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READER.

:3}; EEING not only thc

Sﬂ bad Succefs moft Search-
G mm;‘: ers of the Hermetick Art

r_ l\gﬁt_g

wife great Numbers of them are
fallen into the greateft Abfurdi-
ties, as well in refpe® to their
Operations, as to the Matter they
work upon; and often wifhing
to fee fome Remedy applied, to
recover thofe unhappy People from

A3z theie

meet with, but that like-

(et 1



To the READER.

their Errors, it led me into 2 fe-
rious Confideration of the Caufe
thereof ; and I found that it was
impofhible, thofe deluded Search-
ers could dwindle away into the
abfurdeft Operations, if they did
not want a fufficient Theory of
this Art.

" Then meditating further, and
finding that the faid Theory (which
is the main Pillar and Foundati-
on to go upon) is not to be ac-
quired but by the conftant Perufal
of good Books ; Iat Iaft begun to
confider of thofe Authors, which
are Extant 1n the Englifb Tongue,
and found that’ there really too
few of them, and that it was chief-
ly to be attributed to this Want,
that People labour fo much in vain,
and {o contrary to Nature.

Tis



1o the READER.
"Tis true, fome, who only look

vii

upon the Number of Books, will -

think there are Authors enough,

nay, too many Extant that have
written of the Hermetick Artinthe

Englifb 'Tongue 5 but others who
have acquired fome Knowledge in

this Divine Science, and who know

to diftinguith good Authors from
Sophifters, will eafily allow, that

there is a real Want of them ; for!

there are but few who wrote in
the Englifh Tongue, that may be

deemed as Mafters, or at leaft by

whom 2 feeker of this myfterious’

Art may be inftru&ed ; fo that, as

to thofe fophiftical Authors who
lave encreafed the Number of fuch
Books, and treated of an Art whlch

they did not know, nor under-:

{tood {o much as any Part there-

of, the more numerous they are,
A 4 the



y1i1 Io the READER:
the more pernicious they prove
to 2 Beginner who happens to read
them 3 for it is certain, that they
may ecafily put him out of<a right
Path, but can never lead him into
a true Way. | -

As for thofe that have been tran-
{lated out of other Tongues, they
are but of little Ufe, when they
havebeen tranflated, rather to ferve
{ome private View, than to be in=
{tru&ive to thofe who Study this
Science 5 efpecially when they have
been tranflated by Perfons,” who
had no Knowledge of the Terms
and Operations of Chymiftry 3 and
1 do not Queftion, but it will be
affirmed by all thofe, who (under~
ftanding the German Tongue) have
vead Beofil Valentine in his own
Native Language, that the Tran:
flation of that Volume which con-

tains



To the READER,

tains his Will and Teftament, .
differs widely from the Ongmal

nay, I believe I might eafily con-
vince the Lovers of this Art, that

the fame is a bad Tranflation of a
bad Edition,

Concerning others, 1 will fay
nothmg againft them, it not be-
ing my Intention, to fearch for
the Faults of other Tranflators,
But finding from the aforefaid
Confiderations, that to get fome
good Authors tranflated, would be
the' moft likely Means to furnifth
the Lovers and Studiers of this Sci
ence with a fufficient Theory, and
to make them to defift from their
unnatural Operations : I refolved
to undertake the Work, and fixed
upon the following Treatifes to be
the firft, that fhould appear in an
Eﬂgkfb DIQ{SJ

The

ix
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Ts the READER.
The firlt of théfe Treatifes W?-@
written by a German Philofopher, |

under the Title of, THE ANCI-

ENT Wan oF THE KNIGHTS,
and was not only at firft received,
as coming from a good Author,
and true Mafter, by all thofe who
had ‘got any Knowledge ‘in this
Science : But'the faid Treatife did
likewife afterwards reczive its San-
&ion by the fecond, being a Com-
mentary, which' another learned
Phll'of()pner has made thereupon}
in French'y who alfo after his ‘in?
firudive learned Commentary has
added fix Keys, which for theit
Plainnefs and ingenious Expreflions
eive way to none, and arc of the

agreatelt Ule imaginable to a Studier

i- +::IS J.A rf.
Thus the whole being an excel-

lent Work, there 1s no doubt, but

thole



To the READER.
thofe who ‘apply themf{elves ‘to get
~ Knowledge by reading good Au-

Xt

thors, will find infinite Benefit from

the perufal of it; and the faid
Treatifecalled, THE ANCIENT
WAR OF THE KNITGcHTS,
being wrote in the Garman Tongue,
I have been at- the Pains and Ex-
pences to get an Original thereof,
that {o the Lovers of this Science
might likewife have a Tranflation
of the fame, and thus be able to

draw Water from the Springit felfs

and alfo, that by comparing it with
the firft, they might fee and rei-
fy fuch Paffages as have fuffered by
a fecond Tranflation.

No Body will, I hope, obje&,
that the Style of this Work is not
according to the prefent Politenefs,

f he is fo kind as to confider.that

it 1s not intended for a Grammar,
but



Xit To the READER.

but to inftrué& People in the Here
metick Science, which is for the
moft Part defcribed in fuch diffi-
cult Terms, that the unhappy
Turn of one Word, may alter 2
whole Sentence, to the infinite Pre-
judice of a Tyro ; and that it is
therefore better to keep to the Au-
thor’s Meaning in a lefs agreeable
Style, than to deviate from it, by
ufing politer Expreflions. =~
*Tis likewife for the fame Rea-
fon, that where the German has a
Word or Sentence which might
bear a double Meaning or Signifi-
cation, both of them have been gi-
ven, as for Inftance; Where the
War of the Knights, at the End
qf this Book, tranflated from the
German Original, {ays by Num. 19.
pag. vo. Andif you two fhould mix

your felves zogetbcr, and were kept
- in




To the READER,  Xiif
2n the Fire—The Original fays in
deed in the Fire, but becaufe the
Germans {peaking of Chymical O-
perations, and mentioning Fire, of=
ten mean Digeftion, which 1s per-
formed by Fire, therefore has been
added, [or in Digeftion,] that {o the
Reader might have both Meanings,
and choofe of the two which he
thould judge moft proper.

I could eafily have added my
Opinion upon feveral Paflages in
this Work, as for Inftance, pag.
41. where inéntion 1s made of the
Stars of Venns and Diana, which
two Signs ot ‘Charaders put toge-
ther, produte that which fignifies
Mercury 5 for if ‘the Charater of
horned Diana [¥], i1s placed upon
that of Venus [ o], ityields a Cha-
rater in this Form . But I o-
‘mit 1t, left I fhould be thought

PR



Xiv do the READER.
prefumptuous in endeavouring to
explain, what I own I am not Ma-
fter of.

Should this rny wel[ intended
~ Labour meet with Approbation :
I'll continue it with Pleafure ; and
in Cafe the prefent Work ﬂmuld
any ways be wanting in Exacti-
tude, I'll ufe all Endeavours to
make amends 1n the next,

THE
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._ Of the AuTHOR of the
COMMENTARY,
: Traﬁﬂated from the French.

ADVERTISEMENT.

>828 NE is [ufficiently perfuaded, that
! fea X' there are already too many Books
4% whichtrea of the Hermetick Phi-
OIS lofophy 5 and thas snlefs one swomld
write qf' this' Science p!di#, withest Egniveca-
- biony “and withowt Allegory, (whish none of the
b Sages




xvi The PREFACE.

Sages will ever doy) it wonld be better to ve=
main filent, than to fill the Warld with new
Warks, which rather férve to clog the Spirit
[or Minds) of thofé who apply themfelves to
penetrate into the Philofophick  Myjfteries, than
to put them in the true Way which leads to
the defired Endy to which they afpire. Tis
for this Reafon tha it bas been thoughty thas
to interpres a good Author, who treats of this
[ublime Philofophy with Solidity, wonld be more
wfeful to the Children of the Sciences than fome
nesw-Larabolical Produstions aderned with fime
of the ‘moft ingenions Expreffions, which th
Adepts know to Frame when they treat of this
- grear Ayty or rathery when they write only to
make known, to thofe that poffefs the Magifte-
vy like themfelves, or to thofe thar [eek_its
shat they bave bad the good Fortune to arrive
to the Pofftffion thereof. Indeed moft part of
the Philofophers swhich have swrote theresfs have
done it rather to [peak of the good Swccefs where
with God has bleffed their Work s than to give
the neceflary Inflrutlion 10 thofe who give them=
| Jebves




Jelves 1o the Study of this facred Science. This
is [o true, that moft of them dow’t [o much
as make any Difficulty of owning fincerely, tha
that bhas been their chief View, when they
compofed their Books of that Matter.

- The litle Treatife which bears the Title,
Tne ANTIENT War oF THE KNIGHTS,
has withent any Comradiction deférved the Ap-
probation of all the Sages [or wife Men| and
of thofes who have any Knowledge of the Her-
metick Pfaiioﬁpfry. It is written é) %} of a
Dialogne, in a very plain and naural S tyle,
which bears every Way the marks of Truth ;
et novwithftanding its Plaimnefs, it is not svant-
ing of Profundity, and to be filid in its Rea-

Jonings as alfo convincing in its Proofs 5 in [uck
& mannery that there is not one Word, but wwhae
carries its Sentences and on which there might
\wot be made a long Commentary.

. This Work_was compofed in the German
Tongne by atrue Philofophery whofé Name is
( a ) ﬁﬁ@ﬁwﬁt
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Unknoovn. }_:c appem*ed in Print at Leipfig;‘-.
in the Year of omr Lord 1604. Faber of

. Montpeiller tranflated it into Latin : And it

spas from this Latin [ Edition] that the French
Tranflation was taken, which was Printed at
Paris by &’ Houry, and put at the End of
[the Book_called) the Trench Turba, of rhe
Word left bebind [verbum dimiffum) and of

 Drebellius, which mcge;fqér make up one Vo~

Lume. But whether Faber did.not well un=
derfband the German Tongue; or elfé did on

© Purpofe falfify the Original : So it is, thar theres

dre in thefe 1o Tranflations corrupred Paflagesy
which are [0 manifeftly falfe, that they hav
sccafioned, that many bave contemmned this litt
Work, although it [eemed otherwife to be
very much efleemed,

As Truth and Falfbood cannot dwell te
gether in one Subjelt, and becaufz it we
ealy to judge that thefe Tranflations wen
gt dome faithfully, a Philojopler of ex
traordinary Knowledge and Merit, dig



The PREFACE. x1x.
for to [atisfy bis Curofity in this Point, .

give bimfelf the Trouble, of [ecking up=
wards of ten Tears for to find the Ger-
man Original of  this little Treatife, and
having at laft found it, caus'd it to be
exalfly tranflated into Latin, This new
Tranflation is taken from that Copy, and
done with all pofible Fidelity. The Good-
sefs of the Original may be Jeen bere, by
the truth which evidently appearsin divers
Places which bave been reflored [to its for=
mer Senfe,] which were not only alter’d,
but quite changed. One may judge of this
by the Paflage marked thirty-four, where
the firft Tranflation [ays, like the Latin
of Faber, Mercurium noftrum nemo af-
{equi poteft ; nifi ex mollibus octo cor-
poribus neque ullum abfque altero pa-
gari poteft. No Body can attain to our
Mercury, otherways than out of the
eight foft Bodies, nor can the one be
prepared without the other. This Trea-
tife needed no other Thing, to be defpijed

(a2) by
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1 PREFACE.
by thofe that bave a [uficient Knowledge
of the beginning of the [PhilofopbickY
Work, in order to diftinguifh what 1s true,
from that which 1s falfe : The learned,
however, did eafily judge, that fuch a capi-
zal Fault as that could not come from a
true Philofopber, who otherways gives
fuficiently to kunow that be has perfeitly
anderflood the Magiflery : But there was
wanting a zecalous learned Man, for to
difcover the Truth, and one that was as
capable as the aforefaid, to make [o great
a [earch for to find the Original of this
Work 5 without which it was impofftble to
re-eftablifh the true Senfe thereof.

Lhe place juff now mentioned, was not*
the only one, that wanted to be amended. |
If one takes the Pains to compare this
new Tranflation with the former, there
will appear a very great Difference, and
mary material Correitions.  The pallage
thirty-five is not one of the leaft, -and

- as
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as this Tranflation bas been dome from
the new [or laff] Latin Copy, without ever
looking upon that which was already print-
ed in French, it bas been a pleafure to re-
mark in courfe, all what was not conform
to the [ame,

The Words andentire Phrafes, that bave
been added in fome places in the prefent,
to make it join more natural, or to render
the Senfe more perfet, are placed betwixt
two Crotches (), in order to diffinguifh
what 15, and what is not in the Text, to
which the Author of this Tranflation bas
kept bimfelf extreamly clofe : By Reafon
that the leaft Addition, to a Matter of
this Nature, may make a confiderable Al-
teration [ or Change| and Occafion great
Errors.

The Peautyand the Solidity of this Trsa-
tie, did very well deferve the Pains
 which ?{ﬂvf been taken to make a Commen-

s )
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| tary thereupon, to make it more intelligi-
ble to the Children of the Arty [or Sci-
ence ;| becanfe it 1s a Treatife that may
fland them iufiead of all others. And as
the Method of a Dialogue is the mofl pro-
per for to explain, and for to make pal-
pable the [ublimeft Truths, it has been
made Ufe of bere, and thet with the more
Reafon, in that the Auther, upon which
this Commentary bhas been made, bas writ-
ten in the fame manner. The Dialogue
of Fudoxe and Pyrophile, which explains
that | Dialogue | of the Stone, with Gold,
and with Mercury, unfolds the chiefeft
Diffculties by its Queftions, and by the
Anfwers which are made thereto about the

moft material [ or effential] Points of the
Hermetick Philofophy.

The Gyphers which are on the Margin
of thefe two Dialogues, are to remark
the places which are alike in the firft Dia-
logue, and the [econd in which they are

explaineds




' The PREFACE. xxiil
explained. There is to be feen in this
Work an entire Conformity of Semtiments
with the firft Maftzrs of this Philofophy,
as well as with the moft learned that bave
written in the latter Ages s fo that there
may bardly be found a Treatife upon this
Matter, (bow great [oever the Number
thereof may be,) which 1s clearer, ond
more fncere than the prefent, and which
in Courfe could be more ufeful to [uch as
apply them[elves to Study this Scaence, and
who otherways bave all the Qualifications
both of the Mind, and of the Body, which
our Philofophy requires of thofe who defire
to make fome Progrefs therein.

The Commentary, will doubtlefs, be al-
Jowed to be [o much the better in that 1t 75
not diffufedly, as almoft all Commer-
taries are: That it does mot touch #p-
on any other Places than thofe which may
be needful to be explained : and that it does
in mo way deviate from the Subjell 5 but

as
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as thefe [ort of Writings are not fit for
thofe who bave not yet gotten a Spark of
the [ecret Philofophy, the cleareft fighted
will “eafly find, that it bas been thought
better to skip feveral Things, which per-
baps might bave deferved an Interpreta-
diom, than to explain gemerolly all what
might yet canfe Jome Dificulty to the young
Beginuers in this great Art,

As the fir[t of the[e Dialogues tells the
Viitory of the Stone, and the other ex-
plains the Reafons, and [hews the Founda-
tion of ats Triumph : It [eemed that this
Book could sot appear under a more pro-
per Title, than that of the Hermetical
Trmmph: Or, The Victorious Philofo-
phical Stone. Nothang remains to be [aid,
except that the Author of the Tranfla-
t10m (who 1s likwife the [ame of the Com-
mentary, and of the Letter which 1s at
the End of this Beok) bas had »o other In-
tereft or View in this, but to manifeft the

Truth
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Truth to thofe who afpire to the Knowledge
of it, from [uch Motives as are proper to
the true Children of the Science : He alfo
declares, and protefis fincerely, that be
defires with all his Heart, that thofe who
are [o tnfortunate as to lofe their time
n working with foreign or diftant Mat-
ters,may find themfclves enlightned byread-
2ng this Book, in order to know the true
and only Matter of the Philofophers 5 and
that thofe who know the [ume already, but
are ignorant of the great Point, viz. the
Solution of the Stone, and the Coagulati-
on of the Water, and of the Spirit of the
Body, which is the Term [or End] of the
Univerfal Medicine, may bere learn thofe
Jecret Operations, which are here diflinétly
enough defcribed for them.

The Author bas not thought proper to
‘wrate in Latin, becaufe be could ot be-
dicve, like many others, that to treat of
thefe bigh Myfteries in a vulgar Tongue,
isto reveal them : He has followed the
- (b) Example
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Example of [everal Philof ophers, who were
refolved, that therr Work |or Treatife]
fhould bear the [ faid] Charadler of their
Country. His firft Defign has likewife been
to be ufeful to bis Countrymen, 70t doubt-
ing, but that if this Treatife fhould appear
to the Difciples of Hermes to have any
deferts, there would be found fuch as will !
tranflate it into [uch @ Language as they |

PELT{}E‘?,

TH|
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General Explication
O .Fz F Hek

EMBLEM L,

Tranflated from the French.

AT T ought not to be expected to find here
sl o particular Explication, fuch as fhould

84| undraw the Curtains which are {pread
mmea)| over the philofophick Enigma, for to
8% (1ew the Truth quite naked ; forif that
were [done], there would remain nothing more to
Le done but to burn all the Writings of the Philofo-
Phers: The Wife would not have any more Advan-
tage over the Ignorant; the one and the other would
be equally skilled in this wonderful Art,

It ought therefore to be thou ght fufficient to fee
in this Figure, as in a Locking-Glafs, the Abridge-
ment of the whole fecret Philofophy, which is con-
tnined in this little Book, in which 2ll the Parts of
this Emblem are explained as clear as it is permitted
to be done,

THOSE



Truost that are initiated in the Philofophick My-=
fleries, will eafily and prefently comprehend the Senfe
which is hid under this Figure. But thofe who have
not thefe Lights, muft here confider in general a2 mu-
tual Correfpondence betwixt the Heavens and the
Earth, by Means of the Sun and Moon, who are like
the fecret Ties of this Philofophical Union.

TuEvy will feein the Practice of the Worck, two
parabolical Rivulets, who confounding [or mixing]
them{elves fecretly together, give Birth to the my-
fterious Triangular Stone; which is the Foundation
of the Art.

Tuey will féea fecret and natural Fire, of which
the Spirit penetrating the Stone, fublimes it in Va-
pours, who condenfe themftlves in the Veflel.

Tuey will fee what Efficacy the fublimed Stone
receives of the Sun and Moon, who are its Father
and Mother, of whom it inherits prciendy its firft
Crown of Perfetion.

Tury will fee in the Continuation of the Pra-
&ice, [orin the Progrefs of the Work, ] that the Art

rives to this Divine Liquor a double Crown of Perfe-
ion, by the Converfion of Elements, and by the
sExtraGtion and the Depuration of the Principles, by
which it becomes to be that myfterious Rod of Mer+
enry, which operates [or performs] fuch furprifing
Metamorphofings.

Tuey will fzc that this fame Merczry, as a Phe-

wix, who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives by
the Magiftery to the laft PerfeGtion of the fixed Sul-
]'l:;hur of the Philofophers, which gives it'a fovereign

owecr over the three Genders [or Reigns] of Na-
ture ; of which the three-fold Crown (upon which
is fet for this Purpofe the Hieroglyphick Figure of
the World) is the moft material [or effential] Cha-

racter, |
THE
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ANcieEnT War
O+ T HE
K NIGHT.S:
O R

2

A Drscourse between the Stone
of the Philofophers, and Gold, and Mer-
¢#ry.  Concerning the true Matter from
whence thofe who are acquainted with
the Secrets of Natuye, may make the Phi-

. lofophical Stone, according to the Rules of

- @ proper Practice, and by the help of La-
natick Vulcan.

Compofed Originally in the Ger-
man Tongue 'by a very able Philofopher
and newly tranflated from the Zariz into -
Frenchs now from the French render'd

o Englifh, '

wawezt HE Subject of this Difcourfe s
1YY ' }: a Difpute which Gold and Aser-
NVl cry had one Day with the Stone
E=5 M of the Philofophers.’ Seé here in
what manner 2 true Philo(gpher fpeaks, (who

B 18
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is arrived at the Pofleffion of this great Se=
cret.)

I proteft unto you before God, /and up--
on the (eternal) Salvation of my Soul, with:
a {incere Heart, touch’d with Compaflions
for thofe who have been a long while inr
this great Search ; and (I give you notice,}]
all you who Lfteem this wonderful Art, that
. ourwhole Work takes its Nativity (¥) from
one only thing, and that in this thing the
Work finds its PerfeCtion, Without having
need of any other thing whatfoever, but tc
_be diffolved (¥) and coagulated, which 1
muit do of it felf, without the Affiftanc
of any foreign Thing.

When we put Ice into a Veflel placed o
the Fire, we fee that the Heat makes it di
. folve into Water ; (¥) we muit ufe the fam
way with our Stone, which only wants tH
help of the Artift, the Operation of hi
_ Hands, and the Action of the (*) natury
Fire: For it will never be diffolved of it {el
thoueh it fhould remain for ever on ti
Eartl%, 'eis for that reafon we muft affift 14
in fuch a manner, however, thar we add n
thing to 16, which is foreign or contrary
it

uft as God produces the Comn 1n t
Ticlds, and that 1 afterwards belengs 10




TrRIvuMDPH. 2
to reduceit into Meal, to knead it, and
make Bread of it : In like manner our Art
requires us to do the fame thing (*). God %
has created us this Mineral; to the end, that
we fhould take it by it felf, thatjwe fhould
uncompound or diflolve the Compofition of
the grofs and thick Body ; that we fhould
feparate and take for our felves whatever
good it enclofes inwardly, that we rejelt
what it has of {uperfluous, and that out of
a (mortal) Poifon, we learn to make 2 (So-
vereign) Medicine. |

To give you a more perfeét underftand-
ing of this agreeable Difcourfe ; Twill recite
to you the Difpute which arofe between
the Stone of the Philofophers, Gold, and
. 'Mfrcmy; fo that thofe who have 1 long
time apply’d themfelves to the fearch (of
-our Art;) and who know how we ought
(to deal with (*) Metals and Minerals, ¢,
- may be thereby fufficiently informed how
| to arrive direétly at the £nd which they
 propofe to themfelves. *Tis neverthelelz
neceflary, that we fhould apply our felves
to know, (¥) exteriorly, and interiorly the
Effence and the Propertics of all things
which are on the Farth, and that we pene-
trate mto the Profundity of the Qperations,
which Nature is capable of.
B 2 The




‘who are only a (¥) Worm (fwollen) withi

" World ?

The HERMETICAL

The RECIT AL.

Gold and Mercury went one Day with an
armed Hand, to (give Battle unto, and) fub-
due the Stone. Gold animated with Fury,
begun to fpeak thus :

GOLD."
How have you the Boldnefs to raife your

felf sbove me, and my Brother Mercurys
and to pretend a Preference before us 3 youJ

Poifon 2 Do you not know that T am thed
moft precious the moft durable, and thed
chicf of all the Metals 2 (know you not)]
that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, de
alike make all their Riches to confi{t 1n me:
and in my Brother Aercury, and that youl
are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enemy
of Men, and of Metals ; fo that the (m

able) Phyficians ceafe not to publifh an
extol the (fingular) Vertues which I pofle:
(*) to give (and preferve) Hcalth to all th

The STONE.

To thefe Words (full of Anger) th
Stone anfwer'ds (without being moved!
my dear Gold, why are you not rath
. angi
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angry with God, and why do you not ask

him, for what Reafons he has not created
in you what is found in me?

G OL .

"Tis ‘God himfelf who has given me the
Honour, the Reﬁumtion, and the glittering
Brightnefs, which renders me {o eftimable,
it 1s for that Reafon that I am fo fearched
for by every one. One of my greateft Per-
fetions is to be a Metal unchangeable in
the Fire, and out of the Fire: So all the
World loves me, and runs after me; but
you, you are only a (*) Fugitive, and a o,
Cheat, that abufes all Men: This 1s feen
in that, that you fly away and efcape out
©of the Hands of tlml)e’ who work with you.

The STONE.

*Tis true, my dear Gold, ’tis God who
has given you the Honour, the Durability.
and the Beauty, which makes you preci-
ous; “tis for that Reafon that you are
obliged to return (eternal) Thanks (to the
divine Bounty,) and not to defpife others
as you do; for I can tell you, that you
are not that Gold, of which the Writings of
the Philofophers make mention; (*) but
that Gold is hidden in my Bofom. Tis ''*

B 3 true,



The HERMETICAL

true, Town 1t, I flow in the Fire, (and
I abide not there,) neverthelefs you very
well know, that God and Nature have gi-
ven me this Quality, and that this muft
be fo, for as much as my Fluidity turns to
the advantage of the Artift, who knows

" '12.(*) the way how to extract it ; know, ne-

verthele(s, that my Soul remains conftant in
me, and that fhe is more ftable, and more
fixt than you are, altogether Gold as you

- are, and more than are all your Brothers,

and all your Companions are,  Neither Wa-
ter, nor Fire, be they what they will,
can deftroy her, nor confume her; though
they fhould aét upon her during as long a
time as the World fhall laft. :

*T1s not then my Faule 1f T am fought for
by Artifts, who know not how they ought
to work with me, nor in what way Iought
to be prepai’d. They often mix me with
foreign Things, which are (intirely) con-
trary to me. They add to me Water,
Powders, and fuch other like thingsy which
deftroy my Nature, and the Properties
which are effential to me; {o that there is

.hardly found one in a Hundred (*) who

Woriks with me. Thay all aprly them-
{elves to fearch out the (Truth of the) Art
I you, and in your Brother Aderewiry s

2

t1s
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*tis for that Reafon that they all erry and
’tis therein that their Works are falfe.  They
are themfelves a (good) Example of it ; for
'tis unprofitably that they emplc}{ their
Gold, and that they endeavour to deftroy it;
there remains nothing to them from all that,
but extreme Poverty, to which they fce
themfelves at laft reduc’d.

"Tis you, Goldy who art the firff caufe
(of this ill Fortune;) you very well know,
that without me it 1s impoflible to make
any Gold, or any Sitver, which fhall be
perfeft, and that it is I alone who have
this (wondetful) Advantage. Why there-
fore do you permit almoft all the whole
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope-
rations upon you, and upon Adercury? If
you had yet any remainder of Honefty,
you'd hinder Men from abandoning them-
{felves to a moft certain Lofs ; but as (inftead
thereof ) you do quite the contrary, Imay
. with Truth maintain, that it 1s you only’
| svho are a Cheat.

GO LD,

I will convince you by the Authority
of the Philgfphers, that the Truth of the
Art may be accomplifhed withme. Read
Hermes, he fays thus : ¢ The Sun is its Fa-

B 4 ¢ ther
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14 ther, and the Moon (¥) its Mother ; now

I§.

Iam the only one which they compare to
the Sun.

Ariftotle, Avicenn, Pliny, Serapions Hippo
cratesy Diofcorides, Mefnes, Rafisy Averroess
Geber, Rﬁf)’?ﬂ#ﬂd L#kji, Albertns Adagnns
Aruold ot Villa Nova, Thomas Agninasy
and a great Number of other Philofophers,
whom I pafs by in Silence, that I may not
be long, do all write cleasly and diftinétly,
that the Metals and the (phyfical) Tinc-
ture, are not mace but of Swlphur and of
Mercury, (¥) that this Selphar ought to be
red, incumbuftible, fledfaftly refifting the
Fire; and that the Adercary ought to be.
clear, [or bright,] and well purify’d.  In,
this manner they {peak withour any referves
they name me openly by my proper Name,
and fay, that in Gold, (thatis to fay inme)
there 15 found the red digefted, fixe, and
incumbuftible Salphar ;5 which 1s true, and |
very evident 5 for there 1s no Body who |
does not know well, that Iam a Metal,
the moft durable (and unalterable) that I
am endowed with a perfe@. Sulpbur, and in-
tirely fixt, over wiich the Fire has no
power. |

Mercury was of the fame Opinion with
Gold, he approv’d of his Difcourfe, main=

| tained
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tained that all which his Brother faid was

true, and that the Work might be perfect-
ed after the manner which the Philofopherd
herein above-cited have written. He added
alfe, that every one (fufhciently) knew
how great a (mutual) (*) Friendthip there
was between Gold and him, referably be-
fore all the other Metals; trlat there was

no Body who could not eafily judge there-

of by the Teltimeny of luis own Eyes,
that the Goldfmiths, and other fuch like
Artificers knew very well, that when they
would gild any work, they could not do
without (a mixture of ) Gold and Mercary,
and that they make.a Conjun&ion of them
ma very fmall time, without difficulty, and
with very lictle Labour ; what ought not
to be hop’d for with more Time, more La-
bour, and more Application ?

The S TON E.

At this Difcourfe, the Stone begun’ to
Laugh, and told them, in Truth you de=
ferve both the one and the other of you,
that they (hould jeer you, and your Demona
ftration ; but it 1s you Gold that T ftill the
more admire at, feeing that you are fo much
conceited of your feif; for having the ad-
vantage which you haye to be good for

feme

16.
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| fome certain Things. Can you be per-
i {waded that the ancient Philofophers did write
as they have done, in a Senfe which fhould
be underftood i a common Way ¢ And do
you believe that one ought plainly to inter=
prec therr Words according to the Letter ¢

i GOLD,

I am certain, that the Philofophers, and the
- Artifts, whom I cited, have not written a

-

& Lie. They are all of the {fame Sentiment
concerning the Vertue which I poflefs s
;a “T'1s very true that there are found fome
| who would fearch in Things quite diftant,
'a;L for the Power and the Properties which

are in me. They have workt on certain
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines,
on Hair, on Sperm, and on Things of this
Nature ; thofe have without doubt ftray’d
from the true way, and have fometimes
written Falfhoods : But it 1s not {o of thofe

Pafters whom [ have namad. We have
cérrain: Proofs, that theﬁy cffeGually pofleft
tius (great) Art; ‘us for'that Reafon that

we ought to give credit to their Writings,

The STONE.

I do not make any doubt at all of (thofe
Philofopkers) having had an intre Know=
ledge
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ledge of the Arts excepting, neverthelefs,
fome of thofc whom you have alledged;

for there are among them, though a very

few, fome who knew it not, and have only
written what they have heard People fay
of it : But when they (the true Philofophers)
plainly name Gold and Mercary, as the
Principles of the Art, they only make
Ufe of thefe Terms thercby to hide the
Knowledge from the Ignorant, and from
thofe who are unworthy (of this Science ;)
for they very well know that fuch (vul
gar) Wits mind only the Names of things,

the Receipts, and the Procefles which tHey.

find written, without examining whether
there be any (folid) Foundation in what
they put into Prattice. But the wife Men,
and thofe who recad (good Books) with
Application and Exatnefs, confider all
Things with Prudence, examine how con-
{fonant and how agrecing one Thing |is
with another ; and by thefe means they
. penetrate into the Foundation (of the Art,)
. {o thar by Reafoning, and by Meditation,
. they difcover (at length) what the matter

of the Philofophers is, among whom there

15 not any ong to be found who would fhow
it, or make 1t known openly, and by 1its
proper Name.

They
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They declare themfelves plainly about ity
when they tell ye, thit they never reveal
lefs (of the Secret) of their Art, than when
they {peak openly, and in the common way
(of delivery :) But (they affirm) on the

s, contrary (*), that when they ufe Simili-
. tudes, Figures, and Parables, it is in Truth
I in thofe places (of their Writings) that the

- difclofe their Art; for (the Philofophers) ag
ter having difcours’d of Gold and Mercnrys
fail not of declaring afterward and afluring
us, that their Gold 1s not the common Sof

——— e ——

‘. (or Gold) and that their Adercary is not the
| common Mercury 5 fee here the Reafon.
ia Gold is a perfe@ Metal, which by Rea-

|l fon of its Perfe&tion (which Nature has gi-
| ven it) cannot be carried further (by Art) to
a more perfett Degree 5 fo that in what way
foever one may work with Gold, whatever
Artifice one makes ufe of ; though one
fhould Extra& its Colour (and its Tin-
Gure) a hundred Times, the Aruft will |
never make more Gold, and (hall never tinge
a greater Quantity of Metal, than there was
of Colour and Tin&ure in the Gold (from
whence it fhall have been Extracted ;) for
this Reafon it is that the Philofophers fay,
g8, that we ought to feck PerfeGtion (¥) mn
the imperfect Things, and that we fhall find

1L
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it there.  You may read in the Rofary
what I have told you here. Rr:}ymmd, Lully,
whom!you have aited to me, is of the fame
Scntiment, (he affures) that, that which
ought to be made better, ought not to be
perfect s becaufe in what is perfect, there is
nothing to be changed; and one fhall {ooner
deftroy its Nature, (than add any Thing to
its Perfection).

GOLD.

I am not ignorant, that the Philofophers
fpeak after this manmer; yet this may be
apply’d to my Brother Mercury, who is
as yet imperfect ; but if one join both of
us together, he then reccives from me the
Perfection (which he wants :) For he is of
the Feminine Sex, and I am of the Adefinline
Sex ; which makes the Philofophers fay, that
the Art is one quite homogencal Thing. You
{ce an Example hercof in (the Procreation
of ) Men, for there can no Child be Born
without (the Copulation of ) Male and Fe-
male ; that is to fay, without the Conjun-
&ion of the one with the other. We have
the like Example thercof in'Animals, and
in all living Beinge.

The

13
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The STONE.
“Tis true, your Brother Merenry 1s ims

19.perfect (¥), and by confequence he is not

the Mercury of the wife, So though you
fhould be join’d together, and one fhould
keep you thus in the Fire during the Courfe
of many Years, to endeavour to unite you
Eerfe&ly to one another, there will always
appen  (the fame Thing, namely,) that as
{oon as the Asercury feels the Altion of
Fire, 1t {cparates it felf from yous it 1s fub-
limed, it flies away, and lcaves you alone
below.  That if one diffolve you in Agua-
fortisy if one reduce you mto one only
(Mafs), if one melt you, if one diftil you,
if one coagulate you, you will never pro=
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red
Precipitate : That if one makea Projetion
of this Powder on an imperfe& Metal, it
tingcs it not ; but one finds as much Go/d 3
one put therein at the beginning, and yout
Brother Afercury quits you and flies away..
Sce here, thefe are the Experiments, which
thofe who apply themfclves to the Scarch
of Ch]mzﬁyy have made to their great Da-
mage, during a long Train of Years : See
alfo (where there endeth) all the Knowledge
which they have acquired by their Works..
sut
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But becaufe there is a Saying of the Anci-
ents, whereof you would make ufe to your
Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire)
homogencal Thing ; that no Child can be
Born witkout Male and Female 3 and that
you imagine to your felf; that the Philofo-
phers do thereby intend to fpeak of you and
your Brother Mercary 5 I ought to tell you
(plainly) that this 15 falle, and that 1t 1s
underftood much amifs concerning you,
though in the fame Places the Philofophers
fpeak fincerely, and tell the Truch. I make
it known to you, that here (*) lies the cor-
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid,
and at which many Thoufands of Men have
{tumbled.

Can you well imagine to your {elfy
that it fhould be the fame (*) with Me-
tals, as with Things which have Life.
There happens to you in this, that which
happens to all falfe Artifts : For when you
read (fuch like Paflages) in the Philofophers,
you apply not your {clves any more to exa-
mine them, to endeavour to difcover whe-
ther (fuch Expreflions) fquarc and agree to-
thers or no, with what has been faid be-
fore, or what is faid afterward : Yet (you
ought to know) that all which the Philofs-
phers have wrtten in figurattve Terms abuiat
; the

el |
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the Work, ought to be underftood of me
only, and of no other Thing which is in
the World ; becaufe there is only me who
can perform that which they fay, and that
(¥) without me it is impoflible to make
any truc Gold, or any truc Silver.

7} QoD

Good God | have you no Shame of
telling fo great a Lie? And do you not
think you commit a Sin, in boafting your
{elf to fuch a Height, as to dare to attri
bute to your {¢If alones all which fo many
wife and knowing Men have written of
this Art, for {o many Ages; you who are
only a thick, impure, and porfonous Mat-
ter : And you acknowledge, notwithftand-
ing this, thar this Art isall one (perfectly)

Homogenzal Thing ¢ You fay further,

that without you, onz can make no true
Gold, nor true Silver, as beng an uni-
verfal Thing (*). (Is there not a man'-
feft ' Contradition there 2) Tor as much
as many knowing Perfons have applied them-
felves with fo much Care and Fxadinefs to
thofe (curious) Searches, which thev ‘have
made, that they have found out othér ways
(vize Procefles) which they call Particu'ars,

from
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culars, from which, neverthelefs, one may
draw great Gain.
The STONE

- My dear Gold, be not furprifed at what
Iam gomg to tell you, and be not fo im-
prudent as to impute a Lie to me; to me,
who am (*) older than you: If {o be T
were indeed miftaken in this Point, you’d
have Reafon to excufe my (grear) Age ;
fince you are not Ignorant that old Age
fhould be refpected.

__But to convince you that I have fpoken
Truth ; in order to defend my Honour; I
will rely on no other but (the Authority)
of the fame Mafters whom you have quo-
ted, and whom for that Reafon you have
no Right to refufe. (For Inftance,) Her-
mes in particular fays thus : It is true with-
out a Lie, certain and very true, That that
which 1s below, 1s like unto that which is
above ; and that which is above, 1s like un-

Things that one may make the Miracles of
fone only Thing. | ,
| Ariftorle {ays : O how admirable is this
| Thing, which contains in it felf all Things
iwhich we have need of. It kills it felf ;
land afterwards it reaflumes a Life of it felf ;

&

24

to that which 1s below ; (*) ’tis by thefe 2.5
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26. (¥) it efpoufes it felf 5 it impregnates it!
{elf ; it is born of it felf; it diffolves it {elf!
in its own Blood; it coagulates it felf again:
with it, and takes a hard Confiftence ; 1t
‘makes it feif White, and it rubifies 1t {elf; off
it felf ; we add nothing more to it; andt
we change nothing in it, except that wey

feparate the Groffizefs and the Terreftreity.
Plare {peaks of me in this mannar: Tt
is one only fingle Thing, of one and they
2. fame Species in it felf ; (¥) it has a Body,
a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elementss
over which it has Dominion. It wants no-
thine ; it has no need of other Bodies
for 1t ingenders it felf 5 all Things are fromy

it, by 1t, It |

I could here bring you m%y other Telty
monies, but it being unneceffary, I pat
them over in Silence, that I may not b
tedious. FHowever, fince you happen ti
fpeak to me of (Proceffes; or) Particular
T'll explin to you in what they diff¢
g,. (from the Art) (%), fome Artifts who hav,
wrought with me, have carried on the!
Works fo far, that they fucceeded {o far:
to feparate from me my Spirit, which con
tains my Tinéture ; fo that mixing 1t with a
ther Metalsand Minerals they arriv’d thus fa
that they communicated a fmall part of m
Yertuq
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Vertues; and of my Power to fuch Metals
as have fome Affinity and Friendthip with
me. Yer thefe Artifts who have fucceeded
in this way, and who have indeed found
one Part (of the Art;) are really but a ve-
ry {mall Number: But as they knew not
(*) the Original whence the TinGures
come, it was impofiible for them to carry
on their Works beyond that ; and at the

~cafting up of their Accounts, they have
found no vaft Profit in their Procecding.

But if thefe Arcfts had carried on their
Searches further, and that they had well
examined which is the (*) Wife who is
proper for me ; and that they had fought
tor her, and united me with her; I then

‘could have ting’d a thoufand Times (more ;)

but (inftead of that) they entirely deftroy-

‘ed my own Nature, by mixing me with
“toreign Things ; ’tis truly for that Caufe,
~that at the making up of their Accounts,

they have found fome Gain; however, but
indifferent, m comparifon of the oreat Pow-
er which 1s mn me ; ’tis apparent, never-
thelefs, that (this Gain) did not proceed,
hor had its Origmal, but from me, and not
from any other Thing whatfoever, (where-

- with I might be mixed.)

D GOLD:

30#
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GOLD.

What you have faid is no {ufficient Proof’;
for though the Philofiphers {peak of one on-
ly Thing, which enclofes in it felf the four
Elements : and which [ Thing] hasa Bodys.
a Soul, and Spirit ; and that by this Thing;
they would give us to underftand the ( PhK-w
fical) Tin&ure ; at fuch time when the:
fame has been carried on to its higheft (Per--
fe&ion) which is the Point they aim at;
yet this Thing ought at its beginnng to be
compofed of me, who am the Gold, and
of my Brother who is the Mercury, as be
ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the
Female Sced ; as has been faid before : Fory
after we have been fufficiently cook’d, and:
tranfmuted into a TinGures we are them
both the one and the other (together) thef
one only Thing which the Philofopher
fpeak of. |

The STO NE.

That goes not as you fancy ; I hav
already told you before, that no true Unil
on can be made of you two; for you ar
not one only Body, (¥) but two Bodic
together 5 and confequently you are contra
1y, confidering the Foundation of Nature|

bu
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but as for me, I have an (*) imperfe&
Body, a {tedfaft Soul, a penetrating Tin-
. Gure. T have, befides this, a clear, tranfpa-

rent, volatile, and moveable Aercary : And
I can operate all thofe (great) Things, which

ou boaft of with you both, and which

owever you are not able to perform : For
‘tis I who carry the Philofophical Geld, and
the Mercnry of the wife [Men] in my Bo-
fom ; wherefore the Philofophers (fpeaking
of me) fay, our Stone (*) 1s Invifible, and
it is not poflible to attain to the Pofleffion
of our Aercury, any otherway than by
the Means of (*) two Bodies, whereof one
cannot receive without the other the (re-
quifite) Perfection.

*Tis for this Reafon that there is no other
but only my {felf, who poflefles a Male and
a Female Seed, and who is (at the fame
time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al-
fo am I call’'d an Hermaphrodite.  Richardns
Anglicns witnefles of me, faying, the firft
Matter of our Stone is call’d Rebzs (twice
a Thing) that 1s to fay, a Thing which
has received from Nature a double occult
Property, which 1s the Reafon that the
Name of Hermapbrodite is given to it, asif
fone would fay, a Matter, whereof it is dif-
ficult to be able to diftinguith the Sex (and

O g ' to
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to difcover) whether it be a Male, or a Fes
male, it inclining equally to both Sides :
The (Untverfal) Medicine is therefore made
of a Thing which is (*) the Water, and
the Spirit of the Body. |

This has given Occafion to the faying,
that this Medicine has deceived a great
Number of Fools, by Reafon of the Mul-
titude of e£nigma’s (under which it 1s hid ;)
neverthelefs this Art requires but one only |
Thing, which is known by every one, and
which many do with for; and the whole
isa Thing, which has not its equal in the

. World; (¥) it is however cheap, and to

be had at a fmall Expence: It ought not
to be defpifed for that; for it makes and
perfects wonderful Thimgs.

Alanus the Philofopher fays, you that work
in this Art, ought to havea firm and cons
ftant Application of Mind to your Work,
and not go about to try f{ometimes one
Thing, fometimes another. The Art cons
{ifts not 1n a Plurality of Species s but 1n,
the Body, and in the Spirit. Oh ! how:
true it 1s, that the Medicine of our Sto
is one Thing, enc Veffel, one Comjuncti-
on. All the Artifice begins by one Thing;
and ends by one Thing, altho’ the Philofo
phers; with a Defign to conceal this (%lfﬂ

re
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. Art) defcribe feveral ways, viz. a continual
. LConjunction, a Mixing, a Sublimation, a
Deficcation, and as many other (Ways and
Operations) more, as may be inamed by diffe-
rent Names : But (*) the Diflolution of the
Body 1s not made, but in its own Blood.

Geber fays thus : There is a Swulphur in
the Profundity of Mercmry, which cooks it,
and which digefts it in the Vein of the
| Mines, during a very long time. - Thus you
fee my dear Gold, that I have fully de-
monftrated to you, that this S#lphur 15 ona
ly in me ; becaufe I do all my felf alone,
without your help, and without that of all
your Brothers, and of all your Compani-
ons. I haveno Need of you ; but you all
have Need of me, for as much as I can
give Perfectionto you all, and raife you all
above the State, which Nature has plac’d
you In.

At thefe laft Words, the Gold grew fu-
riou{ly enrag’d, not knowing what to an-
{wer any further ; he confulted (however)
with his Brother Aercury, and they agreed
together, that they would aflift one ano-
| ther, (hoping) that they being two againit
{ our Stone, which is but one and alone,
| they might eafily overcome it ; fo that af-

i ter not Eaviﬂg been able to conquer it by

23
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. (*) overcame them, deftroy’d them, andi
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difputing, they took a Refolution to pue
it to Death by the Sword. 1In this delf: n.
they join’d their Forces, to make them the :
ftronger by uniting their double Power.

Battle was given: Our Stone difplay’d |
its Force and its Valour ; fought them both,

{wallowed up both the one and the other ;|
in a manner that there remained no fign,
whereby one might know what was becomes
of them.

Thus, dear Friends, who have the fear
of God before your Eyes, what I tell yo
ought to make you know the Truth, an
illuminate your Minds as much as is necef-
fary to underftand the Foundation of th
greateft and the moft precious of all Trea
fures, which no Philofopher has fo clearl
explained, difcovered, or brought to Light.

You have then no need of any Thin
elfe. This only remains, that you pray tc
God, that he would make you arrive a
the Pofleflion of a Jewel, which is of an
incitimable Value. Next to this, fharpes
your Mind, read the Writings of the Wif}
with Prudence ; work with Diligence (anc
Exactnefs,) act not rafhly in fo precious
Work. (¥) It’s time is ordained by N
ture 5 in the like manner as the Fruits whic!

ai
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are on the Trees, and as the Bunches of
Grapes which the Vine does bear. Be up-
right of Heart, and Eropnfe to your felf
(in your Work) an honeft End; other-
wife God will grant you nothing ;5 (*) .
for he doth not communicate (fo great) a : 5
Gift, except to thofe who will make a good

ufe of it ; and he depriveth them thereof,
who defign to make ufe of it to commit
Evil. I pray to God that he may give
you his (holy) Blefling. Amen.

A DIS-
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brings me fo luckily to meet
you here! ¥ have for a long
time moft earncftly wifh’d for
| - an opportunity of entertaining
you with the Progrefs I have made in Phs-

lofophys
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lofophy, by reading thofe Authors, you ad-

viled me to read, to inftru& me fundamen-

tally in that Divine Science, which by way

of Excellency is call'd Philofiphy.
E DO X708,

The fecing you thus again, gives me no
lefs Joy, and that will full be increafed by
Learning the Advantages LKGU have gained

by your Application to the Study of ouy
{acred Science. |

PTROPHILTUS.

I fhall be indebted to you, not only for
all that I now know of it, but likewife for
what I fhall hope to penetrate in the So-
phick. Myfteries, if you will pleafe to con-
tinue to lend me the Affiftance of your
Knowledge. It was you that infpired me
with all the needful Courage, to undertake
a Study, whofe firft Difhiculties appeared
impenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually
to blunt the Points of Wits, that are moit
acute in the fearch of hidden Truth : But
thanks to your good Counfel, I find my
felf but the more animated to purfue my
Enterprize,

E U-

9‘;!
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EU DO X U

T am pleafed, that I have not been mif
taken in the Judgment of the Chara&er q{’
your mind, you have it of the temper it
ought to be of, for acquiring that Know-
ledoe that furmounts the Capacity of an
orcﬁnary Genius, and not to foften under
{o many Difficulties as renders the Sanctu-
ary of our Philofiphy almoft unacceffible.
I.very much applaud that Force with which
I know you have combated the ufual Dif-
courfes of certain Wits, who think them-
{clves concerned in honour to treat as Whim-

15, and Chimera, whatever they do not un=-

derftand, becaufe they are unwilling 1t {hould
be faid, that others can difcover Truths of
which they have no Knowledge.

PYROPHILTDS

I never thought there was much Attenti-
on due to the Reafoning of fuch as will de-
cide in Things they underftand not 5 but I
confefs to you, that had any thing been able
to turn me from a Science, for which I
have ever had a ftrong natural Inclination,
it would have been that fort of Shame that
Ignorance hath faftned upon Inquirers into
this Philofophy : It is yeally troublefome i‘:




TrivMen.

be obliged to hide ones Application to it 3
as one muft either do, or pafs in the Opi-
nion of the World, for a Man that bufies
him{elf in vain Chimera's; but as Truth
where-ever it is, hath ineftimable Charms for
me, nothing has had the Power to divert
me from this Study. I have read the Wri-
tings of a great many Philofophers, no lefs
“confidersble for their Learning, than for
their Probity ; and as it could never enter
into my Thoughts, that {fo great Perlonages
werefo many publick Impoftors, I would
needs examine their Principles with ferious
Attention, and was convinced of the Truths
they advance, altho’ I pretend not to com-
prel};end them all.

EV DO XTS

You oblige me much by the Juftice
you render to the Mafters of our Art; but
pray tell me, what Philofophers you have par-
ticularly read, and which are thofe that have
given you mofk Satisfaction ¢ 1 contented
my felf with recommending to you only
fome few.

PTRAPHT L &S

To reply to your demand, I fhould

make a long Catalogue, for I have read the
Phile-

29
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Philofophers many Years without ceafing. B :
have fought Knowledge in its Source, 1 have
read the fmaragdine Table, the feven Chap-
‘ters of Hermes. with their Commentaries:
T have read Geber, the Twrba, Rofarys T hea-
irum, Biblfafhfzw, Chymical Cabinet, and par-
ticularly Artephins, Arnold de villa nova, Ray-
smond Lally, Trevifan, Flanel, Zacchary, and
many others, Antient and Modern, whom
i mame not ; among others, Bafily Valentine,
Cofimopolita, and Philalethes.

I affure you I was terribly put to ity to
try to find the effential Point 1n which they
all hould agree, they making ufe of Ex=
preflions {o cﬁﬂ?ering,-. and often, feem to be
oppofite. Some fpeak of the Matter in ab-
firated Terms, others m Terms coms
pounded : Some exprefs only certan Qua-
Eties of the Matter, others ftick upon quite
different Propertics; fome confider it m &
State purely natural, others fpeak of it 1 a |
State of fome of the Perfettions it receives
from Art : And all this together flings one
into fuch a Labyrinth of Difficules, that
it is no wonder that moft of thofe who
vead the Philofiphers, do form quite diffe-
rent Conclufions. |
:, I did not content my felf to read the
i chief Authors you dire¢ted me to barely
once i
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once over; I read them over again and a-
- gain, even as often as I thought I could
draw new Inftructions from them, either as
to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre-
parationss whereon depends the whole Suc-
cefs of the Work. I have made Extras
from all the beft Books. I have meditated
thereon Day and Night, until I thoughe I
knew the Matter, and its different Prepara-
tions, which Property is but one ancF the
fame continued Operation. But I avow to
you, that after {uch f{olid Pains, I took a
fingular Pleafure to read the Antient Quar-
rel of the Philofophers Stone with Gold and
'Mfms:ry; the Neatnefs, the Simplicity, and
the Solidity of this Traé have charmed
me; and as it is a ftanding Truth, that he

31

who underftands one true P})dgﬁpjﬁgr per-"

fectly, does moft certainly underftand them
all ; permit me, if you pleafe, to ask you
fome Queftions concerning this, and have
-the Goodnefs to anfwer me with the Gme
Sincerity that you have always ufed towards
me. I aflure my felf; that after that, T fhall
be as much inftru&ed as it is neceffary to
be to put my Hand to the Work, and hap-
pily to arrive at the Poffeflion of the oreatcft
of all thofe temporal Bleflings; wherewith
it pleafes God to honour thofe whe Labour
.1 his Love and Feap. E ¢8
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EUDOXTUS

I am ready to fatisfy your Demands, and
fhall be very glad to hear you rouch the ef-
fential Point, whilft Iamin the Refolution to
conceal nothing from you of what may ferve
for the InftruGtion you may think you
want : But [ believe 1t will be proper that
I firft make you {ome Remarks, that will
very much contribute to clear fome impor-
tant Paffages of the Tract you have men-
tioned. | | |

Remark then, that the term Stowe 15 ta-
ken in many different Acceptations, and in
particular with regard to the three different
Stations of the Work ; which makes Geber
fay, That there are three Stones, which are
the three Medicines anfwering to the three:
Degrees of Perfe&ion of the Work ; fo
that the Stone of the firt Order, is the
Matter of the Philofophers perfectly purified,
and reduced into a pure mercurial Su ftance;
the Stone of the fecond Order; is the fame
Matter deco&ed, digefted, and fixed into
an incombuftible Sulphur ; the Stone of the
third Order, is the very fame Matter for~
mented, muldiplied, and puthed to cthe laft
Perfetion of TinClure fixt, permancnt and

' tinging ;
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 tinging : And thefe three Stones are the
- three Medicines of the three Kinds.

_ Remark furthers that there is a grear
Difference between the Stone of the Phila-
Jopbers, and the Philofophick Stone. The
firft is the Subject of Philofophy, confidered
in the State of its firft Preparation, in which
it is truly a Stone, fince it is folids hard,
heavy, brittle, frangible; itis a Body (fays
Philalethes) becanfe it flovs in Five like a Me-
tal ; and yet it is a Spirit, for s is wholly
Polatile. It is the Componund and the Stone thix
Contains the Humidity, that runs in the Fire
(fays Arnoldus in his Letter to the King of
Naples) 1t 1s 1n this State that it is 2 mddle
Subftance bevrecn a Meral and Mercury (as
the Abbot Sincfins exprefles it) it is in fine
1n this State, that Geber confiders it, where
he fays in two Places of his Summa, Zuke
our Stone, that is to fay, (faith he,) the Adur-
ter of omr Stone, juft as if he had faid, take
the Philofipher’s Stone, which is the Matter
of the Philofophick_Stone.

The Philofophick, Stone, 1is therefare the
fame Stone of the Philofiphers 5 when by
ithe fecret Magiftery it is exalted to the Per-
fection of the third Order, tranfmuting all
imperfe& Metals into pure Gold or Sitver,

according to the Nature of the Ferment
D adjoined
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adjoined to it.  Thefe Diftinétions will d
you confiderable Service, to unfold the dif
ficult Senfe of the Philofophical Wrining
and to clear up divers Paflages of this ver
Author, upon which you intend to di
courfe me. |

PTYROPHILTUS.

I already difcern the Utlity of thefe R
marks, and find in them the Explication
fome of my Doubts ; but before we p:
any further, pray tell me whether the Au.t?u
of this little Traé, which I {peak of, d
ferves the Approbation that many learn
Men do give it, and whether it contains t
whole Secret of the Work ¢

EUDOXU &S

Youneed not doubt, but that this Treat
is done by the Hand of atrue Adept; and cc
fequently merits the Efteemand Approbat:
of Philofophers. The principal Defign of t
Author, is to undeceive an almolt infin
Number of Artifts, who deceived by the 1
ral Senfe of our Writings, obttinately peif

that the Magiltery is to be effeted by
Conjunction of Gold with MMercury variow
prepared 5 and to convinee them abfolute
he maintains with the beft and moft Aw
ent Plilofophers, (*) that the Herk is|
i
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Iﬁmde but of one only Thiﬁg, of one only and
thoe fame Specics.

PYROPHILTS.

That 15 the very firft of the Places that
raifed me fome Scruples ; for methinks one
may reafonably doubr, that Perfection oughr
to be {ought in one only fcIf fame Subftance,
nd that without adding any Thing to it
one can be able to make all Things of it.
The Philofophers on the contrary fay, that
hot only we muft remose the Superfluities
om the Matter, but whar is wanting muft

tkewife be added to it.

E 0D G-X0 8
It 15 eafy to deliver you from that Doub¢
y this comparifon ; in the fame manner as
uices extrated from divers Herbs, depu-
ted from their Faces, and incorporated to-
her, make but one Confection of one on-
and felf fame Species 5 fo the Philofophers,
ith Reafon, call their prepared Matter, one
ply and felf fame Thing, although we are
t 1gnorant that it is a natural Compound
certain Subftances from one fame Root,
d of one fame Kind, making together one
hole compleat Homogencity ; in this Senfe
Ve Philofophers do all agree, though fome
1) 2 fays
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fay, their Matter is compounded of tw
Things, and others of three ; though for
write, that it confifts of four, and fome
five 5 and others again, that it 15 but o
only Thing : They are all equally in t
right, becaufe divers Things of one and t
fame Kind naturally and intimately unite
even as feveral Waters diftilled from Herl
and mingled together, do indeed conftit
but one only {clf-fame Thing; and this
done in our Arts and fo much more func
mentally, as the Subftances that make
the philoﬁ)phic;ll- Compound, differ lefs
mong themfelves, than forrel Water diff
from lettice Water.

PYROPHILUS.

I bhave nothing to reply to what vy
have faid, I comprehend the Senfe of it
ry well; but there remains with me a Do
upon this Occafion, that I know fev
Perfons well verfed in the reading of
belt Philofephers, and who yet follow a
thod quite contrary to the firlt Founda
that our Author lays ; that is to fay,

2. (*) the philofophical Matter hath no
of any Thing whatfoevers other than tif
diffolved and cozgmiated. For thefe Penf
begin the work by Coagulation ; they 1

th§
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‘therefore work upon a liquid Matter, ige
ftead of a Srome 5 pray inform me, whether

this Method be that of Truth 2
EVDOXUS.

Your Remark is very judicious, the great-
eft part of true Philofophers are of the fame
 Sentiment with this Author. The Matter has
no need but to be difiolved, and then coa-
gulated ; Mixtion, Conjunction, Fixation,
Coagulation, and other like Operations, are
de almoft of themfelves ; but Solution is
e great Secret of the Art. It is this ef-
ential Point that the Philofophers do not re-
veal.  All the Operations of the firft Work,
or of the firft Medicine, 1s nothing (to
J:aeak properly) but a continual Solution ;
0 that Calcination, Extra&ion, Sublimati-
n, Diftillation, is but a true Solution of
he Matter.  Geber taught not the Necefli-
y of Sublimation, but becaufe it not only -
urifies the Matter from its grofs and com-
uftible Parts ; but alfo, becaufe 1t difpofcs
fo Solution, from whence refults the Mer-
turial Humidity, which is the Key of the
ork,

Dg PTRO-T
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.with the leaft Heat ; to let us know, (¥):

JAc1s you call (%) the natural Fire. T ver
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Pr RO P HIT S,

I am now well fortified againft thofe pree
tended Philofophers, who are of a contrary
Sentiment to this Author ; and I know not,,
how they can imagine that their Opinion:
fquares exactly with the beft Authors ¢

EQ B TVE

This verv Author alone fuffices to lef"z
them {ee their Error, he explains himf{elf!
by avery right fimile of Ice, which melesi

T'hat the principal Operation is to procave theq
Solution of a Matier bard and drys comsing nedry
to the Nature of @ Stone ; which, neverthe=
kefs, by the Acion of the natural Firey
ought to be refolved mto a dry Water, ag
cafily as Ice is melted by the leaft Heat.

PTROPHILUS.

I thould be extreamly obliged to yo"u,
you would be {o kind to inform me, wha

well knew it is the principal Key of the
Art, many Philofophers have exprefled the
Nature of it by very obfeure Parables’; but:
I do confefs to you, that I have not a5 yet:
been able to comprehend this Myftery.
E T
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EUVDOXTUD S

Tt is indeed the great Myftery of the
. Art, all other Myi%eries ofy this fublime
' Philofophy depending on the Knowledge of

this. ' How fatisfied fhould I be, mi ﬁlt I
nakedly explam this Secret to you ; %ut I
cannot do that, which no Philofopher be-
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea-
fonably expect of meis to tell you, that the
natural Fire whereof this Philofopher {peaks,
1s a potential Fire, that burns not the Hands,
but makes its Efficacy appear, being a little
excited by the exterior Fire. It 15 there-
fore a Fire truly Secret, that this Author in
the Title of his Work calls Luwar Vulcan.
Artephins has made a more ample Defcripti-
on of it, than any other Philofopher. Pon-
t#nns has copied z'im, and tells us, that he
erred two Hundred times, becaufe he knew
not this Fire, ’till he had read and under-
{ftoed Areephins ; this m}rﬂeriaus Fire 15 na-
tural, becaufe it is of one fame Nature with
the philofophick Matter ; but, neverthelefs,
the Artift prepares them both.

PYROPHILTUS.
What you have told me, rather excites,
than fatisfies my Curiofity,  Blame not the
| ¥ D4 0 cumelt
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earnelt Requeit I make you, to inftru& me
more clearly, 1 a Point of fuch Impor-
tance, that without the Knowledge of it,
it were n vain to pretend to the Work ;
for without it, one meets a. full Stop, after
the firlt Step made in the practick Part of
the Work.

Eil DO S.

The wife Men have been no lefs referved
concerning their Fire, than concerning their
Matter 5 {fo that it 1s not in my Power to
‘add any Thing to what I have faid of it
I remit you therefore to Artephins and Pon-
tanns.  Confider only with Application,
that this natural Fire 15 an artificial Inven-
tion of the Artift, that it is proper to cal-
cing, diflolve, and fublime the Store of the
Philofophers 3 and that there is but this one
fort of Fire in the World able to. produce
the ike Eftet. Confider that this Fire is
of the Nature of Lime or Calx, and that it
13 in no fort a Stranger, with regard to the
Subjet of Philofophy, Confider, in fine,
alio by what means Geber teaches to make
the Sublimarions requifite to this Art; for
my part I can do no more, but make for
you the fame wifh thar another Pﬁibﬁpgﬂ‘

made,
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mvde, Thar the Stars of Venus and horned
Diapamay be propirionsto yon.

P IR OB T LS.

I fhould have been glad you had {poken
more intelligibly, but fince there are certain
Bounds, beyond which the Philofsphers can-
not pafs; I content my felf with what you
have made me Remark ; T will again read
over drtephins with more Application, than
I have yet done, and I fhall not forget what
you have told me, that the fecret Fire of the
wife Men, is a Fire that the Artift prepares
according to Art, or at leaft, that he caufe

“to be prepared by thofe that have a perfe&
Knowledge of Chymiftry ; that this Fire is
not actually hot, but that it is a fiery Spi-

11t introc&rlced into a Subjeét of one {clf
{fame Nature with the Store, and which be-
ing moderately excited by the exterior Fire,
calcines, diffolves, {ublimes the Srome, and
 refolves it into a drj Water, as Cofmopolite has
| exprefled it.

EUDOXUS
You perfetly comprehend what I have
been telling you ; I find {o by the Com-
mentary, you add to it.  You muft know,
that from this fieft Solution, Calcipation, or
-- | Sublima-
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Sublimation, which are here one and the
fame Thing, there refults the Separation of
the terreftial and adnflible Parts of the Strone ;
efpecially if you follow Geber’s Counicl
touching the Regiment of the Fire in the
manner T]e teaches it, where he treats of the
Sublimation of the Bodies, and of AMercary.
You ought to hold it for a conftant Truth,
that there is but this one way in the World,
to extralt from the Srore its unctuous Hu-
midity, which infeparably contains the Sl
phury and the Mercary of the wife Men.

P RO PRI LLTES.

I am thus intirely fatisfied upon the prin-
cipal Point of the firlt Work ; do me the
Favour to tell me, if the Comparifon that
our Author makes (¥) of Wheats owith the
Stone of Philofophers, with rezard to their
meceffary Prepavation, to make Bread with
the one, and the Univerfal with the other,
appears to you to be a proper and well fuited

Comparifon.

EUU DO XY S

It is as proper as can be made, if the:
Stone be confidered in the State wherein the :
Artift begins to put 1t, to be able to be:
rightly called the fubje& and philofophick!
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Compound 5 for juft as we are not nou-
rithed by Wheat, fuch as Nature produces
it 3 but we are obliged to reduce it into
Meal, to feparate from it the Bran, to make
it mto Pafte with Water, to make Bread of
its which muft be baked in an Oven to be-
come a proper Aliment ; in the fame man-
ner, we take the Srone, we grind, or pow-
der it, we fcparate from it by the fecret
Fire 1ts Terreftreity ;5 we fublime it, we
diflolve it with the Water of the Sea of the
wife Men ; we decoét this fimple Con-
fection, to make of it a fovereign Medicine.

PXRO LHILLUS.

Give me leave to tell you, that there
feems to me fome difference in this Compa-
rifon. The Author fays, that one muft
take this Mineral alone, to make this great
Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we
cannot make Bread 5 it is neceffary to add
to it, not only Water, but Leaven,

EUDOXUS.

You have alicady the Anfwer to this
Objection ; in as much as this Philofopher,
Like all the reft, forbids not abjolutely to add
any Thing, but that nothing {trange, ‘or con-
trary be added. The Water that is added
; tQ
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to the Meal, and the Leaven likewife, are
nothing ftrange, or contrary to the Meal ;
the Grain of which ’tis made was nourifhed
by Water in the Earth ; and Water 1s there-
fore of a Nature analogical to Meal : So the
Water of the Sea of the Philofophers, is of
the fame Nature with our Stone ; becaufe all
that is comprized under the Mineral, and
metallick Gendre, was formed and nourifthed

of that very fime Water in the Bowels of

the Earth, whither it penctrates with the

Influence of the Stars. You may planly
fee, by what T have faid, that the Philofo-
phers do not contradi& themfelves, when
they ET it is one only felf Subftance, and
when they fpeak of it asa compound of
many Subftances of one only, and felf fame
Specics.

PriRIO.P.H NG S

" 1 think there is none but muft be con-
vinced by fo folid Reafons as thofe you al-
ledge. Bur tell, if you pleafe, whether I
am miftaken in the confequence I draw from
that Paffage of our Author, where he fays,

6.that (*) thofe that know after what man-

wer Metals and Minerals onght to be treat-
edy way go direitly to the Work they aim ate

If chis be fo, 1t is evident that the Mat~
' tes
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ter and Subje@ of the Art muft not be
fought for, but in the Family of Metals and,

Minerals, and that all that work upon other
Subjets, are in the Road of Error.

E Bed)i) X, LE Sy

I will anfwer, your confequence is very
well drawn ; this Philofopher is not alone in
{peaking thus, he agrees therein with the

reateft Number, Antient and Modern. Ge-
gﬁ‘, who perfeltly knew the Magiftery, and
who ufedp no Allegory, treats throughout
his whole Summa only of Metas and Mi-
nerals, of Bodies and Spirits, and of the
right manner of performing them, to maks
the Work of them. But as the pi.ilofophick
Matter is partly Body, and partly Spirit,
as in one Senfe 1t 15 Terreftral, am{ N ano=-
ther it i1s all Celeftial ; and as fome Authors
confider it in one Senfe, and others treat of
it in another, this has given Occafion to
the Error of a great Number of Artills ;
who under the Name of Univerfalifts, re-
jet every Matter that hath received a de-
terminative from Nature 5 becaufe they can-
not deftroy the particular Matrer, to fepa-
sate from it the Grain which 1s the pure u-
niverfal Subftance, which the particular Mat-
ter {huts up in its Bofom, and to which

the

45
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the wife and illuminated Artift can abfo=
lutely render all the Univerfality necefary
to it, by the natural Conjunction that he
makes of this Germ, with the moft univer-
{al Matter; from whence it hath drawn its
Original.  Be not frighted at thefe fingular
Expreflions, our Art 15 Cabiliftick, You
will eafily comprehend thefe Myfteries be-
fore you are got to the end of the Quefti=
ons, which you defign to make me upon the
Author that you examine.

Py G P BD BRI S,

If you gave me not this hopes I pro-
teft to you, that thefe myfterious Obfcuri-
ties were enough to put me quite off; and
make me Defpair of my good Succefs 5 but
I repofe an entire Confidence m what you
tell me, and I very well comprehend;, 7'har
the Metals of the Vulgary dre nor the Metals Zf
the Philofophers ; for it is evident, thar to be
[och they maft be deftroyed, and ceafe to be
Metals : And the wife Man wants nothing
but the vifcus Humidity, which is their
firft Matter from which the Philsfophers
make their living Metals by an Artifice, that
is as Secret as it 15 founded upon the Princi-
ples of Warwes 15 not that your meaning ¢

£ U~
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. BUD QXS

If you are as’ well acquainted with the
Laws of the Practice of the Work, as you
feem to me to comprehend the Theory, you
have no need of my Inftruétions. =

Ek Bedh P H.LEAIS.

I beg your Pardon, I am very far from
being {o great a Proficicnt ; what you take
for an Effet of a perfect Knowledge of the
Art, 15 nothing but a Facility of Expref-
fion that I have got by reading of Au-
thors, with whom I have filled my Memo-
ry. I am on the contrary ready to De-
fpair of ever attaining to fuch a Pirch of
Knowledge, when I confider, that this 2bi-
hofopher requires, as do divers others, thae
he that afpires to this Science, (*) fhosld 7,
know externally and internally the Properties of
all Tbiﬂgi, and that be penttrate into the Depth
éf the Operations of Nature. Tell me, if you
pleafe; who is the Man that can flarter him-

| {elf ta arrive at a Knowledge of {o vaft an
. Extent ¢

By DO X135
It 1s true, this Plilofopher puts no Bounds
to the Learning of him, who pretends to
under-
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underftand fo miraculous an Art; for the
wife Man ought to be perfetly acquainted
with Nature in general, and her Operations,
as well in the Center of the EartE, in thé
Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up-
on the Earth in the productive of Vegeta-
bles and Animals. He ought alfo to know
the univerfa! Matter, and the Matter parti-
cular and immediate, upon which Nature
works for the Generation of all Beings ;
he Gught, in fine, to know the Afﬁnity
and Sympathy, as alfo the Antipathy and
natural Averfion rhac is found in all Things
of the World. Such was the Science of
the great Hermes, and of the firft Phi-
lofophers, who like him arrived at the
Knowledge of this {ublime Philofophys
by their penetrating Minds, and by the
Strength of their Reafoning 5 but {ince this
Science was committed to Writing, and that
the general Knowledge of which I gave you
an Idea 15 to be found in good Books s
R cading, Meditation, good Senfe, and a fuf-
ficient Pra&ice in Chymiftry, may give al-
moft all the nzceflary Light to acquire the
Knowledge of this fupreme Philofophy ;
add thereto Uprightnefs of Heart, and of
Intention, witﬁout which 1t is impaﬂ}ble
to fucceed.

PTRO-
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PYRQPH LTS

You give me a moft fenfible Joy. I have
iead much; I have meditated yet more ;
I have exercifed my {felf in the Practife of
Chymiftry ; I have verified the faying of
Artephinsy who aflures, That be knows nor
the Compofition of Metals, who is ignorant how
they muft be deffroyed, and without this De-
ftruction it is impoflible to extract the me-
tallick Humidity, which is the true Key of
the Art ; fo that T can affure my felf; that
I have acquired the greateft part of the
Qualities, that according to you, are requi-
red in him that afpires to this high Under-
ftanding : I have, befides, a very particu-
lar Advantage, and that is the Goodnefs that
you have in being willing to communi-
cate a part of your Knowledge to me in the
clearing of my Doubts ; permit me, there-
fore, to go on, and to ask you upon what
Foundation Gold ufes fuch outragious Terms
to the Stone of the Philofophers, (¥) Calling 8.
it a venomons Warm, and treating it with the

LAppellation of Enemy of Men, and of Metals,

L R B R T BT
Thefe Expreflions ought not to feem
range to you, the Philofophers themfelves
E call
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call their Stone Dragon and Sevpents im
ﬁ’&iﬁg all Thiﬁgs with its Venom. Its Sub
ftance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poifon
which the Philofopher thould know how
change into an Antidote by Preparation an
Decoltion. The Stone is moreover the E
nemy of Metals, {ince it deftroys them
and devours them.  Cofmopolite fays, the:
is 2 Metal, and a Stcel, which s as &
Water of Metals, which bas the Power
confisme Metals, that there is nothing but 1)
yadical Moifture of the Sun, and of r‘%e Moa
that can refiftir. But take heed thatyoudo m
here confound the Philofopher’s Stones Wi
the Philofophick_Stone 5 becaufe, if the fi1
like a true Dragon deftroys and devours ti
imperfet Metals 5 yet the fecond, as a{
vereign Medicine, tranfmutes them into pi
fect Metals, and makes the perfect more th
perfe&, and fit tomake perfect the imperfes

PR ORH LS.

What you fay not only confirms mej
the Knowledge I have acquired by Red
ing, Meditation, and Pra&ice ; but lu
wife gives me a new additional Light, wh
Splendour difpels that Darknefs, un
which the moft important philofoph
Truths have {cemed to me ’all now taf
| val
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valed. And T now conclude fom our
Author’s Words, that thofe great Phyfici-
ans are miftaken, who believe (%) T'har the 9.
univerfal Medicine is in Gold valgar. Do
me the Favour to tell me your Opinion in
th]S Point.

E UL DO LU S, _

~ There is no doubt but Gold poflefles great
Virtues for the Prefervation of Health, and
for curing the moft dangerous Difeafes.
€ ¥ h and o, are evary Day ufefully
employed by Phyficians, as likewife is ¢ ;
becaufe their Solution or Decompofition
which manifefts their Properties, 1s eafier
than that of ® ; and thercfore the more fuch
Preparations as the vulgar Artifts make of
t, have an Agreement with the Principles
ind Practice of our Arc; the more they
nake appear, the marvellous Virtues of @ ;
ut I tell you m Truth, that without the
Knowledge of our Magiftery (which only
an teach the effential D&I{ruf‘tion of ©)
18 impoilible to make the univerfal Medi-
Ine of 1t ; but the wife can make it much
ote cafily with the Gold of Philsfophers,
an with  vulgar ; and {o you fee this
uthor makes the Stone reply to ®, That
wight rather be angry with God, lgcanfe

E 2 bie
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he had mot given it thofe Advantages where!
owith be bad been Pf:?ﬁﬁ?d only to endue thi

Stone.

PYrROPHILUS

To this firft Injury that @ does to tH
Stone, it adds a fecond, (*) Calling it fug)
sive and cheat, deceiving all thofe that pla
any hope in it. Inftruct me, pray, how -
fupport the Innocence of the Stone, at
juftify it from a Scandal of this Nature.

EUDOXUS.

Call to mind the Remark, that I ha
already caufed you to make, touching 1
three different States of the Stone s ang Vi
will then know; as well as my felf; that |
Neceflity it muft in its beginning be all
latile, and by confequence Fugitive, ﬂ:nj
be depurated from all manner of Terreft
ry, and brought from Imperfection to
Derfeion that the Magiltery gives 1t
its other States ; and thercfore the Reprci
intended it by @, turmns into 1ts Praife ;|
were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the
ginning, 1t would be impofhble to give
lait the Perfe@ion and Fixity that are
eeflagy to it fo that if 1t deccives any
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is only the ignorant; but it is always faithful
to the Sons of the Science.

PT RO IEEENS,

What you tell me is a certain Truth; T
have learned from Geber, that only Spirits,
that is to fay, Polatile Subftances are capable
to penctrare Bodies, ro be wnited to them, to
change, tinge, and perfect them ; when thefé
Spirits have been cleared from their grofs Parts,
and aduflible Humidity.  And thus I am
fully fatisfied upon this Point; but as I
percelve the Stone (*) hasa great Contempt
for &, and boafts to contain in its Boforn a
'Gold i?gﬁ?ﬁémﬁ more precions ; do me the fa-
vour to tell me how many f{orts of © the

P}af[af:}pbm oW1,

TR AU,

To leave you nothing to defire concern-
ing the Theory, and the Pratice of our
hilofophy ; I will acquaint you, that ac-
ording to the Philofophers, there are three
orts of @.

The firft is an Aftral ®, whofe Center
s in the Sun, who by 1ts Rays communi-
fates ir, together wit?'i its Light to all the
Brars, that are inferiour to Rim. It 1s a
fiery Subftance, and a continual Emanation
‘ K 2 of

23

1.
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of little folar Bodies, which by the Motion
of the Sun and Stars, being m a perpetual
Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerfe s
all Things through the Extent of the Hea-
vens, upon the Earth, and in its Bowels are
therewith penctrated, we breathe continual- -
ly this Aftral Gold, thefe {olar Particles 1n= -
ceffantly penetrate into, and cxhale from our
Bodies. |

The fecond is an Elementary ©, that isi
to fay, it is the moft pure and the molt]
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all thes
Subftances that are compofed of them ; {on
that all the {ublunary Beings of the threes
Genders,- contain in their Center a precious

rain of this elementary Gold.

The third is the beautiful Metal, whoft
unalterable Splendour and Perfection give it
a Value, that makes it efteemed by all Me
as a fovereign Remedy of all the Iils, ang
all the Neceflities of Life, and as the only
Foundation of humsne Power and Gran:
deur ; and ‘therefore it is no lefs the object
of the Avarice of the greateft Princes thaz
it is the wifh and defire of all manner o
People.

After this you will eafily conclude, tha
the metallick Gold is rot the Gold of th
FPhilofophers, and that it 15 not without
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good Foundation, that 1n this Controver-
{y before us, the Stone reproaches © with
not being what it prefumes to be, but that
it is the Stone which hides in its Bofom
the true ® of the wife Man, that 1s to fay,
the two firft Sorts of @, that I juft now
named to you ; for you muft know, that
the Stone being the moft pure Portion of
the metallick Elements, after the Separation
and Purification, which the wife Man has
made of it; it follows, that it is properly the
Gold of the fecond fort ; but when this ®
perfectly calcined and exalted unto the Clean-
nefls, and to the Whitenefs of Snow, has
acquired by the Magiftery a natural Sym-
pathy with the Aftal Gold, of which 1t 1s
vifibly become the true Magnet, it attracts
and concenters in it {elf {o great a Quanti-
ty of Aftral Gold, and of folar Particles,
. wwhich it receives from the continual Emana-
tion that is made of them from the Center
of the Swa, and of the Moon, that it is found
in the neareft Difpofition to be the living
Gold of the Philofaphers, infinitely more no-
ble, and more precious than the metallick
©, which is a Body without a Soul, and
cannot be vivyfied, but by our living Gold
~ and by the Maans of our Magiftery.

E/.} PTRO-_'
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How many Clouds do you diffipate in
my Mind, and how many philofophical
Myfteries do you unfold to me at a time, by
the admirable Things you tell me! 1 fhall
never be able to give you all the Thanks I
oweyou. I confefs,T am no longer furprized,
that the Stone pretends to the preference
before ®, nor that it difpifes its Bright-
nefs, and its maginary Merit; fince the
imalleft Part of whar the Stone gives to
the Philofophers, is of more value than all
the Gold in the World. Be pleafed to have
the Goodnefs to continue your favour to-

wards me, as you have begun, and do me
the Kindnefs to tell me, how the Stone can

.afcribe to it {cIf as an honour (*) re b¢ a

matter flwidy and not perrzancit ; fince all the
Philofophers athrm it to be more fixt then
® it felf.

BT DO S,

You fee, that your Author affures, that
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the Ad-
vantage of the Artift; bur he adds, that
1t is neceffary at the fame Time, that the
Artift know how to extra& this Fluidity,
and which is the only Thing whereof the

S TR o
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Philofopher has need, as T have told you
already ; {o that to be fluid, volatile, and not
permanent, are qualities as neceflary to the
Stone in its firff State, as are its fixity and
permanency when it is in the State of 1ts
utmolt Perfeétion; it is therefore with rea-
fon thar the Stone efteems that quality as
an honour, and fo much the rather as the
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone
is notwithftanding endued with a Soul
more fixt than Gold: But I tell you once

more, that the great Secret confifts in know-

ing how to extratt the Humidity of the
Stone. I have appraifed you, that this is in-
deed the moft important Key of the Art. And
~upon this very Point it is, that the great
Hermes cries out, Bleffed be the swatry Form
which diffolves the Elements. Happy then 1s
the Aruft who not only knows the Stone,
but alfo can turn it into Water. Which
cannot be done by any other means, than
by our feécret Fire, which calcines, dif-
folves, and fublimes the Stone.

o N O o 8 T
Whence comes it then, (*) That among a
bundred Artifts, there is [Carce one to be found
thar works with the Stowe ; and that inftead
of {ticking to this onc and only matter (alone

able

57
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able to produce fo great Marvels) they do
on the contrary, almoft all of them, apply
themfelves to Subjelts that have none efP the
effential Qualities, that the Phiofophers at-
tribute to their Stone?

L DA XS |

That happens in the firit Place, through
the Ignorance of Artifts, who have not {o
much Knowledge as they ought to have of
Nature, nor of what {he is able to operate
in every Thing; and in the fecond Place, 1t
happens, thro’ a want of Penctration of
Mind, which Occafions that they are ea-
fily deceived by the equivocal Expreffi-
ons, that the Philofophers make Ufe of, to
hide from the Ignorant, both the Matter,
and its true Preparation. Thefe two great
Defeéts are the caufe of the Miftake of
thefe Artifts, and that they fix upon Sub-
jects wherein they difcern fome of the ex-
terior Qualities of the true Matter of the
Philofophers, without making RefleCtion on

the effential CharaGers, that manifeft it to
the Wife 2

Pr R Ofp LS
I {ze plainly the Error of thofe who ima-
ging, that vulgar © and ¥ are the true
Matter
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Matter of Philofophers ; and T am fully per-
{uaded of 1t, fecing upon how weak a
Foundation ® builds the pretence of its
Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that

37

purpofe thefe words of (*) Hermes; The 140

Sun is its Fathery and the Adoon is its Mether.,

EW:DiO X US.

This Foundation is frivolous ; I have told
you what the Philofophers mean when they
attribute to the Sun and Moon the Prin-
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars
are indeed the firft Caufe of it; they in-
fpire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul
that give it Life, and make all its Efficacy.
And therefore it is that they arc 1ts Fa-
ther and Mother.

P ROEHILLUS

All the Pbi!aﬁ phers fay as this, (*) That
the Phyfical Tintlure is compofed of a red
and incombuflible Sulphur, awd of a clear
and a well purified B 5 13 this Authority
any ftronger than the laft, to make it to be
concluded, that Gold and AMercary are the
Matter of the Stone ¢

EUDOXUS.

You ought not to have forgotten, that
all the P&[ﬂﬁpbf?’j upanlmﬂuﬂy declare,
| that

154
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that vulgar © and Metals are not their
Metals ; that theirs are living, and that the
others are dead ; nor fhould you have for-
gotten that I fhowed you by the Au-
thority of the Philofophers, fupported upon
the Principles of Nature, that the metallick
Humidity of the Stone prepared and purify’d,
contains nfeparably 1nits Bofom the Sw/-
phury and the B of the Philofophers ; that it
1s by confequence that only thing of one
only and {elf fame kind, to which nothing
ought to be added ; and that the only ¥
of the wife Men contains its own Sulphur,
by means whereof it coagulates, and fixes it
felf ; you ought therefore to hold for an
undoubted Truth, that the artificial Mixe
ture of a Swulphur, and of a ¥, whatever
they be otherways than thofe which are na-
turally 1n the Stone, will never be the true
philofophick Confeétion.

| PR O HELTLS.

But (¥) that great and natural Friendfbip
swhich is between Gold and $ , and the Union of
them fo eafily made 5 are they not Proofs
that thefe two Subftances may be convert-
ed by a due Digeftion into a Tin&ure ?

EUDOXUS.

There is nothing more abfurd then that,

for if all the ¥ mingled with O, ﬂwu!l:i

el o
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be converted into @, which is impoffible,
or that all the ® fhould be turned mto ¥,
or into fome middle Subftance, there would
never be found more of folar Tincture 1n
this ConfeGion, than there was in the
Gold, thus mingled with the ¥ ; and by
confequence it would have no tinging Vir-
tue, nor multiplying Power. But it 1s
moft certain, tEat there never can be dny
perfe¢t Union of ® and ¥ ; for this fu-
gitive Companion will abandon the €, as

{oon as ever it 1s prefled by the Action of

the Fire.

PrROEHILLUS,

T doubt not in any fort of what you have
now told me, thofe Sentiments being con-
firmed by the Experience of the moft {olid
Philofophers, who openly declare themfclves
acainlt Gold and Mevcury vulgar; but at
the fame Time I have a doubt, which
is this, that it being trues that the Philo-
[fophers never {peak the Truch lefs, than when
they feem openly  to explain themfelves,
may they not, as touching the evident
Exclufion of ¢, deceive thofe who take the
Senfe of their Expreflions according to the
Tetter 2 Or may cne rely upon for a Cer-
sainty, as this Auchor fys, (*) Tha the

o | " Philofo«

o1

17
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Philofophers do not manifeft their Art, bat
swhen they make ufe of Similitudes, of Figures,
and of Parables ?

B0 X U5,

There is a great deal of difference be~
tween declaring pofitively, that fuch or
{uch a matter is not the true Subjeét of the
Art, as they do, touching © and ¢ ; and
giving to underftand under Figures and
Allegorics, the moft important Secrets to the
Children of the Science, that have the Ad-
vantage clearly to difcern the philofophick
Truths, thro’ the enigmetical Vails where-
with the Sages {o artfully cover and conceal
them. In the firft Cafe, the Philofophers {peak
the Truth negatvely, without ang double

eaning ; but when they {peak both affirma-
tively and clearly upon this Subject, it
may be concluded, that thofe who ftick to
the literal Senfe of their Words, will un-
doubtedly be deceived.. The Philofaphers
have no way more certain to hide their
Science from the uaworthy, and open it
to the wife, then not to explan it by Al-
legories in the cflential Points of their Art;
1t was this made Artephins [y, That this Art
25 intively Cabaliffical, for the underflanding
whereof; there is need of a kind of Revelati-

on ;
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on; the moft penctrating Wit, (without the
Afliftance of a faithful Friend, who 1s a Ma-
fter,) not being fufficient to diftinguifh
Truth from Falfhood ; it being next to
impoflible, that by the only help of Books,
and of Labour, and Experiments, one
fhould be able to arrive at the Knowledge
of the Matter, and much lefs to acquire
the underftanding of the Pratice of an Art
{o {ingular, how plair, how natural, and
how eafy foever the fame may be.

FTY RO P HTE S

I know by my own Experience, how
needful is the help of a tive Friend, fuch
as you are. In the want of which, me-
thinks, fuch Artifts that have Wi, good
Senfe and Probity, have no better way than
to confer together often, fometimes upon
what Light they draw from the reading of
good Books, and fometimes upon the Dif-
coveries their Experiments afford them ;
that {o from the Diverfity and comparing of
their different Sentiments, there may {pring
new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they
may be enmabled to carry their Difcoveries
to the laft Peried of this fecret Science. T
doubt not but you approve of my Opin}-

63

on 3 but as T know that feveral Artifts re- .

oud
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gard las vifionary and paradoxical the Sen-
timents of thofe Authors, who mamntamn

18, with this, (*) Zhar Perfeltion is to be fonght
in T hings smperfect 5 1 fhall be extreamly
obliged to you, if you pleafe to give me
your Senfe upon a Point that feems to me
to be of great confequence.

ET DO TS,

You are already perfuaded of the Since-
rity and Truth of your Author; and you
ought {o much the lefs to call it 1n Cluel%;ml
upon this Point, in that he is of one Mind
herein with the true Philofophers ; and T
cannot better prove to you the Truth of
what he fays here; than by making ufe of
the fame Reafon, that he (quoung the
Learned Raymond Lully) has given of 1t. For
it is certain, that Nature {ftops in her Pro-
ductions, when fhe has brought them to
their proper State and Perfection ; for Ex-
ample, when from a moft clear and moft
pure mineral Water tinged by {fome Porti-
on of metallick Sulphnr, Nature produces a
precious Stone, fhe ftops there, as fhe like-
wife does when in the Bowels of the Earth
fhe hath formed © with mercunial Warter,
Mother of all Metals, impregnated with a

pure folar Swlphur ; {o that as it is not polhi-
| | | | ble
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ble to make a Diamond, or 2 Ruby more pre-
cious, than it is in its kind ; fo neither is
it in the Power of the Artift, may, (I will
go further,) nor of Nature her felf; to pufh
on Gold to a greater Perfetion, than what
fhe has given it. It is the Philofopher that
can only carry Nature from an undetermi-
ned Imperfection, even to a State more than
Perfect. 1t is therefore neceflary, that
our Magiftery produce a plufgmam Perfe&i-
on, ‘which to accomplith, the Sage muft
begin with a Thing imperfeét, which be-
ing in the way of Perfection, is found in
the natural Difpofition to be carried on
even to plafguam Perfeltion, by the help
of an Art wholly Divine, which is able to
exceed the limited Bounds of Nature ; and
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subject
to a State of plufgnam Perfettion, neither
could we give Perfection to what is imper-
fect, and all our Philofophy were vain.

PO PHTEWS

There is none but muft needs yicld
to the Solidity of your Reafoning ; but
would not one be apt to think, that this
\uthor phinly contradits himfelf there,
here he makes the! Stone fay, that com-
mon y, (how well foever: it ‘may be pur-
., P o)
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ged,) is not the ¥ of thewife Men ; and
that for this only Reafon, (*) Becanfe it is
smperfect 5 when according to him, if 1t were
perfect, the intended PerfeCtion were not
to be fought in 1t

EUDOXUS. |

Take good Notice of this, and obferve
that if the 2 of the wife Men hath been
elevated by Art from an imperfect, toa per-
fek State, vet this Perfection is not of the
Nature of Jmt, wherear Nature {tops in the
Produ&ion of Things, according to the
Perfection of their kind, fuch as 1s that o
'© vulgar ; bur on the contrary, the Per-
fection which the Art gives to Ke ¥ of th
wife Men, is but a middle State, a Difpo
fition, and a Power that makes it fit to b
carried by the continuance of the Wor

gives it the Faculry by the Accomplifhmer;
of the Magiftery, atlaft to give Perfectio
to the imperfect.

P.Y-RiOPHIE EATS.

Thefe Reafons, how abftract {oever; @
very phin, and make Impreffion on tl
Mind ; for my part, I confefs, they full
convinee me ; I befeech you, to have.t

Goof
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Goodnefs not to be offended at the Con-
tinuation of my Inquiries. Our Author
aflures us, that ‘the Error into which the
Artifts fall, in taking vulgar So/ and Afer-
cury for the true Matter of the Stone, decei-
ved therein by the literal Setife of the Philo-
Jophersy, (*) It the great [lumbling Block 1o 20,
T honfands of Perfons ; for m part I can’t
imagine, how with any Read?;g, and good
Senfe, it 1s poffible to harbour an Opinion {o
vifibly condemned by the beft Philofophers 2

EAED O0.X 178,

And yet the Thing isfo. The Philofo-
phers warn them to no purpofe; to take
heed not to be deceived by common Sef
and Mercury.  Moft do, neverthelefs, obfti-
nately adhere to them, and very often after
having wrought in vain through a long
~ Courfe of Years upon Matters {trange and
foreign, and are fznfible of thelr fault, they
then come to vulgar So/ and Mercnry, where-
in they find their Account no better then
\before. Tt is true, there are fome Philofo-
\dbers, who though otherwife appearing ve-
ry fincere, yet throw Artifts into this Fy
Tor, maintaining very fE-.:riouﬂy, that thofe
that know not the Gold of the Philofophers,
may neverthelefs find it in common Gold
| 5 F 2 decocted
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| decocted with the Aeronry of the Philofo~
phers.  Philaletha 1s of this Sentiment ; he
aflures, that Count Trevifin, Zachary, and
Flamel tollowed this Way ; but he adds,
T hat it is not the true Way of the wife Men,
thongh it leads to the fame End. But thefe
Aflurances, however {incere they may feem,
fail not to deceive the Artifts, who, defi-
rous to follow the fame Philaletha in the
Purification and Animation, that he teaches
of common Jutrcury, to make the Philofo=
pher’s Mercury of it (which is a moft grofs;
Error, under which he hath hidden the:
Secret of the Mercury of the wife Men,)
undertake upon his Word a moft painfi
and almoft mmpoflible Work ; and after ;

o

long Labour full of Cares and Dangers, they
get nothing but a Mercnry, a little more
impure than it was at firft, inftead of
Mercnry ammated with the celeftial Cumimr
Effence, a deplorable Error that hath loft an
ruin’d, and will {hll Ruin 2 very  gres
Number of Artifts,

P IR OR L LTS

It 15 a great Advantage to become Wi
at another’s coft; for my part I will ¢
deavour to reap Profit from this Error I
foliowing the geod Authorsy and gl
il
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my {elf by the Inftructions your Goodnefs
15 pleafed to give me. One of the Things
that moft contributes to the blinding of
Artifts, who adhere to ® and ¥, is that
ufual Exprelion of Philofophers, 1. e. that
their Stone is compofed of Male and Female,
that @ fupplies the place of Male, and ¥
of Female ; I know very well, (as my Author
here fays,) (¥) That it is nor afier the fame 21,
manner with Metalsy as with Things that bave
Life ; but yet I fhall be very {enfibly oblig-
ed to you, if you will pleafe to explain
to me wherein this difference confifts.

E U'DO0X US.

It is a conftant Truth, that the Copu-
lation of the Male, and of the Female is
ordained by Nature, for the Generation of
Animals ; but this Union of the Male and
Female for the Produ&ion of the Elixir,
as likewife for the Production of Me-
tals, 1s purely Allegorical, and 15 no more
neceflary than for the Production of Ve-
getables, whofe Seed contains in it felf all
that 1s required for Germination, Increafe,
and Multiplication of Plants. You will
then Remark, that the philofophical Mat-
ter or ¥ of Philofophersis a true Seed, which,
tho’ Homogenous in its Subftance, is yet of
i A G a dou-~
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2 double Nature, viz. it participates equally of
the Nature of metallick Sulphnr and ¥, inti-
mately and infeEarab]y united, whereof the
one reprefents the Male, and the other the
Female ; for which caufe the Philofophers call
it Hermaphrodite, (7. e.) that it is endued
with both Sexes; fo that without having
need of the Mixture of any other thing, it
alone fuffices to produce the philofophick In-
fant, whofe Family may be infinitely multi-
plied inthe fame manner, asa Grain of Wheat
with time and culture may produce a {uffi-
cient Quantity to fow a valt Field.

P RO TS,

If thefe Wonders are as real as they are
probable, one muft confefs, that the Science
which gives the Knowledge of them, and
teaches the Practife, is almoft Supernatural
and Divine ; but not to digrefs from my Au-
thor, pray tell me, whether the Stone be not
very bold to maintain confidently, and with-
out fhewing very pertinent Reafons, ()
T hat without it, no true @ and D can poffi-
bly be made. Gold difputes that quality with
him, and {fuftams himfclf by an Argument,
that carries much of Probability ; he lays
before the Stone its great Imperfections, as |
being a grofs, impure, and venomous Mat-

ter 3
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ter ; and that Go/d on the contrary is a Sub-
ftance pure, and without Fault ; {o that,
methi_nllzs, this high DPretenfion of the
Stone (oppofed by Reafons that appear not
to be without Foundation) deferves to
be furported and proved by Reafons of
Weight. ' |

EUDOXUS.

What I have already faid, is more than
fufficient, to eftablifh to the Stone a Pre-
eminence net only over Gold, but over all
created Things; 1f you confider attentively,
you will fee that the Force of Truth 1s fo
great, that @ in attempting to decry the
Stone by the Defedts it has in 1ts Birthy
though not intending 1t, yet does indeed
eftablith its Superiority, by the moft {olid
Recafons that the Stone it felf could allege
in 1ts own Favour ; for Inftance, Gold con-
fefles -and acknowledges, that the Stone
founds its right of Pre-eminence upon this,
(*) That it is a univerfal Thing. Needs
‘there any more¢ for the Condemnation of ©,
'and to oblige it to give place to the Stone?
You are not ignerant how far univerfal Mat-
ter excels particular Matter.  You have
been {howed that the Stone is the moft
pure Part of the metallick Elements, and

F a4 that
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that by confequence it is the firfs Matter
of the mineral and metallick Gender, and
that when this very fame Matter has been
animated, and made Fruitful by the natu-
ral Union that is made of it with the Mat-
ter purely univerfal, it becomes the vege-
table Stone, alone capable to produce all the,
great Effets that the Philofophers attribute
to the three Medicines of the three Kinds.
There is no need of any flronger Reafons
to defeat, once for all © and ¥ vulgar,
from their imaginary Pretenfions; © and
% , and all other particular Sub{tances, wheres
in Nature finifhes her Operations, whether
they be perfect, or whether they be abfo-
lutely mmperfect, are intirely unprofitable,
or contrary to our Art. :

PTRO PHITIL TS,

I am wholly convinced of it; but, I
know feveral Perfons, who ndicule the
Stone, for pretending to difpute Antiquity
with ©. Our Author here maintains the ;
fime Paradox, and reproves © with want
of refpect to the Stone, in giving the Lie!
(*) to0 owe that 15 older than it felf. Yet asj
the Stone derives 1ts Jl‘igin:ﬂ from the Me--
tals, 1t appcars difficult to me to comprehend i
the Foundation of its Ancientnels.

; TR0 s
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EUD O XS,

There is no difficulty in giving you Sa-
tisfaction as to this Point: Nay, I do wone
der how. you came to form {fuch a doubrt ;
the Stone 1s the firft Matter of the Metals,
and confequently it 1s Prior to ®, and to all
other Metals ; and 1f it derives its Original
from them, or if it takes Birth from their
Deftruction, it does not therefore follow,
that it 1s a Production pofterior to Metals;
but on the contrary, it is Prior to them,
fince 1t 1s the Matter from whence all Me-
tals have been formed. The Secret of the
Art confifts in knowing how to extral
from Metals this firft Matter, or this me=
tallick Germ, which is to vegetate by the
Fecundity of the Philofophick Sea.

PFER P T RS,

T am now convinced of this Truth, and

I find ® to be inexcufable, to be thus
wanting in refpect to his Elder, who has
in its behalf the moft Ancient, and the great-
clt Philofophers. Hermes, Plaro, and Apiffole
are in its Intereft. And every Body knows
them to be unqueftionable Judges in this Cafe.
Permit me only to ask you a Queftion up-
on ¢cach of the Paffages of thofe Philofophers,
bt " whom

#

73



25

The HERMETICAL

whom the Stone has here cited to prove by
their Authority, that it is the only and
true Matter of the wife Men.

The Paffage of the {maragdine Table of
the great Hermes, proves the excellency of
the Stone, in that it {hows that the Stone 1s
endued with two Natures, 7. e. with the
Nature of fuperior Beings, and with that of
inferior Beings ; and rthat thefe two Natures
both alike have one only and the fame Ori-
ginal 5 {o that we muft conclude, that they
(being perfectly united in the Stone) compofe
a third Being of an mexprefhible Virtue : But
I know not whether you will be of my Sen-
uments, as to the Tranflation of this Paflage,
and the Commentary of Eortulanns., One
reads after thefe words ; 7 har svhbich is below, is
as that which is on bigh 5 and that which is on
kigh, is as that which is below. One reads, (*)
(1 fay,) To do the Adiracies of one only T bing.
For my part, Itakeit, that the Latin Original
has quite another Senfz, for the greibus, Wﬁich
makes the Connexion of the laft Words
with the preceeding, fignifics, T hat by thefé
Zhings, (that is to fay, by the Union of
thele two Natures) ome does the Miracles of
one Thing. The to, of which the Tran-
flator and Commentator do make Ufe, de-
{troys the Senfe and the Reafon of a Paf-

' fage,
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fage, that of it felf is very proper and in-
telligible.  Tell me, if you pleate, whether
my Remark be well foundccii

£ U ENOGK. T18E
Your Remark 1s not only right, but it is
alfo important. I confefs, I had made no
RefleCtion upon it 5 in this you fpoil the
Proverb, For bhere the Scholar ontdoes the

Mafter. But as T had read the Emerald
Table oftner in Latin than in French, the

fault of the Tranflation, and of the Com-
mentary, had raifed no fort of doubt in
me, as it may do in thofe who read only in
French this fummary of the fublime Philo-
{ophy of Hermes. Indeed the fuperior and
inferior Natures are not alike to work Mi-
racles ; but it 1s becaufe they are alike, that
one can do by them the Miracles of one
only Thing. You may fee now that I am
altogether of your Sentiment in this.

PrRORBHILUS

I am then mightily well pleafed wich my

| Remark ; Tdoubted whether it might deferve
your Approbation 5 but I affure my felf af-
ter that, that the Children of the Science will
alfo thank me to have drawn from you up-
on this Subjcct an Explication that will quef-
“ - tionlefs
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26.

tionlefs fatisfy the Difciples of the great:
Hermes.. There is no doubt but that the:
Learned driffatle perfectly underftood this;
great Art. What he has written of 1t, 15;
an evident Proof he did fo; and in this;
difpute the Stone has the skill to make:
ule of the Authority of this great Philofo- -
phers by a Paflage that contains its moft {ine»
gular, and moft furprizing Qualities. Have?
the Goodnefs, if you pleafe, to tell me, how
you underftand this; (¥) 1t weds it ﬁ'{ﬂ,i
it 48 wirh Child by it felfs and it is Born of it
i

£ U - DO X -5
The Stone wweds it felf 5 in as much
m 1ts firft Generation, it 1s Nature alor?;
aflifted by Art, that makes the perfect Unied
on of the two Subftances, which give it Be
ing, from which Union there refults at
the fame tune the effential Depuration of;
the Metallick Sulphnr and Mercury. An
Union and Marriage {o natural, that th
Artift who lends his Hands to it in difpo-
fing all things requifite, can give no Demon
ftration of 1t by the Rules of Art; fince
he cannot even fo much as well compres

hend the Myftery of this Union,

Th
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/
The Stone 35 with Child by it felf 5 when
Art continuing to affift Nature, by mere
natural Means, puts the Stone in the Dif-
pofition requifite for it, to impregnate it
felf with the Aftral Seed, which renders 1t
fruitful, and gives it the Power of mult- -
plying its kind.
T he Stome is Born of it [elf 5 becaufe after
 having wedded it felf; and after being with
Child by it {lf; Art doing nothing elfe than
to afift Nature; by the continuance of a
Heat neceflary to Generationy 1t takes 2
new Birth from it felfy jult as the Phanix
is born again from its Afhes; it becomes
the Son of the Sun, the univerfal Medi-
cine of all Things, that have Life, and the
truc living Gold of the Philofophers 3 which
by the continuance of the Help of the Art,
and the Miniftry of the Artilt, acquires in
a little time the Royal Diadem, and the fo=
vereign Power over all his Brethren.

EY BB H L LS
I very well conceive; that upon the fame
| Principles, 1t1s not difficult to comprehend alt
. the other Quualities, that Ariffotle attributes to
_ the Stoney As to kill it felf s to veaffume Life of
i [Blf; to bediffolv’d of it fCif in its owm Blood,
to codgnlate it [Clf therewish a-new and{in
g
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fine to acquire all the Properties of the
philofophick Stone. Nor do I now find
any difficulty in the Paflage of Plaro. I
mntreat you, neverthelefs, that you will
pleafe to tell me, what that Ancient Phile—

27. fopher and his Followers meant by this, (¥))
7 bat the Stone bas a Body, a Sonl, and m
Spirit, and that all T hings are of it, by ity andi
in it

LD QX .S,

According to natural Order, Plato oughts
to have preceded Ariffotle, who was his Scﬁo-u-
lar, and from whom probably he learnt thes
fecret Philofophy, wherein he was very defi--
rous that Alexander the Grear fhould believes
him perfectly inftructed ; if one may be al-
lowed to judge of it by certain Paffages in theq
Writings of this Philofopher, but however, |
fuch order is of no mighty Importance, if’
therefore you well examine the Paffage of’
Plato, and that of Arifforle, you will not}
find them much different in Senfe : Butd
yet to give you the Satisfaction of an An-
{wer to the Queftion you ask me, Iwill on-
ly tell you, that the Sroze has a Body, in as:
muchas it is, as I have told you before, a Sub-
ftance wholly metallick, which gives it the
Ponderofity ; that it hath a Soul, which is|
| ~ the
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the moft pure Subftance of the Elements, in
which confifts its Fixity, and its Permanen-
cy ; that it hatha Spirit, which makes the U-
nion of the Soul with the Body, which [Soul]
it acquires particularly frem the Influence
of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin-
Ctures. Norwillyou find it very hard to cOn=
ceive, T hat all T hings are of it, lfl} ity and in
it 5 fince youhave already feen, that the Store
is not only the firft Matter of all Beings
contained 1 the mineral and metallick Fa-
mily, but that it 1s alfo united to the uni-
verfal Matter, from whence all Things have
taken Birth ; and this is the Foundation of
thofe laft Attributes that Plare gives to the
Stonc.

PE RO PH AL AT S

As I perceive that the Stome not only
attributes to it {elf the univerfal Properties
but that it pretends alfo, (*) Thar tie Suc- 2.8,
cefs thar fome Artifts bave bad on certain par~
ticular Proceffesy is only owing o it 5 L muft
confefs, that I do not well underftand how

| that can be.

E T B0 X LTS,
And yet this Philofspher explains it pret-
ty clearly 5 b fays, that fome Arufts 1{:]’«.0
1ave
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have imperfectly known the Srone, and have
alfo known but a part of the Work, having
yet wrought witﬁ the Stone, and found
means to {eparate its Spirit, which conrains
its Tinture, they have fucceeded fo far as
to communicate fome Parts of it to imper=
fe&t Metals, which have APﬁni?f with the
Stome; but that not having a full Under-
ﬁar’iding of 1its Virtues, nor of the manner
of working with it, their Labour has not

turned to any grear Account ; and even of
thefe Artifts the Number 1s very {mall.

PYrR OP'HEL TS

It is natural to conclude from what you
have told me, that there are Perfons who
have the Srone in their Hands, wichout
knowing all its Virtues; or if they knew
them, yet they are ignorant how to work
with it to fucceed in perfetting the gredt
Work, and that this Ignorance is ‘the
Caufe that their Labours are not crowned
with Succefs. Pray tell me, 1t it be not
thus.

Frota it e
Without doubt many Artifts have the
Stone n their Pofleflion ; fome defpife it as
a mean Thing, others admire ic, becaufe i}f
the
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the Charalters, in fome fort fupernatural,
which 1t carries in its Birth, and yet without
knowing all its Value. There are, in fine,
‘who are not ignorant of its being the true
Subject of Philofophy ; but the Operations
which the Sons of Art are to make upon this
noble Subject, are intirely unknownto them;
becaufe they are not taught in Books, and
becaufe all Philofophers hude this admirable
Art which converts the Stoxze into the Aer-
czry of Philofophers, and which teaches to
make the philofophick Stome of this Meycury.
This firft Work 1s the Secret one, toud{-
ing which the Sages declare themfelves on-
Iy in Allegories, and by impenetrable Enig-
ma's, or elle are wholly filent in it. And
this as I have told you, is the great Block,
at which almoft all Artifts ftumble.

PPROPHTILTS

Happy thofe that are Malters of fo great
Knowledge ! For my part, T can’t flatter
my felf to be arrived at fo high a Point ;
but I find my {elf ata Lofs to know how
to thank you enough, for having given me
all the Inftructions that I could reafonably
efire of you, upon the moft effential Points
f this Philofophy, and indeed upon all
hole Points, touching which you have been

G pleafed

 ph i i Dl T i

g1
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plealed to return Anfwers to my Queftions ;
I carneftly intreat you not to grow weary,
for I have ftill fomething to ask you, which
{eems to me to be of very great confequence.
"This Phitofopher aflures, that the Error of thofe-
who have wrought with the Srone, and have
29. not fucceeded, procecds (¥) from their not
baving kpown the Original, from whence the
Tinclures come. 1t the Source of this philo~
fophical Fountain be {o fecret, and {o diffi-
cult to difcover ; it 1s certain, that there
arc very many deceived ; for it is generally
believed, that Metals and Mingrals, and par-
ticularly Gold, contain in their Center this

"Tinture, which 1s capable to tranfmute the
unperfect Metals.

E 0D 0 LS

This Source of vivifyine Water, Zs be-
fore the Eyes of ak the Worldy {ays Cofrmspo-
litey, and fow Men know it.  Gold, Silvers
Metals, and Minerals, contain not a Tin-
¢turc able to multiply to Infinity, there are
none but the living Metals of the Philefo-
phers that have obtained from Art and Na-
ture this multiplying Faculty : And it is
certain, that there are none but thofe who
are perfectly enlightned in the philofophick
Myltery, that know the true Original ;)f :
- the!
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le TinCtures. You are not of the Num-
xr of thofe, who are ignorant whence the
bilofophers draw their Treafures, without
ar of draining the Source. T have told you
carly, and without Ambiguity, that the
¢aven, and the Stars, but particularly the
w2 and AZoon are the Principles of this Foun-
n of living Water, which is alone proper to
erate all the Wonders that you know. Tt is
is that makes Cofrisgpolite fay in his Enigma,
it 1n the delicious e, of which he gIves
2 Defcription, there was no Water, and
d that all the Water that was attempred
be brought thither by Engines, and by
Ty Was cither ufelefs or poifoncd,  except
€ owhich fome few Perfons knew how to exe
& from the Rays of the Sun, or of the
oom. The Means to make this Water to
cend from Heaven is truly wonderful ;
s In the Stone, which contains the central
ater, which is indeed one fole and the fame
ung with the ccleftial Water, but the Se-
= confifts in the knowing how to make the
ne become 2 Magnet; to atua&, embrace,
unite this Aftral Quineffence 1o it felf,
s to make together but one {ole Effence,
le& and more than perfed, able 0 give
feCtion o the imperfect, after the Ac-
pltthment of the Magiftery,
- (; % 2 TR G:
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3C.

PYROPHILTD S.

How many and great are my Obligatil
ons to you, that you are pleafed to reved
to me fo great Myfteries, to whofe Knowy
ledge I could never hope to attain, with
out the Afliftance of your Elucidations;
But fince you are pleafed to indulge mi
continuance, permit me, if you pleale, :}
tell you, that I never faw any Philofoph
till nows who fo precifely declares as th
does, that there muft be a Wife given 1
the Stong, making it to that end fpeak -
this manner. (¥) If thefe Artifts had carvi
their Enquiry forther, and had cxamined whiy
is the Wife who is proper for me 5 if they by
fought her onts and had nnited me to h{r,_
bhad been able to bave tinged a thoufand T
smove. Although I am fenfible in gener
that this Paffage has an entire Relation
the former ; yet, I muft confefs, that t!
Expreflion of a Wife, proper for the Sto
does notwithftanding perplex me.

EU DU VD,

It is very much, however, that you kn¢
alrcady of your felf; that this Paffage ha
Connexion with that which I but juft

fore explained to you, 4 e. that you ¥

Yy
Ih
Pl
I
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apprehend, that the Wife which is proper
for the Stone, and which ought to be united
to it, is that Fountain of living Water,
whofe Source altogether Celeftial, which
hath particularly its Center in the Sun, and
in the Moon, produces that clear and pre-
cious Stream or Rivulet of the wife Men,
which gently flides into the Sea of the Phi-
lofophers, which environs all the World ; it
is not without very good Reafon, that this
ivine Fountain 15 called by the Author,
he Wife of the Stone; fome have repre-
ented it under the Form of a heavenly
ymph ; fome give it the Name of the
halte Dians, whofe Purity and Virginity
not defiled by the fpiritual Banf that
nites it to the Stone : In a word, this
agnetick Connexion is the magical Marri-
ge of Heaven and Earth, whereof {ome
bilofophers have fpoken ;3 fo that the fruit-
ul Source of the phyfical TinCture, that
erforms {o great Wonders, takes Birth from
his altogether myfterious conjugal Union.

Py @'p B LA S,
I find with an unfpeakable Satisfaction the
hole Effe& of the Elucidations, you have
een pleafed to impart to me ; and f{ince we

upon this Point, I defire your leave to
G 3 ask

'35-'*
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ask you a Queftion, whichthough it rii
not from the Text of this Author, is y
effential to this Subjet. I befeech you :
tell me, whether the magical Marriage «
Heaven and Earth can be celebrated at an
time ¢ Or whether there be Seafons of ti
Year more proper than others to folemnij
thofe magical Nuptials 2

ELUD O X1LS
I am already gone too fir, to refuy

reafonable.  Divers Philofophers have tor
the Seafon of the Year, which is the mdf
proper for this Operation.  Some have mas
no Myftery of it 5 others more refervi
have not cxplined themfelves upon tl
Point, but by Parables. The grﬁ hay
named the Month of Adarch, and the Sprin
Zachary, and other Philofophers fay, tl
they begun the Work at Eaffer, and i
they finifhed it happily within the Conl
of the Year. Others are contented wi
veprefenting the Garden of Hefperides e
melled with Flowers, and particularly wi
#iolets and Primrofes, whicE are the earl
Productions of the Spring.  Cofrropolite ma
ingenious than the reft to indicate, that
Seafon the moft proper for the philofophi

R Wos
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Work, is that wherein all living Beings,
fenfitives and vegetables, appear animated with
a new Fire, which carries them reciprocally
to Love, and to the Multiplication of their

Kinds ;5 he fays, that Penus is the Godde[s of

this charming Ifle, wherein he faw naked all
- the Myfteries of Nature ; but to denote
more precifely this Scafon, he fays, Thee
 there swere [een feeding in the Paftures, Rams
and Bulls, wwith tawo young Shepherds, expref-
. {ing clearly in this witty Allegory, the three
{pring Months, by the three ccleftial Signs,
anfwering to them, viz. Aries, Taurns, and
Gemini,

PrRorf il s

I am ravithed with thefe Interpretations.
Thofe who are greater Proficients in thele
Myfteries than T am, LFerha];:-s may not put
{0 great a Value as I do on the Solution of
the Enigma’s, whofc Senfe has notwith-
ftanding been hitherto 1m enetrable to ma-
ny of thofc, who in other Refpets are
fuppofed to have very well underftood the
Philofephers. 1 am perfuaded that one oughe
‘very much to efteem fuch an Inftruction,
‘it being capable to make one fee clear into
other more important Obfcurities ; indeed
few would imagine, that the Piolers and
E G 4 Hya-
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Hyacinths of Efpagner, and the horned Beaft

of the Garden of Fefperides ; and the Houfe

of the Ram of Cofmoapolites and of Philaléthe;

the Ifle of the Goddefs Vemss, the two

Shepherds, and the reft that you but now

explained, fhould fignify the Seafon of the

Spring. I am not the only Perfon who

ought to give you a thoufand Thanks, that

you have been pleafed to unfold chefe My-

fteries ;3 I am affured, that in Procefs of’
Time, there will be found a greater Nums-
ber of the Sons of Science, who will blefs

your Memory for hﬂvh&g opened their Eyes |
upon a Point more cffential to this grand |
Art, than they would otherwife have been

Inclined to imagine.

EvbianD. X U .S

You have Reafon in that, one cannot:
be affured that one underftands the Philo- -
Jopkers, without having an entire under-4
ftanding of the leaft Things that they have:
written. The Knowledge of the Seafon |
proper to begin the Work, is of no lictle:
confequence; the fundamental Reafon there--
of is this. Whereas, the Sage undertakeq

to perform by our Art, a TEing which 1
above the ordinary Force of Nature, as
to foften a Srore, and to caufe a merallicky

| : Germyl
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Germ to vegetate ; he finds himfelf indif-
Rf/:lnfably obiiged to enter by a profound

editation into the moft {ecret Recefles of
Nature, aud to make ufe of plain, but efh-
cacious Means that fhe furnifhes him with-
all ; now you ought not to be ignorant,
that Nature fiom the beginning of the
Spring, to renew it {clf; and to put all the
Seeds that are in the Bofom of the Earth
into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im-
pregnates all the A that environs the Earth,
with a moveable and fermentatious Spirit,
which derives its Original from the Father
of Nature ; it is properly a {ubtile Nitre,
which gives the fertility of the Earth,
whereof it is the Soul, and which Cofmopolize
calls the Salt-Petre of the Philofophers. It i1s
therefore in this prolifick Sealon, that the
wife Artift, to make his metallick Sced to
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, mouftens it, wa=
ters it with this prolifick Dew, and gives
it as much of it to drink as the weight of
Nature requires ; after this manner the phi-
lofophick Germ concentring the Spirit in
its Bofom, is animated and vivyhed by it
and acquires the Propertic which are Effen-
tial to its becoming the vegetable and multi-
plying Stone. I hope you will be ﬁltisﬁcg

¢
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ed with this Reafoning, which is founded
on the Laws and Principles of Nature.

P ¥ RAOP-HE LTS,

It 15 impoflible for any to be more fatis-
fied than I am; you give me that Light
that the Philofophers have hidden under an
impenctrable Vail, and you tell me Things
fo important, that T would willingly pufh
on my Queftions, to draw what Bencfit I
could {rom the Goodnefs you have, to dif-
guife me nothing, but not to trefpafs tco
far upon you; I return to the Paffage of
my Author, where the Stose maintains to
Gold and Adercury, that it is impoffible to
make a true Union of their two Subftan-
ces 3 becaufe, fays the Stowe, (*) Thar Jos
are 1ot one an!) B{?ﬂj}', bur two Bodies toge=

rther ; and by confequence yor are contrary, i

the Laws of Nature be confidered. 1 know
very welly that the Penctration of Subftan-
ces, not being polhble according to the
Laws of Nature; f{o neither is their perfet
Union poflibley and that in this Senfe two
Bodies are contrary to one another ; ‘yet as
almolt all the Philofophers aflure, that Mer-
exry 15 the firft Marcter of Metals; and that
according to Geber, it is not a Body, but
a Spuit that penetrates Bodies, and parti-

cularly
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cularly that of Geld, for which it has a vi-
fible Sympathy ; 1s 1t not likely, that thefe
two Subftances, this Body, and this Spirit,
may: be perfeétly united, to make but one
only and the fame Thing of one and the
{fame Nature ¢

EAI DA L LIS,

Remark that, there are two FErrors in
your Reafoning; the firft in that you fup-
pofe, that common Mercury is the firlt
and {ole Matter, whereof Metals are form-
ed in the Mines, which 1s not fo. Mevcrery
15 a Metal, which having lefs Sulphur, and
lefs terrene Impurity than other Metals,
remains liquid, and running; it unites with
Metals, and particularly with Gold, as being
the purelt of all; and is united lefs eafily
with the other Mewls, in proportion as
they are morc or lefs impure in their na-
tural Compofition. © You muft therefore
know, that there is a firft Matter of
Metals, whereof Mercury it felf is form-
ed ; 1t 1s a vi{cous, and mercurial Water,
which 1s the Water of cur Stone.  And
this is the Sentiment of the true Philofo-
Pi}fﬂ.

I thould be too prolix, if T fhould hera
fec forth every particular that can be faid

; upon

Q1
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upon this Subjed. I proceed to the fecond
Hrror of your Reafoning, which confifts
in that you imagine, that common Mercery
is a metallick Spirit, which according to
Geber, can nteriourly penetrate and tinge
Metals, be united and remain with them,
after it fhall have been artificially fixt.
But you muft confider, that Adercary is
not called Spirit by Geber, but from its
flying the Fire, becaufe of the Mobility of
its homogenous Subftance ; neverthelefs, that
properly hinders not its being a metallick
Body, which for that Reafon can never be
. {o*perfectly united with another Metal, as
' not to be always feparated from it, when-
ever it finds it felf prefled by the Ac-
tion of the Fire. Expericnce makes good
this Reafoning, and therefore the Stone 1s
m the right to maintain again{t Gold, that
there never can be made a perfe® Union

of it with Mercury.

Bl R OPIRI & 5

I comprehend very well, that my Rea-
foning was Erroncous, and to tell you the
Truth, Iceuld never imagine, that common
Mercwry was the firlt Matter of Metals ;
though divers grave Philofsphers lay down
that Truth, for one of the Foundations of

' : : the
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the Art. And Iam perfivaded, that one
cannot find in Mines, the true firft Matter
of Metals, feperated from metallick, Bodies; it
is but a Vapour, a vilcous Water, an in-
vifible Spirit, and I beheve, 1n a Word,
that the Seed 1is not to be found but in the
Fruit. I can’t tell whether T fpeak proper-
ly, but Itake this to be the true Senfe of
the Inftrutions you-have given me.

EUDOXUS.

One cannot have better comprehendeds
than you have done thefe Truths known
to {o few. It isa Satisfz€tion to talk freel
with you, concerning the philefophical My-
fleries. W hat further Queftuons have you
to ask me ¢ -

BY R OuPHE LTSS

Does not the Stome contradi& it {elf,
when it fays, (*) Thar with an imperfiit Bo- 32|
dy, it bas a conflant Sonl, and a penetrating T in-
¢trre 7 Methinks thefe two great Perfections
are mconfiftent with an imperfe@ Bedy.

EWUDOXUS.

One would fay here, that you have al-
ready forgetten a fundemental Truth, of
which vou were fully convinced before ;

' recoll
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recollect your felf; that if the Body of
the Stone were not imperiet with an Im-
perfeGtion, neverthelefs, wherein Nature has
not fintthed her Operation, one could not
there feek for, and much lefs could cone be
able to find PerfeCtion there. This bemng
laid down, it will be very cafy for you to
judge, that the conftancy of thic Soul, and the
Perte&ion of Tin&ure, are not actually ; ner
In a State to manifef} chemfclves in the Stone,
fo long as it remains in its imperfet Being ;
but then, when by the continuance of the
Work, the Subftance of the Srore hath paf-
{ed from ImperfeCtion to Perfeion, and
from Perfetion to plufguas PerfeGion, the
conftancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of
the Tincture of its Spirit, arc brought from
potentiality 1nto Art; fo thar the Soul, the
Spirit, and the Body of the Stoxe, being
cqually exalted, compofeone whole [ Thing |
of a Nature, and ofa Virtue incomprehenfible,

P& R OvPAH L1 8
Since my Quellions give occafion to
your {peaking Things fo extraordinary, I
beg you not to take it amifs, that I conti-
nu¢ my Enquiries. T was always perfiad-
ed, that the Srome of the Philsfs obers was 4
real Subltaace, falling under the Senfes, yet

i per-
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I perceive this Author affures the coNtrarys,
1 faying, (*) Our Stone is Invifible. 1 af-
fure you, that whatever gocod Opinion 1
may have of this Philofopher, he muft in

this Point give me leave not to be of his
Sentiment.

EIED O: X ELS.

- And yet, I hope, to reconcile you quick-
ly to it. "This Philofopher is not the only one
- who ufes this fort of Language ; che greater
Part of them fpeak after the fame manner
as he does 5 and to tdl you the Truch,
our Stone 1s properly Invifible, as well in
regard of its Matter, as in regard of its
Form. In regard of its Matter 3 becaufe,
-although our Stone, or our Merenry (for
~ there 1s no difference) does really exift, it
s yet true, that ic appears not to our Eyes ;
at lealt, not unlels the Arufts lend his
Hand to Nature to help her to bring {orth
_ this philofophical Production ;3 and this

made Coftmopolite {ay, That I‘fﬂﬁ_Sﬁ?ﬁEi‘ of oner

Plilofopby bath a veal Exiffence 5 bur thas it
# ot 10 be feeny bur when it pleafes the
tift 10 make it appear.

The Stone 1s Likewife no lefs Invifible in
regard of its Form ; I call here its Form,
the Prnciple of its admirable Faculties, for

: this
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this Principle, this Energy of the Stone,
and that Spirit in which refides the Efficacy
of its Tincture, 1s a pure Aftral impal-
able Effence, that does not manifeft it {elf
| Eut by the furprifing Effetts 1t produces.
The Philafophers often fpeak of their Stone,
as confidered in that Senfe.  FAlerwzes under-
{tands it fo, when he fays, That the Wind
carries it in its Belly 5 and Cofmopolite 1s
not remote from this Father of Philofo-
phy, when he aflures, T'har onr Subjelt is
before the Eyes of all the World ; that no
Body can live withost it 5 that all Creatnres
make nfe of it bmt tha fow perceive it
Well then, are you not of your Author’s
Sentiment, and muft you not confefs, that
in whatfoever manner you confider the’
Stone, it 1s truly faid to be Invifible.

PiXiR Ol B LTS,

I muft have neither Senfe nor Reafon,
if T thould not confent to a Truth, that
you make me as it were, touch with my
Finger, unfolding to me at the fame time,
the moft obfcure, and molt myfterious Senfe
of the philofophical Writings. I find my
{elt {o illuminated by what you tell me,
that, methinks, the moft obfcure Authors
will be no lenger dark tome ; T fhall, hows

CVery
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ever, be obliged to yous if you pleafe to
tell me your OFinion concerning the Pro-
pofition that this Author advances 5 (¥) 34.
T har it is not poffible to acqmire the Poffeffion

of the philofophical Mercury, otherwife than

by the Means of two Bodies, wwhereof the one
cannot receive Perfection swithont the other.
This Paffage feems to me {o pofitive, and

{fo precife, that I doubt not, but that it is
fundemental in the Pratice of the Work.

B UPD XU &

. There is none moft certainly more fun-
damental, fince this Philofopher tells you
in this Paffage, how the Stone is form’d,
on which is founded all our Philofophy ;
our Mercury or our Stone does indeed
take Birth from two Bodies ;5 but Note,
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo-
dies which produces our AMercury, or our
Stone : For I have juft fhewn you, that
Bodics are contraries, and there can Le
no perfect Union made of them ; but our
Stone on the contrary is born from the
Deftruction of two Bodies, which acting
onz upon the other, as the Male and the
#Femalc, or as the Body and the Spirit, af-
ter a manner no lefs Natural t}han In-
lcomprehen(ible to the Artift, who lends it
H the
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the requifite Help, do intirely ccafe to be:
that which they were before, to bring forth:
a Produ&ion of a miraculous Nature and|
Original, and which hath all the neceflary
Difpofitions to be carried by Arrand Nature,,
from Perfection to Perfection, to a fovereigny
Degree, which is above Nature it felf. |

Remark alfo, that thofe two Bodies:
which deftroy themfelves, and confound!
themf{tlves one in the other for the Produs
&ion of a third Subftance, and of whomi
the one holds the place of Male, and the:
other of Female, in this new Generation,.
are two Agents, who ftripping themfelvesi
of their grofleft Subftance n this Action,,
change their Nature to bring forth a Son,,
of an Original more noble, and more
illuftrious than the Parents that give him
Being, and in being Born, he carries vifi~
ble Marks, that evidently fhew, that Hea-
ven prefided at his Birth.

Remark, moreover, that our Stone 1§
born again many {everal Times, but that i
every one of its new Births it {till draws its
Rife from two Things. You have been
juft now fhown how it begins to be born ol
two Bodies; you have feen that it efpoufes
a celeftial Nymph, after it has been ftript
of its terreftrial Form, to make but onc

fol
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. and fame Thing with her ; you muft
»w alfo, that after the Stone hath appear-
2 new, under a terreftrial Form, 1t muft
in be Married to a Spoufe of its own
od ; o that there are ftill two Things
ich produce one [ Thing] only of one fole
| fame Kind ; and as it 13 a certain Truths h
t in all the different States of the Stone, |
two Things that are united to give it |
ew Birth, come from one fole and fame
ing ; it is alfo upon this Foundation of
ture, that Cofmopolite fupports an incon-
lable Truth in our Philofophy, that is
fay, That of one is made two, and of two
s in which all Operations, Natnial and Phi-
phicaly are terminated withosnt any Poffibili-

of going further.

R OERITL LS,

How abftrufe foever thefe fublime Truths
, you render them fo intelligible, and
palpable to me, that T conceive them
oft as diftinétly, as if they were mathe-
1cal Demonftrations.  Permit me, if you
bfe, to make fome further Enquiry, that
‘may have no further remaining Scru-
about the Interpretation of this Author.
ve very well comprehended, that the

1€ born of two Subftances of one fame
['I p/ Kiﬂdﬂ
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Kind, is one whole Homogeneity and -
third Being, endued with two Natures
which rendtér it of it {elf fole fufficient to th
Generation of the Son of the Sun ; but ye
I do not very well comprehend, how th
_ Philofoprer underftands, (¥) That the o

Thing whereof the univer(al Medicine 15 m
is the Waters and the Spirit of the Body.

EUDOXUS.

You would find the Senfe of this Paffa;
(elf-evident, if you did but recolleCt 'y
{AIf, that the firlt and moft important O
ration of the Pra@ice of the firit W ork,
10 reduce into Water that Body, which
our Stone, and that this is the mofl Sec
Point of our Myfteries. I have f{hew
you, that this Water muft be vivified
fertilized by an aftral Seed, and by a ¢
{tial Spurit, wherein refides the whole E:
cacy of the phyfical Tincture : So tha
you well reflect upon it, you will co
that there is no Truth in our Philofop:
more evident than what your Author
-dvances, 7. ¢ that one only Thing, wh:
of the Sage hath need to make all Thin
7c mo other than the Water and the Spirit o
Body. The Water is the Body, and
Soul of our Subjet, and the aftral Sec
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the Spirit of it ; and it is therefore that
the Philofophers aflure, that their Matter has
a Body, a Soul, and_a Spirit.

PTROPHILUS.

1 confefs my Inattention, and that had

I well confidered, I had formed no mane

ner of doubt upon this Paflage ; but here is
other, which, however, is no great Sub-

ject of Scruple ; but IlEVEl‘th@lE(SB, I could

wifh to know your Senfe of thofe Words,

iz. that the only Thing which is the

ubje& of the Art, and has not its like in

he World; (*) is yer vile, and to be had 36.

or listle coff.

E U B nllb,

| This Matter, {o precious by the excellent
Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, is
truly mean, with regard to the Subftances
from whence it derives its Original. Their
Price is not above the Ability of the Poor.
Ten Pence is more than f{ufficient to pur-
chafe the Matter of the Stone. But the
Inftruments, and the Means that are necefs
fary to purfue the Operations of the Art,
require gme fort of Expence; which makes
\Geber fay, That the Work_is wot for the Poor.
| The Matter thercfore is mean, confidering
| : H 3 the
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the Foundation of the Art becaufe it coft:
but very little; it is no lefs mean, if one con-
fiders exteriourly that - which gives it Per-
fection, fince in that regard it cofts nothing
at all, in as much as al% the World has it ir
its Power, fays Cofmopolitc ; {o that whe-
ther you diftinguith thefe Things, or,whe-
ther you confound them, as the Philofipher.
do, to deceive the Sot and the Ignorant, it i
a conftant Truth, that the Stone is a Thin

mean in one Senfe, but that in another it 1«
moft precious, and that there are none bus
Fools that defpife it, by a jult Judgmem
of God. | |

PR OPHILUS
I fhall now be quickly as well inftru@e
as I can with ; do me only the Favour tc
tell me, how one may know which is th
true way of the Philofophers 5 becaufe the
defcribe many different, and often in Ap-
pearance contrary. Their Books are fille
with an Infinity of various Operations ;
Conjunctions, Calcinations, Mixtions, Se
parations, Sublimations, Diftillations, Coa-
oulations, Fixations, Deficcations, concern-
- ng cach of which they make whole Chap
ters 5 which throws the Artifts into fuch a
Labyrinch, that "tis fearce poffible for them ta
cxtricatd
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extricate themfelves This Philofopher, me-
thinks, infinuates, that"as in this grear Arrt,
there 1s but one Thing ; {o neither 1s there
but one way, for which he gives no other
Reafon but this ;5 he fays, (*) T'hat the So-
Intion of the Baaj' is not made but in its own
Blood, 1 find not any Thing in this whole
Treatife, wherein your Inftructions may
prove more neceffary to me, than upon this
Point, which concerns the Pradice of the
Work, upon which all thesPhilofophers make
Profeflion of Silence: Ibefeech you, there-
fore, not to deny me your Directions in

fo needful a Pount.

EBAUr g s,

It is- not without a great deal of Reafon
that you make me this Requeft, it Regards
the effential Point of the Work, and I could
heartily wifh it were in my Power to anfwer
¢ as diftinétly to this, as I have done to divers
1 of your other Queftions. 1 proteft to you,

that I have every where told you the Truth ;
fand I will ftill continue to do fo ; but you
know, that the Myfteries of our facred
i Sciences may not be taught, but in myfte-
drious Terms : I will, however, tell you
{ without any Ambiguity, that the general
f Intention of our Art, is exaltly to purify,

' H 4 and
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and to fubtilize a Matter of it feif unclean |
and grofs. And this 15 a moft important
Truth, that deferves you fhould make Re-
fleCtion upon it.

Remark, that to attain this End, many
Operations are requifite, which tending all
bur to one and the fame Scope, are not 1n the
main confidered by the Philofophers, but as:
one fole and fame Operation diverfly con-
tinued. Obferve, that Fire {eparates at furft
the heterogenous Parts, and conjoins the ho-
mogenous Parts of our Stone ; that the fecret
Fire produces afterwards the fame Effect;;
but more efficacioufly in introducing into
the Matter a fiery Spirit, which opens in-
teriourly the fecret Gate which fubtilizes and
fublimes the pure Parts, feparating them
from thofe that are terreftrial and aduftible.
The Solution which 1s afterwards made by
the Addition of the aftral Quinteffence,
which animates the Stone, makes a third
Depuration of it, and Diftillation compleats
it entirely ; thus purifying and {ubtilizing the
Stone by many different Degrees, to which
the Philofophers ufe to give the Names of as:
many {everal Operations, and of Converfi=
on of Flements, it is exalted to that Per-
feCtion, which is the nigheft Difpofition to
conduct it to plufguam Perfettion, by a

Regimen
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Regiment proportioned to the final Intene
tion of the Art, that is to fay, unto per-
fect Fixtion. You fee now, that to {peak
properly, there is but one way, as there is
but one Intention in the firff Work, and
that the Philofophers defcribe not many ways,
but becaufe they confider the different De-
grees of Depurations, as fo many Operati-
ons, and different Ways, with defign (as
your Author very well Remarks,) to con-
ceal this admirable Art.

As to the Words by which your Au-
thor concludes, 7. e. that the Solution of
the Body is not made but in its own Blood ;
I muft make you obferve that in our Art,
there is in three different Times, three ef=
fential Solutions made, wherein the Body
1s not diffolved but in its own Blood, and
that is in the Beginning, in the Middle,
and at the End of the Work ; take good
Notice of this. T haye already thewed you,
that in the principal Operations of the Art,
there are always two Things which produ-
ces one, that of thofe two Things, one
{upplies the place of the Male, and the
other of the Female ; one is the Body,
. the other is the Spirit :  You muft ma{e
here the Application of it, 4 e. that in
the three Solutions that I mention to yﬂlu,

the
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the Male and the Female, the Body and
the Spirit, are no other Thing, but the
Body and the Blood, and that thefe two
Things are of one fame Nature, and of
one fame kind ; fo that the Solution of the
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of
the Male by the Female, and that of the
Body by its Spirit. And this is the order
of thefe three important Solutions.

In vain you would attempt by Fire the
true Solution of the Male in the firft Ope-
ration, you could never fucceed in it, with-
out the Conjunétion of the Female; it is
in their mutual Embraces that they con-
found and change each other, to produce
one whole Homogeneiry, different from
them both. You would in vain open and
fublime the Body of the Stone, it would be
intirely ufelefs to you, unlefs you made it
eff oufg the Wife which Nature hath defign-
ed for it ; the is chat Spirir, Som whence
the Body hath drawn its ﬁr{’c\Qrigina];
which Body diflolves therein as Ice does
at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has
very well Remarked. In fine, you would
attempt in vain to make the perfe& Soluti=
on of the fame Body, if you {hould not
reiterate upon it the Affufion of its proper
Blood, which is its natural Mesflramm, its

Wife,
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Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith
it {o intimately unites, that from thence-

forch they become but one fole and fame
Subftance.

ErRoEHI I Lr 5%

After all this which you have revealed to
me, T have nothing more to ask youabout the
Interpretation of this Author. I do very
well comprehend all the other Advantages
that he afcribes to the Stone, more than to
Gold and Mercrry. 1 do alfo conceive how
the Fxcefs of the Rage of thefe two Cham-
pions, tranfported them to join their Forces,
to vanquifh the Stone by Arms, not being
able to fubdue it by Reafon; but how is
it to be underftood, Thar the (*) Stone 39.
devour’d them, and Sfwallowed them both #ps
Jo that there remain’ d nor any Track_of them.

BT OX1] 5

Know you not that the great Hermes
fays, That the Stone is the ftrong  Force of
all Forces ; for it will vanguifb all [(#b-
tile Things, and will penctrate every  folid
Thing.  And your Author expreifes the
very {ame Thing here in other Terms to
teach you, that the Power of the Stone
s fo great, that nothing is able to refift it.
It
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It furmounts indeed all the imperfect Metals,
trapfmuting them into perfe&t Metals 1n
fuch a manner, that there remains no Tract
of what they were before.

P00 P H LU $

I very well comprehend thefe Reafons,
and yet I have ftill remaining one doubt
touching perfeét Metals ; Gold, for Exam-
ple, 1s a Metal conftant and perfect, which,
therefore, methinks, the Stone fhould not
be able to devour.

s il By Bt g 6

Your doubt is groundlefs ; for as the
Stone, ftrictly {peaking, does not devour
imperfeét Metals, but fo changes their Na-
ture, that there remains nothing to know by
what they were before ; fo tgﬁe Stone not
being able to deftroy Gold, nor to tranfmute
itinto a more perfet Metal, tranfmutes it
into a Medicine a thoufand Times more
perfe@t than Geld, fince it can then tranf~
mute a thoufand Times as much imperfe®
Metal, according to the Degree of Perfe-
¢tion that the Stone has receiv’d of the Art.

PTRO-
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PLiRIOIRHIT'LT S.

I perceive the little Foundation there was
for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there is
{fo much fubtilety in the leaft Hints of the
Philofophers, that you ought not to think it
ftrange, that I have often ftuck upon Things
that ought elfe to have arpeared to me fuffi-
ciently intelligible of themfelves. I have
no more but two Queftions to ask you,
and they are on the Subject of the two Ad-
vices, that my Author gives to the Sons of
the Science, touching the manner of Proceed-
ing, and the Scope they ought to propofe to
themfelves in their Scarch of the univerfal
Medicine. He advifes them in the firft
Place, to fharpen their Minds, to read the
Wiritings of the wife Men with Prudence,
to Labour with Exadtnzs; to pr_mceed with-
out Precipitation in a Work fo precious :
Becaufe, fays, he (*) Thar it bhas its time
ordained ér)' Nature ; even as the Fruits which 39
are upon the Tiees, and the clufler of Grapes
that the Vine bears. 1 conceive very well
the Ufefulnefs of thefe Counfels ; but pray,
be pleafed to exphin to me, how this Limi-
tation of Time s to be underftood.

E -
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EUDOXUS.

Your Author fufficiently explains it to you
by the comparifon of Fruits, which Nature
produces in theit due Seafon; this compa-
rifon 1s Exact: The Stone is a Field which
the Wife cultivates, into which Art and
Nature have put the Seed, which is to pro-
duce its Fruit. And as the four Seafons
of the Year are neceflary to the perfe&
Production of Fruits; {o the Stone has in
like manner 1ts determinated Seafons.  Its
Winter, during which Cold and Humidi-
ty have Dominion in this Earth thus pre-
pared and fowed. Its Spring, wherein the
philofophick Seed being warm’d, gives
Signs of Vegetation and Increafe; its
Summer, during which its Fruit ripens,
and becomes proper to Multiplication ; and
its Autumn, in which this Fruit being
perfeCtly Ripe, rejoices the Wife that have
the good Fortune to gather it.

To leave you nothing to defire upon
this Subject, T muft here make you obferve
three Things. Firf?, That the Sage ought to
imitate Nature in the Pratice of the Work ;
and as this wife Worker [viz. Nature] can
produce nothing perfed, if its Motion be
made violent, {0 the Artift ought to fuffer
33N the
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the Principles of his Matter to a& interi-
ourly, by exteriourly adminiftring a Warmth
or Heat proportioned to its need, The
Jecond Thing 15, that the Knowledge of
the four Seafons of the Work, oucht to
be a Rule, which the Wife fhould follow
in the different Regiments of the Fire, in
Proportioning it to each, according as Na-
ture thows 1t, who has need of lefs Heat
to put the Trees in Blofflom, and to Form
the Fruit, than to make them perfectly Ripe.
T hirdly, 'That though the Work has its four
Seafons, fo as Nature has, it does not fol-
low that the Seafons of Art, and of Na-
ture, muit precifely anfwer to each other,
the Summer of the Work may happen with-
out Inconvenience in Nature’s Autumn, and
its Autumn in her Winter. It fuffices,
that the Regiment of the Fire, be propor-
tion’d to the Seafon of the Work; it is
in that only, that the great Secret of the
Regiment confifts, for which I cannot give
 you a more certain Rule.

2.r RO B L LIS

By this Reafoning, and by this Similitude,
you give me an open View upon a Point,
of which the Philsfiphers have made one of

. their
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40.

their greatelt Myfleries; for the DoGrine of
the Regiments 1s not to be learn’d by their
Wiitings, but I fee with an extream Sa-
tisfaCtion, that in imitating Nature and Be-

mning the order of Scafons of the Work
gy the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wife
to judge, how by the divers Degrees of
Heat, which anfwer “o thofe Secafons, he
can aflift Nature, and bring the Fruit of
this philofophical Plant to a perfect Ma-
turity.

My Author in the fecond Place advifes
the Sons of Art, to have Uprightnefs of
Heart ; and to propofe to themfelves an ho-
neft End in this Work, declaring pofitive-
ly to them, that without thefe good Dif=
pofitions, they muft not expe&t a Blefling
from Heaven upon their Labour, upon
which all good Succefs depends. He affures,
That (*) God does not communicate [o greas
a Gift, but 1o thofe that willmake & good nfe
of it 5 and that he deprives thofe of it, 2who
defign to ufc it for Commiffion of Evil. This
feems to be no other than a manner of
ufual {peaking with the Philofophers 5 pray
tell me what Reflections ought to be made
upon this laft Point ¢

E T
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~ You are {ufficiently inftructed in our Phi-
fofophy; to comprehend, that the Poflefli=
on of the univerfal Medicine, and of the
great Elixir; is of all worldly Treafures the
greateft, the moft real, and the moft valu-
able that Man can enjoy. Indeed, immenfe
Riches, fupream Dignities; and all the
Greatnefles of the Earth; are not compara-
ble to this precious Treafure, which is the
fole temporal Good, able to fatisfy the
Heart of Man. It gives to him that pof=
fefles it, along Life, exempt from all forts
of Infirmities, and puts into his Power
more Gold and Silver, than is poflefled by
all the moft mighty Monarc]i-:\)s together.
This Treafure hath moreover this particu-
flar Advantage, above all other Bleflings of
this Life, that he who enjoys 1t, finds iim-
elf perfectly fatistied, even with its only
Contemplation;  and that he can never be
roubled with the fear of lofing it.
" You are likewife fully convinced, that
od coverns the World ; that his Di-
Wine Providence cdufes, that there reigns
n Oider, which his infinite Wifdom ia:
ftablifhed in it from the beginning of
M Ages, and that “this Providence is not
f that




i14 The HERMETICAL

that blind Fatality of the Antients, ner
that pretended Chain of Caufes, or that ne-
ceflary Order of Things, that muft make
them follow without any DiftinCtion : But
on the contrary, you are well perfuadeds
that the Wifdom of God prefides over all
the Events thar happen or appecar in the
World.

Upon the double Foundation, which thefe
two Reflections eftablifh, you cannot doubt
but that God who difpofes Sovereignly of
all the Pofleflions 1 the World, never per--
mits that thofe who apply themfelves to the:
Search of this precious Treafure, with defigmy
to make a bad ufe of ir, fhould by their En--
deavours come to its Pofletlion ; really wha
Mifchiefs might not be caufed in the Worl
by a perverfe Spirit, who would have n
other Aim but to gratify his Ambition.
and to indulge his Lufts, 1f he had 1
his Power and Pofleflion this certain Mean«
of executing his moft criminal Enterprizes:
Wherefore the Philofophers, who perfectly,
know what Mifchiefs and Diforders migh
accrue to civil Society, if the Knowledge
of this great Secret were Revealed to t
impious, do not treat of it, but with fear
nor fpeak of i, but enigmatcally, to thy
end, that 1t may not be cﬂmprehmded, bu

by
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. by thofe whofe Study and Endeavours God
will blefs.

PRROPHTLS
There can be none that are of good
Senfe, and who fear God, but muft agree
in thefe Sentiments, and muft be fully per-
fuaded, that to fucceed in fo great and f{o
important an Enterprize, the Divine Good-
nefs is to be inceflantly fupplicated to illu-
minate our Minds, and to give his Blef-
ifing to our Endeavours. It onl remains,
fthat I return you moft humble Thanks, that
ou have been pleafed to treat me as a Son of
he Science, to difcourfe with me fincerely,
d to inftru& me in o great My fteries, as
learly, and as intelligible, as is lawful to
0, and as T would reafonably defire. T

roteft to you, that my Acknowledgment.
all laft as long as my Life.
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LE'I T ER

To the true

DISCIPLES
H B R o8

CONTAINING

Six principal Keys of the fecre
Philofophy.

75| [ I writ this Letter to perfuad
' thofe to the Truth of our Phy
\7: A lofoph}r, who imagine; that

Sy 4l 15 only a vain Ides, and

i meer Paradox, I would follov
the Example of many Maflers in this grei
Art ; I would endcavour to comvince the

{o
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fort of Wits of their Trrors, by demon-
- dbrating to them the Solidnefs of the Prin-
ciples of our Science fupported by the
Laws, and by the Operations of Nature,
and I would {fpeak but flightly of what
belongs to the Practice: But as I have a
quite different Defign, and that T write
only for you, the wife Difciples of Her-
mess and true Sons of the Art, my only In-
tention is to {erve youas a Guide in a way
fo difficult to be follow’d. Qur Pra&ice
t1s 1n Effe® a track in the Sands, where
one ought to condu& one’s felf rather
by the North Star than by any Footfteps
which are feen imprinted there. The Con-
fufion of the Tracks, which an almoft in-
finite Number of People have left there, is
fo great, and one finds {o many different
PatEs, which almoft all of them lead into
moft frightful Defarts, that it is almoft im-
poflible not to ftray from the true Road,
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven
lihave happily known how to find out and
Mito difcover.
# This Confufion ftops the Sons of Art
Hlat once ; {fome in the beginning, o-
fichers in the middle of this philofophical
MCourfe, and fome even when they ap-
fiproach nigh the End of this painful Jour-

I 3 neys
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ney, and when they begin to dicover
the happy End of their Undertakinig
but perceive not, that the litle of the
Way which remains for them to go, 15
the moft difficule. They know not that:
the envious of their good Fortune have:
dug Ditches and Precipices in the middles
of the Way, and that for want of knows+
ing the fecret Windings, whereby the Wift
avoid thofe dangerous Snares, they unhap
fﬂy lofe all the Advantage which they
ad got, at the fame time, when they
imagined to have furmounted all the Dif-
ficulties.

I vow fincerely to you, that the PraCtice
of our Art is the moft difhicult Thing o
the World, not in regard to its Opera
tions, but in refpect of the Difhculu
which are 1n 1t, to learn it diftin&ly fro
the Books of the Philefophers : For 1
on one fide it 1s called with Reafon th
Play of Children; on the other it require
in thofe who fearch for the Truth by the
Labour, and their Study, a profound Know
ledge of the Principles, and of the Opers
tions of Nature in the three Kinds; bu
particularly in the mineral and meralli
Kind. Tis a great Point to find out th
true Matter, which is the Subjeét of o

FIST L Wor
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Work; you mult for this pierce through
a thoufand obfcure Vails, wherewith it has
been {pread over ; you muft diftinguith it
by its proper Name, among a Million of un-
common Names, whereby the Philofophers
have differently expreft it; you muft un-
derftand all the Properties of it, and judge of
all the Degrees of Perfeftion, which the Art
15 capable of giving to it; you muft know
the fecret Fire of the Wife, which is the
only Agent which can open, fublime, pu-
rify, and difperfe the Matter to be reduced
into Water; you muft for this penetrate
anto the Divine Source of the celeftial Wa-
ter, which operates the Solution, the Ani-
mation and Purification of the Stone; you
'muflt know how to convert our metallick
Water into an incombuftible Oil, by the
entire Solution of the Body, from whence
it draws its Original; and to effe& this, you
muft make the Converfion of the Ele-
ments, the Separation, and the Re-union of
the three Principles; you muft learn to
know how to make thereof a white Aser-
#ry, and a citrine Mercary 5 you muft
ix this Adercary, nourifh it with its own
Blood, to the End that it may be con-
erted into the fixt Sulphur of the Philefo-
bers, Thefe are the fundamental Points of
B of
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our Art; the reft of the Work is found
clearly enough taught in the Books of the
Philofophers, that we have no need of an
ampler Explanation.

As there are three Kingdoms [or Reigns}
1n Nature, {o there are alfo three Medicines in
our Art which make three different Works
in the Prattice, and which are neverthelefs
but three different Degrees, which raife our
Elxar to 1ts higheft Perfection.  Thefe im-

ortant Operattons of the three Works, are
gy all Philofophers referved under the Key!
of the Secret, to the End thar the facred
Myfteries of our divine Philofophy mayj
not be revealed to the Profane; but to youu
who are the Sons of the Science, and “car
underftand the Language of the Wife, the
Locks fhall be opened, and you fhall have
the Keys of the precious Treafures of Na.
ture and of Art, it you apply all your Ming
to the Underftanding of what I do defigr
to tell you, in Terms as intelligible as 1
neceflary for thofe, who are predeftinate
as you are, to the Knowledge of thefe fulx
lime Myfteries. I will put 1nto your Hang
fix Keys, wherewith you may enter int;
the Santtuary of Phi]nfﬁphy, open all 1u
Receflts, and arrive at the Underftanding ¢
the moft hidden Truchs,

7
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The firft Key.

The firft Key is, that which opens the
dark Prifons, in which the Swlphur 1s fhut
up; thisis it which knows how to extract the
Seed out of the Body, and which forms the
Stone of the Philofophers, by the Conjun-
&ion of the Male with the Female ; of the
Spirit. with the Body ; of Sulphur with
Hiercury.  Hermes has manifeftly demon-
ftrated "the Operation of this firft Key, by
thefe Words : In the Caverns of the Metals
theve is hidden, the Stone which is Venerable,
bright in Colonrs a Mind [ublime, and an
open Sea. This Stone has a bright glitters
ing, it contains a Spirit of a {ublime Ori-
ginal, it is the Sea of the Wife, in which
they Fifh for their myfterious Fith. The
fame Philofopher does {till more particularly
take Notice of the Nativity of this admi-
rable Stone, when he fays: The King fhall
come ont of the Fire, and [ball rejoice in bis
Marriagey and the hidden T hings [hall be laid
open. ~Tis a King crowned with Glory,
who has his Nativity in the Fire, who 15
pleafed with the Union of the Spoufe, which
1s given to him. "Tis this Union which
makes manifeft that which before was hid-
den.

But
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But before I go any further, I have

a Counfel to give you, which will be
of no fmall Advantage to you ; that is, to
reflect, that the Operations of each of the
three Works, having a great deal of Ana-
logy and Relation to one another ; the Phi-
lofophers do delignedly fpeak 1n equivo-
cal Terms, to the end that thofe who have
not Lynx’s Eyes, may purfue wrong, and
be loft in this Labyrinth, from whence it
is very hard to get out. In effet, when
one 1magines, that they f{peak of one
Work, they often treat of another ; take
heed, therefore, not to be deceived here-
in: Forit is a Truth, thatin each Work
the wife Artft ought to diffolve the Bo-
dy with the Spirit, he muft cut off the
Raven’s Head, whiten the Black, and ru-
bify the White ; yet it is properly in the
firft Operation, that the wife Artilt cuts off
the Head of the black Dragon, and of the
Raven.  Hermes {ays, that ’tis from thence
that our Art takes its beginning. What is
born of the Crow, is the beginning of this
Art. Confider, that 1t 15 by the Separati-
on of the black, foul, and ftinking Fume
of the blackeft Black, that our aftral, white,
and refplendent Stone is formed, which
contameth in its Veins the Blood of the
Pelican ;
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Pelican ; ’tis at this firft Purification of the
Stone, and at this thining Whitencfs, that

the firlt Key of the firft Work s ended.

T'he fecond Key.

The fecond Key diflolves the Com-
pound, or the Stone, and begins the Sepa-
ration of the Elements in a philofophical
Manner ; this Scparation of the Elements
is not made but by raifing up the {ubtile
and pure Parts above the thick and terre-
{trial Parts. He who knows how to {ub-
lime the Stone philofophically, juftly de-
{erves the Name of a Philofopher, {ince he
knows the Fire of the Wife, which is the
only Inftrument, which can Work this
Sublimation. No Philofopher has ever open-
ly Revealed this fecret Fire, and this pow-
erful Agent, which Works all the Won-
ders of the Art; he who fhall nor under-
{tand it, and not know how to diftinguifh
it by the Charaters wherewith I have en-
deavoured to pomnt it out in the Difcourfe
of Ewdoxns and Pyrophilns, ought to make
a ftand here, and pray to God to make it
clear to him ; for the Knowledge of this
great Secret, 1s rather a Gift of Heaven,
than a Light acquired by the Force of Reca-
foning ; let him, neverthelels, read the Wri-

tings
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tings of the Philofophers ; let him meditate,
an(% above all let him pray ; there is no dif-
ficulty, which may not in the end be made
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer.
Without the Sublimation of the Stone,
the Converfion of the Elements, and the
Extracion of the Principles is impoffible ;
and this Converfion, which makes Water
of Farth, Air of Water, and Fire of Air,
is the only Way whereby our Mercury can
be prepared.  Apply your felf then to ﬂnow
this fecret Fire, which diffolves the Stone
naturally, and without Violence, and makes
it diffolve into Water in the Freat Sea of
the Wife, by the Diftillation which is made
by the Rays of the Sun, and of the Moon,
*T'is in this manner that the Stone, which ac-
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wife,
becomes their Wine, which by the Ope-
rations of Art, produces their re¢tified Wa-
ter of Life, and their moft fharp Vinegar.
This Father of our Philofophy crys out
concerning this Myftery ; O bleffed swatry
Form, which diffolveft the Elements ! The
Flements of tlie Stone could not be dif-
folved, but by this Water wholly Divine ;
nor could a perfe¢t Diflolution be made
of it, but after a proportioned Digeftion

and
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and PutrefaCtion, at which the fecond Key
of the firft Work 1s ended.

T he third Key.

The third Key comprehends of it felf
alone a longer Train of Operations, than all
the reft together : The Philofophers have
{poken very little of it, feeing the Perfecti-
on of our Mercnry depends thereon ; the
fincereft themfelves, as Artephins, Trevifan,
Flamel, have palt in Silence the Preparati-
ons of our Mercury, and there is Eardl}f
one found, who ﬁ&s not feign'd inftead
of fhowing the longeft and the moft im-
portant of the Operations of our Pra&ice.
With a defign to lend youa Hand in this
part of the Way, which you have to go, -
where for want of Light it is impofiible to
follow the true Road, I will inlarge my
felf more than the Philofophers have done,
on this third Key, or ac leaft I will follow
1n an order that which they have faid of this
Subject fo confufedly, that without the In-
{piration of Heaven, or without the help of
a faithful Friend, one remains undoubtedly
in this Labyrinth, without being able to find
a happy Deliverance from thence. T am
fure that you who are the true Sons of the
Science, will receive a very grear Sarisfacti-

on
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on in the explaining of thefe hidden My-
fteries, whicﬁ regard the Separation, and
the Purification of the Principles of our
AMdercury, which is made by a perfect Dif
folution and Glorification of the Body,
whence it had its Nativity, and by the in-
timate Union of the Soul with its Body,
of whom the Spirit is the only Tie which
Works this Conjunétion 5 this is the In-
tentions and the eflential Point of the O-
perations of this Key, which terminate at
the Generation of a new Subftance, infi-
nitely nobler than the firft.

After that the wife Artift has madea Spring
of living "Water come out of the Stone,
that he Eas preft out the Juice of the Vine
of the Philofophers, and that he has made
their Wine, he ought to take Notice, that
in this homogenous Subftance; which ap-
pears under tﬁe Form of Water, there are
three different Subftances, and three natural
Principles of all Bodies : Salt, Sulphur,
and Mercnry, which are the Spirt, the
Soul, and the Body, and though they ap-
pear pure and perfectly united together,
there {till wants much of their being {o ;
for when by Diftillation we draw the Wa-
ter, which is the Soul and the Spirit, the
Body remains in the botrom of the Vefltl

like
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like a dead, black, and dregey Earth, which
neverthelefs 1s not to be defpifed ; for in
our Subjet there is nothing which is not
good. The Philofopher “Foln Pontanns pro-
tefts, that the very Superfluities of the Stoxe
are converted into a true Effence; that he
who pretends to feparate any Thing from
our Subject, knows nothing in Philofophy,
and that all which is therein of fuperfluous,
unclean, dreggy, and in fine, the whole
Subftance of the Compound is made per-
fect by the A&ion of our Fire. This Ad-
vice opens the Eyes of thofe, who to make
an exact Purification of the FElements, and
of the Principles, perfuade themfelves, that
they muft only take the fubtile, and caft a-
way the heavy ; but the Sons of the Sci-
ence ought not to be ignorant, that the
Fire, and the Sulphar are hidden in the Cen-
ter of the Earth, and that you muft wath
it exactly with its Spirit, to extra&t out of
it the Balm, vz, the fixt Salt, which is
the Blocd of our Stone ; This is the effen-
tial Myftery of this Operation, which is
not accomplifhed till after a convenient Di-
geftion, and a flow Diftillation.  Follow
then, ye Sons of Art, the command which
the Truth-telling Hermes gives ‘ye, who
fays in this place = Baut with this swarry Sonl,

H'E
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we muft mix onr Vinegary that we may poffefs
the [wlphurons Form ; for when the Componnd
is diffolved, it is the Key of Refforation. You
know that nothing 1s more contrary than
Fire and Water ; but yet the wife Aruft
muft make Peace between the Enemies,
who at the Bottom [or Radically] love
one another vehemently.  Cofmopolite has
told the manner thereot in a few Words -
T he Things thercfore being purged, make Fire
and Water to be Friends, w/a:'a‘f rbgy will eafr-
ly do in their Earth which had afcended withs
them. Be then attentive on this Point,
moiften oftentimes the Earth with its Wa-
ter, and you’ll obtain what you feck. Muft
not the Body be diflolved by the Water,
and the Earth be penetrated with 1ts Hu-
midity to be made proper for Generation 2
According to the Philofophers, the Spirit is
Eve; the Body is d4dwm, they ought to be
joined for the Propagation of 'their Species.
Hermes {ays the fame Thing in other "Ferms;
For Water is the ﬂrquﬂ Naturey which fur-
monnts and excites the fixed Nature in the
Body, that is, rejoices it. In Lffe&, thefe
two Subftances, which are of the fame Na-~
ture, but of two different Sexes, embrace
onc another with the fame Love, and the
fame SausfaCtion, as the Male and the Fe-

males
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- ale, and afcend infenfibly together, lea-
'wving but a lictle Feces in the bottom of
the Veflel ; o that the Soul, the Spirits
and the Body, after an exalt Puriﬂ[::ati—
on, appear at laft infeparably united un-
der a more toble and more perfe&t Form
than it was before, and as different from
its fuirft liquid Form; as the Alcohol of
Wine exaétly rectified; and accuated with
its Sale; 1s different from the Subftance of
the Wine fiom whence 1t has been drawn;
this Comparifon is not only very fitting,
tbut it furchermore gives the Sons of Science
Ja precife Knowledge of the Operations of
fthis third Key. k
Our Water is 4 living Spring, which
mes out of the Stone, by a natural Mira-
cle of our Philofophy. The firft of all
.1 the Water which {']]?ﬁfrb ont of this Stone.
Tis Hermes who hath pronounced this
at Truth. He ackhowledges further;
hat this Water is the Foundation of our
Art. The Philofophers give it thany Names ;
or fometimes they call it Wine, fome-
imes Water of Life, fometimes Vinegar,
ometimes Oily, according to the different
egrees of Preparation; or according to
e diverfe Effets, which it 1s capable of
oducing; Yet I let you know, that it is

properly
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properly called the Vinegar of the Wiley
and that in the Diftillation of this divine
Liquor there happens the fame Thing, as
in that of common Vincgar; you mayy
from this draw a great Initruttion 5 the
Water and the Phlegm afcend fisft 5 - the
oily Subftance, in which the Efhcacy of
our Water confifts, comes the laft. *The
this middle Subftance between Earth anc
Water, which in the Generation of the Phix
lofophical Child, doesthe Othce of the Male
Hermes makes us take particular Notice of
it by thefe intelligible Words r The sndiffes
rent Unguent, which is Firey is the Medinn
betaeen the Feces and the Warer. He 1s nol
content to give thefe Lights to his Schola
he fhows further in his fmaragdine Table, in

- what manner they ought to condu& the
{zlves in this Operation.  Yow fball feparar
the Earth from the Fires the fubtile fro
the thick, [iveetly, and ovith great Skill. = Tak:
care above all Things not to {mother th
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of th
Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Ex:
“traction, moft bedone with a great deal o
Judgment.

It is therefore neceffary to diffolve thi
Body entirely, to extract all its Humidity
from 1t, which contains this prccious Sul:

phun
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phury this Balm of Nature, and this won-
derful Unguent, without which you ought
not to hope ever to fee in your Veflel ﬁlis
Blacknefs fo defired by all the Philofophers.
Reduce then the whole Compound into
Water, and make a perfe@ Union of the
volatle with the fixt 5 ’tisa Precept of
Senior; which deferves you fhould oive
Attention to it.  The highef Fume, fays
Xe, onght to be reduced to the lowefty, and
he divine Water is the King defeending froms
Heavens it is the reducer of the Sonlto its Body,
hich it at length revives.  The Balm of
Life is hid in thefe unclean Faces; you
fusht to wath them with this celefti-
| gﬂ/ater, untl you have remov’d away
he Blacknefs from them, and then your
i7ater fhall be animated with this tiery
i{lence, which works all the Wonders of
Nir Art.  T'cannot give you a better Coun-
Ml about it than that of the great Tvifime-
Wws ; Yo mnft drive wvay from the Wa-
85 the Fume which is upon ity the Blacknefs
M the Unguent, and Death from the Faces.
Mt the only Means to fucceed in this
fiperation 15 taught you by the fame Phi-
Wpher, who adds immediately 5 4ud this
M Diffolutiony which being doney we have
| K% the
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the gréareft Philofophy, “and the Secret of

Secrets. i
But that you may not be deceived w
the Term of the Compound; I will
you,. that the Philofophers have two forts:
Compounds:  The firft is the Compou
of Nature ; ’tis that whereof 1 have fi
in the firft Key; for it is Nature w
makes it, 1n a manner icomprehenfible t
Artift, who does nothing but lend a E
to Nature, by the adlubition of ext
Things, by the Means of which fhe br
forth and produces this admirable C|
pound. ~ The fecond is the Compoun
Art; ’tis the wife Man who makes i
the fecret Union of the fixt with
Volatile, perfectly conjoined with all the
dence which can be acquired by the L.
of a profound Philofophy. The
pound of Art is not altogether the
in the {fccond, as in the third Works;;
it is always the Aruft who makes it. |
ber dcfines it a Mixture of .Argemd
and Sulphbur, that is to fay, of the Vi
and the Fixt, which acting on one an
are volatilized and fixt reciprocally &
perfect Fixity. Confider the Exam
ature, you’ll fee that the Eartht
never produce Fruit, if it be not pe




TriuMPH. 133

ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu-
midity would remain always Barren, if 1t
were not retained and fixt by the Drincfs
of the Earth. i

You ought then to be certain, that one
cannot have any good {uccefs in our Art;
if you do not in the firft Work purify
the Serpent, born of the Slime of the Earth:
If you do not whiten thefe foul and black
Faces, to feparate from thence the white
Sulphnr, the Sal-Armoniack of the Wife,
which is their chafte Diana, who wathes
her feIf in the Bath. All this Myftery
is but the ExtraGion of the fixt Salt of
ur Comfpound, in which the whole E-
ergy of our AMercury confifts.  The
Water which afcends by Diftillation,  car-
ies up with it a part of this fiery Salt;
o that the Affufion of the Water on the
ody reiterated many times, Impregnatcs,
attens, and fertilizes our Adercary, and
kes it fitting to be fixt, which 15 the
nd of the fecond Work. One cannot
tter explain this Truth, than Hermes has
onc by thefe Words: When I faw that
he Water began by Degrees to become {thicker

hardery I did rejoice, for I certainly knew

hae 1 [honld find whae 1 fonght for.
K3 Tho'
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Tho* you might have but a very indit
ferent Knowledge of our Art, what I an
ioing to tell you will be more than fui

clent, to make you apprehend, that all tH
Operations of this Key, which put an en
to the firft Work, ar¢ no other than
digef’c, diftil, cohobate, diffolve, fepamtl:
and comjoin, the whole with Sweetnes
and Patience: Thus you will have no
only an entire Extrattion of the Juice ¢
the Vine of the Wife; but furthermon
you will poflefs the true Water of Life
and Ilet you know, that the more yo
thall reCtify it, and the more you fhs
work upon 1t, the more Penetration am
Virtue 1t will acquire 5 the Philofophers hav
not given 1t the Name of the Water ¢
Life, but becaufe it gives Life to the M
tals ; It 1s properly called the great Zums
riay becaufe 1ts Brightnefs wherewith
Shines : They alfo call it a fulphureous Sul
ftance, a Balm, a Gumm, the vifcous Hu
midity, and the moft (harp Vinegar of tl
Fhilojophers, &c.

“Tis not without Reafon that the Phill
fophers give this mercurial Liquor the nam
of a Pontick. Water, and of a moft {han
Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity is ¢l
true CharaCter of its Vertue, There hay

pe:
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pens alfo i its Diftillation, as I have alrea-
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens n
that of Vinegar : The Phlegm and the
Water arife firft, the fulphurcous and the
faline Parts afcend the laft ; feparate the
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water
and the Fire together, the Adercary with
the Sulphur, an§ you fhall {ee at laft the
 blackeft Black, you will whiten the Raven,
'and rubefy the Swan.
' Since I fpeak only to you, ye true Scho-
lars of Hermes, 1 will reveal to you one
Secret, which you will not find entirely
the Books of the Philofophers.  Some of
them only fay, that of their Liquor
 thev make two Adercuries, the one White,
and the other Red. Flamel has faid more
particularly, that one muft make ufe of
the Citrin Mercury, to make the Imbibi-
tions to the Red ;5 he gives Notice to the
Sons of Art, not to be deccived in this
Point ; he aflures you alfo, that he had
therein been himfelf deceived, if Abrabam
the Zow had not informed him of it.
Other Philofophers have taught, that the
white Adercury is the Bath of the Moon,
and' that the red Mercary is the Bath of
the Sun ; but there are none who have
been ‘willing to fhow diftinétly to the Sons
AR T of
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of the Science, by what way they may get'
thele two Adercuries - If you apprehended |
me well, you have this Point already cleared |
up to you. The Lunaria is the white:
Mercrry, the moft {harp Vimegar is the red|
Mercury 5 but the better to determine thefes
two Azercuriesy feed them with Fleth of!
their own Species ; the Blood of Innoss
cents, whofe Throats are cur, that is tos
fay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bachi
m}l:tere the Sun and Mcen go to Bath them-.
felves. |

I have unfolded to you a great Myftes.
1y, 1if you reflect well on it 3 the Philofo-4
phersy who have {fpoken thereof, have paft:
over this important Point very flightly, |
Cofmapolite Las very wittily mentioned it
by an ingenious Allegory, fpeaking of thed
Purification of Mercary @ This will be done,
fays he, i you fhall give onr old Man Gola
and Sitver 1o fiallow, thar be Coinfuine them, 1
and at length he alfo d)-'f;fzg be burnt. Hes
makes an end of deferibing the whole Mas
giftery in thefe Terms; Ler bis Afhes tﬁe-;l
frew’d iuto the Water ; boil it until it is
eronphy aud you bave a Medicine to cure the
Leprofy.  You muft not be ignorant, that
our old Man is our HNercury, that thisy
Name agiees wich him, becaufe he is the

ﬁ-fﬁ?!
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firft Matter of all the Metals ; the fame
Philofopher fays, that he js their Warer, to
which he gives the Name of Steel, and of
 the Loadftone, and he adds for a greater

Confirmation of what I am about to dif-
cover to you : If Gold conples with it eleves
Times, st [ends forth its Seed, and is sweakened
almoft to Death ;5 the Chalybs conceives and
begers a Son more glovious than the Father.
Behold then a great Myftery, which I re-
veal to you without any Ainigma ; this
is the Secret of the two Adercuries, which
contain the two Tinctures, Keep them
{eparatcly, and do not confound their Spe-
cies, for fear they fhould beget a monftrous
Linage.

I not enly fpeak to you more intelligi-
bly than any Philofopher has done, but I
alfo reveal to you all which is the moft
eflential in the Pratice of our Art 3 if you
meditate thercon, it you apply your felf
to underftand it well ; but above all, if you
work according to thofe Lights which T give
you, Iin no wife doubr, but you will ob-
tain what you feck for; and if you come
not to thefe Knowledges, by the way which
I have pointed out to you, I am very
well aflured that you will hardly arrive at
your Defign by only reading the Philofs-
phers.
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phers. Therefore Defpair of nothing; fearch
the Source of the Liquor of the Sages,
which contains all which is neceflary for
the Work ; Tt is hidden under the Stone;
ftiike upon it with the Rod of Magick
Fire, and a clear Foumtain will iffue out of
it 3 do afterward as I have fhown you,
prepare the Bath of the King with the
Blood of the Innocents, and you will
have the animated Adercnry of the Wile,
which never lofes its Virtue, 1f you keep
it in a Veilel well clofed.  Hermes fays,
that there 1s fo much Sympathy between
the purified Bodies and the Spirits, that
they never quit one another when they are
united together ; becaufe this Union refem-
bles that of the Soul with the glorified Bo-
dy, after which Faith tells us, that there
fhall be no more Separation nor Death.
Becanfé the Spiris defire to be in the cleanfed
Bodicsy, bar having bad them, :bej enliven
themy  and dwell in them. You fee by this
the Merit of this precious Liquor, to which
the Philofophers ]Save given more than a
thoulind different Names 3 1t is the Water
of Life of the Wife, the'Water of Diana,
the great Lunaria, the Water of Argent
vive 5 1T 15 our Mercuryy our incombuftible
Oil, which in the Cold is 'congealed like
: Ice,
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Ice, and 15 melted with Heat like Butter ;
Hermes calls 1t the foliated Earth, or the
Earth of Leaves, not withour a great deal
of Reafon; for if you well obferve, it is
all Leavy 5 in a word, it is the moft clear
Fountain, which Count 77evifzs makes men-
tion of; mn fine, it 1s the great Alchaheft
which radically diffolves the Metals ; it is
the true permanent Water, which after ha-
ving radically diffolved them, is infeparably
united to them, and increafes the Weight
and the Tincture,

The forrth Key.

The fourth Key of the Art, 1s the En-
trance of the fecond Work 5 ’tis that which
reduces our Water into Earth ; there is
but this only Water in the World, which
by a bare Boiling can be converted into
Earth, becaufe the Mercury of the Wife
carries 1n 1ts Center its own Szelphur, which
coagulates it.  The Terrification of the Spi-
rit 1s the only Operation of 'this Work ;
boil then with Patience ; if you have pro-
ceeded well, you will not be a long time
without fecing the Marks of chis Coagu-
lation, and if they appear not in their time,
they will never appear ; becaufe it is an un-
doubted Sign, that you have failed in fome

_ effential
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effential Thing in the firft Operations ; for
to corporify tic Spiri, Whifﬁ 1s our AMer=-
cury, you muft have well diffolved the Bo-
dy in which the Sulphar, which coagulates
the Mercury, is inclofed. Hermes aflures,
that our mercurial Water fhall obtain all the
Virtues which the Philsfophers attribute to
it, when it fhall be changed into Earth ;
Its Force will be entirey if it [hall be con-
verted into Earth. An Farth admirable for
its Fertility : The Land of Promife of the
Wile, w{m knowing how to make the
Dew of Heaven fall upon 1t, make it pro-
duce Fruits of an ineftimable Price. Co/-
amopolite very well exprefles the Advantages
of this blefled Earth; He who knows bow
to cﬂqgfﬁi Water in Fleaty and to qoin a Spi-
rit with ity [ball truly find a Thing a thott=
fand T imes more precious thain Gold, and eve-
ry Thing. Nothing comes near the worth
of this Earth, and of this Spirit, perfectly
bound together according to the Rules of
our Art ; they are the true Adercary, and
the true Sulphur of the Phiofophers, the li-
ving Male, and the living Female, who
contain the Seed which only can beget a
Son more illuftrious than his Parents. Then
cultivate diligently this precious Earth, moi-
ften it often with its own Humidity, dry

1t
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It as often, and you will not lefs augment
its Virtues, than its Weight, and its Fer-
tility.

The fifth Key.

The fifth Key of our Work is the Fer-
mentation of the Stone with the perfect
Body, to make thereof the Medicine of
the third Order. Iwill fay nothing in
particular of the Opcration of the third
Work ; except, that the perfect Body is a
neceflary Leaven of our Pafte: That the
Spirit ought to make the Union of the
Pafte with the Leaven; in the fame man-
ner as Water moiftens the Meal, and dif~
{olves the Leaven to compofe a fermented
Pafte fit to make Bread. This Compa-
rifon is very proper ; Hermes firft made - it
faying. For as a Pafte cannot be fermented
without a ferment ;[0 when Yo fhall  have
[ublimed, cleanfed, and feparated the Foulnefs
from the Feces ; when yon wonld join them,
put a ferment in them, and make the Water
Earth, that the Pafte may be made a ferment.

On the Subje& of Fermentation, the Philofo- |
pher repeats here the whole Work, and fhows ||

that juft {o as the whole Lump of the Pafte
becomes all Leaven, by the Action of the
Ferment, which has been added to it; fo

all |
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dll the philofophical ConfeGtion becomes
by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer-
ment 2 new Matter, and to multiply 1t
even to Infinty.

If you obferve well how Bread is made,
you will find the Proportions which you
ought to keep among the Matters, which
compofe our philofophical Pafte. Do
not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea-
ven, and more Water than the Leaven
and the Meal 2 The Laws of Nature are
the Rules you ought to follow in the
Praltice of our whole Magiftery. T have
given you upon all the principal Points, all
the Inftructions which are neceffary for
you, fo that it would be fuperfluous to
tell you more of it, particularly concern-
ing the laft Operations, about which the
Philofophers have been lefs referved, than on
the firft, which are the Foundations of the
Art.

The fixth Key.

The fixth Key teaches the Multiplica~
tion of the Stone, by the Reiterarion of
the fame Operation, which confifts but in
opening and fhutting, diffolving and coa-
gulating, 1mbibing and drying ; whereby
the Vertues of the Stone are infinitely aug-

| menteds
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mented. As my defign has not been to
defcribe entirely the PraGice of the three
Medicines, but only to inftru& you in the
moft important Operations concerning the
Preparation of Mercury, which the P pilo[o-
phers commonly pafs over in Silence, to
hide thefe Myfteries from the prophane,
which are only for the Wife ; T will tarry
no longer upon this Point, and I will tell
you nothing more of what relates to the
Projection of the Medicine, becaufe the
Succefs you expet depends not thereon.
I have not given you very full Inftru@i-
ons but on the third Key, becaufe it con-
tains a long Train of Operations, which
though fimple and natural, require a great
‘Underftanding of the Laws of Nature, and
of the Qualities of our Matter, as well as
a perfect Knowledge of Chymiftry, and of
the different Degrees of Heat, which are
fitting for thefe Operations.

I have conduéted you by the ﬂr:{ight
Way withour any Winding'; and if you
have well minded the Road which I have
pointed you out, I am fure thar you will go
ftraight to the End without {traying. Take
this in good part from me in" the defign
which I had of fparing you a thoufand
Labours, and a thoufand Troubles, which I

my




144 The HERMETICAL

my {elf have undergone in this painful Jours
neg' for want of an Afliftance, fuch as this
which I give you 1n this Letter, which
comes from a fincere Heart, and a tender
AffeGion for all the true Sons of the Sci+
ence: I fhould much bewail you, 1if like me,
after having known the true Matter, you
fhould fpend fifteen Years entirely in Work,
in Study, and in Medmation, without be-
ing able to cxtralt out of the Stone, the
precious Juice which it ‘in'c]ufes in its Bo=

'~ fom, for watit of knowing the fecret Fire
of the Wife; which makes to run out of
this Plant (dry and withered in Appearance)
a Water' which wets mot the Hands, and
which by a magical Union of the dry Wa-
ter of the Sea of the Wife; 15 diffolved in-
to a vifcous Water; into 4 frercurial Li-
quor, which 1s the Beginning, the Foun-
dation, and the Key of our Art; convert;
{eparate, and purify the Elements as T have
taught you, and you will poﬁefﬁ the true
Mercury of the Philofophers, whichi will give
you the fixt Swlphur, and the univerfal
Medicine.

But I give you Notice, that after you
fhall be arrived at the Knowledge of the -
fecret Fire of the Wile, yer {till you fhall
not attain your Point at your firft Career.

I have

b
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I have erred. many Years in the way which
remains to be gone, to arrive at the my fte-
rious Fountain where the King bathes him-
felf, is made Young again, and retakes a
new Life exempt from all forts of Infirmi-
ties. Befides t‘;is you muft know how to
purify, to heat, and to animate the Royal
Bath'; ’tis to lend you a Hand in this fe-
cret Way, that I have expatiated on the
third Key, where all thefc Operations are
defcrib’d. I with with all my Heart, that
the Inftru&@ions which I have given you,
may make you go directly to the End. But
remember, ye Sons of the Science, that the
Knowledge of our Magiftery comes rather
k:ry the Infpiration of Heaven, than from
he Lights which we can get by our felves.
This Truth is acknowledged by all Philo-
Gphers ; ’tis for that Reafon that it 15 not
nough to Work ; Pray daily, read good
ooks, and meditate Night and Day on the
Dperations of Nature, and on what fhe
y be able to do when fhe 1s aflifted
by the help of our Art, and by thefe
fneans you will fucceed without doubt in
our Undertaking. This is all which ¥
ad to fay to you in this Letter: I was
ot willing to make you fuch a long
difcowfe as the Matter feemed to. de-
e A mand ;
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mand ; neither have I'told you any thing?

but what’s effential to our Art; {o that if}
you know our Stone, which is the only
Matter of our Stone, and if you have th
Underftanding of our Fire which is both
Secret and Naturaly, you have the Keys o
the Arr, and you can calcine our Stone;
not by the common Calcination which ie
made by the Violence of Fire; but by ¢
philofophical Calcimation which is purely
Natural. |

Yet obferve this with the moft enlight-'
ned Philsfophers, that there is this Daffe
rence between the common Calcination
which is made by the Force of Firé, ano
the Natural Calcination ; that the firflt de
ftroys the Body, and confumes the great
eft Part of its radical Humidity ; but th:
{econd does not only preferve the Humi
dity of the Body in cilcining it; but fti
it confiderably Augments it.

Experience will give you knowledge i
the Practice of this great Truths for you w1
in Effec find that this philofophical Calc:
nation, which fublimes and difgls the Ston
in calcining 1t, much augments its Hu
dity ; the Reafon 1s, that the igneous S
rit. of the natural Fire is corporified
the Subftances which arc Analogous to !

O
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Our Stone 1s an Aftral Fire, which {ym-
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which
as a true Salamander receives its Nativity,
1s nourifh’d and grows in the Elementary
Fire, which is Geometrically proportioned
to it.

The Name of the Author in Latin is
in this Anagram,

Dives ficut Ardens § * * *, |




T
SR QMRS A

10 the READER.

]| 1 bas been thought pro-
per (as mentioned in the
Preface) to join with this
Treatife a Tranflation of
TuE ANCIENT WAR
ofF THE KNIGHTS, done from the
Original German 3 that [o the Lo-
vers of this Science might be able to
compare it with that done from the
French ;, which, by Reafon of its paf-
fing firflinto Larin, and from thence
into French, has lo/f of 1ts prifline
Senfe, as will bz found upon the pe-
rufal of the fame. And, to make the
Work (Ml more compleat, fome An-
notations bave been added (from a
German Edition) upon the moft mate-
rial Points, where the faid French
Tranflation differs from the German
Original.




The Antient

W ar of the KNigurTs,

Being a fhort Alchymiftical

DIALOGUE

Betwixt our

SToNE, GoLD and MERCURY,

Of the true Matter, of which thofe who
have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo-
[fopher’s Stone, by Means of a due Ma-
nagement, with Help of Lunar Vulcan.

Defcrib’d by an Experienc’d Philofopher.
Tranflated from the German Original.
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Difputation of Gold and Mercury, with the
Stone of the Philofophers.

el Tz 1 rue Philofopner writes thus : By
B 8 God Almightys and upon my
Al i Salvation, do I tell you (yeu
WGBS Tovers of this excellent Art)
orm a fincere Heart, and out of Coms-
paffion for thofe which have fought a long
time in vain, that our (*) whole Work

Tl comes

I

Is
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comes forth out of one Thing, which i
compleated 1 1t felf, and needs no more

2. but to be (*) diffolved and recoagulated :
and this it muft do of it el without all
foreign T hings.

As Ice which is put over the Fire in'
dry Veflel, and by Heat turns into Water

3.(*) In the fame manner it is with ou
Stone, which wants nothing but the hely
of the Operation of the Aruft, and of th

4-natural (¥) Fire. For of it felf it cans
do it, although it fhould lie [or remain .
for ever in the Earth, therefore it muft b
aflifted; yet not {o, as to join foreign anc
contrary Lhings with it. Bue thus, as Gac
gives us the Corn in the Field, and w
muft grind and bake it for to make Brea

§« thereof : In like manner in this; (*) G
has created for us this Mineral, [or Oar’
which we take by it felf; deftroy the grof
Body, extra& the interiour Goodnefs, pu
away the Superfluity, and make out of th
Poilan, a Medicine.

That you may underftand this the ben
ters Tl recite you a fine Dualogue and Dif
putation: which happen’d betwixt the S
of the Philofgphers, Goldy and Adercury, b
which thofe who know a little [or 1n" fon

Minerall
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Minerals, (having fought a long time in
vain,) may eafily arrive to the true Foun-
dation. And it will be neceflary; that one
learn to know (*) the exteriour and interi- 7:
our Quality of each Thing in the Earth,
and what it is radically capable of, [or what
it is capable of by (the Foundation of ) Na-
ture. | | |

Gold and Mercury came at a certain time
to a Stone with an armed Hand, m the In-
tention to fubdue it.

And Gold began thus in a rude manner,
faying.

G O L D:

You poifonous Worm dnd Dragon, (*) 8
why do you pretend to be above me and
my Brother Adercary ¢ Beixfl{; I am the moft
high, moft noble, and moft conftant Me-
tal ; and all Princes and Lords, and hikewile
all ordinary Men, feek to obtain Riches
from 501‘ to grow Rich by working with |
me and my Brother Mercury, whereas you
are an Enemy of all Men and Metals, and.
you know, that the Phyficians praife me ex-
ceedingly to be (¥) for the Halth of o

Men ¢
[Fia) Te
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. To which our Stone anfwereth. ., .. -
_ Dear Gold, why are you not angry with
Cod, and enquire, why he hath not cres
ated 1n you, what 1s found in me ?

O L7,

God has given me the Honour. the
Beauty, and the Praife, wherefore, I am de-
fired by. the whole World, and becaufe I
am the moft conftant Metal, in the Fire
and out of the Fire, for that Reafon 1am
loved by every Body. . But as for you,
you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaichful
and deceive the People ; for one fees, that
you fly away [or efcape] out of the Hands
of thofe thar work with you.

The-'S T O-NE.

Dear Gold; ’urs true, God has iven you
Honour, Beauty and Conftancy, %ﬂr which’
you ought to be thankful unto God; and’
riot defpife others ; but as for your difpa~
raging me thus, you do it with Untruth ;
and I fay, youare not the Gold, of which'’
the Philofophers write, (*) but the fame is’
concealed within me :  For although ie is¢
true that I am Volatile in the Fire, newer
thelefs you know, that Ged and Nature

. (*) have ordered me thus, and 1 muft be o,

for
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for my Volatility is to the Advantage of the
Artift ; and if he (the faid Aruft) can duly
extract the fame, ‘yet remains wichin me the
conftant Soul, which 1s much more con-
ftant than you Gold, and all your Brothers
and Companions'; no-Fire or Water can
confume or deftroy her, as long as the
World lafts. Nor is it to be imputed to
me, that I am fought for by thofe, who
cannot duly work with me, or prepare me,
and join often foreign and contrary Things
with me, fuch as Waters and Powders,
whereby they deftroy my innate Nature and
Quality. [or Property.] Befides this, there
is (*) not one in an Hundred, that worksy g,
with me, but all of them feck to compleat
the Art with you Gold and your Brother
Mereury : ' Wherein however they err, and
work falfely, it being apparent, that all of
them bring nothing to eftect, but employ their
Gold in vain, deftroy [or ruin] themielves
by it, and are reduced) to Poverty ; which is
moft to be imputed to you Sol, who know
particularly well, that no true Gold or Sil-
ver can be made without me, for I alone
have that Power. Why then do you allow
that almoft the whole World works chiefly
with you and your Brother Aercary ? If
- then you were indeed fincere, and did de-

| [* 3 {ire
|
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fire to deal honeftly, you would appraife the
People, and warn them to avoid Damages ;
wheretore I may well fay with Truth, thag
you are the Cheat.

GOE D N

I'll prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings,
that the Art may be compleated by me and
my Brother Mercary., For read Hermes,

and the Moon is its Mothers now ’tis I who
am compared to the Sun. |
Likewile Arifforie, Avicenn, Pliny, Seras
pions Hippocrates, Diofcorides, Mefiney, Rafisy |
Averrhoés, Geber, .E%wmmd Lully, Albertns |
Magnns, Arnold of Villa-Nova, T bomas A- .
guinasy and many others, which I omit for
Brevity’s fake; all thefe fay plain and di- |
ftinctly, that the TinGures, as well as the
Metals, muft be compofed of Sulphur and
Mercury, and the (*) Sulphur muit be red,
mcombuftible, and conﬁantf{m fix’d ] in the!
Fire, and the Mercury muft be bright [or!
clean] and clearly purified, and they write|
without any winding Expre(lions [or Cir»
cumlocution, | naming me openly by my
Name, and fay, that in me Gold, is the:
well digefted, conftant, [or fix’d] incombu-
ftible, red Swiphser, which is alfo true 5 and it
15|
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is obvious to every Body, that I am the
moft conftant Metal, and have the belt S#/-
phur of all, which cannot be confumed by
Fire, but is quite fixed.

Then Mercuryaflented with his Difcourfcs
to what the Gold had advanced, and add-
ed : It were trues, what his Brother, the
Gold had told, and might be prov’d by
the aforefaid Mafters.  And that likewile
it were known commonly and by every
Body (*) what great Love and Unity there 16,
were betwixt them two, above all other
Metals ; which might eafily be prov’d, by
only this ocular Demonftration, that when
Goldfwmiths, or fuch like Workmen will

 gild Things, they cannot do without Gold
 and Mercury, but take them and put them
‘together, and unite them with very little
Pains. W hat then might not be dorie, with
more Pains and Diligence, with more Work
and longer Labour ¢

Oswr ST O N E.

Then our Stowe replyed ina merry Hu-
mour : Truely, you both deferve to be
laugh’d at Witfl your Proofs; and T admire
more efpecially of you Gold, who boaft fo
very much of your felf to be good for a
great many Things, [or Ufes,] that you
Y (%4 have
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have no more Senfe than that comes to ;-
do you think that the old Philofaphers have
fitted their Writings barely to the common
literal Senfe or Interpretation, and will be
ynderftood 1n that manner 2 |

L L 1.
The aforecited Mafters have Writ no..
Untruth, and they all agree concerning' my
Virtue, but there gave been {fome, who have
fought for my Virtues in other improper’
Things, viz. in various Herbs, Animalsy,
Blood, Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like,
who therefore have err’d, and perhaps have
Writ erroneoufly too ; but the aforefaid
Mafters have good Teftimony, that the
have poflefs’d the Art indeed’; for whicﬁ
Reafon their Writings may very well be
credited,

e ST N E.

I do no ways doubt, and it is very tru€
that they have poflefs’d the Art indeed ;
fome however excepted of thofe whom you
have quoted. But when they name bare
ly the Name of Gold and Mercury, they do
1t ©o hide the Art from the fenfélefs [Dun-
ces] and the unworthy, knowing very
welly that fuch only dwell upon Names and
wriften
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written Procefles, without meditating fur-
ther upon the Foundation of this Matter.
But the Prudent and Diligent read with
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares
with the other; out of which they get a
Foundation; finding thus by Speculation, and
from the Philofipher's Sentences, the true
Matter, which no  Philofopher ever named
and defcrib’d openly by its true Name.
This they prove themfelves, when they
fay, where we write plaineft, [oropen] ac-
cording to the common Senfe [or Interpre-
tation | there we have moft concealed the
Art.  (*) But where we {peak by Para- 17,
bles and Sentences, there we iave truly dif-
clofed the Art. And where they write
of Gold or Mercnry, they however foon af-
ter that, tell and explain themfelves, faying,
that their Gold is no common Gusld, nor
their Mercury common Merenry; by Rea-
fon, that Gold, becaufe of its Perfection,
cannot be alter’d or chang’d, becaufe it is
grown already to a quite perfe@ Metal; and
although one fhould extra@® its Colour a
hundred Times, and Work never {5 art-
ful with it, nevertheles it cannot tinge any
mor¢, than juft fo much as it has Colour
and Tincture in it felf.  Therefore the Phi- ;
Iofophers fay, (*) If you fearch in imper- 18,
| fect
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fe&t Things, you there will find the Per-
fection, as you may read in the Rofary.
Likewile Rammnd Lnlly, whom your felf
have quoted as a Teltimony, fays thus:
What fhall be meliorated, muft not be per-
fe&t ; nothing is changed [or altered | 1n
perfect Things, it rather is quite deftroy’d
and fpoil’d.

GOLD.

I know indeed that they fay thus; but
that may be undeirftood of my Brother
HMereary, who as yet is imperfect s and when
we two mix our felves with each other,
he then 1s made perfect by me; for he is
of the Feminine. and I of the Mafculine Sex.
Therefore the Philofophers fay, that the Art
is entirely an Homogeneum. You fee the
fame in Men, that no Child is produced,
but by conjunétion of Male and Female,

And the fame 1s to be feen in all Animals
which have Life.

Our ST O N E.
Thy Brother Afercury is indeed 1mper-

feét (¥) yet therefore is not he the Afer-

crtry of the Philofophers : And 1f you two
fhould mix your felves together and were
kept n the Fire [or in digeftion] for ma-

ny
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ny Years, it were neverthelefs impoflible
that you two could really be united toge-
ther ; for as {oon as Mercary feels the Fire,
he {lips from you going on high, and fub-
limes it felf on the top, leaving you in
in the bottom. Or if you are join'd to-
" gether with corrofive Waters, and are dif-
{olved, diftilled, and coagulated, you yield
nothing elfe but a red Powder and Preci-
pitate, which if it is thrown [by ProjeCti-
on] upon imperfect Metals, 1t tinges not;
but only fo much of you Gold 1s found
again, as was taken at the Beginning, and
your Brother Mercury efcapes entirely from
you; which the Searchers in Alchimy have
experienc’d for many Years, and are con-
vinc'd of it by their own no {mall damage.
But as for your referring to the Sentences
of the Ancients, who fay, that the Art
is wholly an Homogencum, and that no
Child can be producgd but by Male and
Female, which you fancy, the Philofophers
did to hint at you and your Brother Aer-
¢ury by it; that 1s not thus neither, but
mifunderftood by you, altho’ they (writing
thus) fpeak very right and proper; for I
tell youin Truth, that even this is (*) the ;o
Cornerftone laid by the Ancients, at which ™
many Thoufands have ftumbled, Do you
imagine
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2 L.imagine it is with Merals (*) juft as with
other Things, which have Life? You fare
in this, as all thofe who work wrongly n
this Art; when you read thefe Things m
in the Philofopher’s Writings, you do not
meditate on the Scope, and whether 1t agrees
with what has been faid before, or what 1s
faid after that; for what the Philofophers have
defcrib’d of this Art with fuch parabolical
Words, 1s folely to be applied to me, and
to no other Thing in the World; for ’tis
5.1 alone that do perform it, and (¥) with-
out me no truc Gold or Silver can be made,

GOL D.

Good God ! are you not afraid to com-
mit a Sin, and have no fhame to tell fuch
aLie? And are you fo audacious, as to ap-
ply [or attri'buteﬁ’ {olely unto you, what {o
many Pbilofophers and Learned Men have
written of this Art in feveral Ages? You,
who are an only, grofs, poifonous, and
unclean Thing, and yet confefs, that the
Art is an Homogeneum; and you affirm

__ befides this, that withour you, who are (¥)
<3 the Univerfal, no true Gold or Silver can
be made ; whereas 1t 1s known, that many
have fought fo affiduoufly and diligently,

that they have found fome other ways,
which
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which are called particulars, from which
they may have a good Profit.

Osr STONE.

My Dear Gold, do not wonder at what
I have told you, and do not thus impudent-
ly and imprudently give me the Lie, be-
caufe Tam older than your felf. (*) And, 4
although T had been miftaken in this, you
ought to f]imre my Age ; for you are nat
1gnorant, that Age ought to be honcur’d.

But to fave my Honour, I’ll prove b
the Mafters you have cited, that I {poke
Truth, whofe Teftimonies [being quoted
by your own {elf,] you have no Reafon
1o object againft.  And tirdtly, Hermes fays
thus : In Truth, without Lie, certain, and
moft true, 1s this, that that which is un-
der, 1slike to that which is above, and that
which 1s above, is like unto that below, (*), 5.
by this you may attain to Miracles and
Wonders of one Thing.

liem, Ariffole writes thus; Oh! what
a ftrange Thing 1s this, for it has in it {lf]
all what we ftand in need of ; it kills it felf;
and gets Life again of it felf'; (*) it efpoufcs , 6.
it felf, it begets it {elf, and brings forth [or
geneates | of 1t felf, it diffolves it feIf in its
ewn Blocd, and recoagulates it f1f with the

) faruie ;
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fame; it grows White and Red of it felfs
and we add nothing more to 1t, not do we
change any Thing, only we {eparate the
Terreftreity and the Groflnefs from it.

Trems,  Plato the Philofopher fays thus of
me ¢ “Tis even but one and the fame [or
only] Thing in it felf 5 (*) ithas a Body, 4
Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, over
which it has Deminion ; and it does not want
to borrow any T hing of cther Bedies, for 1t
brings forth |or generates it {elf ] only of it
{elf, and all Things are in it.

Many Teftimonies more of thefe Mafters
could I proffer, but it being unneceflary, I
omit them for Brevity’s Sake.

However, as for Particulars, of which
you make mention, it is thus with them ¢
Some are come thus far, that they have
been able to (¥) extralt my tinging Spirit;
which they have joined to other Metalss
and brought it about by many Operations;
that I have participated to fuch Metals as
had any Afhnity with me, a imall Matter
of my Virtue and Power; which, howevers
but very few fucceeded in ¢ Likewife did
they partly find it by Chance. (*) And by
Reafon that they did not penetrate mto the
Foundation, whence Tinétures come, there
fore they could nor proceed further, fiﬂd

3 thus
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thus they could not reap very great Advan-
tages therefrom. ~ But if the Artift (*) had 20
looked further about for my own [ proper]]
Wife, and joined [or united] me with her,
I then could have tinged a thoufand Times
more : But they thus fpoiled my Nature
[or Property | with foreign Things. How-
ever, whatever they found, (although but
a fmall Matter in Comparifon of my tiue
Power and Efficacy,) it proceeded from me,
and of no other Thing whatfoever.

&0 L -D.

What you have faid is no fufficient
Proof : For although they [the Philofephers]
write of one only Thing, in which are con-
tamed the four Elements, :and a Body, a
Soul, and a Spirit; they thereby infinuate
[Er give to underftand | the Tin&ture, after
the fame has been compleatly finithed & Tt
muft neverthelefs be compofed in the begin-
ning of me Gold, and my Brother A=
cury, we being the Male and Female Secd,
as has been menrioned ; and when we are
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di-
geftion] we then are both [that] one Thing,
of which they write. = 7 |

Opw
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Onr. 8T O:N_E.

It is no ways thus ; and I have told you

1 1. before, (*) that it is not poffible for: you
two, [to perform it,] for you two are not
one Body, but two Bodies; and you are

in the Foundation of Nature [or Radically]
32. COntrary to each other. (¥) But as for me,
I have an mmperfect Body ; a pure, pene-
trating, tinging, and conftant [or fixed}
Spirit; and befides this, a clear, bright, vo-
latile, and moveable Adercnry ; and am alone
capable of what both of you together do
indeed boaft of, but are not able to perform

it ; for inme is the Philofopher’s Gold, and
the Mercury of the Wife. For this Reafon
33, the Ancients fay : (¥) our Stone 1s not Vi~
fible, nor our Mercury to be had, but out
34. of the foft (*) uncorrupted [or proper | Bo=
dies, and neither of the two can be attain=

ed without the other ; wheretore I alone
do yield the Male and Female Seed, and
am wholly an Homaegenenm 5 alfo am I called .

an Hermaphrodite.
Richardus Aﬂgfm to0, witnefles the fame:

of me, faying : The firft Matter of our

Stone Is called Rebis, that is to fay, a Things
which
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which by Nature has 4 double quality [or
prt;pertyj concealed in 1t {elf 5 and it is like-
wife call'd an Hermaphrodite, that is, a

Matter, which is not eafily to be diftin-
guifh’d, whether it be a Male or Female ;

by Reafon, that it inclines to both Parts.
Therefore a Medicine is made, (¥) out of 35-
a Thing, [or one Thing] which is the
Water of the Body and Sgpirin

- This has occafioned the faying, that this
Medicine has by its e £nigma’s deceived ma-

ny Fools. The Art; however, requires bur
one Thing, which is known to every Bo-
dy ; many wifh forit, and yet it is but one
only Thing ; [or Matter;| (*) nothing 153 6
to be compared to it; and yet it is mean
and cheap ¢ Burt for this it ought not to be
defpifed; for it makes and brings forth [or
compleats | admirable T hings.

Alanns the P/ailqﬁ:}p!ﬂfr fays: You Opera-
| tors in this Art; you ought to be of a fixed
Mind in your Work, not beginning and
trying fometimes with one T hingsand fome-
times with another; for the Art confifts not
in Multitude of Species’s, but in Body and
Soul. And for a (certain) Truth, the Me-
dicine of our Stone is one Thing, one Vef-
Iel, one Compofition. For the whole [ Ma-

ol s fterpiece

[peRre
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frerpiece of | Art is begun with one Thing, -
and is ended with one Thing ; although
the Philofophers, in order to hide the Art,
have pretended to point out many other
ways, as for Inftance : continual Cooking,
[or Digeftion, ] Mixtion, Sublimation, Tr1-
ruration, and Siccation, and as many other
Names [or Allegories] as the fame may be
named withal.. (¥) However, the Soluti-
on of the Body 1s not brought about, but
in 1ts own Blood.

Geber fays thus : In the Foundation (or
n the Root ] of the Nature of Mercary, is
Snlphnr, which perfectsit, [viz. the Aders
m:fj:] by cooking and digefting it during
a long time in t'ﬁe Veins of the Mines.

Thus, my dear Gold, with what has
been faid, you are {ufficiently convinced,
that it 1s only in me, and T alone can per=
torm all, without the Afliftance of you and
all your Brothers ; nor do I want you any
ways, although all of you want me: [Or:
have Occafion for me:) For I can perfect:
you all, and bring you to a higher Degree,
than what you are by Nature,

hen the Gold grew angry, and noti
knowing any more what to anfwer, con=«
{ulted with ws Brother Adercury, and agreed!
upon:
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upon this, that they would affift one ano-
ther, who being two in Number, and our
Stone but {ingle, they (becaufz they could
get no Advantage upon it by difputing)
would by their double Power deiff)roy it
lor kill it] by the Sword.

- But when the Fight began, our Stone if-
fued Strength, [or Power, | (*) and deftroy-
ed and conquered them both: And fwallow-
- ed them [in fuch a manner] that nothing at
all was to be feen of them ; nor what was
become of them.

Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear
God, you have here a true and fufficient
Narrative [or Inftruction] to underftand
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheft
and moft precious Treafure. For no Philo-
. Jopher did ever declare himfelf fo plain and
openly. '

You therefore want nothing elfe, but
that you pray to God thar he may grant
you, to attain to {fuch a dear and preci-
ous Jewel : Next to this quicken your
Thoughts, and read with Prudence, work
with Diligence, and hafte not in [the Pre-

© paration of ] this precious Woik 5 for (*)

38.

1t muft have its narural Time, [or its Timew

ordained b}f Nature, | like Fruit on 2 Tree,
[ or
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or Grapes on a Vine. - Be likewife of a good
Will and Intentiony or elfe the Lord will
grant you nothing ; for God gives 1t to

40,[7110{6, who defire to do good with it; (¥)
and takes it, or detains it from fuch as
would employ it to ill Ufes.

The Lord give you bis Blefing. ~ Amens

s 8 ST
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ANNOTATIONS

Upon the moft

Material Poffages,

- Where the French Tranflation of
THE ANCIENT WAR OF THE
Knronrs, difters from the Ger-
man Original,

From a2 Grrmax Edition.

@ame | HE German Original fays
O B LA A by Number 4. Of felf it
T\ canmot do it, althe’ it [honld
Vel lie for ever IN the Earth ;

21 but the French Tranflation
S e | fays Tfamgb it fhonld for
cver veman ON THE EARTH. °Tis
probable the Tranflator into Larin did fay i

[’**"*‘] FErv ety
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terra, which indeed fometimes may be under-
{tood ox the Earths and 1s taken thus in the
Lovd’s Prayer :  Sicut in Celo ¢ in Terra,
thy Will be done on Earth; but in this
place it fhould be otherways, viz. i the
Earth,

x %

By Number 9. the Germar Original fays:
o which OUR Stone anfwereth, but in the
French the word Omr 1s omitted ; for it fays,
the Stone anfwered. *Tis fuppofed the Tran-
{lator into Latin has omitted firft the word
Ozry not knowing perhaps that there 1s a
difference between the Stone of the Philofo=
phers, and between the Stone called thus fim-
ply. But the French Commentator, as an in-
gentous Philofopher, would not have omitted
the word Omr, but perhaps rather have gi-
ven a learned Explication about it, if {o be
he had found it in the Latinz Tranflation 3
for when the Philofophers fay, Onr Stone, .
they fpeak of it, as 1n that Condition, when
it 1s work’d upon to be brought to Perfeéti- -
on, and plufguam PerfeGion, viz. to the !
Quality commonly called, Z'he Philofophick ;
Stone. But when 1t 1s barely called The
Stone, without any other Epithet, in that
Cafe it may be applied to the Stone, either

Y o genjera]ly: L
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| generally,viz. in all and every one of its States
 and Conditions, or elfe it is taken in parti-
cular (to diftinguith the Stone of the Phi-
Aofophers, or its Matter) when it is fhill uns
der the Operations of Nature, and not yet
brought {o far as that the Artift may affift
Nature by a prudent Imitation of her. But
as foon as the Philofophers work upon it it is
then properly and 1n particular called 7 besr
Stone. T true, the Philofophers fometimes
confound on purpofe thefe two Denomina-
tions, becaufe o?the unworthy ; but fince
the German Philofopher makes fuch a Di-
ftin¢tion, the Tranflator into Lain ought
not to have deprived the Hermetick Difci-
ples of the fame ; for they might take Oc-=.

ton thereby, to meditate, w%y "t1s called
ne time 7he Stone, and at another rime
WWsrr Stonc 5 as likewife in what manner the
Wuthor fpeaks when he calls it merely 7he
Stone; and what he fays when he diftin-
1thes 1t with the word Owr. *Twas wrong
erefore to be guilty of fuch an Omiffion,
s not to give 1t the Denomination of Oy
tone, as often as it was found in the Germuas
Jriginal ; but in Lieu thereof, to call it al=
ays merely The Stone.

ﬁ
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By Number 1o0. the German Original
ﬁys s Dear Gold, ’tis true, God has given o
Hononyy Beanty, and Conftancy ; wlﬁ:ﬁn 15 ren-
dered by the French in this manner : T4
tries my dear Golds ’tis God who has givex
you THE Honowr, THE Durability, ane
THE Beanty. This is faid by the Stone a
an Anfwer to what Gold advanced 1in it
Reproach juft before by Number 9. 1t
which Reproach Gold ufes the Article #ha
viz. the Hononr, &c. thereby to aflume t¢
it {elf 4l the Honour, Beauty, and Praif
which is to be found in the Operation ang
Art of the Philofophers ; for the Germa
Tongue hasthis Property, that the Additior
of the Article 7ke takes in all, or the whold
Therefore the Stone in 1ts Anfwer (accorg
ing to the Germarn Ornginal) hmits ven
much thofe Vertues (which Gold boaftsof |
by the Omiflion of the Article, faying}
God has given 1t Honour, which 1s o
fay : God has given it fome Honour, m
tending as it were, thereby to intimate, thr

- Gold poflefles but a part of fuch Vertues
and it alfo gives to underftand in the follows
ing Difcourfes, that the Stone it felf h!
communicated in the Earth to Gold, th

B0y o e Honowt
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fonour, Beauty, c#c. which it pofleffes,
nd who is beholden for the fame to the
tone ; fo that it ought not to pretend from
hat, to have the Chief; or fo much asany

art at all in the Philofophical Work, efpe-

ially with the Exclufion of the Stone, whom
sold wrongly vilifies. s
*Tis, however, not the fault of our emi-
ent French Philofopher, that the faid Arti-
le [The] has been made ufe of in the reply
f the Stone, it having happened by Acci=
ent ; for as he did not tranflate the faid
Creatife, called, T'he War of the Knights, from
he German Tongue, but from the Latin, 1n«
o which it had been tranflated firft; and
e Latin Tongue having no Articles, 1t was
ot poffible for him to know, whether or
0y or at what place the Article was made
fe of in the Original ; {o that it feems to
ave crept in, at the place aforefaid, by mere
hance. |
*T'is neverthelefs true, that the Latin Tran-
tor is to blame ; for in Cafe he had been
reful to render the Author’s Intention ex~
y he might have done it, although it was
t poffible to do it by an Article ; and it
ght have been given in thefe or the like
ords : Versm efty Denm tibi honorisy pul-
itndinis ¢ in igne conflantie ALIQUVID
E Typnitd for

25



26

T

The HERMETICAL

[or WECESSARIVAM TIBI DI
MENSU M) conceffiffe.

X
X %

By the laft mentioned Number there fol-
lows {oon after : But as for your d{@am{gi?f
me this, you do it with 'Ummfé which Words
have been left out in the French. Whofe
Fault foever it be, 1t 1s certain, the Words |
are very expreflive, (as almoft all the. reft of’
the faid Treatife,) and give to underftand,,
that the Addition of Vulgar Gold to the:

philofophical Work, tends to the faid Work’s:
Deftruction.

X
* %

By Number 13. the German Original
-fays : éveiﬂg Apparent, that all of them ring|
wothing to EffeCt, bur employ their Gold in vaini
{and| DESTROY THEMSELVES
BY IT. But the French fays : For 'tis im+
prfﬁmfhfj that rbfy enmsploy their Gold, and thay
they ENDE AVOUR TO DESTRO3
g

The Latin Tranflator has in this Paflagy
taken the Germar (for the word deftroy
quite wrong, having probably faid thus
Anrum inutiliter impendunt ¢ Corrumpunt —
which is altogether againft the Senfe and
Meaning of the Original. =~

TH
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The French Philofopher has very well

=

perceived, that this Paflage could not be right, -

and therefore did not render it into Frewuch
in the fame Senfe, viz. Thar they deftroy the
Gold, but fays, 7 hart they endeavonr to deffro
it ; knowing very well, that it is not pc:;dﬁf
- ble for them to deftroy the Gold.

The Tranflator into Latin ﬁnding the
word deftroy in the German, would have
kept the true Meaning of the fame Author,
if he had faid : _Awimadvertimus, gnod bifce
nibil fﬁciaﬂt, fed potins anyum eorninz insutili-
ter impendant, cogue ipfo deficientes mifiré pef-

[um cant, ¢ in [wmmam egeflatem incidant,
¥ .

% o 7
By the laft quoted Number, the Germar
Original fays in the reply of Gold : I/
prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings, that the
Art may be compleated by me and my Brother
Mercury 5 concerning which it is to be no-
ted, that in the Fremch, the Words : _4vd
my Brather Mercary, have been omitted.

X

*
By Number 15. the German Original
fays = And they write withont any winding
Expreffions.  But the French fays, withost

any Referve,
| | [r 4l By
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X
% % .
By Number 19. the Germar Origina
fays : Th] Brother Mercnry is indeed impers
feity yet therefore is not he the Mercury of the
Philofophers.—But the French {ays : Th] Bro-
ther Adercary is indeed imperfelty and by cone

[fegqueence be is not the Mercmy of the W}
In this manner it would be true indeed,
that the Author of The Aucient War of the
[Grights had contradiCted himfelf 5 ‘which
the French Commentator 1s obliged t0 own,
and therefore makes Pyrophilus to ftare a Que-
ition, how to folve this Doubt 2 In anfwer
to which, Endoxzs has done what he could
to maintain the Honour and Credit of the
Author. But there would have been no
Occafion to form {uch Doubt, nor to clear

fﬂ’.—"

- 1ty if the Tranflation had been true, and

¢onform to the Intention of the Original.
However, as nothing s {o bad, but fome
cood arifes from it, as-the Proverb fays ; it
has been the fame with this Paffage ; 1t hae
ving {;iven Occafion to the Commenting Phi-
lofopher to give feveral important and ufeful
Confiderations upon this Paffage, although
he found it himfelf very hard. ~Perhaps the
Tranflator into Latin has been a German, and
rendered it thus: Frater tuus Mevcurins off
qnidﬁm
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guidem tperfettus, [éd proprerea non off Mer-
curins [apientwm—-. 1t it were thus, it were
a Germanifm, whofe Senfe will be taken right

by a German who underftands Latin ; but

not eaﬁly by a Frenchmar, who 1s not ace
quainted with the Germanifin’s, which often
happen amonglt the Germans in the Latin
Tongue ; For, one {ees that the French Phi-
lofmp%)er has taken the Senfe of the Lavin
Words thus : He is imperfect, but for that
very Reajm (BECATVSE HE IS [M-
PERFECT) is not be the Mercury of tne
Wife. A German, however, underftands
it thus : He is imperfecl, but therefore (A L-
T HOOGH HE IS T3PERs
FECT) he is not the Mevcury of the Sages ;
or, it is therefore no Confequence thar be [hould
be the Mdercury of the Philofophers i 1t being
no Argument at all, that an imperfect Adera
¢ury (of which there ave many Kinds) {hould
by Reafon of its Imperfettion be the Philo-
{fophick Adercury. And thus 1t’s very pro-
bable to have been the fault of the Tranfla-
ter, who, If he had been refolved to make
ufe of the word propterea, (which neverthe-
lefs might better ﬁave been omitted,) he
ought at leaft to have put the word #om be-
fore ity wiz. Non ramen propterca eft Mercu-
vines [apientunm 5 ovy; Now tamen inde confici-

1y

o
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tury eum proprerea effe Mercurinm [apicntim.
So that this eminent Philofopher (wiz. the
Commentator) may have been led into an
Error, by the Aquivocation of this Germa-
nifm 3 and one {ees how he is forced to turn
and wind himfelf in the Anfwer of Endoxus,
for to skreen the German Philofopher from
the blame of the {uppofed Contradi&tion ;
which if he has fucceeded in it, and whe-
ther the Doubt, formed by Pyrophilus, has
been fufhciently cleared and taken away by
Endoxns’s An{wer, (how learned and ufeful
foever it be,) is left to the Judgment of
thofe that are well skilled in this Art. May
be this Paflage has appeared to the faid Com-
;_ mentator as one of thofe which the Philo-
fophers make ufe of, when, becaufe of the
unworthy, and alfo for other Reafons, they
- contradi¢t themfclves, which ought to be
no Obitacle to the true Difciples of Hermes,
who fhould take Occafion from thence, .to
meditate {fo much the more upon the Reafon
and Caufe of fuch Contradi¢tion ; by which
means they may unexpectedly difcover fome
Truths. For Cofmopolite fays in the Epi-
logue of his Treatife : Noki moveri, guod
alignando contradictoria in meis Trattatibus, mo-
ve Philofophornm mfitato, tibi occwrrmmt. N. B.
Opns babes illis, fi iutelligis. Non reperitnr
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rofa fine [pinis. And further in his Treatife
of Sulphur, Cap. de 3 ptincip. He fays: Nec
te moveat, quod [Cripta contraria fibi videan-
tur in ahguibus locis ; ita enim op#s ¢fty ne ars
proderetur : T antem elige ea, gue crum Na-
ZHTA Convemiunt 5 accipe rofas, relingue (pinas. —
And in the fame manner our eminent French
Commentator has (probably) taken this re-
ply of the Stone for fuch an affumed Con-
tradi¢tion, which he defigned to reconcile

by the Anfwer of Exdoxus.

%
x %

By Number 32. the German Original

fays : But as for mey, I have an imperfect

Body ; a prres penetrating, tinging, and con-

Stant Spirite— The French gives thefe Words

with {ome Variation, viz. I bave an imper-

feit B ad;, a fledfaft Sonl, a penctrating T ip-
¢lure.~Which, neverthelefs, is much to the
fame purpofe. Only this ought to be ad-
ded ; that there are two Editions extant
~in the German Tongue, which differ from
the reft, and afcribe the Stone 4 perfest Bo-
dy. But according to the firft Edition

rinted 1604, and others more, the Stone
Eas an imperfect Body,

Here

ML et ey

21




33 The Hemwmericar

' Here it ought to be faid, that both, per-
felt and smperfect is true, confidering that
the Stone is at different Times in a diffe-
rent Station, which is fufficiently limited

- by the Anfwer which Eudoxns gives upon
. the Objection made by Pyrephilus upon the
. faid Number. -

If however one would keep to the two
. afore-mentioned Editions, in that Cafe there
. would have been no Occafion for the Ob-
jection of Pyrophilus, nor for the Anfwer of
t Eundoxus.

X
* X

The Paffage by Number 34. is that of
which the Fremch Commentaror makes men-
tion in his Preface, where the Old Philofo-
phers are quoted, and made to fay thus:
Onr Mercury cannot be bad bur ont of the
[oft umwadulrerated Bodies.

The Caufe why this Paffage has been cor-
rupted 1n the tran{lacing it into Latin, feems
to proceed from the German word o £ CHT,
which fignifies fo much as true, proper,
legitimate, uncorrupted, ftandard, and fine,
and ferves generally to diftinguifh a true
Matter from a Counterfeit ;3 but the fame
Word having fome Similitude with the

s SR
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Word ACHT which fignifies Eight, the
Tranflator has been led into the Miftake,
which the Commentator finds fault witch.

Whether the French Commentator got
this grofs Error rectified from the Origi-
nal, or whether he thought proper to ex-
punge thofe dark and improper Words, and
infert others in their room, is not known ;
but it 1s certain, that if this laft be the
Cafe, a Phuilofopher, like himfelf, has Au-
thority to do 1t ; efpecially when he inti-
mates fuch his Intencion, as the Commen-
tator has done ; who likewife, asa Mafter,
has the Prerogative to teach the Difciples
of Hermes, by what Words he thinks pro-
per, from whence the Mercury of the Wife
1s to be taken.

*Ti1s obfervable alfo, that this faid Com~
mentator faying : It is not poffible 10 attain
to the Poffeffion of omr Mercury any other
ways than by the means of e Bodies, where-
of one cannot receive its reguifite Perfeltion
withont the other, has ordered this Paflace
in fuch a manner, that it agrees with the
Intention of the Original, altho’ the Words
are varied.

By
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34 The HERMETICAL

X X
x

By Number 35. the French Tranflationt
fays : The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore
made ont of a T hings which is the Warery and
the Spivit of the Body. But the German Ori-
oinal fays : Therefore a Medicine is made out
of a Thing, which is the Water of the Body
and Spirit. —Which laft, however, contra-
dicts no ways the Senfe and Meaning of our
Commentator, who fays himfelf in his third
Key : That in the Wine of the Philofophers
(which appears in form of Water) there are
three divers Subffances, and three natural Prine
ciples of all Bodies, viz. Salt, Sulphur, and
Mercury, which are the Spirit, the Sonl, and
the Body.— And thus it may be faid, accord-
ing to the Senfe of the Original : Tha
1 hingy ont of which the Medicine is made, is
the Water, (viz. the Wine of the Wife) of
the Body, (viz. of the Body in the Water,
who is the Male) and of the Spirit. (viz. of
the Body and Spirit ; for the Author him-
felf takes them altogether in the aforecited
place, as the Feminine.) And with this,
compare what 1s faid by Number 37.

Sect.
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x x
)

By Number 38. the German Original
{ays : When the Fight began, ounr Stone IS-
SUED STRENGTH. - But the French
fays : The Stone difplayed ITS Force, and
ITS Valonr. - Which™ intimates, as if the
Stone had employed all its Strength for to

- conquer the two Companions ; whereas the
German gives to underftand, that the Stone

employed only fo much of its Strength as
requifite to conquer them.

This Paflage may be compared with the
Annotation, which has been 'made about that

- by Number 10.

X x
.3

Laftly, Tt isworth obferving (and it oughe

‘rather to have been mentioned firft of ail,

being it is on the Title Page, as likewife
afterwards menticned by Ewudexus in the
Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger-
man Original fays : That the Stone of the
Philofophers is prepared by thofe who rrage
Naturey with the Affiftance of LT NAR
FULCAN ; by which Lunar Filcax (ac~
cording to what is faid by the mrore-menrid-
ong

35
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oned Number 4.) is meant the fecret and
natural Fire of the Philofophers.

*Tis true, this Fire is, as to it felf, one
only Fire; but as to the place, it is called
both Interiour and Exteriour ; for Inftance,
the faid Ewdoxss calls it, The natural and
interionr Firey, becanfey fays he, it is bronghe
ro Altion by the exierionr Fire.

Pbi!aﬁpgfa eALoyptiaca on the other Hand
fays: Ofiris & é‘s nti conjuges funts fic ¢’
fracer ¢ forors Platarcho refte, f(ub myftica
q:rmf&m ratione habentes, quws additur ters
vins quidams Tiphon (forte ignis internus ma-
terie) niger (5 ardens Spiritns, qui Ofiridem
fratrem uterinum in minatiffima membra difs
fecat.  Hifce adnmmerant VOLCANT M
SEVU IGNEM EXTERNUM —=
Therefore if taken according to this latter
enfe, wiz. of its being Exterionr, it s not
part of the Matter, as Artephius fays ; but
if taken in the firft Senfe, 1t 1s part of
the Matter, according to the meaning of
Empedocles.

As to Pulcan being called Lunary the Aus
thor of the War of the Knights agrees in
this with the great Hevmes, who fays: Pa=
ter efus Soly mater vero Luna; and hereby

is intimated the Quality of the philofophi-

-cal Fasleany viz) that its Heat muft be tems

- p_"ered _
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pered by the Humidity proceeding fiom

- Luna ; tor, Algabel in Confil. Conj. de maffa

Solis ¢ Lune {ays: Sol (which by our Au-
thor is called Pulcan) eff fons totins caloris =

I

Luna antem dowina Humiditatis,  And Her-

mes {ays :  Humiditas et ex dominio Lune 3
pf?{gxeda antem ex dominio Solis. For that
Reafon fays Cofmapolire : Calor intvinfecus mnl
20’ cfficacior eft hoc igne elementaliy [éd tempe-
ratur tevrend aquis gue dz die in diem poros
terre penctrat illamgue refrigerat : Sic folem
caleflem 5 cjus calorem temperat aér, gri de
die in die circumvolat orbems, And at anoe
ther place; Sicuti Sol centralis habet fumm
mare ¢ agunam crudam perceptibilens ; fic Sol
celeftis haber ctiam [isnm mare & aguam [ihe

tilem ¢ inperceptibilem. — And thus tor the

aforefaid Reafons, the Fulcan of the Philp-

| ﬁrphfr.r muft be Lunar.

As to the Fremch Tranflation of thefe
Words, they are quite otherways; for the
fame Tranflation calls it Zunatick FPulcas.
It 15 not to be fuppofed that thefe Words
are given with any other meaning than what
(afore-mentioned ; for, Lunatick_is 1 ano-
ther Senfe mad, and it cannot be {uppofed
that the Title of The War of the Kinights

would intimate, that the Stone of the 2ki-

[¥¥%x] lofiphers
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lofophers is to be prepared with the Affifts

ance of fuch a mad Pulean. On the con-
trary, the Turba fays : Ne incendatis bal-
nenm  Citvini (5° ejus  nxoris pluvimum,  ne
fenfin & motn priveninr.  Item, Veneramini
Regem & fuam nxorem & nolite eos combun
zere mimio igne. And therefore the Foun-
tan' (which Bernbard Trevifan fpeaks of)
in which the King bathes himfelf is {e-
cured by a threefold Fence.—1In the Expo-
{ition of the Epiftle, Solis ad Lunam, are
thefe Words: E g0 Luna crefcens in lumine
Solari_ frigida ¢ humiday quia funs mater b
moram ¢ tu Soly calidus ¢5 ficcns, qrod eff
principinm  generationis omminm, quando copu=
lati fuerimus, 1. e. comjunttic. N. B. In o £-
gualitate flatus, 1. e. in proportione ¢ man=
Sfione. - Now fuch a Copulation as that cane
not be brought about by a mad Pulcan,,
and therefore 7he War of "the Knights could |
not fuppofe that the Tracers of Nature!
had macﬂ? ufe of the Afliftance of fuch Viosy
lence, for to make the Stone of the Philo=
[ophers.

The Reafon why in the French Tran=
flation is faid Lunatick Pisloan, proceed
Embably from the Tranflators into Zati
having made another Error in this Paffages
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and faid « Awuxilio Vilcani Lunatici ; when
he thould have faid, Axxilio Vulcani Luna-
ris 3 which Error, however, 1s not to be
imputed to our eminent Commentator, who
was obliged to receive the Words as they
were given him; and it is only in order to
clear our Learned Commentator from the
Sufplcmn of fuch an Error, that this Ans
notation has been made thereupon,
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