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A.D. 1843.—N° 9906. 3
Poole's Tmprovements in Enveloping Mzdicines.

(@) full of holes to receive the mandrils. In a small vessel is placed a
quantity of the pieces of membrane; he takes a mandril, when a piece of
membrane is drawn over it, as shewn in the Drawing, turning the membrane
inside out in the act of drawing it on the mandril, care being taken to fold
over the end of the membrane so as entirely to close it without leaving too
great a thickness where so folded. This mandril is then placed upon a pierced
board, and the operation is repeated upon numerous other mandrils in like
manner. A single capsule or envelope, such as I have described, is suitable
for medicines the action of which it is desired should be felt speedily in the
stomach ; but as a covering to other medicines, such as the balsam of eapivi
for instance, I use a double envelope, that is prepared by merely drawing a
piece of the membrane over the mandril on which there is a capsule already.
In the process of drying, the two unite together and form one homogeneous
body. When dry a coat of gelatine is applied, which gives substance, but
this may be dispensed with ; the capsules are removed from the mandrils to be
filled. In drawing the capsules off the mandrils it is done by reversing them
so that the part which was inside on the mandril becomes the outside.

I have described the capsule of a single membrane, and also of a double
membrane. The capsules now formed have to be filled, and, for example’s
sake, I will suppose the medicine to be employed to be the balsam of capivi.
For filling the capsules an instrument, represented in Figure 8, is used. It
is a small cylinder ¢, in which is placed the balsam of eapivi; d is a small
pump screwed on the upper part of the eylinder ¢. This pump is destined to
force air upon the capivi, thereby compressing it and obliging it to run from
the cock e. This cock ¢ is small, terminated by a point, and having a very
small passage, so that the capivi is discharged vigorously, but little in quantity.
The foot of this apparatus is of lead, in order to keep it without the risk of
upsetting. The interior of the apparatus is tinned to guard against verdigris.
The eylinder is only filled to the extent of about two thirds with capivi,
leaving space for the air which is to be introduced to compress the capivi. In
proportion as the eapivi diminishes air is forced in until it be emptied; on
taking off the pump a fresh supply is putin. It is thus the capsules are
filled. The operator before filling a capsule inserts it into a small mandril,
and with a brush he slightly wets the outside as low down as the place where
the tying will take place. The mandril is then taken out and the capivi filled
in. Two persons should be engaged for filling and tying. The capsule should
be taken with the left hand, and the end pinched with the finger and thumb
0 as to reserve a small part where the capivi cannot penetrate. It is then
held to the eock, which is opened with the right hand; when a sufficient












