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Specification. A.D. 1854.—N° 866. 3
Cox’s Improvements in Coating Pills and Boluses. A

It has heretofore been proposed to obtain this result by using a solution of
gelatine as a coating, but this has failed, from the faet that on immersing the
pills in the solution a portion of the component parts of the pill beeomes'
dissolved, and a combination of the same with the gelatine takes place. In
like manner a second immersion of the pill in the gelatine will (instead of
imparting a coat of pure gelatine) again dissolve the surface of the pill, and
unavoidably produce an adhesion between the pills, which virtually renders the
application of a second coat impracticable. Now, the object of this Invention
is to remedy the defect heretofore experienced in coating pills and bolusses
with a tasteless solution, and effectnally to envelope the pill or bolus in a
pellicle or covering, which shall be perfectly tasteless, and yet permit of the

gastric juices of the animal body acting upon the pill. To this end T dissolve:

Venice turpentine, Canada balsam, gum thus, or frankincense, mastic, myrrh,
or other gum or resin, insoluble in water or saliva (but capable of being
readily acted upon by the juices of the stomach) in ther, aleohol, or other
proper solvent, and the pills or bolusses to be coated I immerse therein, or

- otherwise moisten their surfaces in any convenient way. The pills or bolusses
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when thus coated are to be kept in motion until the solvent is sufficiently
evaporated, to prevent the adhesion of the pills or bolusses to each other. In
applying a second coating of the dissolved gum (which in most cases I deem
desirable) care must be taken that the first coating has already become dry
and hard; in that case the second application will not disturb the first coat,
and consequently the adhesion of the pills to each other, if kept in motion, will
not take place.

Another method of applying this covering is to reduce to powder any one of
the friable resins or gums which are insoluble in water, but capable of being
readily acted upon by the juices of the stomach, as aforesaid, and to coat the
pills or bolusses with the powdered material, and then to immerse them in a
proper solvent; or I first immerse them in the solvent, and while their surface
is still wet roll them in the powdered resin. The solvent contained on the
surface of the pill or bolus will in either case dissolve a portion of the resin, and
form a pellicle of soluble resinous gum around it. The solvent is then to be
evaporated, and the coating is completed. If, however, it is thought desirable,
the pills or bolusses may be subsequently made to take the ordinary appear-
ance of such articles, by dusting over them powdered magnesia or other
innoenous powder.

Having now set forth the nature of my Invention of “Improvements in
Coating Pills and Bolusses, "and explained the mode of carrying the same into






