is very large,
rather than expofe the Patient to the Danger and Pain of a violent Di-
Jaceration ng the Parts, he chufes either with a Pair of Sciflars, if it is
the upper Part, or his Knife if the lower, to'enlarge the Wound by an

additional Incifion.

“Secondly, IF after the fecond Incifion is made, he finds by the Finger
which he endeavours to thruft into the Bladder, that the Cathbeter has
flip’d into the Wound, which, by the ftraining of the Patient and other
Accidents, fometimes happens ; then he withdraws his Finger, and
inftead thereot thrufts a Gorgeret into the Groove of the Catheter, upon
which he introduces his Forceps in the ordinary Manner. It is only
with a View to this Accident, that he prefers a grooved Catheter to one
entirely round, fuch as was uled by Frere Facques,

" Thirdly, When the Affiftant, who holds the Catheter, gives him any
ground to think that he has laid hold of that with the Forceps inftead’of
the Stone; which, tho’ he believes it will rarely happen, yet is not im-~
poffible ; he orders it immediately to be pulled out, and then endeavours
to lay hold of and- extra& the Stone without that Conveniency which the
prefling down of the Bladder would afford him, if he fhould be obliged
to introduce his Fureeps oftner than once.

| Fourthly, When by the Smallnefs or Situation of the Swwe, he finds
this Method to be eafier or more fate, he thrults his Fingers into the
Anus 5 and having prefs’d the Stone towards the Orifice of the Wound,

he



he pulls it out with his other Hand, without ufing any ° Forcps
at-all.

Laftly, When he feels, either by his Finger, or the Refiftance the
Stone makes to the Force with which he firives to draw it out, that
there is any kind of Conftriction, either of the Ureters or Membranes
of the Bladder about it, he endeavours by thrulting his Fingers into the
Auus, or other proper Methods, to bring that Part near the Orifice of the
Wound ; and then with his Knife he cuts thefe Membranes which had
formed the Sphiniter ; and thus the Stone being difengaged is extralted
with the greateft Eafe.

As I have here defcribed Mr. Chefelden’s new Operation nearly in the
fame Order that 4/binus has followed: in that of Mr. Rau, it will be
ealy for the Reader to perceive what' Additions or Alterations are
owing to him, or, in one Word, what Improvements he has made ;
fo that it would be altogether {uperfluous to lengthen this Pof/cript any
further, by comparing them together,

M. Chefelden has hitherto Cut but Severr Patients this Way that I
know of ; and whoever has heard of the wonderful Succe(s which at-
tended his Practice of the High Operation, will have but little room to
doubt of the happy Event of his-prefent Method, in which even thefe
firlt Tryals have fucceeded egmally, if .not beyond whatever he could
boaft nfy in the former. e

To conclude: Were I not afraid of being thought to pafs the Bounds I
prefcribed to my felf in this Hiftory, of only relating and comparing Fa&s
together, without interpofing my own Judgment, I might add, that in my
Opinion there is nothing wanting in Mr. Chefeldeir’s Method of performing
the Lateral Operation, by which it can in any refpeét be improved, except
the Ule of crooked Forceps upon fome Occafions ; for I have frequently
obferved at both Hofpitals, that the Stowe is much more eafily extraced,
when it lies on that Side of the Bladder in which the Incifion is made,
then when it lies on the other, efpecially if the Cavity to be obferved
there, is of a preternatural Depth or Breadth, as it fometimes happens,
Therefore when this 1s the Cafe, I am of Opinion that if the For-
ceps were a little crooked, the Srome might with lefs Difficulty be laid

hold
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hold of, than by the ftrait ones which have been hitherto ufed. It is
true, that crooked Forceps will be weaker than the others ; but the dif-
ference in Strength would be more than compenf{ated by the Facility of
charging the Store ; becaufe in this, rather than in the Force ngceflary

to extract it when laid hold of, the Inconveniency I am talking about
feems to confift.
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