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PSYCHO-NEUROSIS AND MENTAL DEFICIENCY 239

down over the body, and that if the body happened to be too
large it was squeezed and forced into the coffin. Unfortunately,
as I have said, the boy left the School shortly after we began to
observe him, since a certain educational Body desired to transfer
him to its own School. But from the facts here described the
psycho-neurotic condition of the boy is obvious.

The second case I am able to record in fuller detail. C.D. is
now in his eighteenth year and has been in the School for eight
years. When first admitted, he refused to speak to anyone and
nothing would induce him to smile. He repelled all advances
towards friendliness and remained in this state for about three
months. Shortly after admission he began to show great interest
in the bedrooms belonging to the staff of the school, expressing a
wish to ‘“ help clean them *’ ; and late one night he was discovered
peeping through the keyhole of the cook’s bedroom while she was
undressing. When asked why he was doing this, he replied,
““ I wanted to see what clothes she wore.” He was overheard
telling another boy the nature and names of women’s underwear.

C.D. lived at home until he was admitted to the School. His
father, when he visits the boy, is generally under the influence of
drink. The father's version of his son’s early childhood is that
the mother treated him very cruelly, throwing him downstairs and
often injuring him. The mother died (or went away) when the
boy was about three years old and another woman took her place
who left before the boy was admitted to the School.

The boy is reported by the Head Mistress of the School to be
now much less anti-social than before, but to be still morose and
reticent. He is selfish and hoards everything on which he can lay
his hands. He works in the garden and kitchen now and is
generally amenable to reason under good management. He is
a good worker and gives valuable service when not ** upset.”

The following determinations of his intelligence were made by
Miss Fildes :—

Date of Intelligence
Examination Age Mental Age Quotient

8. 10. 20 I4 yrs. I0 mos, 7 yrs. 8 mos, 52
27, 4. 21 I5 yIs. 4 mos, 7 yrs. 8 mos. 50
25. I0, 2I I5 yrs. I0 mos, 4 yrs. 10 mos, 49

I—

In 1922 our atfention became more closely directed to him
5
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Taking the results of the same eighteen boys :—

I. The average reaction time is about as long and is very
variable. (Average time=5'60 seconds.)

2. Only 48 per cent. of the whole number of reactions are
repeated on the second response.

3. There is a great deal of repetition in the responses. On the
average, each boy uses only seventy different words for
each hundred responses.

I saw him first on March 1st, rg22. He then appeared a dull,
loutish youth, somewhat shy and reticent. His general conduct
was otherwise not abnormal, save for an occasional jerkiness of
the head. He appeared to remember nothing of his mother, save
by hearsay that she beat him and starved him. He recalled an
occasion when two men living in an adjoining room terrified him
by letting a collie dog into his bedroom which climbed on to his
bed. He admitted that thoughts of women’s clothes often
intruded into his daily work. The word * petticoat "’ proved to
evoke in him an image of a certain lady who frequently visited the
School (he revealed her name after great pressure had been put
upon him) going to the lavatory and lifting up a white petticoat.
He said that ‘‘ stockings '’ evoked an image of one of the members
of the school staff (her name was also revealed only after per-
suasion) putting on her black stockings. These were incidents,
no doubt, he had actually witnessed by surreptitious peeping.

He proved to be quite ignorant of the nature of sexual connection,
believing that babies were brought into the world by angels who
carried them under their wings.

After some difficulty he was induced to pass into a dreamy
hypnoidal state, in which I succeeded in reviving memories of his
mother. He recalled seeing her pass urine. ‘‘ It was nice,” he
observed. The word ‘* stockings '’ now revived an occasion of
being in bed with his mother and seeing her get up, sit on the bed
and put on her stockings. He spontaneously recalled seeing his
father being *‘ on top of his mother and playing about.”

On waking, he recalled all that he had just said, and he observed
that he had never been able to recall these scenes before. He said
that he dreamed occasionally of seeing “ a woman’'s number one,”
but that it was of no particular woman.

Thereupon I attempted to explain to him the reasons for the
intrusion into his thoughts of ideas of women's underwear, and
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frock, skirt, coat, drawers, bloomers, petticoat, shoes, stockings,
stays, chemise, case, typewriter, table, vase, chair, lamp, garden,
trees, shed, pen, ink, fire, glass, window, paper, pencil, box,
garden, plants, comb, brush, box, motor, oilcan, puzzle, matches,
coat, cap, act, rain, field, town, country, walk, play, shops, wheel-
barrow, table, books, typewriter, bookcase, chair, trees, shop,
sweets. (Time=8 min. 39 sec.)

Throughout these tests of May, 1923, he showed remarkable
improvement in his attitude towards the experiments and his
general behaviour has continued to improve, although he is still
always easily “ upset,” whereupon he becomes difficult to manage.

[Since this was written, however, he has left the School, as he was
getting too old for it and had, on one occasion, attempted to
embrace one of the matrons.]

Conelusion

In these two cases we see the influence (2) of the emotion of
fear; (b) of infantile “sexual” feeling; (c) of interest and curiosity,
associated with thoughts (i) on the before- and after-life, and
(ii) on sexual differences and women’'s underwear. In the first
case the original experience—the funeral—was not repressed ;
in the second—seeing his mother in her bedroom—it was readily
recoverable in the hypnoidal state. In the first case it was
associated with a defective development of attention, flight of
ideas, loquacity, openness to strangers, cheerfulness and mis-
chievousness ; in the other it was associated with taciturnity,
moroseness, selfishness and hoarding. In the latter, removal of
the repression and brief * re-education " induced an appreciable
improvement in intelligence and especially in his ability to make
the best use of his mental powers.

In both cases the all-distracting ‘ complex’ was practically
undisguised. Its affect led in both cases to constant intrusion of
the theme into the current of everyday thought ; in the first case
to constant inquiry, and in the second case to peeping through
keyholes in order, apparently, to gratify curiosity.

Psycho-therapeutic treatment was attempted in the second case,
and led to very definite intellectual and moral improvement.

In normal children such themes would most likely have been
repressed or disguised, and the associated impulses more or less
controlled. But in the mentally defective child, criticism and
control must prove far less potent. Thus, in her instruction of






