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Boissonneau's Tmprovements in Artificial Fyes.

comes directly under my improvements, as regards principle, application, and
effects.

It was necessary to keep the artificial eye in a horizontal direction by some
power independent of mechanical action, without inereasing the weight of the
enamel, without interfering with the harmony of the features, especially as to
the spot in which the iris should be placed between the lids, 1 was very
anxious to avoid pressure, in a hygienic point of view, and heing naturally
led to shorten the temporal margin, the centre of gravity was displaced and
success complete.

I will now state by what circumstance I was led to notice these facts,
When an artificial eye is contrived to maintain a horizontal position by
mechanical means, it canses on the first day it is worn a dilatation of the
external portion of the mucous membrane which supports it, on account of the
pressure of its extremities. This first artificial eye which makes a deep
indentation in the mucons membrane should be exchanged on the next day for
another eye, the temporal margin of which should be decidedly longer.

The caruncular or nasal margin need not be modified in this manner, because
it rests against more resisting parts than the opposite side does. It is plain
that the latter presses directly on soft parts of a very dilatable nature, which,
yielding to pressure, render for some days a change of eyves necessary, until the
dilatation no longer takes place, and the parts successfully resist the pressure.
Hence arises a peculiar increase of the temporal margin or section, which
increase was preceded by a shortening of the same in the {rials made to remedy
pressure. But this shortening, whilst it did not always reduce this margin to
the same extent as the opposite one, of course removed the centre of gravity
with favorable results as to the equipoising of the artificial eye.

Although my mode of equipoising artificial eyes can only be suceessfully
applied in the more recent shapes, my second improvement, which is now to
be described, is applicable to all kinds of artificial eyes; and this improve-
ment providentially removes a most distressing source of inconvenience, as it
entirely frees the patient from the accumulation of mueos, which was the
consequence of the tears decomposing and stagnating in the concavity of the
artificial eye.

The means by which I have succeeded in correcting this imperfection are
the following :—

I cut on the lower palpebral margin a votch, perforation, or aperture, which
establishes a communication between the external and internal portions of the
artificial eye. This allows the lachrymal fluid to find its level, prevents its
stagnation in the concavity of the artificial eye, and re-establishes the absorbent












