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MAJOR GENERAL GORGAS

yellow-fever-stricken Army post on the Texas frontier;
ministering not only as physician but in giving spiritual
comfort to the dying; pronouncing the funeral ritual over
their bodies and finally himself stricken with the dread
disease? During this period, Mrs. Gorgas, then Miss
Doughty, visiting her sister, the wife of an Army officer
at the post, was herself believed to be dying of yellow
fever. Her grave was selected with tender care by the
then Captain Gorgas and he was to read the funeral ritual
over her body. She lived; they were convalescent in the
same hospital; were married and through life moved side
by side in the great service of mankind. I heard this
romance from the lips of Mrs. Gorgas as I sat with her
one afternoon in Panama looking out upon the Bay of
Panama on the Pacific.

Contrast, if you will, with this experience from the sun-
rise hour of the professional career of General Gorgas that
other hour of “sunset and evening star,” when with the
highest honors of his native land and the decorations of
the great Governments of the world, he was on a mission
~ of humanity at the call of the British Government; his
death in London; the memorial service in historic St.
Paul’s; the voyage across the Atlantic on an American
transport; the interment with highest military honors at
Arlington; and through it all the tender presence of his
noble wife, sad in her loss but proud, no doubt, that her
own had wrought so well and had so honorably won his
Nation’s plaudit: “ He is one of my jewels.” In paying
tribute to the memory of the dead we join in honoring
Mrs. Gorgas, the gentle colaborer in the achievements that
will be the theme of statesmen and diplomats in this
memorial service.

The Southern Society takes a just pride in the fact that
General Gorgas was a faithful member and officer, having
served as an active member of the Executive Committee
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