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CHARLES BURNAM PORTER
By J. M. T. FINNEY, M.D., F.A.C.5., BarTimore, MARvVLAND

HARLES BURNAM PORTER was born in Rutland, Vermont, January

19, 1840, and died in Boston, May 21, 1909. He came from good old

English stock. His original American ancestor, Daniel Porter, came to

this country about 1650 and settled near Farmington, Connecticut. He was a
surgeon and bone-setter of note.

The story of the Porter family is that of one of the most remarkable medical
families in America, and it is doubtful if it could be duplicated. Apparently
the male descendants of Daniel Porter throughout seven generations in this
country were all doctors. Charles Burnam Porter, the subject of this sketch,
was the seventh physician in his family in direct descent. There have been
altogether eighteen physicians of this name of whom there is a record. The
son of Dr. Porter, Dr. C. A. Porter, is a prominent surgeon practicing in Boston
at the present time. He, too, has a son contemplating the study of medicine.
All of the members of the family lived active lives in western Connecticut,
Massachusetts, and Vermont. Several of them attained considerable reputation
as surgeons and bone-setters. James Porter, the great-grandfather of Charles
Burnam Porter, was a Vermont Tory. He received a commission as surgeon
under the British flag, and served in Howe’s Army of invasion on Long Island.

Charles Burnam Porter grew up a vigorous out-of-doors lad in Vermont.
At the age of eighteen, he entered Harvard University, and was graduated with
the A.B. degree in 1862. He at once began to study medicine in the old North
Grove Street School, and passed from there to the Massachusetts General Hos-
pital, where he served as interne in 1864. He was graduated in medicine from
Harvard Medical School in 1865, during the Civil War. He immediately went
to Washington, looking for Army Service, and, by dint of great perseverance,
succeeded in obtaining an appointment on the staff of one of the principal mili-
tary hospitals, where he served with great credit until the end of the War,
Within a short time after receiving his appointment, he was placed in charge
of one of the large surgical wards. It is a matter of record that he had at one
time as many as seventy-four cases of compound fracture under his care, which
in those days of septic wounds meant a deal of dressing and personal attention.
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