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A.D. 1791.—N° 1803. 3

De Chemant’s Composition for Making Avtificial Teeth, &e.

as is mixed for cornice moulds, which, when dry, gives a true and solid model
of the mouth ; either of the above pastes which you chuse to use is then,
well _kuemled. so as to make it flexible and compact, and is pressed into the
plaister mould, The paste having now aequired its proper shape, is taken out
of the mould and laid on any flat and hard surface, and is dried either in the
sun or before the fire ; when it is so far dried as not easily to be put out of
shape, carve out the teeth with a pen knife or other sharp instrument to the
form you wish, after which you place it in the oven on plates made of earth,
such as are made use of for the French porcelaine. As the paste in drying
loses somewhat of its thickness, spread or widen the wax mould when taken
out of the mouth to an increase in extent of about one seventh, which is done
by pressing on the middle of it with the thumb and middle finger, and
determine the space by compasses. Observe to bore such holes as may be
necessary for the fastenings before the teeth are perfectly dry.

To make an enamel: Take ten pounds of the best lead, six pounds of
pewter; calcine both together, reduce the whole to powder, and pass it
thro” a hairsieve; then take ten pounds of sand, such as that of Fontainebleau,
four pounds of barilla of Alicant; mix them well together; sift them thro’ a
hair sieve; put them into a ecrucible of a proper size, and place it under the
oven or furnace to be baked, Take ten pounds of this mixture, clean it well,
and pound it very fine; add to it one pound of spermaceti and one pound of
the best lead; then four pounds of borax; mix the whole together, and put
them into a good erucible under the oven; afterwards, you clean and pound it
well, and add to it as many ounces of red lead as there are pounds of enamel ;
moisten it with water, and pass it thro’ the mill. This enamel, mixed with elean
water, is now to be applied to the teeth with a hair pencil, after which the teeth
are again put under the oven or furnace till the enamel is hardened, observing
that the degree of heat must be milder than is necessary to purify the paste, as
first mentioned, Observe, also, that the enamel must be laid on the paste
formed of caholin of Limoges in the same manner as is usual in common hard
porcelzine, That part of the teeth which is intended to represent the gnms is
eoloured with such quantity of carmine, according to the shade required, mixed
with spirit of turpentine, and laid on with a hair pencil, after which they are
again placed in the oven, but in a still milder degree of heat, and when the

5 colour is dry the teeth are fully compleat.

To make the springs and fastenings for whole sets: Take any quantity you
like of gold at the standard of twenty carats, convert it into wire of the
thickness of a small pin; but before it is so reduced, that is, about three holes
before the last of the machine through which it is passed, make it red in the






