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APPROBATION

3 N

D.F. BAPT. DODART,

- Counfellor of State in Ordinary, and
Firft Phyfician to his Majefty Lewis XV.
smicgn) HE Author of this Book_ acquaints us with
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a new Method of mnE the Venereal Difs
eale, by Remediesy, which will adape them
Jelves to the Temper and Difpofition of a
Daticnt ; working either by Perfpiration or by Urine,

but more iamm&fy by Stool 5 and 2which cure hin yadi-

cally, withont expofing him to the dangerons Inconvenin
 ences of Salfvatiop.  He relates feveral happy Experi-
" aments of its try'd in part in the Prefence of fome emi-
ment Phyficians.  His difcoveries are founded npon the
moft Solidjreafoming, on the different Ways of Secretion,
and the Struiture of thofe Organs that aro fubferviens
therero.  He enlarges on the Canfe not only of thar Dif-

; eafe, but likewife of all chronick, Diffempers ; and proves
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- the Nece[fity of nfing in all fixch Cafes, Remedies drawn
from Merrals and Minerals, and their Preference to

~ Camot fail of meeting with publick Applanfe; for as
 mmuch as it is full of Evnditiony and containeth a great
~ Paviety of Refleclionss. o lefs afefil, then they are
qgrecadly 1reiigd o
- *®Aa + DODARD,
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 #hofé which are dravn from ngék:. T bis Work,
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The AerrosaTIiON Of Dr. Boudm,
Counfellor of State, firft Phyfician in Ordinary

to his Majefty, and late Dean of the Faculty

of Parisi

Have abpays lookt upon two things, ds the printipal

Obftacles to the Progrefs of Phyfick, the one is the
general Fondnefs Men bhave for Syftems, which oblige
young Phyficians to [pend a grear deal of Time; which
wight be better beftow’d in making nfeful Obfervationss

and fills their Imagination with well contriv'd Fablesy

bat of no Ufe towards the Cure of their Patientsy
awhich ought to be the chief and only end of all their
Studies and Labonrs. T he other is not only their Ne-
glect of, but likewife their diflike and repugnance borh to
the Search of new Remedies, and to the Application of
them in their Prattices when ever they have been difco-

ver'd EJ} others mare Conragions and Diligent then rhe]. '

A Tieatife that oppofés two fisch Prejudices, cannot
chufe but be very nfeful; the Awuthor here proves irrefra-
gably, that Flypocrates bas rejected all Syftems as ufelef5y
that be might rhe betrer apply himfelf to Obfervations,
and the Srudy of proper Niedecines. T hat which onr
Author bas difcover’d, for the Cure of Venereal Dif=
eales, and propofés the Ufe of to other Phyficians, feems
¢o me infinitely prqfamﬂa ta Mercurys as cowmonly s
fed. Every Body knows what Accidentsmay be juftly fear=
ed, from Salivation procwr’d by Frittion 5 as well as
what the Patients fwffer during Thirty ar Forty Days
Application of Mercury,  But our Author’s Remedy
doth never raife a Salivation s it only purgesin the gentlefd
Manner withont Gripings or Danger, an.! one bes
bolds with Pleafure the moft dreadful Symptoms difaps

. peaty,
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pear,s swithout the Patient’s [offering the leaft Pain, or be-
ing binder'd from bis ufual Bufinefs, when bis Remedy
has been adminiftred at proper Times and Seafons.
Thisis what I bave [een feveral Inftances of in Paticnts
whofé Cure 1 bave artended from beginning to endy and

this is the Teftimony I owe to Timrh,  Given at Paris
Nov. 21 1720,

BOUDIN.

SRR BB

The ArprosaTtion of Dr. de Chirac,

- Counfellor of State; Phyfician to his Majelty;
. late Profeflor of the Univerfity of Mantpelser,
Superintendant of the Royal Botanic Garden,

and firft Phyfician to his Royal Highnefs the
Duke of Urfemﬂ.

HE Cure of Venercal Difeales is liable to (6 man
Inconveniences, both from the Infufficicncy of t h]
greareft Part of thofe 2who ##derraéq ity and by Reafin

of the gricvons Suffe r.xpﬂ ife their Patients to,,
who follow the old M:rifad of curing.  The Timeit ve-

quires to performity is [0 long, and a Patients withdraw-
)% bimfelf for f.fae jjnme £ forty or ﬁy Dagyj, dnring

ich T ime he muft is Chambery is [0 troublefime
and often [0 [# _fﬁ:c:mm, P”"“’%’J" for Perfonswhafe Stations
oblige them to bave a more than ordinary regard for
their Reputation, thar we can never _ﬁ;ﬁmmr ly appland
thofe who have [pent their Time and Labonr in the Dif=

. covery and Improvewent of fich Remedics, as can tho-

roughly care thofée wha are afflitled with ity and free
them from all the Inconveniences, and Difarders that at-
tend tioe Ordinary Way of curing it.

Several
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Several Expeviments have convine'd me that the Re-
medy which Dr. Bouez de Sigogne, M. D. bas by
his great Labour and Tndnffry Eﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬁr’d, has all thefé
Qualities in an eminent manner; and that it is even able
to repair the Fanlts of the moft common Specific, I mean
of Mercury by Friction.  He has car’d Difeafes which
cither Salivations could not removes or having done fo,
bave left fome very ggr:'ewm and futpicions Impre(fions
on the Organse  What I bave feen of the good Effells
of his Remedy, obliges me to do him Suftice upon this,
as well as upon feveral other Occafions,  As for the
Book_be has writteny with a defign to inform the World
of the difcovery of bis Remedy, &c. 1 can only [y that
it well deferves to be read, and [ufficiently j%w that
the Awthor has not wholly confin’d bis Labosr and Study
2o the Management of his Elaboratory. Given at Paris

Sept. 165 1721. _
CHIRAC:

The ArrroBaTiON of Dr. Baffat,
Phyfician in Ordinary to the late Duke of

_ Berry.

H O S E Books which contribute either to the

Eafé or Prefervation of Lifes cannever be made

to0 Publick, T his which ireats of a new Method to
cure the Venereal Difeale is of that Nature, and how
prejadic’d foever Twasy that Mercury alone was able to
voot ont that dreadful Diffemper, I have at length been
forc’d to yield to the Proofs I bave feen of the Excellens
¢y and Efficacy of Dr. Bouez de Sigogne’s Remedys:
and the Teftimony I onght ta bear to Truth, obliges me
to fay that I have, upon fiveral Occaftons fécn the hap-
py Swecefs of ity nat only with Rejpect to feveral Perfm
W10



Vi
whom the Venereal Poifon had fo far deftroy'd thar they
were | ﬂd‘g.fd incurable s but likewifewith Regard to many
others, who had fail’d feveral Times of being cnr'd by the
oldWay; andwhat is naoft swonderful is that thofé Patients
who have made Ve of ity have been (o far from being
expos’d to the frequent Accidents, which are obfery'd
to astend the Operationof Mercary, that they have been
JHill able to attend their Bufine(s, with as much freedom
as if they had been in perfelt Health; and as we can ne-
wer [ufficiently commend the Awthors of fuch nfeful dif=
coveriess d can [y, to the Praifé of Dr. Sigogne, and
of bis Book, that whoever veads it with due Attention,
will find in it fisre and. (olid Principles for the fafe and
#feful Praitice of Phyfick. Swch is my Opinion. G-
ven at Paris Nov. 15, 1721.

SEBDEHUBOLBBEB NG

The Approbation of the General
CENsoRr of the Faculty.

Under-written, Reader, Royal Profeffor,and Regent-
Dotlor of the Faculty of Parisy and Royal Cenfor

of Books, bave examin’d by order of my Lord Chancellor,
this Mannfeript entitled A new Method to cure the Ve-
nereal Difeale, &e. Jr is a great Error to think that a-
mong(t thofe Difeafes which Mankind is liable to, there
 fhould be any, the Study of which [honld be lefs noble,
and to the Cure of which Phyficians flould think it a
Difprace to a£p{y themfetves. Such a T hought, which is
70, ﬁwg elfe but a Device of Ignorance, has neverthelefs
been favour'd by feveral Phyficians, who being ignorant
of their Dauty, and of that which is the Glory of their
 Gharitable and exterfive Profeffion; dare to foazﬂpm the

- Crre
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Cure of Venereal Difeafes, as a thing umvorthy of their
Care. Happily for the Publick. iﬂﬂd, the Author of '
the Book awe are now yctommendings has been able to
free himfelf from fo comagions an Ervor. The eafy Me-
thod which by bis Labours and Study be bas difcover'd on
vhis Subjeit, is [0 adapted to the éwmt.iam of Naturey
ehat it is infinitely above all other Remedies that have
bitherto been ufed in [ich Cafés. He proves that agree-
ablencfs by folid reafoning, fich as %ﬂr‘# him an occafi=
on to treat of it with a great deal of learning, and to
enlarge upon the varions Qualities of Vegetable and Mi-
weral Medecines, and the divers Modifications the lat=
ver are [ufceptible of and wupon the Refiftance of the for-
mer to all the Efforts of Artsy on the Mamer in’
awhich the Remedies dran from the one and the other'
@t wupon the Strulture of our Organs 5 and #pon the
ﬁd’cﬁﬁ#g’fm of all the Evacnations of our Bodies, swhe-
ther in Sicknefs or in Health. T bis Variety of reflecti=
ons makes up a ColleEtion of Chymical, _Anatomical and
Phyfical Obfervations, the Solidity of which join'd to an
elogrent and correct di€lion, wmakes the rmaft'#g of the
Book_very inffrutlive and agreeable.  The Apthor is
vot contented Wwith fich reafoning, in order to prove the
Ufefulnefs of vhis Method, bur backs it with Experi-
ences and without Offentation rvecites ?an Inftances of
the extraordinary Cures he bas perform’d by its which
being very certam and well attefted, do equally commend
vhe Phyfician and bis Remedy. Given at Paris Nov. 2.1,

A NB R Yf.xf'




New MeTHOD

CURING
| e ek

Venereal Difeafe, &c.

B S R S S S

HE various ﬁnmhcﬁs which Men
have invented, in order to account
for the Opcmtmns of Nature, thofe
agreedble  Romances, may be juitly
efteemed one of the firft and principal
Caufes of the little Improvements,
that have hitherto been made in
Phyfick, This original Detect has

: {'pmd itfelf from one Age to anather, from the Grezls to our
Times. The Trituration of Erafifiratus, thcsﬂéﬁsmrmi Forms .

which have been brought from the Schools of the Peripazetics

~ into the Colleges of Phyficians; the Four Oualities of Galen;the
Acids and Aleali of Tucheniss 5 the Fermentation of Willis ; the

Archs of Van Helmont have fo confounded the Art, of itfelf
- (o




% A New Mothod of Caying
fo difficult and intricate, that we cannot but think otrfElves
extremely oblig’d to fuch Perfons, who, by an indefatigable
Induftry and Application, have endeavoured to refcue a Pro~
feflion, fo ufeful and neceffary to Mankind, from all thofe
vain and whimfical Notions, fo forcign and diffant from the
Simplicity of thofe Laws, which Nature followss in her Ope-
vations : Notions altogether pernicious and unfatisfactory,
which we are every moment ready to depart from. It
may be juftly affirmed. pf ._t_hf.' Authors of thefe Emﬂginzrjr
Syftems, that they call in queftion Wwhat they fee with their
Eyes, that they may guefs at what cannot be feen, or ob-
ferv’d, and inftead of framing their Notions from the Ope-
rations of Nature, they would force her to a& only accord-
ing to thieir Conceptions. Their Mind once ftrongly IP":"-
pollefs’d with a favourite Hypothefis, makes every thing filb-
fervient to it. Doth a Patient complain of intolerable Pains?
the Equilibrium of Trituration is fpoiled or obftrudted; the
Harmony between the Four @wualities, Hot and Cold, Dry
and Moift, is loft; the deid prevails over the Alcali, or the
Alcali over the Aeid 5 the Fermentation of ' the Humours,
like a firong Wine boilingin the Veflels, has fet the whole
Body on Fire, by reafon of the Explofions of the {ulphureous
Parts of the Blood, which caufe all thofe irregular Motions
in the fick Perfons; the drcheess is irritated, and will not be
appeafed, but by the Application of fome powerful dlcali.

Thus it is that thefe Authors trifle with Nature, and the
Credulity of Mankind; for 4 Man had need of a great deal
of Faith, to give irito thefe Whimfies. - But the great Hy~
pocrates was far wifér and better acquainted with Nature’s
Secrets, therefore has he not had his equal hitherto; no!
body having follow'd his Pﬁp'dples. The Reputation of
béing an Author, or Inventer of anew Syftem, has mifled
the Writers of all Ages; no Wonder then if they come fo
fhort of this great Mafter, that no one of ’em can be com-~
pard to him. But what Secret had this fublime Genius to
attain to {o eminent a Degree of Knowledge ? Norfe but
that of freeing himfelf from the Tyranny of thofe Syftems
that were as much in vogue in his Days, a5 they are in

L



the VENEREAL DisEASE. g

ours; by an exaét following of Naiture, and examining her
in all her various Ways, and Shapes, in which She did appear
to him, He underftood the Hypothefes of his Time, which
made him reject them as vain and ufelefs. It is, fays he, (i,
. de wet. Medecin.) neither Heat nor Cold, Dry nor Moift, that
caufe the Diftempers incident to humane Bodies: Neque enii
ficcum, neque bumidum, ¢ neque calidum, neque frigidum, ne-
que alind quidpiam puraverunt primi inventores hominem ladere:
‘But what is it then that can difturb the Animal Oeconomy? It
is, continueth he, the Bitter, the Salt, the Sweet, the Acid, the
Sharp, the Unfavoury, and an infinite Multitude of other Sa-
vours ; whilft thefe keep an exaét Proportion one writh ano.
ther, the Body is in perfeét Health ; which cannot be im-
pair'd until fome one or more of them prevail over the reft,
and ceafe to keep a due Proportion and Harmony amongit
themielves. - Ineff enim in Homine ¢ amarum, & [alfum, ¢
dulce, ¢ acidum, & acerbum, ¢ fluidum, ¢o alia infinita
omnIgenas fmﬂ:#u habentia, copiamque ¢ robur; atque hie
quiders juxta ac imter e temperata, neque confpicua [unt, ne-
que bominem dadunt 5 nbi vero qum’ horsums [ecretsum fueris,
aque hoc ipfum in f(eipfo fuerit, tunc ¢o confpicunm eff, ¢r
kominem ledir. This is the Doctrine of Hypocrates, which
we may juftly call the Key of Nature, Setting therefore
afide all other Hypothefes, let usfollow thefe Principles which
are thofe of Nature herfelf. Let us endeavour to find out
proper Remedies toreftore thefe Qualities or Savours to their
primitive State; fince it is their Diforder, which brings our
Difeafes upon us. Let us apply ourfelves to recover their
Order, by Medicines fit and proper to reftore to their right
Temperature thofe Humours which were either too bitter, ar
too fharp, too falt, or too fower. Iown this to be the pro-
per Work of Nature, and not the direét and pofitive Effeéi
of Medicines ; but thefe ferve to remove thofe accidental Ob-
flacles, which difturb Nature in her Operations, that thus
difentangled, and reftor’d to her natural and full Power, fhe
smay remove thofe Diforders, that did difturb and opprefs her,
The World will {fec hereafter, that the Succefs I have met
swith has convinced me of ir; that I have been fortunate

B2 enongh

-



4 A New Method of Curing

encugh to have found out one of thofe happy Remedies, which
can in very little time fafely and agreeably procure Health, by
deftroying thofe cruel and ftubborn Difeafes, which in the
-Opinion of almoft all the Phyficians, pafs for incurable, This
Remedy hath coft me a vaft deal of Pains and Study, but they
have at length been bleft with the defired Succefs.
Neither are Hypotheies the only Obftacle to the Improve-
ment of Phyfick ; Reafoning, though ufeful and neceffary
to difcover and diftinguifh one Diftemper from another, and
‘their different Degrees, has neverthelefs been attended with
-this Inconvenience : Let a Young Gentleman fpend his Life
# the Study of thofe Authors, which are the moft celebrated
-for good Reafoning, he comes eafily to fancy himflf an able
Phyfician, and fuperior to the reft, in Proportion to his Strength
and Capacity this way. But are Patients to be cur’d by mere
Forceof Arguments? 'True it is, that without Reafoning 2
Man cannot cure his Patients, but then he muftreafon juft-
ly, and thence proceed to the Application of proper Reme-
-dies, =~ Thefe Philofophic Fhyficians are perpetually miftakeri. -
The true Knowledge of Nature eftapes them, becaufe they
don’t confult her. They are amaz’d to find that Mature has
‘not operated according to the Conclufions they had drawn
from their own Principles. They do neverthelefs preferibe
according to thefe Conelufions: Neo Wonder then if the Suc-
cefs {o feldom anfwers {6 much Learning, and fuch deep and -
fubtle Reafoning. - This indeed is an excellent Way to procure
the Admiration and Efteem 'of thofe that hear them; but a
very indifferent one to cure their poor Patients.  Hypocrates
‘has defin’d a good Phyfician, not 2 Man that can argue well,
but one that is Medend; peritws, that knows how to cure
Difeafes effectually. |
The third Obftacle to the Progrefs of Phyfick, is, on the
one Hand,: the Indolence ‘which is natural to. Mankind; and
on the other; the vaft Extent of the Materia Medica. . What
Likelihood is there, that the Life of Man, fhort as it is,
fhould be fofficient for fuch a Search, which that of all
~Men of all Ages put together would not be able to accopi-
plith?  Satisfy’d with fuch a flrong and convincing Argu-
& ! i : o E_mf
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the VENEREAL DISEASE. s

ment, they content themielves with ftudying thofe Difcave-
ries, that have been tranfmitted to them by their Predeceffors,
whether by Writing or otherwife; they take their Word for
them, and apply at a Venture, as they often did, the fime Re-
medies, but with {mall Succefs.- This js the Courfe which
Men generally follow with Refpeét to Arts and Sciences,
If by chance there happens to appear a Man of a more fub-
lime and penetrating Genius, one that foars above the reft,
what Pains doth it coft him before he can perfuade the World
to relifh his Difcoveries. .4quapendente dreading the Malice of
the Inquifition, did not dare to divulge in Iraly his new
Do&rine of the Circulation of the Blood, which he had
Jearn’d F. Paul the Monk ; he found himfelf obliged to com-
municate it-only privately to Dr, Harvey, who was then his
Difciple 5 but left the Doctor, being returned into England,
fhould affume to himfelf the Honour of this noble Difcove-
1y, as he actually did, he theught it proper at the fime time to
communicate it to the Englifb Embaflador then at Venice ; But
the Embaffador being wholly taken up with other Matters,
let Harvey alone, who yet did not fail to meet with very
great Oppofition even in England, a Country blefs'd with Free-
dom and Liberty, if ever any was.  Galileo was kept five
- Years clofe Prifoner in the Inquifition, for having maintained
.the Copernican Syftem : Neither could he recover his Free,
dom, till he had folemnly recanted it.  Pope Zachary con-
* demned as Heretics, all thofe who affirmed that there were
any Am,rpadr.f The Spaniards found the Advantage of not
adhering to the Pope’s Decifion, 'What Oppofition did not Des
Cartes meet with, for having dar’d to inform the World ot
fome grofs Errours, which had been current till his Time,
in {eveeal Parts of Natural Philofophy? He was an Atheift,
and defervid to be burnt at a Stake, How long was it be-
r{"::rrf: the Ufe . of Emeticks could be admitted in Phyfick?
Condemn’d as it was by an Aét of Parliament as a dange-
rous Poifon, we had been at this Day deprived of the Be-
pefit of fo Excellent a Remedy, had. it not been attended
with wonderful Succefs, in faving the Life of the late King
Lewis X1Vih, |



6 A New Method of C&:i*i%

As Men of what Climate {oever they be, are generally en-
dowed with the fame Temper and Genius; what Pains have
the Europeans been forc'd to take, to undeceive the Chinefes,
who, fond of their Erroneous Aftronomical Obfervations,
could not be induced to ‘believe, that they'had been fo long
and fo much miftaken, -or that the Europeans, endow’d with
a Superior Knowledge'had reafon’d more juftly.” “This Di
temper of the Mind 'has infected Men''of ‘all Sciences in
general. Doth a Phyfician 4pply himfelf wholly to the Cure
of any Diftemper, or labour to find out either 2 new Me-
thod or a new Madu:*me, 4 Number' of his Brethren are
ready to cry out, a Mountebank, an Impuﬂor 1 'The Letters
of Guy Patinus, a'Man otherwife of fome merit, are ftuft
wwith fuch Impemmnces againft Emeticks: It muﬁ be own-
ed that a Man had need of a great deal of Courage and more
than Oxdinary Strength of Mind, to Encounter ‘and Con-
guer the Prejudices of Men. God has already fo far fa-
vour'd me, asto enable me to find out one of the moft ufe-
ful Medecines to Mankind, and will T hope gfant me
Courage enough at the Expene: of my Life and Fortune to
defend it, affur'd 2s'Tam of its Efficacy from its extraor-
dinary Succefs.

The Extent of the AMateria Medica doth vaftly exceed that
of our Knowledge: What new Salomon could unravel all the
wvarious ‘Virtues of Vegetables? what Labours, hat Fatigues,
what expence has fich a Search coft, and to what Purpofe
has all this prov'd ? ‘M, Denis Dodart, the greateft Genius the
faft Age pmduc’d and Father to the famous M. Dodart, firfi
i’hyﬁﬂaﬂ to his prefent Majefty Lewis XV, has exhaufted
all the Force of Induftry and Penetration which Man could be
capable of, under the Eye and Direcion of the Academy of
Sciences, to force Nature to difclofe thofe hidden Secrets,
and.Treafures that are fhut up in Plants for the Prefervation.
of Health. Above 1500 Plants tortur'd all manner of Ways,
have only fervid to difcourage the Gentleman who did fo
vigoroufly attempt this Enquiry, and to oblige him to re-
!inquim that purfuit. "We Jabour under a2 moral Impoflibility
of going fusther, and if by chance a2 Man fhould ‘be able ta

finifh
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finifh fuch a Search, we muft confefs ingenuoufly, that but
a fmall Advantage would thereby accrue, either to the The-
ory or the Praétice of Phyfick: It has been obferved
ago that Chymlcd Laboar, and the Force of Fire, dc.fh'u]r
the -Medicinal Vertue of Plants and Animals. They fpoil
the juft Pmpartmn of their common Princi les An cxa&
Dofe appointed by Nature will have Mr:,gaod Effe& upon
a Patient; whllﬂ: that proportion lafts; but after it has been
deftroy’d by the Fme, thofe Plants either ceafe to be Medi-
cinal, or elfe acquire fome flrange Quality very different from
that which they natuml]y had. Senna, for Example, is a ve-
ry good Purgr: if taken as we receive it at the Hands of
Nature; but its Principles, wiz. Sulphur, Water, Earth and
52“.', bemg once fepamtcd, bY Ch}rnu{:al .ﬂ]‘.lalfﬁs, tthr purge
no more, neither feparated nor reunited, . 'The Salt becomes
Diuretick, the Sulphur purges not at all, or very little, and
- this too not without Grlpmgs. and Danger of Inflammatis
on, That great Man, juft now mentioned, was {0 fl.lH}f per-
{uaded that Fire :[j)Ol]S all, and produces new. Compounds,
that he never us'd any to analife his vegetables; but made
Ufe of different Mixtures of Salts to extraét Tinures from
them, notwithftanding all which prudent = Precautions, his
Labours are become Ulelefs; neither has Phyfick been any
thing improv’d or enrich’d by them; but thv.: Faculty hath
cunttnwd it felf wyith retaining a very fmall Number uf Ufis
al Plants, which they had either receiv’d from barbarous Nas
tions, fuch as Sewna, Rbubarb, Mecoacum, Scamony, Sar[s-
parilla, Guacum,, Fefuits-Bark, &c. or difcoverd by mere
Chance, as Mr:rcury, crc. Al this will frve to clear an im-
portant Queftion, wiz, whether Remedies drawn from Ve
getables and Animals, are to be prefer'd to thofe which are
fxtra&ed from Mecttals and Minerals; thole laft feem in alf
refpelts to deferve the Preference: Mens way of living efs
: Pccm]ly in great Cltll‘:s,, their. ftrong Liquors, the fad and
. fatal Ufe of which daily encreafes; fo many kinds of them
unknown to our Anceftours, and fome of them made of
I)ruggs brought from the furtheft Parts of the World, fuch
a Number of Sauces tofs'd up with Ingredienrs fetche from
the



8 ‘A New Method of Curing
the remoteft Climates, fuch rich Difhes, fuch exquifite
Wines, the pernicious Art of Cooks, who may be juftly cal’d
agreeable Poifoners, a foft, leffeminate, lazy, and almoft
lethargjck Life, which the richer fort of Men do give them-
felves up to, joined to the moft urruly Paffions; all thefe
put together; produce fo many kinds of Difeafes, altogether
new either in themfelves or their Caufes, or by a new
Concourfe of Symptoms, that one may boldly affirm, that
old Phyfick Books, are of little or no Ufe, fo greatly is
the Shape of Difeafes altered; fuch Degrees of Stubbornefs
are they come to; that the fimplicity of Ancient Prefcripti-
ohs is not ftrong enough, to overcome the Obftinacy of
thefe new Monfters, defign’d for the Deftruétion of Man-
kind; and may we not aflign this as the true Caufe why
the Ancient Prepﬁratiuns with which Hypocrates, Galen, Oria
bafus, Aretaens, Trallianus, &c. wrought fuch wonderful
Cures, are entirely fect afide and forgotten. Thofe who
make attentive Obfervations on the Miferies which Men
willfully bring upon themfelves, are made fufficiently fenfi-
ble of the Weaknefs of thofe Medicines which our Anceft
tours found fo much good by. It is very well worth ob-
ferving, that ever fince the Difcoveries of the fartheft Parts
of Afia with their Riches, and of all Americs with her
Treafures; the Europeans, charm’d with the delightful Rari~
ties of thofe new Climates, (in Tiderim defluxit Orontes,)
have began to feek for Remedies out of Mettals and Mine-
rals, the Vegetable and the Animal Kind not being g power-
ful enough to eradicate thofe Difeafes which Kave been
caufed by an inordinate Luxuty, which has over-run all Exrope,
and which have their Original from thofe Rarities and
Riches which are brouglit from the Iudies. Before their
Difcovery which happen’d in the Year 1494, the Uf of
Mercury, Antimony, Vitriol, &c. in Phyfick was althgether
unknown. Never was Chymifiry cultivated with greater
Care than it has been fince then, the Neceffity of it never
having been felt fo much before. The Reafon of this is
plain: Both the Affatick, and dmerican, Indians, as well as
our Fore-fathers, did content themfelves with fimple Druggs
which
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which their own Soil did furnifh them with, and they are
fufficient for them; neither do they willingly venture upon
ours, I mean our Chymical Preparations, which they find too
{trong for them, and have no manner of need of; thé plin-
aefs of their Food not breeding in them any Diftempers attend-
ed with fuch fierce Symptoms, and fo hard to be carried off.
The Humours being overcharg’d with an exceffive Quantity
of the Alimental Sulphur, become near as vifcous as the
very Glew it flf: The Salts throw the Membranes into
Convulfions, their Quantity irritating the nervous kind, In-
flammations neceflarily follow. The Tonick Motion of the
Solid Partsis interrupted, the Humours {tagnate, and all the Ani-
mal Funétions grow languid; from whence proceed fuch Ob-
ftruélions all over the Body, as can hardly be overcome by the
moft aftive Remedies, againft which their Strength and
Volatility often prove meﬁi:&l.lal But let us more fully ex-
plain this Matter.

There 'is no Diftemper, whether Acute or Chronick,
(the Plague and Peftilential kind excepted) but proceeds from
the fame Caufe, that is to fay , the thickning of the Liquids.
For as thofe Liquors are in their firft Original no more than
Jellies of thofe Animals we feed upon, ’tis no wonder they
are {o apt to coagulate. So long thercfore as the Salts and
Sulphurs of the Aliments fvim in the Liquid, and thofe
Salts and Sulphurs are feparated, and kept in a kind of Fufion
by the clftick Motion of the folid Parts, the Liquids have
Liberty and Room enough to circulate through their Vef=
fels, all the Funtions are perform’d with eaf#, and the Bo-
dy is in perfeét Health; but ’tis {oon alter’d, when the Mo-
tion of the Liquids either increafes or decreafes. The different
degrees of thicknefs and thinnefs in the Blood, and Humours,
as well as, Sicknefs and Health depend upon the variarion of
thofe Motions, the more or lefs caufing all the Differenice ; and
the fame Caufe produces Symiptoms accidentally different in a
cute 4nd chronick Difeafes; the Funétions are more or lefs
vigorous, and the Parts move with more or lefs Force and
Swiftnefs : If the Symptoms are violent, an acure Diftemper
mfu:s, if ‘they are lefs vehement, the Difeae proves Chros

C ﬂlcal H
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nical; one fingle Inflance will evince the Truth of this De-
&rine.  In Apoplexies the Blood is of an extraordinary Thick-
nefs: It is much thinner in a Propfy and Epileply. The
Fiercenefs of the Symptoms confiderably increafes according.
to the Parts in which thefe thickned Liquids are ftagnated: In.
the Head they produce a Difeafe attended with Death, but:
when they difperfe themfelves from the Head into the Limbsy
without diminifhing of their Thicknefs, they caufe the Palfy,
under which a2 Man may linger fome Years. Thefame Caufe:
therefore is capable of producing an acute Diflemper, or
one that is not fo. Milk, in proportion to the Strength of the
Acids which are mixt with it, turnsquickeror flower, and the
Wheyin which the Curd fubfides, yields different Taftes: The
fime thing exactly, happens in the Blood, which is of the
fame Nature with Milk, and according to the Efficacity of the
Heterogencous Ferment, doth coagulate an hundred different’
Ways, and with more or lefs quicknefs. The Animal Fun-
Etions exactly follow thefe differences, whence either flow
or acute Diftempers are produced, which by their Symptoms
do plainly fhow the various Degrees and Charaéters of their
Ferments, and are diverfify’d according to the Cositexture,
Situation, and Figure of each part of the Body. The vi
tiated Ferment, which caufes the Head-ach in Fevers, hﬁng
transfus'd into all other parts of the Body, caufes in themy
more or lefs acute Pains, it proportion to their Hardaefs or
Softne(s, ot their Connexion with the othes parts that are
cither nearer, or more semote from them, This is the Me~
chanifin which is obferved in acute Difeafes, which likewife
produces Chronical ones, all the Difference that is  betwixt -
them being merely. accidental. If the vitiated Ferment be
fo very flow, that it can only difplay it felf infenfibly, and
after feveral Months, and fometimes after feveral Years, the
Tonick Motion of the Solid parts will exaétly follow the "
Progrefs of that Ferment, which will begin to fhow it
{elf: TheScuwywﬂlaﬂ’brdusanInﬂamofthis. Flefla
falted or finok'd, the Sea Air, ge. ififufe a kind of Brine in~
to the Blood by little and little, which in time becomes:
acrimonious.ta fuch a degree, that like Aqwa fortis it cor«
rodes




the VENEREAL DisEASE. 11

rodes the very Fleth and Bonmes. The Ptifick follows the
¢ fame Mechanifm, although produced by another Caufé:
The Dropfy is the very fame, with this difference only,
that the Patient doth neverthelefs languifh a great while af
ter the Diffolution of the Blood; whereas in the Scurvy and
Ptifick its Serofity becomes fo fharp, that it quickly brings a
Man to his Grave, It is one of Nature’s Laws, that our
Liquors, being coagulated by a vitiated Ferment, fhould be
again diffolv'd ; (as may be ebferv’d in Milk) neverthe-
lefs they do not return to their primitive Nature. The Se-
rofity which follows fuch a Diffolution acquires new Sa-
vours varioufly vitiated; as the Whey, in which the Curd is
diffolv’d, is of a quite different Nature from the Mik. In
Apoplexies the Humours are of a different Chara&ter from
thofe of the Scurvy and Prifick; being extravafated in the
Head, and not being able to loofen themfelves from the Vef-
fels which contain them, they overburthen and opprefs, by
their weight and Quantity, the principles of the vital Fun-
&ion, and by that means caufe immediate Death; but if
“they can but get loofe from the Head, and get into the
Limbs, they do there, by their Vifcofity, produce the Pal-
- {y, which is genenally without Pain; which is the Reafon
why fome have judg’d that Diftemper not to be caus'd by
the Acrimony of the peccant Humours. This Acrimony is
lefs violent in the Rheumatifm, thdn in the Scurvy, Ptifick,
Pox, ¢ie. but in the Apoplexy, Dropfy, ¢be. it is more fo.
‘Wine, according to the Soil that produces it, or the Degrees
of Fermentation, or the various kinds of Analyfes us'd in di-
ftilling it, yields very different Liquors. Thofe which are
drawn from firong bedy’d Wines, retain a great deal of their
Nature, but a {mall Wine cannot yield a ftrong Spirit; and
that Wine, which is upon the frett, degenerates into 2 Hun<
dred different kinds of Savours, -
We have already excepted the Phgue and Peflilential Dif-
eafes, out of this general Rule of Coagulation, followed by
a Diffolution; althe’ in the Eaf Indies, and America (Coun-
tries often vifited with that dreadful Calamity) this fime ge-
reral Rule has been obftrv'd to hold good; but it likewife

Ca happens
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happens that, in Peftilential Fevours, the Pulfe is of no fer-
vice to the Difcovery of them; nay often asregular as that of
a Perfon in Health: W¢ may therefore affirm that the Poifon,
or Peftilential Fermient is fuch, that it has no fooner infus'd it
felf into the Blood, but it immediately corrodes and breaks its
Filaments, as being to thelaft degree cauftick, and turns it in-
toa mere Mafs of the Sharpeft and Hotteft Serum, as the
Plague Sore doth fufficiently prove. This fatal Abcefs or Im-
poftumation is caus’d by a new Coagulation of the Blood,
which is pathered here and there into Swellings and Knobs; .
becaufe its Principles are entirely deftroy'd, without any Pof-
fibility of recovering them.  This Mafs of fharp and burn-
ing Serum {ets the whole Body on Fire, and being a great
deal too liquid, (whereas the Bloed in its natural State ought
to have a certain Degree of Thicknefs) it makes no Re-
fiftance, either in the Heart or Arteries, but they drive it a-
bout withour any ;iiﬂ”-imﬂty; which is the Reafon why in the
Peftilenceand Peftilential Fevers,the Pulfe is often regular and like
unto the natural Pulfe of 2 Man in Health. And this isaninfal-
lible Symptom of Death, ‘it being impoffible to reftore the
Blood to its firft Prmﬁpl
From all which it foliuWS. that- the quulds bemg over-
charg’d with Heterogeneous, Acid, Sharp and. very active Par-
ticles, produce acute Difeafes, frequent in hot Countries,
whofe Air is fill'd with a fubtle Niter, and whofe Soil pro-
d :ces fpirituous Fruits. The Diftempers that happen in Cli-
mates where the Air is thicker, are of another Nature; the
Juices of their Food being unwholefome, and the Air it felf
Foggy, Thick, and Damp, the vitiated Ferment which all
thefe and an Hundred more, caufe in the Body, is but mo-
derately active, and doth leifurely difplay it {elf in the Blood;
and this is the original Caufe of Chronick Difeafes, . - -~ -
This Doétrine is o far from being an Hypothefis, that it
is the very Hiftory of Nature, of which there are as many
Proofsasthereare Symptoms ot acute and chrenick Diftempers.
The Heavinefs and Pain ot the Head, Stomach; and of the
whole Body, the great difficulty of Breathing, of Stirring,
of making Water, do fufficiently démonftrate that the Cir-
culation
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culafion of the Blood, ¢ie. is not free, that l_t is hinder'd and
ebftructed in their proper Vefiels, that thefe are tull of wif~
cous and tenacious Humours, or a crude L]rmpha w!uch
cannot affimilate it flf with the Blood. -

Doth not the Difficulty of ftirring, which is gmera]])r the
firft Symptom the Patient feels, and which in Chronick Cafes
doth not fhow it felf till a great while after, clearly demon-
firate the Truth of our Doétrine, of the thickning of the
Liquids, to which feveral other things, fuch as the Food,
Air, the defets of the folid parts, an idle Life, Pafiion, ¢bec.
concurr ? But it is {fufficient here to point out to the general
Caufes of our Difeafes, a2 more particular account would fivell
up to a great Velume: If the World doth me the honour
to approve of this Effay, I may hereafter apply my felf to
the explaining the Caufes of the greateft Diftempers, accord-
ing to the Plan we have juft now given the Reader.

- We come now to prove that Minerals and Mettals alone,
afford true and proper Remedies againft fuch great Difeafes.
1 have been induced toapply my £lf to this, by the Example
of very eminent Chymifts: My Endeavours, or good For-
tuneé (which you pleafe to call it) has enabled me to find out
a certain Number of Remedies, the Succefs of which having
been {o often, {o long and happily experienced, ought to fa-
tisfy the World, as it has convinced me, of their Goodnefs;
than which the Faculty hath not hitherto afforded better -
Without therefore entring into an unneceflary Difquifition about
the generation of Mettals, concerning which we can affirm
nothing certain, it is agreed by all Chymifts that their pre-
dominant Priuciple is Sulphur; that there is a greater Quan-
tity of it to be found in Gold and Iron, than in any other
Mettal. This Sulphur likewife is affirm’d to be full of A-
cids, that an Irod Rod being plung’d into melted Gold, is
corroded by the Acidity of the Gold, and that the Acidity
of the Iron doth turn it into Ruft, Tinn is {o full of Acids,
that if you mix it with Salt-peter, and agitate it, it will
{parkle and blaze: This Sulphur it is that communicates to
the Tongue a fower vitrioline Savour, of which all other
Mettals likewife participate: This Sulphur being thoroughly
f’d, produces perfect Mgtrals, fuch as Gold and Sil-

ver3
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ver; but if it be lefs fix'd, the Mettals are fofter; as Lead
and Tinn, which are eafily melted. To this fulphur Chy-
mifts add a Mettallick Earth, which they call
When a Mettal abounds with Sulphur, and has but a fmall
Quantity of Mercury, it is both hard, and difficult to melt,
but Fire foon makes it glowing hot. Lead, becaufe it abounds
witha predominant Acid, is eafily united to foft Mettals, fuch
as Copper, Iron, and Tinn, all which it corrodes and abforbs;
And it is by thefe Means, that thefe foft Mettals are fepara-
ted from Gold and Silver, if they happen to be mixt with
them. Without purfuing thefe Enquiries further, it muft be
owned that Mettals, in their kinds, are the moft perfect
Operation of Nature; and that Sulphur, which is as their
Soul, is the moft digefted, and hath a wonderful Subtility
and: Operation. Iron and Copper, though melted a Thoufand
Times, will {fend forth as ftrong and penetrating a Smell the
laft Time, as the firft, their Virtue being as ’twere inex-
hauftible. ‘This hath indueed the ancient Chymifts, Paracel-
fiss, Van Helmont, Bafil, Valentinus, and others to affirm that,
they adted by Irradiation, and by their prefence alone; and
indeed they communicate their Tinéure and Tafte, without
fenfibly loofing any thing of their Weight, Smell, or Virtue.
A few grains of Croews Martis, given to 2 young Woman
that has the green Sicknefs or Jaundice, or languithes under
a Cachexy, though her Pulfe be almoft imperceptible, will in
lefs than an Hour’s Time, make it vigorous, and quick,
Whence can fuch a wonderful Alteration proceed, but from
a fubtle Sulphur, infus'd into the Blood along which the
Chyle? Mineral Waters not only never freeze, but continu-
ally fmoak, and fome of them are fo hott, that one cannot
bear to touch them; fuch are the Waters of Balarue, which
give the Tincure of Mallows Flowers a red Colour, and
diffolve the White of an Egg, without appearing vifcous by
it - Thefe Mineral Waters, which are found in feveral Coun~
tries, are 2 kind of matural Tinéture, which is made in the
Bowels of the Earth; but whether they be natural or ar-
tificial, when a Man has found once the right Secret of ma-
king them, they convey an anodyne Sulphur into the Blood,
which deftroys its vitiated Heterogencous Acidity, and dif-
folves
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folyes the Coagulation occafion’d by it. The Metallick Earth
of Iron alone removes Obftruétions, by abforbing thofe fix'd
Acids, which are predominant in the yellow Jaundice and
Green-Sicknefs. Thefe precious Metallick TinGures are not
the Effect of ordinary Chymical Operations, that which ap-

pears a Tmﬁwe,bmgnmhngcl&butagmﬁscpmm
of the Integrant Particles of the Mettal, which being: reunis

ted and melted, affime their primitive Form again. It is not
of fuch as thefe, which are mere Impofitions, that we flat-
ter our felves to have found out the Secret. Some able Chy-
mifts have found Means to extraét a very red Oyl from
Gold, which fwims upon the Surface of Water, others have
extracted the like from Copper.

Mr. Boyle had found out the Secret of feparating Mer-
cury from Gold and Silver, by means of fixed Alcalious Salts,
fuch as Salt of Tartar, and Salt Almoniack.

Mineral Salts, fiich as Vitriol, Salt-peter, commen Salt, as
well as thofe Minerals which participate of the Mettallick
Nature, as Antimony, Mercury, and the Mettals themfelves,
agree in this one point, that they are the laft Effort of Na-
ture, which has, if I may fo exprefs it, treafur'd up in them,
as in a little compafs an almoft inexhauftible and infinite num-
ber of Virtues. Thofe of the Animal and Vegetable kind,
as they are much inferiour, fo are they more eafily deftroy’d,
both their Salt and their Sulphur being of a loofer Nature,
and not concentred within fuch a narrow Compafs. One
{ingle Grain of Vitriol will give a Tafte to above 22000 drops
of Water, The perpetual Pill, the Antimonial Cup, and
Mercury, communicate their Vistue, witheut any {enfibledi-
minution, and a very {mall Quantity of any of them, is
fafficient to impregrate feveral Tuns of Wine or Water,
It is from thefe Obfervations, fo well known to all Chymifts,
that we are, with great Reafon, induced to affirm, that there
is nothing in Nature fo powerful as Mettals and Minerals

to diffolve the Liquids of our Bodies, when they are be-
- come too grofs and thick, which is the {addeft Cafe that
- ¢an befall us; fince ’tis the Original Caufe of all our Diftern-
pess, and of Death it felf, We fhall leave it to thofe :'.hu

pleafe,
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pleafe, to enquireinto the firft Elementary Principles of whick
all thofe Bodies are form’d, it will be fufficient for a Spar
girick Phyfician to know that Salt and the Suiphur are cer-
tainly extrafted from thofe Bodies; and that they are they
which make fuch a fenfible Impreffion upon our Humours and
upon our Senfes. - The four Mineral Salts, ®iz. common
Salt, Salt-peter, Vitriol, and Allum, will melt in common
Water, all which four are but the fime ‘Acid Salt under dif-
ferent Forms, according to the Texture and the Variety of
Matter, which is as their Matrix, towhich they are united
and corporify’d; thence proceeds the difference of their Taftes.
The Spirit of Allum and that of the Vitriol are exa&tly alike,
the others differ only in degrees. If thofe Spirits could be
entirely divefted from their Earth, they could not be known
one from the other, and for this. very Caufe we think Vaw
Helmont had reafon to fay, that the univerfal Principle of thefe
Salts fivims in the Water. = Itis an Acid Salt, the only Acid
in Nature, which is diverfify’d only by the Means of thofe
Bodies which are unitedto it. And this is the Reafon why
different forts of ‘them are found in different and fometimes
in the fame Earth. The Chymical Fire doth {o alter them,
that they are no longer the Produétion of Nature, but of
Art; becaufe the volatile Sulphur doth fo clofely unite with
any porofe Earth, that it becomes a new Compound. Our
common Cabbage yiclds exaétly the fame Salt by 2 Chymi-
cal Fire, as the Solanum Furiofum, which is a rank Poifon.
If produions of mew unfermented Wine do greatly differ
from thofe of that which has been fermented, their differs
ence is ftill greater, according to the Degrees of Heat us'd in
extra@ing them. Wood expos'd to the Air gives only fome
Smnnk and fome Afhes when fet on Fire; but when it ig
diftil'd in a Retort, it affords an Oyl, a Spirit, an Acid Li-
quor, an infipid Water, and fote Cinders, All mixt Bodies
are liable to infinite Alterations, acmr&mg to an Infinity of
accidental Circumftances concurring. No Salt can' be draws
out of rotten Wood, becaufe that which it had, is diffolv’d
and difpers’d by the Moiftnefs of the Air. The moft expe-
rienced Chymifts agree that the Salts of all Plants are nothing;

clle
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elfe but Mineral Salts, and that there is little or no difference
betwixt them; the Sulphur and Salt of mixt Badies only
are a&ive ; their Earth is altogether paffive. Foffile Salts are
full of an Acid Salt, mixt with a quantity of Sulphur, Earthy
and fixed Salt. Nature produces no Alcalious Sal, it is the
Effect of Fire alone, which by its violent Motion breaks off
the Corners of Bodies, and fifts them by the Infinuation of
the Points, which like a Torrent, flow from it, till fuch
Timeas they can pafs and repals without Refiftance, by thofe
Paflages they have open’d to themfelves. ’Tis then that
they bear all the Force and Impetuofity of Fire, without
any new Alteration, unlefs it be rais’'d to its utmoft degree
of Violence; for then thofe Alcalious Salts being entirely fhat-
ter'd, are at length vitrified, which is the utmoft bound of
the Power of Fire. Foflile Salts are always mixt with fome
Earth, of which it is impoflible totally to diveft them; their
Acids are fharp Points laden with Sulphur. Salt of Urine is
like a Spunge, which retains fome Portion of the Acid Salt
mixt with a foetid Oyl.  Lixivial Salts contain only as
much Acid as the Fire could not deftroy. Saline Salt is
a compound of the Acid and Volatile Salt, and a fix'd Acid.
The Way to make Artificial Salt-Peter, Salt, or Vitriol
is only to mix with Salt of Tartar, fome Spirits of Salt-
Peter, Salt, or Vitriol, which are Mixts compos'd of Salts
partly fixt, and partly volatile. When thefe Spirits are mixt
with Salt of Tartar, there follows fuch a violent Ebullition,
that it fhatters the Particles of the Mettal that happens to
be init. The coarfer the Sulphur is, with which the Salts
are fenced, the more vehemently they ftrive againft the Bo-
dies they meet with, as may be plainly feen in the Spirit of
Salt-Peter s but on the contrary, if the Sulphur be more fisb-
tle, it enters into the minuteft pores of Gold, for inftance, as

~ may be obferv'd in the Spirit of Salt. Thefe fixed Salts, by

the repeated labour of the Chymifts, either become volatile,

. br clfe by the Addition of fome Salt of Urine, which ab.
- forbs thofe Acid Salts, they force the Earth that enclosd
. them to pracipitate, And from th's micrure is made that

- which we call compound Salt, which by means of Fire

D becoines
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becomes a volatile concrete Salt. Minerals have in them an
Urinous Salt, which fometimes refembles the Salt which is
extrated from Plants, - fometimes that which is drawn
from Animals., The Spirit of Sdlt, for Inflance, being mixt
with the Salt of fome Plant, makes a Sal Armoniack: the
Salts of Allunt and Borax {mell of Urine: Salts of Allum
mixt with the fixed Salts of Plants, and Salt of Borax mix-
ed with lixivial Salts of Mmerals, become volatile concrete’
Salts, jult after the fime manner as Salt of Urine turns all
Acid Salts into fal Afmnniackf : P
- Some Salt there is in the very inmoft Center of all Bo-
dies, which they will yield if they be rightly manag’d. The.
cleareft Water will afford, by diftillation; a cubical Salt, whofe
Tafte is like that of Sea Sulphur, and an inflamable Sulphur..
Rorvichius hath extraéted frem Gold beaten ina glafs Mottar,
during a whele Month without Intermiflion, with a fim<
ple diftiild Water, and without the help of Fire, or any o-
ther corrofive diffolvent, a Black Powder, Which could not be:
reduc’d into Gold again, which yielded a finallquantity of fharp
tartifh arid Chtiftallisre Sale. Lead, Copper, Siiver, 4nd Tinus'd
in the fime manner, but in a fhorter fpace of Time; have af-
forded the like Powders. That of Lead vras white like Chalk,
and its Salt of a yellow Colour, of a fharp Tafle, and of
various fhapes. That of Tin was very like that of Gold. That
of Silver was of an afh Colour, and that of Copper of a
yellowifh Colour: None of which Pewders excepting, thar
of Copper and Lead, could ever be reduced to their primi<
tive mettallick Form, by Labour, Induﬂ-ry, of any degree
‘of Heat that could be ufed. From twhence it follows
that there muft be 2 real Salt in thofe Mettals, which can<
not be come at but with a great deal of Labour; becaufe ig
is concentred, and clofely united to the other Mettallick
Principles. Mercury handled the fame Way, by a long Tri<
turation, hath not fhow’d the lealt Token of its containing
any Salt; but it has given fome by finking a thin Blade of
Iron into it, in a Veflel clofely ftopt and expos'd to the
Heat of the Summer’s Sun the Space of three Months, the
Iron hath turn’d to Ruft, which could not have been, if
there:
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there had not been fuch a volatile Salt in Mercury. to cotrode
the Iron.

Salts borrow their A&ivity and Strength from thofe, Su -
phurs which diverfify the Salts, and determine them. Sui-
phurs are composd of crooked, ramofé, flexible and elaftick
Partidles, which makes their feparation one from another,
and their mixing themfelves with Liquids of different Na-
tures, {o difficult; they preferving the Morion that has been
communicated to them, for fome confiderable Time. Ne-
verthelefs thefe Sulphurs feem to haye their origine from
Acids, according as they are varioully combined. Commen
Sulphur affords a great Quantity of Acids, the Saline parti-
cles of fome Mettals and Minerals, fuch as Iron, ¢be. ae
cafily turn’d into Sulphur; which lalt is cafily mixt with
any Saline Diffolvents, being of the fime Nature with
them. The Sulphureous Smell and Flame, which comcs
from Mettals heated in the Fire, doth fufficiently demor-
firate their abounding with it. Copper, v. g. heated red hot
an hundred Times, cafts the laft as well as the firft Time
a very Sulphureous Smell. Tin mixt with Salt-Peter and
caft into the Fire, caufes a great Fulmination, and cafts a
great Flame of a blewifh- Colour. The Filings of Iron
thrown upon the Flame of a Candle, will {parkle very much;

- and being mixt with common Brimftene, buried a Foot or

two deep under Ground, and {prinkled with Water, will

- be {et on Fire to that degree, that they will caik forth Flames

like a Volcano, and with the fame Noife, The like Phe-

- nomenon will hﬂ'PPen’ when ane fPl'iﬂkIEs {fome Chﬂrfﬂ-ﬂ!
- duft upon the fame Filings melted with a Burning-Glaﬁ.

There is an Artificial Vitriol made by mixing fome File-
duft with Spirit of Vitriol; which mixture being diftill'd

- will yyield a Liquor, which retains a very Sulphureous Smell
- for feveral Months. Iron in diffolving doth caft up fuch
. Sulphureous Vapours, as are eafily fet on Fire, and the' Flame

will continue fome confiderable Time. This Mettal be:ng

- mix’d, and melted with Copper, by a Burning-ghfs, fparkles

very much; but if mixt with Silver, it doth not fparkle at

sll, becaufe this haft is the leaft Sulphureous of any Mettal :
D2 When
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When melted with Gold it {parkles no more than if it was
melted by it felf, And this makes us conjecture that the
Sulphur of Tion is of the fame Nature with that of Guld
and no Ways combuftible, Borrichiss affires us that he has
reduced Gold by a fourtecnch Nights Trituration, intoa
" Greyifh Powder, which was no more reducible into Gold,
“He adds likewife, that he has drawn from that Powder by
Diftillation with an extraordinary Heat, a Liquor, thoughina
{mall Quantity,a of moft lively Red, which might be more juft-
ly call'd the true 4wy nm Potabile, than the many grofs Tinctures
whzch are called by that Name, and fmell firong of Impo-
fture, 'The Colour of thefe Drops and their Squhurmus
Odor, do fufficiently demonftrate, that Gold abounds with
Sulphur, but a Sulphur which is more concofted and more
digefted than that of any other Metrals, whofe Texture being

locfer, and lefs compadt, makes them fo much lighter than

Gold, Their fixed Sulphur likewife is impure, being mixt
with feveral Mettallick Bituminous Sulphurs, with feveral
Earthy and Saline Particles, which cannot fo clofély unite to-
gether, as to be able to bear ‘any Time the Force and Tmpe-
tuofity of Fire, Neverthelels the Sulphur of Copper doth

P

not greatly differ from that of Gold and Silver, for it |5:;|.{i]}ar -

unites with either of them.

The Sulphurs of Minerals are not  exa@ly like thofe of
* Mettals; thefe laft being both more fixt, and more temacious:
The Sulphur of Salt-Peter comes very near that of Vegeta-
bles.  Vitriol contains a“common, and Allum a Bituminous
Sulphur; and Bay-Salt, and Salt-gemma, a Mineral Sulphur ;
the Taftes and Effets which thofe Salts produce, are fo

many Proofs of it: Sal gem. diffolv’d by thofe Waters *

which are found within the Bowels of the Earth, and mixt
with any Mettallick Suiphur, doth fo frongly unite and ad-
hore to it, that no Artifice can ever divide themy. The Salt

which Rivers carry into the Sea, is cal’d Sea-Salt: Bitumi-
~ pous Sulphur, being mixt with a confiderable quantity of Earth,
which hinders it from clofely unnmg to any Salt, is not fo
fufceptible of Motion, as other Sulphurs are: This likewife

makes it unfit of it &If to diffolve any Metialline Body, unlefs

it
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4t be mixt with, and helped by fome Animal, Vegetable, or

“Mineral Sulphur; for then it can infinuate it felf into any

Mettal.  Spirit of Vitriol could net of it felf penetrate into
Silver, if Spirit of Salt-Peter did not give it its Motion,
Mettallick Sulphur, whofe Texture is clofer and more {olid
than that of any other Sulphur, witl, without yielding to
it, {uftain all the Force of Fire, much longer than any other
Sulphur, which expofing 2 wider Surface to the Flames, are
more quickly penetrated and evaporated by them. Sulphur
takes Fire, becaufe it is compos'd of Oyl, mixt with an A-
cid. The Rofin which is the Refult of a Mixture of Spi-
rit of Salt-Peter with Oyl of Cinamon, is much more In-
flamable, than either the Spirit, or the Oyl by themfelves.
Separate the Acid Particles of common Sulphur from the
Oyly, and expofe the Oyly part to the Flame of a Candle,
it will only crackle, without catching Fire, neither can it be
fet a burning, unlels you throw it upon burnimg Charcoals ;

-and then the Acidity of the Wood fupplies the Room of

the Sulphureous Acid, which had been feparated from it,
The Sulphur of Mettals and Minerals, together with their
Salts, are exceeding powerful to diffolve any kind of Badies,

. whether thofée Salts and Sulphurs be united or feparated. As

thofe Diflolvents, which are extracted from Vegetables, are

- much Weaker, {0 we may venture to affirm, that they re-

* ceive all their Strength from the Mineral Salts which pafs

inte their Subftance along with their Nourifhment, whilft the-
Vegetable is faften’d to the Earth by its Roots. = Acid Sul-
phureous Diflolvents ave dqua fortis, Aqua Regis, Spirit of
Vitriol, “of Salt-Peter, Allom, Copperas, and the like.” The
Chymick Art teaches us how to f{weeten their violent
Acrimony, cwhether it be by divefting them of their
Cauftick particles, by breaking their Texture by main
Strength, or by tempering it by the Mixture of fome
Foreign matter. ‘They who are Mafters of this Art, know
how to feparate whatever is hurtful, in the Sulphur of Cop-
per, Oyl of Vitriol, Spirit of Salt, of Salt-Peter, Allom, An-
timony, Sulphur of Arfenick, and corrofive Sublimate,
which is the firopgeft of all Poifons made of Mercury, When
they
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they come out of the Hands of an gble Chymift, they can
no longer hurt the nice and tender contexture of human Bo-
dies; they have only {o much Strength left in them, as is ne-
ceflary to excite a vigorous Motion in the folid and the li-
quid parts, which were benum'd; and by that Means, to
recover them from their Janguid Functions, into a perfedt
State of A&ivity and Health,

And now we hope that what has been faid concerning

the Virtues of Mettals and Minerals, will be fufficient to
give the Reader an Idea of our Defigns, and to convince
_him how unreafonable it is to feek or expect elfewhere any
efficacious Remedies againft fich a Multitude of dreadful Dﬂ'
eafes, which threaten us, and fometimes throw the Patient
into Defpair, as well as his Phyfician, who fatisfy’d with
that ftock of knowledge he has received from his Predecef-
dors, thinks he bas done his Part, if his Patients don’t dye
contrary to thofe Rules which have been blindly tranfmittcd
to him, Jtis enough for him to fay, that it was a Dif-
temper above the Power of any Remedy, that nothing has
been neglected that could fave the fick Perfon, and that the
Power of Art could go no further, than he has done. 1s
it poffible that in {fo Learned, and fo Induftrious an Age as
this, wherein all other Arts and Sciences have receiv'd fuch
confiderable Improvements, this which is the moft neceffary
and beneficial to Mankind, fhould be the only one that 1s
liable to fo fhameful a2 Reproach, as that it could not re-
ccive the leaft degree of Improvement? If I have vainly
flatter’d my felf, or am under a Miftake, I have been led in-
to it, againft my will, by {everal {fuccefsful Cures. And In-
deed, who can refift the Teftimony of Experience, when it
is upheld by Reafon, and follow’d with Succefs? But in
order to difplay flill more the excellent Virtues of Minerals
and Mettals, let us endeavour to apply them to the moft
grievousand flubborn Difeafes ; for the Reader will thus far
at leaft be made fenfible by it, that if I have fometimes
offer’d my felf to cure thofe defperate Diftempers, which
had been given over by ether Phyficians as incurable, I
did not do it altogether rafhly and through Ignorance.

| There
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There is but one Law in Nature, thofe infinite variations
it receives even being the Caufe of its apparent Differences,
The Digeftions, Diflolutions,Coagulations, Precipitations, ¢ée.
which are caus’d in the Body, very nearly follow thofe O-
perations, which are perform’d by Chymiftry; thofe Coagu-
lations which produce Chronical Difeafes, are too hard and
tenacious to yield to the Diflolvents of the Stomach,
- which are only firong enough to digeft our Nourifhment,
but too weak to diffolve any Liquids, that aré become over
vifcous: The very Diffolvents themfelves are often infefted
with this fault, the folid Parts become relax’d, the Elaftick
Power leflening proportionably, as it ceafés to be upheld, and
quickned by Spirituous Liquids. ‘The Food by a neceffry
confequence, turns only into a kind of glewifh Pap, inftead
of a liquid, fubtil and {pirituous Chyle; and the Strength
of the Body which diminifhes every ddy gives us fhll lefs
Reafon to hope for a Cure. 'Tis however true, that fome
Perfons have recovered their Health, by a prudent choice of
Food, change of Air, and by a moderate Dyet; but we muft
likewife ingenuoufly confefs, that all thefe Helps do very of-
ten prove too weak, and that it is not very prudent to truft
too much to them; feeing they have not a conftant and
infallible Efficacy of themfélves, but only as far asthey are
upheld by other more efficacious means. Can we expeét,
that Food alone fhould be able to correft the defets of the
Chyle, which communicates its own defels to every thing:
ittouches? Can we, for inftance, imagine that Milk {hall have
greater power to {weeten Vinegar, than Vinegat to turn and
fower the Milk ? The fame thing happens in the Stomach,
and in all the Liquids of the Body, whichbecome fo fharpand
vitiated, that we muft not wonder at the fiercenefs of thofe
Symptoms, which attend it, Impura corpora quo plus nutri-
eris, eo magis lédes, fays Hypoerates ; and daily Experience
fhows it: For the Jellies of thofe Animals and Vegetables
we feed upon, are in their nature a little vifcous; and in or-
der to extralt from them a quickning lively Spirit, they
ought to be penetrated, and deftroy’d, diffolv’d; {o as toform
2 new being, viz. a fpirituous Chyle; but in ficknefs, the

Liquid

i
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Liquids of the Body are too tenacious to produce fuch an effect .
Tis much moré likely, thatthofe Jellies fhould become of the
fame Nature and Charaéter with thofe viciated Liquids. Ga-~
lenical Medicines gives us little reafon to hope for a2 more
effectual help from them: Letting of Blood compleats the
ruin of ‘that natural Strength which wras left, and exhaufts
the elaftick Virtue of the Fibers of the folid parts. This.
elaftick Force, finking under the weight of the vifcous and
clammy Liquids, that over-power it, can make but a very
faint refiftance: neither doth bleeding deftroy or correét the
principles of Coagulation; in acute Difeafes indeed, it is an
excellent Remedy, where this elaftick power is entire; not
exhaufted, but opprefled; not deftroy’d, but over-burthened.
It fuffices to remove that clogging Weight, whofé Gravity
exceeds the refiftance tyhicﬁ.'that elaftick Power can oppofe
to it; and then that power difplays it felf wholly and returns
to its primitive State. The Liquids, in acute Diftempers;
are full of Spirituous and artificial Salts and Sulphurs, which
are only intangled in thofe very thick Liquids. Bleeding
takes away part of that Weight, which did fuppres thofe
Powers, after whicli they recover themfelves in a little
while, and vigoroufly fhake off; and expel the remaining
part of the weight, which Bleeding could not remove: Burit is
far otherwife in chrenical Difeafes; the Elafticity of the
folid parts is near entirely ruin’d, by the too long abode of
the ftagnated Humours, the Fibers are everpower'd by un-
wholfome vifcous juices, from which all their ftriving can
not extricate them; whether it be betaufe thejr texture is
relax’d by the abode of thofe Hamours, or becaufe thofe
very Fibers, having been fwel’d up for fome time by a
fermenting Liquor, (and, which is worfe, by a Fermentation
which tends to the deftruction of the charater it oughe
to have in order to be ufetul) lofe their Foree by having
been too long and to fuch a degree extended, as to have been
driven out of thofe Limits which Nature had given them:
which is the reafon why their Endeavours to recover thems
felves, are {0 faint and weak; to which you may add tha¢
the continual Convulfions and Contiactions which the Fibers

have
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have labour'd under, have entirely wafted their Vigour and
Strength. A Fiddle-firing muft infallibly break, if ferew'd up
too high and beyond the Bounds of its Elafticity, which
diminifhes according to the degree of Violence it receives.
In Chronical diftempers, the Liquids are entirely deftitute’
of any Spirits able to diffolve their vifcofity ; Bleeding there-
fore can be but of little Ufe, fince it takes away that re
maining Strength of the Patient which was his only hope;
neither are Galenical purgatives more fuccefstul, they do but,
as it were, flide over the coagulated Humours, without be-
ing able to diflolve or reach to the Bottom of them, They
bringaway indeed fome crude matter,and fometimes they purge
that Serum away, which would have been ufeful in un-
glewing the vifcous Humours. T own indeed that fome Purges
fuch as Coloquintida, Senna, Gum Ammoniacum,Gum Guutta,
Scamony; Jalap, and the'like do diffolve thofe vifcofities 3
but when' the Rofin of thofe purging vegetables comes ta-
ftick to the Bowels, what Pains, what excruciating Gri-
pings do they not caufe ? 'Such as throw the Patient into-
viplent Convulfions, or caufe fome mottal Inflammation in
the Bowels. 'Thefe dangerous inconveniences have forced
the Galenifts to invent an hundred ways and mixtures
to foften  thofe turbulent and dangerous Medicines.  But
a poor Patient is greatly to be pity'd, who is forcd
- to ufe fuch precarious Remedies, which have need of other
Remedies to correét and allay their Malignity, which fets'
the vifeous:Liquids into a ferment, and diforder; the fharp
Particles bothof the Humours; and Purgatives, diffufe them=
félves throughout the habit of the Body, and ft it on Fire:
this may be eafily known by the dulnefs of ‘the Pulfe, the
rednefs of the Urines the drynefs of the Bowels, an ex-:
ceffive drought, which always foellows fiich kinds of Purges.
But what benefit-doth the Patient receive by thus mertify-
ing himfelf ? *The moft grievous Symptoms are fufpended
for fome few Days, and then the Patient finds his hopes of
a quick Recovery entirely fruftrated: The Symptems return
again with greater fiercenefs, becaufe the acrimonious Salts
of the Purgative have infus'd thenfelves into the whole

E Mafs



56 A.New Method of Curing::

Mafs of Blood, whofe too tenacious Subftance they are sot
able to-difloive, thnugh they are powerful enough to:throw
the nervous kind into Convulfions, and to jcaufe eﬁrﬁdﬁd
Inflammations in the: Membranes. Thpfﬂ Salts are, if I may |
be allows’d the Expreffion, t W'{E}&, to break the Texture of a
Vitrioline fixt Salt, very near refembling a- Mineral Salt, whrch,
keeps the Humours in a kind of (fixedne(s and Coagulation.:
"The very Liquids cdnnot: affociate themfelves with. thofe.
Salts, whofe Figure is tooirregularfor their Nature; w]m-hm; :
Time: of - Hemth is uf al fw’eﬂmeﬁ \rﬂr}F much iglgg nhatj.jfﬁ_ !
Milk.

~Here then lies thu grcat, thc chlef Diﬂiculry, in Elch Ca-'
ﬁ:s, wviz. in finding out proper Remedies to, correét thofe |
viciated Ferments, which are the Principle of thofe grievous -
Dileafes, in reftoring thofe Savours which had been fpoil'd, :
and that fatal Texture which bad corrupted  the Nature :
of the Humouws;  in | caufing  thefe - to become more :
fubtil, -liquid  and fptriruuus. ‘by fuch Salts and Sulphurs,
which, without being dlter’d by, or: ‘Teceiving any. change in
their Nature, from the viciated’ Ferment;-may be able, b;w
little and little to -deftroy that: Coagulation, "to loofen ithe |
100 firong ‘Texture of| the Blood, and. gently to flimulate;
the Solids, : for. fear of caufing an Inflammatien in them,
aod laftly: to blunt 'and ~abforbo the teo fixed ‘Points of th:.,
Vitrioline Salts.. The Remedies therefore in this Cafe muft.
be fuch ag have neither too manifeft 'aSaveur, ner too 'much;
Aétivity; which being infus'd inte the Blood, 'and mixing:
themfelves with the Particles of it, «do by lictle and little,:
feparate and break.its too grofs Sulphur,: by~ their Weight)
and  Motion,  Such is, forinflance, the Upemtmnn‘[-' Mercu--
ry,  which is ‘indeed an excellent Remedy againft feveral.
crievous Difeafes; but as, we' fhall fhow by and by, is at-
tended with fo many Inconveniences in Venereal Cafes, and
fo often tails of Succefs, ~that T thought it’ well deferved:
all my. Study and Application, to find out/avgreater and:
fafer Specifick, fuch as'mightbe free from the Inconveniences:
of the other, ' And the Succefs 1 have been: blefd'd with-
doth {ufficiently affure me of mjr good Fortune, in the
difcovery
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the firft loofing their Vertue before they reach the Blood,
being fiript of it in the Stomach or Bowels; the others in-
deed, pafs into, and mix themfelves with the Humours,
but their Nature and Contexture being too weak and {oft, they
contract the very defeéts of the Liquids which they were defign’'d
to correct; but if their Contexture be notfufceptible of them,
then they excite fome ftrange Fermentation, and inftead of cor=
recting the vitiated Ferment, they fet the whole Body on Fire,
All alterant Remedies are either extracted from Herbs, or
from bitter, acid and acrimonious Roots: But what good
can we hope for from' thofe Juices which are very near of the
fame ‘kind with ours, 4nd of the fime Nature with the Hu-
mours of our Bodies, feeing thefe are produced by the Jui-
ces of Vegetables, and that in reality they are one and the
fime, difguis’d under different Forms? or how fhall they
be able to correét the viciated Savours, 'when  themfelves
are {0 apt to corrupt ? ‘what diforders would they ﬂﬂhéﬂﬁ
in the Blood, if they could bring their whole Force -along
with therh, without receiving any alteration in the Stomach
and Bowels? A Medicine drawn from Vegetables convey'd
into” the Blood, crude, and undigefted by the Stomach, is
capable of caufing very great diforders in it; Thence come
thofe - terrible over-pugings, and that ﬁatal Diflolution of
the Humours, which is often attended with fiuch Leannefs,
as foon reduces a Man from a vigorous and flourifhing
State of Health, to a mere waIkmg Skeleton ; and this fatal
' Change fometimes, happens in a tew Days; not to take
notice of thofe Inflammations, which turn to a general
Mortification always. attended with Death. . Tis no eafy
Matter-to ftop the Impel:uuus Force of Medicines drawn
from Vegetables, when it once difplys it felf, by an ua-
{eafonable Fermentation. Chronick Difeafes can be cur’d no
other way but that, by which Nature has produced them,
that is, leafurely and flowly. A Phyfician ought not to
expect that a Difeafe, which has been a long while breeding
by a diforder’d Conftitution; can be eradicated in fe‘W Days;
neither will it be effected by great and wﬂicnt, but by
g;:ntle and moderate Evacuations: met by too vigorous an
Tk ExPLﬂﬁcun
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Expulfion by Urine or Sweat, butb]ra gentle and infenfi-
ble Perfpiration; not in :R.hﬂuﬁlng, but cnrmfhng the Blood,
and ddh'oymg the vicious Principle wrth wh:ch it was,
infeéted. o
_Now it is c:rtam t]:ult Ch}'mlﬂrjr alone can ﬁlﬁh .-
Mcrtallmc and Mmerm Suiphurs and Salts, and { rigen and
fiﬁ!.’ﬂﬂtm them by Fire, as that they may produce fuch
y Effeéts. It furnifhes us with Emeticks, Purg“tives.
B,}aghon:t]cks, Diureticks, and Alterants, -all which have more
or lefs Force, according to. the Pleafure of the Artift, Met-
taiimk or Mineral Purgatives, bemg well Prcpared do evacu-
ate, t.he peccant “Humours, -without leaving any Drynefs or
Sw&llm in_the Bowels, 0 frequent a?ter Vegetable Pur-
gatives: Nﬂthcr do we ever {ee them anﬂrﬁcﬂ with tlwfé
Radundznccs, and dangcrmm Dlﬁbluuons of the Humaurs,
OF, 20X of thofe. Super-purgaunns and Inflammations, which
thc,.B.nﬁn of Vegetables caufes in the Eows!s Diureticks
and Diaphoreticks. drawn from Vegetablas, an: too. apt to
cau.ﬁ: vm]ml; Bummga and a dmgeraus Ferment, . which. jum-
Hll‘.lg the ufeful and ,hl].l'];fl.ll Pa.l'tllﬂﬂﬁ ﬂffh(: I, l,uds togb.
ther, caufe a confufe mixture of them. The nice Contex-
ture of - the Solid Parts, doth infenfibly lofe its Tonick
Motion, by reafon of tilc effion ‘whlch the Acrimo-
nious. Salts make uponi it, thus it happcns that Juices
ad:mm&red to a Patu:ut, o carref]fn the vicious Humours,
degenerate into ilmunmus and, Saline S;.I;s, by taking the
Charater of the vitiated , Salts. thcy fhould hagﬂ cerrc&nd
or at leaft were given to that End: wbnpc; lt_oftcuhap-
pens that the Symptoms become fiercer than. they were
before the takmg of thofe Sudorificks or Dureticks of Vege-
tables ; becaufe the Serofity of the Humours being. leffend, the
acrimonious Salts draw nearer to oneanother, and bwhmﬂ more
violent ; for whilft they were diffolved audﬁ;pnramtibyagreater
quant!ty of Serum, their Force ~was much Ieﬁ,,butnpwthg
Liquids being deprivid ofagreat?m*tnfthmr Serofity, be-
gome - fharper and more filine. Thofe Diaphoreticks and
Alterants, which are drawn from Mettals and Minerals, are
fo e;:tl;ral)r E:ccfmmﬁmhhconmcncex, that they are

even
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even nnpeneu'abl’e b}r Fire it ﬁ&If {i.fch are Gold, Silﬂ'er s
ron, Tin, Mercury, Antimony, ‘and Mineral Salts. Haw.
ever Fire may difpuife them, they never lofe - their Nﬁ-
ture, and are ftill reducible to their natural Form; fo that
we need not fear leil the viciated Ferment of the Euﬂ]r
l'hould change rheu‘ Nat;ure, or he mcrea{éd by thr.'m Tn
tied to certain fixt Degfees of ‘U"irtue. ‘which admit cﬁ'" ﬂrr
AUgmenraﬂan or Diminution, accordm,g to the Variety of
Symptﬁms and if any attempt is made to alter them, gfﬁ
ther it deflroys - their Virtue, or changes it into a quite differ-
ent one. Chymiﬁ:s have given hmdreds of different Forms
to their vcg”:’tabf&‘ Purgatives, in ‘order to increafe; leflen
or corredt their Force, without any other Succefs than that
of changmg them’ either into Pol{‘ons, or indifferent Reme-
dies.  What is thé Rofin of Scamony, ‘Senna, Cnloqumtfa
da, e, extraéted with S irit of Wine,” but a moft’ fbw
erful Caul'tl{:li, which caufes” very " tetrible ‘Convulfions and
ineffectual’ Gﬁ?irg§ in the Bowels, attqndbﬂ fometimes with
dangerous ‘Inflammations? what are “their” Saline Particles,
when feparated from the Rofin, but a fimple Diuretick; of
lefs Valué than Salt of Tartar?”fo that if we muft needs
ufe. Vegetables,  we ought to leave 'theitn’ Juft as’ Namutpre—
fents théem to i.tk_. and content our felies with only clean~
fing ‘them.  Their Earth}r Particles, of whlcﬁ Chymiftry
divefts them, ferve for a Curb to their Salts and Sulphurs,
and quahﬁe therr A&mr}r " The Virtues of Vegetable con-~
fifts nf:ilthﬂ" in’ theif Salts, nor their- Shiphurs feparately;
but in the L]rﬁuri of both tugether, “with a certain Portion
of FIegtn and ' of Earth, The fupreme Author of Natltr&
has ‘dos'd alltheir " Principles in {6 ‘exa&t a Manner,’ t'iiat
hitherto the Wit ‘of Man his'not been able to fathom ' it,
and when they’ Tave ‘gone about- to’ diftirb, or alter thei
Order an&"f‘m}b&ﬁdﬂ* ‘they havf: deﬂrdy’ii* or qtite alterd
the Virtié of ‘the whole. It is’ not {0 “with Mettals and
Minerals: “T‘f:mrqﬁfn'me may be increasd. or lefend, or
quite takfﬁ away according to the ‘Purpofes they are de-
ﬂgn’d for. * Ahtimony dxﬂ%rcnti;.r prepm‘& becomes a ftron-

ger
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ger or weaker Emetick, or' ceafing to be:dn Emetick, be<
comes Diaphoretick.  Mercury may ber:chang'd 'into 'the”
moft . violent of all Poifons, wiz. Corrofrve Sublimate, and-
from that terrible Poifon, one: may make it ‘the gentleft
Retncd}r, viz. Mercirius duleis, or Aquila alba; and thus
it is that thoft Mettals and Minerals which are of o hard-
and ftrong a Nature, :as not-to be altet’d. by any Force of
Fire, do neverthelefs, as it were obey, with a. ﬁ:l.l‘pﬂz.mg;
Docility, the Will of the' Artift in every thing. |
 Itis impofiible to account rationally for the Modus of
thl':fc Mineral and . Mettallick diffolvents. operating upon a
coagulated Liquid, unlefs-from the  Mechanifm or Configu-
ration of the Parts which compoi‘c both: the one and the.
other. Water will afford .us an Inftance of it, four Ounces
of which diffolves two Ounces of common Salt, and . then:
one Ounce of Allem, after- that an Ounce of Salt-peter,
and laftly one Ournee, of Sal Armoniack: Notwithftanding
the whole Mafs' deth not feem to. the ‘Eye to be fivell'd,
or fo much as thickned, from whence we muft infer that
the Particles of thofe Salts are very differént both in Figure.
and Bignefs, and! that there are great interftices between the
Particles of the -Water, [to-contain fo many Matters, without
thowing any vifible, increafe of its' Bulk- or Height, or  dif-
covering any of thole Salts, unlefs the Water be c'mpﬂrated '
This Inflance will-afford us great Light and Facility, in
exphining the Adtion of Mineral and Mettallick Diflolvents’
upon the vifcous, thick, or' coagulated Humours of our Bo-.
dies. Thefe diffolvents are Sulphureous and Saline; and the
freer -they are from Foreign Matters, the more cafily they
penetrate thofe Bodies they are to diffolve. - If our Liquors’
are become thick with coarfe ‘Sulphurs, ‘their Diflolvent
ought to be Sulphureous,: but of a more firm'Contexture ;
Antimony furnifhes us with it, being altogether Sulphureous,:
and one Sulphur being the Diffolvent of another. - If the co-:
agulated Liquid is of 'a Rofinous Nature, fome Aqueous Mi-'
neral muft be added to-the Sulphureous Diflolvent; for Ro~
finous Bodies are of Nature partly Aqueous, and partly Sul-
phurcous. If the Liquid is altogether .oyly or’ fulphureou;;
the
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the Diffolvents that muf be vfed; ought to be Oyls and
Sulphurs drawnfrom Mettals and Mmcrai& Sulphurs are the
moft powerful of all Diflolvers of Rofinous, Bituminous,
Fat, and other like matters; Spirits not being firong enough
for them. The great Chymifts of ‘former. Ages, who
wrought fuch furprizing Cures, 'underflood how to diveft:
Mettals of their’ Sulphur; fuch is the. Hydropick Sulpbur,
or Diaphoretick Gold .of Potier, the Ens Veneris of Van Hel-
mont and the Stowe of Butler.” I hope the World being, in
Time, convine’d by many fuccefsful Experiments, of which
T am already able to produce a confiderable' Number, will do.
me that Juftice, as to place fome of my Tinitures and
Salts in the Clafs of thofe noble Medicines,

Saline Diflolvents are very powerful. They a:ee;thar
Acid or Lixivial: The Acid ones are dgua fortis and Aqua
Regalis : The Lixividl are either fixed or volatil; the fixed
are all Alealious Salts extracted by Fire, the volatil ones will
be raisd even by a gentle Fire, fuch is the Spirit of Sal
Armoniack.The Lixivial ones receive all their Force from the
Acids, and thefe do- not aft fo powerfully upon the fixed,
as the volatil Salts; becaufe’ the Pores of thefe are more o-
pen: And that is the Reafon why they are not proper in
Hypocondriack Cafes, or the Yellow-Jaundice where the Salts
are fixed and vitrioline. When. therefore' a2 Mettallick or
Mineral Diflolvent . mixes it fIf with the Liquids of human
Bodies, it receives into its own Pores as much of thofe
Liquids as they can contain; but as thofe very Diflolvents
have likewife Pores of divers Figures, every one of them im-
bibes fuch Particles as agree with their own Figure and
Diameter, as we {aid juft now of common-Water, ﬁm.!
Qunces of which diflolves five Ounces of different Salts, -

It is therefore the Duty of a Phyfician to make chma;d-f :
3 proper Diffolvent, and of an exat proportion to the Body
it is intended to diffolve; a Diffolvent, whofe Virtue may
‘be open’d by the Heat or Motion of the Parts, which
compofe the Liquors of our Bodies. If the Diffolvent is
100 volatil, its Virtue will fpread it £If without any effedt,
by too quick-a Motion, or 100 great a Heat: If it is too

fixed,
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fixed, it will not fufficiently difplay it felf. This laft man-
ner of operating is that of abforbents or alterants, fuch s
infipid Earths, either Mettallick or Mineral, as of Iron, An-

“timony, Vitriol and Allom. Others operate another Way,

fome by breaking, tearing and gnawing thofe Su[PhuIS
which are of too hard a Contexture, and too ftrongly uni-
ted and knit together, as the dulcify’d Spirit of Salt, Salt-
peter, Vitriol, Allom, Sulphur and Copperas. Others laft-
ly diffolve only by their Weight, Motion and Figure, as
Mercury. As I only undertook this fmall Effay, to explin
more peifectly the Operation of Mercury in the Pox, and
have rummaged the whole Materia Chymica with this on-
ly View, of finding out a more gentle, and fafer Remedy,
than Mercury ; the Reader will permit me to explain more.
fully, both the Nature of this cruel Difeafe, fo fatal and
yet fo juft an Effe& and Punithment of Debauchery, and
the manner of Mercury operating in the Cure of it,

A fmall attention on the Effe@s of the Pox, will be
fufficient to make us fenfible, that the Blood and Humours
do thicken by little and litcle, and to a certain Degree, and
that they diffolve themielves afterwards into an Acrimonious
Serum, of fo cauftick a Nature, that it gnaws the very
Fleth and Bones, Our Notions concerning this matter could
not have been fufficiently underftood, without a previous
and exact knowledge of thofe Principles we have been laya
ing down, both with refpet to the Naturz of acute, or
chronick Diftempers, and the manner of operating of Met-
talick and Mineral Remedics. It is not neceflary to ob-
ferve to the Reader, that the Pox is of the Chmmck kinel,
Its beginnings feem very unlike the cruel and fatal Effedts
which difplay themfelves afterwards. The Virus communi-
cated by the Union of both Sexes,doth not amount perhapsto the
hundredth part of a Grain: It is like the Poifon of a Viper;
one can hardly conceive how the fine fmall Tooth of that
Creature, can communicate it thro’ the little Orifice it
makes. What can the Glove of a Perfon that has the Itch,
communicate to one that is found? Neverthelefs, thefe
{eemingly weak Principles, will in time caufe very dreadful

F Dilcades
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Difeafes, and fometimes Death; howbeit I don’t pretend
to write a compleat Treatifc of the Pox, nor copy the
Authors who have writ on the Subject: My Notions are ©
entirely different from theirs, they do but copy one another,
and lay down the fame erroneous Principle, wiz. that Mer--
cury is the only Remedy againft that Difeafe. The whole
World has entirely rely’d on the Integrity of Fobn Carpi,
a Phyfician of Bolognia in Italy, who having found in the
writings of fome Araébian, that Mercury was very good to cure
old Ulcers, he kill'd fome of it in Hogs-Greafe, as is pra-
&iced at this Day, and apply’dit to an old Ulcer, which had
refifted all other Remedies, becaufe the Patient had the
Pox, a Difeafe pretty well known at that Time, as we
may fee in one of Erafmus’s Colloquies, but judg’d then
incurable, This Mercurial application was follow’d with 2
Salivation which did very much furprize the Phyfician,
who expeéted nothing lefs than fuch an Effeé. Had he known
that Purgatives could cure it, we had perhaps never been
acquainted with this Medicine: However he took freth
courage, when he found that as he went on with the Sz-
livation, the Ulcer heald. Being therefore by this lucky
Chance, become Mafter of fuch a Secret, he got immenfe
riches, and as every honeft Man ought to do, he did at his
Death difrover this Remedy to the World; which has en-
tirely rely’d upon it, without ever fo much as endeavouring,
either to prevent thofe great Inconveniences which attend
and follow it, orto find out elfewhere more efficacious, and
fafer, or to fay all in one Word, lefs cruel Remedies than
that.
The firlt Effe@s of this Difeafe are an unwillingnefs to flir,
2 heavinefs all over the Body, a lazy reiuctancy to all manner
of exercife, an invincible defire of Sleep, a deep Melan-
choly, and a continual heavinefs of Heart : thefe are the firft
tokens of the Liquids being thicken’'d, by the Venereal Fer-
ment, which we have Reafon to judge to be Acid ; neither
do we know of any other Principle of Coagulation. Thefe
firft progrefles are followed by flying Pains in all the Limbs,
which fometimes fettle in the Head, where they caufe violent
fhootings,
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fhootings : fometimes in the Stomach, where they caufe
continual Vomitings: f{ometimes they lodge in the Breaft,
which makes the Patient think him{lIf in a Confumptions
becaufe he coughs much, and fpits little or nothing; he feels
a violent Pain in his Back when he fetches Breath, and
fomething that lies crofs his Stomach, and almoft ftops
his Breath. Sometimes thefe Pains are felt only in the Flefh,
and the Patient thinks them only Rheumatick; but this
pretended Rheumatifim, though it difperfes or affwages it
felf very much by perfpiration, whilft the hot Weather lafts,
will return again in cold Weather, at the fall of the Leaf,
and in Winter, Ina Word, this dreadful Difeafe, Prothens
like, affumes the fhapes of all Diftempers, and unlefs a Phy-
fician be a Man of great Experience in this kind, and a
difcreet judicious Man, he will be eafily miftaken, and the
Variety of the Symptoms will fo confound him, that if he
doth not tike a great deal of Care he will (as hath been
often done) condemn the Innocent to the Pox, and abfolve
the Guilty.

The third degree of the Pox fhows it felf by fharp,
painful, and itching Tetters or Morphew; Puftules and Scabs
on the Face, Head, and moft Times all over the Body; Ulcers
in the Throat, 2 hard Callofity on the infide of the Mouth;
and by many other terrible Symptoms. Thofe Shankers
which feem’d at firft to give birth to this monftrous Dif-
cale, and foon after difappear’d, through the Impatience of
the fick Perfon, and often by the unskilfulpefs of the Sur-
geon, do fhow themfelves a-frefh, and cannot be removed
but by an aétive Remedy of a very diflolving and penetra»
ting pature. Condiloms appear in the Fundament; ’tis then
that the Patient begins to be perfuaded that his Diftemper
is Venercal; in a word, the laft degree of this Diicafe is
an exquifite Pain in the very Bones and Mamow: Suchan
invincible Infomny, that Opium it felf cannot overcome it;
A rottennefs in the Bones, Exoftofes, Callous Ulcers in the
Arms, Legs and Thighs, which no Remedy, inward or
outward, can remove: An extreme leannefs and lanknef§
attended with an extraordinary weaknefs, which puts the

P Phyfician
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Phyfician out of all hopes of his Patient’s being able to go
through ® Salivation : you may likewife obferve that fome-
times it turns to a Venereal Confumption; many Inflances
of which we have feen, which we fhall mention in their
proper pIac:, and it muft be owned ingenuoufly that this
laft degree is fcarce curable,

: Reaibn and Experience confirm this: in the ﬁrﬂ: §mgc,
the Blood was aftually coagulited and condenfed by the
Vitrioline Leaven, it afterwards becomes more liquid, by
the A&ion of the Mercury, and may difentangle it felf from
the Verereal Poifon by Salivation : And as in this Cafe the
Principles of the Blood are not deftroy’d, the Patient may
ke thorougly recover’d; but if the fame Venom has but
time enough, by its' Acrimonious Salts, to corrode the
Su]phur, or Filaments of the Blood, the whole Mafs, which
in the fuft' Stage was altogether vifcous, and too thick,
begins to diffolve, tecaufe the Sulphur, which is the bond
ALY, o unites all other Principles, is here broken
and defiroy’d; and' this Mafs thus diffolv’d, becomes a Se-
rum full of corrofive and cauftick Salts, which gnaw “the
very Flefh and Bones: Coagulations are caus'd fometimes in
one Part, and fometimes in another, by reafon of the re-
union of the fhatter’d Sulphurs, which now compofe .a
new kind ‘of Mafs, which caufes Knots, and Exoftofes in
the Pones; wherever thefe Mafles do concentre in their
Subftance, ‘’tis then they tumify and caufe the Bone to
fiwell every way very much beyond its natural Diameter.
The Flefhy Fibers undergo the fame fate, being foak’d
with a corrofive Serum, full of fuch Salts, as turn it inte a
kind of Aqua fortis, which gnaws and totally defiroys
their Texture, and produces fuch terrible Ulcers, as often
caufe thofe Parts where they are feated,“to rott and drop
off. Thefe are the fatal fruits of a Difeafe: which Men
too often willfully and rafhly ‘expofe themfelves to.

But in erder to give an exalt Idea of the Operation of
Mercury, let us fairly and Impartially examine what this
Mineral is, and we fhall foon find that it has no fpecifick
Virtue to cure the Venereal Difeafe, exclufive of any other.

Its
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Tts Operation is altogether mechanical; and in order to um-'
derftand it rightly, we muft not confider it as having any
Affinity in its Principles with any other Mettal or Mine-
ral: it is of 2 Species entirely peculiar, and we may juftly
wonder that the Partifans of Acid and Alcali fhould rank him
amongit the latter, becaufe Acids alone can fix it. The
Wheels of a Watch may as well be call'd Alcalies, and the
Grains of Duft which ftop their Motion Acids. Mereury is
@ real, liquid, and unalterable Mettal, it may indeed receive
fome difguife from Fire, or {fome of the moft ative Salts,
but neither the Fire, nor Salts, can alter its Subftance, or
deftroy its Texture, its Principles eluding all their altivity.
How many crazy Heads have vainly fpent their whole
Lives and Eftates to fix this Prothens ?

We conceive Mercury as a heap of Globules, perfeétly
round, without being by any thing faften’d or united to
cach other, and exceffively {mall, infomuch that every one
of them by it felf has {o little gravity, that the Air or Wa.
ter can bear them up; Experience fhows it to be fo, fince
that Water, wherein Mercury has been boil'd, acquires. its
Virtue to ‘fuch a Degree, as to caufe a Salivation, if we
wafth our Heads with it; this is a fak that admits of oc--
cular demonfiration, Senfe and Reafon as well a Phyfick
muft convince one, that, although the boil'd Mercury feems
not to have decreas’d in its Weight, yet fome of its Glo-
bules muft neceflarily fivim in the Water. Tungere enim ¢b
tangi mﬁ Corpus res nulla poteff.  To all thefe qualities of
the Globules of Mercury, we may add that their Surface is
round, extremely flexible, fmooth and fleck ; which being grant-
ed, it is very eafy to explainall the various Phanamena which this
Mineral produces. The exa&t Roundnefs and Smoothnefsof its
Particlesis manifeftly the Caufe of its exceflive Mobility. There
is no Plain of {o exact and {fmooth a Surface, as tobe free from
little unevennefles and Eminences, fuch as will deftroy theEquili-
brium of thefe {mall and perfeétly round Bodies; and this is the
Reafon of their being in a perpetual Motion among them-
felves, They unite and dif-unite with the greateft Facility,
becaufe they are not tyed one to another by any Bond:
The Water which bears them up, as we faid juft now, their

being
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being driven up by a fmall Heat, and difappearing, their
Facility to infinuate themfelves into the hardeft Bodies, all
thefe fufficiently prove their extreme’ Smallnefs. But how
fhall we reconcile this Volatility with their Ponderoufhefs,
equal at leaft to that of Lead? We need but follow our
Ideas, and we fhall account for it. Natural Philofophers
agree that the more compa& and clofe the Parts of a
Body are, the heavier that Body is with refpect to other
Bodies, whofe conftituent Parts are at greater diftance one
from another, and whofe Interftices are only fill'd with
Air. A Pound of Cotton would take no more room than
one of Lead, if its Particles were as clofely compacted as
thofe of Lead. The Globules of Mercury, being rounds
{fmall, {mooth, and of a mettalline Nature, do unite one
with another as clofely as may be, and leave no Spaces be-
twixt them but what are extremely {fmall; and this is the
Reafon of their Heavinefs, when they are re-united together,
But again, how fhall we comprehend how fuch finall Bodies,
of the Shape and Nature we have been deferibing thefe to
be, can notwithftanding be fo congeald and hardned, as
to appear fix'd, and to have received the Hardnefs of Met-
tal, fuch as the Alchymift gives them; infomuch that they
them{elves have been deceiv’d, and have made no doubt, but
they could render that Hardnefs permanent and durable ?
Let the Reader but confider that it is impoflible to diveft
thofe fimall Bodies of a foreign Sulphur, which they con-
tract when they are under the form of the Cinabar, which
is nothing elfe but common Sulphur, amalgamis’d with
Mercury. Let him confider that Salt-peter, Salt of Tartar,
¢oc. are all more or lefs loaded with Sulphureous Particles,
as we have heretofore obferv’d, and the Difficulty will foon
difappear. ‘Thefe Sulphurs {6 eafily mix on every fide, being
all of the fame Nature, that they entangle the Globules of
Mercury, and keep them afunder, and, as it were, inclos'd
in the $paces which happen betwixt the Particles of irre-
gular Figures of which thofe Sulphurs confift: and as that
Bond is only Superficial, without any ways adhering to the
inward Subftance of thefe Globules, it is esfily broken by
a flight



the VENEREAL DisEASE, 39

a {light Motion or Moderate Heat, and then the
appears in its native Shape without the leaft Alteration.

All thefe Notions being fuppos'd, let us ferioufly examine
what Humane Blood is, upon which Mercury operates.
It isa new being, a new Liquor extratted from our food,
This new Compound therefore is nothing elfe but a Col-
le€tion of the Salts of the Aliments, of the Salt with which
they are feafon'd, (whichis eafily diftinguifh’d in the Analy-
fis of the Blood, from the alimental Salts) of Sulphur,
Water and Earth. It has been found that out of r2 Oun-
ces of Blood, thereare 11 of meer Water, in which are the
Saltsand Sulphurs that {wim under the form of Filaments, the
Globules which caufé the Senfation of their red Colour,
which is more or lefs lively, according as they are further
from or nearer to one another; and laftly the Earth which
ferves, with the other Principles, to maintain an exaét
Harmony among them, and to keep within a jult Tempera-
ture, and agreeable to the animal Oeconomy, thofe Savours of
which Hypocrates {peaks. I believe this fimple Idea of the
Blood is {ufficient to explain the Mechanifin, which is ob-
ferv’d in the Operation of Mercury. It raifes a Salivation,
whether it be us'd by Unction or taken inwardly ; by both
which ways, it infufes it flf into the Mafs of Blood; its
A&ivity is encreafed by the Circulation of the Blood, or
by the internal or Fermentative Motion of the Parts of
which it confifts. It is a Maxim in Mechanicks, that hea-
vy Bodies aft not only in Proportion to their Bulk, but
likewife of their Velocity. A Cannon-ball of 24 Pounds,
fhot with all the Impetuofity that Powder can give it, is
equivalent to a W:!ght of feveral hundred Tuns, as its Ef
feGts fufficiently prove. The Globules of Mercury do roil
in the Blood, and ftrive hgamﬂ it both by their Gravity, and
by the Motion they recgwe from the Particles of the Blood
it felf, and by their vehemently fhocking againit them, they
are incapable of aflimilating themfelves to them; fo thatat
length they break and tear their Filaments, and reduce them
into coarfe Pieces, which {wim in the Serum as well as
the Salts; and thefe being, in part, difentangled from thofe

Filaments
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Filaments, are diffolved in the Serum. It is a known
Maxim, that they cannot aé unlefs they are diffolved;
wherefore they act with fuch Force, that they tear the Mouth,

and ulcerate the Throat, and fometimes fuffocate the Pa-

tient to Death; for ’tis not the Venereal Venom, as many

affixm without believing it, and many rca]ly believe with-
out- endeavouring to perfuade others of it; ’tis not 1 fay

the Venereal Poifon, as fuch, that caules fuch Effets, fince

they would as well happen to Perfons in Health, and free

from any Venereal Difeafe: but why doth Mercury more precife-

ly falivate, than caufe any other Evacuation? The Queftion

is eafily refolv’d: For the Filaments of the Blood being but

coarfely broken by the Mercury, do indeed indifferently’ of-
fer to get out at any of the excretory Veifels of the Body;.

but the Diameters of the Veflels, fuch as thofe ot Urine,
Sweat, and Perfpiration, are either too fireight to receive
fuch coarfe Matter, or are not of a fit Configuration for the
Particles of that Matter, The Salival Veflels alone ‘have

Diameters wide enough, and fit to receive it; feeing they.

are atually the largelt of all the excretory Veflels in the

whole Body: And that is the Reafon why in the Small-

Pox, in Malignant Fevers, in the Scurvy, ¢e. they often
afforda Paffage toa very thick Saliva, which comes forth natu-
rally and without the help of Mercury. Thus then it is
that Mercury diffolves the Blood, and thus it cures the Pe-
nereal Difeafe, viz. by exhaufting the Mafs of the Venereal
Blood, according to the Obfervations of feveral eminent Mo-
derns: This Mafs in a middle-fized Man amounts to about
24 Pounds, and in a Salivation a Man {pits for fome Days,
feven, eight, or nine pounds of Saliva, which is the very
Subftance of the Blood; fometimes a new Mafs doth form
it felf by litde and little, which makes an End of throwing
out the Venereal Poifon ; but this happens but feldlom. The
Puftules begin to appear afreth fome Months after, with all
the other attendants, which neverthelefs are eafily curd by
frequent Purges and fudorifick Dyet-drinks; which in my
opinion are only fit for Perfons in this Condition: fome-
times after having difappear’d, they return again with evi-

: dent
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dent Tokens that the Vemereal Principle is yet uudéﬁrﬁy’d
This is the firft Inconvenience that attends Mercury, wiz. that
it is not an abfolute and infallible Remedy. The fecond In-
convenience is, the Difficulty of meafuring out a-juft and
proper Dofe for every Patient in Unéion; for a Miftake in
this is often attended with very fatal Confequences. The
third Inconvenierice is, that the gentleft Salivation ought
always to be look’d upon as a very cruel Remedy, efpecially -
becaufe it wants aGually the three chief Chariers which
a good Medicine ought to have; which, according to Hip-
poerares, ought to cure quickly, furely, and plﬂaﬁﬁﬂf The
fourth Inconvenience that attends Mercury, is the fad Im-

preflion it fometimes leaves on the Members after its O

tion. Having confider’d the Mifery of thofe Patients, .whn,
to get cur'd of a Difeafe; grievous enotigh it muft be own’d,
expofe themfelves to fo many grievous Sufferings, lisble to’
{uch faralConfoquenc:s, without any fire, undoubted Grounds
to hope for a perfect Cure without Relapfe, or that they
fhall fuffer but a moderate Punifhment, nay even without .
any probable Hope that they fhall efcipe Death, under the
‘Operation of this Remiedy; I have apply'd my fIf to the
Search of a Medicine which might not be liable to fo many
Accidents. I conceiv’d, that the Way of Salivating, which is
fo violent, was not the Way which Nature had appointed to
difcharge thofe Impurities with which it is overwhelm'd; it
has appear’d to me more reafonable to deftroy that unnatural
Leaven, by driving it out by the natural Ways o Evacuation;
which dlone fuffice to precipitate the vitiated Leaven of other
Difeafes, tho’ as dangerous, and attended with as dreadful
Symptoms as thofe of the Pox. Prepoflefs’d with this No-
tion, which follows the Order of Nature, I thought, that
a Medicine that was very diffolving, very active and penc-
trating, which gently works by Stool, Sweat and Urine,
imight juftly ﬁlppiy the Place of Mercury; and I hope I have

at length attain’d it. A Man cannot, without fhutting his
Eyes to the Light, and giving the Lie to the firlt Phyficians
in the Kingdom, who have been ocular Witnefles of it;
deny but that this Medicine carries off, in a few Days, the
G mofk
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moft dreadful Symptoms of the Pox. The moft intelligent
Mafters of the Faculty, whu tho’ incredulous at firft, and full of
their ancient Prejudice,, ﬂppus’d with Might and Main, both
my Remedy, which they were ignorant of, and my Method
of Curing, have at length been forced to yicld to ocular,

Demonftration, and have fince honour’d me with their Friend- °

fhip and Efteem, and retradted the rafh Judgment they had
pafs'd againft me; neither have they granted me thofe Fa-
vours, which they before deny’d me, till they have had a full
Conviction and SatisfaGtion in the matrer; but have waited
a long while to fee whether the fo quick Effects of thisnew
Remedy would prove lafting, or whether they were not ra-
ther palliative Cures, which would only deceive the Patient
with a fhort-livd Joy: But after Months and Years were
elaps’d, they have feen the Patients entirely recoverd, and
not only continue in good Plight, but in a better State of
Health than ever they enjoy’d. And thus much I dare affirm,
that thofe who have trufted themielves into my Hands, have
reafon to be fatisfy’d with me. This I can anfwer for, that
my Remedy is in all Refpeéts preferable to Salivation, and
that it takes away the moft dreadful Symptoms in a much

fhorter time; and this it does by carrying off the Diftemper

by the moft natural Ways, 7. e. Stools, Sweat and Urine, as
we {aid before; and condequently never caufes any racking
Pain, feeing it works infenfibly, and without fo much as
difordering the Patient, or taking him off from his ufual Bu-

finefs: It neither tears the Mouth, nor ulcerates the Throat,

and {alival Vellels, even to the fpilftiﬂg of Blood, and voiding
it by Stool, as we have feen it happen by Salivations; it deth
‘not loofen the Teeth, nor break the Bridge of the Nofe; it
doth not lame the Patient; it doth not oblige a Man to make
his Will; in a word, it kills no body. If all thefe Advanta-
“gres don’t give the Preference to my Medicine, I fhall think
thofe Phyficians very unhappy, who fpend their Lives and
Health in Search of Means to seftore that of Mankind, if
they for whom they take fuch Pains muft rejeét whatfoever

15 found ufeful for the Prefervation of their Lives, to the very |

kit Moments of it. I am naturally fincere and ingenuous;
» dogle
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I don’t pretend that my Remedy is either the Eus Veneris of
Paracelfus, the Stone of Butler, or the Alcaeff of Van Hel-
mont; I only fay, that it is very active, diffolving, and one .
of the molt penetrating, and confequently the propereft to.
break the Texture of the Blood, to take away the Obftruti-
ons of the Vifzera, and to carry of all heterogencous Matters,
and confequently to purify the whole Mafs of Blood. Could
I, without being confirm’d by infallible Experience, advance
here, that my Remedy will cure fome Degrees of the Pox
which Mercury cannot? Fokn Curpi, Inventor of the Ufe of
Mercury, did at his Death communicate his Difcovery to the
_Woild; I hope in a fhort time, and without ftaying till that
laft Moment, to communicate mine likewife, I have a5 yet
- difcover'd it to no one, except to the famous M. de Chirac,
who has been an Eye-witnefs of feveral Cures I have per-
form'd with it, as we fhall more fully fhew by and by,

The Importance of the Subje& has oblig’d me to dwell
the longer upon Mercury, it being alone f{ufficient to fhew
the valt Difference there is between the Vertues of Meta's
and Minerals, and that of Vegetables in chronical Diftemper;
the former are flill preferable on two Accounts: They dif-
folve the too thick Liquids, and carry off the Principle of the
Difeafe either by precipitating it by Stool or Urine, or by
driving it out by Sweat and infenfible Perlpiration. The Dife
[olvents which are drawn from Vegetables, fuch as Gums- 41
moniacum, commonly never purge. The purgative and fir-
dorifick ones, ¢fe. receive fome Alteration in the Stomach
by the digeftive Ferment, which divefls them of their pur-
gative Quality. And, laftly, thofe that diffolve and purge at
once, {uch as Colocynth, Scammany, Gum-Gutta, Euphorbium,
Elaterium, ¢oe. greatly torment and gripe the Patient in their
Operation; but the Manner in which the Mineral ones, A=
timony, for inftance, do operate; is vaftly different; its -
muli being entangled in the fulphureous Salts of Tartar or
Salt-petre, which quickly diffolve in the Stomach, do irritate
the Membranes of it, or to fpeak more jultly, caufe Con.
vulfions in the Mufcles of the Ventricle; for, according to
the Difcovery of the illuftrious M. de Chirac, in Vomiting,

’ G2 the
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the Stomach is entirely quiet and paffive: The Muftles alone
a&, and with great Violenice prefs the Stomach and Bowels,
This great Phyfician made the Experiment ‘of it upon a Dog,
that had fwallow’d fome corrofive Sublimate, - He  ript
his Belly open, and with his Hand grip'd the Dog’s Stumack,-'
which had nio AGion at all whilft the Dog'did firain to vomit;
but e found it extraordinarily prefs'd, as well as his Hand that
held it, by the Mufcles of the Ventricle. ‘The great Ana-
tomift, M. du Verney, having try'd the fime Experiment, did
own the Truth of this Diftovery. ~When the Stimuli of the
Antimony cannot d:ﬁ:nmngle themfelves from the Tartar or
Salt-petre in the Stomach, whether by reafon of fome parti- -
cular Difpofition of that Part, or becaufe they are too fixd
by the Salts, they pafs-into the Bowels, where they are
loofen’d by the Choler, the pancreatick Juices, or by the
Chyle, which is here become more fibtle and penetrating,
by the Precipitation of the grofler Matter: They bégin then
to ftimulate the inward Membrane of the Bowels, their ver-
micular Motion increafes, .and throws off thofe coarfer Mat-
ters that were in them. When thofe Stimuli are very wel]
fix’d, by a great Quantity of Tartar or Salt-petre, as in the
Antimonism Diaphoreticum, they {lide along with the Chyle
into the Blood, and mix themfelves with all manner of Hu-
mours, by which they are diffolv’d, and let loofe, and thrown
upon all the Membranes of the Veflels, where they excite
fomc oentle Irritations, whether becanfe the Salts, which
curb their Aivity, are not yet entirely feparated frem them,
nor totally melted, -or becaufe thofe fharp Points were but
few in Quantity, or very much blunted by the violent Adtion
of the chymical Fire: As it happens in the Lilium Paracelf,
The Tonick Motion of the Membranes being thus increas’d
they, by their claftick Power, drive the Blood with greater
Force, the Pulfe becomes more vigorous, and all the animal
Funétions are revivid. 'The Nerves which are in or about
the Glands being more ftrongly contracted, prefs them the
more in Proportion to the Liquor which they fend into the
fecretory and excretory Veflels, after they have filtrated it,
and with the fame Swiftnefs as the Asteries which join
€9



»

the VENEREAL DISEASE. ' 4%

to thofe Glands, bring the Blood into them. The Secretion
by Urine, Sweat, and infenfible Perfpiration, is confiderably
increas’d, and the Blood thercby purg’d from its Foulnefs.
On the other hand, the Sulphurs of the Antimony diflolve:
the Liquids, blunt their Acidity, or fheath it in fuch manner,
that they can no longer hurt in their Paffage by Perfpiration
or Urine. Experience confirms our Reafon in this Matter..
Horflius has obferv’d, Lib. 7. O4f. 25. that thofe Difeafes
which are caus'd by Exhalations from Metals and Minerals,
cannot be cur'd but by metalline and mineral Remedies. The
Afthma, which is caus'd by the Fumes of Metals, but efpe-
cially thofe of Mercury, will not be overcome by any ordi-
nary Medicines, but requires mineral or-metalline ones, fuch
as Mercurius Dulcis, Turbith Mimeral, Cinabar .dntimonii,
Bexoarticum Silare, join’d to fome Purgatives. Laftly, Mi-
neral Waters, which fometimes are the only and the laft Re-
fort in chronical Difeafts, are here likewife our laft but deci-
five Refuge, and prove that Metals and Minerals afford the
greateft Remedies in the moft defperate Diféafes. Some of
them are Ferruginous and Vitriolick, their volatile Sulphur
infinuates it {elf with great Rapidity into the Liquors, dif=
folves them, and removes all the Obftructions and Obftacles:
which are occafion’d by their Vifcofity: Their harfh Tafte
fortifies the folid Parts by contraéting their Fibres, and ex-
citing their elaftick Force, which was languifhing and obs
ftructed by a too infpiffated Liquid.. It likewife contra&is
the Fibres of the Blood, and precipitates whatfoever might
alter its Texture. Others have a lixivious Salty mix’d with
a certain Quantity of Sulphur: Others have a nitrous Salt,
join'd likewife wirh a Sulphur, from which an Urinous Spi-
rit, or a volatile 'Alcali, is form’d: Some are meerly vitrio-
line, with a fmall Quantity of Earth: Others are alluminous;
and this Salt may be form’'d into'a Chryftal, like that of
Allom: Others are very hot, and full of a very fubdil Sulphtr,
becaufe they cool very quickly; and this Sulphur is full of ene;
of the moft volatile Salts: Now the Experience of all Ages
thews that all mineral and metalline Waters are generally the
}qﬂ: Refuge in all grievous Diftempers.  "Tis now high time

to
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te conclude this Diflertation, by anticipating fome Objedti-
ons which might be rais’d againft me.

And, Firft, It may be objeted here, that Remedies ex-
tratted from Metals and Minerals are fharp, cauftick, and real |
Poifons; but have not fome Vegetables the like Defect? Are
Tin, Iron, Lead, ¢éc. hurtful ? As for the Notion of Anti-
mony and Mercury being Poifons, it has lafted tiil the Middle
of the laft Century ; Van Helmont him{elf was not exempt frem
this Prejudice: Antimoninm, {ays he, quamdiicvonsitum ant [edes
movet, ¢ Mercurins revivificar poteft, Venena [unt, nec viri
boni Remedis. The Parliament of Paris condemn’d Anti-
mony as a Poifon. The Experiment which Lewis XIV.
made of it upon himfelf began to undeceive the World; it
cur'd him contrary to all Appearance: And the emetick Sort
began to be publickly ufed. It did not indeed fucceed upon
Cardinal Mazarine, and fo fell into Contempt for a while; -
but the dreadful Notion People had conceiv'd of it, leflen’d
by little and little, and it has gain’d the Character of the beft
of Medicines, efpecially againft acute Difeafes, when order’d
by an able Phyfician who knows the Nature of it. Let but
the Chymift be expert and well skill'd in the Preparation of
this and all others, and let the Phyfician be difcreet, and wait -
for the feafonable Opportunity of applying them, and thele
pretended Poifons will turn into the beft and moft excellent
Remedies; than which the Wit and Induftry of Man has never
hitherto been able to find better: For the Truth of this I ap-
peal to the practical Phyficians. If Mercury is of it felf
a Poifon, why doth it, when crude and without any Prepa~
ration, deftroy the Venereal Venom {o much more effica-
cioufly than when it is prepar'd, i. e. mix’d with Salts? How
comesit, that we may put halfa Pound of crude Antimeny into
a Diet-Drink without the leaft Danger ? Is there 2 more terrible
" Poifon than Corrofive Sublimate? And yet the Chymifts have
{o far fiweeten’d it, that itbecomesone of thegentleft, and moft
ufeful, of all Medicines. Are not the Spirits of Vitriol and
Salt.petre divefted of all their corrofive and cauftick Acrimony
by Refification? The natural Cinabar loofes its Arfenick by
Sublimagions, Coiions, and Letions, How many grievous
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and defperate Difeafes have been cur'd by thefe correfted Re-
medies? The Vertigo, Epileply, Pleurify, hyfterick and hy-
pocondriack Suffocations, Cholick, the Flying Gout, Rheu-
" matifm, the Great-Pox, the moft obftinate Itch, Tetters,
Small-Pox, and the like. Thofe Phyficians who dread the
Ule of thefe Medicines, are either very ignorant, or very care-
lefs; for it requires Labour and Study to be well acquainted
with them. If they do not always fucceed, (as there is no
Remedy infallible) let it but be narrowly look’d into, and it
will be found, either that they were not well prepar'd, or
that they were unfeafonably apply’d and ill tim’d; and then
’tis the Fault either of the Artift or the Phyfician, and not of
the Medicines. If a due Regard was had in the Adminiftra-
tion of them, to all the Circumftances of Age, Sex, Stiength,
Climate, Food, Habit of Body, the Charadter and various
Degrees of a Difeafe, the Remedy would fucceed better, and
not be made a Cloak to cover the want of Judgment and
Ability either inithe Phyfician or the Artift.

The Germans, Hollanders, and all the Northern Inhabitants,
efteem {ome metalline Tin€tures as precious Remedies, fuch
as the Liliwm Paracelfy, and even Lime-Water, which is
given inwardly with Milk in Holland againft the Phtyfick,
and with good Succefs; but in France, where the Air is
fharper, and the Bodics more tender, fuch Remedies are not
fo fuccefsful, by reafon of their too great Acrimony, Thafe
of both Sexes which could find no Relief from the Wa-
ters of Bourbon and Vichy, have been cur'd by the Wjter out
‘out of the Smith’s Forge: Metals and Minerals afford us all
forts of Remedies, and it is the Phyficians Bufinefs to apply
‘them at Need. But it may be farther objeed, that a Dii-
folvent ought to be homogeneous, or of the fame Nature
with what we defign to diflolve. Water is the Diffolvent of
Salts, Vegetables are more aqueous than Metals and Minerals,
they will confequently be more proper to diffolve Coagulati-
ons than thefe two laft, becaufe thofe Coagulations are caus'd
by too fixed Salts; but it doth not always hold true, that they
are produc’d by Salts, TheGelly of Broth, which continues

liquid
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quuzd as long as it is warm, grows thick as it grows cold,
ﬁm‘l its Particles ceafe to be agitated by the fivelling Heat.

The Particles of fulphureous, refinous, gunimy, oily, and
fat Liquids, extrated from the Animals and Vegetables we
feed upon, do congeal when the Heat or Motion which did
caufe their Agitation'is ceasd. Now it would be very i-
diculous to pretend to diffolve fuch fulphureous, refinous
Subftances by an aqueous Diffolvent. Among all the Salts,
there is but one which isan acid fixed vitrioline Salt, that can

caufe any Coagulation.  This Salt is the Principle of the Hy-

pocondria, Yellow-Faundice, and the like.  Now we muft
take great Care not to diffolve this Salt, for it would caufe
very great Diforders whenever it came to infufe it felf into
the Liquids: It muftbe fiveeten’d, and abforb'd in fome Mea
tallick,, fuch as Iron, and then carty’d aﬂ"l:?' Purgatives.
I own, that our chymical Medicines often require an aqueous
Vehicle, which may facilitate their ﬁccefé into the coagu-
Jated Liquids: The rapid Motion of the Particles of thefe
‘Remedies being mix'd with the Liquids, feparates and dif=
es their tenacious and vifcous Particles, and gives them
fome Share of their Activity, However, we don’t pretend
to firike out of the Mareria Medica all the Remedies that

are not either merallick ot mineral, there are fome Cafes in

which Vegetables are to be preferr’d; we only affirm, that

Metals and Minerals are the only Remedies capable to ‘carry
0&" long, obftinate, and defperate Diftempers.

“It will perhaps be farther objeted, that fome Cafes require
sefrefhing and moiftning Remedies, I grant it; but I would
likewife ﬁbfer*ic,_ that an expert Chymift knows how to ex-
tra¢t fome acid Liquors from Minerals and Metals calcin'd,
and expos'd for fome time to the Air, and afterwards di-
fil’d by a gentle Heat: Which Liquors are very moiftning
and refrefhing. By this means fome are extraéted from Iron;
fome from Copper, Tin, Antimony, Vitriol, ¢ée. That
which is drawn from Vitriol has fcarce any Tafte, and is of
great Efficacy in Vomitings, and Inflammations of the Reins,
Bladder, and other Parts; and in Apoftumations of the Womb,
Liver and Spleen,

ﬁl-'lff
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But, afterall, what Difeafes may not be curd 'mthnut the
Help of Humegtants, and what Dm.lght will not be allay’d
by moiftning Aliments, Water, Barley, Sweet Almonds, Let-
tice, Purflane, Prunes, Currants; ¢hee 2 ‘Andif thef fail, thofe
which are from any other kind of Vegemblcs will prove inef-
fectual, Neither are moiftning Remedies alone fufficient to
recover the too dry’d Entrails, but the dry’d Membranes will
acquire new Vigour by proper metalline Medicines, w which
Ancreafe their Motion, and gently contraét their Fibres, which
‘will therefore more clofely embrace the Aliments, which in-
&nﬁblj' moiften and refreth them.

If it be farther urg'd, that the Subftance of the Body is
oft and moift, and the Liquids of a Sweetnefs like that of
Milk, and that Metals and Mlnem]s on the contrary, are cor-
tofive; and capable of caufing great Diforders in the Bodys
we anfwer, that our Defign is not here to cry down, or to
forbid abfolutely the U of Vegetables; we pretend only to
affirm, that the ufe of Metals and Minerals is more efficaci-
ous, becaule they more powerfully excite the too relax'd Fi-
bres of the Membranes, and reffore them to their Tonick
Motion, which we can hardly expec from the other fort of
Medicines. Paracelfus has taught us; that old ndalignant Uls
cers, which no vegetable Remedy could cure, have ealily
yielded to Minerals. What furer Remedy can be apply’d in
the Hypocondria; inveterate Melancholy, the Spleen, Old
Jaundice, and the like, than Ifen? Vertigoes tho’ never fo
obftinate, Epilepfy, and continual Head-Achs, againft which

all Medicines drawn fromt Vegetables prove ineffeCtual, are
neverthelefs remov’d by thofé which are drawn from Cinabar;

The Ule of well prepar'd antimonial Medicines cures the
moft inward and deepeft Abcefles, and hidden Fiftulas; where
Vegetables are ineffetual. If we ferioufly confider all thefe
things, we may juftly expeét very great Helps from well
prepar’d mineral and metalline Remedies, without any man-
ner of Danger: An expert Artift knows how to diveft them
qt} their Corrofivene(s, and make them fafe and harmlefs.
Another Difficulty may be rais'd, wiz. that fince the

gm.wﬁ Fire can {carce melt fome Metals and Minerals, much
H v lefs
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lefs will the moderate Heat of the Stomach and Bowels be
able to doit. Let us but confider, that there are feveral Mat-
ters, which will contract themielves, and grow harder with
a ftrong Fire, which will diffolve with a moderate Heat.
Salts of different Kinds, expogd to a great Fire, will hook
one in another, and flrongly reunite and {uftaird the moft ime,
petuous Force of Fire; whereas, if you but mix twith them
the Quadruple of Afhes, or any other Body that is fomewhat
hard, they will diffolve with a flow and gentle Fire. The
fame thing happensto Metals. Salts, Iron, Copper, Mercury,
Antimony, ¢rc. will by a gentle Decoflion quickly' yield
their Tin€tures in common Water; and why may not the
fame thing happen in human Bodies, and even much quicker,
feeing they are not taken till they have been very much open’d
by the Chymift’s Labour? We eafily grant, that Metals have
a Virtue altogether fixed; and that’s the Reafon why they are
fo fit to become excellent Diflolvents: Their Nature can’t re-
ceive any Alteration in our Bodies, and it is a great Misfor-
tune when it doth, for fuch a Change ought only to happen
to our Food, From thence arifes another Objeétion; viz.
that it is not therefore fafe to ufe fuch powerful Diflolvents,
when we are apprehenfive of a too great Colliquation, whe-
ther from the Diflolvent, or from the Nature of the Difeafe,
Without amufing our felves any longer with fuch Subtilties ;
we own it true, that fuch kind of Colliquations happen in
Sciatick, Phtyfick, and other confumptive Cafes. We may
likewife affirm from Experience, that fuch Kinds of Diftem-
pers are {fometimes curd by the Phlegm of Vitriol, and by a
long Ulfe of well prepar'd Antimonials, which will likewife
cure the Ulcers of a Fiftula. Every body knows the dntibu«
sicwm of Potier, which is of fo fingular Ufe in the Hedfifis
and Phtifisy and is only a Compound of Tin and Antimony,
There is nothing more powerful than the Terra duleis Virrioli,
" after its Salt is taken away, to cure Ulcers, Wounds, and
Hemorrhoids; and if given inwardly, it will cure Feavers,
and affuage the Pain of the Gout, cure the Dropfy, Phtyfick,
Ullcers in the Bowels, and the unnatural Running of any
kind of Humour. The Res Firrioli affuages the moft violent,
Paing
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Pains in the Head, if taken for fome Days; it likewife al-
fuages the burning Heat of the Blood, and tortifies the Brain
and Entrails. Has any thing hitherto been found out more
efficacious than Allom for Wounds, and Hemorrages inward
or outward? Can any Remedy more quickly, more fafely
and pleafantly; quench the burning Heat of a Feaver, diffolve
a troublefome Phlegm, and ftop the Violence of inflam’d
Choler, than acid Spirits, otherwife cal’d metallick Vinegars?
In a word, the Head-Ach will be cur'd by the Tinéture of Sil-
ver, Obftruétions are remov’d by Iron and Mercury, hyfterick
Paffions by Salt of Tin, Inflammations by Salt of Lead, all
unnatural Heats by the Spirits of Vitriol, of Salt and Sulphur:
In fhort, if we confider things thoroughly, we fhall find as
many Remedies againft chronick Diftempers, as there are
Metals and Minerals, and with this difference, that Vegetables
may indeed be of Service in the firft, but that there is hardly
any other Help againft the laft.

Never did Hipporrates contribute more to the Advance-
ment of Phyfick, and the Inftrution of Phyficians, than
when he gave us a Hiftory of the Difeafes he had under his
Care, and has inform’d us of the good or bad Succefs of his
Prefcriptions. He writes thofe Hiftories with fuch Phinnefs
and honeft Simplicity, as, in the Opinion of the wifcft Men,
turns as much to his Honour, as his great Knowledge and
bright Parts have commanded their Efteem. This, indeed,

| is facrificing ong’s Vanity to the publick Good, a Deed which
Men of a Jower Genius are incapable of; none but thofe
whom Nature has defign’d to become really great, can attain
to that Heighth of Generofiry. What Man can pretend to
{o vaft and extenfive Knowledge as this Father of Phyfick?
No Man’s Arrogance as yet has gone fo far.. Above two
thoufaind Years are elaps’d, during which this Prince of
Phyficians has enjoy’d this Glory without a Rival; the bright-
aft Men of all the fucceeding Ages having only afpir'd to the
Honour of being his Difciples, without any Hope of ever
coming up to him. This fo univerfal Efteem is a con-
yincing Proof that it is founded upon fuch an Ability as no
Man has, fince him, been able to acquire, But why fhould
' H 2 fuch
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fuch a Man as T pretend to fpeak of fuch de'ép K'.ﬂu‘wlé&gh,
to which the whole World has fubmitted? I fhould think
‘my feIf very happy if I could but be Mafter of the fmalleft
Portion of it. When, thereﬂarc, 1 imitate Hrpym*dfé”: in
writing, as he did, the Hiftory of my Patients, 1 fet Eﬁdﬁ
his Knuwledge, and only pretend to his Sincetity and Ho-
nefty; ’tis this alone I value my If upon. I quote fo fany
ocular Witnefles of what T affirm, who could fo edfily con-
tiadiét me, that I flatter my flIf, my very Enémies will
hardly think that T would deceive the World, dnd gain their
Efteem and Confidence, by a pack of Forgeries, and rnm:in-
tick Accounts of Difeafes and Cures that were never |
form’d.  But let my Enemies fiy and think what th:
pleafe; the Téftimony which my Conicience, and fo ﬂaaity
_ Perfons of Honour, fome of them the moft dignify'd of the
Facuity, bear nie, will make me reft fatisfy’d both as to the

Truth of the Fatts, and the Faithfulnefs w1rh which 1 relate

them. The greatelt Truths, and fuch as are now acknotw-
ledg’d by all the learried World, have fuffér'd very much in

the Authurs of their Difcovery; fome have been dragg’d inta

the Inquifition; others have rotted in ftinking Prifons; others
have hard]}' eftap'd being torn in pieces by the Populace; who

do not care to be undeceiv’d, ‘or to be told that there dre

Ways and Methods which they knew not; they think it
impofiible they fhould have been in an Error for fome Thou-
fands of Years, or thatany Mar fhould at laft have thought

better in Phyfi ick than Arifforle did. This is what ‘happen’d
to the great Des Carres, Whofe Philofophy, as we obferv’d

before, met with great Oppofition ; till at length, the World
was forc'd to relent, and their Pride being fallen down 4t
the Feet of this great Man, they have own’d that they had
been in an Error till he undec:w’dt]:u:m I am ’ﬁ'ﬁrjr far fron;
thinking that 1 have done in- Phy fick vwhat that great Per-
fon has done in Natural Phﬂu{'oph}r My whole Merit, if T

may o call it, is, that 1 have taken Pity of Mankind, ex- -

posd to the Fury of Mﬂcur}r, and have tr}r’d all Means to
find out a Way of curing the moft grievous of all Difeafes,
thhout running the Patient into Dangcrs, or Expdﬂng lﬂm



the VENEREAL DISEASE, §3
to the Terror of 2 Remedy which is more cruel than the
very Difeafe. 1 have been very cautious and fearful during

~the firft Years, ‘whillt under the Uncertainty of the Event,
but it has continued for five or {ix Years fo fuccelsful, that I
may, without Temerity, flatter my £If that my Endeavours
have been crown’d with Succefs; in which my Conftience
bears me witnefs that I have always aim’d at the publick
Good more than my own Profic; and this the World will
one Day be convine'd of, when T fhall make it a Prefent
both of my Remedy and Method. How' great will be my
Happinefs, to leave behind me a fafe Way to deliver Mankind
from 4n Evil which affaalts him in the very Womb, and to
~doit without Danger? Let us now begin the Thread of our

Hiftory, and defcribe the Difeafe, without diftovering the
Patients, or even mentioning any C:rcumfta.nces wehich
might render them fufpeéted.

In the Month of April, 1716, M. de Chirae was cmfﬁ}ted
by a Lord who had undergone two Salivations, and for torty
Days had taken a prodigious Quantity of Diet-Drinks, {o
much cry’d up by feveral Perfons; which did not hinder his
T hroat being eaten up with dreadful Ulcers, nor the Condilamesin
the Anus, nor the Pafinles inhis Arms, Legs, and Thighs, which
join’d to a cruel Infommny, had almoft thrown the Patient inte
Defpair. M. de Chiral advis’'d him to undergo a third Sali-
vation, but what Likelthood was there he fhould confent ta
it? Being defir'd by him to tell what he thought of my Re-
medy, his Anfwer was, that he thought it 2 good Palliative,
but incapable of eradicating the Difeafe. The next Day I

“had a'Conference with M. de Chirac: 1'made no Difficulty
of acquainting Him with the Compofition, vpon which he al-
- ter’d his Mind, and agreed with me that it might cure, but
that Experience would foon decide it. I undertoak the Gen-
tleman, whofe Phyfician was M. Foirnean, Doctor Regent ta
the Facult}r of Paris, and my Patiefit was {0 thoroughly

cur'd in Five and tivetity Days, in the Sight of thofe twg
Gentlemen, that-he continues ftill in perfeét Health,

The Mifttéls of this Lord, who was become blind, and
Fovm"d with 2 kind of Lcyrb:[jr from Head ta Foot, was

curd
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cur'd in lefs than a Month, and the moft terrible S}'mptums
difippear’d in eight Days.

The Aime Year another Lord, who I:u:d run from Facul-
ty to Faculty, being tormented with a Venereal Hypocon-
dria, which had joined it {elf to the other Venereal Symptoms,
came out of my hands perfeétly cur'd in a Month’s time.

The fame Year 1716, a very confiderable Perfon apply’d
him{lf to me, he told me he had been Salivated twice un-
der the Condut of the greateft Surgeon in the Kingdom,
that fince then he had loft his Sight. A Tetter fpread it felf
from his upper Lip to the Swtura Coronalis. 1 muft own
ingenuoufly, that I had but {fmall Hopes of curing him, but
T was furpriz’d to find that my Remedy in eight Daystime,
quite took away his Blindnefs and Tetter. He has continu-
ed very well ever fince. M. Baffae, firlt Phyfician to his
Highnefs the late Duke of Berry, was Witnels to this Cure.

In the Year 1777, a Musketeer own’d to me, that he had
had two Bubo’s above eight Years, which being ill curd had
caus'd feveral Shankers, and a Phimofis, which I was oblig’d
to cut. At his defire 1 lay’d him down in a Salivatien,
which did not appear till he had been anointed feven Times,
proceeded by all neceffary Preparations, His Cafe became {0
terrible that the Phyficiaps I call'd to him, which were Mef~
freurs Ghirac, Fourneaw, and Bafat, were amaz'd at it: He
continued feventeen Days in this dreadful Condition, which
can hardly be imagin'd {o bad as it really was. At laft I re-
{olv’d to make him take, though with great Difficulty, fome
Grains of my Salt diffolv’d in a proper Vehicle, and in half
an Hour after, he fell intoa violent Sweat, and Loofenefs; but
all thefe frightful Symptoms difappear'd, as if it had been by
Enchantment, and only a gentle Salivation remain’d. The
~ Cure was happily perfeéted, and fome Officers whom I dare
not name, were Witnefles of this, as wrell as of the ingrati-
tude of the Patient’s Relations.

This Year Dr. Fournean faw a Child not above ¢ Ye:rs
of age, Malitia pfwsm: atatem, that had a Clap, Shankers,
Glect, anda Chryftaline, whom I throughly cur’d ina Months
time, of which Cure the fid Door was an Eye witnefs.

The
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The fime Year a Woman, who was troubld with Shan-
kers, Puftules, Exoftofes, -H¢. Confulted Meffiesrs Fournean
and Baffar before quoted : They judged her incurable; and
yet in §o days time 1 {o throughly curd her, “that fhe
owns to this day fhe never was better in her Life; and this
without any Avocation from her ufual Bufinef3. ;

In 1718, a Soldier, the Bridge of whofe Nofe was rotted,
full of Ulcers, ¢ye. was cur'd intwo Months, without being
hindred from performing his Duty as uftal.  Several Lords
who knew him had the Curiofity to fee him. :

The fame Year a charitable Curate of a very large Parifh
in Paris, recommended to the Officers of Health belonging
to the Alms-Houfes, a poor young Woman, whom they
judg’d incurable, and fo fent her back again. This good Pa-
flor fent for me, and in ten Days time, I put her in a2 Con-
dition to go about her ufual Bufinefs, and afterwards fhe was
perfeétly cur'd.

In 1719, a poor Coachman was come out of the Hande
of fome of the Hofpital Surgeons, where he had undergone
a Salivation, loft an Eye, had feveral Holes in the Urethra,
fo that his water run from him infenfibly; he had Shankers,
and a very ftubborn Infomny, and was grown {0 lean, that
he was really frightful; this was all he got by Salivation,
Him I reftor’d to fuch a perfe&t Health, that he now ferves
the Couut De Brancas as Coachman,

In 1720, 2 Woman of about forty Years of Age came to
me, whom I judg’d to be in a Confumption, and incurable.
The next Day 1 faw her with M. De Chirac and Fourneas,
who pronounced her Cafe to be Venereal ; but though I could
not prefently give into their Opinion, I was neverthelefs {oon
convinced both of my Errour, and of the great Penctration of
that great Phyfician. The Woman, afhammed to be {o difco-
vered, own’d that about T'wenty one or Twenty two Years a-
go, fhe had a Clap, and a Shanker, which however fhe pre-
tended to have been cur'd of. She had notus'd my Remedy
above onc Month, before fhe was cur'd of her pretended
Phtifick, and convinced of her miftake; This made me to

look
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look upon M, De Chirac to be one of the greateft Phyficiaris
of this Age. _ She had gone three Years with her Back bent;
and her Legs could hardly bear her weight: I gave her my
Remedy, twelve Hoursafter which fhe btought up above three-
frore Worms, and.fome time after fhe began to walk upright
and freely. M. De Chirac would be an Eye witneG of fo
fingular an effeét. - I fent the Woman afterwards iqrg tb.:
Country to drink new. Milk.

In 1721, In the Month of April, there wasan Gﬂ-h;erﬂfﬂx
King’s Houfhold, of above Qifty Years of Age, who had been
troubled with the Pox above twenty Years, and had content-
ed himflf with afluaging his Pain with Palliatives, which
Tad made the Difeafe miore inveterate and ftabborn; He was
become a mere Skeleton, and {ometimes would fall backward
through Excefs of Pain, when he only {t his Foot on the
Ground: M, Baffat was his Phyfician: I refusd a great
while to undertake him, but was at Lt overcome by his
Perfuafions, 1 gave him my Remedy, and twelve Hours
after, he was taken with fuch a Deafnefs, as extremely fur<
priz’d us. I fought for help from the very Remedy, which
had caus'd fuch an unexpetted Symptom: I gave him a tre«
" ble doze, and twelve Hours after his taking it, fuch corrofive
fuppurated Matter came out of both his Ears, and in fuch a
plentiful manner, that it gnawed the. very Skin, He recover-
ed his hearing inftantly ; eight Days after, all the Symtoms
vaniftd, and the Cure was {foon after perfected. The famous
- M. Dodard, whofe very name founds his Praife, firlt Phyfi-
cian to the King, faw the Gentleman, queftioned him, qﬁd‘
at length agreed that he was cur'd.

A L:ui]r that had been ill above twerity Years, was dire&-
cd to me by M, Boxudin, Counfelor of State, and. Phyfician
in ordinary to the King, and firft Phyfician to the Queen,
in the Mcm,th of Awuguft the laft Year, She complined of
violent Pains in her Knees, Legs, and Feet; her Legs were
exceflively lean; in Winter fhe i:ngId not {leep unlefs fhe had
them wrapt in Cloaths, that had been dipt in the coldeft
Water; and in Summer the warmeft Furs could not keep them

warim
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warm. I own that I attributed all thefe whimfical Symp-
toms to an hyflerick Paflion. I made ufe of feveral Mede-
. cines recommended in fuch Cafes by the moft famous Pra-

Ctitioners, but without any Succefs ; on the contrary fhe
grew worfe and worfe, I advis'd the Lady to have 2 Cari-
fultation and to my great Satisfaction fhe nam’d M. De Chirac,
whom fhe faid fhe was acquainted with. This great Man,
having had .an account of every thing, told me that I had
been grofly iniftaken, as many other Phyficians had been
through whofe Hands the Lady had paff, and that her di-
ftemper was-the Pox. I was firuck with Amazement at fuch
a Judgment, not knowing his Reafons for paffing it. But
he made me fenfible of it, and I no longer doubted either of
the Nature of the Difeafe, or the fitperior knowledge of that
great Phyfician, 1 had already too many Proofs of it. ~ The
Lady no lef3 furpriz’d than I, own’d fhe had had a Clap about
twenty Years ago, and a Shanker, both which, fhe faid, had
been curd. This Confeffion filenc’d me from oppofing any
longer M. De Chirac’s Opinion, and I was fully convinc'd
. of it by the fpeedy Cure of the Lady; for fhe usd my Res
medy but one Month, and fhe is entirely free from even
the lealt degree of Pain.

About the fame Time M. Boudin, Phyfician in Ordinary
to the King, was confulted about a Girl of {even Years of
Age;, who had a virulent Running, almoft as violent as any
Woman could have at Twenty; fhe had likewife Shankers.
M. Boudin was pleas'd to call me; upon Examination we
found that her Father had the Pox wheh fhe was begotten.
I judged her incurable; M. Boudin was not of my Mind; I
gave her my Remedy, and fhe is to all appearance perfeétly
Cur'd: Time will thow it.

Thefe Inftances fhall fuffice; not but I could produce ma-
ny more;, but if this Number doth not convince the Pub-
lick of the Ufefulne(s and Efficacy of my Remedy and Me-
thod, a2 much greater would not do it; they will be fatis-

fatory to thofe who are capable of judging without Preju~
dice or Paffion; as for thofe who fuffer themfelves to be
1 cnTy'd
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carry’d away by Envy, Partiality, and Animofity, they wmld
refift even the Evidence of Miracles®

SARASIRBAIIEA DIt S bbby
QUESTION.

Whether there be fafer Ways of cnring the ﬁmﬂ!
Difeafe than that of Salivation? |

~ 118 dreadful Dii’eafé, which isat once the Fruit and
Punifliment of rafl and promifcuous Lewdnefs, feems
to confit effentially in a fix'd vitrioline Acid; which difplays
it felf fooner or later, according to the Age, Sex, Seafons,
and the Diverfity of Dict obferv’d by the Patients. This vi-
tiated Ferment, which infects the Humours, corrupts them
very quickly in fome, and in others very flowly. This Lea-
ven corrupts both the Liquids and Solids, and Prothess like,
deceives the {moft Clear-fighted and Cautious,  Sometimes
it appears like 2 Leprofy, {fometimes like a Scirvy, and the’
Phyfician can hardly help being miftaken, without the Con-
feflion of the Patient; for this kind of Difeafe receives iss’
Origine only from the Commerce of both Sexes fogttbcr,
whereas the Leprofy and Scurvy are fometimes caus'd only
by an irregular Diet; which vitiates the Humours in the firlk
Digeftion. Let a difcreet Phyfician fpare as much 4s poffible
the Modefty of the Patient, let him diligently compare the
Pathognomonicks together, and how every one of them be-
gan to be felt by the Patient; for he muft be well acquainted-

* Poffern & inngmeratas alias veferre Hiflorias: Sed iis gui Oculis reflit
wes intuentur, Guas in medio adduximus fatis effe potermnt: i vero qui
Qenlis praditi funt merj@?’mu, non modo bis contenti non erunt, fed
meqie eas videre ant awdirve apertis arque integris & Oculis & Awribus
petersis, Marc, Corngcchin, Met, in Fulv, FEgrot, 24, ith

"3 wit
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with the Difference of thofe Symptoms. . Authors. differ
about the Original of this Difeafe. Some, as Fracafforius and
ZLeonicenus, will have it to have been epidemical from its firft
-Beginning, and that it had one common Caufe, and that tho’
many were indeed infeCted with it by Contadt, yet many
more were o without it; becaufe all Parts of Europe were
infeGted with it almoft at the fame time. Others believe it to

be a contagious Diftemper, which has lafted above one hun-

dred and fifty Years, without being therefore epidemick, but

fporadick. Many will have it to have been brought froim

America, where it is epidemick, whether from the Badnels

of their Waters, of their Air, or of their Food; and that the
Spaniards did give it to the French at the Siege of Naplesin
the Year 1493 or 1494. Dr Sydenbam affirms, that it came

into Exrope from the burning Climates-of Africa. Some,
laftly, and thefe perhaps think moft juftly, affirm, that this
Scourge was produc’d from the Commerce of féveral Men

with the fime Woman; that feveral illuftrious Perfons, Kings,

and Emperors, ¢c. have heretofore been affliCted with it.

That the fpirituous Sperms of different Men, being dlfphy’d

by the Heat of bothxSexes, fall into fuch violent Ferment,
that they loofe their Texture ; and being thus mix'd together,

turn i:utu a kind of Peifon of a particular Nature: So that if
feveral young Men in perfet Health fhould have to do with
the fime young Woman, tho’ as {found and healthy as they,
yet they would after a while find themfelves infefted with
this Difeafe. This Conje€ture feems more plaufible than any
thing that has hitherto been advanc'd concerning the Original
of this Difeafe. A violent cholerick Paffion fo alters the
Texture of the Blood, that it becomes one of the moft in-
curable Poifons; and Hiftory tells us of Men who having been
bitten by 2 Man in the Tranfport of Anger, have become fu-
rious, and died raving mad; and why may not the Sperm
contraét, by a vitiated Ferment, the Charaéter of a Poifon of
a peculiar Species? The Effeéts it caufes do fufficiently
fhew that it confifts of a fixed Acid, nearly rcﬁ:mb]mgthat of
Vitriol, '

Is Al
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11. All the Liquors which are carried through the Body by
Circulation, are more or lefs infeGted with this vitriolick
Venom, according to the Strength or Weaknefs of the Per-
fons Temper: It deftroys the natural Texture, and introduces
into it a Thicknefs, and corrofive Acrimony, which commu-;
nicates it felf infenfibly into the folid, the glandulous, car-
nofe and pervous Parts; nay the very Bones aie at length cor-
roded by it: In a word, it fhews it felf by fo many different
Symptoms, and fuch cruel ones, that the very Soul partakes
of it, and feels Variety of Pains, The only Principle of {o
many Evils is a fmall Quantity of Poifon, which infeés only
as a poifon’d Breath; for what Quantity of Poifon can a
Viper communicate by biting? What doth a ftabby Perfon
communicate, or one that has the Small-Pox? Neverthelefs
that little Leaven doth fo fwell the whole Mafs of Blood,
that it would be fufficient to infect all Mankind; juft as
Light, which communicates it felf without any Diminution,
The Charaéter of this Poifom is fuch, that it turns into its
own Nature all the Humours of the Body, infomuch that
‘both the Blood and Humours become, in their turn, a Poifon
equal to the firft. = If we ferioufly attend to the Symptoms
of this cruel Difeafe, they will anfiver the Idea of a fix'd
corrofive and predominant Acid. This Venom dath imme-
diately infinuate it felf into the Genitals, which are {well’'d by
the Heat of the Paffion excited by an impetuous Orgafmus
of the Humours; which being once ceas'd, the Veflels
- which were {well'd during the Time of Aétion, fall and con-
tract themfelves again, by which they fiop and retain the ve-
nemous Particles; thefe in their Abode attack the carnofe
Parts, where they caufe Swellings and Inflammations; the
Lympha which iflues out of the Glands becomes infpifiated,
and from thence virulent Gonorrhoeas and Shankers are pro-
duc’d. (

The Great-Pox fhews it {elf fooner or later, according to
the different Degrees of Acrimony in the Venereal Virns, and
the flronger or lofer Texture of the Genitals: Puftules begin
to appear: A Liquor fometimes of a greenifh, fometimes of
a yellowifh Colour, iffuesout: The Puftules turn into Ulcers,
3 | ik which
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which daily become deeper, and more callous about the Bor-
ders: And the Excoriation of the Ulcers caufe the Scalding of
the Urine, and very often a Stoppage of it. All this while
Nature ftill endeavours to reftore the corroded Parts, but no-
thing but a fpongy Flefh is form’d thereby, which foon ftops
the Paflages of Urine. At length the Patient fuffers intolera-
ble Pains in the Genitals, and the Poifon infufes it fIf into
all the Humours, and begins to produce new Symptoms,
fich as Wearinefs, Numnefs, Hymg Pains in the Head,
fometimes in one Part, fometimes in another, the Face be-
comes of a livid, and fometimes a greenifh Palenefs, with a
Bluenefs under the Eyes, like that of a young Woman at
certain Periods; the Face Swells, the Hands and Feet are ex-
tremely hot in Winter, an obftinate Infomny, and Reftlefnefs
all the Night, an extraordinary Lazinefs, and melancholy Sad-
nefs, do tforment by turns thofe milerable Victims. The
whole lymphatick Mafs infenfibly thickens, the Groins are
tormented with Tumours, and all the Glands are choak’d up
with the infpiffated Sernsm; Scabs and Warts with a yellow
Circle, not unlike that of the Pieces of a Honey-Comb, ap-
pear very plentifully, and this Yellownels is the chief and
only Symptom by which we can difcern the Pox from a Le-
profy or Scurvy; for in every thing elfe they are alike. At
length the Violence of the Pain increafes to fuch a Degree,
that the Patient can no longer keep his Bed: The Bones are
gnaw'd by the Acrimony of the ‘coagulating Acid: They
fwell, and in time entirely rot, the other Parts of the Body
are gnaw’d by phagedenick Ulcers, efpecially the Glands of
the Palate, and the Cartilage of the Nofe, which fometimes
is quite broken by them. When the OEfophagus is ruin’d
by thofe Ulcers, it leaves a ftrange and very difagreeable
Hoar{nefs, no fooner are the Glands and the Pores perifh'd,
but the Hair begins to fall off, and the miferable Patient goes
ftooping and ftaggering, and groaning with Anguifh, and is
reduc’d to a meer Skeleton.” Who can deny but all thefa
Symptoms are convincing Proofs that the Difeafe is caus’d
by a powerful fixd Acid, nearly refembling that of Vitriol?

III, Now
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11, Now this pernicious Salt, the fatal Caufe of fo many
dreadful Symptoms, may be expell'd by fafer and more agree-
able Means than that of Salivation, which can’t deliver the
Patient but by the Help of two others, wviz. Bathing, and
light Broths, or a moift Diet, by which the Coagulation of
the Blood and Humours, caus'd by that Salt, muft be broken
and diffolv’d; and unlefs the Patient be thus difpos’d, all the
Force of the Mercury will be hinder’d and broke, by the too
firong Coagulation of the Humours; and the Phyfician will
find it very difficult to overcome the Stubbornnefs of the
Diftemper, and be forc’'d to ufe feveral Ounces of Mercurys
whereas if the Patient has been prepar’d by fuch refrefhing
Broths, ¢éc. fome Drachms of it will be fufficient to raife a
Salivation, when feveral Ounces will hardly effe&t it without
fuch a Preparation, This is the phyfical Modus by which
this ftubborn Coagulation is foym’d: The Blood is effentially
of the fime Nature with Milk: The more powerful the Salt is,;
which turns the Milk, the flronger Coagulation it cauiéal:*
But the Venereal Acid is very like that which turns Milk; it
thickens the Blood by little and little, and by degrees imprints
its Nature and Charaer into it; hence it. happens that the;
Blood, which before was very pure, doth in time become a
Poifon capable of infeting, as well as that was, by which it
felf was infeted. The thing happens mechanically thus;
the Venereal Poifon being infus'd into the Blood, doth caufe:
there by degreesa vitiated Ferment, w hich terminates, like all
other Fermentations, in a flrong Coagulation, The volatile
Salts of the Blood at firft ‘refift for a while, and keep the:
Sulphurs of it in a kind of Fufion, by the Rapidity of their
Motion; and as long as this Motion lafts, fo long will the
Perfon continue in Health, and is not as yet fenfible of any.
Alteration within him, neither doth he in the leaft fufpe& his
having fuch a cruel Enemy lodg’d in his Bofom. In the’
mean while the Sulphursof the Blood do by littleand little, and.
by degreés,_ lofe their Motion, and ceagulate; and the volatile
Salts move more {lowly; ’tis then that the firft Affaults of
the Difeafe begin to fpoil the natural Funtions, and te caufe
a great Heavine(s, 2 continual Drowzinefs and Sleepinefs, an

invine
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invincble Lazinels and Wearinefs, which are as the Fore-
sunners of this terrible Diftemper: The Blood being grown
very thick, circufates with Difficulty, and the Ferment, it la-
bours under, entirely breaks its Texture, as well as that of alj
other Humours; or to exprefs it better, their Texture is, as
it were, torn into Pieces or Clods, and diffolv’d into a fharp
burning Serum. Immediately the fharp Edges of the fixed
Salts, which are predominant in the Blood, do gnaw its Prin-
ciples by their great Acrimony, and foon after fall foul upon
“the Flefh and Bones. The Clods which were caus’d by the
Coagulation of the Blood, fettle them{elves in the Pores of
the Skin, and there caufé unfightly Scabs; after which thofe
fixed Acids gnaw the Fibres of the Skin: Then follow very
dreadful callous Ulcers, the Bones are likewife gnaw’d with
a kind of Aqua Fortis, their Fibres, tho’ never {o firm and
hard before, yield at laft to the Acivity of the Poifon, and
are deftroy’d; and, in a word, the whole Bﬂd}' falls into Rot-
1V. Nature has contriv’d feveral Ways to purge the Blood
of its Impurities, wiz. the Reins and the inteftinal Glands. -
Tt will not be improper here to explin more fully this laft
Way ot Evacuation, in order to undeceive thofe which think
any other more ufeful and beneficial than this, and prefer that
which is made by the Reins, by Sweat, and by the falivary
Veffels, to that which is made by the Bowels. Peyerins was
the firft that difcover'd the inteftinal Glands, and their Offices,
wrhich he fays, is to furnifh the Chyle with a- Lympha to di-
late it. He farther affitms, that it is from this Spring that
the great Quantity of Matter which is voided by Purgatives
comes. Others deny it, on account of the Unlikelikioed there
is that a Spring which appears {o fmall thould afford fuch
Quantity of Humours; but they are certainly miftaken, as
we fhall foon make it appear. Sanéforins has demonftrated,
that the Evacuation which is made through the Skin, and
call'd infenfible Perfpiration, compar’d to that which is made
by the Bowels, is as-one to ‘ten; i.e. if in twenty four
Hours this lalt amounts to four Ounces, fix Drachms, and
- twenty four Grains; the other, wiz. by Perfpiration, will
amount
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amount to forty eighr Ounces. And here ’tis to be obferv’d;
that the Evacuation which is made by the Bowels is vaftly
different from that which is made by their Glands. The Fa-
brick of the Skin is very like that of the Entrails, for in both
the Microfcope difcovers an innumerable Quantity of Glands;
but in order to a mere plentiful Excretion by the Bowelss
Nature has thrown a vaft Quantity of ﬁnﬂumar}r Veflels
upon their Tunick., The Surface of the Bowels, compar'd to
that of the Skin, doth above doubly exceed it; but becaufe
there are fewer Glands in the Entrdils than in the Skin, we
may {uppofe the Evacuation which is made through the
Bowels, compar'd to that which is made through the Skin;
to be as four to one. If; for inftance, Perfpiration doth in
one Hour evacuate forty eight Ounces, the Bowels will eva-
cuate but twelve. Their Glands are miuch larger than thofe
of the Skin, which clearly fhews that thofe Glands are more
than {fufficient for all natural and ordinary Evacuations: But
the Lympha which is filtrated through thofe Glands, is very
far from being wholly precipitated and caft out with the Ex-
crements; it re-enters into the Mafs of the Chyle through
the lacteal Veflels, and from thence into the whole Mafs of
Blood. Experience fhews us, that when there is no Chyle
to fill the lacteal Veins, they are found full of this Lympha;
but when the Bowels are ftimulated by any Purgative; they
not only throw out the groflfer Excrements, but likewife all
the Liquor that is filtrated by the Glands of the Bowels; and
this Evacuation, thus procur'd by a Cathartick, is four times
greater than the natural one. Purgatives have two Ways of
operating, wiz. by ftimplating the Bowels, and giving the
Blood a quicker Circulation; this is the Way that the more
violent Sorts of Purgatives do operate. When they flimulate.
the inward Tunick of the Bowels, they not unl_v force out of
the Glnds the Lympha that refides in them, but likewifc all
other Humours; for as there is no Obiftacle in the Orifice of
thofe Glands, but they afford a freer and eafier Paffage than
any other Way, the Blood runs thither with fome Rapidity,
- and pretty much after the fame manner as the Sersm comes
plentifully to the Place of the Skin, where a Blifter has been

appliy’d.
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gsc'd The more fubtle Parts of a Cathartick haften the
ulation of the Blood, by flimulating the inward Tunicks
'thﬁ?&hs and Arteries; and by diffolving the Blood if i it

happens to be vifcous, The Heat which attends a ftrong
Purgative, the Vigoroufnefs, Fullnefs, and Rapidity of® the

Pulle, are convincing Proofs that it _Operates in ‘the manner
we have been deferibing. But in otder to underftand more
fully what Quantity of Matter tlic Blood doth fiirnifh in:

Putges, when it is becomé more rapid by a Cathartick, it

will be-fafficient to know, that dccording to the Calcuhtion
of fome Moderns, the Meflenterick Arteries carry into the
Bowrels every Hour four hundred Ounces of Bloed, befides
that which fome Branches of the Caelfac Artery bting thither;
The natural and ufual Excretion which is inade of it doth
not amount to above twelve Scruples; but if the Purgative

- doth doubly increafe the Rapidity of the Circulation ‘of the

Blood, - this Execretion will amount to twenty four Seruples
an Hout, and to thirty fix Scruples if the Rapidity be trebly

increas'd; for we then fuppofe, hiot witliout reafon, that the

Diameter of the Orifices of tlie Glands of the Bowels is
double what it was, efpecially 'if the Putgc be flrong, for

then the Excretion of thofe Gfands will ﬂmmmt to oné hun-
di-ed forty four Scruples every Hﬂur, i.e. be twelve times
greater than the natural ordinary one. | To this you tmay addy
rﬁar the Blood bﬂng diffolv’d by ‘the Purgative, doth i'lu'rni‘h
ﬂ:l]*n'ﬁorc by reafon of the Facility which its Thinncft gives
lti:‘o parr with its ferous Parts. -~ According to this Compu-

tation, in éight'Hours, which is the Time of the Operation;

about ' forty eight Ounces of Mitter may come out of the
iiteftinal Glands. The Evacuation of the Choler is likewif
virorth our Confideration’ here, Sonie learned - Anatomifts

affirm, that about two Drachms ot it come from the Liver:

every Hour; ‘'which Quantity will beincreas'd to fix Drachms,
if the Blood’s Rapidity be trebled by the Purgative; thence
comes that great Quantity of Choler which is brought away:
by Purges: Obferve here, that the quicker and more abun-
dintly the Choler flows, the more liquid it becomes, Not
16 reckon the pancreatick Juice, nor the grofler Excrements,

: K we

et

\



66 A New Method af Cﬂﬁ@" '

we may, with reafon, affirm, the Matter that is vm&d
during the Operation of a Purge, to amount to four Pounds
and half, - But becaufe all the Veffcls contribute mehmg.
and their Diameters are duublc their common W-.ldcnt{i-, we
may’ ftill reckon this Quantity to be preater than we have cal-
culated it, But if the Purge be ftrong, and the Blood, circu-
lates with greater Rapidity than uftal, if the Vefiels are con-
ﬁderably dilated, this Excretion, W]lich is made through the
Glands, will be much greater than we have reckon’d it. The
Cholera Morbus, caus'd by eating of early ripe Fruits, or by
any other Crudity, isa pregnant Inftance of it; the Quantity
of Humours voided in this Sicknefs, being almoft incredible,
and the Quantity of Matter which is difcharg’d, whether
by a fymptomatick or critical Evacuation, fufficiently. fhews
how much the Orifices of the Glands are capable of being
dilated. . What is voided b}r infenfible Perfpiration, difcharges
it {elf often by thofe inteftinal Glands, and then that Evacua-
tion will be ten times greater than the ufual one which is
made through thofe very Glands: So neceflaryit is that thofe
Glands fhould be always kept open’d, that whenever there
happens any Obftructions in them there follows a mortak
Conftipation, or that whichis call'd the Casliack leca.{é and
the Bodies of thofe who die of it fufficiently demonttrate fuch
QObftructions. From all that has been faid, we may phinly
fee how ufeful the Operation of Purgatives is, to open the
Orifices of the ladteal Veins, the inteftinal Glands, thofe of
the Liver, Pancreas, and of the very Reins; and what
Quantity of Matter may be difcharg’d from them in. the
Spaae of about eight Hours, which is near the Time of the

Purges operating; efpecially when it attenuates the: Blood by
its moft {ubtle Salts and Sulphurs.

Let us now examine the Ways of infenfible Perfpiration,
and thofe of Salivation, and by fuch an Examen we hope we
fhall be able to fhew that there are othier Ways to cure the
Venereal Difeafe befides that of Salivation, and that they are
lefs dangerous and painful; and then to prove that they are at
leaft as ffe ‘and ‘Gare, ‘when the dedefliry Precautions have
been taken,
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The whole Skm is nnthmg but a tendinous Net, confifts
ing of three Kinds of Velltls, wiz. Arteries, Veins, and
~Nerves: It abounds with numberlels Glands cal’d Miliares,

interfpers'd amongft thofe Veflels which are defign'd for the
Secretion and Difcharge of the Matter of Sweat and Per{pi-
ration.
~ I cannot forbear adding fome new Obfervations, to thofe
“T have glready made, on the manner by which the Bowels
free the Blood from any Impurities that might corrupt it.
The Bowels (as we obferv’d a little before) are cover'd with
* Veins and Arteries, which {pread themfelves over their in-
“ward Tunick, whence they extend thcmﬁives over the Tu-
"mnick which is next under it, which is call'd Carnofe. B:,,r
means of fo many Veflels, a grcater Quantity of Blood is
carried into the Bowels than is neceflary for their Nourifh-
‘!J,:tcnt, tis this Blood that fupplies the inteftinal Glands with
a pecuhar Lympha, which ferves to perfect the Chyle. This
“inteftinal Juice, which is :ﬁ:umewhat vifcous, befides feveral
~other Ufes we have already mention’d, ferves to cover the
invrard Partitions of the Bowels, and to defend them from
'_the ﬁmmnujr of the alimental Salts. When that Lympha
 bas been filtrated by the glandulous Tunick of the Bowels, it
* falls into little Concavities, and thence into the great Channel
ﬂhﬂ Bowvels, being affifted by the Motion of the nervous
?i&rq ;qh.lch form the verficular and vaftular Web of the
Tunick, which covers the inward Part of the
ow:]s, by this Motion nt the nervous Fibres of the intefti-
.pal G]q:lds. Purgatives are cnnﬁdembly increas’d, by the Irri-
gmpn wi thﬂj’ caufe in them, the Glands ftrain and fepa-
Jate the Quantity of Lympha and Serum which ave voided by
“Purga tives,
iy Thc t]{md t Way of Evacuation is by Urings When a
Sweat ct.;q.ﬁq, or Perfpiration abates, it is fupply’d by the
Reins; Glands having Diameters large enough to receive
the gmffe Excrements of the Blood, which cannot get nur.
_through the Skin when its Pores are too firait,
; Aslqqu as thefe general Ways of Excretion freely perform
their F}jﬁﬁlﬂﬂ; FJ long a Man continues in good Heajth, and
K2 al
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* el nfanner nf Difeafs 25, whethtr acute or chronhk, may be
‘eur'd, and the Leprofy, Hypocondria, Scurvy or any other
“obftinate Difeafe, will be mafterd at lat. Why then fhould
the Pox alone be able to refift all thofe means ‘which Nature
has appomtcd for our Relict? This cruel Difeafe as ftubborn
as it is would at length yield to an gbftinate and well follow-
“ed Method. Let but a Phyfician followr exa@ly the fame
“Laws as Nature doth, and he'll foon be convinc’d. When one
undertakes to cure a Patient of the Pox by Sahvatmn, it takes -
-.up thirty, forty, fifty da}rs, and fometimes more, to perfect
- he Cure by this Way: ‘Let us {pend that Timein de&m}rmg
his Matter by Per{}emtmn, by Sweat or Stod, ~according as
he Phyfician finds it neceflary to ufe one or more of thefe
Ways. 'The good Succefs which has attrnded my Remedy,
willl hope encourage the improving and perfeéting of this
new Method, which is free from the terrible Danger of Sa-
“livation. ! Let the Humours be made fluid by bathing, and
by a cooling and moiftening Dyet, and they’ll be foon diveft-
‘ed of their Poifon. A well contrivid and well prepar’d Re-
‘medy will by dtgrécs 1b0ﬁ:n the too ﬂ:mng Contexture of thﬁ
. Blood, 'and reftore it tﬂ its natural F]uldlt}f ‘Fit and proper
'.ﬁlaphormcs, Diuretics and Cathartics, well and Pmdcnﬂy
manag’d,  willat length' undccewr: the World that Sa,hvagun is
not the only Remedy for that Difeafe ; and that neither Mercun"
of it {elf, nor Salivation, have any fpecifick ‘.?!rtue‘tn cure it,
its wonderful Effeéts ‘bcmg EIH?I'.‘I'E]}" mechanical. TIEC whqlc
Mafs of infected Blood, as great as it is, will bé: exhauftcd in
Twenty-five or Thirty Days by Salivation. ~ The Qualltlty
of Saliva, at leaft for the firft five or fix Days. amounts to
eight Pounds per Diem, fo that the whole Mafs of Bloc
which is pretended to be about Twenty-five P_uuuds, is en-
tirely vehew’d, and the new that fucceeds it 4s much purer.
It happens often however, that if any of the old Leaven, tho’in
never {o-fmall a Quantity, is is left behind, the Scabs and other
:8ymptoms, whicl by means of the Salivation haddiﬁppear’d. :
w. g. in the Month of May,  aud will come dg:un in the
iMonth of OFgher, which thl‘GWS the Panents l:nl:b a: grcat
“Conflernation, _but- will fnght none but 30 unckillful Phy-
i fician
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ﬁc:an, for thffc vmcrcalR:hcks ma}r be ﬁ.ﬁlj’ carry’d off by
-proper Furges.
- From thofe Prmmples we havr: baen]a]rmg down, we may
_draw the following Confequences: The Operation of a pur-
ging Salt, which hfts about eight Hnurs, will draw, in that
Time from the inteftinal Glands, three Pounds or Forty-
“eight Ounces of Lympha, which comes pretty near the
Pmpgrtmn of ught Pounds of Saliva, voided by Salivation
in . Twenty- foun Hours, , during the firfk five or fix Days.
Let an able Ph}'ﬁcl:m excite and keep up likewife for five or
fix Days, the Excretion of the inteftinal Glands, and he wrill
_carry off thc Venereal Poifon as furely, and ‘.Wlth lefs Cruelty
and. ‘Danger of the Patient’s Life; This I am convincd of by
“the experience nf feveral Years, Let but Hypocrates great
- Rules concerping Purgations be exa@tly follow'd, which is
tht in Order to purge well, you muft make the Humuur
very Fluid, let this Fluidity be kept up, as long as there is a
neceflity for purging, and you will foon fee, with admarnthn,
how exactly the Succefs anfivers to my reafoning. Can we
; that all thefe grr.'al: Ways, which Nature has appoint-
o to difcharge the Blood both of its Superfluities, and of
every thing elfe that may hurt it; fhall be proper to carry
off all forts of Difeafes incident to huma,mr Nature, and that
the Pox fhall be the only one that mult be gxeepted? There
is ﬁ:m:thmg fo whymfical and fhocking in fuch a thought,
that one can’t forbear being furpriz’d atit, that during.fo, ma-
"ny Ages, there . fhould not be one (as we know of, unle5
fome wretched Mountebanks, whofe Premifes being always
greater than thejr Knowledge, never fail to deceive thofe who
truft themfelves in their Hands) that there fhould be none
(1 fay) who, having ftudied the Motions and Dpemtmns of
Nature, fhould haveapplicd him{elf to the Difcovery of anew
Method, and a Remedy that might free Monklnd from o
cruel a Difeafe, and fuch as 1 flatter my {If after o many
Tr}rms and Expenments of it, I have found, and which will
‘be of greater Benefit to Mankind than. the Difcovery of the
Permmﬂ Treaﬁlres ‘But to return to the Confequences we
[icl' gn'd to draw from our Principles. 'Who doth not Icnohw
that
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that Mcrcm]r doth not always anfwer the Intcutmn of the
Surgeon? that it fometimes works by Vomit, Stool, and
Urine? we have feen Inftances where the Patient has been a-
mointed e:ght or nine Times without any E?acuatim, and
has neverthelefs found him&lf cur’d, though he was not fo
much as perceivid to fiveat. Who can dnuht but that
Mercury had drove the Venereal Poifon out by Perijuratmn,
one of the greateft and moft important E?acuzum and of
allothers the moft powerful. Let the Phyfician fludy to what
fide his Patient’s Temper inclines moft, and'follow the Motj-
“ons of Nature, and he’ll never fail of ﬁucccﬁ, unlefs fome 0
“ther Inconvenience fhould hinder it. ' If 'z. g. after he ‘has
tho’ro’ly ftudied his Patient, he fuppofes the Difeafe to Pro.
ceed from too thick and grofs a Lympha what fhould hqn.
der him, from trying to carry it off by Urine, which i s
the Way through which the groffer Impurities of the Blood
are commonly difcharg’d. It he finds that the venereal Pm-
“fon is fubtle enough to penetrate into the Pores of the Skin,
Jet him follow that Way, and, if it fails. that of Stools. 1
“can teftify with great Truth that the Remedy 1 have ha‘ppil
“found out, doth {o exaétly anfwer the different Temper t%
the Patients, . e. their different Difpofitions, that it will wan::
one Way rather than another, infomuch that the greateft Do-
“¢tors have been amaz’d at it, and would nat believe it till
mbﬂd feen i it with thclr Eyes, and adrqmﬂ:r’d it with theJr
' 5
"~ ¥.The common Method of Sal watmg expofes the poor Pa~
tients to fuch cruel Sufferings, that if they kpew the Severi-
“ty of it, many of them would mtht'f chuft to die of the
‘Difeafe, than undergo fuch an em:mtlatmg M:demm:, aqd
“no doubt but the Diftovery of another is of great fervice to
the Pubhck Thg}ugh if all thofe ‘who- undergo this terrible
‘torment were curd’ b;.r it, there would be fome Caufe of
Cumfﬂrt But this is bu}flng Ht;aIth at a dear rate; WI}gt
will pot fome Peuplc undergo, to put of the laft Hour?

But how many perifh under the Opeml:m of Mercury?
and among thofe who efcape, how _many remain Lame or
Maim’d and fickly ? is it poffible ;I:lat amongft i?::many great

Genius's
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Gmﬁis’s who flidy Phyfick, thefe fhould not be ofe that
dﬂ'l.'s fhake off the Yoke of Cuffom? but being as ferupuious
in Phyfick, as they are in Matters of Religion, they make it
a peice of Confeience to innovate or alter any thmg, which
tfmrf’f&cdmﬂh-s kaveleft them. 'The Americans arei
of the Ufe of Mercuty, they only ufe the Barks of their Trees
and yet they are not one whit the worle cur’d by them.
Mescury neither is nior can be us'd in hot Climes; their Per-
fpiration is {0 plentiful that it carries off both the Humours,
and the Partir:]es of the Mcrcury which are extremely {inalls
round, and confequently very light and volatile;  though they
dre very heavy when reunited : thence it happens they cans
riot, ¢fther by their natural weight, nor the Rapidity with which
t‘ﬁef are cﬂrned break the parts of the viftous coagulated
Blood, becanfe they going too foon odt of the Body, have
fiot Time to circulate within the Subftaice of the Humoure,
in order to break their Vifcofity, by often rubbing againft
ﬂi:tﬁ But fome will fay, why fhould we depart from 2
Method which has been confirmvd by the Experience of {‘amg
hundreds of Years? Salivation by Mercury, though pa
and i:a‘z.ardnus, is neverthelef§ the only fure and Eﬂiﬂac‘jaus
Rr.‘ma&}" that has been known hitherto. 1 grant it: but are
not the Torments it caufes, the Inconveniences it is I
to, tlmb“anger to which it expofes Man, fufficiént Motives
to mﬂp thofe who i'fudj' the publtck good, to feek fos
more fire and fafe Means, and fich as 'may not be fubjeét to
nn}' ;ﬁ.u:h Iucunvemmces, but to remove all doubt in this Mat-
ter, let us examine the Mechanical Operation of Salivation.
Tt muft be dbi'én'c& as we hinted ‘before, that one muf¥
ufe {EferalDrac'hmq, na ﬁm&é] Ounces in the Oiftment, with
which the Patient is rubb“d unlefs the texture ‘6f the Blood
his been loofen’d, . whereas tio, or at moft three;
ﬁra.i;lms will fuffice after fuch bathings. The Coapulati-
u;; 7 thus to a certain“degree diffolv’d, offer themiélves
a]l tli': mé&unorics of ‘¢he Body; but none being capable
""""" ng them, By reafon of the fimallnefs of their Dia-
mefers, the Shlﬁm Veflels alone, whofe Orifices are ‘near as
. bgas ‘thit of 2 ubo{é"s Quill, can admit-them, neither can
even
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cven they afford them a Paflage, afrer ten or twelve Daf's
Salivation, becaufe the Serum of the Blood is all gone by that
Time, and what rcmains is o thick, that it choaks up the
Paflages, infomuch that the Patient is in danger of his Lifey
that.is of being flrangled, if he is not prefently helpd by
Bleeding or Vomiting. We have likewife obferv’d that Mer-
cury doth not always work by Salivation, but that it {fome-
yimes works by fome other Way, though it equally eures
the Patient. But what may be the reafon of this diverfity,
why fhould not Mercury have ftill the fame Effeéts conftant-
Iy ? ’tis this very diverfity which induc’d me to believe, that
the Venereal Poifon could be driven out by other Ways, then
that of Salivation. The Mechanical Reafon of this ‘ifarlet;r'
of Operations feems precifely to ‘confitt in the Conftitution
of the Liquors; for when they have not been diflolvid by
Baths and humeétants, they can find no Paflage but through
the Salivary Veflels; whofe Diameters are the largeft of all
excretory Veflells; but when thofe Liquors are more fluid,
whether becaufe the Venereal Poifon is not very powerful,
(for fome is very ftrong and {ome is very weak,) or becaufe
they have been well prepar’d and diffolv’d; theyimay then
force their Way out by fweat, perfpiration or the Inteftinal
Glands ; and (if they fhould be ftill too thick) by the Glands
of the Reins, which, next to the Salival Veflels, admit the
grofleft matters, The main Bufinefs therefore is tn know
the Nature of the Venereal Poifon, and to take up fome
Time in preparing the Humours, and in finding out which
Way will be the eafieft open’d to the Difeae, and in finding
out proper Means to maintain the Evacuation we have pro-
cured, and to keep it near aslong as the Expeneuce we have
acquird from Salivations, tells us Nature requires to free it
£If from this Poifon; now this fpace is that very one which
is neceffary to make the whole or very near the whole Mafs
of Blood pafs through the falival Veffels. Let the fame
thing be done through other Paflages, more direéily and
univerfally ordain’d by Nature for the purification of the BIch _
and Men will fucceed better; provided the Remedy which iﬁ
us'd. be gentle, active, and penetrating enough, {o that we
need



the VENEREAL DIsEASE: 73
néed not fear the dreadful Inconveniences of Mercury ; for
hﬁera]f it was mere chance that brought Salivation into Ufe.

Carpi a Phyﬁcmn of Bolonia in Italy had a Patient who had
a terrible Ulcer in his Leg, which he could not be cur’d byany.
means, becaufe the Pox had caus'd it; at length the Doctor
calld to Mind that fome 4rsbian Author had recom-
mended Mercury as proper to cure thofe Ulcers which had
refifted all other Remedies; and having try’d it, he rais’d a
Sﬂvatll:m in his Patient, which cur’d him both of his Ulcer
and Difeafe. Is it poffible that a Dilcovery which was ow-
ing to mere hazard fhould be {0 univerfally receiv’d, and that.
Phyficians fhould have no more Compaffion on their Patients,
than to expofe them to fuch Tortures? but we are by long
Experiences aflur’d, that the Remedy we have difcover'd, far
From torturing them in that terrible manner that Mercury
doth, cures both Safety and agreeably.

The moft intelligent Ch}'mlfts agree that God has enclos'd
preat and fingular Vertues in Minerals and Mettals, and has
granted the knowledge of them to the curious, but will not,
fuffer the difcovery of them to be made, without great La-
bour and Induftry. “Tis at that Price, the Shell that con-
tains {fuch Treafures muft be broken, and ’tis at that Price
that {o many precious Remedies have been drawn from thofe
pfmﬁck but hidden Springs. Nothing but'inde':&ngablc La~
bour, and profound Meditation can dilcover theie great truths
fo ufeful and beneficial to Mankind. And I do proteft with
all imaginable Smccnt}r, that it has coft me infinite Labours,
and very confiderable Expences, and I fhould think my felf
happy to facrifice bothto the Publick, if they finui::l reap.
from it all the Benefit which 1 am confident they might.
But my defign here is only to give them an account of what
I have done for feveral Years for their g ood. Having apply’d
my f!f chiefly to Venereal Difeafes, I aim’d at two principal
things, viz. to examine, with all the attention I Was capav
ble of, the Nature of that Difeafe ; and then to find out fome
Remedy lefs cruel then that which has been {0 long in Vogue,
And after Thad had a valt Numberof Patients under my Care,
and read the belt Authors on the Sub_lc&, I was perfuaded

L that
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that the Nature of the Diffemper did effentially confift inatoo
fix'd Vitrioline, and corrofive Acid, (for Time alone makes it
become cauftic) that this Acid thickens all the Liquors, and
1s the Caufe of moft deadly Obftruétions, which, by little
and little, do terribly alter, and at length totally deftroy the
animal fun&ions, Thefe were my firft Steps, and the Fruits
of my Studiesand Obfervations; and I do frankly own that
I continued 2 good while at this pafs; neither Books nop
common Praétice offering any other Remedy but Salivation
rais'd by Mercury. But the horrid Confequences, which do
but too often attend this Remedy, made me look upon it'as
worfe than the very Difeafe, I then fell to reading of feve-
ral Chymical Treatifes, but without Succefs, my defire was
to find out a very ative and penetrating Remedy, a great
diffolvent, fuch as might be able to unglew the Blood and
Humours, and to reftore it to its natural Liquidity, to clear
the Glands of the Flegm that choaks them up, and gently
ifritate tlhe Membranes of the Nerves, the Tunick of the
Bowels, the tendinous net of the Cutis, the Glands of the
Reins, in a Word to reftore the Blood into its due Circulati-»
on in Order to promotfe a right Secretion and Excretion, and
by that Means reftore the Patient. I had the good Fortune
to find it at laft. It operates varioufly, according to the
different difpofitions of the Patients; it fometimes works eves
ry Way at once, and fometimes but orie, generally fpeaking
it purges with all the Gentlenefs imaginable, it works like-
wife very plentifully by Perfpiration, and fometimes by Urine.
It has quite and clean taken away old Nodes and Exoffofes,
which had either eluded the common Method of Salivation
or having difappear’d for a while, had return’d again with
oreater Fieicenefs. I could produce Crouds of Witnefles to
the Truth of thefe Faéts, if the Nature of the Difeafe did
notlay anindifpenfible Obligation on the Phyfician to be fécret
and filent ; butasI never did any thing which could make me un-
worthy of Belief, 1hopeI fhall be credited when Iproteft I have
affirm’d nothing but whatis true ; and whoever fhall think
fit to try me, I fhall gladly accept any opportunity that fhall
be offe’'d.  This is the only Way I have of gaining Belief;

I am
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I am oblig’d to preferve the Reputation as well as fpare the
Modefty of thofe Perfons, who have honour’d me with their
Confidence. Thofe that have a Mind to be ocular Witnefles
of fuch a Tryal, will be fatisfy’'d, that never Remedy had a
gentler Operation, nor freer from the excrutiating Pains,
and fatal Confequences, which attend the Ufe of Mercury,
*_But asit is not an cafy Thing prefently to overcome the Jea
loufy and Miftruft of a People which is more knowing here,
than they are in all the reft of the Kingdom, I am willing
they fhould take up as much Time as they pleafe, in tracing
the Patients I have cur'd: and if they find the Remedy was
only palliative, as my Enemies have fometimes, tho’ without
Reafon, given out, I fhall patiently bear the punifhment of
my Rafhnefs, and be content to pafs for a Cheat. If it was
proper, I could produce numberle[s Patients, who have been
cur'd by my Remedy above five Years ago, and ftill continue
in' good Health. Thercfore there are more fafe, fure, and at
the fame Time, more gentle and lefs dangerous Ways of cu.
ring the Venereal Difeafe, than Salivation.

I forgot, in fpeaking of Mineral Waters, to acquaint the
Reader that the new difcover'd Waters of Paffy are very be-
neficial in Chronick Difeafes having {feen many inftances of
their excellent Vertue, Thofe of Abbecourt are likewife ve-

ry good,

e i i i
A Relation of fome ext r@,«dimn? Curesy not Venereal,

HE good or ill State of Health of the fair Sex depends
chiefly on their regular or irregular evacuation, which

cught te happen every Month; fuch an extraordinary Inftance
of this fell in my Way, that I hope the Publick wrill be pleas’d
with an Account of it: I confefs I {hould never have thought
of publifhing it, if fome Perfons of Confideration and Merit
had not required it of me. 1 receivid a fecret Joy from the
Cure 1 perform’d, but fichas could not alone have determin’d
me to make it known to the World, if my Reluglancy had
L2 nat



76 A New Method of Curing

not been overcome by the Authority of thofe to whom I can
refufe nothing. I fhall let my Enemies alone to make what
Conftruction they pleafe upon it, but I folemnly proteft that
nothing but the publick good did move me thereto; neither
can I believe they will doubt of the Truth of the Faét, which
has had fuch a confiderable Number of ocular Witnefles
whom I fhall name by and by, and who are very great Ma-
fters of their Profeffion, and too penetrating and experiencd
to be deceiv’d in a Matter of this Nature, though none of
thefe Qualifications are here mqmr’cl, their Eyes being {uffici-
ent Judges. In the greateft Part of inward Difeafes, whofe
Effeéts are indeed evident, but whofe Caufes are hidden and
percewable only by the moft confirnmate Phyficians, both
in Theory and Practice, the Wurld feldlom attributes thc
Honour of the Cure to the Phyfician; but ’tis the Patient’s
Conftitution, the Strength of his Nature, his Youth, and thr:
like, that have wrought the Miracle; but no fiich Thing can
be pretended here, Nature having been left feven Years to it
felf, to recover, if it could, the Patient.  Nothing feem’d
wanting in her: fhe was young and pretty ftrong, her Pafli;
ons very moderate, and her Conflitution excellent, fince it
held out feven long Years: No doubt but there was Iﬂmp
fecret Impediments, which eluded all the Effeéts of Nature,
and requird the help of Art; from' this Inftance the World
may draw a very neceffary and important inference to many
poor Patients, who think themlves incurable, becaufe they
have been pronounc’d fuch, by fome ignorant but impudent
peremptory Blockheads, whofe Confidence often cofts very
dear to poor credulous Patients, who give themfelves up ta
be cruelly cut and mangled by thefe rafh Pretenders, who ei-
ther fend them out of the World, or leave them to groan
out tle reft of their Lives in Mlﬁr}r and Torment; whereas
had they but been wife enough to have rejected their blind
pernicious Councels, and to have fought for advice from the
Fountain Head 4. e. Phyfick, and confequently from the moft
experienc'd Phyficians; they might have preferv’d their Livesl
and Limbs, or at leaft would not have been exposd to fee
themfelves cut and torn and murther’d b}r a lingering Death,

: & (1 f
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(it T may fo call it) How many Inftances of this might I pro-
duce in this populous City ? His Highnefs the Regent hadig{{;
an Arm, and perhaps his Life, if there had not been 2 Chi-
rac to have fiv'd him. How many poor private Perfons
have been lam’d or butcher’d by the Fire a,ud Steel of too
Confident Operators? After they haveonce given their Judg.
ment, there is no more to be faid or done, they have fpoken,
the Thmg is decided, and the moft knowing and cxpmeuc’d
Phyficians muft yicld to them in this kind.  There is no
other Hopes, they ingrofs all the' Knowledge, Counfel, Mc-—
thod, and the -:lrfadfu] Operation to themfelves, ‘a degree of
Pride which has coft fo many Peoples Lives, and ought to
be feverely punifb’d in a well govern’d City. The Examples
I am going to produce fufficiently prove that what I have
fiid is but too true ; and the Obiftinacy of the Patient we
are {peaking of, who would never confent that her Leg fhould
be cut off, was the thing that fived both it and perhiaps hes
Life to boot, Let not therefore the World be alarm’d at the
{é-.rpre]}a:lf ions of thefe Minos’s and Radamanthus’s ; for ve-
ry often thefe evils prove incurable through the ill

ment of thofc who are employ’d about them, but often like-
wife they are only {fuch in the Judgment of ignorant Preten-
ders, with which this great City of Paris doth fwarm. Tn
order therefore to put it into the Power of thofe, who may
doubt of the truth of this Relation, to fatisfy themfelves a-
bout it, T fhall put them in 2 Way of doing it.

The fixth Day of May 1722, 1 was calld upon to fee
Mrs. Briarly living in Mazarine-fireet, a Gentlewoman of a-
bout twenty Years and fix Months of Age, whofe Fathep
was' an Englifh Gentleman of the Bed-chamber to the Pre-
tender . She r.:umplamd of a violent Pain in her Side, attend-
ed with great difficulty of Breathing, an Inclination to Vo-
mit, and an exceflive Painin her Head; I found her lying up-
on her right Side, her Body bent double; I begg'd of her to
turn to me, but fhe told me fhe could not alter her Situation,
and that fhe had been forcd to lye on that Side above feven
Years; 1 was mov'dat her miferable condition, and ask’d her
all the’ proper qu:ﬂmns In anfwer to which fhe gave me the

fﬂHﬂng
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following Account, which fhe will be ready to atteft to all
who fhall be defirous to be fatisfy'd of the Fa&t. She told
me that when fhe was fourteen Years of Age her Months
were flopt by Reafon of fome Grief, that the firft Day of
Fanuary 1715, fhe was taken with a violent Fever attended
" wyith violent Pains in her Head; Dr, Gavers and Dr, Gax-
_tier, the former of whom was firft Phyfician to Queen Mary,
and the latter Phyfician,to the Hofpital of Sz, Germain en Laye,
came to vifit her; they both agreed that fhe fhould be blood-
ed in the Foot, which was perform’d by Mr. Richards, Sur-
geon, living at S¢. Germain. Cupping, Scarifying, Fumigas
tions, Vomits, Glyflers, Hyfterick Potions, ¢be. were all pre-
ferib'd, and adminiftred without any Succefs; all her Nerves
fell into Convulfions, which caus’d a general Diforder in all
the animal Funétions, and oblig’d the two Phyficians to order
that {te fhould be bled at the Foot once a Month; her Head-
ach continued as violent as ever, in {pight of all the above
mention’d Remedies, which feem’d rather to increafe her -
Pain: Her Convulfions continued, and her Arms and Legs
contracted, and fell into a perfe€t Atrophy. The two Do.
&ors left her in this miferable Condition, in which fhe con-
tinued full eight Months; Dr. Gemtard the King’s Phyfician
{aw her in that Cafe, which made him pronounce her a dead
Woman, without hefitation. He would not fo muchas pre-
fribe her the leaft thing; I was told it by the Patient and
her Relations. After eight Months were elaps’d, Mr. Rizh-
ards faw her again, and by a regulr Courfe of living, fhe
by degroes free'd herfelf from her Mifery; both her Arms
came to themfelves again, and her right Leg ftretch’d it felf
out infenfibly to its natural Length, but the left never could
be reftor’d, it remained bent cloft to the Thigh, the Heel,
as it were fix'd to the Buttock, and grew {o lean, that it
feem’d perfe@ly wither'd, and did not feem to be the one
fourth part of the Diameter of the other. And fuch a terri-
tle Anchylofis fell into her "Thigh, but more fpecially in her
Knee, that the Leg was not able to move in the leaft. Dr,
Gawtier aud Mr. Richards try’d all the proper Remedies ta)
xecover it, but all in vain, at haft they refolv'd upon a.Con,

| ' fuation,
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fultation, in which it was concluded that the Lég muft be
cut off; the whole Apparatus was got ready the next Day in
order to perform the Operation, but the Patient alone was
againft it, and rather chofe to lead thencetortha Life which
Is cafier to be imagin'd, than defcrib’d, every Minute of it
being attended with continue Pains and Torments which
kept her in that Condition, and ferc’d her to lie continually
on the fame Side, the Space of feven Years, without being
able to firive or try, unlefs it were with the greateft Pain, to
fhift her Pofture but for one Mement, when fhe was oblig'd
to keep her Bed. This is what I learn'd from her the fixth
of May 1722.

Having given the Reader this plain and true Account of
the matter, I can’t believe that any Body can doubt of the
Fa&, I had all the Circumftances of it from the Patient’s own
Mouth, and 1 have too many Witnefles of the Fact, to dare
impofe upon the World ; but the moft unexceptionable Wit-
nefs, was the Condition of the Patients Leg, the Situation of
which has been feen and examin’d by feveral Doétors of the
Faculty of Paris, by fome at one Time, by others at other
Times; {fome have {feen it when it was ftll, as it were glu-
ed on to the Buttock, others when it begun to be loofen’d,
others have feen it level with the other, and others have feen .
the Patient upon her Legs and ftand upon the one or the o-
ther indifferently, and make a Curtefy; others laftly have feen
the Play and Motion of the Knee, and the Patient walk fome
Steps : the firft that faw the Leg faw it wither’d, the Bones
only cover'd with Skin, and the laft have feen it flefhy
and of the fame Bignefs, and in as good Cafe as the other.,
Thefe are Faéts which cannot be meerly pretended, but I fhall
mame all the Witnefles of them at the End of this Relation.

This Faét is fo extraordinary, that it well deferves to be
narrowly examin’d. I may affirm that 1 have read a grear
many of the beft Practical Books of Phyfick, but that 1 ne
ver met with any Cafe like it, much lefs did I ever meet
with any fuch Fats in all my Pratice, or ever heard the
moft experienc’d Phyficians mention any like it.

In
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In order to form a juft Idea of this terrible Difeafe, we
muft examine feveral Matters; the firft is, what caus'd the fup-
preflion of her Months, viz. Grief; the fecond is the Nature
of the Difeafe and in what it confifts, Thirdly, The Nature
of the Effeéts it produced, wiz. Firft, an irritation of the
Nerves, and the Mufculous Parts of the Sinews themflves uf
the Thigh. And Laftly, as a Confequence of the others, it
caus'd an Atrophy in the whole Leg. I

As to the firft nothing is fo furc as the Impreffion, good
or bad, which our Pafflions make in our Bodies, and at the
fime Time nothing more difficult then the Phyfical Explica-
- tion of it: it would be two abftrufe a queftion here how
a fpiritual Subftance can by its different fenfations, caufe
fuch various Motions in the Solid or Liquid Parts of our Be-
dies: This is a truth of Senf¢ and Experience, for which we
can give no other Reafon, then the will of the great Creater,
and in the {uppofition of this Fa&, which is a&ua]]jr true;
we can Account for it no other Way but that it is the Or-
" der of the fupreme Author. How do fome Paffions fuch as
Anger, Joy, Love, ¢ge. acceierate the Motions of the Hu-~
mours, and facilitate their Secretipns? on the contrary;
Terrour, Fear, Dread, Grief, and the like; how do they abate
the Motion of thofe very Humours, and -fupprefs their Se-
cretions and Excretions? to decide one of thefe two con-
trary Propofitions, is to decide both; and the Effeéts of the
Paffions are {fo well known that we are feldom fuppriz’d at
a Womans falling in Labour or mifcarrying by Reafon of
fome violent Paffion, or that that the Child fhould have fome
mark of that Paffion; nurfes fubje&t to Fright or Anger,
do give their nurfe Children the Epltepfy,

Some reputable Writers * are of Opinion that the bite of 4
Manin Anger, is venemousand even Mortal; on the contrary
Joy or moderate Anger will cure a Cachexy, provoke the
Terms in Women that had it before with Difficulty; a vig-
lent paffion has fometimes cur’d the Palfy, + a fudden fright
has ftopt dangerous Hemorages, and cur’d quartan and other,

L]

* Zacutws, Lusic, Penerol, Cels,  + Valeriolg Hoiftius,
obftinate
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obftinate Agues, and even Madnefs. Let us fuppofe a very
true Principle, that every thing in our Bodies keeps 2 Mathe«
matical Regularity, that the Quantity of the Liquid is exact-
ly anfwerable to the Diameter of the Vefltls that contain
them, that the Reciprocal claftick Force and Explofion of
the Fibres is the Mathematical Ratio of their circular Moti-
on, with that of the inteftine Liquors; that, thofe Liquors
have an elaftic Motion and Explofion, as well as the Fibres of
which the Veflels confift; that thisclaftic Motion of the Veflels
is of an exat Proportion, not only with the Weight ofthe Li-
quors; but likewife with rheir Velocity : the whole being thus
difpos’d with the greateft and moft perfet Exaétnefs,the Funéti-
ons of the Body are perform’d witha certain Harmony, which
if nothing obftruéted; Man would be immortal,or at Jeaft would
live vaftly longer than he doth. But how many things do obftruk
this perfect Connexion of the Liquids with the Solids ? fome
of which are foreign, and fome moft intimate, I mean the Paflj-
. on of the Soul, over which Man of himflf has but litt]e
Command; and we rha}f reafonably fuppofe; that it vras the
Liofs of this Empire over our felves and our Paffions, which
made him of immoertal to become mortal, feeing nothing
difturbs more the Harmony of the Parts of our Bodies than
the Violence of our Paffions : Some have died ﬁaddenl:,r thro®
Excefs of Joy, others thro’ Excefs of Anger. If we make
a little Attention on the various Charalters of the Paffions;’
we fhall, T believe, eafily perceive that chearful Paffions, fiuch
as Love, do ‘in a fingular manner influence the Liquids, the
Blood, Choler, ¢c. and caude them to becorhe mare
brisk, active, and impetuous; and the Effeéts which follows
them are of the ime Nature; and that the Paiﬁun,s of Sor«
row, Fear, Grief, ¢&¢. do pnrticulaﬂ}' influence the folid Parts,
i. e. the Veflels that contain thofe. Liquors. Every one of
them works more or lefs to the Deftruction of the whole
Fabrick, but more efpecially when they are moved to the lagt
I}cgrec _il: would be impqﬂible for humane Bodies to hold
out long againft luch powerful Enemies, if the divine Wifdom
had not remedy’d it by placing all over the Body, writh an ad-
fnirable Providence and Sagacity, proper Means of defendin

his Handy-work againft thofe Enemies which {o powerfully
' M . firive
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{trive to deftroy it. 'The Effe&ls of a violent Paffion demori~
flrate the Truth of this;~ 2 Man mov'd to exceflive Anger
kecomes pale, no doubt, becaufe the Courfe of the Blood
towards the Head is flackened ; which is done by the Help
of the little Nerves which are twin’d about the Blood-vef~
els, which fall into Convulfions, and prefs and fqueeze then
{0, as to leflen confiderably their Diameter; fo that there is
but a {mall Quantity of Blood that can pafs into the Head to
refrefh it; and this throws the angry Perfon into an Apoplexy.
This however doth fometimes happen, but we will not in-
fift upon fuch inftances as thefe which are exceptions to the-
Rule, but fpeak of thofe which comnmnl}f happen. 1In the
following of this Idea let us examine the Effect of that Paf-
fion which we call Sorrow; in a grievous, melancholy, and
lafting Sadnefs, not only the Face, but the whole Body be-
comes Pale, the funétions become languifhing, their Strength’
and Motion abate, the Body finks under its own Weight,
loofes its Plumpnefs, and becomes a living Skeleton; and why
all this, but becaufe Melancholy Paffions have their chief Em-
pire over the {olid parts, the Nerves, and nervous Parts which'
form the Veflels? and’ as thefe Nerves which wind about
them fuffer a perpetual contrattion, {o likewile the nervous
Parts of which they confift, are always contradted. The'
Diameter of the Veflels being thus fqueez'd, hinder the ne-
ceffary quantity of Blood from pafling, and the whole Body"
not b::mg fufhiciently fuppl}r’d with Moifture and ‘Nourifh-
ment, the Functions ceafe by Degrees, and from this Difor-
der an infinite Multitude of Difeafes are produc’d. The Ty-
rannical Effe@s of Sorrow areimmediately felt in the Stnmach,
which is ‘one of the moft nervous Parts of the Body, out of
which comes an imperfect Chyle incapable of produ;:mg goad
Blood, becaunfe there can be no affimilation, The Matrix in
Women, as nervous at leaft as the Stomach, fuffers the fime,
and its funéions are equally obftruéted with thofe of the
Stomach. The Arteries which fhould be always full, as it
is necefiary they fhould in fuch uverﬂumngs, do fearce fup-
ply it with fuch a Quantity of Blood as is fufficient for its
Nourifhment. It is therefore no Wonder if. that Part doth
. - no
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no longer pay the Monthly Tribute; which Nature requires;
and in thismanner we conceiye Grief to caufe a Ceffation of
it; and thus it was fupprefs'd in the Patient we are fpeaking
-of. Letus now trace the Circumftances, and fee by wwhat
Mechanifm the Monthly Evacuations being ftopt, do.caufe
fuch grievous Diforders; or; which is the fime thing, let us
examine the Nature of the Difeafe it felf, which is the fe-
cond thing T have made the following refletion upon: but
in order to argue with fome certainty, let us lay down fome
certain Principles as a Foundation of our reafoning. -
"Tis certain the Paffions, but fpecially Guief, do immediate-
ly affeét the Stomach, becaufe it feems more immediately to
feize upon the Nerves, than the gayer Paflions, and that there
is in the Stomach a parcel of the moft confiderable Nerves
calld the Plexus Nervofus, The Paticnt loofes his Appetite,
becaufe prefently after he is feiz’d with Grief, he fecls a Bit-
ternefs, Drynefs, and Thirft in the Mouth, and foon after is
gormented with Acid and Squamifh Crudities and Flatulen-
cies, Tenfions in the Hypocondria, and all other Symptoms
which prove a vitiated Chyle; and if any Difeafe follows it
will not be cur'd till the Caufe be taken away, or if it feems
to be cur'd, it will appear foon after in another Shape. The
Chyle being thus become Acid, Vifcous, and Glutinous, is apt
* to_caufe any kind of Difeafe infenfibly: The Blood and Li-
quors it affords become of the fame Nature with it, and the
Secretions and Excretions as well as Perfpiration, (are every
where obftruéted.  For whilft thefe are duly performyd, it
proves the Spring and Fountain of Health; and of all Dift
cafes, when they are obftructed or totally fupprefs'd; which
feldom happens, and perhaps never but in an incurable Drop-
fie. |
From this Principle we may eafily underfland how the
Thicknefs of the Blood hinders it, on the one hand, from
flowing freely in the Capillary Veflels of the Matrix which
are fubfervient to thofe periodical Excretions; and how on
the other Hand, the Nerves being continually contracted bf
the irritation which is caufed by the Acidity of the Jui-
ces they contain, clofe up the Diameter of the Blood Veilels
' M 2 which
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which they furround, and thereby hinder the Circulation of
the Liquids. The Harmony which ought to be between the
liquid and the folid Parts being thus diforder’d and broken,
we need not wonder at the numberlefs Difeafes, which the
fuppreflion of the Courfes is capable of caufing, fuch as Tu-
mours, Abcefles, Ulcers, and Inflammations in the Matrix,
and Gangreens which are always attended with Death, or
el they difperfe themfelves all over the Body, and produce
different kinds of Feavers, the green Sicknefs, Jaundice,
Leucophlegmatia, a general Lbathing of all kind of Meats,
Vomiting of Blood, an .Ajzite Dropfy, Faintings, an obftinate
Cough,difficulty of breathing, Palpitations of the Heart, a decp
Melancholy which is fometimes attended with Defpair, the
Head-ach, Madnefs, Gout, and fometimes a fatal Complica-
tion of Difeafes, as it happen’d to our Patienthere. She had
likewife a violent Feaver, and fuch an obftinate Delirium,
that though fhe was bled in the Foot feventeen Times with-
in the fpace of a Month, it could not abate the Fiercenefs of
it. The terrible Convulfions that follow’d did, no doubt,
give fome Intermiffion to her Feaver, but it was curing a
greqt Evil by a greater.  'We have endeavour’d to give 2 Me-
chanical Account of the Origine of thofe Convulfions which
had contra&ed the Arms and Legs of our Patient.

There remains, that we fhould offer fome plaufible Reafons
for her Feaver and Delirium, which lafted eight Months.

The Delirium feems the moft difficult to account for; ’tis
the third thing I propofe to explain. We have already fiid
enough to give the Reader an Idea of the Irritation of the
Nerves by the Sourriefs of the ftimulating Juices, and believe
he doth by this time fufficiently underftand how the Liquers
being overcharg’d with a too fix'd, coagulated, or at leaft in-
fpiffated acid, have choak’d up the Nerves, Muicles, and muf-
culous Parts, and all tho{e Parts which ferve to the Secretions
and Excretions. ' Our next Bufinefs feems to be, to explain
the Feaver and Delirium of the Paticnt, and the Atrophy of

the Leg,

in
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1In order to make our Notion underftood as much as poffi_
ble, we reafonably fuppofe, that all the Parts ot the Body havg
an exat Confonance among themfelves, like that of the
Strings of a Violin. Every body knows, that when the
Strings of two Violins are fcrew’d up to a perfet Unifon,
you cannot ftrike the one, but the other will vibrate and re-
found, tho’ it be not touch’d. I am much inclin’d to believe
that it is the fame with our Bodies, where all the nervous
Parts being ftretch’d to an Unifon, do anfwer to one another
with a mathematical Exaétnefs, and the fhaking of one of
them doth move all the reft, whether it has been caus'd by
fome outward Obje&, or by the exprefs Will of the Soul,
There is perhaps no better way to explain this Phenomenon,
which, tho’ very common, yet is a kind of Miracle, efpe-
cially to thofe who know how to admireit. We have known
a Bernardine Monk, (Dom. Turquois) an eminent Preacher,
and learned Divine, to rehearfe, without knowing what he
did, during a Delirium which lafted feveral Weeks, all the
Sermons he had preach’d, tho’ the Delirium was too violent
to fuffer the Soul to make the lealt Attention to it. A greater
Philofopher than T am might perhaps find it an eafy matter to
frame a very compa&t and learned Syftem from this Idea of
the Confonancy of the Parts, to account for all our Senfations,
as well outward as inward. A Lawyer, who compos'd a
finall Treatife about the Memory, has come very near to this
Notion, he only wanted a little more Infight into the Ana-
tomy of human Bodies.

And if it be true, that the whole Mechanifm, both of the
Memory, and all other Senfations, is founded upon the Play
of the nervous Fibres, and that the Order of our Ideas (I mean
thofe only which are rais'd in the Soul, by reafon of fome
Motion of the Body) depends upon the Difpofition, which
the Stops, v. g. of a Harpficord keep among themﬁ:]vcs}
§. e. upon the Order and Conneétion which the nervous Fi-
bres keep with refpeét to one another; it will be likewife
true, that whilft this Order {ubfifts in its Perfection, {o long
will the Motions of the Fibres be regular, and the Soul will
receive the moft perfe& Intelligence from them, and form

her
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her Ideas without any Confufion. And in.this confitts the
Difference between 2 Man of Senfé, and a Fool or Madman.
If this Order is difturb'd, and the Fibres be flopt, the Man
will become a Fool or a Dunce; if they be wither'd, and
don’t anfwer the Imritations which the nervous jmce doth
caufe in them, the Man loofes his Memory, which is the
Cafe of old People: If they are too much and too violently
irritated, they over-power the Soul with fo many Ideas and
Images, that fhe is not able to put them in Order, by reafon
of their Multitude, the Quicknefs in which they prefent
themflves, and the Vehemency with which they ftrike hers
all thefe things caufe fuch a Confufion in her, that fhe lofes
her difterning Faculty, and the Command fhe had over the
Tongue, {o that it now exprefles, without Order or Connecti-
on, thofe Ideas which the Diforder and Extravagance of the
Senfes had form’d: This is what T conceive to be the Caufe of
the Delirium ﬂf Perfons in a high Feaver.

The nervous Fibres being diforder’d by acrimonious Liqulds,
the Soulis infected with the Diforder; o that it is no longer
difficult to account for the Feaver, which feiz’d our Patient
fo violently, that no Remedy could remove it; after what we
have faid concerning the Thicknefs of the Liquids, and the
Suppreflion of the Courfts occafion’d by it; the Difficulty of
Breathing and Stirring, and the Interruption of almoft all the
Funétions at the coming of an Ague Fit, do fufficiently de-
monftrate that the Difcafe confifts in the Thicknefs of the Li-
quors, which difturb their Motion. We need except none
but peftilential Feavers, where the Liquors are diffolv’d and
too rarify’d, their Texture totally deftroy’d by the Acrimony
of the {'ubtle Poifon infus'd into the Blood, and this Feavep
is only a Symptom of the Plague, which ought not to come
into the Definition of a Feaver, f{ecing it doth not belong to
its Effence: The Funétions do perifh, as well as in thofe Fea-

vers which proceed from the Thicknefs of the Liquids, but _

after another manner; the fharp Particles of the Poifon having
corroded the Texture of the Liquors, it fpreads it {elf over all
the Membranes and Nerves, which fuffer a continual Contra-
Ction, by too clolely fquccz.mg all the Parts to the Compo-
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fition of which they belong, and about which" they twine,
The Action of each Part is difturb'd, and the Juices they
produce are no longer fit to anfiver the Ends which Nature
had ordain’d them for. This Matter would require a fuller
Diflertation, but what T have faid will be fufficient for the
Matter in hand. I come now to explin the Atrophy of the
Leg, which: will not be difficult to account for from the
Principles 1 have advanc’d. I am perfuaded that the Nerves -
are ordain’d by Nature to convey their nutricious-Juices into
every Part; if you cut a Nerve any where, that Part falls into
an Atrophy; and if you cut an Artery where the Mufcle joins
to it, it lofes its Motion. . Such a prodigiolis: Stoppage as was
in our Patient’s Leg and Thigh was more than {ufficient to
choak up the Paffage of the nutricious Juice of ‘the Leg, and
to wither it to the degree I found it, when I fiw her firfk,
The Day after my firft Vifit I calld M. de Chirac, firlt Phy-
fician to {'us Royal Highnefs the Regent, he faw and examin'd
the Lady, and found Eer in the Condition here mention’d, and
Imk’d n her .Cafe as incurable, and tﬂld me_he much
dotbted the Suécefs of my Undertaking. “The faime Day I
delir’d Dr. Bordm, Chancellor of ‘State, and firft ‘Pﬁ}ﬁmm to
the Infanta Gueen, to come and fee my Patient, her Cafe
being fo extraordinary, who promis’d me to come the next
Day, but was prevented by other Bufinefs. Dr.Maloy, Phy-
fician of the Faculty of Paris, and of the Royal Hofpital of
the Tnvalids, came out of Curiofity to fee' her. Dr. Awdré,
Profeffor of Phyfick at the Royal College, Gwr her feveral
times, as did likewife Dr. Couttier, Regent Doctor, and
Dr. Baffat, Phyfician to the late Duke of Berry. Alfo,
Dr. Fourneaun, another Regent Doctor, and Monfenr Guerin,
an eminent Surgeon, faw her abovea Year before I did. . I could
likewife name Mefl, Charras, Father and Son, Apothecaries;
but 1 fancy I have nam’d Witnefs more than enough to put
the Fact beyond all Doubt. - But after Dr. de Chirac had vi-
fited her, I refolv’d to adminifter my Specific to her. Before
fhe had took it many Days, T was agreeably furpriz'd to find
the Heel loofen it flf infenfibly from the Buttock and Thigh
my Rcmcd}' working gently with her by Stool, by Swear.
and
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and Urine; and was {0 far from weakening the Patient, thit

her Strength increas’d daily. At the end of fifteen Days the

Leg was entirely loofen’d from the Thigh, but it was not
above half the Length of the other. I acquainted Dr.de Chiras

with it, whorefolv’d to fee it with hisownEyes. We went
both to the Patient, and he believ'd becaufe he faw. He ad-
vis'd her to put a flat piece of Lead to that Shoe, adding ftill
to the Weight of it, by degrees, till it came to a Pcund and
half, which fucceeded very well. She began to lie on her
left Side, which was more than fhe had done for {feven Years
before; and at the end of two Months the Leg came to its
full Length, and fhe can now ftand, and begins to take fome
Steps upon it. It would be impoflible to impofe upon fo
many learned Witnefles, but in. this Cafe they need only to
have their Eye-fight, and to be Men of Integrity,

A Relation of an extraordinary Difeafe, curd by the
[fame SPE € 1F1C, and arefted by the Patient

Aving been troubled with a ftrange and extraordinary
Difeafe which lafted above three Years, and having had
the moft experienc’d Phyficians, and moft approv’d Remedies,
without Succefs, I was at length, as the laft Refuge, advis’d
to try Doctor Sigogne, Phyfician to the Swirz Company of
Guards to the King, by whom I was perfeétly cur’d, con-
trary to the Expectation of thofe Phyficians I had before con-
fulted. And I believe my felf oblig’d to give a true Account
of it, for the publick Good, and to {ubferibe to it,

In 1718, 1 fell fick of a continued Feaver, attended with
violent Pains in the lower Belly, which did fhoot quite to the
Penis and Tefticles, and a perpetual Bubbling and Grumbling
Noife in my Bowels, which fometimes came up to my
Throat, like Water boiling apace, My Water was very
crude and cover'd with little Bladders that would continue on
the top above Twenty-four Hours, 1lodg'd thenat my Bro-

ther's
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ther’s an Apothecary in Butcher’s-ffrect in the Suburb of S7,
Germain, who was then gone into England. In the mean
Time I was vifited by feveral eminent Phyficians , who did
all that could poffibly be done to fave my Life, which fcem-
ed to be in great Danger by Reafon of feveral Relapfes T had
within the Space of two Months. I went out at length a*
bout my Bufinefs, but did not find my felf throughly cu-
red, for my Pains and Gripings came again from Time to
Time, I voided Glears of a yellowifh Colour, and wras lforc’d
to keep my Chamber feveral Days together.

My Brother returning from England, I took again all the
Medicines that could be thought proper for my Cafe; but
they only affuag’d my Pains, without removing the Caufe.
1 found an Opportunity of pafling over into England with an
Englifh Lord, whom T had the Honour to teach French. My
Brother advis'd me to it, hoping that the Change of Air, and
croffing the Sea, would do me good, 1 took his advice and
found my felf fomewhat better. 1 came back to Paris full
of Hope, but it provid fhort-livd: My Gripings, ¢re. rte-
turn’d, and in 1720, towards the end of Oober, T was again
!_'éiz.’d with a Feaver, attended with violent Pains in my Bow-
els, Tefticles, and at the extremity of the Penis, which was
fliff and fwel’d, and grown hard. Phyficians were again cal-
led, and they order’d I fhould be let Blood, a thing very much
practis'd at Paris. They afluaged my Pain by the Quantity
of Medicines I took; and at laft recover'd me, At the erd
of two Months I was able to go abroad, but pafs’d the Winter
toft miferably, being oblig'd to make ufe of 2 Hackney-
coach, or Chair, not hﬁ?iﬂg Strength enough to go on me;
and my Pains often returning, and I having no other Way to
mitigate them but by takifg fome gentle Medicines to keep
me loofe, having been very coftive ever fince the beginn'ng
of my Sicknefs. One would have thought that Purges would
have been very proper to carry of thofe Glears which gave
mie fuch exceffive Pains; T ufed them accordingly,

; but they
rather increas’d the Pains, and fling me into a Feaver, m

Bowrels being become {o tender, that the leaft thing did :xj;
afperhte them, and, as the Phyficians faid, would caufe {ome

N Inflammation
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Inflammation in them. Glyfters were likewife thought very
proper, but they dar’d not order any purgative ones; for both
In the taking and voiding of them, they caus'd the moft vio-
lent Pains, and if they werefimple ones they did not operate
at all. At laft, the Phyficians were at their Wits end, not
knowing what the Nature of my Difeafe was. I was orderd
to make ufe of hot Baths, which I did for nine Days; I
likewife us'd cooling Broaths, Smith’s Forge-water, the
Waters of Paffy, Chicken-broath, refrefhing Diet-drinks, and
a Courfe of Diet, which I obferv’d for feveral Years, but
without Succefs. - They did not omit bleeding me at the
Arms and Feet, and with Leeches in the Hemorroidal Veins,
becaufe T had been formerly troubled with the Piles. They
opperated extremely well, and the Quantity of blackifh Blood
I voided gave me fome Relief for a Time, but I fell ill a-
gain., | | LR

I hada Confultation of Phyficiansand Surgeons to examine
whether there was not {fome Venereal Taint in my Diftem-
per; but they all told me, to my Serrow, that there was
none at all; for, in the difmal Condition I was in, I could
have wiflvd my Difeafe had proceeded from thence, for then
T could have hop’d for a Cuze. However, I try’d fuderifick
Ptifans, with the Effentia Mercurialis at the Spring and Fall,
but 1 was forc’d to leave them off after fome Days, for they
threw me into a violent Feaver, and I was in Danger of an
Inflammation in my Bowels. I was forc’d to be blooded againg
and to try to get off this Accident; in a Word 1 fpent above
three Years without finding any Remedy for my Difeafe,
which had weaken’d me to fuch a Degree, that the fiznum
wirile had quite forfock me; but this was not what grieved
ame, for Health being in my opinion, the greateft-Pleafure of
1ite, one may eafily enjoy it without the other, which is fo
.often attended with fuch fatal Confequences, but {pecially to
a Man of my (fifty) Years. Ifound my felf therefore redu-
«ced to fuch a pafs, that I knew not which Way to turn my
{elf; the Art of the Phyficians was exhaufted, and the only
Remedy they left me which was patience, which I was for-

.ced to uie whether I would or not, and wait Pativ:nﬂfb far
me

[]
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E:mv"%nf the Cholick, which would inall appearance fend mie
to my long Home, a Journey which all Men are natarally
willing to put off as long as ‘they can. At length, do what I
could, I was brought to the very Gates of Death, but asit
pleafed God, they were fhut for me; to him be all the Praife.

Inthe Year 1722, in Lent, 1 found my {CIf fomething
worfe than Ordinary, I was neverthelefs willing to go abroad :
I took a Chair, becaufe a Coach fhook me too much,
and increas’d my Pain: after 1 had done fome Bufinefs
in the City, I went to my Brothers towards Noon having
been took with a violent fit of the Cholick about ten of the
Clock: T had a great reaching to’ Vomit, but nﬂthing came
up, thoughl ftrain’d hard, and put my Finger in my Throat
as far as T could; I refolv'd to go home, to have my Bed
warm’d, and to lieme down. About three of the Clock T was
taken with a violent Shivering, and my Pains became fo ' vio-
lent that I could no longer bear them, without crying out
fo loud, that the Neighbours heard me, ﬁ‘ln: or fix' came to
my help, my Brother was feat for, a Phyfician is call'd; and
I took feveral Potions, but ftill my Pains encreas'd. T had fe-
veral earthen pot-lids heated and clapt to my Belly, 1 hid up-
on them, till they burnt the Skin, but my Pains were fo vio-
lent that I could not feel the Burning @ T was fvelld and
ready to-be choak’d, and could. void nothing either upwards
or downwards; myjBrother and {ome others flay’d all Nighe
with me; .and. towards three of the Clock in the Mornmg
they found me very cold towards the extreme Parts, and that
the violénce cf the Pain had weaken'd me exceflively. My
Brother {ecing the Danger I wasin, gave me two Ounces
of Syrup of Diacodium which did operate a little while after,
afluag’d my Pains, and threw me into a Slumber; he did not
leave me till ten of the Clock, to fee whether my Pains
would return when I came out of Sleep; and as good Luck!
would have it, they were very much afluag’d, I could fpeak;
@ little better, 1 took Care to order my Affairs both Spiritu-
al and Temporal, I beganto make Water more freely, but it
was very red and oily, the Feaver continued very violent..
my Pul[»': beat highand quick, and my Brains were in great

N 2 Confution.
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‘Confufion, At five of the Clock at Nightmy or-
der’d me to be let Blood in the Foot, which was done lm-
tifully, and weaken’d me very much, and about e:lgbt at
Night T grew light-headed; they order’d me fome Emulfions
and an Cwpiate, which a little calm’d me: they order’d me
likewife fome Glyfters, but I could neither take nor void them,
without fuffering very acute Pains; they dar'd not purge me
for fear of exafperating the Painsand encreafing the Feaver, they
apply’d Topicks to my Navel, and during the Space of Twen-~
ty-two Days, they dar’d not give me any thing but Apo-
zems threc or four Times a Day, with half an Ounce of
Manna which loofen’d the Glears by little and little, which
being grown hard did come out no big'ga‘. then lentils, and
not without exceflive Pains, and I was not in 2 Condition to
go abroad till the Day before Palm-Sunday, though I was
ftill very weak, and far from being cur’d, for I relaps'd in lefz
than twelve Days, on a Wedne/day at twa in the Morning.

I bore my Pains as well as I could, at feven I was willing to
try to overcome it, bemg tir'd with ftaying fo long at home,
I got into a2 Chair, and made a fhift, netwithftanding the
great Pains I fuffer’d, to give a Leflon to fome of my Scho-
lars, about Noon I went to my Brother, to get fome Relief
from him, and be put in a Condition to feek for a Cure in
England, fince 1 could not find it at Paris, I was feverifh,
lockt yellow, and my Pains oblig’d me to hold my Hands
upon my Belly, this gave fome Uneafinefs to fome of my
Friends which were then in my Brother’s Shop; M. De Sigog-
ne was one of them, who feeing me in that deplorable Con-
dition, took me by the Hand, and told me he had a Mind to
cure me, and that he knew my Difeafe, having feen me of-
ten, though I would not make Ulfeof his Specific, the Ope-
ration of itapearing to me fabulous, and indeed one can fearce
believe it, unlefs one has try’'d it. My Brother who lovid mé
entirely, and did carneftly defire my recovery, bid me i
Eaglifhy to accept of his offer, and to firike the Iron whilft
it was hot : that very Minute I went along with M. de &i.
gogne to his Houle, he made me take his fpecific Remedy,
and urdcr’d me 10 take fome miore at gumg to Bed, and

promis d

1
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pnd me that my Pains would difippear in few Days,
which they did almoft totally that very Night, for 1 {lept
better then I had done for feveral Years, when I awak’d ¥
had no Feaver but was well enough to go about my Bufinefs.
He told me his fpecific would make me fiweat four Hours 2
Day, and that I might chufe the moft convenient time, T
chofe two of the Clock in the Morning, becaufe of my Bu- .
finefs : T had a Nurde that watch’d me;, and T was order’d when
I had a Mind to fiveat, to add a Blanket or a Night-gown
to the Bed-cloaths, and to lie very quiet; the fifth Day after I
had began to take his Specific, T began to fweat, at two in
ﬂchGMg, at firfk gently. but afterwards more abundantly,
in {o much that it went quite through my Feather-bed: but
at the fame Time the Sweats were o pleafant that T fancied
my feIf ina Bath, the Sweat ran down my Head and Body,
but without the leaft heat either inward or outward, or any
Thirft or Unquietnefs; and I could fumetimés lie four Hours
without ftirring; I drank an Hour after T had bcgau to {weat
a pint Bottle of his Water luke-warm’d at four draughts, one
every quarter of an Hour, I got up at fix in the Morning, and
after having been well rubb'd, and fhifted my felf, I found
my {elt refrefhed and hungry, T eata bit of Bread, and drank
two Glafles of good Burgundy, and ‘went abroad on Foot,
finding my Legs firanger than ordinary, and what furpriz'd
me moft as wﬁﬂirﬂry Nurfe was, that when fhe rubb’d me
with warm ‘Cleaths; T found my flf as cool as if I had juft
_ come out from bathing in fome River. But the Reader will
be flill more furpriz’d when he fhall underftand how agreea-
bly this {pecific operated, for contrary to all thofe kinds of
Remedies, which never fail to weaken the Patient, this gave
me two gentle ftools without any Griping, it made me pifs
plentifully during the Sweat, or {oon after, and much more
than I had drank, and when I came out of the Sweat I found
my {elf more and more vigorous, and in a Condition to walk
or leap as well as I could have done at the Age of Thirty. I
who for feveral Years was quite out of Breath in getting up
one pair of Stairs, and was {0 weak that I could not do even
that without r::ftmg and taking Breath three or four Times, in
e lda






