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Specification, A.D. 1859.—N°"1222. 3

Owen's Improved Menstrual Receiver or Truss.

following statement, reference being had to the Drawings hereto annexed,
that is to say :—

Figure 1 is a top view of said improved menstrual receiver or truss;
Figure 2, a side elevation ; Figure 3, an inside view ; Figure 4, a transverse
section, and Figure 5, a longitudinal section of it; Figure 6 is a longitudinal
section of its fitting valve and pipe; Figure 7 is a transverse section of the

valve and its seat.

The nature of the said Invention consists of two air-tight hollow crescents,
shewn at A, B, made of vulcanized caoutchoue, or some other air-tight
flexable waterproof material, so constructed that they can be filled or inflated
with air. These two air-tight crescent-shaped cushions are conjoined by a
syphon or connection piece C, which is also made of waterproof flexable
material, and extends from the outer surface or edge of one to that of the
other, and so as to make an elongated cup-shaped space D between the two
crescents capable of holding a sponge, or some other proper absorbent.

At or near the two contiguous ends of the crescents or vessels A, B, they
open into one another by a pipe or conduit @, so arranged as to allow a free
passage of air from one to the other, and at the opposite end of one of the
crescents or vessels is a filling hole or passage 0, Figure 4, provided with a
valve ¢; the filling Lole b is made through the seat of the valve ¢, such seat
being at the bottom of a metallic valve socket f, and which has a female
serew g, Figure 6, formed in it, and is cemented in the hollow crescent B,
Figure 4. A cap-shaped valve ¢, as shewn in section, Figures 6 and 7, screws
into socket f, and is furnished with one or more lateral air passages i, 1, leading
through its sides, below the screw, and where its diameter is less than the
SCrew. :

This cap-shaped valve is made to receive the filling tube or key k, which
should fit into it, so as to be capable, when turned around axialy, of causing
the valve to turn in the socket. By means of this key tube, which may be
detached from the valve when not in use, the crescents or air-tight eushions
may be inflated with air, which, when the valve is screwed down on its seat,
will remain sustained in the crescents or cushions. By raising the valve off
its seat and compressing the instrument, the air will be expelled from it, so as
to enable it to be folded up or packed away in a very small space.

In wearing the instrument, a female places it between the thighs, so as to
cover the labia of the vagina, and confines it in place by two or more elastic
straps [, m, extended from its corners or ends upward on the back and front
parts of the body to a belt fastened around the body above the hips.

By being constructed of waterproof materials, the deposit made in the












