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“The circumstances under which our intimacy had its origin are highly
honourable to you. . . . Whoever remembers what Westminster College
was in our time, will acknowledge, that it was no common occurrence for
a Senior to inspire his Junior with a lasting friendship for him.”* The vol-
ume bearing these remarks was issued in 1821, the year Anne Hunter
died, and we may presume that Nares’ half century of intimacy with Ever-
ard included Anne during the greater part of fifty years.

The Archdeacon’s eulogy of Mrs. Hunter becomes of primary sig-
nificance to John Hunter’s admirers, since it focuses attention at once on
two aspects of Mrs. Hunter’s qualities—firstly, the basis for her endear-
ment to John himself, and secondly the manner in which she linked John,
even though indirectly, to his literary contemporaries. It is a fact of singu-
lar interest that Mrs. Hunter was in her own right a figure of eminence
in the literary circles of cighteenth century London; and for those who are
accustomed to celebrate her husband John as one of the dominant leaders
of eighteenth-century British science, it may be enlightening to point out
the distinction which his wife atrained, in her own quiet and unassuming
way.

The Archdeacon’s words of admiration were strong ones; yet lest the
cautious reader accuse him of undue prejudice, we can show that similar
qualities in Mrs. Hunter’s character were emphasized by others, friend
and foe alike of John. There is the letter, for instance, written by Tommy
Shippen, son of William Shippen, Jr. and Alice Shippen, who visited
Anne in London around 1787 and wrote home to his mother, an old friend
of Anne’s:

From her appearance you would suppose her 23 or 30 years of age,® & she is
graceful, genteel & elegant beyond anything I have seen in England. . . . ] am sure
I do no injustice to Mr Hunter in giving M™ Hunter the sole credit of the elegant
arrangement of everything I saw at the house and I might also say that I had seen
nothing so elegant as the entertainment of this day since I have been here. Lord
Lansdown forms the only exception.*

* Home, Practical Observations on the Treat-
mient of Strictures in the Urethra, 2d ed., vol. 2,
dedication, n.p.

1 She was born in 1742, and must then have
been around 45.

¢ Livingston, Namcy Shippen, her Journal
Book, 253-54. William Shippen, Jr., familiar
to Americans alike for his medical services
during the Revolution and for his part in the
foundation of the pioncer Medical Depart-

ment of the University of Pennsylvania, had
studied with John Hunter and with his
brother William Hunter. His wife, née Alice
Lee, was a school friend of Anne Home's, and
named her first daughter for her. Part of a
letter from Anne Home Hunter to Mrs.
Shippen, written on the oceasion of Anne
Home Shippen's birth, is recorded in Living-
ston, of. cif. 56—57.
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is not mentioned again in the diary until 1 May 1790, when Miss Burney
spoke of her as though she had not meantime seen her (and spoke of her,
by the way, perhaps in envy, in the only derogatory remarks I have ever
found recorded against her). In a description of a recent gathering at the
Pantheon, where fashionable London met and danced, she remarked:
“Mrs. John Hunter, also, recollected me: I had once met her at an assem-
bly at Mrs. Thrale’s. She is a very fine woman, and highly accomplished;
but with rather too much glare, both without and within.”!? Agnes Baillie
presumably could have seen Miss Burney at parties at Mrs. Hunter’s
only between 1790 and 1793, since Mrs. Hunter ceased to entertain and
lived a life of the quietest retirement after she became a widow in 17¢93. If
she entertained Fanny formally as “Madame D’Arblay” she can have
done so only between 28 July 1793, when Miss Burney became Madam
D’Arblay, and 16 October that year, when Hunter died. Mrs. Milligan,
however, designated Mrs. Hunter’s friends by names to which they were
only later entitled: Horace Walpole, for instance, became Lord Orford
only in January 1792, and, as it will be shown below, he was friendly to
Anne some years before his succession to the title.

There is no doubt, however, about Anne’s friendship with the others
listed by Mrs. Milligan as her friends. Anne wrote for Mrs. Carter, a dis-
tinguished student of literature and the classics, a translator of Epictetus,
and a scholar for whom even Johnson had the highest respect, “Carisbrook
Castle, 2 poem, with notes. . . . Inscribed to Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, by her
most obliged, and affectionate friend and servant, the author. Jan. 6,
1802.""* She dedicated no published verses to Mrs. Montagu;* but she
addressed another to the friends of the bluestockings in verse, in the lines
“To Mrs. Delainy, upon the marks of royal bounty which she received at
a very advanced age, after the death of her friend the Duchess of Portland,
in 1786:”

Delainy, far from courtly art,

My free lyre vibrates to my heart
The simple notes of truth;

I joy to see thy virtuous age

With honours crown’d, a fair presage
For well deserving youth.

13 Ihid. 4. 375 Her husband was a cousin of Edward Wortley

¥ Hunter, op. ¢if. 39. Montagu, and of Lady Mary Wortley Mon-

1 Elizabeth Robinson Montagu, the central  tagu who popularized the practice of inocula-
figure of the bluestocking group in London. tion against smallpox.
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Poor Creature—I1 a bu jusqu’ au lies la Coupe amére & douce de la Sen-
sibilité, might Jean Jacques observe in this Place.”*® We know from Miss
Burney that Mrs. Hunter visited Mrs. Thrale with Seward in 1782, and
Mrs. Thrale’s notebook for 1782 reads:

M Seward picked up the Musick—or thinks he has, of the Song the Indians sing
while their Tormentors are preparing and inflicting various Tortures upon them:
it is well known that the North American Tribes do make their Prisoners endure
the most bitter Agonies before Death; it is well known too, that they pique them-
selves on the Constancy with which they bear these Torments: M John Hunter,
Wife to the famous Anatomist has made a Base to the Tune; . . . I had no Notion
She could write so well.'?

Horace Walpole, who hovered occasionally among the bluestockings,
was warm in his praise of her. He first mentioned her in the Letters in the
spring of 1791, when he wrote to Mary Berry: “I am just come from Lady
Herries, who with Mrs. Hunter charged me to tell you how glad they are
to hear you are better of your fall.”*® He had known her far earlier, how-
ever: on 30 June 1784 he had personally escorted Lord Robert and Lady
Herries and John and Anne Hunter through the collection of oddities at
Strawberry Hill; Anne visited Strawberry Hill again on 19 June 1789, and
Walpole himself exhibited the glories of his establishment to the Hunters
and the Reverend Robert Nares on 26 June 1790.'* He hoped for another
visit from the Hunters and Nares in 1793; he wrote Nares from Straw-
berry Hill 5 October 1793:

I have thought it long, Sir, since I had the pleasure of seeing you, and should
have asked that satisfaction here, with the company of Mr. and Mrs. Hunter,
who promised to acquaint me with their return; yet had they done so within
these last ten or twelve weeks, I could not have profited by it. I have been ill of
the gout in four or five parts, and produced from one of my fingers a chalkstone,
that I believe is worthy of a place in Mr. Hunter's collection of human miseries—
he best knows whether it is qualified to be a candidate there—I do know that on
delivery, 1 had it weighed, and its weight was four grains and a half; and with two

detached bits, five grains. I little thought when I began my own museum that it
would be increased by curiosities from my own person—nor is this the first,

1¢ Piozzi, Thraliana 1. 67.

17 [bid. 1.533. The words to the “Song of
Alknomook™ are quoted by Piozzi, op. cit.
1. §34, and are found on pp. 79-80 of Hunter,

. il

1 Walpole, Letters (ed. Toynbee) 14. g12-
13. Lady Herries was the former Catherine
Foote, niece of Horace Walpole's intimate
friend Horace Mann, Envoy to Tuscany. She

was first married to Colonel Ross of Cro-
martie, later, in 1777, to Sir Robert Herries,
banker, four years M.P. for Dumfries Burghs.
She held weekly conversation parties for the
bluestockings.

1¥ Walpole, “Book of visitors at Straw-
berry Hill,” Correspondence (Yaleed.) 12.219-
74-
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Excuse my giving you this trouble, dear Sir, and believe me with most true
regard
Your most obedient

Humble servant,
ORFORD,2?

Anne, for her part, did not sever her ties with Walpole after her hus-
band’s death, as we know from his note of 1 June 1795: “Lorp
ORFORD 15 extremely nb]igcd to Mrs. Dickenson for treating him with
these very pretty and interesting lines of Mrs. Hunter, to whom he begs
a thousand affectionate compliments.”’#¢

Walpole's personal affection for Anne sheds interesting light on the
characters of both. Walpole’s respect for her talents is not, however, the
only measure we have of her literary abilities.

She published two volumes of her writings, the Poemss, dedicated to her
son John Banks Hunter, published first in 1802, later to pass through a
second edition, and the Sports of the Genii, published in 1804. The latter
was dedicated “to the memory of Susan Macdonald, eldest daughter of the
Right Honourable Archibald Macdonald, Lord Chief Baron of England,
and the Right Honourable Lady Louisa Macdonald; who died at Lisbon,
where she went for the recovery of her health, March, 180 3, in the 22d
year of her age.”** According to the introduction to the Sports of the Genii,
the volume took its “rise from the beautiful groups of winged boys which
filled the portfolio of Miss mMacponaLp, who was in the habit of im-
agining and sketching them with the greatest facility.””* Anne’s connec-
tions with the Macdonalds were clearly close ones. Her friendship with
Lady Louisa has been noted above by Walpole. It was Sir Archibald who,
as Lord Chief Baron, helped William Eden, first Baron Auckland, in pro-
curing the King’s Bounty for Anne when John died; from 1797 until 1802
she lived within a few doors of him in Duke Street, and she owned an
enamel portrait of him by Bone, copied from an oil at Oxford, which she
bequeathed in her will to his daughter.

Her words, however, were on the lips of more than those who read her

8 Jbid., 15. 2129-30. Masquerier, who painted Anne Hunter's por-

M 1bid. 15. 345. Mrs. Dickenson was Mary
Hamilton Dickenson, a grand-daughter of the
third Duke of Hamilton, an assistant sub-
governess to the young daughters of George
II1, and a friend of various members of the
hluustm:kmg group, including Hannah More
and Mrs. Delany.

% Hunter, Sports of the Genii, dedication,
n.p. The dedicatory plate was drawn by

trait and perhaps that of her daughter, Lady
Campbell. These portraits are reproduced by
Peachey, A Memoir of William & Jokn
Hunter, facing p. 136 and p. 242. They are
not reproduced here because it has been im-
possible to locare the present owner of the
copyright of Peachey's book.
= I'llmti:l‘, af. cit,, intraduction, n.p.
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directed by you about the words to The Creation! It is lamentable to see
such divine music joined with such miserable broken English.”# Out of
its context, as it stands in Hadden’s text, this fragment is difficult to inter-
pret. It might signify either that Anne had nothing to do with the Creation
whatsoever, or only that she was not consulted when the German version
was retranslated back into English. Hadden, who himself wrote Thom-
son's biography and studied his letters, is one of the biographers of
Haydn's who says explicitly that there can be no doubt but that Lindley
wrote the libretto, and comments on Thomson’s letter to Anne: “The
words of The Creation are poor enough in all conscience; but it was only a
trick of Thomson’s to flacter Mrs. Hunter with the notion that she was
capable of furnishing an oratorio libretto.””** The mystery is one that can-
not be solved this side of the Atlantic, but it is one that should be clarified
in justice to the true author, whether Lindley or Anne Hunter.

There is one further fragment of evidence that reveals the nature of her
contemporaries’ reception of her lyrical efforts. In the extant pages of
Robert Burns’s Edinburgh Common-place book there stand exactly two
poems, by pen other than his own, copied out by the poet; and these were
both by Anne Hunter. They had been given to Burns by Dr. James Greg-
ory,*® so that Burns might judge, as Gregory wrote to him in a letter
dated from Edinburgh 2 June 1789, “how much correctness and high polish
enhance the value of such compositions.”’*® Gregory’s letter continued with
a discussion of Burns’s lines on the wounded hare, and said, “I wish you
would give me another edition of them, much amended, and I will send it
to Mrs. Hunter, who I am sure will have much pleasure in reading it,”*
and he asked Burns also for a copy of the “Water fowl on Loch Turit” to
send to Anne. A poetess of Scottish extraction could hardly hope for higher
favor than being singled out for recognition by Burns; and Anne must
have been highly edified indeed to know that her own work was sent to
Burns as a model for him to emulate!

One of Anne’s poems copied out by Burns under the title “A sonnet in

the manner of Petrarch” was that published in 1802 as “Sonnet, after the
death of Laura:”

8 Hadden, op. cit. 288. treatment of disease, in 1800 edited anony-

M [bid. 288-89. mously the Works of Robert Burns; awith an ac-

1 Professor of the Practice of Medicine at  count of his life, and a criticism on his writings.
Edinburgh. Burns owed another literary debe 1 Jack, “Burns’s Unpublished Common-
to the medical profession: Dr. James Curnie,  place Book,” Macmillan's Mag. 40 (1879) 130.
one of the earliest practitioners to take ad- 1 [bid.

vantage of the clinical thermometer in the
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