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Thomas Percival
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Fellow of the Royal Society because of his “mathemati-
cal and philosophical learning.” This was a considerable
honor for one so young. It is not apparent why he
failed to receive his degree at Edinburgh, but in 1765
he went for a year to Leyden, and obtained it there.
Returming to practice at Warrington, Percival mar-
ried Elizabeth Bassuett, and in 1767 the couple moved
to Manchester. Here Percival soon established himself
as a leader in medical and intellectual circles. His first
publications, “Essays, Medical and Experimental,” in
1767 and 1773 attracted favorable attention, and in 1778
he was appointed physician to the famous Manchester

The Manchester Infirmary, showing the north wing, added, 1792-1793.

Infirmary. Because of poor vision and liability to
headaches, he resigned this responsible position in 1780,
and was at once appointed physician extraordinary, a
position which he held until his death. It was through
his interest in this institution that his Code of Medical
Ethics was formulated.

Percival’s contributions to medicine, aside from pro-
fessional ethics, were of a stimulating nature. In 1770
he made *“Proposals for the Establishment of More
Accurate and Comprehensive Bills of Mortality in
Manchester,” arguing for the preparation of tables of
christenings, marriages and burials in all churches, to
be reported annually to one central office. These tables
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Lambda, and was acknowledged to be an abridgment of
Percival’s Ethices.

In the same year, the New York State Medical
Society, undoubtedly activated by the same spirit,
adopted the report and code of ethics drawn by a
committee composed of James R. Manley, Felix

Samuel Brown, M.D., 1769-1330.

“ascalis and John H. Steele.?* These men made no
acknowledgment to Percival ; nor did Dr. J. J. Walsh,*!
in commenting on their labors, refer to their manifest
indebtedness to the Englishman. On the contrary,

20. Transactions ot the Medical Society ot the State of New York
from Its Organization in 1807, up to and Including 1831, Albany, 1868,
. 240,

21. Walsh, J. J.: History of the Medical Society of the State of New
York in Commemoration of the Centennial of the . . . Society, New
York, 1907.






































































































































































































