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EDMOND SOUCHON
BEUDOLPH MATAS, M.D., FA.CS, New OrLeans, Loursiaxa

N August 5, 1924, Dr. Edmond Souchon, emeritus professorof anatomy and
clinical surgery in the Medical School of the Tulane University of Louisiana,
came to the close of a long life of great activity and distinguished service.

Dr. Souchon was a native of Louisiana and his professional life is intimately
associated with the medical history of his state as an anatomist, surgeon, sani-
tarian, medical educator, and contributor to the literature and technical advance-
ment of his profession.

Edmond Souchon was born in Opelousas, Louisiana, on December 1, 1841.
His father, Dr. Eugene Souchon, and his mother, Caroline (Pettit) Souchon, were
both natives of France. His earliest schooldays began at St. Martinsville, Loui-
siana, but at the age of 12 years his parents moved to Mobile, Alabama, and
thence to New Orleans, where he studied in private schools. Owing to his father’s
ill health and reverses of fortune he was obliged to continue his education in the
public schools under great disadvantage, to the extent of selling newspapers to aid
in the support of the family. With his father's improving health the financial dis-
tress of the family was relieved, and the boy was sent to France to continue
his collegiate preparation for a medical career.

A studious and ambitious pupil, he made rapid progress, and in 1860 matricu-
lated in the Ecole de Médecine of the University of Paris. With the outbreak of
the Civil War at home his allowance ceased, and he was put on his own resources
to meet his living and college expenses for the following 4 years. Urged by the
spur of necessity he proved his mettle by passing a grilling concours for the in-
terneship of the Paris hospitals, standing fourth in a list of three hundred and
fifty competitors, with the distinction of Laureat. He was admitted as a resident
at the Charité, in. the service of Velpeau, the most conspicuous surgeon in the
Paris of that day.

It was there that Dr. Souchon first met Dr. J. Marion Sims, who was to be
one of the two great friends of his life. Dr. S5ims was then an obscure American
physician who had had the temerity to cross the Atlantic to teach the great intel-
lectuals and masters of surgery in Paris how to cure vesicovaginal fistula. Dr.
Souchon acted as his interpreter and assistant, and becoming aware of his young
friend’s financial distress, Dr. Sims tided him over the most critical period of his
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