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Specifleation. A.D. 1861.—N° 876. 8
Taylor's Impts. in Receiving, Drying, and Deodorizing Human Excrement,

during the term therein expressed, should and lawfully might make, use,
exercise, and vend, within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
‘the Channel Islands, and Isle of Man, an Invention for * IMPROVEMENTS IN
ArparaTUs FOR RecEiving, Devive, Axp Deovorrzive Human Excremenr,”
5 upon the condition (amongst others) that I, the said Francis Taylor,
‘my executors or administrators, by an instrument in writing under my, or
their, or one of their hands and seals, should particularly deseribe and ascer-
tain the nature of the said Invention, and in what manner the same was to
be performed, and cause the same to be filed in the Great Seal Patent Office
10 within six calendar months next and immediately after the date of the said
Letters Patent. '
NOW ENOW YE, that I, the said Francis Taylor, do hereby declare the
nature of the said Invention, and in what manner the same is to be performed,
to be particularly described and ascertained in and by the following statement

15 thereof, that is to say :—
| Upon a floor so constructed that the liquid excrement may run to one place
either to be wasted in a sewer or retained in a tank or moveable vessel for
purposes of irrigation, I propose to place a large turntable to revolve upon a
centre pivot so arranged with numerous small notches at the outer edge or
20 otherwise, as to admit of its being turned a short distance after each time of
use. These notches are to be caught by a spring connected with the heel of the
door of the privy or otherwise acted on, so that each time the door is opened
the turntable shall be moved one notch; the seat of the privy to be placed
over the outer part of the turntable, so that the solid excrement shall be safely
25 dropped on to it, the urine running off to the water floor below. By the
action of the spring on the door, the table being moved one notch, the deposit
of execrement is passed on slightly, and the next deposit is made in a fresh
place. A thorough draught of air is to be allowed between the turntable and
the floor of the privy. The floor of the privy must be sufficiently high above
30 the turntable to allow of a considerable accumulation of excrement, and be
made smell-tight. By this process the excrement is dried by natural means,
just as guano is dried, becomes hard and inoffensive, retaining all its fertilizing
properties, not having the opportunity of fermenting and decomposing. The
paper which is used in the privy is collected, and after soaking in water and
35 washing off the small quantity of exerement it is soiled with, is to be scalded
and made up again into paper. In large establishments where the quantity of
excrement deposited on the turntable is too great for the natural drying
process to be carried on, artificial heat may be introduced, either by a furnace
and flue for the purpose, or by allowing some of the heat and soot from a













