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It is by no means a new
n@, under the fpec10us
arance of being fo, itis a
¢t eflay to detraél: from a
@ne . 1t looks at beft, like
oor and ill-defign’d endea-
of one artful and crafty
, to pass for what he 1s not,
to hinder another 1INgenious
01‘1 from pafling for what
‘really 1s, the firft and chief
or and discoverer, as well
&moner of this new me-

ln England

\Y ]ohn Douglas, Surgeon,

ut four Months ago, oblig’d
world with a treatise on this
Je& which he has form’d in
the following method.  He in-
forms his Readers of the vari-
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 But Mr. Chefelden carries |

ftill farther, this fpirit of detra-
¢tion, and while he thus; with a
ly, unbecoming artifice, endea-
'yours to cloak his own real

thefts from Mr. John .Douglas,

he eraftily mentions, how the

'theory had been commended to
the Royal Socicty by Dr. James
Douglaslong before ; and {peaks
well of the Phyfician, whom 1t
is not his bufinefs to vie with,
order to leflen the Surgeon,
whom, it feems, he was to eclipse
and out-vie in fame.

The practice upon the theory
is then represented rath, and
what no man, but Mr. John
Douglas, would venture bis re-
putation upon ; as if Mr. John
Douglas had bad none to lose,

b s and












The LETTER.  @F
“than I can pretend to deserve)
¢ and have fince follow’d his me-~
¢ thod of practice with very good
¢ fuccess. I am likewise as much
¢ indebted to him for being my
¢ predeceffor in writing, as m
‘adting : for I have here de-
“ferib’d  the operation much
¢ after his manner, having fu-
¢ peradded nothing new of my
¢ own, that could make this trea-
¢ tise more uscful than his, un-
< Jess it confilts in relating the
¢ hiftory of my fuccess with
¢ each of the nine patients, whom
¢T have cut this way, and in
¢ tranflating his latin Appendisx,
¢ and fome other authors whom
¢ he quotes, for the benefit of
¢ less learned operators, whose
mis-

1
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feldeén? He then may tranflate
Roffétus again, and make it
elearer to us in Englifh, for Mr.
Chefelden owns it ¢bscure and
tncouth 1 many “paflages, as
be really well may, the Englifh
now wanting, in fome parts,’ e-
very jot as much a tranflation,
as the Latin did before ; and if
0, 1t’s only tranfcribing the
nethod, by placing Rofletus
rft, theit his own method of
operation, 1n other words, toge-
her with the Hiftory of his
experimentsand fuccefles,which
-muft remark by the way, 1n-
rease every day, and would
robably {well the bulk of {uch
 performance, and fo we may
¢ furnifh'd with another new.
reatise, and {o on, in infinitum,

- | D) - tll
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till we had as many diac:|

verers as there were practi-
fers, and as many authors,
there were cutters. *
 Methinks Men ou ght to be
deterr’d from this, not onl_y un-
lawful, but ridiculous way of
Pra&ice, upon the confiderati-
on, that they rather injure them-
feh es than others. |
How handsome a ﬁgure does
Mr. Chefelden make in Mr
Douglas’s Book, and what
wretched appearance n h'
own ?
 In Mr. Douglas’s, he apﬁ
pears to be an honourable pers
fon, ¢that has no private view
 but makes the good of man

k;

e

* Sed nunc ammoto quaeramus feria o2

H
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¢ kind his chief aim, his main
¢prospect ; * In his own, he
feems to be a Man, that, to
make a mean and despicable
Bfoﬁt to himself, would blemifh
the character of another at any
rate, who had deserv’d well from
the world.

~ In Mr. Douglas’s, he appears
what he really is, an expert
artiflt; in his own, he feems to
be, not anexpert artift,fo much,
as a man of art and craft, who,
by endeavouring to be more
than he is, makes himfelf really
lefs. For while we reflect with
indignation, that he falfly aims
t being efteemed the author of
another man’s treatise, weforget
hat he is, what he really s,
18 equal 1 practice ; and thus,

E 2 by
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by pretending to arrogate the
honour of being the head,  he
loses the title which he other:
wise might have juftly claim’d
of being a worthy coadjutor.
I don’t fay this; {ir, fo muck
to do Juftice to the fingle per:
fon of Mr. John Douglas, (foz
I'muft own, even to you,: that
till this time, I had a ftrong pre;
judice againft him) as 1. do 1
with regard to the juftice that
is due to ‘all mankind ; because
I am fully fenfible, that if the
indirect practices were to. be
continu’d, it muft nfallibly dis-
courage others from makin
any noble discoveries of  the
like nature. g 9 £
Now, discoveries are of all
things the molft uvseful in the
" healing
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healing art, and what, above

‘all; deserve our encouragement
and efteem.

 Perault, in his descriptions
of the illuftrious men of France,
makes this very jult and accu-
rate observation : ¢ Secrets, fays
¢he, may be kept in Families,
“ when they only tend to a {im-
¢ ple curiofity, but when they
¢are of use for the preservation
¢ of life, methinks they ought,
¢ as much as poflible, to be put
¢ into the hands of all the world,
¢ even tho’ it could not be done
¢ without fuffering lome pre-
¢ judice.

Sydenham f{peaking of agues,
makes likewise this remark,
which is as juft in discases of

every
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~ ¢Truly, vertue and wisdom
¢are more valu'd by good men,

¢ than either riches or honours.
- ¢There 1s (fays Dr. Oliver)a
‘ regard tobehad to men afilict--
¢ ed with any diseases, and they
¢ fhould be treated with all the
¢ respect, tenderness,and civility
‘in the world ; thereis a pity
“and concern required from us,
‘for the miseries and misfor-
‘tunes of men, and we ought
‘ to be very ready to afhift them
¢ on all occafions, and to be then
“ moft glad, when we are moft

¢ {ferviceable.

. Thefe are, I mult own, 1n-
genious reflections ; - but  me-
thinks, I may add on the other
hand, that the publick ought
to give fuch aruifls, all the prﬁo-
. t
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~ Notwithftanding Thevenin,
in his treatise of operations de-
clares, that de Franco’s way is

ho more in use, because the in-
ifion being made in the fund

- Notwithftanding thelearned
relincourt had told us, that
e Franconian operation died
s{oon as it was invented, be-
use, when the fund of the
ladder was perforated, the u-
ne flow'd into the cavity of
e belly, and caused death.
Notwith{tanding alltheseau-
orities, which were enough to
ter a gentus that was not fully
d unconquerably bent on
eat and extraordinary disco-
ries, from looking any fur-
F 2 ther.
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uncouth and irregular wounds,
and conscquently the harder to
cure, being made by improper
in{truments, as fwords, bullets,
and the horns of wild beafts,
the random work of chance,and
he juftly concludes, a fortiori,
that artifictal wounds made 1n
the moft proper place, ¢ with
¢ proper inftruments, and all ne-
¢ cefary precautions, would fuc-
¢ ceed with much less trouble,

¢and much more certainty. ’
When he had thus boldly,
but juftly, reason’d with him-
felf, he, with no less juftice and.
caution, proceeds in his manner:
of acting, than he had done be-
fore in his method of thinking.
As he would not reft conten-
ted with bare authorities, un-
fupported
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fupported by experience, to

ground his opinion in {pecula-
tion ; {o neither would he re-
main fatisfy’d with both the au-
thority and experience of other
persons joind together, as fuffi-
cient motives for him to un-
dertake the practice, till he had
cenfirmd both by frequent ex-
periments of his own, wisely
and 1nnocently try’d upon dead

bodies.

After he had with a vaft deal
of trouble and pains, try’d ex-
riment after experiment, up-
n numbers of dead bodies, to
ake himself dextrous and ex-
rt, 1 his then intended pra-
ice; after he had even had
he courage to try upon two li-
ving
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a meer Empirick, and a vain
boafter, and to expose his pre-
tenfions as chimerical and 1m-
poflible, grounded uponno more
than an ipse dixit, to juggle
men out of their lives and mo-
ney too. A harfh and dread-
ful charge this! and the pam-
phleteer himself, (tho a very
{currilous one) feem’d fo fenfi-
ble of the heaviness of .the
charge, that he fays, ¢ if at
‘any time the contrary is made
‘ appear, 1 fhall be ready to
‘acknowledge the injuftice of
‘my own, and others censures,
¢ ina publick recantationin print,
‘as I here charge them: ‘This
was a fair promise of the pam-
phleteer, after fo foul a Charge
but remains yet un perform;di

or
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or the contrary has long fince
een made appear, but the pub-
ick recantation has not yet
ppear’d.
- These ftruggles however,did
N0 means discourage him
om going on with an attempt,
hich he knew would prove for
¢ general good of mankind ;
- next address’d the Surgeons
he Hofpitals, and allof them
, except Mr. Chefelden, reje-
d his proposals.  Mr. Che-
en, to his honour be it fpo-
, examin’d into the Trath,
I approv’d the method, or
erwise, in all probability,
1 afilicted with that terrible
emper had remain’d to this
» Without the benefit of this
tance ; And now, at laft,

[Gs G 2 {ince
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approver, and introducer, of the
person who projected this, for
the good of mankind.

~ We find that this was the
invention of former days, but
no body had the courage to per-
form it. Roffetus frequently la-
mented his want of opportuni-
ty of trying it; de Franco did
try it,and tho’ heeven {ucceeded,
wanted courage to recommend
the practice of it to others.
Hence every mandeclin'd the o-
peration: Mr. Douglas effetual-
ly read the theory,and was (not-
withftanding what Mr. Chefel-
den fo craftily infinuates to the
contrary ) the firft bold adven-
turer, but not bolder than he
was wise ; for after trying 1t on
dead bodics, he has turn’d 1t
“ with
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Inventions ; it was dangerous
to dilate the wound, for the pa-
ient wanted Strength to under-
o fo fevere an operation. A-
ong all these difhiculties, Mon-
ieur Pigray, an able Surgeon,
ethought himself of pricking

t gently with the point of a fine
cedle, which made the patient
y the force of nature, inan in-
ant to draw 1t i, and when it
etir’d, he immediately ftitch’d
p the wound, and foon com-
leated a cure.

This action induces him to
ke an ingenious and ingenu-
uous reflection, that Pigray de-
rvesto beeverlaftingly record-

for that fingle action, if he

ad never done any thing memo-

ble befides, in the healing artd -
an
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and here I muft put this queftis
on a fortiori, how would this
great man, 1f he had Iivid 1n
our days been lavith of his eu-
logies, in favour of a person,
whom we are not athamd to
flight and despise ? |

“The author, whom I laft men-
tion’d, was a miracle of wit, and
wisdom, who had collected the
beft {fentiments of all who liv'e
~and writ before him;and as the
famous Bartholine fays, he wa
aftonifh’d at the profoundnes:
of his works: his Book, de ab
{condita absceffuum natura, 1s ¢
lafting monument of his great
nefs, and he, well worthy of the
imitation of the brighte(t Spi
rits this age has produc’d.

v
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- Now Sir, if the Phyﬁcmns

and Surgeons of our times;
would fhow the fame forward-
nefs, and the fame ardour, in
encouraging merit, as Severinus
as done ; we might, perhaps,
nce more fee the day, when all
e discoveries of antiquity
ould break out afrefh, into

- And mdeed Boerhave, who
s one of the moft celebrated
rofeffors of phyfick, that Eu-
ope has produc’d; who has
ead almoft every thing that 15
vorth reading in any language,
as given Mr. Douglas a cha-

H racler,

. * Several operations of the antients. are loft ; at leaft. {o uncer-












FTO THE

R E ADER
B& 0% 1 AV E,in order to make
(oG good the chargeagainft
isld Mr.CoeEsELDEN, col-
qated his treatise, on the Hlﬂh
)peratlon with Mr DougLas’s
_.1th0t0m1a or Method of Cut-
ing for the Stone; and in juftice
o both, plac’d what has been
aid by each, under their re-
pectivé names; by which, with-
ut much trouble it may ap-
ear to others, as it has “done
lainly to me, that I had folid
d fufficient Reafons toground
very part of my charge upon.

A P-































" APPENDIX 59
Stat contra, dicitque tibi, tua pagina fur es.
"My. CHESELDEN.

collegiates gains 2 or does he dread their
branding him wich {ome mark of infa-
my, or their expelling him their fraterni-
ty and company, as if he had disgrac'd
the reft of his brethren, by out-doing them?
for what fhall hereafter prevent that ope-
ration’s being again fuccefsful, which has
already been ex erienced to have been {o?
and why fhould not that operation be f{uc-
cefsful, where the patienthas ood ftrength,
which has been known to have been fo,
where the patient was a litle infant, al-
‘moft dead, his Strength being worn out,
“having been miserably tormented, all o-
‘ther methods being tried upon him be-
fore to no purpose? p- 67

In my own account of this Operation,

1 have fairly fec down every thing that I

judged moft material to be known, with-

out the leaft disguise or partiality to my

felf, and that the Reader might fee Wha:i
| ha
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Indice non opus ¢ft, noftris nec vindice libris.
Mr. DoucrLas.

more, than by reprinting all that he fay
about it, in the fame order it was wrote;
that thereby cvery one may [E:_e, what an
ineftimable Jewel has lain neglected, for a=
bove one hundred and thirty Years, in the
duft of Antiquity ; and there it migh ftill
have lain, had not I both improved, anc!'
fuccessfully executed his Defign, by which,
we ought to be encourag’d to fearch more
carefully (than hitherto we have done) in-
to the rcﬁcfts of __those antient and di‘fine_
Men, inftead of contemning them, as th':
fafhion is among those, who know little,
and have read nothing; and who knows
what farther discoveries may be foon !
made: | S0 ik e P 256
- Mr. Douglas farther adds, LR
This excellent Author hascertainly begn
very little read, or very ill underftood, else
this method had not been 6 long a fecret :
Had I been fo lueky as to have met with
that invaluable Book, before I had cut li-
}:i;flg bodies, it xlfbuld hav.:re' fﬁvcd me 2 va{f
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Indice non opus eft, myz‘rif nec vindice liorss,
Mr. DoucrLas.

to make a fufficient incifion intoit, thet
withdraw the fyring, and get the penis al:
fiftant to extract the catheter very gently,
taking particular care to ftraiten his gripe
{0 as none of the water follows it, then lei
“him turn the penis down towardstheanus
which will hinder the water from {purting
out, and also keep his hand out of theway.

N. B. If the bladder is filled too full i
gives great pain, relaxes its fibres fo much,
that they will with great difficulty, if ever.
recover their natural tone, and forcibly fe
parates the peritonzum from the muscle
of the abdomen, which may occafion in
flammations, impofthumations, &c.

If it is not filled enough, it will be im
poflible to make a fufficient incifion int
it, and consequently to extract the ftone
without contufingand lacerating the parts
as in the common operations.

The medium between these two ex
treams muft be found out by the fagacity
of the operator.

Secondly.



" APPENDIX 67
Stat contra, dicitque tibi, tua pagina fur es.
Mr. CHESELDEN.

man full grown may be injetted near
twelve ounces, and into a boy nine years
old, about eight ounces ; allowance being
made for the fize of the ftone, which be-
ing difficult to do exactly, the proper
quantity for every patient, may, I think,
be more certainly known from the {well-
ing of the abdomen juft above the os pu-
bis, if the integuments are thin; by the
patients growing uncasy from the exten(i-
n of the bladder; and from the refiftance
which the operator feels to the injetion.
And that we may the better judge with what
T&ntity of water we diftend the bladder,

¢ urine fhould be discharged, before the
njection is made.  And because an im-
ediate conneétion of the fyringe and the
atheter, without the intervention of a
exible tube, would make the catheter too
iable to be moved in the bladder, and
ive great uneafinefs; I therefore join'd
hem together by an oxes ureter ( vid. tab,

IL.) which cffe@ually prevented that in-

]

K 4 3 con-
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Indice non opus eft, noftris nec vindice libris. |
Mr. DovgLAS.

In page 121, Mr. Dauglfas %ives us an
account of a thefis, (theticle of which is,
¢ Quaftio medica. Quodlibetaneis dispu-
¢ tationibus mane difcutienda in fcholi
¢ medicorum die jovis 13° Decembrg
¢ 1635, M. Nic. Pietreo M. D. Modera-
<tore. Reponcbatlutetie, Petrus le Mer-
<cier.  An, ad extrahendum calculum
¢ diffecandaad pubem vefica?) {ent to him
in the following words. I had a copy of
3 Eoil e add antient thefis, lately fen
me from Paris, by that moft excellent
anatomift, Dr. Winflow, one of he mem
bers of the Royal Academy of Sciences
which I don’t doubt will be acceptable &
the curious reader : (To whom according
Iy he presents it, in the latin, juft as 1
came to his hands, and with this learnec
queftion he concludes his treatise, giving
- a handsome recommendation of itin thes
words)  This very Thesis is mention’d I
the fourth Century of Bartholine’s Epiftles
in a Letter from Guido Patin, dated 2
i ' Paris
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Stat contra, dicitque tibi, tua pagina, fur es.
M. CHESELDEN.

~ The latin thesis presented to Mr. Dou-
glas, is caus'd to be tranflated by Mr.
Chefelden, for the benefit of the curious
Englith reader.  He callsit, A Queftion
propos’d to be disputed on, in the Phi-
lick Schools in Paris, on Thursday De-
ember 13. 1723. by Peter le Mercier.
¢ Whether or no in cutting for the Stone
¢ in the Bladder the inciﬁon fhould be
made at the pubes? From p. 140 to
f 150.

CONCLUSION.

Iam glad I have ac laft found anend of
e dull and tedious labour of collating,
hich was as tiresome to me in the writing,
1t muft be disagrecably irksome to the
tends of Mr. Chefelden in the reading:
profess I don’t love to make comparisons
any time, I know ‘em generally odious,
ut more particularly {oin this case, than
1 any I have met with for along while:
How-









SUPPLEMENT

T O T HE

LETTER

Yo 1k 1 ERE is one thing omiteed ir
§2 [k@ my letter, which having finc
B B2 rocolleed, have inferted here

I remark’d,. that Mr. Douglas and Mr.

Chefelden have both of then affum’d toc

much freedom, in telling the world wha

ought to be prescrib’d their patients, by
way of preparative for the operation, which
is treading a little too close upon the heel
of the Phyfician: and {ince I have already
censured Mr. Chefelden fo frequently and
fo juftly, I might well be thought partial,
if, where Mr. Douglas is equally in the
wrong, I fhouid not reprehend him as

frecly
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as Mt Chefelden; and truly Mr.

do jﬁas deserves moft correction, for as
e led Mr. Chelelden right in other cases,
1 this, he muft own, he has remarkably
aifled him, not only in thinking, but in
xpreffing what he thinks. _
M. Douglas fays, the patients are to
e blooded, purged, &c. as their confti-
itions will bear, or their case may require,
1d muflt always take aclyfterthe nig?u: be-
e. vid. p. 13.

' Mr. Chefelden fays, before we go about
lis operation, it {feems neceflary that the
teftines fhould be emptied, to prevent
el p,rcﬂing upon the bladder, for this
y reason, JORDER my patients a
ender diet foraboutewodays, and clyfters
fore the operation. p. 6.

Asit is neither of their profeflions. to
escribe, being operators only, it would
m presumption in them, to offer dire-
ions that way, where able Phyficians
those province it is) are at hand to be
nsulted : In the Country, indeed, where
oper advice is not {o eafily had, their ex-
rience may be allow’d in fome habits of
b body,
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| €1 confess it is a moft difficult thing
f (fays Monfieur Duverney) to hit always
*aright, because nature herself o often va-
xies her method, and operates by ways fo
conceal’d, and (o little underftood, that
fhe overthiows by accidents which
we expect not, and are ignorant of] the
whole ceconiomy of our operations. |

- <It is not {ufficient that you are able to

perform an operation, but you mutft also
be acquainted with the fub ject you are to
perform it on; by which, I mean, the
dispofition and temperament of the
|-.a ] i : | _

¢ Thedispofition of the patient, regards
the regimen of living, the inclination,
age, %casan,‘ habit, and {trength; for
if a patient follows an ill regimen, if
e is emiaciated; weak, of an age thar
permits not the operationt ; or if he
Eth reater Inclination to those chings
which are hurtful to him, than to those
that are ferviceable, the Surgeon ought
to fuspend his Judgment, and nor to
Uil any risque.

N | ¢ IF
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¢ ‘A regular and exat diet is to be ol
¢ ferv'd, fimple and nourithing food, i
¢ order to invigorate the Patient.

Other bodies are lels vigorous, and ¢
a temperament more cool than the fo
mer ; in thefe, certainly there is more n
cellity of preferving the ftrength they haw
thin in thofe of a warmer make; whicl
by reason of their much vigour, are ful
jet to many ftrange accidents. |
- ¢ Now it may very ﬁequemly comet
¢ pass, that the patient may die fooner t
¢ those accidents which accompany; «
¢ follow the operation, than he wouldd
¢ if he carry’d the ftong in his bladder. -

It is therefore a matter of very great ir
portance for a Lithotomift, to be of gte
courage, but yet not rath and {elf-fuffici
in un§Ertaking operations of {o difficult
pature, even in cases, where he has tolet
ble hopes of {uccess, because there are’
many unhappy casualties, and {o ma
unforeseen accidents that may intervene
- How frequently have the leaft andt
vial ails, the moft inﬁgniﬁéant woun

et
o
(

even the {crach of a pin, or pricking
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needle, when they have befallen persons
during a very vicious habit of body, re-
quir'd all the skill of the Phyfician’s Head,
and all the dexterity of the Surgeon’sHand,
o work the accomplithment of their cure?
- The very fame ill that in one Conftitu-
tion, might be very eafily remedied by a
wvety indifferent pretender, fhall, in ano-
ther Conftitution, put the moft judicious
Phyfician to his wits end, and notwith-
{ftanding all his ingenuity, learning, and
experience, make him own himself puzl'd,
;-;pnd doubtful what course to rake.

. Innumerable arc the inftances of mi-
ftakes, committed by rafh and felf-fuffi-
cient Surgeons, for want of a due regard
to the habit of body. I could fill 2 volume
with examples of fatal and irretrievable
ones, which I have obferv’d during twen-
ty {ix years practice; but as the narrow
bounds of this undertaking, won't permit
‘many, Ifhall beg only to inftancein one
or two.

Let it then {uffice to mention, thac I
\Was once fent for, tofee alufty person, who
by fome accident, met witha flight rub,
h,‘ ' th_-lt
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between the extremity of the amputated
finger, and the top of his fhoulder, which
in two or three days, turn’d black; and
the efchars that tell off, after three days
dreflings, were as thick asany I ever faw
made %:y the ftrongeft caufticks: | No
fooner was the habit of body mended; but
they disappear'd; and the finger mended
apace; fo that in about three months, he
perfectly tecoverd. J
- It is my opinion, that if this persoihad
been cut for the ftone; in the ftate he was
in when the joint was extirpated, no mar
could have fav'd his Life ; -and thdﬁ‘gm
found {o lighta wound grow to fuchadans
gerous height under the Surgeons hand,
while his body remain’'d unpr'ep’af’cf; it is
likewise my opinion; that in as bad a ftate
as he was, he might have been fo prepar'd
in a little time; as to have fitted him (i
need had been) to liﬂdergd the fevere opes
ration of eutting for the ftone; without
any extraordinary danger; unless furthe
iiftakes of the operator; fhould hav
brought on farthei mischiefs: #
















