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WILLIAM TILLINGHAST BULL
By JOHN B. WALKER, M.D., F.A.CSS.,, NEw York

OCTOR WILLIAM TILLINGHAST BULL, after facing the inevitable
for several months, died in his sixtieth year on February 22, 1gog, at
Wymberly, Isle of Hope, near Savannah, Georgia, whither but a few

weeks before he had gone to obtain the benefit of the sunshine and warmth.

This eminent surgeon, son of Henry and Henrietta Melville Bull, was born in
Newport, Rhode Island, May 18, 1849. His first American ancestor was Henry
Bull who in 1609 came from Wales with eight other men, the party founding
Aquidneck (Newport). The pioneer Bull was a member of the Roger Williams
Colony and twice Governor of Rhode Island and the Providence Plantations.
Land included in his original grant is still in possession of his descendants after a
period of over three hundred years. Doctor Bull's paternal grandfather, a dis-
tinguished antiquarian, was the author of Memoirs of Rhode Island. He lived in
the family homestead until his death. Henry Melville, William T. Bull’'s mater-
nal grandfather, also of Newport, was a student of and authority on Colonial
history.

William Tillinghast Bull was graduated with honors from Harvard College,
receiving the degree A.B. in 186g, in his twentieth year. Three years later, in
1872, he received the degree of M.D. from the College of Physicians and Surgeons
in New York, now the School of Medicine of Columbia University. In the same
year the degree of A.M. was conferred on him by his Alma Mater, he having
taken, simultaneously with his medical studies, the course leading to this degree.
The faculty prize of the College of Physicians and Surgeons was awarded to Dr.
Bull for his thesis on Perityphilitis (Appendicitis), his researches on this subject
being inspired by the work of his teacher, Dr. Henry B. Sands, whose attainments
in technique were a potent factor in the improvement of the surgical treatment
of appendicitis.

After serving as interne at Bellevue Hospital for the full term of a year and a
half, Dr. Bull went to Europe for further study in his profession. Although well
versed in the best American surgical methods, his alert mind detected the vul-
nerable points in his training. Thus his impartial attitude toward other schools
allowed him to recognize and benefit by their advantages. In Germany he applied
himself to the study of surgical pathology. In France, under the guidance of
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